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Church communities must 
support, pray for farm families

Gladys Malcolm (right) and Ivan Baptiste, from Ebb & Flow, 
were two of  the First Nations people who ministered dur-
ing the Chrism Mass Liturgy which took place April 5 at St. 
Mary’s Cathedral. 

See ‘Chrism Mass’ on page 2 for the complete story.

“Water is a human right and a public right”: RNDMs

 
 Representatives from Social Justice Organizations 
gathered on World Water Day, March 22, in the courtyard 
of Winnipeg’s City Hall at a public forum to invite Win-
nipeg’s City Council to join the over 130 municipalities 
across Canada who have signed the Declaration of Water 
Principles. 
 This declaration, developed by Development and 
Peace (CCODP), states: “Water is a sacred gift that con-
nects all life; access to clean water is a basic human right; 
the value of the Earth’s fresh water to the common good 

takes priority over any pos-
sible commercial advantage; 
fresh water is a shared legacy, 
a public trust and a collective 
responsibility.”
 City Councillor Gord 
Steeves announced a mo-
tion brought forward to city 
council by Councillor Mike 
Pagtakhan that supports the 
four principles of CCODP’s 
declaration of water. The 
motion was passed later that 
day. 
 “Today we are ad-
dressing an issue that has 
received too much attention 
for the wrong reasons,” said 
Steeves. “There are too many 
examples of water supplies 

being tainted or compromised. Things like that shouldn’t 
be happening,” he said. “It is our responsibility to take 
what we have and do the best we can with it.”  
 “Water is going to come to define our nation in the 
next decades,” said MLA Rob Altemeyer, who lent his 
personal support to the motion. “I take pride in the fact 
that Manitoba is the first to create a provincial ministry 
(the Ministry of Water Stewardship) for the protection of 
fresh water.” 
 Organizations that participated in the event included: 

the Canadian Union of Public Employees, Council of Ca-
nadians, Council of Women of Winnipeg, Development 
and Peace, KAIROS: a Canadian Ecumenical Justice 
Initiative, Manitoba Eco-Network and the Sisters of Our 
Lady of the Missions. 
 “The Sisters of Our Lady of the Missions stand by the 
Life Before Profit campaign because water is essential,” 
said Sr. Sandra Stewart, RNDM. “The issue of the privati-
zation of water is a concern. Water is a human right and a 
public right.”
 “We have sisters in other parts of the world, like 
Kenya,” said Sr. Denise Kuyp, Leadership Coordinator 
of the Sisters of Our Lady of the Missions, “who tell us 
that thousands are dying because of the lack of water.” 
She said that it is primarily a women’s issue in the Third 
World, where women have to walk long distances to find 
the water and then carry it home. “Because the locations 
of water are farther and farther away, they are not home as 
much,” she continued, “and there is no assurance that the 
water is drinkable.”
 Demonstrations were held on the same day in Mexico 
City at the site of the World Water Forum (WWF), a gath-
ering with the agenda of privatizing access to safe drink-
ing water. Social justice organizations sent delegates from 
Canada to the international civil society forum being held 
in Mexico City to counter the WWF.

Contributed by Joanne Struch
This article first appeared in the Prairie Messenger.

The Sisters of  Our Lady of  the Missions were among the social jus-
tice groups gathered at  Winnipeg’s City Hall on World Water Day

 “Communicate love, hope and support in 
practical ways to farm families,” said Elaine 
Froese speaking at the convention of the Winni-
peg Diocesan Council of the Catholic Women’s 
League April 21 at St. Peter’s Parish. “Connect 
with the issues and meet to pray, listen and talk 
about practical supports for families. Celebrate 
community with an attitude of gratitude for the 
people who put food on your table, toiling, tak-
ing risks, so that we all enjoy daily bread.”
 Through her business, ‘Seeds of Encour-
agement’, Elaine Froese works to help people 
live intentional lives. She works with farm fami-
lies to help them listen to each other’s concerns. 
“My passion is to encourage families to commu-
nicate, connect and celebrate,” says the speaker, 
author and certified farm family coach. “I want 
farmers bouncing back from the bumps to be re-
silient and thrive, not just strive to survive.” Her 
book, Planting the Seed of Hope, encourages 
families to be hopeful and grow stronger.
 “Farmers are an independent entrepreneur-
ial lot,” she continues, “who are hesitant to ask 
for help.” When they do ask, she said, we should 
recognize the courage that it took to ask.
 “Do you have a passionate connection?” 
Froese asked participants. “What seeds can you 
plant as companions on the journey?”
 Using storytelling and examples from her 
own experiences as a farmer and farm family 
coach, Froese suggested some practical ways in 
which “we can be great traveling companions to 
encourage farm families.” 
 “Communicate your care and respect for 
farmers via the media,” she said. This could 
include writing letters to the editor or calling 
in to the talk shows. Visiting a farm is another 
suggestion. “Priests and lay ministers can offer 
counseling resources as helping professionals 

and a caring church family member.” Offering 
workshops to develop listening and care-giving 
skills goes hand-in-hand with this. “Palliative 
care training has helped me understand grief 
and loss,” said Froese, “even when there is no 
person dead, the death of a dream is crushing 
the farmer’s sense of hope.” Creating a support 
group for people to voice their pain and frustra-
tion is another way to respond.
 Froese also suggests connecting a city 
church community with a rural church as a way 
to create understanding and support for farm-
ers.
 Valuing the farming culture is also impor-
tant. “Many farm families are encouraging their 
children to pursue a degree in agriculture,” said 
Froese, “but these are not typically the fami-
lies you read about in the paper.” Subscribing 
to a farm paper, like the Farmer’s Independent 
Weekly or Grainews, is another way to under-
stand the culture. Buying Manitoba food prod-
ucts can also support farmers. 
 “Farmers are facing a tough year ahead,” 
said Froese. There is no way for them to make 
money this year. “The economic crunch for 
grain farmers and the post-BSE effect for cattle 
ranchers is taking its toll on farm families.” 
 “We need to de-shame rural bankruptcy,” 
she said. “The church family needs to recognize 
feelings of hopelessness, depression, anger and 
shame, watching that people don’t withdraw 
into themselves.”
 As church communities, we need to be there 
“for support, prayer and deep listening.”
 Elaine Froese can be reached through her 
website at www.elainefroese.com.
Contributed by Joanne Struch
This article first appeared in the Prairie Mes-
senger.
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From the Editor
 This issue of the New Wine Press was particularly in-
teresting to put together. The articles represent the wealth 
of spirituality, faith and activity that exist throughout the 
Archdiocese of Winnipeg. With articles about the person-
nel changes in the diocese (page 6), a new youth event 
being planned (page 9),  significant anniversaries for some 
of the priests in the diocese (page 2 & 5) and social justice 
(pages 3 & 11), it is clear that we are truly a diocese that is 
alive.
 That being said, this will be the last issue of the New 
Wine Press until the fall. The deadline for submitting ar-
ticles for the fall issue is mid-August. If you have events 
taking place over the summer that you would like included 
in the next issue, contact the communications office. 
 In addition, we are always looking for people who 
would like to write articles or who have ideas for articles 
for the paper. If you are interested in contributing, contact 
the communications office.
 Just a reminder that, as in the last issue, the 
symbol to the right indicates that the events/pro-
grams in that particular article are directly sup-
ported by Sharing God’s Gifts. 
 Have a happy and safe summer!

-JS
Communications office
 Phone: 478-3206
 Email: communications@archwinnipeg.ca  
 Fax: 453-8236
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Participants walk in solidarity with the 
poor at the Public Way of the Cross 

 On Good Friday morning, over 1000 
parishioners from the Archdiocese of Win-
nipeg gathered to participate in the 19th 
Annual Public Way of the Cross, a walk 
that symbolizes Jesus’ final journey which 
culminated with his death on the cross. 
 Entitled “Sacred Tracks” the walk 
began at St. Paul the Apostle Church. The 
group then went down Assiniboine Cres., 
under the Moray St. Bridge to Lake St., 
along Lake to Portage Ave. and back down 
Portage to the church. Various participants 
carried the large wooden cross along the 
way. The group stopped at 5 stations, pray-
ing, reflecting on scripture and singing at 
each. 
 The approach taken to the Public Way 
of the Cross this year was one of simplic-
ity. This year’s organizing team was YAH 
(Youth Affecting Humankind), a youth 
leadership group at St. Paul the Apostle 
Parish, whose ministry focuses on issues of 
Social Justice. YAH asked people to “walk 
in solidarity with Jesus, with the hungry 
and poor, with those without a voice, with 
the unborn and with one another.” YAH 
asked participants to bring a non-perish-
able food item for Winnipeg Harvest to 
the event; participants responded to this 
request donating over 600 pounds of food 
for the organization. 
 “The Public Way of the Cross is a nat-
ural extension of YAH’s ministry to raise 
awareness of hunger and actually feed the 

Public Way of  the Cross participants at the 4th station, 
‘Eucharist: a Bridge to Creation’, under the Moray St. 
Bridge in Winnipeg.

hungry,” said Heather Maxwell, 
one of the adult members of the 
team. “Jesus calls us to love, do 
good and give. So we walk the Way 
as he showed us to do.”
 Fr. Mark Tarrant, Pastor of St. 
Paul the Apostle Parish, agrees, 

“On the day He [Christ] died, what 
better way to honour Him than to 
feed the poor.”
Contributed by Joanne Struch. 
This article first appeared in the 
Prairie Messenger.

Chrism Mass 
includes 

aboriginal tradition
 “We have just completed the celebration of our 90th 
anniversary during which our theme was ‘summoned by 
God…rich in diversity’,” said Archbishop Weisgerber at 
the beginning of the Archdiocese of Winnipeg’s Chrism 
Mass April 5 at St. Mary’s Cathedral. “To become a 
Church of communion, celebrating both our unity and di-
versity is the challenge we have accepted. One of the larg-
est communities within the diverse cultures of our Catho-
lic Church are the Aboriginal Peoples, our First Nations.”
 “We all recognize the need for healing between the 
Aboriginal and non-aboriginal people in Manitoba,” said 
Weisgerber.
 To celebrate the diversity of the diocese, traditional 
dancers and drum groups and Elders from the First Na-
tions communities of St. Joseph’s Parish, Ebb and Flow 
and Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, Sandy Bay were an 
integral part of the Chrism Mass Liturgy.  The celebration 
began with an honour song (with drumming) during which 
Elders entered into the sanctuary.  The Grand Entry saw 
traditional dancers in colourful costume flood the aisles of 
the cathedral. 
 Before the Liturgy of the Word, the congregation took 
part in a smudging ritual conducted by Elders from the 
communities. This traditional Aboriginal ritual of purifica-
tion and cleansing is used to purify people, ceremonial and 
ritual space and ceremonial tools and objects. Smudging 
is the burning of certain herbs to create a cleansing smoke 
bath. The effect of the smoke is to banish negative ener-
gies, for cleansing, purifying and protecting the physical 
and spiritual bodies. 
 In his homily, Archbishop Weisgerber spoke about the 
Church as a communion, united in Christ.
 “We are the gift of Jesus to his father,” said Weisger-
ber. “Jesus brings us into communion with one another and 
we are part of one family.” Through baptism, each of us is 
given gifts; these gifts are different, but each is needed for 
the building up of the church. 
 “The oils are symbols of God’s power, presence and 
love,” he said. “He gives them to us and through us, to 
the world.” In the same way, faith is not to be kept to our-
selves; we are given it to spread it throughout the world. 
 Weisgerber urged those gathered to think not about 
“what I have to do” but about “what God has done for 
us.” “Only then,” he said, “will we be able to be who God 
wants us to be.”

Contributed by Joanne Struch

Priests celebrate 
significant milestones

Rev. Mariano Batucan (front row, centre) celebrated his 45th anniversary 
of  ordination to the ministerial priesthood  earlier this year.

Rev. Yolando Gamallo, pastor of  St. Viator’s Parish, Dauphin, at the Mass 
on April 28, 2006 in celebration of  his 25th anniversary of  ordination to 
the ministerial priesthood.

