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Words from The Archbishops 
 

                             Changed, Changed Utterly 
 
There is a famous poem by William Butler Yeats, called Easter, 1916. It was written 
around Easter time in May, after the great Irish uprising against the British was put 
down and the leaders were executed for treason. The poem ends with these 
memorable words: “…changed, changed utterly: A terrible beauty was born.” Yeats 
recognized that even though the Irish had lost the rebellion, the war was in fact, won 
since the Irish were now unified around the cause of freedom for their land and their 
freedom was not far away. You can easily see why an Irish Catholic would title such 
a poem, Easter, 1916, because of the religious significance of the victory won on the 
Cross. 

 
Perhaps this is a little over-dramatic, yet, in a certain sense, we who still live under the dark clouds of this 
pandemic, would do well to recognize that a change for the better has already occurred. Just as the month of 
May, and if you will, the Season of Easter, point toward a more ageable and welcomed summer, so do the 
vaccines point towards a freedom from the restrictions that have been imposed upon us. 
 
Yes, change has happened due to the rapid development of vaccines and their distribution throughout the 
population, but many battles have yet to be fought out to completion. There is the battle of community building 
in our parishes, there is the economic struggle that will now occur, the reactivation of work life and social life 
and certainly the on-going effort to be a faithful disciple of Jesus in a post-pandemic world. 
 
I am counting on our Permanent Deacons to assist our communities by being witnesses to Joy and Charity as we 
soon begin the spiritual rebuilding of our communities. Perhaps St. John Paul II said it best 21 years ago when 
he encouraged the Church to ‘start afresh’ with Christ. And this is precisely what we are called to do!  
 
Blessed Pentecost to all of you! 
 
 
+Richard Gagnon 
Archbishop of Winnipeg 
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Words from Deacon James 
 
 
Blessings!  
 
We have been through three waves of Covid-19 and the end is still up in the air. But we have a lot to be 
thankful for; we still can eat and live, even if it is a little inconvenient. Life has changed from pre-pandemic (as 
it is now being referred to). Some of the public gatherings and visits have been curtailed; some of our ministries 
have changed, or even postponed. But, in my case, I have become somewhat of an expert on zoom. 
 
Our ministries can still be kept active, even if it is just prayer; prayer for those that have and are suffering 
because of our current situation. We have to continue to hope for better times and not let the daily government 
reports dampen our positive outlook; sometimes to find things of a hopeful nature gets lost.  
 
We have been given hope with the Easter Resurrection, a new beginning. Which brings spring a time of new 
life, a time filled with expectation, all to be revealed in God's time.  This becomes a blessing in itself. 
  
With the onset of summer, we are going to take a break from 
publishing our newsletter and resume in October.  If through the 
summer you would like to make a submission come fall, please 
contact Michael or myself at jrfrater@mymts.net or 
michaelmartincordova@yahoo.com 
 
Have a blessed summer. 
       
Deacon Jim 
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Words from Deacon Gilles 
 

I am happy to share with you the ministry that I am involved with: I work as 
chaplain to a spiritual support group called Courage 
(https://couragerc.org/chapter/winnipeg-manitoba/). 
  
Courage members are men and women who experience same-sex attractions 
and who have made a commitment to grow in the virtue of chastity. They are 
inspired by the Gospel call to holiness and the Catholic Church’s beautiful 
teachings about the goodness and inherent purpose of human sexuality.   

Through our apostolate, people who experience same-sex attraction receive pastoral support in the form of 
spiritual guidance, community prayer support, and fellowship.   

The monthly gatherings offer a chance to share, to learn and to grow with one another.    Courage has the 
blessing of the Bishops of Manitoba.  You may have seen my recent interview with Archbishop Gagnon 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wVGEF7-gCIA). 

It means a lot to me to be able to be with the Courage group here.   It stretches me in many ways.   Sometimes 
there is laughter and sometimes there are challenges.  In all of it, the benefits of supporting those who want to 
be living chastely as Catholics give me encouragement.  I love the members of the group as friends.   As time 
goes on I hope others will join to also share in the journey of faith that we are on.   
 
Deacon Gilles 

 

Action request 

Kindly visit the website of Life Vision at https://www.lifesvision.ca/equality and let your Member of Parliament 
hear your voice on equality in the womb.  

 

Suggestions or comments: 
Please do let us know how to do better with the newsletter through email: jrfrater@mymts.net or 
michaelmartincordova@yahoo.com  

 


