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“Building a Church of Communion”
 At the end of October, Archbishop Weisgerber will 
release the pastoral vision for the future of the Archdio-
cese of Winnipeg. The letter, entitled “Building a Church 
of Communion”, explains that one of the principal teach-
ings of the Second Vatican Council is ‘Church as com-
munion’. Archbishop Weisgerber explains that if we are to 
live church as communion, “we are called to reflect the life 
of the Trinity; each of us is called to live in relationship, 
not only with God, but also with one another.” 
 Since “each baptized person is endowed with the 
indispensable gifts for the service of the church and the 
world,” the vision reads, “each one of us has a right to 
contribute and everyone has a responsibility to contribute” 
to building a church of communion. 
 How will the vision grow throughout the Archdiocese 
of Winnipeg?  
 “The publication of this letter is the beginning of a 
journey for the Archdiocese of Winnipeg,” explains Arch-
bishop Weisgerber. “It will be used as the basis for our 
plans for the next 10 years as we approach our 100th an-
niversary as a diocese.” In the vision, the archbishop out-
lines four priorities on which our archdiocesan church will 
focus: liturgy, education, community building and stew-
ardship. 
 “These priorities were discerned through consulta-

tion with people throughout the archdiocese,” says the 
Archbishop. For the past 3 years, priests working in the 
diocese have discussed the needs of the diocese at their an-
nual study days. Consultation was also held at the deanery 

level, with various groups and organizations and with the 
Archdiocesan Pastoral Council. The fruit of these discus-
sions is the letter and vision about to be published.  
“It is my hope that people of the archdiocese will take time 

to read and re-read the letter,” says Archbishop Weisger-
ber. “Then, over the next 10 years, as a community we 
will explore, study, pray about and define these priorities 
in order to truly become a church of communion.”
 While the vision represents a ‘big picture’ view of 
the archdiocese, the archbishop asks all the people of the 
diocese to use their gifts and talents to look at the details 
of how these priorities can be addressed throughout the 
diocese. Parishes, pastoral councils, liturgy coordinators, 
catechists, clergy and other archdiocesan groups will be 
invited to come together with a facilitator to look at how 
these priorities will come alive in their communities. Brian 
McKinnon, the Pastoral Councils Coordinator, will assist 
in these processes.
 People of the archdiocese can expect to see the small 
booklet containing the pastoral vision in their parishes 
at the end of October. Since the Archdiocesan Pastoral 
Council was so instrumental in discerning our priorities, 
the letter was formally published at their recent meeting 
in Gimli. The vision will also be available in French, Ital-
ian, Polish and Portuguese. Plans are being made for other 
language translations. All versions will be available on the 
archdiocesan website, www.archwinnipeg.ca, or through 
the communications office (478-3206, communications@
archwinnipeg.ca). 

“If God wills it, 
we will find a way”

 How do you sum up in 350 words or less 
what an incredible faith-filled, culturally enrich-
ing experience WYD 2005 was for the twelve St. 
Paul the Apostle pilgrims who made this blessed 
journey?  Well, we can tell you that it is almost 
impossible…except that if this pilgrimage taught 
us anything, it is that “If God wills it, we will find 
a way!”   This was our motto throughout the many 
months of preparation.  Every roadblock we met 
presented an opportunity for us to trust that God 
had a plan that was beyond our understanding.  
 Many of us were pilgrims who had journeyed 
to Toronto in 2002, and so we had a vague idea of 
what to expect upon our arrival in Germany…or 
so we thought. We began our pilgrimage in the 
small village of Ebtal-Dorcheim where we were 
welcomed like long-lost children even though we 
were strangers.  The Days of Encounter were for 
us the highlight of our pilgrimage in many ways, 

for it was here that we grew to under-
stand why John Paul II called the young 
people of the church to come together 
and celebrate our faith, and so we will 
focus our few words on trying to con-
vey how those four days enriched our 
lives.
      We were strangers in a foreign land 
but we were made to feel like treasured 
family members, and at every oppor-
tunity we celebrated life and the God 
that brought us together.  We feasted 
on the best family recipes and other 
German specialties. We journeyed to 
pilgrimage sites and historic churches.  
We sang a hymn of thanksgiving that 
echoed in the great Dom (Cathedral) 
in Limburg.  We hiked the surrounding 
hills and frolicked through the fields 
as only ‘city kids’ would.  We danced, 
laughed, rode carnival rides as we cel-
ebrated the Feast Day of St. Oswald, 
their patron saint.  When we came to-
gether for prayer it was a time when 

language was no longer a barrier, charades were 
not needed here!   
 All the people of this tiny town, young and 
old, enriched our lives in ways that they may 
never fully understand, and we in turn hope that 
we enriched theirs.  By simply making this jour-
ney in faith, we were witnesses of God’s love for 
one another and signs of hope for the church of 
tomorrow.   
 We are thankful indeed for the gift of this pil-
grimage and to the many people who helped get 
us there.  Like Mary our Mother, we will ponder 
in our hearts these treasured memories and draw 
upon them whenever we doubt the strength of 
community in our lives.
Contributed by Candace Maxwell & Heather 
Maxwell, parishioners at St. Paul the Apostle 
Parish

A communion based on holiness is 
a demanding vision and we need 
to recognize that the Cross always 
stands at the centre of such a vision. 

Creating communion demands 
trust in the Lord and trust in one 

another; it demands courage, 
patience, forgiveness and hope.

- Archbishop James Weisgerber in 
his Pastoral Vision for the Archdiocese, 

“Building a Church of Communion”

World Youth Day pilgrims share their stories

Pilgrims from St. Paul the Apostle on the pil-
grimage hike to Marienfeld, through the town 
of  Horrem. From left: Nicholas Barker, Valene 
Sathiakanthan, Natasha Klaponski, Ted Mitch-
ell and Heather Maxwell. 

Warm welcome 
experienced in Germany

 Fifteen kilometre hikes, the historical Gothic-style Cologne Cathedral, 
unsurpassed hospitality and over a million pilgrims “coming to worship 
Him.” With a memory full of so many details and life-changing moments, 
and with a word limit, it is hard to pick the perfect starting point to recount 
one incredibly faith-renewing experience.
 After being in Toronto for WYD 2002, I knew that I had to re-live the 
feeling of being one of the hundreds of thousands of pilgrims gathered to 
celebrate the youth of the Catholic church. The dream of traveling to Ger-
many for WYD 2005 began as soon as a group from my parish, Blessed 
John XXIII, began expressing similar interests. 

Continued 
Please see ‘World Youth Day’ on page 2

The group from Blessed John XXIII after having made a 
pilgrimage to Cologne Cathedral. They hold candles lit for 
the prayer intentions of  parishioners. Front row from left: 
Patrick Careen, Adrienne Swart and Susan Polz. Back 
row from left: Msgr. Maurice Comeault, Michael Kozier 
(standing), Phil Swart, Christina Ross and Kris Hiebert 
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From the Editor
 What an exciting time it is in the Archdiocese of Win-
nipeg! With the publication of his pastoral vision for the 
diocese (see story on page 1), Archbishop Weisgerber is 
inviting us to work together on four areas: stewardship, 
community building, liturgy and education and is encour-
aging us to become, even more fully, the kind of commu-
nity that we are called to be through our baptism. 
 Looking over the pages of this issue of the New Wine 
Press, it is evident that we are already living our call in 
these areas through the many activities that take place, 
every day, in our Archdiocese. Archdiocesan events like 
the RCIA forum (pgs. 6 & 7), Diaconate ordinations (pg. 
6) and the Nathanael Lay Formation process (pg. 7) help 
to educate us in our faith. Stories about the people in our 
diocese and their relationships (pg. 5) demonstrate how we 
build our communities of faith. Events like the Keynotes 
conference on Music and Liturgy (pg. 4) help us to make 
worship meaningful in our liturgical celebrations. Initia-
tives like Development and Peace’s Life Before Profit 
campaign (pg. 3) help us to learn how to be good stewards 
of the earth God has given us.
 The Archbishop’s pastoral vision, then, invites us to 
an even deeper understanding of our faith. It challenges us 
to understand the teachings of the Second Vatican Council 
and invites each of us, over the next 10 years, to use our 
gifts, energy and talents to build a church of communion. I 
look forward to hearing more from you, for the New Wine 
Press, as we embark on this journey.

-JS Fr. Tungolh celebrates 
40 years of priesthood

New Faces at the Catholic Centre

Margaret Craddock
Director of  Catechetics and Faith Formation

Originally from Victoria, B.C, Marg has spent the last five 
years working in Catechetics for the Archdiocese of St. 
John’s, Newfoundland. She was also involved with the 
writing of the Born of the Spirit Series, the catechetical 
resource of the CCCB.

Brian McKinnon
Coordinator of  Pastoral Councils 

Brian has joined the Archdiocese in the new role of Pastoral 
Councils coordinator. He will be responsible for ensuring 
the implementation of the new norms for Parish Pastoral 
Councils and will serve as a coordinator of the activities 
for the Archdiocesan Pastoral Council and a resource for 
the Deanery Pastoral Councils.

Fr. Paul Tinguely, pastor of  Our Lady of  the 
Nativity Parish in McCreary celebrated his 
20th anniversary of  ministerial priesthood 
in June. For the occasion the parish hosted 
a pot luck lunch. Parish Pastoral Council 
Chair John Puhacz (above, left) presented 
Fr. Tinguely with a plaque.

 Contributed by Anne Lashewicz, parishioner at  
 Our Lady of the Nativity Parish, McCreary

Fr. Tungolh (centre, front) with concelebrants Fr. Ruel Tungolh (to the left of  Fr. 
Tungolh), who is his nephew, Bishop Antonietto Cabajug of  Suriago, Philippines, 
his cousin (to the right of  Fr. Tungolh) and fellow priests.

World Youth Day pilgrims return
 Continued from page 1
As a group of eight (7 youth and Msgr. Comeault as our fearless leader) we planned, 
fundraised and grew spiritually in preparation and anticipation for the journey of a life-
time.
 Upon our arrival in Germany, our host families who showered us with care, love and 
concern, welcomed us into their homes as though we were family. Throughout the week 
we shared our experiences with them and in return learned a personalized, rich history of 
Cologne. In only a week, lifelong bonds were formed and promises of keeping in touch 
were made. This was one of the many times we saw people living out the word of God.
 The events of WYD had us walking all over the city, waiting in lines and cramming 
into subway cars. We were singing, laughing, learning and deepening our faith. Whether

at the Opening Mass in the Cologne Stadium, the Pope’s Welcome along the Rhine River, 
the Way of the Cross or the Vigil and Papal Mass at Marienfeld, seeing youth from all 
over the world flocking together to pray under many different circumstances truly re-
vealed the power of the Holy Spirit.
 Being in an environment that celebrates youth in the Catholic Church has empow-
ered us in a way that is hard to express in words. Knowing that a non-stop support system 
will allow us to continue the call of serving others now that we have returned home is 
perhaps the one true gift that will live on in us and call us to unite with the youth of the 
church once more.

Contributed by Adrienne Swart, Parishioner at Blessed John XXIII Parish

 In June, Fr. Vicente Tungolh, currently pastor at St. 
Edward’s Parish in Winnipeg, celebrated 40 years of min-
isterial priesthood with a Mass of Thanksgiving. 
 Fr. Tungolh was born in 1938 in the Philippines on the 
feast of St. Vincent. “Without any hint of the implications 
and complications of priesthood,” reads the brief biogra-
phy given at the celebration, “he started early preparation 
by enrolling in the Bohol Diocesan seminary school at age 
13.” His academic accomplishments in high school pre-
pared him well to survive the demands of college stud-
ies. After 4 years of theology he was ordained a priest in 
1965.
 Fr. Tungolh’s journey has taken him from being on the 

staff of the Bohol Diocesan seminary, to Vocations Direc-
tor at the seminary of Zamboaga, to Military Chaplaincy  
in the Armed Forces of the Philippines. In 1995 he retired 
with the rank of Colonel, but “God had his own plan and 
was not done with him yet.” He came to the Archdiocese 
of Winnipeg as a priest on loan and has served at St. Peter’s 
Church, Our Lady of Visitation and our Lady of Fatima 
(all Winnipeg), St. Felix (Dunrea) and St. Columba (Swan 
River) and missions.