DIOCESAN EVENTS
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The View from 
Micah House

Jim Wallis, Executive Director of the Sojourner 
Community in New York, tells a story about his 
seminary days. Apparently, the seminarians had 
been given a fairly open-ended assignment on 
the Scriptures. One seminarian appeared to do 
little research although he could be seen regu-
larly with scissors in his hand. On the morning 
when the class was to present the research, Wal-
lis’ companion came to the front holding a very 
ornately decorated Bible. “I have cut out all the 
references to the poor, the orphan, the widow 
and the stranger,” he said. Then he opened 
the Bible and showed his companions the few 
pages and scraps that had survived his editing 
scissors.  

It is a story that comes back to me often, both in 
the face of those who are Christian and have not 
allowed those passages to touch their minds and 
hearts and those Christians who are on fire with 
love and energy to take the message to heart.

This month I have had the privilege of encoun-
tering many who have been touched by the 
Scriptures. There’s George, a man in his late 
30’s who had achieved immense success on 
Bay Street only to discover that the policies of 
his company discounted people in an effort to 
make money. Drinking heavily did not ease his 
conscience. He began to read the Hindu Scrip-
tures. Tears ran down his face as he shared his 
‘God experience,’ an experience that moved 
him deeply. He resigned, came back to Winni-
peg, his home town, and bought a home in the 
North End. He is looking for ways to make a 
difference.

Then there was the group of parishioners who 
in their own way had encountered a loving God 
through the Ignatian Spiritual exercises. Many 
felt compelled to share the God they had come 
to know more intimately with loving action on 
behalf of suffering people. They committed 
themselves to two hours of service a week.

Georgia, a woman who has no degrees, apolo-
gized for her lack of education as she witnessed 
to her trust in a loving God while reflecting on 
the Sunday Gospel. Her relationship with God 
helped her be a source of love and compassion 
for her extended family. Finally, a parish out-
side Winnipeg began plans for a parish outreach 
when someone expressed sorrow at the lack of 
it in their parish.  

There is a hymn that implores the Spirit to ‘blow 
where (you) will’. The Spirit DOES blow where 
the Spirit wants to. God’s Spirit is not limited 
to specific times or people. Often It manifests 
Itself in a niggling ‘dis’ease in the human soul 
urging a person to reflect on a status quo in need 
of change. As those who are disturbed share 
their insights with the community, building the 
Kingdom of God begins to be realized. Joel has 
God say in the Book of Joel, “I will pour out my 
spirit upon you. Your sons and daughters will 
prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, and 
your young men see visions.” May each of us 
be attentive to the urging of the Spirit. May the 
unease we experience when we read  passages 
which detail what God wants of us in our treat-
ment of the poor, the orphan, the widow and the 
stranger lead us to compassionate action.

Contributed by Sr. Johanna Jonker, Social Jus-
tice Coordinator. Micah House is at 1039 
Main St., Winnipeg.

SOCIAL JUSTICEMay/June 2006

Compassion gained by ‘walking 
in your neighbour’s shoes’

 It’s pretty difficult to perform well when voices in your 
head are telling you that you are worthless and the people 
around you do not seem to disagree with that opinion. 
 This was the experience of twenty participants in a 
“Hearing Voices that are Distressing” workshop held on 
April 5th  at the Manitoba Schizophrenia Society. Workshop 
participants included family members of people who are 
voice hearers and members of the three diocesan JustFaith 
groups
  The workshop was developed by Dr. Patricia Degan, 
herself a voice hearer. Realizing that most mental health 
professionals are unaware of what it is like to hear voices, 
she developed a curriculum that replicates the experience of 
hearing distressing voices.
 After an introduction by Jane Burpee, Public Education 
Coordinator for the Society, I listened to a tape that gave 
me various negative messages, messages that a person with 
schizophrenia might hear. While listening, I was interviewed 
by a psychiatrist and had my reading comprehension tested. 
Workshop facilitators led us from room to room and task to 
task. The cold clinical way we were treated by the facilita-
tors was also a challenge. They treated us as if…well, as if 
we were mentally ill. 
 I thought I was handling the voices quite well.  They 
were saying things such as, “You’re dirty, disgusting and 
everybody knows it.”  I knew it was just a tape and I wasn’t 
intimidated by the rudeness of the staff; not for the first ten 
minutes anyway.  I knew that it was harder than I thought 
when I was given a paper and told to write the words of O 
Canada. I was stunned when I couldn’t. Try as I may, “We 

stand on guard for thee,” just wasn’t coming into my head.
 After forty-two minutes the voices stopped and I was 
thankfully able to turn off the tape.
 It was not an experience I would like to repeat.  I was 
there as part of the JustFaith course, to raise my sensitivity 
to the poor and marginalized. If compassion means walking 
in your neighbour’s shoes then I gained a little bit of com-
passion that night.
 After experiencing the voices, we were asked what 
emotions we had felt. Answers included: scared, distracted, 
angry, demeaned.  One person said he just wanted to get the 
tasks done, wanted to “finish to fail”.
 Schizophrenia strikes one in every 100 persons world-
wide, regardless of age, race or social background. That 
represents 10,000 people in Manitoba alone, with impacts 
on an additional 30,000 people. The Manitoba Schizophre-
nia Society’s mission is to promote and improve the quality 
of life for those living with schizophrenia through recovery 
focused support services.  It can be reached at 786-1616 or 
1-800-263-5545.
 Before the workshop, I don’t know what I would have 
said if asked “What words come immediately to your mind 
when you hear the word schizophrenia?”  But now my first 
three words about people living with schizophrenia would 
be: brave, brave, brave. The workshop was a unique eye-
opening experience.  I was left wondering about my own 
misconceptions and judgements about mental illness.  It 
gave me a deep respect for those who cope with this illness 
on a daily basis.
Contributed by Cleda Reeves

Heartsong a compassionate experience
 Heartsong is a free of charge, respon-
sive respite retreat that is offered annu-
ally by St. Benedict’s Retreat Centre with 
co-sponsorship from St. Boniface Pastoral 
Care. This year some 30 people living with 
HIV/AIDS and 5 volunteer staff took part 
in the retreat from May 15 - 17. The St. 
Benedict’s Foundation and Cantate, an an-
nual fundraising concert, subsidize the re-
treat. Coordinating this year’s retreat were 
Sr. Virginia Evard, Fr. Rolland Lanoie, 
Chas van Dyck, Jocelyn Preston and Faigie 
Greaves. 
 “This is a special, safe place; we are 
watched over, cared for and loved,” said 
Ken, who is returning for his second year. 
“This is an open, honest, family place where 
we can be ourselves. Only after coming here did I really un-
derstand what it meant not to be alone with this.” 
 The ministry of care at HeartSong comes in many forms: 
savouring wonderful food, taking part in group sharing ses-
sions, getting one on one counselling, taking an opportunity 
to make new friends, strolling the spacious grounds to the 
river bank, or just sharing a cup of coffee or a smoke at the 
picnic table outside in the sun. Organizer Sr. Virginia Evard 
notes that, “the virtual environment at St. Ben’s, and the peo-
ple who come here, are ministry to each other.” A self care 
component is offered through the generosity of trained vol-
unteers providing hair cuts, acupuncture, therapeutic touch, 
sacro-cranial therapy, and Reiki. A sweat lodge is part of this 
year’s program.
 Building on a similar retreat offered in Texas, Sr. Mary 
Coswin and Fr. Vince Herner launched HeartSong for HIV/
AIDS patients 14 years ago. Jocelyn Preston, an HIV nurse 
from St. Boniface Hospital has seen many changes over her 
years of volunteering at HeartSong. “The face has changed; 
we used to see men only. Now we see everyone: parents and 
children, a grandmother with AIDS and her granddaughter 
caregiver, men and women of every race. There is a level of 
acceptance that they don’t find anywhere else – a freedom.” 
Preston categorizes the retreat as a renewing, healing time for 
sharing, processing, networking and bereavement. Another 
positive result is the forming of friendships that grow beyond 
the retreat. Its popularity is growing through word of mouth. 
 Music Therapist, Chas van Dyck is “blown away by their 
courage” in the face of devastating health crises and the isola-
tion they experience fuelled by fear and ignorance. He feels 
honoured to hear the stories of those taking part in the retreat 
and watches with admiration as they become less defensive in 
sharing sessions and allow themselves to become vulnerable 
and participate more fully. He noted that prayer has become 
more central to the sharing sessions this year. 
 Kinzie, returning for his third year at HeartSong, remem-
bers his first arrival, “I was really quiet. I didn’t know how 

Heartsong Retreat Coordinators, from left: Jocelyn Preston, 
Fr. Rolland Lanoie, Chas van Dyck and Sr. Virginia Evard

to act or where my place was. Now, we all eat and sleep 
and sing and dance and play games. We can be ourselves. 
Love, peace and harmony comes in different nationalities 
and colours – it’s how you give and receive.”
 An evaluation form received at the end of last year’s 
retreat read: “God lives here.” 

Contributed by Barbara Fawcett, St. Ignatius Parish

Director of Sacred Music 

The newly established parish of  
St. Gianna, is currently seeking a 

Director of Sacred Music. 

The applicant’s ability must include: 
- The ability to play the key board. 
- The ability to lead a variety of choir styles. 
- The ability to work with various musicians and 
instrumentalists. 
Experience in liturgical music ministry would be 
an asset.

The start date for the position would be in 
Sepetember 2006.  The position is currently 
a part-time position with the opportunity for 
expansion into a full time position as the parish 
continues to grow. 

Applications may be forwarded to: 

The Personnel Committee 
St. Gianna’s Roman Catholic Parish 
1765R Kenaston Blvd. 
Winnipeg, Manitoba   R3Y 1V8 
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‘Busy Person’s Retreat’ 
takes place in Gimli

 On March 10, 2006, fourteen women 
came together from the three Interlake par-
ishes of Our Lady of the Lake, Winnipeg 
Beach; St. Benedict’s, Camp Morton; and St. 
Michael’s, Gimli. We were not exactly sure 

what we had signed up for, but the one thing 
we did know was that we were all seeking a 
deeper connection with God through prayer. 
 Sister Cathy Laviolette, SNJM, pas-
toral administrator, was hosting a Directed 
Retreat for Busy Persons. The women that 
responded were of various ages and back-
grounds. However all agreed that, although 
busy people, they could commit approxi-
mately one and one-half hours per day for 
one week to grow in their prayer life. Sister 
Marie Baker, OSB and Mrs. Margaret King-
don joined Sr. Cathy as prayer guides for the 
retreat.
 The week began with a pot-luck dinner 
on the Monday evening. The group of wom-
en seemed fun-loving and down-to-earth. 
There was much joking around and laughing 
in different corners of the room. Without any 
planning, a wide variety and abundance of 
food was served. The evening concluded in 
song and prayer, asking God to bless each 
one of us in this new venture.
 From Monday to Friday each partici-
pant met for one hour a day with an assigned 

prayer guide and also spent at least one-half 
hour in prayer and pondering the scriptures. 
We did this whenever and wherever we 
could in the course of our day. 
 Five days later, on the Friday evening, 

we assembled again 
and joyfully closed 
the week with song, 
prayers and a heart-
felt sharing of what 
the week had of-
fered us. All the par-
ticipants spoke of 
the powerful, emo-
tional journey they 
had experienced 
over the week. 
 This experience 
“has rearranged my 
chromosomes!” , 
said one participant. 

“I thought I wasn’t 
worthy but now I 
know I am,” said 

another. “This is a whole new way of read-
ing the bible”, “a new way to pray”, “my 
old ways of thinking about my faith have 
changed dramatically!” said others.
 Interestingly, some of us slept better 
than we had in a long time while others were 
not able to sleep or were awakened through 
the night, driven to read scripture and pray. 
We all agreed that there was a lot more 
“God-talk” in our lives over the week.  
 And so, one week later, these fourteen 
women returned home as different people 
than they were when the week started. We 
each felt transformed in our own personal 
way and so grateful for God’s presence and 
to Sister Cathy and all three directors for 
the gift of their time and expertise. With so 
many busy people in our world today, I be-
lieve that we need to find new ways to make 
time for prayer. The “Directed Retreat for 
the Busy Person” is an excellent tool for do-
ing that.

Submitted by Karen Klisko, St. Michael’s 
Parish, Gimli.

