
‘Easy-going prayerful atmosphere’ at ‘Feed the Fire’

 Despite rain early on the morning of Saturday, August 26, the clouds 
lifted and the sun continued to shine for the rest of the weekend. This was 
good news for the some 50 young people in attendance at the Feed the Fire 

Youth Gathering which took place at St. Charles 
Parish in Winnipeg.
 During four sessions of catechesis, participants 
heard from speakers on a variety of topics.  The 
first session, “The Person of Jesus” was given by 
Archbishop Weisgerber who commented that the 
location for the session – outside on the banks of 
the Assiniboine River – reminded him of the way 
Jesus often taught, on the banks of a river to small 
groups of followers. Sr. Bernadette O’Reilly, a 
Sister of Sion, spoke about her work with children 
and youth at Rossbrook House during the second  
session. In another session, Alison Sanders, an 
emergency nurse at St. Boniface General Hospital, 
spoke about some of the common hurdles faced 
by young Christians in today’s society. Alison 
is a familiar face at youth events throughout the 
province and is especially involved with TEC – To 

Encounter Christ. Fr. Michael Wollbaum’s session, 
“Why Eucharist?” focused on why we celebrate the 
Eucharist and how we can live it in today’s environ-
ment.
 On Saturday evening, a presentation of the Liv-
ing Stations of the Cross featured 12 young adults 
from throughout the province who presented tab-
leaux that illustrated the fourteen stations of the pas-
sion and death of Jesus.  The presentation incorpo-
rated monologues and music.
 A Ministries Fair gave participants exposure to, 
and information about, a variety of organizations 
throughout the diocese. Ten groups, including Micah 
House, Marymound, Development and Peace and 
the Catholic Health Association provided exhibits 

with pictures, printed material and power point presentations.
 Throughout the weekend, participants were treated to music performed 
by One Body of Brandon,  The Boulets of Portage la Prairie and the Youth 
for Christ Band.
 The weekend concluded with Mass on the banks of the Assiniboine 
River. In his homily, Archbishop Weisgerber said of the gathering: “Some-
times you have to take a chance.  You have to find the courage to try some-
thing new.” 
 “The event was so well organized and well paced that there were too 
many things I enjoyed to name just one,” said one participant. Another 
attendee commented that she enjoyed “the easy-going prayerful atmo-
sphere.” 
Visit www.archwinnipeg.ca for photos from the Feed the Fire weekend.

Contributed by Eva Arsenault, St. Charles Parish
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Youth events develop leadership and spirituality 
 During the last week of July, 62 participants 
from 11 parishes and schools throughout the 
Archdiocese of Winnipeg participated in Youth-
Leader. This week-long program provided a team 
approach to Christian leadership training by ask-
ing that teams of both adults and youth from a 
parish or organization participate together in de-
veloping the skills of a leader, which they then 
take back to their community. 
 “The purpose and goals of the program are 
to prepare youth for future leadership, train youth 
to be leaders of ministry and challenge youth,” 
said Michelle Garlinski. She and Fr. Kevin Smith 
facilitated the week which was sponsored by the 
Archdiocese of Winnipeg. Both are trained in the 
program through the Centre for Ministry Devel-
opment, where the program was developed. 
 The program starts by asking the participants 
to ensure that their values are in line with gospel 
values. “We explore the idea that we are called 
to follow Jesus, but we need to understand what 
that means,” said Garlinski. “Communication, 
listening and being proactive are concepts that 
we come back to throughout the week. We talk 
about the choices we make in each of these areas 
because of our values.” 
 Throughout the week there are 9 skills-based 
sessions each of which introduces a ‘key’. Par-
ticipants are given the background and examples 
of the key and are led through a process of ap-
plication. Movies, drama and games are used to 
communicate the key.  “The primary principles 
(keys) unlock doors that will help the teams im-
plement the skills they have learned when they go 
back to their community,” said Smith. Examples 
of keys include proactive leadership, communi-
cation skills and group facilitation skills. In each 
of the sessions throughout the week, the teams 
are reminded to use the skills they have learned 
in undertaking the next activity.
 Morning and evening prayer was celebrated 
throughout the week. Archbishop Weisgerber 
joined the group on Thursday to preside at the 
Eucharist and participate in the evening activi-
ties. The participants were so “vibrant and full 
of energy,” Weisgerber said. He was impressed 
at how the program “engaged them with fellow 
believers where they could celebrate their faith.”
 At the end of the week, teams were asked to 
identify needs within their communities and start  
the planning process for one of the goals they 

have associated with those needs. This planning 
process is part of the leadership skills developed 
throughout the week. Teams are encouraged to 

continue the planning and follow through with 
their project when they return to their communi-
ties. 
 “The significant thing about YouthLeader is 
talking about principle-centred learning and un-
derstanding core values and beliefs,” said Ceci-
lia Wojcik, an adult participant from Holy Ghost 
Parish. “All skills fan from this. Youth recognize 
their gifts and we have to use these in parish, 
community and world.”  
 
Continued
Please see ‘YouthLeader’ on 
page 2

The group from St. Mary’s Academy engage in group work 
in a session at YouthLeader

Process of liturgical renewal begins in Archdiocese
 “The greatest hope for the process is that it will lead to 
a greater sense of full, active and conscious participation 
in the liturgy,” says Fr. Darrin Gurr, Director of Liturgy for 
the archdiocese, of the two-year liturgical renewal that is 
being launched this month. The process, entitled “Towards 
a Full, Active and Conscious Participation: A process of 
Liturgical Renewal in the Archdiocese of Winnipeg” will 
continue until September 2008.  “During this time we will 
reflect on our primary liturgy, the celebration of the Eu-
charist,” says Gurr. Liturgy is one of the four focusses for 
the diocese that were outlined in Archbishop Weisgerber’s 
Pastoral Vision for the Archdiocese, “Building a Church of 
Communnion”.  
 The liturgical renewal process is divided into six-
month periods. During each period time will be spent ex-
ploring each of the four movements in the liturgy: Intro-
ductory Rite, Liturgy of the Word, Liturgy of the Eucharist 
and Concluding Rite. “The goal is to reflect on what we do 
in each of these sections from a theological point of view,” 
explains Gurr. “Each step of the way we will ask: ‘what 
does each ritual action reveal about our belief?’” 

 The process, which was developed by the liturgical 
commission of the archdiocese, involves monthly gather-
ings with parish delegates, monthly gatherings with pas-
tors at deanery meetings, as well as gatherings for deacons. 
These meetings, combined with materials for distribution 
in the parishes, will enable all members of the church to 
become involved. Each parish has already designated rep-
resentatives to be involved in the deanery liturgical gather-
ings and the first meetings have already taken place. 
 “It was a time for the parish reps to get an overview 
of the Liturgical Renewal that will be taking place during 
the next two years,” says Kati Gumbmann, a member of 
the Archdiocesan Liturgical Commission from the South 
Deanery, of the meeting of parish representatives in that 
deanery. “Reps came with different perceptions concern-
ing the Liturgical Renewal because this was something 
new for everyone. We also sensed an anticipation about 
how to bring the fruits of the workshops back to their own 
parishes.” 
 “People were enthused, excited,” said Sr. Joan Mor-
mul, OSB, Archdiocesan Liturgical Commission member 

for the North Winnipeg-Interlake Deanery of that dean-
ery’s meeting. “They asked good questions about the pro-
cess.” Mormul believes this process is “a call to renewal 
and to be united” as a diocese. It strengthens the bond of 
unity, she says. 
 For Gurr, the greatest challenge for the process is indi-
vidual openness. People might be intimidated by the con-
cept of liturgical renewal, he says. “Some might be wor-
ried that they will be told what they do is all wrong and 
therefore be forced to change,” he continues, explaining 
that “this is an exciting venture aimed at bringing together 
many different interpretations and meanings so that we 
can discover how rich our ritual action really is.”
 For Gumbmann, a positive thing about the process is 
that it is not rigid, but “a privileged time of formation for 
everyone in understanding and learning the prayer of the 
Church.” The renewal “is a time for us to make sure what 
we believe is reflected in how we worship,” she continues. 
“This can be an exciting time for us all but we 
all must be willing to be open to the Church’s 
teachings.”  