Photograph and information contributed by Molet Mejos 
Parishioner at St. Edward’s Parish.
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The View 
from 

Micah House

Sunday morning and the congregation joins in one voice,

 “Let us build the city of God…”

At the bus stop just outside the Church on Stafford sits a 
poor man with an obvious mental disability. He asks wor-
shippers for a hand-out and then heads for the grocery 
store.

In the emergency room of a Winnipeg hospital, a young 
man asks for help fighting the demons of despair. After a 
three hour wait he is told he is not sick enough to be seen by 
a mental health expert. He is told to go home.

“Thy Kingdom come on earth…”

An eleven year old girl’s life experience is so bleak that she 
is without hope for the future. She hangs herself.

A single mother of two arrives at her minimum wage job 
that pays $7.25 an hour. She is scheduled for a six hour 
shift.  However, she is sent home after three hours because 
there is not enough work. As a result, her earnings vary 
wildly while the cost of food and her monthly rent remain 
constant.

“…the kingdom of God is at hand.”

Bed bugs infest a Manitoba Housing apartment block. The 
exterminator determines that it is not necessary to spray all 
the apartments even though the infestation has spread from 
one apartment to the next. The spray is toxic. Tenants are 
strongly advised to find alternative lodging for at least one 
night. 

A young inner city woman, beaten and terrorized by her 
husband, refuses to call the police for help. Although her 
husband will be apprehended, reprisals by her brothers-in-
law will be certain and swift. 

Three Ethiopian children, deserted by their Ethiopian fa-
ther, and separated from their Eritrean mother, are refused 
entry into Canada by a Canadian immigration official. Their 
uncle, who has legal guardianship of them, has the right of 
appeal under Canadian immigration policies.

The Congregation finishes with the rousing refrain: 

 “Let us build the city of God…”

Are we, the congregation, touched by the words of the 
hymn, busy building the city of God?

“Awake from your slumber, 
Arise from your sleep
A new day is dawning 

On all those who weep.”

Sr. Johanna Jonker is at Micah House,
 1039 Main St., Winnipeg

Water focus of Development and 
Peace’s fall action campaign

 On Saturday, October 1, Micah House, the Cath-
olic Centre for Social Justice in Winnipeg, hosted the 
introduction of the Fall Action Campaign of Develop-
ment and Peace and KAIROS. This marks the third 
and final year of the “Water: Life Before Profit!” cam-
paign that has focussed on water as a sacred gift and 
shared legacy. Present were around 100 campaign or-
ganizers, parish coordinators, and seekers of informa-
tion. Some have over 30 years of experience, while 
others are newly called to action. All were enthusias-
tic and committed. 
 KAIROS: Canadian Ecumenical Justice Initia-
tives unites eleven churches and religious organiza-
tions in work for social justice in Canada and around 
the world. Development and Peace is the official 
international development agency of the Canadian 
Catholic Church.
 The mandate given to the Government of Canada 
to work for the common good throughout the world 
has been quantifiably affirmed and strengthened by 
postcard campaigns such as the one being launched 
this fall. Indeed, Andre Goussaert of Development 
and Peace drew a direct link between the receipt of 
230,000 signatures on a Water Declaration received 
in Ottawa over the past two years and a dramatically 
increased presence of Canadian Members of Parlia-
ment in international negotiations on water resourc-
es.
 The postcard campaign will call upon the Govern-

In June, people from Our Place/Chez Nous visited Steinbach’s 
Mennonite Museum. Our Place was a recipient of  a 2005 Youth 
in Philanthropy Grant from the Winnipeg Foundation. 

ment of Canada to work nationally and internationally to 
ensure access to clean water for all by supporting genuine 
community participation in any decisions regarding water 
access, to oppose privatization of water services through 
federal, bilateral or multilateral agreements or policies, 
and to protect and preserve natural water resources.
 This year’s campaign was launched on October 6 in 
Ottawa. Local activities across the country will build on 
the theme and gather response from individuals and com-
munities. The additional “Tap Into It” campaign focusses 
on the increased commodification of water within North 
America as well as internationally. 
 Presentations by Debbie Coombs and Lorraine Du-
mont of KAIROS and Development and Peace presented 
powerful motivation to pursue this campaign with vigour. 
Water cleanses, refreshes, inspires, and is accepted as the 
source of all life. Yet, every 14 seconds someone dies be-
cause of contaminated water. Currently, 1 in 6 people in the 
world does not have access to clean water; 95% of people 
in need of water live in Asia, Africa and Latin America. 
 In breakout sessions, participants explored the con-
cepts of “common good”, “subsidiarity” and the devastat-
ing impact of “Public Private Partnership” agreements in 
place in many countries. They echoed the sentiments of 
the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Pastoral 
Letter on the Christian Ecological Imperative in October 
2003: “Such a basic human right as access to water can not 
be left to the whims of market forces to deliver.” 

Contributed by Barbara Fawcett

 Development and Peace invites you to take a 
closer look and have a voice about global water is-
sues in its third and final year to promote  ‘Water: Life 
Before Profit!’.  Over the past few decades, the use of 
water has increased. In many places water availability 
is falling to crisis levels. More than eighty countries, 
with forty percent of the world’s population, are al-
ready facing water shortages.  
 On March 3rd, 2005, 800,000 people brought the 
city of El Alto, Bolivia to a standstill because some 
200,000 of its citizens are still without access to wa-
ter.  How did this lack of access happen?  In 1997 
the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank 
put pressure on Bolivia to privatize their water ser-
vices, a condition for debt relief. Without consulting 
the people, the government signed a 30-year contract 
to privatize its water services.  Once this company got 
control it excluded several poor neighborhoods while 
other poor areas could not receive water until they 
paid for the pipes and labor involved in getting them 
hooked up to the system.
   Similar situations in other poor countries can be 
avoided by supporting publicly or cooperatively con-
trolled water services that have genuine community 
participation.  In the “fall action card” which Devel-
opment and Peace is asking you to sign, we demand 
that the Canadian government oppose measures, both 

federally and internationally, that promote the privatiza-
tion of water services. We also demand that the govern-
ment protect and preserve natural sources of water.
 Development and Peace asks us to examine important 
issues of public concern about water in poor countries and 
as well as on the home front. This campaign also looks at 
commerce in the bottled water industry. This information 
should lead people to draw the connection between the 
bottled water industry and the eroding of public control of 
water.  
 Across North America, the bottled water business is 
rapidly growing. Globally, the use of bottled water is 18 
times as much as it was 13 years ago.  One out of five Ca-
nadians drink only bottled water.
 You may say, “What does this have to do with me?  I 
don’t see a problem; bottled water is just another item on 
my grocery list.”
 Bottling water and selling it for a profit is just another 
way of privatizing a sacred gift that should remain ac-
cessible to all.  Bottled water also causes environmental 
damage. Read the information circulated through the Fall 
Action Campaign and connect with your parish represen-
tative to see how you can make a difference. 

Contributed by Eva Arsenault, Parishioner at St. Charles 
Parish

Notable Quotes From D&P Partners

The government of El Salvador just looks after the wealthy. We work with 
300 communities not supported by the government. That translates into 
25,000 families or 125,000 people.
- Lorena Araujo Martinez, president of CRIPDES, El Salvador, which
 promotes and strengthens organizational processes in rural communi-
 ties, while keeping with the principles of gender equity and environme-
 ntal sustainability, to stimulate economic and social development and  
 contribute to the democratic transformation of El Salvador. 

Many of the youth we worked with in our leadership programs now hold 
positions of leadership at the municipal level, working on economic initia-
tives.
 - Emilio Epin Amprimo, Manager, CORDES, El Salvador.
 CORDES promotes sustainable community-based economic and social  
 development in rural communities of El Salvador.

Water: Life Before Profit!

Call to action

Development and Peace is a member of two world-wide networks of Catho-
lic organizations for international development and emergency aid - Caritas 
Internationalis and CIDSE. Partners from these organizations recently visited 
Canada on solidarity visits. Here are some of their comments:
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Liturgy Commission hosts diocesan 
workshop in music and liturgy

 A successful musical sends the audience 
home humming the tunes; Key Notes sent forth 
music ministers singing at full voice. The  Litur-
gical Commission of the Archdiocese of Winni-
peg offered the Key Notes Workshop in Music 
and Liturgy on September 16 and 17 to over 
100 music ministers and liturgists gathered at 
St. Benedict’s Monastery and Retreat Centre. 
 Organizers sought to foster, enrich and cel-
ebrate musical talent in the spirit of ministry and 
service and assist in creating a network among 
music ministers in the area. The workshop be-
gan with solemn evening prayer redolent with 
wonderful choral and instrumental liturgical 
music. 
 Eight skilled clinicians presented a wide 
variety of 14 useful sessions over two short 
days. Sr. Joan Mormul, OSB, Director of Lit-
urgy at Benedict’s Monastery, conducted ses-
sions on the Ministry of the Cantor. Lawrence 
Harris, Director of the Canadian Symposium 
on Music in Liturgy in Ottawa, presented two 
workshops on Sight-Singing. Sr. Marie Baker, 
OSB, Member of the Liturgy Committee of St. 
Benedict’s Monastery, reviewed the selection 
of music and liturgial practices of The Liturgi-
cal Year. Lori Emond, Director of Music for the 
9:00 a.m. liturgy at St. Paul the Apostle Par-
ish, taught Guitar Techniques for the Liturgy. 
Ryan Kuklik, Organist and Music Director of 
St. Mary’s Cathedral, taught Organ Techniques 
for Pianists. Fr. Darrin Gurr, Director of Liturgy 
for the Archdiocese of Winnipeg, spoke on The 
Sunday Assembly and The Liturgical Commit-
tee. Geoffrey Angeles, a seminarian serving a 
pastoral internship at Good Shepherd Parish in 
Portage la Prairie, covered Piano Improvisation 
for the Liturgy, Effective Piano Accompani-
ment and Basics in Conducting.
 The liturgies in St. Benedict’s Chapel were 
prepared with great care and reverent joy. Not 
surprisingly the music lifted prayers to God 
with a special resonance and the congregational 
singing was lively and confident. 
 Music ministers were pleased to hear of a 
new Archdiocesan Choir that is being formed 
under the skilled and enthusiastic leadership of 
Geoffrey Angeles. 
 The workshops promoted the building 
of skills and a healthy exchange of ideas and 
concerns regarding local situations. Many at-
tendants bought new hymn books from Stepha-
nchew’s display table, and before the weekend 
was over, singing could be heard down every 
hallway of the Retreat Centre as music minis-
ters joined their voices. 

