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 At a special outdoor ceremony in Portage la Prairie, 
Good Shepherd and St. Ambroise Parishes honoured more 
than 100 parishioners with a candle each as a gift for the 
light of kindness they have shared through their good 
works.
 The celebration, which was held during the parish pic-
nic Mass on June 19 was attended by about 300 parishio-
ners from both parishes.
 Fr. Michael Wollbaum, pastor of the parishes,  said it 
is important to take the time to recognize those people in 
the community who go out of their way to help support the 
life of the parish.
 ñWe need to ýnd a way to recognize and give thanks 
for the gifts that God has given to individuals in our com-
munity that really helped to build up the kingdom around 
us,ò he said after the ceremony.
 Parishioners were asked to nominate someone they 
knew who had contributed his or her time, talents and en-
ergy to make a difference in the parish community.
 In total, 139 people were nominated in the Lamp 
Lighters campaign which began in early June.
 Tracy Maloney-Bullock, parishioner from Good 

Shepherd Parish, was nominated for her good deeds in 
music ministry, assisting as a Eucharistic minister and sac-
ristan, and making banners to decorate the church. Being 
nominated as a Lamp Lighter moved her deeply. ñI feel 
appreciated. All my life Iôve been involved with parish 
work,ò she said, clutching her Lamp Lighter candle after 
the ceremony.
 St. Ambroise Parish parishioner Wally Ducharme  was 
also touched by this gesture to acknowledge his work. He 
has sung and played the organ at St. Ambroise Parish for 
more than 40 years and is also a parish councillor. He said 
everyone should try to do their part in the parish and be-
lieves the Lamp Lighters campaign will encourage others 
to make an effort as well. ñMaybe theyôre afraid to come 
forward,ò he said. ñBut itôs their church, too. We belong to 
one community.ò
 The idea for the Lamp Lighters campaign began in 
January when the Good Shepherd Parish Pastoral Council 
and Stewardship Team put their heads together to devise a 
way to recognize parishioners who help in the church and 
the community.
 ñI basically think they are looking for acts of love,ò 

said Pastoral Council chairman Michel Touchette. ñIt 
could be as little as greeting people when they come to 
church, to spending time on different committees, to visit-
ing the sick or the poor.ò
 After the success of this yearôs campaign, there are 
plans to make it an annual event.
 The Lamp Lighters were nominated for more than 
74 different ways they have given back and enriched the 
church community.
 Fr. Michael said Catholics shouldnôt be afraid to let 
their light shine. He recalled the passage from Matthew 
5:14-16: ñYou are the light of the world.... Let your light 
shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and 
praise your Father in heaven.ò
 He said the Gospel inspires everyone to become Lamp 
Lighters.
 ñItôs all good in the end and it changes peopleôs lives, 
and others can then discover the light of Christ,ò Fr. Mi-
chael said. ñReally, itôs about living baptism.ò

Contributed by Angela Brown, parishioner at Good Shep-
herd, Portage la Prairie.

ôLamp Lightersõ recognizes acts of love

St. Augustine of  Canterbury, Brandon, ôopened their doorsõ for the 4th An-
nual ôDoors Open Brandonõ Heritage Tours. The aim of  the event is to facili-
tate peopleõs understanding of  the buildings and encourage awareness of  
the heritage of  locations in the city. 

Archbishop Weisgerber of  Winnipeg and Archbishop Gou-
let of  Saint Boniface blessed World Youth Day pilgrims at 
a Mass at St. Boniface Cathedral before the pilgrims left 
for Cologne in August. Pictured above are pilgrims from 
St. Paul the Apostle Parish with Archbishop Weisgerber. 
Look for one pilgrimõs first hand account of  the experi-
ence in the next issue of  the New Wine Press. 

On August 21, Holy Rosary Parish cele-
brated their parish feast day with a Mass 
of  celebration and a formal procession 
through neighbourhood streets (pictured 
left). Banners and statues were borne by 
parishioners who prayed and sang hymns 
as they walked. An honour guard was pro-
vided by the Knights of  Columbus and the 
procession was headed by the brass band, 
Banda Lira de Fatima.

Contributed by Barbara Fawcett

Msgr. Norman Chartrand (pictured right) 
spoke about the Archdiocese of  Winnipeg 
History book at McNally Robinson in Win-
nipeg in June. Afterward, he signed copies 
of  the book, entitled òThe Lord Keeps Faith 
Foreveró, for some of  the 60 people in at-
tendance. 

Reflections of Summer
With fall upon us, this special issue of the New Wine Press features some of the many 
events and celebrations that took place throughout our Archdiocese this summer. 

Look for a full  issue of the New Wine Press in parishes October 22 & 23. 