Women from  Gimli, Winnipeg Beach and Camp Mor-
ton took part in a busy person’s retreat in March

Thirty year anniversary 
for first class of 

deacons celebrated
 On May 28, Good Shepherd Par-
ish (originally St. John and St. Hya-
cinth) celebrated the 30th anniversary of 
Deacon Bill Parrack’s ordination to the 
permanent diaconate.  During Mass, Fr. 
Michael Wollbaum bestowed a special 
blessing on Parrack and later, parishio-
ners and guests gathered for a potluck 
supper followed by tributes and presen-
tations.
 Parrack’s venture to the diacon-
ate began in 1974, when Fr. Alan Hall 
invited him and George Sitter to take 
part in the first diaconate program in the 
Archdiocese.  With several others, they 
attended formative sessions one week-
end a month and classes in theology, 
scripture and liturgy.  This continued 
for ten months a year until July 3, 1976 
when, with five others, they were called 
to ordination by Cardinal Flahiff.  Sub-
sequently, both were appointed to their 
home parish.
 Training for the deacons contin-
ued one weekend a month for another 
year, along with an annual retreat.  Both 
deacons carried out their many duties: 
celebrating baptisms, witnessing mar-
riages, proclaiming sacred scripture, 
giving homilies, officiating at funerals, 
attending sick calls, administrating sac-
ramentals and often conducting weekend 
services in the absence of a priest both 
locally and in other parishes.  Parrack 
also coordinated religious education 
programs while Sitter visited the sick in 
hospital and at home.

 Sadly, George Sitter died in 2000 
after years of dedicated service.
 In 1977, in order to have more time 
for family and parish duties, Parrack re-
tired from the RCAF.  He also followed 
his interest in social justice by volunteer-
ing as a part time chaplain at the Portage 
(Women’s) Correctional Institute and 
Agassiz Youth Center, where he contin-
ues today as a staff chaplain.  He also 
helped institute the soup kitchen at St. 
John’s Church. These ministries were 
key to his diaconal ministry.
 For a time, Parrack served as as-
sistant administrator of St. Hyacinth’s 
Church. At the same time, he and his 
wife Iris raised their children and cel-
ebrated the arrival of grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. When Iris died in 
1994, Bill continued to give of himself 
to all his responsibilities.  Many depend 
on his wisdom and counsel.
 The second reading of Sunday, May 
28, from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, 
is especially appropriate for this anni-
versary which honours all deacons: “I, 
the prisoner of the Lord, beg you to lead 
a life worthy of the calling to which you 
have been called, with all humility and 
gentleness, with patience, bearing with 
one another in love, making every effort 
to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace.”

Contributed by Helen Mulligan & Ruth 
Mulligan

Forty people volunteered their time and talent on Saturday, 
March 25 to clean St. Augustine’s Church in Brandon, in prepa-
ration for Easter. The confirmation class, and other volunteers 
cleaned pews and altars. The Stations of  the Cross were taken 
down, repaired, washed, and polished.  Members of  the Catholic 
Women’s League prepared a wonderful lunch and everyone en-
joyed this opportunity to build community within St. Augustine’s 
Parish.   

 
Contributed by Lorraine Kindle, Liturgical Environment, St. Augustine’s 
Brandon

St. Augustine’s practices 
good stewardship 

Bible Study ministry 
‘a blessing and a joy’

 “I fell in love with the Catholic Church 
all over again,” says Mary Webster of her 
return to the Church in the 1980’s after a 
time away. She was drawn to the Journey 
program at St. Benedict’s Retreat Centre 
and then to the three year Nathanael course 
at St. Charles Parish. When she joined Holy 
Rosary Parish, she enjoyed an active min-
istry in the RCIA program, yet yearned for 
something more. 
 Webster approached her Pastor, Rev. 
Sam Argenziano in 2003, with a request to 
begin a Bible Study group and received an 
enthusiastic endorsement. Holy Rosary Bi-
ble Study Group was launched, focusing on 
the Gospels of the year, Luke, the passion 
narratives and the Acts of the Apostles. In 
2004 the group studied Matthew, the infancy 
narratives, Genesis and Exodus. The 2005-
06 series covered John, Mark and Revela-
tion. 
 The group numbers from 7 to 20 and 
range in age from 20 to 70; “each decade 
is represented”, says Webster. Everyone is 
encouraged to take a turn at reading scrip-
ture from their own Bible. The variety of 
translations has led to explorations of source 
words and encouraged meaningful discus-
sion. Webster has used the Little Rock Bible 
Series of videos and the Navarre Bible Com-
mentary as major references. 

 The death of Pope John Paul II prompt-
ed many questions about the history and 
tradition of the Catholic Church. Using Jean 
Comby’s How to Read Church History, 
Webster began to teach church history for an 
hour before each Bible study. The response 
was positive with many group members re-
porting that they always looked forward to 
Mondays and were fascinated at the con-
nection between the issues of today and the 
past. 
 When Webster attended an interfaith 
Seder meal at Shaarey Zedek Synagogue 
she immediately thought, “I wish my Bible 
group was here”. Plans for the fall include 
a tour of Shaarey Zedek and completion 
of the study of the Pentateuch, (Greek for 
“five containers” which refers to the cases 
in which the Torah scrolls were kept). As the 
first two books of the Hebrew Bible have 
been studied, the next focus will be Leviti-
cus, Numbers and Deuteronomy. 
 Describing her ministry, Webster says, 
“God took a hold of me. This is my life 
ministry now – a blessing and a joy.” She is 
grateful for the opportunity to lead the study 
groups as a lay person and greatly values the 
trust and support she has received from her 
pastor.
Contributed by Barbara Fawcett, St. Igna-
tius Parish

Visit 

www.archwinnipeg.ca 
for archdiocesan events and information
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 Two years ago when Joshua Bull-
ock heard about the Archdiocese of 
Winnipeg’s Swing and a Prayer Golf 
for Vocations Tournament, he was 
not able to enter because he didn’t 
have the funds for the entry fee. A 
week later, the 13 year old from Good 
Shepherd Parish in Portage la Prairie 
got a call from Fr. Michael Wollbaum 
asking if he could replace one of the 
golfers who could not make it. “The 
entrance fee was paid,” said Bullock. 
“It was the work of God.”
 The following year, Bullock 
worked cutting grass so that he could 
pay for his entrance fee for the tour-
nament. After cutting grass for about 
8 days, he had the money for the en-
trance fee. “It was a lot of work, but 
it was so worth it,” he said. “That in-
spired my dad to enter the golf tour-
nament as well. Now I had the privi-
lege of golfing with my dad, which 
was quite the experience.” Bullock 
even took home a prize - $100 worth 
of fish! 
 This year, Bullock is excited to enter the tournament again. “It will be wonderful to 
see everyone again,” he said. “You don’t even have to be really good because it’s just a 
fun-filled day.”
 Tracy Bullock, Joshua’s mother, says this is the first formal tournament her son has 
entered. She says that he heard about the tournament from a number of family friends 
who are priests. “They spoke to him about it,” she said, letting him know that the money 
raised goes towards vocations.
 The young golfer has also had first hand experience with how the funds raised at 
the tournament are used. “After spending time getting to know [seminarian] Geoffrey 
Angeles and having him as my confirmation teacher,” he said, “I now know where the 
donations to the golf tournament go.”
 “So if you hear God calling you to go and golf,” he concluded, “don’t be afraid to 
answer. Maybe I’ll meet you there.”
Contributed by Joanne Struch

Sign up now for the 2006 ‘Swing and a Prayer’ Golf for Vocations 
Tournament June 16 in Neepawa and July 24 in Winnipeg. 

Visit www.archwinnipeg.ca or call 
Dan Potvin at 452-2227, ext. 228 for more details.

Young golfer looking forward to 
‘Swing and a Prayer’ tournament 

Joshua Bullock takes a shot as his fa-
ther looks on at the 2005 ‘Swing and a 
Prayer’ Golf  for Vocations Tournament

Psychologist speaks in Brazil 
and at local clergy wellness day 
 Rayleen De Luca, a clinical psychologist and Professor in the Department of Psy-
chology at the University of Manitoba, is a member of the Advisory Committee to the 
Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops which reviewed the document “From Pain to 
Hope” that addresses allegations and incidences of sexual abuse in the Catholic clergy. 
 De Luca, whose research is in the area of child abuse, was recently invited to speak 
on the subject of child sexual abuse at the Universidade Catolica Dom Bosco in Brazil as 
part of a university initiative to have professors from other countries speak about cross-
cultural issues. “Brazil is interested in developing programs in the area of child pro-
tection,” said De Luca, noting that the 400 participants included clinical psychologists, 
social workers and university professors from all over the country. 
 De Luca’s 2-hour presentation was about the effects of child sexual abuse and the 
treatments. Participants were interested in data about the long-term success of treatments, 
specifically the differences between males and females in terms of treatment data that De 
Luca has collected through her research.
 During the additional 2 hours of questioning, one young lady disclosed, for the first 
time, the abuse she suffered when she was 14 years old. “She had been experiencing 
panic attacks and anxiety,” said De Luca, “and she asked what she would have to do to 
lead a normal life. She had never been able to disclose that before.”
 Closer to home, De Luca also recently spoke at a wellness day for priests of the 
Archdioceses of Winnipeg, St. Boniface and the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy about 
providing safe environments for children in our communities. 
 “It is imperative for all of us involved in the ministry to children to provide a warm, 
loving and caring environment where children are able to feel safe and nurtured,” she 
said recently in an interview. She is proud of the ‘From Pain to Hope’ report, because it 
addresses this issue in a very clear and succinct way. “The committee’s focus was on safe 
environments for pastoral work, with an emphasis on protection of children, transparency 
and accountability,” she said.  

Contributed by Joanne Struch

Safe Environments project update
The first ‘Prevention in Motion’ workshops that make up part of the Archdiocese’s 
Safe Environments project have already taken place at communities throughout the 
archdiocese. 

During the one-day workshop, participants discuss barriers and benefits to preventing 
abuse and learn ways to proactively build safer relationships within organizations and 
communities. They also examine how to handle disclosures of abuse, learn the legal 
reporting requirements and evaluate risk management strategies for their community. 

“Communities have expressed the need for more ways to protect children and the 
church is listening,” says Archbishop Weisgerber in a letter to participants in the 
workshop. “We have an obligation to protect our youth and children from harm and 
through orientation and education we will build safer relationships in our parish com-
munities and schools.”

The full program – including criminal records and child abuse registry checks – will 
be launched in the fall of 2006. 

For more information, contact: 
Dianna Robson at 452-2227, ext. 227 or drobson@archwinnipeg.ca.

Priest celebrates 50 years

Retreatants encouraged to 
see the beauty in themselves

 “Remain in my love” (John 15:9) 
was the message from Scripture that 
was ever present during a silent retreat, 
held March 10 –12 at Villa Maria Re-
treat Centre, facilitated by Fr. Gerald 
Michaud for the John Paul II Nathanael 
group. ‘The Today of God’ was what 
Michaud, from Paroisse St. Adolphe, 
emphasized in his program, focussing 
his workshops to help the Nathanael 
formation group appreciate God’s ex-
istence in their lives in the present mo-
ment, every day.
 People should avoid negativity 
and instead use their energy to promote 
God’s love for everyone, stressed Mi-
chaud. They must act from a place of 
kindness and inspiration, which has a 
positive effect not only in the church 
but in the community in which they 
live. He added that Christians should 
use their gifts for ministry. 
 “God has placed in us something 
of beauty that we need to carry to the 
world,” said Michaud. “All of us come 
from God and are sent to build the 
kingdom today.” 
 At the end of the retreat, Jocelyne 
Durand felt nurtured by the experience, 
likening it to that of being in a “co-
coon,” in which she is gradually reborn 
into a butterfly at the end of the ges-
tation phase. “It’s like my faith,” she 
said. “Nothing in the outside world can 
change that.”
 Participant Julia Gulay recalled Fr. 
Michaud’s explanation of a story about 
visiting an individual who was living in 

a messy apartment and was struggling 
to find peace amidst the clutter, typical 
of the busy outside world that is full of 
distractions. “It means each one of us 
has to be able to look inside ourselves 
... to see how we project that faith…,” 
she said. “We have to be realistic. We 
have to be able to grow and to be pro-
active and to make the changes we need 
to be able to process and grow.” 
 Nathanaelite Connie Yunyk also 
participated in the retreat and said she 
keeps a spiritual guidance card, which 
Fr. Michaud distributed to the group, as 
a reminder to always acknowledge the 
presence of God, be of service to oth-
ers, and be a peacemaker. “We live in 
a secular world and we’re bombarded 
with information,” she said. “It’s easy 
to find what’s wrong with things, but 
we need to force ourselves to look at the 
good side, what’s right with things.” 
 One of the messages Michaud 
wanted Nathanaelites to go home with 
was simple: people need to see the 
beauty in themselves, since God is 
love and He abides in them. “[We need 
to] love ourselves where we’re at,” he 
stressed. He added the silent time in 
the retreat offered the participants an 
opportunity for personal reflection. 
 “It’s so we can be brought inside 
ourselves in our journey, to connect 
with God inside us,” he said. 
Contributed by Angela Brown, Good 
Shepherd Parish, Portage la 
Prairie.