 The keynote address at the Archdio-
cese of Winnipeg’s “Key Notes Confer-
ence on Music and Liturgy” was given by 
Bernadette Gasslein. Her address was red-
olent with both beautiful keys and notes - 
choral music accompanied by gifted musi-
cians - that illuminated and amplified her 
powerful message. 
 Gasslein, editor of the liturgy maga-
zine, Celebrate!, is a renowned writer, mu-
sician and liturgist. She 
has served for 31 years 
in various liturgical and 
catechetical ministries 
from local  parishes to 
national congregations. 
She is also the music 
editor of Living With 
Christ.
 Gasslein thanked 
Archbishop Weigerber 
for his recognition of 
the central role of mu-
sic in building what he 
described as “a strong, 
vibrant, life-filled lit-
urgy” for the life of the 
Church as well as for 
evangelization. 
 “Gratitude is one 
of the most important 
aspects of our liturgy,” 
she said and called for a unique kind of 
ear training for the Eucharist, “training our 
ears and hearts”. 
 2003 marked the 40th Anniversary 
of the Constitution of the Sacred Liturgy 
which has encouraged new levels of par-
ticipation in liturgy and in the music of the 
liturgy. The power of pure unison heralded 
what Gasslein described as “the creation 
of a new living voice. The movement from 
silence to song has not been easy. The first 
steps toward good repertoire were falter-
ing and some liturgical music was set to 
such tunes as ‘Kumbyah’ and ‘Edelweiss’. 
Movement from silence to finding our 
voices must be renewed for every genera-
tion.”
 Gasslein explained that musical style 
and repertoire were dividing. Now all 
forms of genuine art are accepted in lit-
urgy. We are now learning to appreciate 
a wider variety of sacred music, interna-
tional and catholic in scope. “Many of our 
conflicts in the past have issued from a 
lack of understanding of the true nature of 

the Rites. New insight is essential; devote 
time to fine tuning your understanding of 
the Liturgy. It is truly a work of the spirit,” 
she explained.
 Gasslein enthused that through music, 
“we rejoice with our whole community, 
breathing in the life of God and breathing 
out song, an event of the presence of God”. 
Thus music is not merely decorative but “a 
constituent part of worship. The Christian 

people on Sunday create 
an inseparable harmony 
with which we must be 
in tune.”
    Prefaces and eucharis-
tic prayers can be good 
resources for music litur-
gists. “It is a fact of basic 
physics that all matter 
has frequency; all cre-
ation is inherently musi-
cal; we are called to hear 
the music of all creation,” 
Gasslein reminded par-
ticipants. “Each frequen-
cy matches the creature 
to which it belongs. We 
are joined to all creation 
is our praise of God. Our 
ear must be tuned to the 
voice of creation. Creator 
becomes creature as God 

comes to earth in human flesh. We need a 
lifetime of Sundays to explore our Pascal 
mystery. Salvation is happening today in 
our presence. Our hearts are in commu-
nion through Eucharist - the climax of our 
liturgy.”
 Gasslein remembered the sound ad-
vice of her parish organ teacher regarding 
music ministry, “Your responsibility is to 
serve the people of God at prayer. You are 
not here to show off your talent but to help 
people of God to pray. Transpose into the 
key of service not performance. Foster and 
nurture all musical skill but place it at ser-
vice to the community at prayer.” Music 
ministry is built on a variety of gifts that 
encourage the people of God to “sing a 
new church into being”. 
 Gasslein concluded her address by re-
minding participants that the Constitution 
of the Sacred Liturgy describes Liturgy as 
a foretaste of the heavenly banquet. “The 
people of God join in joyful worship that 
vibrates to the frequency of hope,” she 
said.    

Sessions foster and 
enrich musical talent

Bernadette Gasslein addresses “Key Notes”

Bernadette Gasslein

“KEY NOTES” MUSIC 
AND LITURGY TIPS

 Remember that 
 liturgy is a powerful   
force for evangelization in 
our world. 

 Pray daily. 

 Devote time to under-  
 standing rites  of  
worship. 

 Prefaces, antiphons   
 and Eucharistic 
prayers are  important 
guides and resources for 
music  liturgists. 

 Every Mass is an 
 opportunity for faith 
formation.

 Use bulletin and news 
 letter inserts to further 
promote faith formation.

 Respect the needs and  
 tastes of  the assembly. 

 Start a Liturgical Study  
 Group to foster growth 
and understanding of  par-
ish liturgical activity. 

 Set aside virtuosity
 and showmanship in 
favour of  welcoming and 
reverent confidence.

 Acclamations should
 suit the spirit of  the 
liturgical season in which 
they are being sung. 

 Always study the
 words of  hymns to 
confirm appropriate place-
ment within the Mass.

 Prepare for powerful
 moments in liturgy; 
don’t overkill an evident 
theme. 

 Remember that the
 prime responsibility of  
a music minister is to serve 
the people at prayer. 

Feature articles contributed by Barbara Fawcett

Caring Clowns provide laughter, support

The Caring Clowns

 Hospitals can be frightening places, particularly for 
children. Hospital stays include uncertainty, never-ending 
testing, and long periods of waiting for results. 
 Using the old cliché “laughter is the 
best medicine”, hospital clowns, a specialty 
within the clowning community, ply their 
trade in hospitals, hospices and nursing 
homes. Humor increases the endorphins, 
which consequently helps control pain and 
raises the spirits. Laughter increases oxy-
gen to the brain. Creating a situation which 
includes humor is a welcome change and 
a pleasant surprise in the hospital experi-
ence.
 Stella and Ken Thiessen from St. 
John Brebeuf Parish in Winnipeg are two 
of these “caring clowns”.  The history be-
hind their involvement in this pastime is 
an interesting one. In 1994, on their way 
to B.C., they had an accident which totaled 
their car.  “None of us should have survived,” said Ken, 
“God definitely spared us.”  This prompted Ken and Stella 
to ask themselves, “What does He want us to do?”
 A friend suggested that they take a palliative care 

course.  One of the presenters made an impression on them 
and planted the seed of what was yet to come.  Nurse Barb 
Nolan was a palliative care worker, a teacher and clown.  

Stella still remembers Barb’s 
presentation: “We recognized 
that love, compassion and hope 
can be combined together us-
ing a clown as a means of ex-
pression.” Barb demonstrated 
that even in painful situations, 
clowns bring their special mix 
of humor and sensitivity.
    After completing the pal-
liative care course, Ken and 
Stella volunteered to visit the 
terminally ill for a couple of 
years. Ken remembers that 
“although there was always 
lots of support from the co-
ordinators, we needed some-

thing to alleviate the lingering sadness from this type of 
volunteer work.”  
 One day Stella saw a clown course being offered 
through the community leisure guide. They took the course 

and enjoyed it immensely. Since then Ken and Stella have 
attended many clown courses, conferences and conven-
tions  For  9 years, they have been developing the person-
alities of their alter egos ‘Dr. Happy Go Lucky’ and ‘Nurse 
Payne In The Butt.’
 Now Ken and Stella provide support and mentor-
ship to Bernie Crawford, who is developing her skills as 
a caring clown. As a child, Bernie “was scared to death 
of clowns”, but for some reason, the idea of being a car-
ing clown fascinates her. “God saw that I took things very 
seriously in life and I needed to lighten up,” she said. Over 
the last several years Ken and Stella have provided Bernie 
with support, encouragement and advice as she develops 
the clown character she named ‘Pickles’.
 In their hospital visits as clowns, Ken and Stella pro-
vide many unique and happy encounters for the patients.  
With a smile, a kind word, a piece of candy, or magic trick 
they provide a welcome break to the patients and the staff.  
Although they are giving of themselves, Ken and Stella 
find being “caring clowns” very gratifying. “I love hospi-
tal clowning, it is the most loving and rewarding experi-
ences I can imagine,” says Stella.
Contributed by Eva Arsenault, Parishioner at St. Charles 
Parish
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Renewal of marriage vows 
a “confirmation of success 

on a long journey”
 “Don’t buckle under difficulties; endure no matter what,” says Stanka Kl-
aponski of she and her husband John’s guiding principles for their marriage. The 
Klaponskis celebrated their 25th wedding anniversary with a renewal of their 
vows at St. Paul the Apostle Parish last June. Stanka also jokes that the celebra-
tion was an opportunity for her to hear the vows in English because the first time 
they were married it was in Croatia and she was concerned that John didn’t under-
stand the vows. John assures her, though, that he did understand the vows the first 
time.
 The celebration was “a confirmation of success on a long journey,” says John, 
a doctor who grew up in Winnipeg. And what a journey - both literally and meta-
phorically - it was for the Klaponskis. The couple met in Belgrade in the former 
Yugoslavia, the country where Stanka was born. Both were omitted from the class 
lists on the first day of medical school in 1975 and each had gone to the secretary 
to rectify the situation. They were put in the same lab, as partners, where the first 
assignment was take blood from each other. The couple became friends and then 

started going out. Before they graduated they got married, in 1980, in a small 
town called Luc on the border of Croatia and Hungary. In 1981 Stanka made the 
difficult decision to leave her family and move to Canada with John and newborn 
Marko.  
 “This was probably the best decision,” says Stanka, who now works as a 
psychiatrist at St. Boniface Hospital, “because otherwise I would have been stuck 
in the middle of the war.” 
 The first years in Canada were challenging for the couple, but John’s parents 
and siblings provided much needed moral support. John got a job right away as an 
emergency physician while Stanka stayed at home with their children. About her 
first years in Canada Stanka says, “I had three small children, spoke no English. 
I don’t know how we survived.” She says she did not realize how much John had 
struggled in Yugoslavia, with the language and with cultural differences, until 
she came to Canada. At the same time, Stanka was also worried about her fam-
ily in Croatia who were suffering much trauma due to the war. The Klaponskis 
helped out by supporting the family during the war and by sponsoring members 
of Stanka’s family to come to Canada. She now has her parents and two sisters 
here. 
 “Life throws surprises at you,” says the couple, “there were times of crisis 
when we thought we would never live to our 25th anniversary because of some 
serious health problems that befell us.” That was the reason for the celebration of 
their marriage: in spite of all adversities, they survived. The couple credits their 
families and the principles learned from their parents with giving them the basis 
on which to build their marriage and family. Both come from close-knit families 
where the family always came first, no matter what. These are the values they 
used in raising their children, Marko (24), David (20) and Natasha (17) who are 
a source of joy and pride to John and Stanka. All three attend or have graduated 
from Catholic schools, a product of the role that religion played in the upbring-
ing of both John and Stanka, who were both raised Catholic. This was no small 
feat for Stanka’s parents in the midst of a country where practice of any religion 
was being discouraged. Her grandmother, who went faithfully to mass every day, 
played a huge role in the formation of Stanka’s faith. “Those things become part 
of you,” said Stanka. “It was not necessarily only religion,” she continues, “God 
was in charge. So many times I wanted to be in charge, but had I been, things 
wouldn’t have gone the same way.” 
 The couple says that young people today who are entering into marriage re-
lationships have different challenges. The many distractions and temptations in 
modern life often make it difficult to follow the tradition of religious teachings. 
“In today’s society we teach our children to be independent, assertive, to look for 
immediate gratification,” says Stanka. “Those teachings seem incompatible with 
marriage. We send a double message to our children. Not everything always goes 
the way it should or the way we want it to.” Constant compromise is required in 
marriage, asserts John, in order for it to be long-lasting. 
 The next 25 years will be more of the same, say the Klaponskis. They say 
that trusting your partner is the most important tool for marriage. Stanka said she 
never had to question her husband’s loyalty and fidelity; and John says the same 
of Stanka. “Being honest with each other is part of our marriage,” says Stanka, 
“that’s the way we do things; living the promise of love”