 A moment on the riverbank at Feed the Fire. 
From left: Patrick Thibert, Veronique Bourgeois 

and Maarit Tymchyshyn 

YouthLeader unlocks leadership principles



Bob Girouard (right), 
Captain of Captain 
Miles MacDonell As-
sembly #370 and  Larry 
Zarychanski, Faithful 
Navigator of Captain 
Miles MacDonell Assem-
bly #370 present a  cheque 
for $7300.00 to Catherine 
Kelly (left), principal of 
St. John Brebeuf School, and Msgr. Ward Jamieson, pastor of St. John Brebeuf Church. 
The cheque represented the net proceeds from Captain Miles MacDonell Assembly’s 
Annual Dinner and Draw Event held in the spring of this year. Annually, the Assembly 
selects a parochial Catholic school as the recipient of the proceeds of the Dinner. Thanks 
to the many supporters of this noteworthy event for championing Catholic Education 
in the Archdiocese of Winnipeg. To date the Dinner and Draw events have raised over 
$24,000 for Catholic Education. 

     It is important to be part of the APC to serve the broader 
church. Involvement in the APC has made me aware of the 
larger issues of the church, not just my own Parish.
     I am a 26 year member of St. Ignatius church and my four 
grown children all attended St. Ignatius school. My wife, 
Anne, and I are very involved with Marriage Preparation and 
we are also Eucharistic Ministers. 
    I started to get involved with church activities by joining 
the Knights of Columbus 10 years ago.  With their support 
I now co-ordinate the Coffee Ministry at our church, many 
feast celebrations, and I also help out regularly at the soup 
kitchen at Immaculate Conception. It really teaches one hu-

mility when you can see the positive help we can be to so many by just a little effort at a 
Sunday soup kitchen.
 In my faith journey I have been renewed so many times by just giving a little more 
of myself to the church.  It is just a matter of sharing and caring and God’s love will shine 
through.  I am excited about joining the APC and learning more about the needs in the 
greater church.

2 • The New Wine Press 

A publication of the 
Archdiocese of Winnipeg

The

New Wine Press

The New Wine Press is published bi-monthly. It is distributed free to all 
parishes in the Archdiocese of Winnipeg. Printed and distributed by the Pro-
lific Group, Winnipeg. Mail all correspondence to: Communications, 1495 
Pembina Highway, Winnipeg, MB, R3T 2C6. Telephone (204)452-2227; fax 
(204)453-8236. E-mail: communications@archwinnipeg.ca. 

Web site: www.archwinnipeg.ca      Publication Agreement No. 40628045

Editor: Joanne Struch, Director of Communications

Fall 2006

New members on the Archdiocesan Pastoral Council
DIOCESAN NEWS

Two new members have joined the Archdiocesan Pastoral Council (APC). To introduce them to you, we asked them the following questions: Why do you feel it is im-
portant to be part of the APC?; How has your involvement with the APC enhanced your faith or your involvement in the Church?; Tell us about your involvement in your 
parish community or other organizations related to the church.

Jim Johnson   •  St. Ignatius Parish • South Deanery Representative

                         It is important to belong to the APC as the Council can use 
the knowledge and connections to the pastoral vision of the 
Archdiocese of people like me. Participation in the Council 
by members like me allows a flow back and forth from the 
Deanery Pastoral Council. It is like a camera that can move 
in for close shot and pan out again for the larger vista of the 
Church in the pastoral area. We can help implement, for ex-
ample, the efforts for the next 2 years to enrich Liturgy in the 
Diocese, from the Council to the local deanery councils to the 
parish level and back again.

              Though just beginning to serve on the APC, I can see the 
broader concern for the whole diocese within the universal 

church to which each deanery can contribute. It enriches one’s faith to know that “big” 
& “little” pastoral concerns are important. We are blessed to have such “talent” on this 
Council from  Archbishop Weisgerber to priests, deacons, religious and laity. I hope I can 
contribute my share.
 As Dean of Studies, St. Paul’s College, I am active in all 3 dioceses in Winnipeg. As 
well as academics I help with “pastoral care” of students, staff and faculty at the College, 
the University of Manitoba and other universities when needed. I am in a CLC group at 
St. Ignatius and am an Associate of the Sisters of the Holy Names; I help with inter-faith 
dialogue groups and committees where I can. In whatever I do I try to “find God in all 
things” and “be a person for others”.

Christine A. Butterill   •  St. Paul’s College  • South Deanery Representative

On July 31st, 1971, twenty-eight year old Terance P. 
McGrath was ordained to the ministerial priesthood. 
Thirty-five years later, on July 29th, 2006 friends, 
family, parishioners and fellow priests gathered at St. 
Charles Parish to celebrate Fr. McGrath’s ministry.
Following a celebration of the Eucharist, a reception, 
including a dinner and dance, was held in the parish 
hall. Among the 240 people in attendance were Arch-
bishop Weisgerber and parishioners from St. Charles 
as well as other parishes in which Fr. McGrath has 
served.            Contibuited by Eva Arsenault.

Pictured:  Fr. McGrath (centre) and his sis-
ters Sheila McGrath (left) and Lorraine Ma-
honey (right) at the celebration.

Priests celebrate significant milestones
In June, 2006, a Mass and dinner 
were held at Our Lady of  Perpetual 
Help Parish in celebration of  Msgr. 
Stan Jaworski’s 50th anniversary of  
priestly ordination. Pictured at the 
celebration are, from left, Fr. Barry 
Schoonbaert, Msgr. Stan Jaworski, 
Archbishop Weisgerber,  and Fr. Rick 
Jaworski.

Knights of  
Columbus 

support 
Catholic 

Education

In June, members of  the community of  Ste-
Rose-du-Lac gathered to celebrate the 70th 

anniversary of  priestly ordination of  Rev. Ub-
ald Paquette. Pictured above are Archbishop 

Weisgerber and Fr. Paquette.

Continued from Page 1

 Daniel Van Eerd, a youth participant from Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish agrees. 
“A significant experience was learning all of the keys,” he said. “Each one is important to 
be an effective leader. I will take back to my community someone who knows a lot more 
about being a leader.”
 Visit www.archwinnipeg.ca for a supplementary article about YouthLeader.

Contributed by Joanne Struch

YouthLeader

YouthLeader 2006 
Follow Up

Saturday, October 28
5:00 p.m.

St. Joseph’s Church, Winnipeg 
(the corner of  Mountain and 

Andrews Streets)

Mark Your Calendar 
for

Youthleader 2007:

July 23-27, 2007 
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From the Editor
 As the leaves start to change colour and the 
temperature starts to drop, I marvel at how quickly 
the season changes from summer to fall. It is almost 
as if, as soon as the Labour Day weekend is over, 
summer retreats until next year and fall moves in 
like a guest who is here to stay for a while. 
 Just as quickly, all of the activities that were 
dormant for the summer spring to life again: stu-
dents and teachers return to school, catechists start 
preparing again for their ministry (see article on 
page 4) and Sunday mornings see people who may 
have been away over the summer greeting each 
other with enthusiasm. 
 This fall, we are also launching a process of 
liturgical renewal in the Archdiocese entitled “To-
ward a full, conscious and active participation.” 

This 2-year process invites us to think about and 
explore how we worship. The special insert in 
this issue of the paper gives information about the 
whole process and the articles on pages 1, 4 & 5 
talk more about the process.
 In keeping with the theme of change in the 
fall, I will be handing the responsibility for the 
New Wine Press over to a new editor in the next 
few weeks. I will continue to serve the diocese on 
a part-time basis in a public relations capacity.
Have a wonderful fall and Happy Thanksgiving.