 On May 27th, 50 years 
to the day of his ordination, 
a celebration was held at 
Blessed John XXIII Parish 
marking the anniversary of 
Fr. Raphael Glofcheski’s 
ordination to the ministerial 
priesthood. Glofcheski cel-
ebrated Mass, with several 
of his fellow priests con-
celebrating, and a reception 
was held in the parish hall.
 Glofcheski was born 
in Barry’s Bay Ontario, the 
eldest of seven children of 
Polish and German parents. 
He was ordained a priest 
in St. Hedwig’s Parish, 
Barry’s Bay (Diocese of 
Pembrooke) on May 27th, 1956. Glofcheski 
served in the Canadian military for 25 years. 
He retired with the rank of Major. His mili-
tary career took him throughout Canada and 
all parts of the world; where the military went, 
so went Father. After retiring from the military, 
he made Winnipeg his home, doing parish re-
lief work and eventually accepting full time 
assignments in 2004 in St. Nicholas Tavelić 
and St. Patrick’s parishes. 
 As well as Parish responsibilities, Glof-
cheski served as Chaplain for Manitoba State, 
St. James Council, as Faithful Friar of the 
Captain Miles MacDonell Assembly Knights 
of Columbus and as Chaplain for the St. James 

Catholic Women’s League and the Charles-
wood Legion. 
 Congratulatory best wishes and career 
recollections were provided by Archbishop 
Weisgerber, his brother Al Glofcheski and his 
long time personal assistant Joan Nevins. Pre-
sentations of appreciation were given by the 
Knights of Columbus, CWL and the Royal Ca-
nadian Legion.
 Father Glofcheski exemplifies what it 
means to be a faithful servant of God: “and the 
Lord said unto the servant, go out into the high-
ways and hedges and compel them to come, in 
that my house may be filled.” (Luke 14:23)

Contributed by Larry Zarychanski

Fr. Raphael Glofcheski with the Captain Miles 
MacDonell Assemby Honour Guard 
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Archbishop Weisgerber announces personnel changes 
 In May, Archbishop James Weisgerber announced retirements, personnel changes 
and parish realignments in the Archdiocese of Winnipeg. Msgr. Michael Moore will 
retire from St. Anthony of Padua Parish (West Kildonan) in Winnipeg and become 
sacramental minister at St. Ann’s Parish in Winnipeg. Rev. Raphael Glofcheski, who 
has been serving St. Patrick’s Parish in Winnipeg, will resume his retirement and be 
available for weekend ministry. Rev. Ernest Kamath will retire from Sacramental 
ministry at St. Michael’s Parish in Gimli and will be available for weekend ministry.

Pastors, Parochial Administrators and Parochial Vicars 
 Eleven parishes in the Archdiocese will have new pastors as of July 1, 2006. In 
addition, two new parochial administrators and three new Parochial Vicars have been 
announced. Please see photographs on this page for these changes. Not pictured 
are Reverend Slawomir Trzasko, O.M.I. who will becomes Parochial Vicar of Holy 
Ghost Parish, Winnipeg and Rev. Anton Felician Ferdinando, O.M.I. who will join the 
pastoral team at Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha Parish, Winnipeg.
 Chaplains

 While continuing in their current responsibilities, Rev. W. Richard Arsenault, 
Moderator of the Curia, becomes Sacramental Chaplain at St. Paul’s College, Winni-
peg and Rev. Mark Tarrant, Pastor of St. Paul the Apostle Parish, becomes Chaplain 
at Deer Lodge Centre, Winnipeg.

Sabbatical

Rev. Jose Cabral, currently Pastor of Our Lady of Seven Sorrows Parish, Camper-
ville and missions, has been granted a sabbatical until December 31, 2006. Our Lady 
of Seven Sorrows Parish and its missions - St. Thomas Aquinas Parish, Duck Bay and 
Sts. Peter and Paul Church, Pine River - are attached to St. Columba’s Parish, Swan 
River with Rev. Rainero Sarce as Pastor.

Changes in Religious Communities

 A number of changes have also taken place in the Jesuit community in Winnipeg. 
Rev. Robert Brennan, S.J., Rev. Earl Smith, S.J. and Rev. Joseph Mroz, S.J. have 
been assigned elsewhere by their Provincial.  Upon presentation by their Provincial, 
Rev. Alan Fogarty, S.J., becomes Director of St. Paul’s High School, Winnipeg and 
Rev. Conlin Mulvihill, S.J. and Rev. Daryl Miranda, S.J. join the faculty at St. 
Paul’s High School. Rev. Charles Duffie, S.J. joins the community of St. Ignatius 
Parish, Winnipeg.
 After four years of service, Rev. John Brophy is leaving the Archdiocese.  
 Sr. Cathy Laviolette, s.n.j.m, who has served for 5 years as Pastoral Admin-
istrator in Gimli and area, is going on sabbatical.  The Missionary Oblate Sisters of 
Manitoba are leaving Swan River after many years of service and Sr. Simone Forest, 
s.g.m. will be leaving her ministry at Ebb and Flow.

Rev. Henryk Laciak 
becomes Pastor of  

St. Anthony of  Padua 
Parish (West Kildonan), 

Winnipeg

Photo not available

Rev. Boguslaw 
Wardzinski becomes 
Pastor of  Our Lady of  

Victory Parish, 
Winnipeg

Rev. Diosdado Parrenas 
becomes Pastor of  Notre 
Dame Parish, Selkirk and 

St. Anne’s Church, 
Petersfield

Msgr. Enrique Samson 
becomes Pastor of  
St. Peter’s Parish, 

Winnipeg

Rev. Mike Nwosu 
becomes Pastor of  
Blessed Sacrament 

Parish, Elie and 
St. Eustache Parish, 

St. Eustache

Rev. Wayne Morrissey 
becomes Pastor of  St. 

Michael’s Parish, Gimli, St. 
Benedict’s Church, Camp 
Morton and Our Lady of  

the Lake Church, 
Winnipeg Beach

Rev. Leo Fernandes 
becomes Pastor of  St. 

Joseph the Worker 
Parish, Russell and 

St. Theresa’s Parish, 
Rossburn

Rev. Robert Polz 
becomes Pastor of  
St. Patrick’s Parish, 

Winnipeg

Rev. Dominic Yuen 
becomes Pastor of  St. 

Augustine of  Canterbury 
Parish, Brandon and 

Immaculate Conception 
Parish, Rivers

Rev. Kevin Smith 
becomes Pastor of  
St. Joseph’s Parish, 

Winnipeg

Rev. Paul Bisson 
becomes Pastor of  Sacred 
Heart Parish, Roblin, Ste-

Claire’s, San Clara, St. Mar-
garet’s Church, Grandview 

and Guardian Angels’ Church, 
Gilbert Plains

Rev. Francis Andoh 
becomes Parochial 

Administrator of  St. Felix de 
Valois Parish, Dunrea, St. 
Mary’s Parish, Souris and 
St. James’ Church, Baldur

Rev. Roy George Vazhaplankudiyil, of  the 
Heralds of  Good News, becomes Parochial 

Administrator of  Our Lady of  the Angels’ 
Parish, Amaranth, Our Lady of  Guadalupe 
Parish, Sandy Bay and Assumption of  Our 

Lady Church, Alonsa

Rev. Sebastian Susairaj, of  
the Heralds of  Good News, 
becomes Parochial Vicar of  

St. Columba’s Parish, 
Swan River 

Rev. Raju Madanu, 
of  the Heralds of  Good News, 
becomes Parochial Vicar of  

St. Augustine of  
Canterbury Parish, Brandon.

100 years at St. Joseph’s: 
a community of faith, love 

& thanksgiving

The turning of  the sod in 1970 for the current  St. Joseph’s Parish 
building at the corner of  Mountain and Andrews Streets in Winnipeg.

The community received many congratulatory greetings on the occaision of its an-
niversary. “St. Joseph’s has always been an open, out-going community,” wrote 
Archbishop Weisgerber. “Today, along with the presence of German speaking Cath-
olics, we see people of many other cultures and languages, particularly from the 
Philippines. It is wonderful to watch people collaborate in the parish, respecting 
each other and making room for each other. This is precisely what a church commu-
nity is supposed to be:  faithful people whose love for God is expressed in a sincere, 
effective love for our sisters and brothers.”  
 
“It is my understanding that your parish is the only German Roman Catholic Church 
in Winnipeg, and has also become a source of strength, wisdom, and belief, for our 
Filipino community as well,” wrote Winnipeg Mayor Sam Katz. “I applaud you 
in your ability to keep both of your cultures thriving, and by your ability to strive 
to work together as people of God. Your contributions to Winnipeg are to be com-
mended and celebrated, and are what helps to define our city as a hub of diver-
sity.”
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and parish realignments in the Archdiocese of Winnipeg. Msgr. Michael Moore will 
retire from St. Anthony of Padua Parish (West Kildonan) in Winnipeg and become 
sacramental minister at St. Ann’s Parish in Winnipeg. Rev. Raphael Glofcheski, who 
has been serving St. Patrick’s Parish in Winnipeg, will resume his retirement and be 
available for weekend ministry. Rev. Ernest Kamath will retire from Sacramental 
ministry at St. Michael’s Parish in Gimli and will be available for weekend ministry.

Pastors, Parochial Administrators and Parochial Vicars 
 Eleven parishes in the Archdiocese will have new pastors as of July 1, 2006. In 
addition, two new parochial administrators and three new Parochial Vicars have been 
announced. Please see photographs on this page for these changes. Not pictured 
are Reverend Slawomir Trzasko, O.M.I. who will becomes Parochial Vicar of Holy 
Ghost Parish, Winnipeg and Rev. Anton Felician Ferdinando, O.M.I. who will join the 
pastoral team at Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha Parish, Winnipeg.
 Chaplains

 While continuing in their current responsibilities, Rev. W. Richard Arsenault, 
Moderator of the Curia, becomes Sacramental Chaplain at St. Paul’s College, Winni-
peg and Rev. Mark Tarrant, Pastor of St. Paul the Apostle Parish, becomes Chaplain 
at Deer Lodge Centre, Winnipeg.

Sabbatical

Rev. Jose Cabral, currently Pastor of Our Lady of Seven Sorrows Parish, Camper-
ville and missions, has been granted a sabbatical until December 31, 2006. Our Lady 
of Seven Sorrows Parish and its missions - St. Thomas Aquinas Parish, Duck Bay and 
Sts. Peter and Paul Church, Pine River - are attached to St. Columba’s Parish, Swan 
River with Rev. Rainero Sarce as Pastor.

Changes in Religious Communities

 A number of changes have also taken place in the Jesuit community in Winnipeg. 
Rev. Robert Brennan, S.J., Rev. Earl Smith, S.J. and Rev. Joseph Mroz, S.J. have 
been assigned elsewhere by their Provincial.  Upon presentation by their Provincial, 
Rev. Alan Fogarty, S.J., becomes Director of St. Paul’s High School, Winnipeg and 
Rev. Conlin Mulvihill, S.J. and Rev. Daryl Miranda, S.J. join the faculty at St. 
Paul’s High School. Rev. Charles Duffie, S.J. joins the community of St. Ignatius 
Parish, Winnipeg.
 After four years of service, Rev. John Brophy is leaving the Archdiocese.  
 Sr. Cathy Laviolette, s.n.j.m, who has served for 5 years as Pastoral Admin-
istrator in Gimli and area, is going on sabbatical.  The Missionary Oblate Sisters of 
Manitoba are leaving Swan River after many years of service and Sr. Simone Forest, 
s.g.m. will be leaving her ministry at Ebb and Flow.