Contributed by Joanne Struch

The Klaponski family on the couple’s anniversary

“I believe I have a role in the 
mission of the people of God”
 After a five year term as Pastoral Admin-
istrator of the parishes of Elie and St-Eustache, 
Lucille Beaudin will be taking some time to 
rest, spend time with her family and be still, 
while she “tunes in” for her next ministry. The 
mother of five, ranging in age from 17 to 30, 
says that there was a large learning curve for 
her when she took on the role. Not only were 
there the practicalities of sacramental record 
keeping, cemetery upkeep 
and the day-to-day operations 
of two parishes, but also the 
Sunday and other celebrations 
and the spiritual well-being of 
the community to occupy her 
mind. 
 Beaudin was asked to 
take on the role of Pastoral 
Administrator after 3 years in 
the Nathanael Lay formation 
process. She left Nathanael 
fully energized and felt called. 
“I believe I have a role in the 
mission of the people of God,” 
she said. “Christ is in me, in 
you, we all have the royal of-
fice of Christ.” Taking on the role, though, was 
difficult because she and her husband, Gilles, 
were also parishioners of the parishes and had 
experienced, with the rest of the community, the 
loss of a full-time priest. Fr. Albert LaFrenière, 
OMI, continued to be a sacramental minister 
for the parish. When he was not available for 
the Eucharist, the parishes celebrated a Sunday 
liturgy of the word.
 “Our faith was not taken away, though,” 
she says, and when the challenge of becoming 
Pastoral Administrator first presented itself, 
she thought of Moses. “When God called him, 
he wondered how it would be possible. But 
God provided.”
 She learned to find the resources to deal 
with the challenges, whether it was a book, 
past experience, or the people of the commu-
nities. “The people of the parishes taught me 
through their faith,” Beaudin explains. “Every-
one I encountered had a gift to share.” She says 
that it was also through prayer and meditation 
that she was able to overcome the challenges. 
“You have to be in tune with the Spirit in order 
to be able to function in pastoral ministry,” she 
says. 
 The support of her family was also essen-
tial to her ministry. She knew there would be 
calls at her home in the evenings and that meet-

ings and other work would take her away from 
her family. Gilles worked full time on the fam-
ily farm, but he also always managed to help 
her out when needed. Beaudin says that she, 
Gilles and Fr. LaFrenière worked together as  a 
pastoral team for the parishes. She appreciates 
“their patience and all they taught me.”
  The communities of Elie and St-Eustache 
combined are made up of about 1000 parishio-

ners. They celebrate 
Sunday liturgy to-
gether and it is al-
ternated between the 
two churches. “Each 
is in need of the oth-
er,” says Beaudin, 
“and compliments 
the other.” Some pa-
rishioners initially 
had concerns about 
not having a full 
time priest, but  Be-
audin explains that 
the “concerns soon 
turned into blessings, 
and then into good 

suggestions.” 
 As the first female lay person to take on 
the role of Pastoral Administrator in the archdi-
ocese, Beaudin does admit that she sometimes 
felt alone. However, she says “the spiritual 
needs of the people need to be served, whether 
it is by a man or woman.”
 Beaudin believes that creating unity among 
parish communities is one of the possibilities 
for parishes and the archdiocese over the next 
few years. “There are parishes that have special 
needs, while others have strengths,” she says. 
“It is an opportunity for those with strengths to 
serve others by meeting the needs and creating 
unity.” She says that past experience has made 
her see beyond the parish doors to the larger 
community.
 Involving people under the age of 30 in 
parish life and making spiritual life accessible 
to families are two challenges that Beaudin 
sees for the Church. “People need to be edu-
cated in faith and reconciled with the church so 
that they have an understanding of religion,” 
she says. “We need to use Jesus as a guide in 
every day church organization.”
 “The church needs to come to the people,” 
she concludes, “not the people to the church. It 
is a tough task.”

Contributed by Joanne Struch

Lucille (right) with Fr. J. Glenn 
Murray at the International Cath-
olic Stewardship Conference.

Baptism celebrated by 
entire community

 When Daniel and Kellea Quen-
nelle made the decision to baptize 
their daughter Mikaela, they did 
not realize it would be such a big 
event in the community of Rivers. 
Mikaela’s baptism was the first to 
take place in the community in a 
number of years and the community 
truly celebrated this blessed event. 
After the baptism, which took place 
during the service of the liturgy of 
the word with communion, parish-
ioners gathered in the parish hall 
to truly welcome Mikaela into the 
community. 
 “It was wonderful to see the 
community response and so many 
people gathering afterward,” said 
Deacon John MacKenzie, who pre-
sided over the baptism during the 
liturgy. 
 The Quenelles live in Rapid 
City, which is about 20 minutes 
from Rivers. They have been at-
tending Immaculate Conception in 

Rivers for about 4 years. Kellea says they chose to worship 
there because it is a smaller church and it is possible to get 
to know more people. “There is more community involve-
ment,” she says, “everyone helps each other out.”

Dan, Kellea and Mikaela with Deacon John 
MacKenzie (left). Mikalea’s outfit was made by 
her great grandmother and has been worn by 
many Quennelle uncles and aunts.
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‘Beginnings Plus’ brings new energy to the 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults

Catechists gather at 
Echo the Word

 On three Saturdays during September and October, catechists 
throughout the Archdiocese had the opportunity to gather and learn 
at Echo the Word, a catechist formation day held yearly in the dio-
cese. The day-long gatherings in Brandon, Dauphin and Winnipeg 
gave catechists ideas, resources and strategies for sharing the faith 
with the children who gather with them each week. 
 For Tanya Santini, a catechist for year 1 at John XXIII parish 
in Winnipeg, the day was very helpful. “It was a chance to talk to 
people who have been catechists for a while,” she said. “Now I can 
go into the classroom with more confidence.” 
 Cat Walker, a year 2 catechist at Our Lady of Victory Parish 
came to Echo the Word expecting to get some good strategies as 
well as to network with other catechists of her year. “I am happy 

with the experience,” she said. “The format is good and the present-
er knowledgeable.” She was made aware of some new resources 
that she will now be able to use at her parish. In future years at 
Echo the Word, she would like to see a music specialist brought in 
to help people who have no musical background. “Music can be 
used to create a more prayerful atmosphere for children,” she said. 
“Catechists shouldn’t be afraid to use music, even if they don’t have 
the background.”

Molet Mejos (pictured right), Catechetical Coor-
dinator at St. Edward’s Parish, speaks with cate-
chists at Echo the Word in Winnipeg.

Service at centre of 
Deacon’s ministry

 “In ordination we celebrate the ris-
en Lord who continues to build up the 
church,” said Archbishop James Weisger-
ber in his homily during the ordination of 
Alberto Sangalang and Philip Durant to 
the permanent diaconate at St. Mary’s Ca-
thedral in September. “We are the church, 
his body. Through us he continues to teach, 
heal, forgive, embrace, love, affirm.”
 The body of Christ has many mem-
bers, continued Weisgerber, and each one is 
indispensable to show the world the power 
of Christ. “The ways we manifest the pres-
ence of Christ are often easy, manageable 
and comfortable for us,” he said.
 One of the challenges of the church, 
though, is to represent the whole of the 
risen Christ. At the centre of discipleship 
is the symbol of washing each other’s feet. 
“If we are not willing to wash each other’s 
dirty feet, we have missed the whole point,” 
Weisgerber said, acknowledging that this 
has been a huge challenge of the Church 
over the years. It is also a challenge to the 
kind of materialistic culture in which we 

live. “Materialism 
leads to death and 
loneliness,” Weis-
gerber continued. “It 
is only in the others 
- the weak, margin-
alized, the sick and 
the lonely - where 
we meet the Lord.” 
 This is essen-
tially the ministry of 
the Deacon, Weis-
gerber explained. 
“They are ordained 
to be a sacrament 
of service and are 
called to remind us 
that discipleship 
consists in serving 
others,” he said. 
They are to remind 

us to reach out to those in need because  
this is the only way to life and happiness. 
“Deacons do this through example,” Weis-
gerber said. “They are trained in service to 
animate the parish.” The Diaconal minis-
try is threefold. In charity the deacon is of 
service to the community.  Through word 
he proclaims the gospel and preaches. In 
liturgy he assists at Mass, is a minister of 
the Eucharist, witnesses at marriages, cel-
ebrates baptisms and leads the community 
in prayer. Through his experience of ser-
vice, a Deacon is able to read the gospel in 
a whole new way, said Weisgerber, there-
fore the deacon’s homily is also different 
that the pastor’s. “The Deacon’s assistance 
at the Eucharist is a symbol that we are 
being transformed into the risen Christ,” 
Weisgerber concluded. “The Deacon is a 
constant sign that the church needs to fol-
low the Lord in service.”

Contributed by Joanne Struch

Deacons Philip Durant (left) and Alberto 
Sangalang (right) at their ordination

 “Preach the gospel always…and only 
if you have to…use words,” Deacon Philip 
Durant paraphrases St. Francis of Assisi in 
explaining the philosophy that has guided 
him throughout his life and which will now 
guide him in his service as a deacon in the 
Archdiocese of Winnipeg. Philip Durant 
and Alberto Sangalang were ordained to 
the permanent diaconate by Archbishop 
James Weisgerber in September. 
 For the two, the formal journey to or-
dination was 3 years of lay formation in 
the Nathanael process followed by more 
years of discernment during the diaconal 
formation. “The emphasis of our diaconal 
coursework and practicum experiences 
was that of service in pastoral care in our 
church community and outreach and ser-
vice to the greater community,” explains 
Durant.
 “The diaconate program has deepened 
my understanding of discipleship and ser-
vice that we are called to,” said Sangalang. 
“It was through meeting and relating to the 
people around me that I was inspired, chal-
lenged and motivated to respond to this 
diaconal ministry.” 
 Both men describe their journey to 
ordination to the diaconate as a life-long 
process; and for both, this process involves 
their wives and families. “In my youth and 
into my young adult years I discovered a 
God who desired to have a relationship 
with me,” says Durant “and the more fully 
I entered into the relationship I found that 
God became more present to me in the or-
dinary situations of life.” Durant says he 
and his wife Joan have “been called as a 

couple into the ministry of service among 
the people of God. The discernment pro-
cess, he says, “was mutual and consensual, 
each providing the other with permission, 
support and encouragement to answer 
God’s call into service.” 
 “The way my wife got us involved 
in the parish made me want to learn 
more about my faith,” says Sangalang of 
his journey to the diaconate. The couple 
went on a Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Weekend in 1985 and through that “under-
stood more fully that we live not for each 
other only but must reach out to others to 
complete our baptismal calling.” At that 
time, he says, a seed had been planted in 
his mind to be of service to others. Before 
that, though, he says, “I remembered how 
my mother taught me the value of prayers 
by her very example.” He also credits his 
Catholic School education with helping 
him in his faith.
 Durant believes that one of the chal-
lenges for deacons in the church is the “ac-
ceptance of and understanding of the role 
of a Deacon in local church communities.” 
Deacons are not ‘mini priests’, he goes on 
to say, and “are not ordained to replace the 
priest but rather they are to complement 
him in his ministry by serving the people 
in practical hands on ministry and works of 
charity.”  Deacons are community builders, 
he says and their role is to “enable, encour-
age and facilitate the participation of mem-
bers in the community to assume responsi-
bility for their own communities.” 
 Being the sacramental signs of Christ, 
the servant, is one of the challenges San-

 Clergy, religious and lay people from the Archdiocese of Winnipeg 
gathered at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish October 4 – 7 for Be-
ginnings Plus, a forum on the catechumenate.  A total of 7 dioceses and 
over 170 people participated in the week-long forum, including those 
from as near as St. Boniface and from  as far as Nova Scotia. By all 
accounts, the forum, which focuses on the Rite of Christian Initiation 
of Adults (RCIA), was a powerful, moving experience –  emotional at 
times – and worth every minute. The forum team, which consisted of 5 
presenters from across North America, used a combination of sessions, 
dialogue groups, mystagogical reflections and adaptations of Rites to 
provide participants with an opportunity to understand the Rite more 
fully and deepen their understanding of their own faith.
 “The purpose of the forum is to help priests and other pastoral 
ministers become aware of the profound power the Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults has for helping adults and children discover the 
awesome love of the Lord for them,” said Michael Clay, a priest of the 
Diocese of Raleigh and forum team member. “And the power it has to 
help them find a faith community that both knows and is trying to grow 
and respond to that love. The institute invites the participants to take 
the journey of those seeking God and a faith community and deepen 
their own awareness of God’s profound love for them made visible in 
Jesus Christ.” 
 For Archbishop Weisgerber, the forum was a “wonderful opportu-
nity to have priests, the bishop, and lay people together so we can put 
some new and fresh energy into rediscovering this wonderful gift of 
God.” The RCIA is a relatively new rite, he explains, introduced by the 
Second Vatican Council. “It has had a difficult time finding a place in 
the church,” he said. “But it has tremendous potential for the renewal 
of the whole church.” 
 The hoped-for energy is certainly apparent in participants, each of 
whom seems to have discovered something new about his or her faith 
and will take this discovery back to their communities to share not 
only with those experiencing initiation into the faith, but also with the 
entire community. 
 Sr. Cathy Laviolette, snjm, Pastoral Administrator of St. Michael’s 
Parish in Gimli, shared her discovery. “[The Rite] underlines the im-
portance of the Word of God in our lives and liturgies,” she said. “I 
am eager to find ways to give the Word of God its place in all of our 
celebrations together, especially the Sunday liturgy.” She cites long 
silences and slow and expressive proclamations of the Word as two 
things she will be focussing on in her parish. “It is important to take 
time because God is priority,” she concludes.
 For Kathy Brost of St. John Brebeuf Parish and the local coordina-
tor of the week, the forum was a success. “Throughout this week we 
have worked on coming together as church and who we are as church,” 
she said. “This was a real experience of becoming church.” 
 Contributed by Joanne Struch

Gift of RCIA rediscovered

You come here thinking you are going to be 
shown how to do RCIA, but it is a spiritual 
growth opportunity, knowing what liturgy 
can be when done with thought.