-JS
 Don’t forget that this symbol indicates 
that the events/programs in that par-
ticular article are directly supported by 
Sharing God’s Gifts. 

Summer has been a time of reflection, of attending some conferences and of 
planning for next year.   

At an exhibition at ArtBeat Studio, one painting stood out from the others.  
“Afraid of the Light” is a painting by artist Megan Brown.  What a powerful 
and yet elusive statement.  What is fearful about being in the light?  What 
is under the cover of darkness?  Do we have eyes that do not see?  Is step-
ping out into the unknown an act of entering the light or does it lead us into 
darkness? 

The Catholic Church through the ages has enunciated wisdom and insight 
gained from Scripture, tradition and society.  The first principle of its social 
teaching asserts the life and dignity of the human person.  Every person, 
woman, child or man is precious in the eyes of our God.  How does this 
principle connect with being afraid of the light?  Does seeing the light make 
us responsible for action?   

The HIV/AIDS Conference in Toronto shone a piercing light on the tragedy 
of the African nations.  “My nation is dying,” said Sr. Bathilda from Lesotho. 
“We have lost this generation to AIDS.  Help us save the next generation.  
Help us access medication for pregnant women so the children may be born 
free of AIDS.  Bring hope to our nation.”

Is the tragedy too overwhelming to grasp?  Is it easier to hide behind the 

The View from 
Micah House

plans for a possible pandemic of avian flu than to address the stark reality of a present pan-
demic?

Daily, newscasts reveal the devastation of war.  Soldiers kidnapped and dying, children and 
women being bombed in a home where they took shelter; fathers, mothers, children buried 
under debris; can we stand this flash of light?  Do we blame others?  How are we willing to 
address the anger, resentment and a wish for revenge in our own hearts?

Thousands of people, mostly women and young girls, were coerced, tricked or kidnapped to 
provide sex to people present at the World Cup of Soccer.  Of the estimated 40,000 people 
providing sexual services, 90% had been coerced.  They came from Asia and the former Soviet 
Union, Eastern Europe and Latin America.  They play an unwilling part in the multi-million 
dollar business of trafficking in human beings.  The business now ranks with the two most 
lucrative businesses world wide; namely drugs and the sale of arms.  

“These facts,” we say, “are not credible.  They cannot be true.”  

Shining light on this reality makes us want to hide 
our faces. The facts are so appalling that we prefer 
to remain in the dark.  It sears our eyeballs and many 
of us want to know nothing about it.  (Canada re-
ceived a failing grade for its treatment of trafficked 
persons.  The United States scored a B+)

The paradox of light and darkness are very much at 
the centre of the Paschal Mystery.  The interplay of 
light shining in the darkness, a light that darkness 
cannot overcome, gives us hope. That same light 
reveals our brothers and sisters suffering. Let us 
pray that our God sparks our love, ignites our hope, 
and enkindles the power within us to help heal the 
wounds of our world.  

Sr. Johanna Jonker is at Micah House, 1039 Main 
St., Winnipeg.

Afraid of  the Light 
by Megan Brown

D&P elects new 
diocesan chairperson
 The new diocesan chairperson 
of Development and Peace (D&P), 
Sue Roth, has always been inter-
ested in Social Justice issues and 
in D&P as an organization. “I re-
member the ShareLent campaign 
from when I was a child,” she said 
in a recent interview. “Through it I 
was awakened to the idea of being 
involved with the global world.” 
 It was while Roth was taking 
courses in International Develop-
ment at the University of Winni-
peg in 2001 and chose to do her 
practicum at the organization that 
she had the opportunity to learn 
more about D&P. “My research 
showed me that it is a top-notch 
NGO [non-governmental organi-
zation],” she said. “It embodies 
all the principles of good develop-
ment – partnering, sustainability 
and accountability.”  The response 
to emergencies is a ‘do no harm’ 
model, she added, and part of the 
mission is to take action against 
root causes of social injustice. 
 During her two-year term as 
president, Roth would like to fo-
cus on outreach in rural areas as 
well as build stewardship to make 
it more possible to support part-
ners. Of course, building member-
ship is an ongoing priority. “All 
are invited, all are welcome” says 
Roth. “You can do as much as you 
want as a member and there are 
many different things to do.” 
 This September, D&P is em-
barking on a new five-year (2006-
2011) awareness campaign. It 
begins with the Fall action cam-
paign of “Canadian mining called 
to account!” Following the theme 
of ‘Life before profit’, which has 
been the focus for the last few 
years, D & P will focus on three 
distinct, but related, areas.  Mining 
will be the focus for the first two 
years, land for the next two and 
then there will be a return of the 

focus to water for the final year. 
 For the fall campaign, says 
Roth, “we can expect to hear more 
about the actions of Canadian 
mining companies in the Global 
South and the need for the Cana-
dian Government to hold them ac-
countable for violations of human 
and environmental rights.”
 She explains that a declara-
tion of principles rooted in Catho-
lic Social Teaching has been de-
veloped to serve as a guide to any 
decision and action regarding re-
source extraction and management 
made by our government, Cana-
dian companies and individuals. 
These principles are: the earth is 
sacred; the earth’s resources must 
be shared by a peaceful means in 
an equitable manner that consid-
ers future generations; all people 
have the right to participate and 
have control over decisions that 
affect their lives and communities; 
in the interest of solidarity and 
common good, decisions made 
for the benefit of one community 
must not violate the rights of other 
communities; the  importance of 
the Earth’s resources takes priority 
over profit; and human rights must 
be respected and preference must 
be given to the rights of indig-
enous peoples and those who are 
marginalized by poverty because 
of race and gender.
 A workshop about the fall ac-
tion campaign will be held on Sat-
urday, September 30th at Micah 
House, 1039 Main Street. If you 
are interested in attending, call 
452-9785 to confirm your atten-
dance. 
 For more information about 
how to get involved with Develop-
ment and Peace, call 231-2848 or 
visit www.devp.org or www.win-
nipeg-dp.org.

Contributed by Joanne Struch

New Director for 
Winnipeg Nathanael

 The Winnipeg Nathanael group, John Paul II, 
will be returning to study in September under the 
guidance of a new director in the Christian min-
istries formation program. Joël Simpson, who is 
currently studying in the diaconate formation pro-
gram, will be taking over from Rose Murphy as 
director of the Nathanael program.
 Simpson hopes to continue the work the Na-
thanaelites began last year in their study of the-
ology, liturgy, scripture, spirituality, and human 
growth. As one of his goals, he looks forward to the 
Nathanael candidates taking some of the knowl-
edge they’ve gained through the program to their 
work in the church and the community.
 “I hope they are open to possibilities in their 
life - both within the church and within the com-
munity at large,” Simpson said. “I don’t see forma-
tion just as Christianity in the church, but rather in 
the world community.”
 Nathanael’s former director Rose Murphy de-
cided to retire from her ministry this June, after 
seven years of commitment in the Nathanael pro-
gram. Murphy said it was a difficult decision to say 
goodbye but she knew it was finally time to settle 
down.
 During the last session with the Winnipeg John 
Paul II group on June 12, she told the Nathanael-
ites she hopes they’ll take away from the program 
an understanding of Archbishop Weisgerber’s Pas-
toral Vision. “Nathanael is about building up the 
kingdom of God,” Murphy said. “You can’t teach 

the passion of Christ through philosophizing. It’s 
about being present to people. Every single one of 
you has a special gift (to share).” She joined the 
Nathanael members who celebrated the end of their 
first year in the formation program with a farewell 
gathering in Winnipeg on June 11. As a way of 
honouring Murphy and Sr. Cathy Laviolette, who 
will be away  from the program this year, the group 
made a donation to assist the thousands of orphans 
afflicted by AIDS in Lesotho, Africa. 
 During the gathering, Sr. Cathy was moved 
to see how many of the Nathanael members said 
they grew to appreciate how awakening their inner 
spirituality helped them connect to their Christian 
faith. “I’m hoping their own personal relationship 
with Jesus has deepened and that they realize that 
spirituality isn’t just about going to church every 
Sunday but it’s the way we live our faith every-
day, as disciples of Jesus wherever we are. That we 
truly are the presence of Christ,” she said. 
 While attending the wind-up get together, Na-
thanael participant Brian Grubber said the first year 
of the formation program has been a rewarding 
experience for him and he plans on returning this 
fall to continue his journey. “I wasn’t certain what 
to expect initially but certainly all the information 
and everything has been quite wonderful,” he said. 
“This is something that more people should take 
part in.”