Role of Deacon a model of 
service for the Church

 “God is more interested in who we are than what we do,” 
said Archbishop James Weisgerber at the ordination to the order 
of Deacons of René Gauthier May 19, “and asks us to lay down 
our lives for one another.” This is the essence of the ministry of 
the deacon, Weisgerber continued.  
 In his homily, Weisgerber spoke of visiting the Gauthier 
home for dinner. “We had a long conversation about the pas-
sion Rene has for his ministry,” he said. “I remember thinking, 
‘the Church needs René to be a Deacon’.” Helping out a local 
soup kitchen and with catechism at his parish, and caring for the 
poor comprise part of Gauthier’s ministry. “These are things all 
Christians, all baptized, are called to do,” said Weisgerber. “A 
deacon is a sacramental presence, a living sign of what we are 
called to do. We need that kind of sign as we try to be a church 
in this secularized world.”
 “Pope John Paul II spoke about a new evangelization, a 
re-evangelization of the church,” said Weisgerber. “It is about 
us understanding the gospel in a new way.”  Pope Benedict 
XVI has picked up on that same thread, outlining a three-fold 
foundation for the church: preaching the gospel, celebrating the 
sacraments and serving the poor. “This means that the Church 
can no more neglect the service of charity than it can neglect the 
sacraments,” explained Weisgerber.
 “When you serve the poor, you meet Christ; when you 
meet Christ you meet God,” he continued. “The restoration of 
the Diaconate in Manitoba is very important. The Deacon mod-
els service and invites all of the church into this service.”

Contributed by Joanne Struch
Archbishop Weisgerber lays hands on 
René Gauthier during his ordination to 
the Diaconate

Needs asessment takes 
in-depth look at parish life

 The publication of the 
Archdiocesan norms for 
Parish Pastoral Councils 
was the perfect opportu-
nity for the parish of St. 
Antoninus in Deloraine 
to re-group their parish 
pastoral council.  “Oper-
ating under the guidelines 
means deciding as a group 
how to tackle pastoral is-
sues,” says Pastor Fr. Eric 
Giddins.
 To that end, the pas-
toral council (PPC) under-
took a Needs Assessment 
in the parish. “The needs 
assessment dealt with li-
turgical, pastoral, stew-
ardship, social justice and 
maintenance issues,” ex-
plains Gary Bolduc, who has been a member of the PPC for 
9 years. “It is an in-depth look at what concerns our parish-
ioners have, as well as ideas they might offer as to where 
we could change or improve things.” With the results of the 
assessment, the PPC hopes to form a mission statement and 
pastoral plan for the parish.
 The process for the needs assessment took place over a 
number of months. To start, Giddins brought sample needs 
assessments to the PPC meeting. The members of the coun-
cil looked at which areas could be included on the assess-
ment and each member worked on composing one section. 
They then presented it back to the council. “It was a collab-
orative process,” says Giddins.
 Once the assessment was compiled, a copy was given 
to each parishioner in the bulletin one weekend.  That same 
weekend, Giddins spoke about the assessment during his 
homily, explaining why it was being undertaken and what 
it is. The following weekend, each parishioner at Mass re-
ceived a needs assessment and was asked to complete it dur-
ing Mass. People who were not at Mass that weekend could 
also fill it in and bring it back to the parish. 
 After the assessments were collected, PPC members 
tabulated the results. Once all of the information is compiled 
and the mission statement and pastoral plan are complete, 
the information will be presented to parishioners through 
the bulletin. 
 “The PPC is vital to the parish, the parishioners have 

to be involved,” says Bolduc of the importance of a PPC in 
a parish. “Our PPC functions well because we have a good 
group of people on council who are concerned about the 
future and well-being of the parish.”
 To other parishes starting a PPC he says “try to get 
people involved in the church itself, whether as readers, 
lectors, eucharistic ministers, choir directors or catechists. 
Once they have an interest and involvement, it is easier to 
get people involved in the PPC, financial or maintenance 
committees.”
 “A lot of people have different talents. Some prefer to 
be readers or lectors, some are good singers, others have a 
good knowledge of business or maintenance,” he continues. 
“You need all of them to be involved.” He notes that a good 
working relationship with the parish priest is also critical, 
as well as communication with the Archdiocese. “The arch-
diocese also has to be prepared to listen to the local parishes 
when concerns are raised at the parish level,” he said.

Contributed by Joanne Struch

If you would like more information about the Arc-
diocesan norms for Parish Pastoral Councils or 
help with your PPC, contact Brian McKinnon, 
Pastoral Councils Coordinator, at 452-2227 or 
bmckinnon@archwinnipeg.ca

St. Antoninus’ Parish Pastoral Council
Back Row, from left: Judy Wells, Duane Vercaigne, Anthony Raes, Gary 
Bolduc, Deacon Murray Teetaert, Yvonne Laval. Front Row, from left: 
Rose Long, Joan Lesy, Fr. Eric Giddins, Annette Sunaert, Paul Ver-
caigne

100 years at St. Joseph’s: 
a community of faith, love 

& thanksgiving

AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE

The turning of  the sod in 1970 for the current  St. Joseph’s Parish 
building at the corner of  Mountain and Andrews Streets in Winnipeg.

The community received many congratulatory greetings on the occaision of its an-
niversary. “St. Joseph’s has always been an open, out-going community,” wrote 
Archbishop Weisgerber. “Today, along with the presence of German speaking Cath-
olics, we see people of many other cultures and languages, particularly from the 
Philippines. It is wonderful to watch people collaborate in the parish, respecting 
each other and making room for each other. This is precisely what a church commu-
nity is supposed to be:  faithful people whose love for God is expressed in a sincere, 
effective love for our sisters and brothers.”  
 
“It is my understanding that your parish is the only German Roman Catholic Church 
in Winnipeg, and has also become a source of strength, wisdom, and belief, for our 
Filipino community as well,” wrote Winnipeg Mayor Sam Katz. “I applaud you 
in your ability to keep both of your cultures thriving, and by your ability to strive 
to work together as people of God. Your contributions to Winnipeg are to be com-
mended and celebrated, and are what helps to define our city as a hub of diver-
sity.”



8 • The New Wine Press May/June 2006

March for Life 
‘a witness’ and ‘a prayer’

This year’s March for Life, held on May 12, 
marked the 36th anniversary of the legaliza-
tion of abortion in Canada. The March for 
Life is a statement, a witness, a prayer and 
a demand directed at a government which 
has the ability to enact a law to prevent the 
destruction of human life from the moment 
of conception to natural death. To com-
memorate this great loss of life in our city, 
one hundred and fifty people took part in the 
March, including fifty enthusiastic students 
from St. Maurice School. Members of the 
Knights of Columbus from various councils 
led the March for the first time and prom-
ised to come back in full force next year. 
Mr. Ron Schuler, MLA for Springfield, was 
presented with a rose as a sign of respect for 
the life of the unborn, and guest speaker, Mr. 
Bill Dykstra from Rock for Life, encour-
aged the crowd with their efforts to battle 
the culture of death. 
Contributed by Maria Slykerman, President, 
Campaign Life Coalition Manitoba

Participants in the 2006 March for Life heading toward 
the Manitoba Legislature

‘Welcome’ back 
to the church a 

journey
 From where I sit typing, I only have to look over at the 
wall to see the crucifix with the Risen Christ on my wall. 
 A gift from the parishioners of St. Paul the Apostle 
Church, the crucifix is a wonderful reminder of the RCIA 
(Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) process that I par-
ticipated in, a process that reached an important milestone 
April 15 when the church celebrated the Solemn Easter 
Vigil. At that time, I was ‘welcomed’ back to the church, 
while my fellow journeyers in the RCIA program took part 
in the holy sacraments of baptism and confirmation. 
 I call my welcome back to the church a milestone 
simply because I view the rich transcendent experience of 
April 15 as part of a journey rather than a destination. At 
the same time, the word falls woefully short of explaining 
just how totally satisfying the experience was and I feel 
that I received one of the best welcomes of my entire life. 
It is very powerful to contemplate that we are welcomed 
to God’s house and I have many people in the RCIA team 
and the church to thank for that. 
 Before many of you and Fr. Mark at the altar, I re-
ceived a Certificate of Remembering, which reads: “After 
responding to God’s call and inner most longings, Gloria 
returns to the table of the Lord.”
 It wasn’t until days later when the excitement of that 
special Mass subsided that I had time to marvel at the in-
sight on that certificate that spoke of ‘inner most longings.’ 
I wondered at first how the writer of that certificate knew 
of my inner most longings. But then again, I suppose that 
many of us who come to the RCIA program share the same 
motivation. 
 I am a journalist of some 25 years, who works pres-
ently as a journalist and a writer, and someone who con-
templated returning to the Catholic Church for years be-
fore I took the steps to do so. I was confirmed at the old St. 
Nicholas Church at Stella and McGregor many years ago 
as a child on a magical day. I will never forget marching 
outside with the other children in our pristine white dress-
es under the peeling bells of St. Nicholas, after confess-
ing some childhood indiscretion to the exceedingly patient 
priest at that time. 
 I attended church off and on with my father, who has 
since died, but I then drifted away until last year when 
those inner stirrings became too compelling to ignore and 
I called to enroll in St. Paul the Apostle’s RCIA program. 
I won’t tell you how long I have been away, suffice it to 
say that the time can be measured in decades, and I can 
understand how bizarre that must strike some people (no, 
I can’t remember how old I am either, else I would surely 
fess up!). It has been too long. But the great news is that 
it apparently was not too late, judging by the welcome I 
received. 
 I now get a glimpse at how far I am from being the 
person that I want to be and the journey continues. I do 
know unequivocally that I could not have fit back into the 
church without the help of many people. You know who 
you are. With gratitude to Fr. Mark, the RCIA team and 
you the parishioners, thank you for your wonderful wel-
come. 

Contributed by Gloria Taylor, St. Paul the Apostle Parish

 Lynda Ryshytylo of St. 
Theresa’s Parish, Rossburn, re-
cently participated in a medical 
mission to Chetumal, Mexico. 
The mission was directed to-
wards the Mayans forced to 
live in “squatters’ villages” 
due to poverty. The 8-day mis-
sion, which was part of Helping 
Hands Medical Missions, con-
sisted of prayer, evangelization 
and medical clinics. 
 “The best part of the medi-
cal care was to be able to pray 
with the patients who are very 
open and faith-filled,” said 
Ryshytylo, a registered nurse. 
“It was a wonderful experi-
ence to have nurses, doctors 
and a priest praying together for 
the sick. Healing of spirits was 
sometimes instantly observed as 
in the case of one child who was frightened, anti-social and 
disruptive. Following prayer for both her and her mother, 
she immediately became friendly with a most beautiful 
smile.”
 Crates of medication which had been shipped ahead 
were held in customs and were unfortunately unavailable. 
However, thanks to a few medications that were left from 
a clinic held in a different area, there was something to 

give each person who was in need. “It was like the miracle 
of the loaves and fishes!” said one pharmacist who was 
part of the team.
 Lynda would like to thank the Knights of Columbus, 
Fatima Councils, Gus and Verna Powaschuk, Gerald and 
Marilyn Lyshyshin and her mom, Ann Bart, for their gen-
erosity in helping her pay for the expense of surviving the 
mission.

Medical Mission a faith-filled experience

Lynda Rhyshytylo (centre) participated in a 
medical mission to Chetumal, New Mexico

A Tradition of Faith 
Throughout Our Lives 

Catholic traditions have marked every milestone in your life.  
When it comes to your final resting place, you surely will want 
your devotion to the Church to guide the decisions you make. 

Be at rest in the company of your family of faith by choosing a 
Catholic Cemetery – a milestone that lasts forever. 

For information, please call (204) 888-7557 

Assumption Catholic  Cemetery  
and Queen of Heaven Mausoleum 

3990 Portage Avenue, Winnipeg 

 Pope Benedict XVI has conferred the Knighthood of 
St. Gregory the Great upon Dr. John Stapleton, Rector of St. 
Paul’s College, University of Manitoba. Archbishop Weisger-
ber made the announcement at a celebration on May 18, 2006  
marking the end of Stapleton’s 10-year term as Rector.
 The Knighthood of St. Gregory the Great is given to men 
who distinguish themselves through service on behalf of the 
church and society. It was founded in 1831 by Pope Gregory 
XVI. Other members of the diocese who have received the 
honour include Arthur Mauro, James Mahon and Patrick 
O’Sullivan. 
 Dr. Stapleton will be invested with the insignia of the 
Knighthood in the fall. 

Contributed by Joanne Struch

Pope honours local academic

Dr. John Stapleton

Do you have ideas for articles for the New Wine Press?
Are you interested in writing? 

