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Stewardship session told 
ask for money, not prayer

Archbishop James 
Weisgerber travelled 

to Rome for his ad limina 
visit with Pope Benedict 
XVI, Oct. 1-13.
“One of the chief instru-

ments of celebrating the 
communion of our Arch-
diocese with the Universal 
Church is the Bishop’s ad 
limina visit,” said Weisger-
ber.

Every five years, bishops 
journey to Rome to cel-
ebrate the Eucharist at the 
tombs of Saints Peter and 
Paul, “the foundation on 
whom the Risen Lord has 
built his Church.” explains 
Weisgerber.”
The visit also includes a 

private, fraternal meeting 
with the Pope. 
Weisgerber said that al-

though the ad limina visit 
involves meetings with 
many of the Vatican de-
partments and officials, its 
central feature is “deeply 
spiritual and symbolic.”
For more information on 

the Archbishop’s recent 
activities and a schedule of 
his upcoming events please 
see page 12.

Teachers advised catechesis and life cannot be separated 
Manitoba Catholic 

schools religion 
teachers were told that Cat-
echesis and life experience 
cannot be separated and 
that Cathechesis needs to 
be nurtured within commu-
nity, as they participated in 
an in-service day Fri. Oct. 
27 at four locations in Win-
nipeg.
About 100 teachers were 

involved.
The educators heard that 

a commitment to Christ is 
intrinsically linked to the 
liturgical and sacramental 
life of the Church.
They were reminded of 

the fundamental tasks of 
catechesis outlined in the 
General Directory for Cat-
echesis which states that 
the definite aim of Cateche-

sis is to put people not only 
in touch, but also in com-
munion and intimacy with 
Jesus Christ.
They were also asked to 

keep in mind characteris-
tics of Catechesis as out-

lined in Catechesi traden-
dae: On Catechesis in Our 
Time (John Paul II, Oct. 16, 
1979) which states Cate-
chesis “must be systematic, 
not improvised but pro-
grammed to reach a precise 

goal.”
The sessions were led by 

Catechetical directors and  
educators from various 
parts of Canada. 
The special guests includ-

ed: Sr. Mary-Anne Bates, 
RSCJ, Director of Cat-
echetics for the Diocese of  
Prince George, B.C.; Ryan 
Forrest, religious educator 
with the Regina Catholic 
School Division; and Fr. 
John van den Hengel, SCJ, 
accompanying theologian 
for the Canadian Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops 
Born of the Spirit program, 
and a member of the Fac-
ulty of Theology at St. Paul 
University in Ottawa.

If your church needs 
money, don’t ask for 

prayer, advises an expert in 
Christian stewardship.
Chris Levan of Wilmot 

United Church in Fred-
ericton, New Brunswick 
was a speaker at the Win-
nipeg Interfaith Steward-
ship Link conference Oct. 
27-28. Levan is a speaker, 
author, and teacher in areas 
such as Christian steward-
ship and fundraising.
The conference entitled, 

Giving to Need? Needing 
to Give! attracted approxi-
mately 125 people from 
Lutheran, Catholic, United, 
and Mennonite churches. 
In his presentation, When 

You Want Money, Don’t Ask 
for Prayer, Levan stressed  
the need to call out of peo-
ple the goodness that is al-
ready there and invite them 
“to join the party.” 
Stewardship sags because 

the party goes stale and 
people lose interest in at-
tending, Levan said, and 
each person must be rec-
ognized for the goodness 
they offer and they must be 
reminded they are uncon-
ditionally loved. 
Using a ten-step model, 

Levan guarantees an in-
crease of 10 per cent in 
donations. Asking directly 
and personally, and then 
following up with grati-
tude, are the keys to suc-
cess. 
“Generosity grows from 

gratitude,” Levan explains, 
stating that it takes people 

seven years to move from a 
“pedestrian Sunday School 
offering” to that of a mature 
steward. 