Contributed by Angela Brown, 
Good Shepherd Parish, Portage la Prairie



4 • The New Wine Press Fall 2006AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE

The Day 
of The Lord

The most important and most observable event in the life of 
our Church is our Sunday gathering.  Each Sunday in all parts 
of the Archdiocese, in communities large and small, we come 
together to celebrate the Eucharist.  We call our celebration a 
sacrament –a sign and cause of our salvation, the newness of 
life we receive from the Risen Lord.  Because it is a sign, our 
celebration always indicates in a very public way what we 
believe.  The kind of Church we are and the kind of God we 
believe in become evident in the way in which our celebra-
tion unfolds.  Our weekly celebration of the Eucharist is the 
most important means by which we teach who we are.

As an Archdiocesan family we are beginning a two year pro-
gram of reflection on the meaning of the Sunday Eucharist.  
Together we will try to understand more deeply the central 
place the Eucharist has in our community and in our personal 
lives.  We will try to enable our celebration to better reflect 
what we believe. This will involve becoming more aware that 
as the community of the baptized, each of us is a participant 
in the action of the Mass. We will be reminded that the way in 
which the Word of God is proclaimed and listened to clearly 
demonstrates our belief that God is speaking to us today. The 
warmth, inclusiveness and hospitality of the gathered assem-
bly forcefully portrays our ability or willingness to see God’s 
Spirit uniting us as sisters and brothers in the Lord.

The next two years will be an exciting time in the Archdiocese 
of Winnipeg.  Let each of us see this new initiative as God’s 
call to become a renewed people anxious to praise God and to 
be God’s people in a world which He passionately loves.

My family likes to spend a good amount of time togeth-
er on Sundays. Regardless of how busy our day might 
be with get-togethers or events, we always have brunch 
together after Mass, unless it’s absolutely impossible. 
We’ve been having a large Sunday brunch ever since I 
can remember. We used to do it with my grandmother 
every Sunday, once in a while with her other children 
and grandchildren as well. Sometimes we go out to a 
restaurant, sometimes we go home and have it there. 
It’s a nice time for us to be together over a meal. Some 
weeks when my family are running off to something or 
other almost every night, meals end up getting rushed. 
We also try to have a nicer, larger meal Sunday eve-
nings together. Once in a while we also do something 
together for the afternoon, whether it’s to visit some-
one, go for a drive, or have people over. It’s the one day 
of the week where my family has less hectic schedules 
(most of the time) and we’re able to relax. It’s nice to 
have a day when we’re all together at the same time, 
even if it’s only for Mass and brunch.

-Tyyne Tymchyshyn

As a family, we seldom eat together. During the week, 
we set out into our separate worlds of work or school, 
laden with bag lunches and those infamous containers 
of leftovers. On Saturdays everyone must “fend for 
themselves” when it comes to food. The majority of 
our dinners are even spent in front of the T.V. But on 
Sunday, The Day of the Lord, we always make time to 
have lunch together. We all take our designated places 
at the kitchen table and settle down to enjoy a good 
meal – and more importantly – to enjoy each other’s 
company. I always savour this as a time that I can rest. 
Thoughts of homework and other burdens dissolve and 
my once-hectic world becomes utterly peaceful. Re-
gardless of what we have planned, no matter how long 
our “to do” lists may be, my family never missed a 
Sunday brunch – why would we want to?

- Danica Schwab

+ V. James Weisgerber
Archbishop of Winnipeg

How do you celebrate The Day of  The Lord? Tell us your story by e-mailing communications@archwinnipeg.ca 
or by sending it to The New Wine Press, 1495 Pembina Hwy., Winnipeg, R3T 2C6

Catechist formation 
a focus for the fall

“No methodology, no matter how well tested, can dispense with the 
person of the catechist in every phase of the catechetical process.” 

General Directory for Catechesis (GDC), #156.
 This quote from the GDC helps to explain the importance we 
place on the formation of catechists. We do have good resources which  
use good methodology, but catechists need to be given opportunities to 
be supported and grow both in their own faith life and in their skills to 
work with the materials.
 The Catechetical Offices are providing a number of opportunities 
for coordinators and catechists to continue in the process of formation 
this fall. (See ‘Upcoming Events, page 7). The approach to these for-
mation days has changed from previous years, due in part to requests 
from catechists and to the Pastoral Vision from Archbishop Weisger-
ber.
 In September the sessions are aimed more at beginning and nov-
ice catechists, but all are welcome. The day will consist of an overview 
and of a very practical “hands on” of finding our way in the resource.
 As you are aware, the whole archdiocese is going to be engaged 
in a process of liturgical renewal. The GDC speaks of the strong link 
between catechesis and liturgy : “Catechesis is intrinsically bound to 
every liturgical and sacramental action.” (GDC #30). It goes on to say 
we must pay attention to symbols, rites, the liturgical year and celebra-
tions. To assist in this, the Catechetical Office newsletter will contain 
resources for catechists and families to help them enter more deeply 
into the process. The resources will look at how the process is part of 
our catechetical journey and how we live it out in our everyday life. 
 With the Archdiocese of Saint Boniface’s Catechetical Office, 
we are sponsoring a catechetical day on Saturday, October 28, 2006 
from 9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. The day, “Catechesis and Liturgy : Prayer, 
Ritual, Celebration” is for all coordinators, catechists, all those who 
nurture through the ministry of Catechetics. It will be held at Mary 
Mother of the Church, 85 Kirkbridge Drive, Winnipeg. The morning 
will be plenary sessions with a gifted keynote speaker, Father John van 
den Hengel, SCJ. He brings both catechetical and liturgical expertise 
to our day.  The afternoon sessions will look at how prayer, ritual and 
celebration are presented in our catechetical resources. Registration 
forms are available. For more information visit www.archwinnipeg.ca 
or phone the Catechetical Office in your region. 

Contributed by Margaret Craddock,  
Director of Catechetics

What is the General Directory for Catechesis?

The GDC is a document that comes from the Congre-
gation for the Clergy at the Vatican. It discusses what 
catechesis is and how it is developed. It looks at the 
church’s mission and gives methods and criteria for 
presenting the gospel message in catechesis. It looks at 
roles in catechesis and the local church and it examines 
how we go about doing catechesis and who are the par-
ticipants.

Pilgrims gather in Polonia 

In July, 200 pilgrims joined Archbishop Weisgerber at the grotto in 
Polonia for a celebration of the Eucharist, which takes place yearly at 
the location. The grotto was built by parishioners in 1959 as a monu-
ment for the 100th anniversary of the apparitions of the Blessed Virgin 
in Lourdes and in hope that Polonia would become a centre of Marian 
devotion for the area. It was blessed on September 6, 1959, with some 
700 people in attendance. Since then, pilgrims from across Manitoba 
have traveled there for the annual Mass. “Devotions and prayers are 
said to Our Lady of Czestokowa and Our Lady of Lourdes,” said Char-
lotte Kulbacki who, with her husband Joe, has been attending since 
1959. There is an opportunity for reconciliation and the group prays 
the rosary in 5 languages, she explains. Every year after the Mass a 
group from the community serves a supper for the pilgrims. 