We are always looking for people to write about their parish community, 
projects that they have participated in or issues that excite them. 

To find out more about contributing to 
the New Wine Press, contact Joanne 

at 478-3206 or jstruch@archwinnipeg.ca 

AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE
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‘Feed the Fire’ event aims 
to bring youth together

 Mark your calendars for an event you 
won’t want to miss this summer.  Feed the 
Fire is a gathering for young Catholics and 
its aim is to feed the fire of your soul.  
 The weekend, for young people 16 
- 35 years of age, will be held at historic 
St. Charles Parish in Winnipeg from Satur-
day, August 26th to Sunday August 27th. It 
will conclude with an outdoor Mass on the 
banks of the beautiful Assiniboine River. 
Some events included in the weekend will 
be: Adoration and Reconciliation, Christian 
Rock bands, sports activities, a barbecue, 
and a bonfire.  For those people wishing to 
stay overnight, there will be camping out in 
the fields surrounding the church or place to 
sleep in the church basement.  Arrangements 
can be made for people with special needs. 
Participants under 18 must be with a chaper-
one.
 “I went to Toronto for World Youth Day 
in 2002 and was inspired by so many young 
Catholics coming together,” says Cheryl 
Friesen, who initiated this summer event. “It 
was a pleasure to celebrate my faith with-
out fear of offending anyone or being chal-
lenged. I want other young Catholics to have 
a chance to experience this as well.”  Friesen 
felt something changed for her on that trip. 
“In Toronto, I heard the Pope tell the young 
people that we are the future of this church 
– I found that statement very empowering,” 
she said. 
 Inspired with the confidence to put her 
faith into action, Cheryl contacted Archbish-
op Weisgerber, who was supportive of the 
idea. “Feed the Fire is a great idea and prom-
ises to be a blessed event,” he says. “I look 
forward to meeting so many of the young 
adults of our communities and I especially 
look forward to them meeting each other.”
 The Pastoral Council at St. Charles 
is also supportive of the idea, offering St. 
Charles facilities and grounds for the gather-
ing. 

 Fr. Michael Wollbaum of Good Shep-
herd Parish in Portage La Prairie is the spiri-
tual advisor for the gathering. “Throughout 
the weekend there will be four catechesis 
sessions,” he said. “We don’t have the topics 
narrowed down yet but some of the general 
themes will include the Eucharist, social jus-
tice, marriage and sexuality and evangeliza-
tion.” 
 Plans are under way to have a scriptural 
dramatization of The Living Stations of the 
Cross, a presentation that includes a dramat-
ic monologue from one of the characters in 
each scene, followed by a reflective prayer. 
Volunteers from around the archdiocese are 
needed to participate in this event which will 
require actors as well as people responsible 
for lighting, sound, costumes and music.
 A ministry fair, which will highlight 
many Catholic groups and organizations, 
will be organized by the Stewardship office 
of the Archdiocese. “We are always looking 
for opportunities to recruit individuals to as-
sist in accompanying residents to Chapel, 
provide individual visitation to residents, 
and a wide host of other activities,” said Fr. 
Vince Herner, the Director of Mission and 
Spiritual Care at the Misericordia Health 
Centre, who sees the Ministry Fair as an 
opportunity to encourage people to live out 
their baptismal commitment by participating 
in the Church’s healing ministry. “We could 
also use some musicians for our Sunday Lit-
urgies.”
 This event will require many hands to 
make it successful. If you wish to volunteer 
in any area, or are looking for more infor-
mation, e-mail feedthefire@mts.net or call 
Good Shepherd Parish at 857-5172.  Look 
for the Feed the Fire poster and registration 
forms on your church bulletin boards.

Contributed by Eva Arsenault, St. Charles 
Parish

Local media awareness 
group presents at the UN
 When the United Na-
tion’s 50th Session on the 
Commission of the Status of 
Women met this spring Deb-
orah Zanke, the manager of 
development and communi-
cations of Marymound, was 
one of the presenters who 
brought her message to the 
Non-Governmental Organi-
zations (NGOs) and repre-
sentatives at the Session.
 Marymound is a Sis-
ters of the Good Shepherd 
sponsored non-profit agency 
that provides therapeutic 
and educational services 
to young people and their 
families. Zanke spearheads 
MAISY (Media Awareness 
Initiative about Sexually Ex-
ploited Youth), a multi-level 
group which advocates for a 
change in the way the sexual exploita-
tion of youth is covered by the media.  
 At the UN, Zanke spoke about the 
way in which MAISEY mobilized a 
group of individuals who work with or 
are concerned about sexually exploited 
youth to change the way the media cov-
ers the issue. The group specifically fo-
cuses on the language used to describe 
these youth. “Terms such as ‘teen hooker’ 
or ‘teen prostitute’ work to diminish the 
fact the these kids are victims of sexual 
abuse, not criminals,” said Zanke.
 “I structured my presentation to il-
lustrate how a media strategy works,” she 
continued, “so that the same approach 
could be used by folks wanting to affect 
change in media coverage on issues they 
are concerned about.” Some NGOs don’t 
consider the fact that the media can be 
their ally and the influence it can have 
to help mobilize communities around a 
cause, she said.
 “People seemed to be inspired by 
the fact that MAISEY has actually seen 
some success with respect to how the is-
sue is being covered in Manitoba by lo-
cal broadcasters and print media,” said 
Zanke.
 One audience member told Zanke 
that the presentation inspired her to try 
to address a language issue in her work 
with immigration and refugee issues. 
“She wants to see the term ‘illegal alien’ 
abolished,” said Zanke.
 While at the UN, Zanke also sat in 
on the actual Session on the Commission 
of the Status of Women and on the girls’ 
caucus which happened daily during the 
Session. At the caucus, young women 

attending the Session are encouraged 
to share their experiences, concerns and 
successes with UN Government Repre-
sentatives. 
 “This was a significant experience 
for me as the caucus I attended included 
an informal presentation by two young 
women from Kenya who were involved 
in grass roots efforts to increase the suc-
cess of girls in school,” said Zanke. Due 
to the poverty in the region of Kenya 
where these girls were from, teen girls 
regularly miss a week of school every 
month when they are menstruating be-
cause sanitary supplies cost more than 
the average wage earned by families in 
the region. Because the girls miss school 
regularly, they fall further and further be-
hind and often stop going to school. The 
young women at the caucus shared their 
story of designing re-usable sanitary 
supplies which they distribute to girls in 
need.
 “Hearing about this very basic un-
met need which results in scores of girls 
being denied an education had a huge 
impact on me,” said Zanke. “It’s hard to 
grasp the situation when you come from 
a North American perspective of privi-
lege.”
 The next step for MAISEY is to 
release a Media Resource Guide with 
sources, resources and commentators 
on the issue of sexually exploited youth. 
“MAISEY wants to position itself as a 
resource to the media,” explains Zanke, 
“helping journalists cover this issue in a 
respectful, accurate way.”

Contributed by Joanne Struch
This article first appeared in the Prairie 
Messenger.

WYD Dinner Theatre 
‘raving success’

 Virgil’s Wedding, this year’s production 
by The World Youth Day Dinner Theatre 
Production Company, was a raving success.  
The troupe included twenty-five youth and 
ten adults from the parishes of St. Ann’s, 
Blessed John XXIII, and St. Charles, Win-
nipeg and Good Shepherd, Portage La Prai-
rie. The Production Company did a total of 
seven performances in front of over 1000 
people.  
 There were five hosting groups who 
made an average profit of $1,600 per per-
formance for their parish or organization.  
Hundreds of dollars were raised for each 
youth in the production company to help 
fund their pilgrimage to a World Youth Day 
gathering or another religious pilgrimage of 
their choice.
 “Over the last year,” said producer Nor-
bert Thibert, “we have spent thousands of 
man-hours of preparation, but we have also 
had countless laughs.” 
 “The big news,” he continued, “is that 
we will be doing this again next year.”  One 
change will be the timing of the performanc-
es. “It has been decided that we will do the 
shows the last weekend of January through 
to the beginning of March,” explains Thi-
bert. “This will be after the January exams 
but before the March report card timeframe. 
Changing the performance schedule will al-
low us to be finished all performances by the 
end of February and before spring break.”
 Using information gathered at the orga-
nizational meeting on May 28th, the direct-

ing team will search for a play over the sum-
mer.  The first rehearsal will be September 
10th at St. Charles Church.  
 Anyone interested in more information 
with regard to becoming involved in the 
World Youth Day Dinner Theatre Produc-
tion Company, or any parish or organization 
interested in booking a performance, can 
contact producer Norbert Thibert at 889-
1101.
Contributed by Eva Arsenault, St. Charles 
Parish

The cast of  ‘Virgil’s Wedding’ in costume. 
The WYD Dinner Theatre Production company has been successful in raising money both for World 

Youth Day pilgrims and for the communities that have hosted the dinner theatre.

Deborah Zanke at a MAISEY 
press conference 
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June, 2006
9, 7:30 p.m. - 14, 1:00 p.m.:
Guided Retreat: Praying with the Psalter with 
Sr. Marie Baker, OSB 
This retreat will focus on the psalter, the prayerbook of the Bible, which 
expresses every human emotion in dialogue between God and us. Each 
day there will be two short presentations on the psalms, suggestions for 
prayer and optional evening prayer. Massage available at an additional 
fee.  St. Benedict’s Retreat & Conference Centre. To register, call: 339-
1705  

10, 8:30 a.m.: Serena Manitoba Cruise & Brunch 
This two-hour cruise will be onboard the M.S. Paddlewheel Queen riv-
erboat. It includes brunch, entertainment, bake sale, door prizes and si-
lent auction. For tickets: 783-0091, 1-866-317-5362, or serenamb@mts.
net.

16, 6:00 p.m.: 
Celebration of  the 50th Anniversary of  Ordination 
of  Msgr. Stan Jaworski 
The celebration will take place at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish. 
A Eucharistic Celebration at 6:00 p.m. and a reception dinner to follow.  
For tickets to this event please contact Richard Jaworski @895-7544 or 
rndrwg@mts.net

June 21, 11:30 a.m.: 
Pregnancy & Family Support Services Inc. 
Annual General Meeting
The 33rd annual general meeting will be held at the Ellice Street The-
atre, 587 Ellice, Winnipeg. Lunch will be served, followed by a presen-
tation by former client Charlotte Disbrowe. Tickets are $6.00. RVSP to 
Jen, phone 772-9091, fax 774-2126, or e-mail pfss@mts.net by June 
16, 2006. 

June 25 – July 1: 
St. Benedict’s Monastery monastic live-in 
St. Benedict’s Monastery is inviting single Catholic women to a monas-
tic live-in this summer. Come and discern God’s call for you! To apply 
to Sr. Grace, OSB, phone 338-4601 or e-mail g_kowalski@hotmail.
com.

July, 2006
17 – 22: Catholic Bible Institute with Fr. Bill Halbing 
Overview of the Old Testament mornings, Book of Revelation eve-
nings. For information: CCRS 895-7544 or ccrs@catholicrenewalser
vices.com

24 – 28: YouthLeader
This five-day institute, sponsored by the Archdiocese of Winnipeg, will 
prepare youth, with the support of adults, in taking leadership of their 
lives and choices, training youth to be leaders in various ministries and 
forming youth to bring their Christian values to their leadership roles. It 
will take place at Canadian Mennonite University, Winnipeg. For more 
information visit www.archwinnipeg.ca.

August, 2006
26 – 27: Feed the Fire Youth Gathering
A gathering of young Catholics aged 16 to 35 will take place at St. 
Charles parish in Winnipeg. There will be catechesis sessions, Adora-
tion, Reconciliation, Christian Rock bands, sports activities, a barbeque, 
and a bonfire. The event will conclude with Archbishop Weisgerber pre-
siding at Mass on the banks of the Assiniboine River. For those wishing 
to stay overnight, we will be camping out in the fields surrounding the 
church or sleeping in the church basement. For more information, e-
mail feedthefire@mts.net or call Good Shepherd Parish at 857-5172.

September 2006
1-3: 2006 Marian Conference, “Two Pillars”
Featured speakers include Fr. Donald Calloway, MIC, Doug Gonzalez, 
Bob Fischman and Fr. Martin Bradbury. This conference will take place 
at the Fairmont Hotel, Winnipeg. For more information or to register 
visit www.marianconference.com or call (204)268-2046.