“People want to be re-
membered for being gener-
ous, not miserly. They want 
to be agents of change and 
hope. The church needs to 
create a place that allows 
them to be these,” Levan 
said.
Dr. Robert Suderman, the 

General Secretary of Men-
nonite Church Canada, 
concurred in his speech 
Connecting Mission and 
the Church.
People do not give because 

they no longer believe that 
the church is an effective 
agent of change, Suderman 
said. Secular organizations 

are raising funds more suc-
cessfully.  Observing that it 
is easier to raise funds for 
a project such as digging a 
well in a developing coun-
try, than to fundraise in the 
home church, his strategy is 
to help people understand 
the concept of an “incar-
national peoplehood” who 
are living out the intent of 
God’s reign.
Dan Potvin, Director,  

Stewardship and Devel-
opment for the Archdio-
cese of Winnipeg, asked 
his participants ‘Are You 
a Spender or a Steward?’ 
in his Faith-Based Money 
Management presentation. 
Many parishioners suffer 
from “afluenza” the relent-
less pursuit of more “stuff” 
and have lost peacefulness 
and balance, said Potvin. 
Christian stewardship is 

the antidote, he added, al-
lowing the sharing of re-
sources where they are 
most needed. 
“Stewardship leads us to 

receive God’s gifts grate-
fully, to cherish and cul-
tivate those gifts, to share 
them in justice and in love 
with one another, and to re-
turn them to the Lord with 
increase,” Potvin said.

Contributed by Suzanne 
St. Yves This article first 
appeared in the Prairie 

Messenger.

Religion teachers of  kindergarten to grade three students in Win-
nipeg’s Catholic Schools met at Immaculate Heart of  Mary School 
in Winnipeg for an in-service day Oct. 27. The teachers were led by 
Sr. Mary-Anne Bates RSCJ (standing), Director of  Catechetics for 
the Diocese of   Prince George, B.C. Grade four to 12 teachers met 
the same day at three other schools in the city.

Catechetics 
directors

from around 
the country 
presented

Chris Levan

Pope Benedict XVI meets with
 Archbishop Weisgerber during ad limina visit 

The ad limina visit included time for a private meeting between 
Pope Benedict XVI and Archbishop James Weisgerber.

‘People 
want to be 

remembered 
for being 
generous’
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From the Editor
This is my first issue as editor of the New Wine Press 

and I am very pleased for the opportunity to work on 
the publication and to have become a member of the staff 
at the Archdiocese of Winnipeg Catholic Centre.
My predecessor as editor, Joanne Struch, has moved into 

a new role that allows her to focus on the many internal and 
external communication needs of the Archdiocese.
As editor, I am responsible for covering events both with-

in the Archdiocese as well as other faith-based and ecu-
menical events, and contributing articles on a regular basis 
to the Prairie Messenger. 
I am very pleased to have an excellent group of freelance  

writers who also contribute articles to the New Wine Press 
and the Prairie Messenger.
The next New Wine Press is the January-February 2007 

issue and the deadline for submitting articles for that issue 
is January 18. 
If you have events taking place over the next six weeks 

that you would like included in the next issue, please con-
tact me by phone or e-mail. 

- JB
 James Buchok
 Editor
 The New Wine Press
 (204) 452- 2227 ext. 248
 jbuchok@archwinnipeg.ca
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New members on the Archdiocesan Pastoral Council

Dr. John Stapleton honoured with 
Knighthood of St. Gregory

“I am deeply honoured to be appointed 
a Knight by my church this day and 

ask for prayers and friendship as I attempt 
to live up to this honour,” said Dr. John 
Stapleton at an evening prayer service held 
September 19, 2006 to celebrate the con-
ferral, by Archbishop James Weisgerber, of 
the Knighthood of St. Gregory The Great. 
“It is with humility that I accept this 

knighthood and all responsibilities associ-
ated with it.” The Knighthood of St. Greg-
ory the Great is given to laypeople who 
distinguish themselves through service on 
behalf of the church and society. It was 
founded in 1831 by Pope Gregory XVI.
Over 150 people attended the prayer ser-

vice which took place in the chapel at St. 
Paul’s College, the University of Mani-
toba, where Stapleton has just completed 
two terms (10 years) as Rector. 
“We delight with him in this honour,” said 

