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Social Justice Conference Nov. 27-28 St. Paul’s High School

‘Life for All and the Dignity of the Person’

‘Life for All and the Dignity 
of the Person’ is the topic 

of the Social Justice Conference 
at St. Paul’s High School on the 
evening of Nov. 27 and all day on 
Nov. 28.  

Life is under attack from all di-
rections.  In many cases those who 
are ill or elderly are described as 
burdens. Their dignity and right to 
life is ignored. Efficiency and eco-
nomics takes priority. However, 
they still remain mothers, dads, 
cousins; images of our God. 

The conference invites all of us 
to stand in solidarity and celebrate 
life.

The Pivot Legal Society has 
initiated a national cam-

paign, ‘The Red Tent Campaign’, 
to draw attention to the approxi-
mately 300,000 homeless Cana-
dians and the need for the federal 
government to establish a national 
housing strategy.  Most Canadians 
have been aware of the lack of safe 
and affordable housing.  Now, the 
UN has joined critics by describ-
ing homelessness in Canada as a 
‘national emergency’.  

The Red Tent Campaign is an 
attempt to bring attention to the plight of the 
homeless in Canada and the lack of will of the 
Federal Government to establish a national 
housing strategy. 

Right to Housing, Make Poverty History, the 
Social Planning Council and Winnipeg Harvest 
are coordinating the Red Tent Campaign in Win-

nipeg. The National Action Day 
is October 19. There are between 
1000 and 2000 homeless in Win-
nipeg alone.

Organizations can be part of 
the campaign by purchasing 
a Red Tent for $100. It will be 
used to create a tent city in a cen-
tral place to be announced. After 
the event, the tents will be given 
to homeless people: a poor sub-
stitute for real housing. 

If you or your organization 
would like to purchase a tent 

you should contact the Social Planning Council. 
They will be taking orders and submitting one 
order for the city. The contact person is Donald 
Benham at 943-2561. For further information 
check www.redtents.org

RED TENT CAMPAIGN FOR A NATIONAL HOUSING STRATEGY
National Action Day is Oct. 19

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
Founded as a Christian Ministry in 1976, and now 

operating in over 100 countries, this organization 
builds affordable houses for low income families.

Some of the advantages of doing so are: revitalization of neighbourhoods, less crowded 
home for families, safer and better quality of housing, and reduction of operating costs to 
the homeowner because homes are built to the LEED (Leadership in Energy & Environ-
mental Design) standard. This year only 20 homes (out of 500 applicants) were built due 
to actual building constraints. Fundraising and sponsorship are two ways we can help to 
build more homes.

Tentative workshop titles
1. Dignity in aging
2. Seeking life in 

challenging pregnancies
3. Claiming Life and  

Dignity in a Community 
in Crisis

4. The Challenges of  
Reserve Life

5. Culture of violence – “I 
don’t wanna be in a gang 

I wanna live.”
6. What is life worth?
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Wouldn’t it be 
wonderful to 
have comfort-

able, heated accommoda-
tion and food in the cup-
boards?  The ability for the 
most part to walk safely in 
the neighbourhood?
That is the impossible 

dream for many people 
in Manitoba. The housing 
situation in Manitoba is in 
crisis. The homeless wan-
der the streets and sleep 
in bus shelters, parkades, 
bushes, under bridges. Wel-
fare continues to fund hous-
ing at $285 a month, a sum 
well below the level that is 
required to obtain safe and 
affordable housing. Is there 
a way in which we as a soci-
ety can make the necessary 
changes to provide housing 
that is decent, safe and af-
fordable? 
There is a small group of 

people that are meeting reg-
ularly to address this issue 
creatively. The group has 
gathered stories from fami-
lies trying to find decent ac-

commodation for a loved 
one suffering from mental 
illness. Are there creative 
ways to ensure that there is 
a choice of housing for peo-
ple with a mental illness?
One creative answer is be-

ing lived out in Brandon.  
Parents of those with a men-
tal illness have purchased a 
house and are renting it out.  
Each person who moves 
in has an individualized 
support system to help the 
residents cope. Part of the 
support system would in-
clude someone to help with 
the shopping, cooking, and 
medication, the day to day 
chores of daily life.  Other 

supports might be people 
who engage residents in 
social activities.  The home 
would be part of an ordinary 
neighbourhood.
There are other creative 

non-institutional ways to 
provide housing for those 
with a mental illness.  If you 
have ideas, please contact 
Micah House.  Perhaps the 
greatest need after the ideas 
have been generated is to 
enlist practical and compas-
sionate ways to put the ideas 
into action.
Anyone interested?  Please 

call Sr. Johanna at 589-
5393

A HOUSING DREAMAugust was the 
beginning of a 

devastating flood in 
Pakistan.  

Development and 
Peace, as a member 
of Caritas Internation-
al, has people on the 
ground that are able to offer 
assistance to those without 
food, shelter and other neces-
sities.  

The Government of Canada 
has agreed to match private 
and charitable organization 

donations.  
Any donation made by Oct. 

2 by an individual to a rec-
ognized organization will be 
matched by the government 
and registered to the Pakistan 
Floods Relief Fund.  

Many parishes will send 
the donated amount to 
Development and Peace 
if your donation (made 
to your parish) is clearly 
marked as being specifi-
cally for Pakistan Flood 
Relief – check with your 

parish first.  Rebuilding the 
damage done by this unprec-
edented flooding will take 
much time.  Continued sup-
port of this work through D&P 
will be helpful.

KA NI KANICHIHK inc. 
Invites you to their Open House  
& 8th Annual General Meeting  

Friday, Oct. 1 at 455 McDermot  Ave.  
Open House: 10AM-8PM.               
Meeting: 12PM – 1:30PM               
RSVP by calling  953.5820

Traditional food, Pow Wow, Demos and 
Crafts for sale will be featured.

STANDING WITH THE POOR
What exactly does that mean? The phrase “an option for the poor” is used in homi-

lies and conversations by people who would like to see changes in our world but 
don’t know where to begin.

JustFaith is a program that seeks to help people 
find the inner source of our longing to make the 
world better. The reading of Scripture and current 
books as well as a variety of videos helps people 
explore their own lives and the lives of those who are poor. The program is quite intense 
and affects our intellects, emotions and our love for God.

We know that three billion people or more live in abject poverty. Their situation is so 
abysmal that there are people who have named them ‘The Fourth World” and yet in our 
own world many people over consume. Is there some connection between these poles of 
being? How can we as Christians begin to find a balance?

There are several parishes which are inviting people to sign up for the program: Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help, St. John Brebeuf Parish and St. Ignatius Parish. A group is also 
being formed at St Paul’s College. You may call Micah House at 589-5393 regarding 
the day of the week. 


