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Patroness of new parish represents love, family

The newest parish of the archdiocese
has been named after one of the saints of
the modern era, St. Gianna Beretta Molla,
patroness of mothers and families. Our
newest parish, in South Winnipeg, will be
styled St. Giannabs Parish.

Suggestions for the name of the parish
were gathered from the community. After
repection on her life, through displays and
an informational video, parishioners de-
cided she best represented the type of com-
munity this new parish strives to be. The
Archbishop and the Council of Priests ap-
proved the name after receiving a recom-
mendation from the parish.

Gianna Beretta Molla, the tenth of thir-
teen children, was born in Milan, Italy, on
October 4, 1922. As a young girl, she was
grounded in her faith by her parents. Her
faith deepened through her studies with
Dorotean nuns in Genova. At the age of 16
she participated in a course of the spiritual
exercises held by a Jesuit priest. Her desire
was to take her destiny in her own hands
and make choices in front of God. fiMy
sacred intention is to do everything for Je-
sus,0 she said at the time.

Catechist formation
focus of workshop

In 1950 she opened a medical clinic
in Mesero, Italy, after earning her degree
in medicine from the University of Pavia.
In 1952, she completed her specialization
in pediatrics, dedicating her attentlon to
mothers, babies, the el- [B
derly and the poor.

She considered work-
ing in the yeld of medicine
a mission and practiced it
as such, but also felt that |Kes
her vocational call was |
to family life. She was
married in 1955 to Pietro
Molla and soon became
a mother giving birth,
in succession, to Pierlu-
igi, Mariolina and Laura.
While pregnant with her
fourth child, physicians
diagnosed a large ovarian
cyst which required sur-
gery. Doctors suggested
that she have an abortion
to save her life, but Gianna made the deci-
sion to go ahead with the surgery. fil shall
accept whatever they will do to me provid-

St. Gianna Beretta Molla

ed they save the child,0 she said. In 1962,
her daughter, Gianna Emanuela, was born.
Gianna herself died seven days later.
fiSt. Gianna is truly a contemporary
ygure 0 said Fr. Darin Gurr, Pastor of St.
!": Giannabs Parish, of the de-
| cision to name the parish
‘| after her. AAs wife, moth-
~ | er and physician Gianna
| appeals to the majority of
the community. Gianna
exempliyes good steward-
ship and the joy of life.0
Parishioner  Ginette
Kryschuk agrees. fil really
feel she represents who
we are and how we should
strive to live our life,0 she
said, noting that some of
Giannafs struggles are
ones that people in the
| parish community face.
fiGianna was a career
woman at the time when
women stayed at home,0 Kryschuk said.
fiA lot of us deal with deciding to be stay-
at-home moms or feeling guilty about go-

ing to work or enjoying going out to work.
Gianna was able to balance this and do all
three. What made it easy for her was seeing
God in all she did.o

Kryschuk says that Giannads dedica-
tion to forming a truly Christian family
is an example for the community. fiShe
would understand our present struggles in
building a Christian community,0 she said,
fiand in building our own Christian fami-
lies, living out our faith in our materialistic
world.0

St. Giannats Parish, which opened its
doors 15 months ago, is now 300 families
strong and still growing. A needs study has
just been completed to determine the future
direction of the parish including preparing
for a worship facility. The building of a
new parish facility, scheduled to be com-
pleted in 8 to 10 years, will take place in
two phases. The projected yrst phase will
include a parish hall and meeting rooms
which will give the community a place to
gather for worship and community build-
ing activities. Phase two will be a worship
space and administration centre.

Contributed by Joanne Struch

North-Interlake Deanery
recognizes clergy adm inistrators

fiThe role of the catechist is a call to ministry,0 said Marg
Craddock, Director of Catechesis for the Archdiocese of Win-
nipeg. iFormation is ongoing.0 Catechist formation was the
subject of day-long workshops held in Brandon, Dauphin and
Winnipeg during October and November. The workshops
centered on a document entitled AA sower went out to soweé
a vision for catechist formation in western and northern Can-
ada.0

The document, which came about because of a concern
for catechist formation, is a result of 5 years of collabora-
tion between the Western Canadian Conference of Bishops
(WCCB) and the Western Ca-
nadian Conference of Religious
Educators (WCCRE). The two
groups looked at the General
Directory for Catechesis (a
Vatican document published
in 1997), which calls for a sys-
tematic and ongoing formation
of catechists, in order to under-
stand how catechist formation
can take place in western and northern Canada.