  - Brenda Evans, 
   St. John Brebeuf Parish, 
   Winnipeg 

 I was involved in RCIA 20 years ago when 
my husband went through it. At that time, 
I learned things about my faith. Three 
years ago I became an RCIA team mem-
ber in my parish. But this week I feel like I 
didn’t know anything before attending this 
forum. It has been a profound experience, 
a deepening of faith and knowledge and a 
belief in what we are doing. 

  - Mary-Margaret Patterson,
   Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish,
  Winnipeg

Journey to the diaconate a 
life-long process

glalang sees for deacons in the church. “Balancing 
the three-fold diaconal ministry,” he says, “with his 
first calling as a married person and his prayer life” 
are also challenges for the deacon.
 Durant is assigned to St. Ann’s parish in Win-
nipeg, but his full time ministry is at Headlingly Cor-
rectional Centre as a chaplain. “I believe that hope 
and love are the common needs of people whether 
they are in prison or on the street,” he says. “My role, 
at the prison is to be an agent of God who promises 
hope and love in the person of Jesus.”
 “I believe that life is a great gift,” concludes 
Sanglang, “and that each and every one of us should 
be thankful for this. In gratitude, all of us are called 
or invited to respond to our role during our lifetime 
and to journey together as a ‘pilgrim people’.” 

Contributed by Joanne Struch
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Nathanael lay formation 
process begins in Brandon‘Beginnings Plus’ brings new energy to the 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
 “Nathanael is a formation process for 
personal and spiritual growth,” explains Fr. 
Eric Giddins, pastor at St. Antoninus par-
ish in Deloraine and coordinator of the Na-
thanael process in Brandon. “It is an adult 
method of catechesis to deepen a person’s 
realization of their unique gifts and talents 
as well as their understanding of and com-
mitment to the church.” A group of 34 peo-

ple gathered in Brandon for the first time 
in September to begin their journey in the 
Nathanael process together. The process 
has been happening in Winnipeg for some 
time.
 Having a group in Brandon, says Gid-
dins, “is important to meet the spiritual 
needs of the people of God outside of Win-
nipeg” who have a desire to deepen their 
understanding of faith and church.
 Group member Ken De Roo agrees. 
“There are many people in Brandon and 
rural western Manitoba that are journeying 
to find a more active role in their spiritual 
and personal growth,” he says. “By having 
the Nathanael process in our community it 
allows not only those people to join, but 
others to learn through us.” 
 The Nathanael process involves being 
committed to meeting with the group one 
weekend per month (from September to 
June) for three years. On the first weekend, 
it is customary for the group to choose a 
name in order to solidify itself as a com-
munity. The Brandon group chose Blessed 
Mother Theresa as its name. “Mother 
Theresa said that we are not all called to 
do what she does, but we are all called to 
do what we can in our own community,” 
explains De Roo of the group’s choice of 
name. “To think that we could give to our 
community what Mother Theresa gave to 
the world would be pretty awesome.”
 Judy Wells of Deloraine, a member 
of the Blessed Mother Theresa Nathanael 
group, hopes that the process will be “an 

awakening of spirit, getting out of my com-
fort zone.” She explains that “without pain 
there is no growth, newness or deepened 
faith.” She expects that the process will 
give her a better understanding of what it is 
to be Catholic, an education about why we 
do what we do in the Catholic Church and 
a focus on the importance of social justice 
issues in the church. 

 

Fr. Eric Giddins explains that the formation 
team does not have any set expectations of 
the group and its process, but attempts to 
provide an environment for the formation 
process to occur. This is done through an 
adult method of education and by provid-
ing an environment of openness, trust and 
honesty. “The formation team provides the 
environment for the Holy Spirit to move, 
transform and motivate each person,” he 
explains. “Each person is created uniquely 
in God and so will experience it uniquely 
and differently. How the Holy Spirit works 
in each and every person is up to the Holy 
Spirit and that person.”
 For many people, Giddins goes on to 
say, the experience of faith formation stops 
when catechism ends as a youth. Every 
other area of our life matures as we grow 
as adults, except sometimes our spiritual 
life or faith. In this way, he explains, Na-
thanael responds to the vision and spirit of 
the second Vatican Council which called 
for greater formation and education in the 
faith for adults. “The vision of the second 
Vatican council is that ‘we are church’,” 
says Giddins. “To work with that vision, 
the church must provide lay formation 
programs to enable the people of God to 
capture this spirit and respond to the call of 
Vatican II.”
 For more information about Nathana-
el, visit www.archwinnipeg.ca and click on 
the link on the right hand side of the page.

Contributed by Joanne Struch

Catechists gather at 
Echo the Word

 On three Saturdays during September and October, catechists 
throughout the Archdiocese had the opportunity to gather and learn 
at Echo the Word, a catechist formation day held yearly in the dio-
cese. The day-long gatherings in Brandon, Dauphin and Winnipeg 
gave catechists ideas, resources and strategies for sharing the faith 
with the children who gather with them each week. 
 For Tanya Santini, a catechist for year 1 at John XXIII parish 
in Winnipeg, the day was very helpful. “It was a chance to talk to 
people who have been catechists for a while,” she said. “Now I can 
go into the classroom with more confidence.” 
 Cat Walker, a year 2 catechist at Our Lady of Victory Parish 
came to Echo the Word expecting to get some good strategies as 
well as to network with other catechists of her year. “I am happy 

with the experience,” she said. “The format is good and the present-
er knowledgeable.” She was made aware of some new resources 
that she will now be able to use at her parish. In future years at 
Echo the Word, she would like to see a music specialist brought in 
to help people who have no musical background. “Music can be 
used to create a more prayerful atmosphere for children,” she said. 
“Catechists shouldn’t be afraid to use music, even if they don’t have 
the background.”

Molet Mejos (pictured right), Catechetical Coor-
dinator at St. Edward’s Parish, speaks with cate-
chists at Echo the Word in Winnipeg.

 Clergy, religious and lay people from the Archdiocese of Winnipeg 
gathered at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish October 4 – 7 for Be-
ginnings Plus, a forum on the catechumenate.  A total of 7 dioceses and 
over 170 people participated in the week-long forum, including those 
from as near as St. Boniface and from  as far as Nova Scotia. By all 
accounts, the forum, which focuses on the Rite of Christian Initiation 
of Adults (RCIA), was a powerful, moving experience –  emotional at 
times – and worth every minute. The forum team, which consisted of 5 
presenters from across North America, used a combination of sessions, 
dialogue groups, mystagogical reflections and adaptations of Rites to 
provide participants with an opportunity to understand the Rite more 
fully and deepen their understanding of their own faith.
 “The purpose of the forum is to help priests and other pastoral 
ministers become aware of the profound power the Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults has for helping adults and children discover the 
awesome love of the Lord for them,” said Michael Clay, a priest of the 
Diocese of Raleigh and forum team member. “And the power it has to 
help them find a faith community that both knows and is trying to grow 
and respond to that love. The institute invites the participants to take 
the journey of those seeking God and a faith community and deepen 
their own awareness of God’s profound love for them made visible in 
Jesus Christ.” 
 For Archbishop Weisgerber, the forum was a “wonderful opportu-
nity to have priests, the bishop, and lay people together so we can put 
some new and fresh energy into rediscovering this wonderful gift of 
God.” The RCIA is a relatively new rite, he explains, introduced by the 
Second Vatican Council. “It has had a difficult time finding a place in 
the church,” he said. “But it has tremendous potential for the renewal 
of the whole church.” 
 The hoped-for energy is certainly apparent in participants, each of 
whom seems to have discovered something new about his or her faith 
and will take this discovery back to their communities to share not 
only with those experiencing initiation into the faith, but also with the 
entire community. 
 Sr. Cathy Laviolette, snjm, Pastoral Administrator of St. Michael’s 
Parish in Gimli, shared her discovery. “[The Rite] underlines the im-
portance of the Word of God in our lives and liturgies,” she said. “I 
am eager to find ways to give the Word of God its place in all of our 
celebrations together, especially the Sunday liturgy.” She cites long 
silences and slow and expressive proclamations of the Word as two 
things she will be focussing on in her parish. “It is important to take 
time because God is priority,” she concludes.
 For Kathy Brost of St. John Brebeuf Parish and the local coordina-
tor of the week, the forum was a success. “Throughout this week we 
have worked on coming together as church and who we are as church,” 
she said. “This was a real experience of becoming church.” 
 Contributed by Joanne Struch

Gift of RCIA rediscovered

I am motivated to look closer at parish in-
volvement, at enhancing parish involvement 
in celebrating rites.
 - Deacon Robert Gate,
  St. Charles Parish, Winnipeg

This is the basis of what we do; it is the 
framework out of which all catechesis flows. 
The baptismal catechumenate is the model 
for all catechesis.
  - Marg Craddock,
  Director of Catechetics 

It is God in action. 
  - Julie Soares
   Immaculate Conception Parish, 
   Winnipeg

The Rite of Christian Initiation is a Rite of 
the church, not a program. It is who we are 
called to be. The Eucharist is the high point 
of this Rite, when we come to the table of the 
Lord.

  - Sheila O’Dea, R.S.M.
   Forum team member

Many things were shared that we didn’t know. 
It was informative and I learned a lot. For 
example the Rite of Sending before the Rite of 
election. I would like to do this in my parish.

  - Fr. Diosdado Parrenas, Pastor, 
   St. Joseph’s Parish, Winnipeg

Blessed Mother Theresa Nathanael Group

Archbishop Weisgerber, Kathy Brost (front, 
centre) and the forum team
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Parishes hold pro-life events

League for Life in Manitoba Inc (L4L) ‘Life Hike’ 2005

The St. James Knights of Columbus and the St. James Assiniboia Council of the Catho-
lic Women’s League (CWL) hosted this year’s League for Life (L4L) ‘Life Hike’ 2005 
on Saturday September 24, 2005 at the Assiniboia Christian Centre. There was a bake 
sale, refreshments, snacks, a light lunch, activities at the Kids’Corner and a Silent Auc-
tion. The ‘Life Hike’, a 5 km walk, was well attended with all money raised going to 
‘Choose Life’ and ‘I Love Life’ programs. For pledge forms and more information about 
next year’s hike please contact  Marie-Jo Laroche at L4L office at 233-8047.   