2, 7:15 p.m.: 
Interfaith Peace Prayer Gathering “Cry of  the Poor”
This annual prayer gathering will take place at Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help Parish Hall, 4588 Roblin Blvd., Winnipeg. Guests of Honour  are 
Most Reverend V. James Weisgerber, D.D., Archbishop of Winnipeg 
and Leaders of Interfaith Dialogue. All are welcome to attend.  For 
more information contact Farida Lalbiharrie at 888-8687.

Upcoming Events  
June - September 2006
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Summer Mass Times
throughout the Archdiocese of Winnipeg

Birtle 
St. Mary’s Parish: Saturday, 7:30 p.m.

Brandon
St. Augustine’s Parish, 327 Fourth St.
Saturday, 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, 9:00 & 10:30 a.m., 12:00 & 7:30 p.m.  

Camp Morton
St. Benedict’s Parish
Saturday, 5:00 p.m. (July 1 - Sept. long weekend)
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.

Gilbert Plains
Guardian Angels Parish
Every 2nd & 4th Saturday, 7:00 p.m. 

Gimli
St. Michael’s Parish
Saturday, 7:30 p.m. (July 1 - Sept. long weekend)
Sunday, 11:00 a.m.

Grandview
St. Margaret’s Parish
Every 1st and 3rd Saturday, 7:00 p.m.

Laurier
Paroisse Notre-Dame-des-Victoires
Saturday, 7:30 p.m. except Saturday, August 5 
when mass will be held at 5:00 p.m. 

McCreary
Our Lady of the Nativity Parish
Sunday, 11:30 a.m.

Roblin
Sacred Heart Parish: Sunday, 9:30 a.m.

Rossburn 
St. Theresa’s Parish: Sunday, 11:00 a.m. 

Russell 
St. Joseph the Worker Parish
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.

St-Francois-Xavier
St-Fancois-Xavier Parish: Sunday, 9:30 a.m. 

St-Lazare
St-Lazare Parish
July and August 2006: Sunday, 9:00 a.m.

St-Rose-du-Lac
Ste-Rose-de-Lima Parish: Sunday, 9:30 a.m.

San Clara
Ste-Claire’s Parish: Sunday, 11:30 a.m. 

Shoal Lake
St. Helen’s Parish
July and August 2006: Sunday, 11:00 a.m.

Winnipeg
Blessed John XXIII Parish, 3390 Portage Ave.
Saturday, 5:00 p.m.
Sunday, 9:00 a.m. & 1:00 p.m. 

Misericordia Health Centre  
St. Luke’s Chapel, 99 Cornish Ave.
Sunday, 10:00 a.m.; Friday, 10:30 a.m.

Misericordia Place, 44 Furby St.
Sunday, 11:00 a.m.; Thursday, 10:30 a.m.

Our Lady of Lourdes (Slovenian) Parish 
95 MacDonald Ave. 
Sunday, 9:30 a.m. (English/Slovenian)

St. Ann’s Parish, 271 Hampton St. 
Saturday, 4:30 p.m.; Sunday, 9:30 a.m.

St. Anthony of Padua (Hungarian) Parish
371 Burnell St. 
Saturday, 5:30 p.m. (English)  
Sunday, 11:00 a.m. (English/Hungarian)

St. Charles Parish, 320 St. Charles St.
Saturday, 4:00 p.m.; Sunday, 10:00 a.m.

St. Edward’s Parish, 839 Arlington Street
Daily Mass at 5:30 p.m. except Monday.
Saturday, 5:30 p.m.
Sunday, 8:30 & 10:30 a.m., 12:30 & 7:30 p.m.

St. Francis de Sales Manitoba Catholic 
Church of the Deaf, 285 Pembina Hwy.
Signed and voice Mass every Sunday of the year 
at 11:00 a.m. 
Children’s Mass every 3rd Sunday of the month.

St. Ignatius Parish, Corydon and Stafford
Daily 7:15 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
Saturday, 5:00 p.m.; Sunday, 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 
a.m., 3:40 p.m. (Spanish), 9:00 p.m.

St. John Brebeuf Parish
1707 John Brebeuf Place
Sat., July 1 - (including) Sun., September, 3:  
Saturday, 5:00 p.m.; Sunday, 10:00 a.m.

St. Joseph’s Parish, 
355 Andrews Street (Mountain & Andrews)                 
Saturday, 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday, 9:30 a.m. (German) & 11:00 a.m.

St. Paul’s College, University of Manitoba
There are no weekday or Sunday Masses at St. 
Paul’s College during May, June, July and Au-
gust. Sunday Masses will resume on September 
10, 2006 at 11:00 am.

St. Vital Parish, 1629 Pembina Hwy.
Monday – Friday, 7:00 p.m. (July 3 - September 
1, 2006)
Saturday, 4:00 & 7:30 p.m. 
Sunday, 9:30, 11:30 a.m. & 8:00 pm.

Winnipeg Beach
Our Lady of the Lake Parish
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.

Woodlands
Church of the Annunciation, 
Sunday, 11:00 a.m.

Cottage Country 

Kenora, Ontario
Notre Dame Parish
Saturday, 5:00 p.m.; Sunday, 9:00 & 11:00 a.m.
Tuesday – Friday, 9:00 a.m.

Keewatin, Ontario
St. Louis Parish, 843 Superior St.
July & August
Tuesday & Thursday, 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday, 9:00 a.m.
Saturday, 5:00 p.m.; Sunday, 10:30 a.m.

Come to the Water
Beginning Experience International Convention

The Beginning Experience (BE) ministry helps divorced, separated and widowed men and women 
- and children of divorce, parental separation and death - heal the grief of their loss and free them 
once again to love themselves, others and God. In July, Beginning Experience will be holding its 
International Convention in Winnipeg.

Pre-Convention Event:
July 10, 11 and 12 - Beyond Beginning Experience: Those who have already attended a BE 
weekend are invited to attend this Monday to Wednesday “weekend”. 

Convention Highlights:
Thursday, July 13, 7:30 pm:  Jesse Manibusan In Concert - This concert will be hosted by the 
Winnipeg YABE (Young Adults for Beginning Experience) team. It will take place at Westminster 
Cathedral, Winnipeg. Tickets are $12; proceeds will go to BE programs for children and youth
July 14, 7:30 pm: Opening Ceremonies of BE International Convention 
July 14, 15, 16: BE International Convention 

For more information:  visit www.beginningexperience.org/conventions.php; 
phone (toll free) 1(866)610-8877; or e-mail kathleen@beginningexprience.org.
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Returning to Spirit brings reconciliation, 
healing to residential school experience

 A program established to bring recon-
ciliation and healing to the residential school 
experience is transforming lives, relationships 
and communities. Returning to Spirit is a 
three-part process that involves intense week-
long reflection by First Nations people in one 
session and by church people in another ses-
sion, before both communities are brought to-
gether for a time of conversation, healing and 
reconciliation.
 The impact of the residential school 
policy in Canada, in which thousands of First 
Nations children were separated from their 
homes and families to attend government- 
and church-run schools, has echoed through 
generations. It continues to be a source of mis-
understanding and resentment, hurt and guilt 
on both sides, even among First Nations and 
church representatives who had no direct in-
volvement. Returning to Spirit offers a way to 
break this cycle, says founder and facilitator 
Marc Pizandawatc.
 “This work is not about rehashing the 
past, but it is about people seeing how the 
past is showing up in the present,” said Pizan-
dawatc. “Unless that gets resolved, the future 
is just going to be more of the same.”
 People can become “stuck” in a pattern or 
a way of living dictated by past experiences 
or a way of seeing themselves and others. To 
recognize that and to gain power over it is 
something that benefits any human being.

 “People slip into a hypnotic way of 
living their lives, in kind of a conver-
sation of no possibilities. Returning to 
Spirit is about people creating a new 
opening, to see new possibilities,” said 
Pizandawatc, an Algonquin man from 
Kitigan Zibi First Nations.“The work is 
about transformation, not about change. 
You can’t create change, it just doesn’t 
work. You have to alter people’s rela-
tionship with what they’re seeing and 
what they’re doing.”
 It’s a process that happens not only 
on an individual level but on a commu-
nity level, said Pizandawatc. “People 
can become stuck in resentment, res-
ignation, victimization, cynicism, and 
entire communities are in those places 
also. If an individual is in resentment 
and the community is in resentment, 
then the conversation is always about 
resentment, and all you get is more re-

sentment.”
 Returning to Spirit offers a way to break 
through that cycle. The power of one person’s 
transformation can have far-reaching effects 
on family and on community relationships. 
 Communities where Returning to Spirit 
has been offered are seeing a difference in 
how people are relating to each other. “People 
are working better together, there’s a lot less 
attacking resentment and resignation, people 
are wanting to start moving forward, creating 
future rather than rehashing old stuff,” said Pi-
zandawatc
 Returning to Spirit began five years 
ago when Marc Pizandawatc and Sister Ann 
Thomson developed the process to bring about 
conversation and reconciliation between First 
Nations and church representatives - an idea 
originally suggested by Mackenzie-Fort Smith 
Bishop Denis Croteau, OMI. Since then, the 
program has been offered countless times, has 
received funding from the Catholic Aborigi-
nal Council for Reconciliation of the Cana-
dian Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB) 
and has attracted widespread interest. 
 “Our biggest problem is that we can’t ful-
fil the demand,” said Pizandawatc.
Contributed by Kiply Lukan Yaworski, Prairie 
Messenger’s Saskatoon Diocesan editor. Part 
of this article first appeared in the Prairie 
Messenger.

Elvier Brunel, Associate Director of Catechetics for the Archdiocese of Win-
nipeg, has participated in part of the Returning to Spirit Program. Here are 
some of her reflections on it: 
  I have journeyed with the First Nations People for over forty years. I be-
gan as a teacher at Ebb & Flow First Nations, then as a spiritual care provider, 
counsellor, therapist and most recently as an associate director of Catechetics 
for the Parkland Deanery, in which the majority of the people are First Nations 
People, including the Métis settlements.  
 I was invited to participate in Returning to Spirit by Fr. José Cabral, the 
diocesan priest from Our Lady of Seven Sorrows, Camperville and surround-
ing Missions and who is also part of the leadership training group involved in 
the Returning to Spirit Program. 
 I first attended Returning to Spirit in April, 2005 at Villa Maria as a mem-
ber of the Church group, sponsored by and representing the Archdiocese of 
Winnipeg. In January, 2006 I went to Morley, Alberta and completed level one 
of the training program. In February, 2006 I went as a trainee to the Saskatoon 
church group for Returning to Spirit. I was given some responsibilities and 
tasks as part of the overall program. This was a great opportunity to learn and 
integrate the principle concepts of the process. I have just completed the Rec-
onciliation portion of the program. This is when the First Nations People and 
Church people come together for reconciling differences. 
  To be reconciled and begin healing we needed to be willing to put our 
opinions and stories aside so true listening could happen.  In a spirit of  open-
ness  to listening and truly being present to one another, a conversation hap-
pened. We moved out of our self-created boxes and we created a third circle 
filled with possibilities; and we moved forward together with trust, hope and 
peace.  
 This was an awesome experience of a New Church, a New Community 
where equality, respect and honour were experienced. It was an experience of 
a coming together of my two “loves” – Church and First Nations People – and 
therefore I am moving forward with integrity and a greater sense of true justice. 
This program has given me a renewed sense of Mission and encourages me to 
continue serving all of God’s People. I realized that these forty years of service 
with the First Nations People have been a blessing and a great opportunity of 
learning about life and what it means to be “called” to serve. It has served as 
my university of learning and where I choose to live out my baptismal call as a 
lay person within the Church.  
 Returning to Spirit has provided me with many opportunities for personal 
growth and healing of  past hurts. It gave me the possibility to let go and accept 
the truth about what has happened throughout history within the Church and 
among First Nations People. It has provided me with tools for my personal life 
and all my relationships. It truly is a transformational process. I have experi-
enced that transformation and have witnessed it among communities. It truly 
brings “US” back to the Spirit of who God created us to “BE”.
 Returning to Spirit is the best process for orientation for all who are called 
to work with First Nations People. Various groups such as the Leadership 
Teams, Clergy, Religious Communities, Lay Formation Teams, Lay Ministers, 
Diocesan Pastoral Council Members and people from all First Nations Com-
munities would benefit from this program. Through this process we are de-
veloping a new future filled with great possibilities and hope for all Nations. I 
can see how the role of the Church is vital in this Reconciliation and Healing 
Program.