A sower went out to sowd includes 14 recommenda-
tions for catechist formation and gives context and direction
to them, with strategies for implementation. A study process
enables regional groups to examine local catechist formation
initiatives and look at ways to strengthen it. The title of the
document comes from Mark 4:3-9 which is a source of inspi-
ration for evangelization. In the passage, the seed is the word
of God and the sower is Jesus. filt calls us to look at the soil in
the area in which we sow,0 said Craddock, fiacknowledging
the diversity - cultural, geographical - of that soil.0

The gatherings in Winnipeg, Dauphin and Brandon, used
the study process to discern areas of focus and énext stepsd for
each region. AThe people who attended really worked hard,0
said Cradock, fithey understand that in the document is a real
appreciation for the role of catechists.0 She went on to say
that the need for formation is something that catechists have
always been asking for.

In the sessions, there was also a very strong tie-in to
Archbishop Weisgerberds recently-released Pastoral Letter.
Since one of the focus areas is education, it shows that the
diocese takes catechesis seriously and is supportive of it.

Continued on page 2, see iCatechist Formationd

Over 180 people from the parishes
of the North Winnipeg-Interlake Dean-
ery gathered October 14 at Immaculate
Conception Parish hall in Winnipeg to
recognize the pastors, parish administra-
tors and other clergy of the deanery. The
event was organized by the North Win-
nipeg-Interlake Deanery Pastoral Coun-
cil to show appreciation to the clergy for
fitheir vocation, commitment to and love
of the people in the deanery.o

After dinner, the formal program
included a speech by Fr. Art Seaman,
who spoke on behalf of the clergy, and
a keynote address by Archbishop James
Weisgerber.

In his humor-ylled comments, Fr.
Seaman, who has spent 24 of his 45
years in the Archdiocese in the North-In-
terlake Deanery, described himself as an
fiordained laymano who is very human. His many anec-
dotes about his experiences led him to say that he knows
fihow kind people are and how faithful they are to their
parish.0 In conclusion he said, fithank you to all of you
and those you represent for sticking with us, working
with us and most importantly loving us.0

Archbishop Weisgerber spoke about the challenges

Fr. Gerald Langevm (far left), Pastor of Christ the King,
Stonewall and missions, with parishioners at the dinner

of leadership in both the church and society in general.
fiChanges in society unhinge us,0 he said. fiPeople are
looking for islands of security, something they can hang
on to. In this search, we can become critical of leader-
ship.o

This evening is a wonderful tribute, he continued,
an opportunity to give thanks for all the leaders are and
do. iWhen 1 visit parishes, it is easy to see the affec-
tion and support that there is for the priests,0

Sr. Cathy LaV|oIette snjm, (centre),
Pastoral Administrator of St. Michaelis, Gimli,
and missions, with parishioners

he said. filt grows out of the closeness of the
communities.o
For the future, Weisgerber challenged
the leadership and people of the church to wel-
come immigrants and newcomers to our dio-
cese. fiThe church was instrumental in making
all of us feel comfortable in this land,0 he said,
fiWe are the Church now. With more and more
people arriving in Manitoba from other coun-
tries, how are we going to welcome people?0
This will happen, he said, not just by opening
doors. fiVWe are the people of God. We need to
see Jesus in the immigrants and embrace them
and allow them to be received in the church,
not just by what we say, but how we act.o
Contributed by Joanne Struch
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Building a Church of Com-
munion: the Pastoral Vision =
of the Archdiocese of Winni-
peg calls us to a deeper under-
standing of our baptism. The
letter challenges us to think
about our faith and truly un-
derstand what it means to be
a church of communion.

Pastoral
Vision

Within your families, parish

communities and other arch-

diocesan organizations you

may wish to consider some of the following questions
as a beginning to a discussion about the Pastoral Vi-
sion and add other questions as they come to mind.