With information from Charlotte Kulbacki
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The Day 
of The Lord

The most important and most observable event in the life of 
our Church is our Sunday gathering.  Each Sunday in all parts 
of the Archdiocese, in communities large and small, we come 
together to celebrate the Eucharist.  We call our celebration a 
sacrament –a sign and cause of our salvation, the newness of 
life we receive from the Risen Lord.  Because it is a sign, our 
celebration always indicates in a very public way what we 
believe.  The kind of Church we are and the kind of God we 
believe in become evident in the way in which our celebra-
tion unfolds.  Our weekly celebration of the Eucharist is the 
most important means by which we teach who we are.

As an Archdiocesan family we are beginning a two year pro-
gram of reflection on the meaning of the Sunday Eucharist.  
Together we will try to understand more deeply the central 
place the Eucharist has in our community and in our personal 
lives.  We will try to enable our celebration to better reflect 
what we believe. This will involve becoming more aware that 
as the community of the baptized, each of us is a participant 
in the action of the Mass. We will be reminded that the way in 
which the Word of God is proclaimed and listened to clearly 
demonstrates our belief that God is speaking to us today. The 
warmth, inclusiveness and hospitality of the gathered assem-
bly forcefully portrays our ability or willingness to see God’s 
Spirit uniting us as sisters and brothers in the Lord.

The next two years will be an exciting time in the Archdiocese 
of Winnipeg.  Let each of us see this new initiative as God’s 
call to become a renewed people anxious to praise God and to 
be God’s people in a world which He passionately loves.

The Day of the Lord for me is a time to enjoy peace and fel-
lowship with my family and friends, wherever they may be. 
After mass on Sunday I feel blessed that I can get together 
with friends over coffee to share our experiences, joys or sor-
rows from the week. We often talk about the Sunday’s homily 
and how it relates to our lives. We also share our dreams about 
the future and encourage each other in our individual growth. 
I find the Day of the Lord gives me an opportunity to try to 
better understand and love my neighbours in the community. 
In turn, I feel they help restore me so I may begin the week 
renewed and inspired. I also spend the day calling family and 
loved-ones who live outside the province to reconnect. We 
care about each other’s wellbeing and look forward to that 
time in the week when we can talk for a few minutes on the 
phone. We discuss our faith and how it helps us deal with 
life’s challenges. On the Lord’s Day, I look to the love and 
support of my friends and family as a sign of God’s presence 
in the world, and I hope to give them my love and encourage-
ment in return. I feel grateful to God for this joy he awakens 
in all of us on His special day.

- Angela Brown

On Sundays I do something that I don’t get to do during the 
week. I go cycling, for a long walk or visit someone that I 
have been thinking about. I choose that day to make some-
thing happen that I wouldn’t normally during the week.

- Michelle Garlinski

When I was growing up, Sunday lunch was always the im-
portant meal of the day. Even when I was older and had left 
home, Sunday lunch, also called dinner, was the event to 
come home to. After dinner, everyone would pile into the car 
and we would go for a Sunday drive to see some new part of 
the countryside or we would go for a hike in the bush. Be-
cause the National Park is close to our home, we often went 
on trails and looked at plants, birds and other wildlife. It was, 
in a way, communing with nature as a family.

With my family, Sunday morning is the time to prepare for 
Sunday dinner since Mass in Laurier is on Saturday evening. 
We often invite my parents and siblings and their families to 
join us for dinner. Every family brings something to share.  
After dinner we usually sip mint tea and talk about historical 
things. My father is 91 and has a terrific memory of events 
that occurred almost seventy years ago. Some stories we have 
heard before but they are always current and they refresh in 
our minds where we come from. Sunday is a time to gather, 
to find our roots, to reminisce. It is a special day to spend 
time with the family.

- Jacques Saquet

+ V. James Weisgerber
Archbishop of Winnipeg

How do you celebrate The Day of  The Lord? Tell us your story by e-mailing communications@archwinnipeg.ca 
or by sending it to The New Wine Press, 1495 Pembina Hwy., Winnipeg, R3T 2C6

St. Ignatius musician 
on ‘Canadian Idol’

 Parishioners from 
St. Ignatius Church in 
Winnipeg who tuned into 
this summer’s season 
of Canadian Idol may 
have been surprised to 
see a familiar face. Keith 
MacPherson, the guitar-
ist for Discernment, the 
group that provides mu-
sic ministry at the 9 p.m. 
mass, was among the 
competitors who made it 
to the final 22. MacPher-
son attended St. Igna-
tius School and St. Paul’s 
High School and is a life 
long member of the parish. The singer/songwriter has been playing at 
the Mass for about a decade. 
 In mid-April, after a show in Boston with the band Easily Amused, 
MacPherson’s singing partner, Renee Lamoureux, suggested that they 
audition for Canadian Idol in Toronto. MacPherson passed through the 
cuts, making it to the celebrity judges’ round and into the top 100. For 
three weeks, he sang his way into the hearts of Canadians, creating a 
new fan base before being released from the show before the top ten 
were voted in.
 Although MacPherson never watches television, especially real-
ity shows, he has no regrets about the experience. The opportunity to 
perform in front of three million people was a powerful event. He went 
in determined to stay “true to who I am and what I am doing.”
 “I want to do things to make the world a better place,” he responds 
when asked ‘what next?’. A current project, A Song for Africa, is an 
example of the philanthropic spirit and values instilled in him by his 
Catholic upbringing. “Music is a powerful medium and can work its 
way into people’s souls quickly,” he explains. MacPherson is one of 
the Canadian artists performing together on the CD which is produced 
by Winnipegger Darcy Ataman. The single is not only meant to raise 
awareness, it is also a call to action. The monies raised will purchase 
a mobile AIDS clinic in Kenya. MacPherson performed the song in 
Toronto in August as part of the International AIDS Awareness confer-
ence. 
 He believes everything happens for a reason and has accepted his 
untimely departure from the show where the judges consistently said 
he performed perfectly. At 27 years old, he plans to continue focusing 
on his music career. Easily Amused has two recordings - Novice and 
Simple Stuff. A third is expected to be released in February 2007. The 
Canadian Idol experience continues to be a positive one. He says one 
week he received 300 emails from fans and frequently meets people 
who want to hug him. He says he felt honoured to perform for 3 mil-
lion Canadians. 
 “No matter where I play, it is about the music and the people,” he 
admits. He reminisces about one Christmas Eve Mass when, after dim-
ming the lights, the congregation sang Silent Night. He realized in the 
darkness that music was about communicating with people’s souls, not 
about performing to a person’s face. “Touching people is more gratify-
ing than serving the ego.” He encourages young artists to follow their 
passions and to be open to all opportunities that arise: “The sky is the 
limit. Don’t be scared!”   

Contributed by Suzanne St. Yves,
St. Ignatius Parish

Keith MacPherson

First Safe Environments 
workshops completed

 Between April and June, 2006, the first of the Prevention in Mo-
tion workshops took place throughout the diocese. These workshops 
are part of the Safe Environments project being undertaken by the 
Archdiocese as part of its commitment to create and maintain safe en-
vironments for children and youth in parishes and schools throughout 
the diocese.
 One hundred and twenty people who minister to children and 
youth – catechists, pastors, children’s liturgy coordinators, teachers 
from our Catholic Schools – participated in the workshops. When 
asked to evaluate the day-long workshop, 100 of the participants said 
that they found it ‘very useful’ and the same amount said they would 
recommend it to others.  
 The workshop deals with physical, emotional and sexual maltreat-
ment, giving the participants an opportunity to discuss barriers and 
benefits to preventing abuse. The workshop discusses how to handle 
disclosures by children or youth of abuse they have suffered, legal 
reporting requirements and risk management strategies. 
 Participants said the knowledge they gained would enrich their 
work in their ministry through increasing their awareness, helping 
them meet the needs of students, recommending that they set policies 
and guidelines and helping them to be pro-active and more vigilant. 
 Look for more information about Safe Environments workshops 
in future issues of the New Wine Press and at www.archwinnipeg.ca.