Archbishop Weisgerber in his homily at 
the celebration. 
“As a diocese we are expressing our grat-

itude to John. This is one of the greatest 
honours the Catholic Church can confer 
on anyone.” Weisgerber explained that 
Knights were important in the Middle Ages 
and they live in our imagination as people 
who are “courageous, loyal, fearless and 
focused on their mission.”
“The Roman Catholic Church has been a 

significant part of my life since boyhood,” 
said Stapleton, “and values of the church 
to which I was exposed at that time have 

had a profound impact on my personal 
and professional lives.” He explained that 
when the Second Vatican Council defined 
itself as ‘the people of God’, it resonated 
with him. 
Stapleton’s tenure as rector of St. Paul’s 

College demonstrates his commitment to 
the Catholic Church and to education. His 
time as Rector saw the construction of the 
Arthur V. Mauro Centre for Peace and Jus-
tice, the introduction of the Mauro Centre’s 
Ph.D. program in peace and conflict stud-
ies, the introduction of the B.A. (minor) in 
Catholic studies, and the continued build-
ing of a strong relationship between the 
College and the University proper.  
Weisgerber cited Stapleton’s part in 

the creation of the Arthur Mauro Centre 
for Peace and Justice as “pride of place” 
among Stapleton’s accomplishments. “The 
goal of the centre is to bring together Abra-
hamic religions,” said Weisgerber. “We 
need to be brought together in a dialogue 
of cultures. Listening is important and this 
is the mission of the Mauro Centre.” Dia-
logue is essential to the Centre, Weisgerber 
continued, just as it is essential to the life 
and work of John Stapleton.
Stapleton is currently on sabbatical and 

plans to return to the University of Manito-
ba as a full-time faculty member in 2007.

Contributed by Joanne Struch

Catechesis and Liturgy

Fr. John van den Hengel, S.C.J., Regional 
Superior of  Priests of  the Sacred Heart in 
Canada, was keynote speaker.

DIOCESAN EVENTS

Sr. Mary Rose
Hammerling, OSB
Representative of 

Religious Communities

Fr. Diosdado Parrenas
Pastor, Notre Dame 
Parish, Selkirk and 
St. Anne’s Parish, 

Petersfield

Sr. Mary Rose 
Hammerling

Fr. Dado Parrenas

Catechists in the Arch-
dioceses of Winnipeg 

and St. Boniface gathered 
Oct. 28 for a day of redis-
covering and exploring the 
relationship between cat-
echesis and liturgy. 
It was a day of prayer, ritu-

al and celebration for those 
who nurture others through 
the ministry of catechetics 
to children from pre-kin-
dergarten to year six.
“Where did we first hear 

of Christ?” asked Fr. John 
van den Hengel, SCJ, ac-
companying theologian for 
the Canadian Conference 
of Catholic Bishops Born of 
the Spirit program, and the 
day’s main lecturer. “Was it 
from our parents or spouse? 
Was it after a devastating 
event? We were somehow 
attracted to Jesus and what 
he said.”
The catechists then held 

small group discussions on 
the question and later when 
they shared their own his-
tories with the larger group, 
van den Hengel pointed 
out that nobody mentioned 
that they had first heard of 
Christ in Sunday school.
“The place that people 

encounter Christ is not 

Dr. John Stapleton, 
fourth from left, and 

family, at evening 
prayer service  

Sept. 19, to cel-
ebrate the confer-
ral, by Archbishop 

James Weisgerber, 
of  the Knighthood 

of  St. Gregory upon 
him. 