A What is meant by 6Building a Church of
Communiong?

A How can this vision of Vatican 11 take root in
the Archdiocese?

A What is the letter calling on us to become?

A What are the four priorities of the
archdiocese for the next ten years?

A How can our comunity/organization become
more involved in these priorities?

A What is meant by findispensable giftso?

AWhat can 1, as an individual, do to build a
church of communion?

A What can we do as a parish family to
implement the Pastoral Vision?

A How can other organizations support the
Pastoral Vision?

Building a Church of Communion
Frequently Asked Questions

Where can | obtain a copy of the Pastoral Vision?
The Pastoral Vision is available on the Archdiocesan
website at www.archwinnipeg.ca. You can obtain a
hard copy by contacting the communications ofyce at
478-3206 or communications@archwinnipeg.ca

How can | get someone to come out and facilitate a
session about the Vision with people from my parish
or organization?

For information about sessions on the Pastoral Vision,
contact Brian McKinnonatbmckinnon@archwinnipeg.
ca or 452-2227, ext. 237.

In what languages is the Vision available?
At this point, it is available in English, French, Polish,
Portuguese and Italian.

Finding God in the Dark

Since mid-September, people at St. Ignatius Educa-
tion Centre have been fitaking the spiritual exercises of St.
Ignatius to the movieso using as their guide a book by John
Pungente and Monty Williams, Finding God in the Dark
(Novalis, 2004). Pungente and Williams link media litera-
cy to spiritual literacy in a most engaging and challenging
way.

The book presents 52 carefully selected ylms, prefac-
ing each with excerpts and repections from the Spiritual
Exercises and scripture. It is designed for use by groups or
by individuals at home, or in retreat, pastoral, academic or
parish settings.

Each movie is summarized and questions guide the
viewer to explore the relationship of the movie to the
theme of the Exercise and the relationship to onets self.
St. Ignatius retreatants chose an eight-day planned re-
treat from options of various topics and lengths and have
watched and discussed such ylms as: Big Fish, The Quiet
American, About Schmidt and Bend It like Beckham.

Sessions have been scheduled on Friday afternoons
and Monday nights every two weeks. Participants have re-
ported that they now view movies in a more attentive and
prayerful way; their experience is richer than many had
anticipated. Often, initial bemusement and confusion has
led to important insight through discussion and discern-
ment. Many commented that they have a new fascination
for ylm-makersd craft and they never expected to learn so
much, through this medium, about themselves and their
relationship with God.

Contributed by Barbara Fawcett

Sisters of Our Lady of the Missions
say farewell to
St. Michaelis Academy

In September, the Sisters of Our Lady of the Missions,
former teachers and students and the community of Ban-
don said farewell to St. Michaelts Academy, a yxture in
Brandon for almost 100 years.

The decision to sell the building has been in the works
for a long time, explains Sr. Denise Kyup, Leadership Co-
ordinator for the Sisters of Our Lady of the Missions. In
recent years, the numbers of sisters residing in the building
has dwindled, making managing the building more than
they could handle.

Although the whole community was involved in mak-
ing the decision to sell, those sisters who are directly af-
fected by the decision were primarily involved in the dis-
cernment process. fiThe decision was difycult for them,0
said Sr. Denise, who herself attended the academy in the
early 60s. fiThere is a personal history there and a long
history of the community associated with the building. It
demanded a signiycant letting go.o

The rich history of

a music school. Some of the facilities, like the gym, were
rented to outside groups.

Throughout the years, the well-known music school
continued to accept and teach students, even when the
building was made into an inyrmary. Sr. Joan Miller con-
tinues to be a well-known presence to music students in
Brandon. She will continue to teach at Brandon Univer-
sity.

Although the change is a large one for the Sisters
of Our Lady of the Missions, Sr. Denise asserts that the
change will also have a signiycant effect on the commu-
nity in Brandon. She notes that the sisters and the parish
of St. Augustineds have always had a good working rela-
tionship. iWe have enjoyed the support of both the par-
ish and the larger community,0 she said. Before the sisters
started receiving salaries for their work, they depended on
peopleds support, so there is a long history and connection
to the people.

