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Words from The Archbishops
Dear Deacons,
The 2020 version of Christmas has come, and I think we are all somewhat 'bummed' out
over all the restrictions. Little things we keep noticing that we are not able to do like
singing "Silent Night" together in the decorated Church on Christmas Eve.
But the biggest sacrifice is not being able to gather and pray and feast with our families.
This is a real sacrifice for us all.
But when we think of the first Christmas there was some sacrifice and loneliness there
too. Mary and Joseph ended up travelling from their families in Nazareth to Joseph's
original hometown Bethlehem. Apparently, Joseph had no family left there as they had no one to stay with and
ended up, not in a hotel even, but the barn. Their child is born and there is no family to share the moment with.
Mary, probably only in her mid-teens, must have been especially lonely for her mother and father.
Things did not get much better. They hear that Herod is killing male babies and they have to flee their
hometown and family again and hide in Egypt. Sacrifices again.
So, Mary and Joseph get that this Christmas Season is different. They remind us that we do not make Christmas
happen, but God does. And God does make Christmas happen for us. He will give us again His Son Jesus into
our hearts and our homes. Let us make the best of the spiritual part of this Christmas Season at the finish of
2020.
And, hopefully soon, when the vaccines are at work and we can gather again, let us not take for granted those
little gatherings and conversations.
So, I wish you a blessed Christmas Season. May the Christ child be born among us again.
All the best in 2021.
Archbishop Murray Chatlain
Archdiocese of Keewatin-Le Pas
If you are depressed, you are living in the past.
If you are anxious, you are living in the future.
If you are at peace, you are living in the present.
- Lao Tzu
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Words from Deacon James
The Challenges and Promise of Hope
The holiday season, Christmas, and The New Year has come and gone; it has been
different to say the least. Where does that leave us now? What are we to do with the time
until we can resume some sort of normality? The answer is going to be different for all of
us, and the way it unfolds will bring new challenges, we won’t just pick up where we left
off in March of 2020.
This will be a time to reevaluate our personal and collective services to those in need and to the protections of
our families and loved ones. Many business and employees have lost income and will continue to struggle for a
long time just to play catch up, and that is if they can. This has been a real blow to our generation, but
throughout history many generations have struggled through much worse; the plague, world wars, famine,
depression, and some of our contemporaries have lived through multiple world challenges. But it is temporary,
and they collectively have rose to the challenge, reinstating the proof of hope.
As Christians we know that we can walk through the Valley of Death and have the Shepherd to guide us to a
time of safety, and to live with hope in better times to come. Right now, our biggest road to hope is within us.
We must continue to pray; pray that our actions will be an instrument to a road of recovery and hope. As
Deacons, let us be instrumental in creating safety and healing, keeping hope, and love alive within us to the
marginalized, our neighbors and families. This is a New Year and it will have its own challenges, but we don’t
have to face it alone. The constant love of our Lord is with us always.
With His love we have hope. God Bless!
Deacon Jim Frater

Words from Deacon Michel
Dear sisters and brothers of the diaconate community,
Advent 2020 has come and gone; the Christmas season is now in full bloom. What should
have been a busy season with gatherings, visiting family and friends has been replaced with
virtual gatherings. Somehow, crowding on the sofa around a cell phone camera and having a
round table discussion with frequent interruptions or Internet speed issues is just too
impersonal. Virtual hugs can’t replace the real thing. The personal touch has been most difficult on the little
children who thrive on meeting family, and playing with their cousins and friends, after all, Christmas gift
sharing should be a joyous occasion.
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We’ve just celebrated the feast day of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, a role model family. The
Holy Family had its share of difficulties including but not limited to fleeing to Egypt to escape the wrath of
Herod. Isn’t this a similar story today where refugees are escaping war torn countries to find a safe haven.
Increasingly, in my ministry, I come across broken families and children torn apart by the pressures placed on
families. Fear and unexplainable or uncontrolled anger are common emotions expressed when persons are
unable to live in a safe and stable environment. God wants to heal his broken people and Jesus is the Divine
Therapist. If the person has faith and can trust that God is the God of the impossible, I have witnessed countless
physical and emotional healings.
May you be examples of God’s great love for his people, strengthened by our faith community and being
beacons of light for the poor, the hungry, the sick, the lonely and those seeking accompaniment.
Elaine joins me in wishing each and every one of you a Blessed New Year; may God continue to bless your
ministry.
United in prayer,
Deacon Michel Landry