through us, it is through Him,” said van den Hengel. “To 
be a catechist is to be instrumental to passing on faith. It’s 
something we can’t really give, only one can give faith 
and that is God.”
Conversion stories touch us to the core of who we are, 

said van den Hengel. 
“The process of ‘putting on Christ’ requires different 

phases, it takes time.” And although the process will vary 
widely from person to person, there are usually identifi-
able signs. “There is always a break from the past, as Jesus 
said, we must undergo a baptism, a turning point.”
Van den Hengel advised that Sunday school and catechism 

are incomplete without the child also attending mass.
“Sunday assembly is essential,” he said. “You will see 

success if they are within the community, at the place of 
Sunday liturgy and when we are all charitable, when we 
do service. That is when we turn to Christ.”

Contributed by James Buchok

Melba Rous 1935-2006 

Melba Rous

I was ordained in 1982 
in my home diocese of 

Iloilo, Philippines and was 
assigned to the city parish 
for three years and later 
for another three years in a 
country parish.
 In 1988 I officiated at 
my sister’s wedding at St. 
Mary’s cathedral in Winni-
peg. While I was here, my 
mother underwent surgery 
for breast cancer. She had 
been a widow since my  
father died of lung  cancer 
in 1983. For the sake of 
my mother I was granted 
permission by my bishop 
to join the Archdiocese of 
Winnipeg.
 I was assigned at St. Mary’s 

Cathedral for 10 months as 
associated pastor and then 
at St. Peter’s church for 5 
years. I became pastor of 
Christ the King church in 
Stonewall for three years, 
and then pastor for two years 
at St. Edwards Church. For 
seven years I was  pastor 
of St. Joseph’s Church. In 
July, 2007 I began my new 
assignment at Notre Dame 
Church in Selkirk.

Melba Rous passed away 
peacefully November 

14, 2006 at the Health Sci-
ences Centre surrounded by 
family and friends. 
Melba had been in the pro-
cess of joining the Archdio-
cese Pastoral Council and the 
APC wishes to acknowledge 
her intentions and the experi-
ence, qualities and abilities 
she would have brought to the 
council. 
Melba was born in the Philip-
pines and is survived by three 

brothers, two sisters and niec-
es and nephews. She was very 
involved with the CWL of 
Canada, Winnipeg Diocesan 
Council, CCODP, Canadian 
Centre of Disability Studies, 
Catholic Centre for Social 
Justice of the Archdiocese of 
Winnipeg, Meals on Wheels 
of Winnipeg, Catholic Foun-
dation of Manitoba, Ladies of 
the Knights Rizal and many 
more. 
A lamay and  prayer service 
were held Nov. 17, at Blessed 

John XXIII Parish and a Fu-
neral Mass was celebrated 
there on Sat. Nov. 18.

I am a member of the 
Benedictine Sisters of 

Manitoba.
I have served my monastic 

community as a high school 
teacher and principal, as 
prioress of the monastery, 
and formation director and 
President of the Federation 
of St. Gertrude. Currently I 
am an elected member on 
the monastic council and 
serve as Director of Oblates 
and as coordinator of ongo-
ing formation. I continue to 
serve on the boards of St. 
Joseph’s Residence and the 
Catholic Health Corpora-
tion of Manitoba. In the re-
cent past I have also served 
on the board of the Catholic 
Health Association of Man-

itoba and chaired its Ethics 
Committees.
I am a member of the Mis-

sion and Ethics Committee 
and the Human Resources 
Committee at St. Joseph’s 
Residence personal care 
home. 
I look forward to partici-

pating in the activities and 
discernment of the APC. 
May the Spirit guide us.
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The View from 
Micah House

Pope Leo XIII wrote the encyclical On Hu-
man Work in 1891. It was the first of the 
encyclicals which the Church now calls 