 Contributed by Paul Swart, Grand Knight, St. James Council #4557

Pro - Life Mass at St. Vital Parish

On September 23rd, a Mass was celebrated at St. Vital Parish, Winnipeg, for the 
pro-life cause and the repose of the souls of Joseph Borowski, Pat Soenen and 
Niel Slykerman. Fr. P. Morand called these three, true giants in the pro-life cause. 
After Mass, Father blessed the monument honouring the unborn. Over 600 stu-
dents from St. Maurice School (kindergarten to high school) attended the celebra-
tion. Students were asked to draw pro-life posters, which were displayed on the 
church walls.  Prizes were supplied by Campaign Life Coalition Manitoba.   

 Contributed by Maria Slykerman, CLC Manitoba

‘Prayers of the Heart’ brings 
together people of many faiths

 A remarkable energy 
enveloped Prayers of the 
Heart, the annual interfaith 
peace gathering hosted by 
the Mother of Perpetual 
Help Prayer Group. El 
Salvadorians Adriana Car-
dona and her great-grand-
mother Antonia Sibrian 
knew from past experience 
that the music and singing 
would be beautiful. Mary 
Van Eerd, a member of 
the Our Lady of Perpet-
ual Help choir, smiled at 
her six year old daughter 
Maggie who joined her at 
the celebration. They were 
here to share their support 
for humanity of all faiths. 
 Thanks to the helping 
hands of Dennis Ng-Chung, Lynette Sand and 
others, a lovely array of ethnic delicacies were 
awaiting post program fellowship. Friendships 
with Farida Lalbiharie, the gentle yet powerful 
force behind the peace gathering, brought many 
volunteers and participants to the evening. 
 Durga and Arun Ogale, who have been at-
tending the event for six years, continue to be in-
spired by the goodness, the unity and the peace 
they encounter. This year, Erna Martens joined 
the Ogales, so pleased to be invited and amazed 
at the number and diversity of people in the 
room. 
 Guest Speaker Reverend Susan Van Dreser 
of the Unitarian Church of Winnipeg captivated 
the audience with her recounting of the meaning 
of prayer in her life. In her stories of time spent 
with a distressed friend, and on the front-lines of 
sand-bagging, she described prayer as those ges-
tures of common ground and sharing with each 
other. 
 A beautiful highlight of the evening was 
the retelling, by representatives of each faith, of 
where they had experienced the Divine outside 
of their own faith tradition. Archbishop James 
Weisgerber led this portion of the program, first 
sharing his own encounter with the Divine dur-
ing his time working with First Nation commu-
nities in Saskatchewan. Archbishop Weisgerber 
learned how God reveals himself by seeing Him 
work through people. 
 Phil Stiva spoke of shalom in the Jewish 
faith and how the key to peace is tolerance. 

Pooran Singh, of the Rama Krishna faith, told 
a favorite story about the Divine showing itself 
to a person three times but the person not be-
ing wise enough to know it was the Divine they 
were encountering. Brinda Smith, of the Hari 
Krishna faith, described the Divine in His call 
to action to the faithful: “Oh Lord, energy of the 
Lord, put me in your service”. 
 Joan Suzuki from the Buddhist faith pointed 
to the natural world, the pure land, where there 
is no ego and the Divine is openly revealed. The 
representative from the Sikh faith, Mr. Singh, 
felt the work of the Divine through believing 
in humanity, peace and love. John Speck of the 
Catholic faith believed it was the Divine who 
kept him safe and alive during World War II. 
Joseph Seider of the Methodist faith recounted 
the work of the Divine in bringing him and his 
wife together, which ultimately caused their two 
warring tribes to shake hands for the first time in 
their history. 
 Over a samosa and cup of chai, Archbishop 
Weisgerber summed up the beauty of the eve-
ning. “This yearly event brings to the fore the 
constancy of peace, harmony and human conso-
lation,” he said. “Our yearly attendance causes 
our comfort with diversity to grow. We come to 
know that the world is one and that diversity is 
good. Winnipeg is unique in how it offers this 
cosmopolitan experience – and one that I would 
like to see happen in more encounters through-
out the year.”

Contributed by Joanne Thibault, 
Parishioner at St. John Brebeuf Parish.

A young participant watches a candle being lit at the 
Prayers of  the Heart Interfaith Peace Gathering

Beginning Experience 
provides support to those 
who have lost a partner

 The grief resolution ministry of Beginning Experience has been offer-
ing peer support to the widowed, separated, and divorced in Winnipeg since 
1982. The loss of a partner is one of life’s most painful experiences, and Team 
trained volunteers devote their time to ensure no one has to walk this path 
alone. 
 Beginning Experience was started in Texas in 1973 by Sr. Josephine 
Stewart, still a professional counselor, who modeled the program after Mar-
riage Encounter, with the approval of Fr. Gabriel Calvo. Today there are 
over 100 Teams throughout the world, including Australia, New Zealand, 
Britain, Scotland, Ireland and Singapore, with further requests and interest 
from Wales & the continent of Africa. There is also a thriving ministry in the 
southwestern United States for those whose first language is Spanish. The 
International Ministry Centre is located in South Bend, Indiana. 
 There are three established Beginning Experience Teams in Canada: in 
London and Sarnia, Ontario and in Winnipeg, Manitoba, whose chapter con-
sists of approximately 80 trained volunteers. Winnipeg will be the host city 
for the next International Convention. “Beginning Experience Teams from all 
over the world will provide fellowship, training workshops and self-growth 
seminars,” says Eileen Bennett from Winnipeg, Vice-President of the Inter-
national Board. 
 Beginning Experience International develops well-structured programs 
with professionals in the fields of ministry, grief psychology, education and 
organizational process. The training is continually updated and ongoing. 
Training coordinator Jennifer Recksiedler recently attended a Regional Con-
ference in New York State, and says, “One of the important things we have 
in Winnipeg is continuity. Experienced Team members have passed on their 
material and knowledge to us, which now goes on to our new Team members 
and facilitators.” 
 Over the years, many people have found their way to this peer ministry 
after reading about it in their church bulletins, or in the brochures available at 
their church. Although the roots of Beginning Experience are in the Catholic 
Church, the programs are designed to be open and comfortable for people of 
all faiths. “Thanks to Fr. Jose Montepeque, Spiritual Director to the Winnipeg 
Team, we have started a Community Outreach project,” says outreach coor-
dinator Gisele Souque. “Team members have already presented brief talks, 
distributed brochures, and answered questions after attending services at St. 
Mary’s Cathedral and St. Paul the Apostle Parish. We have been well re-
ceived,” she continues. To bring this information to your congregation, con-
tact Gisele Souque at 256-7959.
 Beginning Experience is a place to find understanding, compassionate 
people who can identify with your feelings of grief. Winnipeg will continue 
its mandate to serve and bring healing to the widowed, separated and di-
vorced, as well as their children. For information:
 Winnipeg offers three adult Beginning Experience Weekends yearly 
(October, February and May). To hear more about this life giving experience, 
contact Michelle Vandenbroek at 254-8903. 
 Two-hour support sessions run in Winnipeg every Wednesday for 10 
consecutive weeks (starting every September, January and April). Contact 
Bev Laurila at 487-4304.
 For information about the Young Adults Beginning Experience Week-
end, call Dot Sinclair at 1-204-766-2408, or Melanie Fransoo at 612-6146. 

Contributed by Dawn France
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Holy Rosary Parish then and now

From 1923 to 1968, Holy Rosary Parish, home to Winni-
peg’s Italian Catholics, was located on Sherbrook Street 
(pictured left) in Winnipeg near the General Hospital. In 
1965, Children’s Hospital, which was to become part of  
the Health Sciences Centre, acquired the title to the land 
and the building. A new church was built on River Ave. 
(pictured above). This year, renovations to the church in-
cluding the new piazza area in front of  the church and a  
waterfall, have been completed.

A Christian Funeral: Source of Hope
Last year the Council of  Priests requested that guidelines be developed to enhance the celebration of  funeral liturgies in the Archdiocese. To that end, 
they requested that Fr. Darrin Gurr prepare a document so that everyone might understand the beauty and importance of  the Church’s rites surround-
ing funeral liturgies. This document was approved by the Council of  Priests who hope that it will help us understand how celebrating funeral liturgies  
well is meant to be a faith enriching experience. 

Preparing to Celebrate 
The Order of Christian Funerals

The Archdiocese of Winnipeg
2005

Why Funeral Rites?
 The death of a relative or friend is a time of great 
grief. Every death is mourned in a unique way depending 
on the relationship one has had with the deceased. In many 
ways every person’s grief is personal. At the same time, as 
members of a faith community we join with others in re-
membering, grieving and seeking consolation. It is in this 
community that we find comfort and support. It is in this 
community that we are reminded of the risen Lord who is 
our strength. The rites of the Church during this time of the 
funeral help us to come to terms with our loss. The rites 
offer meaning during our time of despair.

Walking through the Order of Christian Funerals
 The three funeral rites are principally concerned with 
the final journey that a community makes with its deceased 
loved one. Christian liturgy places a person’s death, and 
the sorrow of the mourners, in the context of Christ’s death 
and resurrection. We pray for the deceased and allow our 
faith in the resurrection of Jesus to sustain us. All three 
rites are to be celebrated in the presence of the body of the 
deceased whenever possible.
 The principal ritual unfolds in three moments: 

i) The Vigil
 The vigil, customarily in the form of the Liturgy of 
the Word, consists of the introductory rites, a proclamation 
from scripture, a homily, the prayer of intercessions and a 
concluding rite. The vigil takes place in the church or the 
funeral home. The body of the deceased is present. The 
vigil provides the opportunity of personalizing  the liturgy  
and offering  words of remembrance.

ii) The Funeral Mass
 The funeral mass includes the reception of the body 
or cremated remains, the celebration of the Liturgy of the 
Word, the Liturgy of the Eucharist, and the final commen-
dation and farewell. The Mass may be followed by the 
procession to the place of committal.

iii) The Rite of Committal 
 The rite of committal begins with an invitation and 
prayer  over the place of burial.  The rite continues with the 
words of committal and the Lord’s prayer. A responsory 
and blessing conclude the three moments of the Order of 
Christian funerals.

Commonly Asked Questions:

When is it the appropriate time for Words of Remem-
brance?  
 The central focus of the funeral liturgy is the death 
and resurrection of Jesus, whose gift of redemption gives 
us victory over death.  It is important to maintain the pri-
macy of this message of hope. Words of remembrance ide-
ally occur as part of the vigil celebration, at a time prior to 
the Funeral Mass or following the liturgy at the reception.

Is Cremation permitted?
 Cremation is permitted. However, the Church pre-
fers the option of having the cremation take place after 
the funeral liturgy in order to celebrate its three principal 
funeral rites in the presence of the body. The Church can 
then show reverence to the body through the signs that 
have long been part of the Church’s tradition. 

Why have a Vigil?
 The role of the vigil for the deceased in the process of 
Christian burial is very important. In a society that prizes 
expediency, there is a growing trend to omit the vigil and 
proceed immediately to the funeral liturgy. The vigil is the  
opportunity for family, friends and the Christian commu-
nity to gather to remember the life of the deceased, express 
grief and offer comfort and consolation. It is also a time 
for family and friends to face the reality of death, to begin 
the process of grieving and to continue the process of heal-
ing and consolation. The vigil is an integral moment in the 
pastoral care of the living and is not to be omitted.  

Can a Funeral Mass be celebrated in the funeral 
home?
 The Church is where the community gathers to cel-
ebrate our Christian journey. The parish church is the 
place of prayer and sacrament for the local community.  
A funeral, though personal, is not private and therefore is 
worthy of the dignity of the church’s worship space. The 
celebration of the funeral mass is not permitted outside of 
the parish church. 