September
30, 9:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.: Development and Peace 
Fall Action Campaign Workshop
D & P will be launching a new five year education program promoting sustainable human de-
velopment through participatory, democratic and equitable distribution of resources - the first 
two years will focus on mining.  If you would like to learn more about this important subject 
or are interested in participating, please confirm your attendance at this workshop by calling 
452-9785.  Bring a lunch. The workshop will take place at Micah House, 1039 Main Street, 
Winnipeg. For more information: www.winnipeg-dp.org.

October
15: CCRS Healing Mass
Healing Mass with Fr. John Vandenakker of Companions of the Cross, Ottawa. Call CCRS 
895-7544 or ccrs@catholicrenewalservices.com 
20 - 22: Beginning Experience Weekend 
Beginning Experience is a place to find understanding, compassionate people who can identify 
with your feelings of grief. Winnipeg began its BE ministry in 1982 and continues its mandate 
to serve and bring healing to the widowed, separated and divorced, as well as to their children.
The weekend will take place at Villa Maria in St. Norbert, MB. Contact: Gisele Daudet 571-
1978 or Michelle Vandenbroeck 254-8903. For more information: www.winnipegbe.ca. 
24: Jubilee Fund Art & Antique Auction 
The Jubilee Fund of Manitoba will be holding their second annual Art and Antique Auction at 
the Oblate Sisters of St. Boniface Auditorium, 601 Aulneau Street. Attend the Art and Antique 
Sale or consider contributing any art or antique furniture which you may no longer require. 
The organizers are also looking for small items for a silent auction and basket draws. For more 
information, contact Rita at the Jubilee Fund Office (589-5001).
27-28: “Giving to a Need? Needing to Give!”  Stewardship Conference 
It will take place at the Victoria Inn & Convention Centre, 1808 Wellington Ave., Winnipeg. 
For more information go online at www.archwinnipeg.ca. Contact the Stewardship Office at 
452-2227 ext. 228, email stewardship@archwinnipeg.ca.

November 
3 - 5: YABE WEEKEND (Young Adults Beginning Experience)
The weekend will take place at the Catholic School of Evangelization, St. Malo, MB. Contact: 
Elaine Marion 757-4858 or Melanie Fransoo 612-6146. For more information: www.winni-
pegbe.ca.
24 – 25: CCRS Healing Conference
Fr. George Reynolds of California will speak at a healing conference on healing the mind, soul 
& body and share his story about going from Jehovah’s Witness to Catholic priest. Call CCRS 
at 895-7544 or e-mail ccrs@catholicrenewalservices.com.

Upcoming Events  
Fall 2006
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Make a Joyful Noise
Liturgical Music Workshop and Hymnfest 

November 4th & 5th
St. Charles Parish, Winnipeg

Saturday, November 4th: Music Workshop
This event is open to singers and musicians from all parishes. The workshop 
topics include “What’s New with Psalms,” “Listen and Learn” and “Adding 
Colour to Your Music”.  Presenter, Professor Bruce Kotowich, is the direc-
tor of Music Liturgy at Loras College in Dubuque, Iowa.
Sunday, November 5th: Hymnfest
Each participating group from the workshop will be asked to perform two 
of their favorite musical pieces.  This concert will be open to the public.

Cost: $35/ person. For more information contact Bev Blanchard at 889-7348.
Coincidentally, on the evening of Saturday, November 4th, St. Charles Parish will 
be celebrating its Annual St. Charles Night.  There will be a roast beef dinner and a 
dance for a cost of $15 for anyone from the workshop who wishes to attend. 

September 23, 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.:
Catechist Workshop, levels 4, 5 & 6
This workshop is primarily for new & novice catechists, but all are welcome. 
Location: Blessed John XIII Parish, Winnipeg. Please bring a bag lunch and 
your manuals.

September 30, 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.: 
Brandon Deanery Catechist Workshop
For all catechists in the Brandon Deanery. Location: St. Augustine’s Parish, 
Brandon. Please bring a bag lunch.

September 30, 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.: 
Catechist Workshop, Levels 7 & 8
This workshop is primarily for new & novice catechists, but all are welcome. 
Location: Archdiocese of Winnipeg Catholic Centre, 1495 Pembina Hwy., 
Winnipeg. Please bring a bag lunch and your manuals. 

Catechetical Workshops

“Catechesis and Liturgy: 
Prayer, Ritual, Celebration” 
Diocesan Catechetical Day

Saturday, October 29
9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Mary, Mother of  the Church, 85 Kirkbridge Drive, Winnipeg

This is a day for all coordinators, catechists and all those who 
nurture through the ministry of catechetics. The morning will be 
a plenary session with keynote speaker Fr. Jon van den Hengel, 
SCJ. The afternoon sessions will look at how prayer, ritual and 
celebration are presented in our catechetical resources. 

Contact the Catechetical Office for more information: 
Phone 452-2227  ~  E-mail catechetics@archwinnipeg.ca.

‘A swing and a Prayer’ 
scores another hole in one

The 3rd annual ‘A Swing & A Prayer – Golf for Vocations’ tournament held in 
July drew 128 golfers representing 33 teams. This annual fundraising golf tour-
nament has now raised over $60,000 for the Archdiocesan Seminarian Fund. 
More than simply an opportunity for golfers and businesses to support our semi-
narians, the event is growing as a community builder. The planning committee 
wishes to thank the many volunteers and golfers for sharing their time, talent 
and treasure. It is through their generosity that ‘A Swing & A Prayer’ continues 
to grow and has a great future. See you in July 2007.  

Thank you to all of our corporate sponsors:

Cardinal Capital Management  $3,000 Banquet
Avant Systems Group $1,000 Sunday Evening Barbeque Sponsor
Jeld-wen Windows & Doors $1,000 Hole Sponsor

$500 Hole Sponsors:
Cropo Funeral Chapel  Vantis Credit Union
Sargent Sundae   Claude Precourt – Econo Wall & Ceiling
Serra Winnipeg   D’arcy Deacon LLP 
Aikins MacAulay Thorvaldson Wojcik’s Funeral Chapel
Birchwood Automotive Group Fr. Gerald Langevin & 
      Stonewall Knights of Columbus 

Fun on the links.
Above, Jocelyne Guillas, Nicole 
Guillas, Maureen Soltys and Deb 
Mogk from Blessed Sacrament 

Parish in Elie line up their shots.
Left, Amado Mendoza of  St. Peter’s 
Parish tests his skill in the putting 
contest as Bruce Ward looks on.  

Sr. Lorraine St-Hilaire, SNJM has been elected Superior 
General of the Congregation of the Sisters of the Holy 
Names of Jesus and Mary. She was elected by members of 
the General Chapter, a gathering of representatives from 
different areas of the congregation including Canada, the 
United States, Lesotho (Africa), Peru, Brazil and Haiti. St-
Hilaire, who assumes leadership on November 15, 2006, 
has a mandate of 5 years as Superior General. The Sisters 
of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary are “an international 
Congregation of women religious” who, “in partnership 
with women and men associates, volunteers and consecrat-
ed lay persons,” respond to God’s call “to be Gospel people 
in solidarity for liberating action.”

We wish her well in her new role in Montreal.

St-Hilaire elected 
Superior General of SNJMs

Sr. Lorraine St-Hilaire

www.archwinnipeg.ca 
has a new look. 