Catholic Social Teaching.
Succeeding Popes pondered the events and signs 

of their time and through faith in a loving and 
merciful God added to this teaching.  Out of their 
love for God and people, Catholics engaged in 
Catholic Social Action. See, Judge and Act was 
their motto. 
We too, are invited out of love, to see, judge and 

act.
The season of Advent is an appropriate time to 

do just that. As we await the time when we com-
memorate the birth of Jesus, we are invited to pon-
der and reflect on God’s love and will for us.
We can look with new eyes at the world around 

us. Each of us must see the signs of the times, to 
uncover truths, and act in faith and love.
How many of us know details about people with 

a mental illness? Sue (not her name) has a men-
tal illness. Her episodes of illness occur without 
warning. As a result, she is unable to work. 
She relies on disability payments for housing, 

food and clothing. The amount she gets is minimal 
and the housing is in a rundown apartment block. 
Time and time again Sue must prove to the system 
that she suffers from a mental illness in order to 
continue to qualify for disability. She feels humili-
ated and judged.
The tension she experiences as each new deadline 

approaches is of no help to her condition. Although 
some treat her with compassion, many raise their 
eyebrows or react with derogatory body language.  
The unspoken words “She’s crazy” hang in the air.
Family members and friends feel helpless. They 

can only stand by and support her as she searches 
for help. The strain on them is considerable. The 
unpredictability of episodes creates chaos in their 
schedules. Their anguish is palpable. Their love 
and compassion is shot through with dread await-
ing the unexpected. Who is there for them?
Another story is crime. The news is filled with 

crime stories. But what is behind the crime? Is it 
drugs and addiction? Why are there so few treat-
ment centres for those who look for help? Perhaps 
hunger and homelessness lie behind crime stories 
We are encouraged to live in fear of break-ins, 
theft, or assault. The fear has taken such root in our 
psyches that there is little room for compassion. 
How many of us have been accosted by pan han-

dlers? How do we deal with them? Who has expe-
rienced real hunger, real homelessness?
At the end of the summer, I met a man near a res-

taurant. He was obviously a vagrant. But was he? 
I realized he was someone I knew, someone I had 
taught. Several people spoke to him kindly. They 
recognized him as a person.
Most of us are people of good will. We do not 

wish that people suffer.  
But in our busy lives we are often blind to the re-

alities behind the headlines. We are satisfied with 
surface realities and do not look into the heart of 
things. We assume everyone desires to be fair and 
good. We are pleased to have a welfare system, a 
justice system, a health system. People are being 
cared for. But how well?  
During this season of Advent, let us take the time 

to ponder the realities around us. Jesus became 
flesh and dwelt among us because of God’s over-
flowing love for the world. Do we see the world 
as God does? 
The book of Micah says,  “… act justly, love ten-

derly and walk humbly with your God.”  The time 
is now.
Contributed by Sr. Johanna Jonker, Social 
Justice Coordinator. Micah House is at 
1039 Main St., Winnipeg.
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Restorative Justice Week
“Yesterday’s prisoners are today’s neighbours 

and tomorrow’s community leaders”

 
In observance of Restorative Justive Week, Nov. 12 - 19, 
Sr. Johanna Jonker, Social Justice Coordinator at Micah 
House, has provided the following thoughts, and a letter 
from a released offender describing his feelings about his 
three years of incarceration and his joy and optimism for 
the world that awaits him.

“Yesterday’s prisoners are today’s neighbours and tomor-
row’s community leaders.” 
That line should give each of us pause. The call for more 

punitive ways of dealing with people who have committed a 
crime has not resulted in crime free communities.
Seventy per cent of inmates at Stony Mountain Federal In-

stitution are repeat offenders.
Is it time perhaps to work seriously at re-integrating people 

released from jail? Can we, as a faith community, take se-
riously the response Jesus gave to the question, “How of-
ten must we forgive?” to which He replied “Seventy times 
seven.”
Restorative justice emphasizes that it takes a whole com-

munity to integrate released prisoners. Many face difficul-
ties in finding housing, training for employment, employ-
ment and acceptance. Are we willing to offer them a hand? 
Below is a short note from a released offender.