What type of Music is acceptable?
 Music is an integral part of the funeral rites. The 
text of the songs should express the paschal mystery of 
the Lord’s suffering, death and resurrection. The music 
selected should relate to the readings from Scripture and 
the proclamation of the Christian faith. The limited use of 
secular music may be incorporated into the vigil.  

Can non-scriptural material be used?
 In every liturgy, the Church attaches great importance 
to the reading of the Word of God. The readings proclaim 
to the assembly the paschal mystery, teach remembrance 
of the dead and convey the hope of being gathered togeth-
er again in God’s heavenly kingdom. Above all, the read-
ings tell of God’s designs for the world in which suffer-
ing and death will relinquish their hold on all whom God 
has called his own. In the celebration of the Liturgy of the 
Word biblical readings may not be replaced by non-bibli-
cal material. However, non-scriptural material such as a 
favorite poem may be incorporated into the vigil

What about prayer services, memorials and tributes 
from non-church organizations?
 The funeral Mass is the central celebration of the fu-
neral rites.  Additional prayer services or memorials should 
be held apart from the funeral Mass and at another time.  
Such additions are best included in the vigil celebration.

Why a funeral Pall to cover the casket?
 To emphasize the importance of the person’s baptism, 
the ritual uses a funeral pall at the funeral mass. This pall 
is a reminder of the white baptismal garment and a sign 
of the Christian dignity of the deceased. Just as the new 
Christian was clothed in the white garment when he or 
she became a member of the Church, the casket is covered 
with a white cloth as the person enters into new life in the 
resurrection of Jesus. The pall is placed on the coffin dur-
ing the rite of reception of the body at the beginning of the 
funeral mass.

Where is the appropriate place of burial?
 The Church asks that, in keeping with a spirit of rev-
erence, the earthly remains of the deceased be buried in a 
grave or entombed in a mausoleum that has been blessed.   
A specific place for a person’s remains helps focus the re-
membering of and prayer for the deceased person by fam-
ily and friends, and by the Church in general.
 The scattering of cremated remains, their placement 
in a favorite place or keeping them in the homes of rela-
tives does not display appropriate reverence. The Church 
does not offer a prayer service when this kind of disposal 
is chosen. 

Who should be contacted upon the death of a loved 
one?
 It is important to contact the parish regarding the plan-
ning and scheduling of a funeral before arrangements are 
finalized with a funeral service provider. Ideally it is the 
family members themselves who contact the parish rather 
than leaving details and planning to the funeral director.
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St. Mary’s CYO 
reunites

 Former members of St. Mary’s Catholic Youth Organization (CYO) gathered for 
a reunion September 10 & 11 to meet old friends and reminisce about the wonderful 
times enjoyed in the club. 
 St. Mary’s Catholic Youth Organization began in the late 1940s and was a safe ha-
ven for Catholic Youth, ages 18 and over, to meet in a Christian environment. The pur-
pose of the CYO was to bring together the young people of one faith to work together 
in the love of God and one’s neighbour, and to disseminate their unity and good will to 
those around them. With these goals, the group ventured to improve the organization 
and, with the grace of God, they hoped for the best. Through their association together 
as Catholic young people, they hoped for the betterment of their spiritual, cultural and 
social lives. They did not know what the future held for them, but their work would 
soon begin.
 The restoration of St. Mary’s Cathedral was undertaken in the Marian year. The 
project was placed under the patronage of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  The CYO mem-
bers were challenged to undertake a pledge to pay for a stained glass window which 
would be installed in the choir loft above the main entrance of the Cathedral on St. 
Mary Ave. Through determination and hard work a series of musicals, dances, shows, 
operettas and other events were organized. Their work prospered and the members of 
St. Mary’s CYO presented a cheque for $900 to a very surprised and delighted Msgr. 
Cahill, Rector of the Cathedral. “If all our parishioners had the same attitude as this 
group,” he said, “it would not take very long for us to complete the restoration pro-
gram.”
 To enrich their faith life, CYO members had regular Communion breakfasts – on 
the 3rd Sunday of each month – where they met at St. Mary’s for Sunday Mass and 
then gathered for breakfast with a designated speaker. In May, along with the youth of 
St. Boniface, the CYO organized a parade in Winnipeg in honour of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary.
 It was not unusual, when help was needed at the Cathedral, for CYO members to 
be called upon. The Glee club provided singers for St. Mary’s choir, members assisted 
at the Archbishop’s Levee each New Year, members helped count collection after Sun-
day Masses and as the restoration of the Cathedral proceeded, they helped clean up the 
Cathedral for Sunday Masses. 
 As word about this organization spread throughout the city, the events and activi-
ties of the CYO drew people from numerous parishes in the Archdiocese of Winnipeg, 
as well as from those in St. Boniface. Winter found the youth on sleigh rides, tobog-
ganing and roller skating. Summer get-togethers were at the lake with wiener roasts 
and included ladies’ and men’s baseball teams, bowling, badminton, Friday Night 
Club and Glee Club.
During these years there was a great influx of newcomers to Canada and Winnipeg. 
They brought with them their faith, their talents, their abilities and a desire to find a 
home in Winnipeg. They also found their welcome at the CYO.
 Many happy couples found their life’s partner at the CYO. Many were married at 
St. Mary’s Cathedral. They have raised children who have followed their parents in the 
Catholic faith.

Contributed by Theresa Koch Parishioner at Holy Cross Church
 in Ashern, Manitoba

Fellowship and thanksgiving at 
St. Ignatius’ Festival of Friends 
 St. Ignatius Parish’s annual Festival of Friends was celebrated on Sunday, Sep-
tember 18th with an English/ Spanish Mass at 11 a.m. followed by food, fun, fel-
lowship, face painting, games and treats of all sorts. Helium balloons and colourful 
flags floated overhead as parishioners reconnected with friends in amiable lines for hot 
dogs, salads, chips, drinks and desserts. A wonderful inflatable “bouncing castle” with 
a climbing wall and slide proved very popular and the pinata was its usual swinging 
success. Even the cotton candy was relatively wasp-free.  
 The Parish and School are thriving. They gathered in gratitude for all that they 
have received to share of their kitchens and themselves under the bright autumn sun. 
Special thanks were also extended to the skilled team of organizers who made the 
whole event flow so well.    

Contributed by Barbara Fawcett

90th anniversary 
celebrated in Boissevain

Parishioners of  St. Joseph’s Parish in Boissevain gathered on Satur-
day, September 24th to celebrate the 90th Anniversary of  the Archdi-
ocese. Celebrations kicked off  with Mass and then a parish bar-b-que 
with parishioners bringing various homemade salads and desserts. A 
guest band, One Body, from Brandon joined us to celebrate the many 
gifts and talents that we have as an Archdiocese. It was a beautiful fall 
day with the sun shining brightly. 

Contributed by Rev. Eric Giddins, Pastor of St. Joseph’s Parish in Boissevain

Student conference 
comes to Winnipeg

 The university campus was once a sanc-
tuary for monks and theologians: the life of 
a student was a life of faith.  This is now the 
exception to the rule, and an overly secu-
lar culture now permeates most campuses.  
Students now have to work a little harder to 
grow spiritually in an environment geared 
towards a secular, although humanistic, ap-
proach to living.  There is a need to take a 
break from studying, to take time for reflec-
tion, and to put life into perspective.  The 
Canadian Catholic Students Association 
(CCSA) puts on annual conferences across 
Canada to do just that.  Students are given 
the opportunity to share their experiences 
of faith on campus and inspire each other 
to pursue more than just a degree while in 
school. 
 St. Paul’s College, the Catholic col-
lege at the University of Manitoba, hosts the 
2005 Western conference this November 4-
6.  Nearly one hundred students from across 
Western Canada will gather to explore God’s 
call to serve.  “We Are Called”, the confer-
ence theme, is one of three conferences run-
ning this fall, the other two are held in On-
tario and New Brunswick.  The focus of the 
weekend is student involvement in campus 
ministry and aims to promote leadership in 
the national executive of the CCSA.  There 
are many different kinds of Catholic campus 
groups including Newman Clubs, Catholic 

Christian Outreach and chaplaincy.  What-
ever their name, each group serves a simi-
lar purpose, and the regional conferences 
are opportunities to build solidarity among 
these groups. 
 As a national organization, the Cana-
dian Catholic Students Association has en-
joyed an energetic revival in the last three 
years, particularly in the Western provinces.  
The Western conference died off nearly ten 
years ago, only to be picked up in 2003 by 
the University of Victoria.  Following the 
2004 conference in Saskatoon, no other 
campus offered to host, until the Univer-
sity of Manitoba students stepped forward.  
Now nearly one year later, the efforts of the 
students, coupled with overwhelming sup-
port from the St. Paul’s College has made 
the conference a reality.  Come early No-
vember, the College will be alive with the 
energy from student pilgrims who come to 
share their passion for ministry.  
 If you or any student you know might 
be interested in attending, visit www.cc-
sawestern.com for registration and details.  
The conference is open to all post-secondary 
students and campus ministers.  Through the 
generosity of the College and the Archdio-
cese of Winnipeg, there is no cost to attend 
the conference.   

Contributed by Tom Robertson, 
a student at St. Paul’s College,

ASSUMPTION CATHOLIC CEMETERY 
& QUEEN OF HEAVEN MAUSOLEUM
3990 PORTAGE AVENUE, WINNIPEG

Mausoleum entombment has become a popular choice as a dignified and affordable 
alternative to traditional, in-ground burial. 

Since the Queen of Heaven Mausoleum was officially opened and consecrated in No-
vember 1997, we have had a very positive response to our facility. Some noteworthy 
features of the mausoleum include a hand-crafted mosaic mural depicting the Queen of 
Heaven, stained glass windows, skylights and Italian marble crypt fronts. The comfort-
able, secure and climate-controlled surroundings provide a peaceful, relaxing environ-
ment for prayer and reflection during visitation by families.

At the Queen of Heaven Mausoleum, we offer a fine selection of single, double and 
family crypts in addition to several types of cremation niches. If you have thought 
about pre-arranging a final resting place here, we invite you to consider acting now 
while there is still a good selection available, as nearly 70% of the crypts have already 
been purchased. 

For more information regarding the Queen of Heaven Mausoleum and Assumption 
Cemetery, please call our office at 888-7557. 

A TRADITION OF FAITH THROUGHOUT OUR LIVES
Fun, food and festivities at the Festival of  Friends

 at St. Ignatius Parish
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Upcoming Events
Fall 2005

October
24, 7:30 p.m.
Easter Pilgrimage Information Session 
A special information evening and powerpoint pictures 
of the itinerary will be held at St. Ignatius Parish Hall, 
255 Stafford, Winnipeg. The Easter Pilgrimage 2006 “In 
the Footsteps of St. Paul” will take place April 17 – May 
1, 2006 from Winnipeg. Further Information: Fr. Peter 
Monty, S.J.  at 474-2351 (pmonty@jesuits.ca), Sonja or 
Liz at Adria Travel, 982-1200 , toll free 1-888-722-374 
(Sonja@adriatravel.ca or liz@adriatravel.ca).

Thursdays until November 24, 7:30 p.m.
A Changed Church: Vatican II 40 years later
Fr. Dave Creamer, S.J. will give this series of talks on 
eight successive Thursdays in the St. Igantius Educa-
tion Centre. Topics include: Understanding the Bible, 
Ecumenism, Interfaith Dialogue, Role of Women in the 
Church, Modern Morality and more. All are welcome. 

29, 7:30 p.m. 
St. Peter’s Youth Group Kick Off  Praise and 
Worship Night 
Everyone is welcome to this praise and worship night 
at St. Peter’s Parish, 748 Keewatin St. in Winnipeg. For 
more information contact: jcrew@hotmail.com. 