Visit it for more archdiocesan 
information and upcoming events 



some of this outreach, and continues to do 
it, is the Catholic Women’s League (CWL). 
Members spend thousands of hours in com-
munity outreach, helping at Villa Cabrini, 
Agape Table, Winnipeg Harvest and other 
organizations in need. The Holy Rosary 
CWL Council celebrates its 60th anniver-
sary this year.  
 The 26 charter members who formed 
the council in 1946, while the parish was 
still located on Sherbrook Street, began by 
primarily helping newcomers to Canada. 
“Members followed the directives of the 
national organization and the Canadian 
Bishops by helping new Italian immi-
grants,” says Rose Marie Caligiuri, cur-
rent president of the council, “by meeting 
them at the train station, bringing them to 
the Church for a good Italian meal, finding 
them a place to stay.” 
 “At that time, the focus was on the 
kitchen and nurturing,” says Rayleen De 
Luca, council member and a member of the 
CWL’s National Board. “That is still there, 
but it has gone beyond that into areas of so-
cial policy.” She notes that one of the res-

olutions that was developed by the Holy 
Rosary council went on to be passed by the 
provincial and national councils. 
 The 70-member council continues to 
engage in activities that bring the commu-
nity together. For example, their popular 
annual spaghetti dinner is a fund raiser for 
community life and through it, and other 
activities, the council supports over 15 so-
cial service organizations such as Alpha 
house, Osborne House and northern mis-
sions. 
 The council’s hope for the future, ex-
plains Caligiuri, is to attract younger mem-
bers and develop a higher profile in the par-
ish community. The council will be hosting 
a Post-Diocesan Convention in September, 
2007. 
 ‘Companions on the Journey’ has been 
the League’s theme over the past year. “Our 
members really have been,” says De Luca, 
“because some of us have been members 
for 25 years and still remain friends even 
outside the organization. This speaks loud-
ly of the organization.”

Contributed by Joanne Struch 
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Holy Rosary: Old and New
 The parish of Holy Rosary lies just a few blocks from Winnipeg’s ‘Confusion Cor-
ner’ in the Osborne Village area. With a new piazza through which to pass as you enter 
the church and new stained glass windows which were dedicated on Easter Sunday of 
this year, the parish has recently undergone some physical changes. What might not be as 
evident to those passing by are some of the new ministries and historical milestones that 
the community is celebrating this year.

New Ministries

 The Holy Rosary Youth Team recently participated in YouthLeader (see page 1 for 
article about this youth leadership 
program) which gave them an op-
portunity to look at youth leader-
ship within the parish. 
 The Holy Rosary Mission Society, 
although in its early stages, has a 
membership of about 10. This Soci-
ety was developed by Pastor Fr. Sam 
Argenziano as a way of extending 
parish life into the city. The mem-
bers go out to where there is a need 
– nursing homes, hospitals, soup 
kitchens, prisons – to live out their 
faith and use their talents. Once a 
month the group gets together at the 
parish for evening prayer and scrip-
ture study to reflect on the minis-
try. “The Mission Society is about 
reaching out to the greater commu-
nity,” says Argenziano, “and grow-
ing in our missionary faith.” 

Historical Milestone
 Another group within the par-
ish that has historically done 

“I am the good shepherd and I call you 
by name”: one of  the new stained glass 

windows at Holy Rosary parish

Connie Scaletta, Kae Iannone, Lenore Bidinosti, Santina 
Ferrara, Seena Badali and Elsie Giacomin at the CWL’s 
Diocesan Convention at Holy Rosary Church in 1959.

La Paroisse Sacré-Cœur 
est en fête!

Père Albert Bouffard célèbre la messe du 100e anniversaire

 En célébrant les 100 ans de notre paroisse, nous voulons reconnaître le courage, la 
persévérance et la fierté de nos ancêtres canadiens français.
 Notre célébration du Centenaire se vit en différentes étapes. Nous avons commencé, 
le 25 décembre 2005, par une fête de réjouissance et de reconnaissance pour commémor-
er la première messe au Sacré-Cœur. Le 23 juin dernier, ce fut l’occasion de rendre hom-
mage aux Sœurs des Saints Noms de Jésus et de Marie pour leur apport précieux et leur 
dévouement à la cause canadienne française et religieuse à l’Ouest de la Rivière Rouge. 
Le Père Alcide Normandin, deuxième curé au Sacré-Cœur, exprime bien cela quand il 
dit: « Après quinze ans d’existence, notre paroisse a atteint un développement que l’on 
osait espérer dans les débuts. Tout cela nous le devons au bon renom de notre école sin-
cèrement française et profondément catholique, que nos religieuses ont su acquérir et 
maintenir bien haut depuis les premiers jours. Les succès de nos enfants, apprenant deux 
langues également bien, l’éducation morale, religieuse, unie à la plus exquise politesse 
française qu’ils reçoivent, voilà ce qui a le plus contribué à grouper toutes nos familles de 
langue française pour leur apprendre à mieux s’honorer de leur foi et de leur nationalité 
et par-là à s’imposer des sacrifices héroïques pour en défendre l’honneur et en soutenir le 
prestige. »
 Ce que le Père Normandin exprimait en 1919 était encore très actuel dans les an-
nées qui ont suivi : dans les 50, 60, 70 et les suivantes. Deux anciens élèves de l’école 
du Sacré-Cœur ont parlé dans ce sens lors de la fête : « Ce que je retiens des Sœurs des 
Saints Noms de Jésus et de Marie, ce sont les femmes que j’ai connues… Des femmes 
debout qui n’ont pas reculé devant les défis et les obstacles qu’entraînait nécessairement 
l’enseignement dans une école dite séparée ». (Michèle Sala Pastora).  « Je serai toujours 
reconnaissant envers les Oblats, les Sœurs des Saints Noms et plusieurs de mes amis qui 
sont devenus partis de ma vie et de mon sacerdoce! Merci Paroisse du Sacré-Cœur! » 
(Abbé Michael Koryluk)
 Le Père Dominique Kerbrat omi, a commencé l’homélie avec ces paroles : « Elles 
sont rares les paroisses qui furent créées par le rêve d’un groupe de Chrétiennes et de 
Chrétiens persuadés que c’est le désir du Créateur qu’il en soit ainsi. »
 Nous, paroissiennes et paroissiens du Sacré-Cœur, sommes fiers de nos racines 
catholiques et francophones. Nous désirons continuer de marcher sur les sentiers de nos 
ancêtres avec le même esprit de fierté pour notre foi et notre langue.

Jeannette Martin, Pour la paroisse du Sacré-Cœur de Winnipeg

 On Christmas Eve, 2005, when the 
community gathered to celebrate Mass at 
Our Lady of the Nativity Parish in Mc-
Creary, they marked exactly 100 years 
since the first Mass was celebrated in the 
small church in 1905. In celebration of 
the anniversary, the church was decorated 
with a ‘past and present’ theme of coal oil 
lamps, lanterns, trees, spruce garlands and 
poinsettias. Many descendants of the origi-
nal pioneers were in attendance that eve-
ning. A musical selection of hymns, both 
old and new, were sung and interspersed 
with a reading of the history of the church. 
The youth group hosted the reception that 
followed Mass. 
 On Sunday, August 6, 2006, the com-
munity gathered again to celebrate the an-
niversary of their parish.  Over 160 people, 
some coming from 
as far away as 
Vancouver Island, 
gathered to cel-
ebrate Mass with 
Archbishop Weis-
gerber. Pastor Fr. 
Paul Tinguely and 
former pastors Fr. 
Michel Nault and 
Fr. Roland Tes-
sier concelebrated 
and priests from 
surrounding par-
ishes were also in 
attendance. At the 
offertory, special 
gifts paid homage 
to the pioneers 
who persevered in 

building the church and to those who have 
continued to maintain it. A moment of si-
lent prayer was observed for those who 
fought for our country in past wars and in 
thanksgiving for the freedom we enjoy to-
day. 
 Following Mass, a celebration, includ-
ing dinner and a short program, was held 
in the Community Centre. Letters were 
read from former pastors and parishioners 
who were unable to attend the festivities. A 
number of community members provided 
music for the celebration including: Lucien 
Divers who sang a song he composed for 
the occasion, a quartet affectionately called 
“The Singing Nuns”, guest soloist Adele 
Murray, and the young brother and sister 
duo of Maxine and Daniel Plessis.