I’m back!
I got my parole, assisted by Sr. Carol, at the end of Febru-

ary.  I’m presently residing at Tammarack Rehabilitation 
Centre, and will be here until the first week in May, my 
statutory release date.

It’s been nearly three years since I’ve been in the commu-
nity. Feels good. It’s sure been a long haul…OCEANS of 
water under the bridge! I’m once again connected with my 
family and working at rebuilding relationships…with my 
partner who has patiently waited for me over these many 
months, and my two small daughters. It’s only been a few 
weeks…lots more to work out.
I’m now facing my addiction and my inner struggles with 

the help of the staff at Tammarack.  I’ve always been an 
addict, but was unwilling to admit it in the past.
I think I have a better life plan this time round. I hope to 

gradually gain employment, but not to rush myself (one of 
me demons!).
My partner and I hope to find a house for our family. Our 

boisterous little girls refuse to be contained! My partner is 
tired of the complaints about the noise they make.
I still feel rather institutionalized, so I’m scared of every-

day life. I feel I am re-inventing myself and I know I can’t 
mess up this time. So I intend to proceed slowly. 
My appreciation is endless to those who financially sup-

port Next Step (a peer support group which was initiated 
by Sister Carol Peloquin to help re-entry into the commu-
nity) as it not only gave me a chance to study at Winnipeg 
Tech in the past, but it has financially assisted my partner 
and children in times of crisis that arose while I was back 
in prison. Sr. Carol continued to visit and give me support 
as well during this time.
My special thanks goes to Holy Family Parish. You have 

a special place in my heart for your ongoing support of my 
family and your belief in my rehabilitation.
       Cal

International Day of Peace
‘Peace is an achievable construct’

Nobody can speak other 
than peace when you’re 

wearing a sunflower, began 
Deacon Joe McLellan of St. 
John Brebeuf Parish, pointing 
to his exuberant boutonniere.
McLellan joined eight speak-

ers from six different faith 
backgrounds who took part 
in a vigil for the International 
Day of Peace at St. Ignatius 
Church on September 21. 
They in turn joined more 

than 3,500 International Peace 
Day events which took place 
in 200 countries, including 
all 192 member nations of the 
United Nations. 
Omar Siddiqui, representa-

tive of the United Nations, 
explained that in 2001 the 
United Nations General As-
sembly declared September 
21 as an annual observance of 
an International Peace Day.
The declaration, which called 

for a day of global ceasefire 
and non-violence, has been 
supported by spiritual obser-
vations by people of all faiths. 
“Peace is an achievable con-
struct,” concluded Siddiqui. 
Pundit Vankrat Machiraju 

sang and translated a Hindu 
prayer for peace in nature and 
all life forms. Rabbi Allan 
Green sang a Hebrew prayer 
calling for the cessation of 
war and bloodshed and a re-
turn to a life of “praise, labour 
and love” and “peace to the 
land and justice like a mighty 
stream.”
Sr. Johanna Jonker, Social 

Justice Coordinator for the 
Archdiocese of Winnipeg, 
prayed for freedom from rac-
ism, sexism, violence and 
war. She called for alterna-
tive economic understanding 
based on “needs not desires, 

Sr. Johanna Jonker, Fr. Peter Monty S.J., Radeeka Abeysekera, 
Deacon Joe McLellan,  Shahina Siddiqui, Omar Siddiqui and 
Rabbi Allan Green.

dignity for all, peace and 
harmony, wisdom and un-
derstanding.” 
A minute of silence was 

observed in silent prayer. 
Sheila Bogoch of Amnesty 

International reviewed the 
activities of the internation-
al, nonpartisan organization.
Amnesty International 

presses for the release of 
prisoners of conscience, 
provision of fair trials, pro-
tection of refugee rights 
and cessation of torture, the 
death penalty and disappear-
ances. 
Bogoch said, although let-

ter writing campaigns may 
appear “pitifully small”, 
they have proved to be re-
markably effective.
Amnesty workers are 