Marc Pizandawatc (left), founder of  
Returning to Spirit, and Elvier Brunel.

St. Mary’s Academy students raise anti-racism awareness
 Senior 3 students at St. Mary’s Academy have re-
searched, written and produced an anti-racism play as 
part of their drama curriculum this year. The play, entitled 
“Your Voice Is All It Takes”, was commissioned by the 
Manitoba Human Rights Commission and presented at the 
Human Rights Youth Conference in Brandon. The multi-
media presentation combines dance, music, 
monologues and dialogues with slides of quota-
tions and news stories about racism. 
 The first part of the play gives the audience 
a context of the topic with vignettes such as 
“What is racism?” and “The evolution of rac-
ism”, followed by glimpses into areas where 
racism is at play in our society. A series of in-
ternal monologues that take place on a bus, for 
example, discuss how a woman in her tradition-
al clothing feels when the person sitting next 
to her changes seats when she sits down. The 
monologues include the feelings and thoughts 
of both women and the reaction – or lack thereof 
– of others on the bus to the situation. Similarly, 
a series of alternating monologues by a person 
applying for a job and the interviewer reveals 
the subtle – and not so subtle – ways in which 
discrimination is at play in the workplace.
 Perhaps the most powerful vignette is a 
series of statements that challenge the audience to think 
about occasions when racism happens that is less direct, 
but still harmful. The statements start “I’m not racist but 
…” and cover a range of topics from “our neighbourhood 

would just be safer without those kinds of people in it” to 
“when they come into my store, I just have to keep my eye 
on them.”
 At the end of the play, the actors tell the audience about 
a number of anti-racism and awareness programs that are 
currently happening in schools across the province; most 

have been developed by the students in the schools. “They 
have made their voices heard,” the actors tell us, “will you 
do the same?” The play challenges the audience to take 
action, saying, “Will you be the change you wish to see?”

 In order to put together their ideas for the play, each 
student individually researched the topic and thought about 
what format they could use to express the ideas. Some de-
veloped dances, others wrote songs or monologues about 
what they have experienced. As a group they then put to-
gether these different parts and spent at least 5 weeks re-

hearsing the entire thing. 
 In an interview with the cast, a member 
said that the group wanted to focus on what we 
can do about racism, not simply the fact that 
it happens. The group wanted to show differ-
ent kinds of racism that take place and inspire 
other people to make a difference.
 “It is unrealistic for us to hope that rac-
ism will not be there anymore,” said one cast 
member, “but hopefully we will try to cut it 
down and make people more aware of it.”
 “Even one person can make a differ-
ence,” adds another cast member. 
 “I think where the difference will be 
made is by educating people our age,” said 
another member of the cast, adding that in 20 
years they will be parents and will be educating 
their children. If they can impart the message 
of equality to their children and generations 
to come, she said, racism could be eliminated. 

“Educating our age group paves the way for the future.”

Contributed by Joanne Struch
This article first appeared in the Prairie Messenger.

A scene from an anti-racism play by Saint Mary’s Academy 
students which recreates an experience of  racism on a bus.



June 2006 
8-9: NW Regional Catholic Stewardship Conference, Vancouver
10, 5:00 p.m.: Confirmation - Immaculate Conception, Winnipeg
11, 11:00 a.m.: Confirmation – St. Michael’s, Gimli
13, 7:30 p.m.: Confirmation – Blessed John XXIII, Winnipeg
14-15: CCCB Executive Meetings, Ottawa
16, 5:00 p.m.: Mass & Dinner – 50th Anniversary of Priesthood of 
  Msgr. Stan Jaworski – OLPH, Winnipeg
17, 4:00 p.m.: Confirmation – St. Hedwig’s, Brandon
18, 9:15 a.m.: Confirmation – St. Antoninus, Deloraine
19, 6:30 p.m.: Confirmation – St. Mary’s Cathedral
21, 5:00 p.m.: Serra Club Barbeque – St. Paul the Apostle, Winnipeg
22, 7:30 p.m.: Confirmation – St. Joseph’s, Winnipeg
23, 7:30 p.m.: Confirmation – St. Edward’s, Winnipeg
24, 5:00 p.m.: Confirmation – St. Gianna’s, Winnipeg
25, 9:30 a.m.: Confirmation – St. Laurent, St. Laurent

July 2006
14, 7:30 p.m.: Beginning Experience International Convention – 
  Radisson Hotel, Winnipeg
18, 6:30 p.m.: Misericordia Foudation Partners in Healthcare Dinner, 
  Fort Garry Hotel, Winnipeg
19, 12:00 p.m.: Misericordia Golf Classic – Pine Ridge Golf Club
24 – 28: YouthLeader, Canadian Mennonite University Campus, Winnipeg
29, 4:00 p.m.: Celebration of 35th Anniversary of Priesthood of 
  Fr. Terry McGrath

August 2006
13, 3:00 p.m.: St. Laurent Pilgrimage, St. Laurent
26-27: Feed the Fire, St. Charles Church, Winnipeg
30: CCCB Meetings

September 2006 

2, 7:00 p.m.: Interfaith Peace Prayer Gathering “Cry of the Poor” - 
  OLPH, Winnipeg
3, 11:00 a.m.: Confirmation – St. Anthony of Padua (Hungarian), 
  Winnipeg
10, 9:30 a.m.: Confirmation – Ste. Rose de Lima, Ste. Rose du Lac 

Archbishop 
Weisgerber’s

Schedule Speaking at the Canadian Church Press 
Conference held in Winnipeg in early May, 
Archbishop Weisgerber challenged participants 
to give more context to the narrative of residen-
tial schools that exists in the mainstream media 
in Canada. 
 Noting that he was speaking in his own 
name, not on behalf of the Archdiocese of Win-
nipeg or the CCCB, Weisgerber clarified that his 
purpose was not to defend some of the actions 
that had taken place in residential schools, but to 
look at the issue as a complex one that will not 
be solved until it is seen in its complexity.  
 “Each school is a distinct reality with its own 
history,” said Weisgerber. “They were begun in 
good faith. The problem now is that we are using 
our acquired knowledge today to condemn what 
happened in the past. We’ve grown up, devel-
oped a much more sophisticated respect for per-
sons. It is problematic to try to ascribe all of the 
difficulties of the aboriginal people to residential 
schools.” 
 “Canadians have coalesced around a nar-
rative about residential schools that is very 
straight forward,” he continued. In the story that 
has been told by the mainstream media the word 
used for people who have gone to residential 
schools is ‘survivor’. “It is no more possible to 
question this narrative than it is to question the 
holocaust.”
 “The real casualty is the image and percep-
tion of what the Church is,” he said. “There is 
a perception that the Church is irrelevant and 
harmful.” Another casualty, said Weisgerber, 
is the hundreds of nuns who worked and spent 
their whole lives in these schools. “Because of 
the main-stream narrative, they are living in 
shame. They have no money because of the set-
tlements.”
 “The problem has not been solved with the 
money the government has allotted through the 
residential schools solution” he said. “It will 
come back to haunt us.”
 If there is going to be hope and healing in 
the future, continued Weisgerber, referring to 
the theme of the conference “Nurturing Com-

munion: Hope in a Fractured World”, we need to 
be reconciled with the First Nations people. “If 
there is a clear winner and loser, it never leads to 
reconciliation.”
 Weisgerber referred to Returning to Spirit, a 
program that “seeks to bring reconciliation and 
healing to the residential school experience” 
(see page 11) as a positive voice in giving con-
text to the narrative. “It is about reconciliation 
and stories,” he said. “It looks at the conflict, at 
the hurt.”
 “What we have been doing for 20 years has 
not led to reconciliation,” he continued. “We 
need to listen to the realities, talk to one another. 
We need to go beyond the pressure of the larger 
narrative that has been constructed and listen to 
where each other is coming from.”
 “Together we can be reconciled,” he con-
cluded, noting that the main stream press won’t 
undertake to contextualize the narrative, so it 
should be the responsibility of the Church press. 
“You have in your hands many of the instru-
ments to do it,” he concluded.

Contributed by Joanne Struch
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Archbishop Weisgerber spoke to the 
Blessed  Teresa of  Calcutta 

Nathanael Group in Brandon in May

Divine Mercy a ‘vehicle of God’s Grace’
 Last November Estelle Regnier was 
asked if she would paint her interpreta-
tion of the Divine Mercy image for St. 
Charles Church.  Looking back on that 
day, Regnier remembers, “My mouth 
said, ‘I’ll try’ but my mind said, ‘Doing 
this painting will be impossible’.” Two 
and a half years earlier, Regnier’s life 
was turned upside down when she was 
diagnosed with fybromyalgia.  Before 
she became sick, her busy life included 
running a household with a husband and 
three daughters, renovating their home, 
working full time at her job and work-
ing full time as a professional artist. 
 “When I got sick,” said Regnier, 
“everything in my life changed. It be-
came necessary to give up my job. Be-
cause of the shaking and chronic pain, 
painting was out of the question.”
 Regnier began to read the di-
ary of St. Faustina and consider how 
she would approach this project. “The 
painting was supposed to display the 
face of Jesus as he looked down from 
the cross,” said Regnier. “As I viewed 
the other six or seven versions of the 
painting, I thought none of them contain 
all the emotions that I felt Jesus would 
have experienced.”  
 “Each time, before I began to paint, I said the Divine Mercy 
Chaplet so God would guide me to paint what He wanted,” she 
said, describing how the worked progressed.    
 “After painting the background I did the eyes and then the 
rest of the face. On days I didn’t feel well enough to paint, I 
would sit in my studio and look at His face – it would make me 

feel stronger.” 
 Working on the portrait was 
physically demanding. “I would 
paint for a few hours and then have 
a flair up for a few days and some-
times a few weeks. There were oth-
er times when I would get lost in 
the painting and feel like I wasn’t 
the one in control of my hand 
– it was being guided in some way. 
The portrait took me five months 
to complete - longer than any other 
painting I’ve ever done.”
 When asked what she 
thought was the purpose of the 
painting, Regnier explains, “Our 
Lord made it clear that the paint-
ing itself is not what is important. 
In St. Faustina’s diary Jesus says, 
“Not in the beauty of the color, nor 
of the brush lies the greatness of 
this image, but in My grace. By the 
means of this image I shall grant 
many graces to souls”. 
 “The purpose of this paint-
ing,” she continues, “is to be a 
vehicle of God’s grace - if it is re-
vered with trust in His mercy”.
 Regnier reflects on what 

this project has meant to her.  She says,” During my illness, one 
of my greatest loves has been the satisfaction I feel when I paint. 
Before I got sick, painting would make my soul happy – I got 
lost in the colors. Many times while I was working on this paint-
ing that feeling came back and that made me very happy.” 

Contributed by Eva Arsenault, St. Charles Parish

Estelle Regnier with her painting of  her 
interpretation of  the Divine Mercy

What is 
The Divine Mercy ?

 On August 25, 1905 Helena Kowalska 
was born in Glogowiec, Poland. She joined 
the Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy on Aug. 1, 
1925, changing her name to Sr. Mary Faus-
tina. 
Sr. Faustina had an extraordinary union 
with God, receiving revelations from Jesus, 
who asked Sr. Faustina to record these ex-
periences
 She compiled them in notebooks, now 
known as the Diary of Saint Maria Faustina 
Kowalska.
 On February 22, 1931 Sr. Faustina re-
corded: “I saw Jesus dressed in a white gar-
ment. He held one hand raised in blessing 
and the other hand was touching his garment 
at the breast. From under the garment came 
two rays of light, one red and the other pale. 
‘Paint a picture according to the vision you 
see and with the signature, Jesus, I trust in 
you,’ said Jesus. ‘I desire that this picture be 
venerated first in your chapel and through-
out the whole world’.”
 Jesus asked Sr. Faustina to remind the 
world of His Mercy and taught her a very 
special devotion to the Divine Mercy. The 
two main prayers of the Divine Mercy De-
votion are the Chaplet of The Divine Mercy 
and the Divine Mercy Novena. 
On October 5, 1938, Sr. Mary Faustina 
died in Krakow at the age of thirty three. 
Pope John Paul II canonized her in 2000 
making her the “first saint of the third mil-
lennium”.