Dianne Fox, a parish-

the Academy in Brandon
began in 1910 when it
opened as a school for |,
young women (grades [#::
1-12). At that time, there [2
were both residents and
day scholars. When it op- [
erated as a girlsd school,
at least half of the stu- B
dent body was made up

of girls from faiths other
than Catholic, giving it
an ecumenical pavour.

As the needs of the
students and Manitobats
educational require-
ments changed, so the
community realized it
was not feasible to oper-
ate an all-girls four-room
school. In the 1960s, the educational curriculum had ex-
panded and a four-room high school could not offer all
of the options required. In addition, there was now a rural
bus system so it was not necessary for students to reside at
the school in order to obtain a high school education. St.
Michaelds closed for both the residents and day students.

In 1971 the Sisters re-opened the Academy as a Junior
High school. It was no longer a private school, but part
of an agreement with St. Augustineds and Brandon School
Division.

In 1977 circumstances, and the needs of the sisters,
again required the order to look at the use of the building.
The changing needs of the school systems were still a fac-
tor, as well as the need to care for the ailing and elderly
sisters. The school was closed permanently and was re-
modeled into an inyrmary.

At yrst, all the sisters could care for themselves, but
as time progressed more care was required,0 said Sr. De-
nise Kyup. AAnd we soon realized that operating and in-
yrmary is a costly affair.0 The inyrmary was closed and
other arrangements were made for the few remaining sis-
ters, usually in nursing homes closer to their family roots.

After that, the building was used as a residence and

Catechist form ation

Continued from page 1

fiWe worked hard all day long, eliminating and pro-
cessing,0 said workshop participant Joan McCallum from
Blessed John XXIII Parish. filt was a very worthwhile
day.0 She liked having input on and helping to discern the
important issues that should be addressed.

Craddock took the information gathered at the work-
shops to the WCCRE leadership meeting in November. It
will be used as input to the future direction of the WCCRE.
In the Archdiocese of Winnipeg, the diocesan catechetical
team, made up of Craddock, Donni Zuk (Brandon) and EI-
vier Brunel (Parkland), will look at the recommendations

The original St. Michaelis Academy, built in 1910

ioner at St. Augustineds
parish reinforces this
connection. She remem-
bers that when her fam-
ily moved to Brandon
in 1969, St. Augustineds
did not have a large
gathering space. When-
. | ever the church com-
] munity gathered for a
social event or a large
meeting it was at St. Mi-
chaelés Academy. fAFor
our family and | would
guess many others, this
is where we got to know
our parish community,0
she said. fiThe most im-
portant thing we have
lost in this community
is not a building but a community of welcoming women.
On a personal level it really is the gradual loss of each
sister who has left the area that we feel the most.o

Sr. Betty, Iris Bartush, RNDM, spent much of her
teaching career at St. Michaelts. filt will be with no small
twinge of sadness that I will in future pass the corner of
First and Victoria,0 she said. iThe building may be gone,
but | feel so blessed with the memories that no wrecking
ball can erase. A very big part of me will always be in
Brandon, the sisters with whom | shared a life, the parish-
ioners of St. Augustinebs, and the people of Brandon who
were students and friends.0

The sisters who are remaining in Brandon believe
they have still something to offer in terms of a presence in
the community. They will continue in active ministry.

While they were in the midst of emptying the building
in September, the sisters held a small celebration to mark
the end of an era at St. Michaelts Academy. They blessed
the building and those that have gone before and prayed
for those that will come after. After that, they took candles
and walked through the building, remembering.

37 Michaels

Contributed by Joanne Struch

an on-going process

and work with the regions to implement the strategies and
develop more strategies around the formation of catechists.
Like catechist formation, this process is also ongoing, not
a one-time thing.

Craddock will also be working with the Director of
Catholic Schools, Jerome Cranston, to look at how the
document can be integrated into Catholic schools. A pre-
sentation about the document has been given to the Catho-
lic Schools principals.

Copies of the document are available from the Ofyce
of Catechetics. Call Marg Craddock at 452-2227, ext 243.

Contributed by Joanne Struch
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