“tireless and united,” said 
Bogoch,  adding that main-
taining inner peace gives 
courage to continue this 
important work. Upcoming 
campaigns will focus on the 
release of prisoners in Cuba 
and inhumane treatment and 
interrogation of prisoners by 

the United States.
Radeeka Abeysekera 

brought an English trans-
lation of The Buddha’s 
Words on Kindness, Metta 
Sutta, and a recording of 
the chant which had been 
intoned in London, Eng-
land. 
By chanting together with 

a recording, she expressed 
the hope that “the words 
would encircle the world 
with love and peace and 
evoke love and compas-
sion to share with all living 
beings”. 
Representing the Muslim 

Community, Shahina Sid-
diqui, said her personal 
understanding of peace is 
“the constant pursuit of jus-
tice.” She urged all people 
of faith to find a model to 
follow and “walk sincerely 
in the path of peace”. 
Fr. Peter Monty, repre-

senting the Catholic faith, 
quoted the message of 
Pope Benedict XVI for the 
celebration of the World 
Day of Peace, January 1, 

2006. 
“Peace is an irrepress-

ible yearning present in 
the heart of each person, 
regardless of his or her 
particular cultural iden-
tity. Peace thus comes to 
be seen in a new light: not 
as the mere absence of 
war, but as a harmonious 
coexistence of individual 
citizens within a society 
governed by justice, one 
in which the good is also 
achieved, to the extent pos-
sible, for each of them.” 
Deacon Joe McLellan 

shared stories of courage 
and empowerment and the 
effect they had upon young 
listeners in schools he had 
visited. McLellan conclud-
ed with an aboriginal song 
accompanied by drum-
ming, “a reminder of your 
mother’s heartbeat, telling 
you that you are loved and 
you have a gift that can 
change the world”. 

Contributed by 
Barbara Fawcett
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Thousands attend and
join in worship at 
Franklin Graham Festival
Thousands dedicated their lives to Jesus 

Christ during the three-day Franklin 
Graham Central Canada Festival at Winni-
peg’s MTS Centre Oct. 22-24.
Graham, the son of legendary American 

evangelist Billy Graham, attracted a total 
of 50,645 attendees to listen to his preach-
ing and to hear an 800-voice choir from lo-
cal churches.
There were also musicians ranging from 

gospel to country to Christian rock, and   a 
Saturday morning  ‘Kids-
fest’ with special perfor-
mances for children.
Fr. Robert Polz, pastor 

of St. Patrick’s Parish in 
Winnipeg, and Ecumeni-
cal Officer for the Arch-
diocese of Winnipeg, was 
a member of a committee 
of 200 churches that orga-
nized the event over the 
past year. “It was a mam-
moth task,” said Polz
He said the committee 

was most pleased by the 
capacity attendance but “it 
was a mixed blessing that 
so many had to be turned 
away.”
Across downtown, at 

Calvary Temple, another 
1,700 took in the festival on closed-circuit 
television.
Polz said he felt the most powerful mes-

sage was delivered to youth on Saturday 
night. He  said Graham used the Gospel 
of Mark to relate Christ’s teaching to resist 
becoming attached to material possessions. 
“And we had just heard that reading the 
previous Sunday in Mass,” said Polz. 
“The overall message to the young people 

was one of God’s love for you, and you 
could really hear his father’s voice coming 
through him,” Polz said.
Graham, born in Montreat, North Caroli-

na in 1952, the fourth child after three girls, 
has had his own well-documented wander-
ings and challenges in life, and was once 
described in a Time magazine article as “a 
prodigal son” who as a youth had a taste 
for “whiskey, tobacco and rock n’ roll”. He 
was once expelled from college for keep-
ing a female classmate out past curfew.
Polz said Graham’s talk to the youths con-

tained a message of “if you’re in trouble, 

I’ve been there.”
Although Catholic beliefs and teachings 

will differ from Graham’s, Polz said Gra-
ham didn’t focus on doctrine but instead 
stressed one’s personal relationship with 
Christ.
At the end of each day of the Festival, 