Contributed by Joan Tereck, 

Archbishop Weisgerber (left) and Fr. Paul Tinguely await 
the offertory as Margaret Roncin, right, arranges the 
gifts  – wheat and a milk bottle – which represent the 

agricultural roots of  the parish.

Our Lady of the Nativity 
celebrates 100 years



September 2006 
19: Conferral of Papal Knighthood on Dr. John Stapleton, 
 St.  Paul’s College, 7:30 p.m.
25: Presenter at formation program for newly appointed Bishops,  
 Rome

October 2006
1 - 13:  Ad Limina Visit, Rome
16 – 20:  Plenary Meeting of CCCB, Cornwall, ON
29:   Celebration of the 50th Anniversary of the Hungarian 
   Revolution at St. Anthony of Padua (Hungarian), 11:00 a.m.

November 2006
1:   All Saints Day Mass, St. Mary’s Academy, 8:30 a.m.
1:  St. Paul’s Crusader Dinner, Convention Centre, 
 Winnipeg, 5:30 p.m.
5:  Confirmation, Corpus Christi, Winnipegosis, 11:00 a.m.
6-9:  Clergy Study Days, Elkhorn Resort
11 – 19:  Meetings of Executive Committee of CCCB, Rome
25:  Confirmation, St. Mary’s, Souris, 4:00 p.m.
28: CCCB executive meeting with Conference of 
 Canadian Religious
29-30:  CCCB Executive Meeting, Ottawa 

December 2006 

1: Annual Sommerville Lecture, Toronto, ON
2: Annual Sommerville Lecture, Waterloo, ON

Archbishop 
Weisgerber’s

Schedule

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

 The Churches of Winnipeg are welcoming the 
Franklin Graham Festival to our city. This will take 
place in the M.T.S. Centre on October 20-22, 2006. 
We are privileged to be able to together witness to 
our common faith in Jesus Christ. Pope John Paul II 
continually reminded the Christian world that what 
we hold in common is infinitely more important 
than what divides us. The Festival is a grace-filled 
opportunity to publicly celebrate and witness to our 
faith in the Lordship of Jesus. 
 Many of you will attend this event and many 
will experience a new call to faith. The Festival 
organizers make great efforts to put those newly 
awakened to faith into contact with Church com-
munities. Many non-practicing Catholics will be 
among them. It is vital that our parishes be prepared 
to receive, welcome and accompany those referred 
to us by the Festival planners. 
 As churches we must prepare for this important 
community event. Prayer, both individual and com-
munal, should be at the centre of our preparation. 
It is only the Holy Spirit who converts hearts and 
brings us to faith in Jesus. Intercession is powerful. 

I invite all of us and all of our parishes to commend 
the Festival to God’s love and creative power. 
 While the Festival celebrates our common be-
lief that Jesus is Lord we must also be sensitive to 
the important ways in which our Church lives differ. 
The Festival rightly gives pride of place to our indi-
vidual and personal relationship to our Risen Lord. 
What is often overlooked or underemphasized is 
the presence and action of the Lord Jesus within the 
Church. It is through the Church, the sacraments, 
the Scriptures, our tradition and our teachings, our 
gathered community that we encounter our living 
Saviour. This aspect of our faith is a great strength 
of our Catholic faith and it does not contradict, but 
rather completes the message that Jesus is our per-
sonal Lord and Saviour. 

Sincerely, 

Ad Limina visit celebrates 
communion with Universal Church
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Archbishop Weisgerber celebrated Mass at the annual 
pilgrimage to Polonia in July

 Our call, as the pilgrim People of God, is to see 
ourselves first and foremost as a Church of com-
munion.  Through baptism each of us has become 
a new creation, called to live in an intimate union 
with God and in a new relationship with those who 
share our new life. To live in communion is to share 
the same faith and to be committed to one another 
in love.
 Communion is a gift to be lived at all levels of 
the Church. The most obvious call is to live com-
munion at the level of the parish where the Gos-
pel is preached, the sacraments are celebrated and 
members are united to each other through a deep 
concern for and commitment to one another’s wel-
fare.  The communion which our parishes and insti-
tutions have with one another creates the Archdioc-
esan Church. We share one faith and are challenged 
to a loving care and concern for all; we are brothers 
and sisters.
 Our Archdiocese has all the gifts needed to be 
a church and is therefore complete and self-suffi-
cient; a diocese or local church.  However we must 
live in communion, united in faith and love, with all 
the other dioceses throughout the world. In particu-
lar we must live in communion with the Church of 
Rome, whose bishop, the Pope, has the important 
task of watching over and guaranteeing the com-
munion of the whole (Universal) Church.

 One of the chief instruments of celebrating the 
communion of our Archdiocese with the Universal 
Church is the Bishop’s ad limina visit. Every five 
years, the bishop of the diocese journeys to Rome to 
celebrate the Eucharist at the tombs of Saints Peter 
and Paul, the foundation on whom the Risen Lord 
has built his Church. (Ad limina in latin means “to 
the threshold”; in this case, a visit to the apostolic 
basilica which contains the apostles’ tombs).The 
visit also includes a private, fraternal meeting with 
Pope Benedict XVI. 
 I will be going to Rome for the ad limina visit 
October l to 13. While the ad limina visit involves 
meetings with many of the Vatican departments and 
officials, its central feature is deeply spiritual and 
symbolic. I ask for the prayers of all the members of 
the Church of Winnipeg. As Archbishop I go to the 
Church of Rome representing and, in a sense, car-
rying all of you in my heart. When I speak with the 
Holy Father I ensure him, for all of us, of our deep 
union in faith and our loving concern for the Church 
Universal.
 I ask all of you to pray for me and for the Arch-
diocese during these important two weeks. In a 
special way I ask each parish to remember, at all 
Sunday celebrations on October 8, the meaning and 
importance of the Archbishop’s ad limina visit.

Graham Festival “a witness to our 
common faith in Jesus Christ” 

From Archbishop Weisgerber

+V. James Weisgerber
Archbishop of Winnipeg

Mass for the blessing of  the renovated St. Theresa of  
the Child Jesus Church in Lake Manitoba

Renewal of church celebrated in Lake Manitoba
 On July 16, 2006, the community of Lake 
Manitoba gathered in the newly-renovated St. The-
resa of the Child Jesus Church to celebrate Mass. 
It was the first time in one and a half years that the 
building was able to be used. 
 “The church was really run down, catechism 
was not able to be held there because of the mold,” 
said community member Elsie Maytwayashing.  
“Now the church is beautiful,” she continues, add-
ing “it is easy to look after it now.” With her sister, 
Maytwayashing takes care of the church.
 “The church was in a state where something 
needed to be done,” said Brian McKinnon, Pasto-
ral Councils coordinator. “It needed major repairs, 
renovations and upgrading.” A grant from Catholic 
Missions in Canada helped pay for some of the re-
pairs. A new metal roof was put on the  church and 
the mold in the ceiling was removed.  Windows and 
doors were replaced as well as the tiles on the floor. 
Vinyl siding was added to the outside of the build-
ing and, in consultation with the community, it has 
been decided that wainscoting will be put around 

the bottom of the walls on the inside of the church.
 The celebration on July 16th included a bless-
ing of the church and Mass celebrated by Fr. Er-
nest Kamath and concelebrated by Fr. Rene Digba. 
After Mass, local MLA Tom Novak brought greet-
ings from the province of Manitoba and the celebra-
tion continued  with a barbecue put on by the Band 
Council. Entertainment included traditional drum-
ming and a performance by Cliff Maytwayashing, 
an internationally renown fiddler. 
 “It was important to gather in the church after 
it was finished,” said Sr. Eveline Laliberté who has 
been working in the community for 21 years. “Peo-
ple were very happy to see that the church was so 
nice and to be able to have Mass there again.” It was 
also important to her personally to see the church 
redone as it can now be used for Mass, catechism 
and community gatherings.
 The next step for the community includes look-
ing at forming a Pastoral Council.  

Contributed by Joanne Struch