November
5: Life Flows On:  Faith For Families of  
Those with Chronic Mental Illness 
This is a workshop for families, pastors and church work-
ers to discover the ways that our faith can be a resource 
for those who walk with people who experience men-
tal illness.  The workshop will take place at Canadian 
Mennonite University, Winnipeg. For further informa-
tion, please call Lorne Friesen, chaplain at Eden Mental 
Health Centre, 204-325-4325.   
6, 10:30 a.m. 
St. Mary’s Academy International Day 
Mass is at 10:30; pavilions are 11:30 to 4:00.  Passports 
$2.00.  Children 10 and under free. Come and enjoy our 
ethnic foods, entertainment, handicrafts, and more.

15, 1:30 p.m.
3rd Annual Sol Kanee Lecture on Peace 
and Justice
The topic is “The world at a crossroads: The alternative 
to the clash of civilizations - dialogue and coalition build-
ing between religions and cultures” delivered by Rabbi 
Michael Melchior, Jerusalem, Israel. Presented by the 
Mauro Centre for Peace and Justice. Location of lecture: 
Multi Purpose Room, University of Manitoba.

17-19: Catholic Health Association of  Man-
itoba Conference and Assembly
‘Many Parts: One Body in Service’ is the theme for the 
62nd Annual conference. It will take place at the Victoria 
Inn Hotel, 1808 Wellington Avenue, Winnipeg. For more 
information, contact Lorraine Bazinet at (204) 235-3106 
or visit www.cham.mb.ca.  A number of events are being 
held in conjunction with the conference including: 
November 18: Mission Fair: a site for education, com-
munity and health organizations and agencies to share 
how they contribute in their service to others. 
November 19: Dare to Dream Workshop with Stan 
Amaladas. It will help individuals to dream, design and 
discover better ways in which they can carry out Christ’s 
healing ministry in their organizatiosn and parishes.

Fall 2005

“Let Peace Reign and Music Thunder”

A concert for Peace presented by the 
Arthur V. Mauro Centre for Peace and Justice

Celebrating music as a global language of Peace! 
From Ellington to the Beatles to present day - 

Sensational new sounds for great songs! 

Tuesday, November 8, 2005, 7:30 p.m.
Manitoba Centennial Concert Hall

Tickets: $20 or $10 for students 
available through ticketmaster. 

Phone: 204-780-3333 or www.ticketmaster.ca 
Original music composed and conducted by Zane Zalis  

www.letpeacereign.ca 

St. Paul’s High School Dramatic Society 
Presents

The Pretentious Snoot
an Adaptation of 

Le Bourgeois Gentilhomme 
by Moliere

Friday December 16
Saturday December 17
Sunday December 18 

2005
Curtain 7:30 PM

Murray Hall
St. Paul’s High School, 2200 Grant Avenue

Phone 831-2302
Tickets $6.00

New Wine Press Production Schedule

Please note the following production dates for the New Wine Press:

 Issue  Deadline

 November/December 2005 November 10, 2005
 January/February 2006 January 15, 2006
 March/April 2006  March 10, 2006
 May/June 2006  May 13, 2006

A Sower Went to Sow... 
A vision for Catechist formation in 
Western and Northern Canada. 
The Bishops of Northern and Western Canada 
invite all of us to explore possible ways and 
means of renewing, strengthening and en-
hancing our efforts in the work of sowing seeds 
- the evangelizing activity of the church - and 
more specifically . catechists. 

An opportunity for you to participate:

In Brandon: Saturday, October 29, 2005, 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m., 
 St. Augustine’s School library
In Winnipeg: Saturday, November 5, 2005, 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.,  
 Catholic Centre
In Dauphin: Saturday, November 26, 2005, 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.,  
 St. Viator’s Parish

Each gathering will include presentation, discussion, lunch 
and your own copy of the document.

Registration form can be found at www.archwinnipeg.ca.

Banners and Artwork Needed at 
Headingley Correctional Institution

We are in the process of refurbishing our chapel/worship space in the institution and are 
seeking to create a warm and welcoming space within the prison which will provide an 
environment to residents within which they can worship freely. We would like to receive 
donations of any banners, posters or artwork which are no longer in use in your churches. 
We can arrange to pick any items up within reasonable distance from the city. We can also 
arrange for items dropped off at other Correctional Institutions in the Province to be for-
warded to us. 
Contact: Deacon Philip Durant, Chaplain, Spiritual Care Department 
 Headingley Correctional Institution, 6030 Portage Avenue, Headingley, R4H 1E8  
 Telephone: (204)831-4629  E-mail: pdurant@gov.mb.ca  

Visit us on the web at  www.archwinnipeg.ca

To include your event listing in future 
editions of  the New Wine Press, send 
the information by e-mail to:
 communications@archwinnipeg.ca; 
or by fax to: 
 453-8236
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Archbishop Weisgerber’s 
Schedule

November
15 – 17: CCCB Meetings
19 – December 3: Bishop’s Meetings,   
 Rome

December
10, 7:00 p.m.: Confirmation, 
 Sacred Heart Parish, Virden
11, 10 :00 a.m.: Confirmation, 
 Paroisse St-Jean, Grand Clarière
16, 7:30 p.m.: Ordination of Paul Bisson, 
 St. Mary’s Cathedral

Fall 2005

Prayer Shawl ministry group gathers
 Janet Bristow, Co-
founder the Prayer Shawl 
Ministry wrote, “Shawls...
made for centuries, univer-
sal and embracing, symbolic 
of an inclusive, uncondition-
ally loving God. They wrap, 
enfold, comfort, cover, give 
solace, mother, hug, shelter 
and beautify. Those who have 
received these shawls have 
been uplifted and affirmed, 
as if given wings to fly above 
their troubles.” 
 On September 29, 10 
like-minded craftswomen 
met in the Library of St. Igna-
tius Adult Education Centre 
to begin a Prayer Shawl Min-
istry group. Organizer Joanne 
van Dyck’s shoulders were 
draped in a soft grey prayer shawl made by her mother in 
Whitby, Ontario. The Prayer Shawl Ministry, as formal-
ized by Janet Bristow and Victoria Cole-Galo, originated 
from their studies at the 1997 Women’s Leadership Insti-
tute at the Hartford Seminary in Hartford, Connecticutt. 
The Ministry has spread worldwide. Van Dyck introduced 
the group to prayers and patterns for the making of prayer 
shawls. She explained that she had visited the www.

shawlministry.com website, 
had woven prayer into her 
knitted shawls and had them 
blessed before sending them 
forth to special people in her 
life who needed support. 
 As group members 
introduced themselves, it 
became obvious that the 
making and sharing of knit-
ted and crocheted shawls 
and blankets to comfort or 
celebrate was already a tra-
ditional part of many lives. 
Members spoke fondly of 
connecting with craftspeople 
of their past, and connecting 
the rhythm of prayer to the 
rhythm of knitting and cro-
cheting. They spoke also of 
the rich and powerful heritage 

of Jewish prayer shawls. Some were drawn by a desire 
to make a shawl for a loved one challenged by cancer or 
grieving a loss, others had received shawls and wanted to 
do the same for someone else. Some have always knitted; 
others came ready to learn. 
 Soon, yarn and projects underway came into view, 
gentle mentoring helped the first cast-on stitches to begin 
a new shawl. Works in progress were respectfully passed 

around the group and admired. The group discussed pos-
sible recipients: newly baptized, confirmed, those cel-
ebrating an anniversary, facing a challenge or a loss, being 
welcomed or being thanked. The inevitable exchange on 
economical local sources for good yarn ensued. The group 
was enthusiastic to spread the word to other groups in the 
parish to which they belong and return to the Library on 
November 3 and the first Thursdays of each month there-
after to touch base and show the progress of their proj-
ects and their outreach. They voiced the hope that others 
will be called to become a part of the ministry: those who 
want to knit as part of a group or to knit on their own from 
home, those who wish to donate yarn or funds to purchase 
yarn, or those who would like to have a shawl made for 
someone. A central record of the groups projects will be 
gathered at the Administration Centre.

Contributed by Barbara Fawcett, parishioner at St. Igna-
tius Parish.

Archbishop Weisgerber on 
Youth Ministry

Dear Friends, 
 In September 2004, I established a task force to ex-
plore the current realities of Youth Ministry and to make 
some recommendations for the future direction of this 
ministry. The task force, consisting of Michelle Garlinski, 
Fr. Kevin Smith and Raegen Walleyn, created opportuni-
ties to meet with and hear from as many interested youth 
and adults throughout the Archdiocese as possible. The 
information and reflections were compiled and a final 
report was submitted to me in the spring of 2005. After 
some reflection on the report, I met with the Task Force 
in September and it was confirmed that Youth Ministry 
remains a concern and priority throughout the Archdio-
cese. I do not want Youth Ministry to be mandated from 
the Archdiocesan Office in such a way that it limits the 
potential and responsibility of individual communities. 
 The ultimate hope and goal for us as an Archdiocese 
is that we share in the common vision for ministry to and 
with youth; how that is done will vary in each community 
based on gifts and resources, and thus needs to begin with 
the parish community.  Therefore the initial stages of the 
Youth Ministry task force’s proposal will be implemented 
in October. I have invited representatives from the arch-
diocesan community to be part of an Advisory Commit-
tee for Youth Ministry in the Archdiocese. This commit-
tee’s primary responsibility will be to look at the report 
and determine how it can be implemented in practical 
ways. The focus for the committee in this first year is 
two- fold: to discuss how we can provide training op-

ortunities to initiate or maintain Youth Ministry at the 
parish or local level and to develop a stronger relation-
ship with those involved in the preparation of the Sacra-
ment of Confirmation.  
 Youth Ministry in the Archdiocese of Winnipeg must 
be recognized as a partnership, one which exists between 
the parish communities and the Archdiocese. We intend 
to proceed slowly but intentionally, so as to develop a 
strong foundation for Youth Ministry in our church. I 
would like to thank everyone who participated in the sur-
veys and conversations about Youth Ministry presented 
by the Task Force and I ask for your continued prayers 
as we develop Youth Ministry and celebrate the gift of 
being “rich in our diversity”!

Sincerely in Christ,

+V. James Weisgerber
Archbishop of Winnipeg

Prayer shawl mentoring
You created every part of me, 

knitted me in my Mother’s womb. 
For such handiwork, I praise you. 

Awesome this great wonder! 
Psalm 139: 13 - 14

St. Ignatius School Plants “Pinwheels For Peace” 
 Drivers passing Winnipeg’s St. Ignatius School on 
the busy corner of Harrow and Corydon on September 
21 saw a garden of unusual whirling blooms planted in 
honour of International World Peace Day. “Pinwheels 
for Peace” encourage students to make a public visual 
statement about their feelings about peace, tolerance, 
cooperation, harmony and unity. 
 Pinwheels for Peace is an art installation project 
started by two art teachers, Ann Ayers and Ellen Mc-
Millan, who teach at Monarch High School in Coconut 
Creek, Florida, as a way for students to express their 
feelings about what’s going on in the world and in 
their lives. The project was quickly embraced by their 
students and the entire school community. A web site 
(www.pinwheelsforpeace.com) spread details on the 
project and this year pinwheel installations are planned 
on every continent. Some 1,320 locations have regis-

tered their plans with Ayers and McMillan. 
 The pinwheel, an innocent childhood symbol, is 
reminiscent of simplicity, joy, and peace. Through tele-
vision, video games, and the print media, even young 
children are well aware that conflict, violence and war 
devastate lives all over the world. The students of St. 
Ignatius used a paper pattern, wrote their thoughts, po-
ems and prayers on one side of the pattern and deco-
rated the other side with their art. The stick was a simple 
pencil. They were delighted to discover how easily their 
creations whirled in the breeze, and pleased to see how 
beautiful their garden became when they had all planted 
their creations. 

Contributed by Barbara Fawcett, parishioner at St. Ig-
natius Parish