Words from Deacon Ted
To the Community of Deacons,
As you may have heard, Nancy and I are leaving soon for England where
we will work in a parish in London entrusted to the Chemin Neuf
Community. Our commitment is for 18 months i.e. to June 2022.
Almost 11 years ago we returned to Winnipeg after 3 years in England to
explore the possibility of developing the Chemin Neuf Community here.
For nearly 10 years we (mostly Nancy) have been responsible for the
operation of St Charles Retreat Centre. It has been a good run, but we felt it was time for change. I retired from
my position with the Archdiocese of Winnipeg in April and in September another community couple (Antonio
& Christiane Cardoso) came from Montreal to be responsible for the retreat center and community missions.
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That leaves us free for another little adventure. I have been ordained for 20 years now. During that time, I only
served in a parish for the first 3 years – the rest was either at the diocesan level or with Chemin Neuf and, for
the last 10 years, in both.
In some ways it will be returning to where I began as a deacon. The same is true for Nancy who worked for 11
years at Holy Cross parish as a catechist but has worked with the community and the retreat center since.
After this stint in England, our plan is to return to Winnipeg and to the house that we still own in the Norwood
Flats.
If you would like to stay in touch the best way will be through e-mail: ehtedwood@hotmail.com
We offer our prayers and best wishes.
Blessings,
Ted & Nancy Wood
*picture from https://www.facebook.com/CheminNeufWinnipeg/photos/a.650149208364156/3615443881834659/?type=3&theater

The Ministry of Care

The Ministry of Care (formerly known as Ministry to the Sick, Elderly and Disabled at the Archdiocese of St.
Boniface) supports parishes to develop and expand their healing ministry to those who are sick, alone, disabled,
suffering from mental health issues, or the loss
of a loved one.
A volunteer committee coordinated by Stepan Bilynskyy was established a few years ago at the Archdiocese of
St. Boniface. It is comprised of representatives from the dioceses of St. Boniface and Winnipeg, as well as the
Catholic Health Association of Manitoba (CHAM). An action plan was created, and the first tasks that the
committee focused on were a toolkit of resources and formation.
Last spring CHAM met with the three Winnipeg Archbishops to discuss its annual report of activities and
priorities. After this meeting, the Bishops reconvened in late June and brought forward the recommendation
that the Ministry of Care for the Catholic Church in Manitoba would best be administered by CHAM as it is
provincial in nature, the dioceses are all members of CHAM, it is active in the development of programming,
formation and education, finding resources, etc. CHAM’s web site would now become the hub of information
for all the dioceses.
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CHAM has since added a representative from the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Winnipeg to its
committee. The Ministry of Care section at www.cham.mb.ca is being populated on a regular basis in
collaboration with the working group and is comprised of the following sections.
· End of Life
· Eucharistic Ministry
· Formation and Training
· Grief and Bereavement
· Healthy Aging, Elder Support and Dementia Care
· Mental Health
· Self-Care & Compassionate Care
· COVID-19 Support

The Ministry of Care Committee is in the process of reviewing materials and adding more resources for
parishes, as well as anyone who is seeking information and support in the areas mentioned herein above.
Upcoming events and formation opportunities are shared with the dioceses and parishes on a regular basis.
If you know of good resources that should be added to the Ministry of Care section of the website or would be
interested in being involved on this committee, please contact Julie at jtmaynard@cham.mb.ca.

Suggestions or comments:
Please do let us know how to do better with the newsletter through email: jrfrater@mymts.net or
michaelmartincordova@yahoo.com
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