Graham invited those wishing to commit 
their lives to Christ, or rededicate them-
selves to Christ, to come to the floor of 
the arena where 1,400 trained volunteer 

counsellors met with them to 
learn how they would choose 
to begin such a process, in-
cluding which denomination 
or church they wished to be-
come involved with.
Between the end of the 

event Sunday night and the 
next morning, Polz said, 
about 2,000 forms had been 
processed and provided to 
churches for follow up, with 
about 200 provided to Catho-
lic churches. 
“A basic thrust of any of 

these festivals is to bring 
people to Christ,” said Polz. 
“And everyone who met with 
a counselor will also receive 
a letter from Franklin Gra-
ham.”

Polz said one of the Catholic counselors 
told him that the festival made her realize 
how important it is for Catholics to share 
with others “the gift of our faith in Christ. 
Which some of us may take for granted.”
In 1974, Graham became a Christian at 

age 22 in a hotel room while on a trip to 
Jerusalem. Soon after, he joined Dr. Bob 
Pierce, founder of the organization Samar-
itan’s Purse, on a six-week mission to Asia. 
It was during this trip that Graham decided 
to focus on world relief. In 1979, after the 
death of Pierce, he became the president of 
Samaritan’s Purse.
Graham began conducting evangelistic 

events in 1989. Each year, he conducts 
at least five Graham Festivals around the 
world as an evangelist associated with the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association of 
which he is president and CEO.
Since 1989, he has preached to more than 

three million people.

Contributed by James Buchok

A sign language interpreter provides translation for a large contin-
gent of  deaf  worshippers among the capacity crowd of  15,000 at 
Winnipeg’s MTS Centre for the final evening of  the Franklin Graham 
Central Canada Festival, Oct. 22-24.

Catholic educators learn 
when it comes to bullying 
our kids are no different 
Kids will be kids and it turns out when 

it comes to bullying, boys and girls in 
Catholic schools are just like boys and girls 
in other schools.
Teachers from Winnipeg’s Catholic 

schools recently spent a day focusing on 
making their schools safer places through 
participation in a day-long ‘bullying be-
haviors’ in-service Sept. 25.
The day was intended to raise teachers’ 

awareness of the bullying that occurs in 
schools, said Jerome Cran-
ston, Director of Catholic 
Education for the Arch-
diocese of Winnipeg. The 
227 teachers in attendance 
were encouraged to work 
together to come up with 
action plans to help reduce 
incidents of bullying.
The in-service dealt pri-

marily with bullying in 
grades four to eight. The 
activities and topics were 
based on the findings of 
a student survey developed by the Arch-
diocese in collaboration with Safe Schools 
Manitoba, an independent organization 
funded by the Province of  Manitoba and 
the Manitoba Association of School Trust-
ees. 
The survey was completed last school 

year by 386 grade four to grade eight stu-
dents in four schools, three in the Winnipeg 
Archdiocese and one in the Archdiocese of 
St. Boniface. 
Cranston said although the schools have 

anti-bullying and respectful school policies 
in place, the survey is the first measurement 
that has been taken on the effectiveness of 
such policies.
The surveys revealed that students have 

been victims of bullying, have witnessed 
bullying and in some cases have been the 
bullies themselves.

“What was most surprising was that we 
did not appear to be very different. Our 
kids are just like regular kids,” said Crans-
ton. “The good news is that there has been 
no specific incident that led to the survey or 
the in-service, and bullying is no worse in 
our schools than it is anywhere else.”
Cranston said that while overt signs of 

bullying are easier to spot and deal with, it 
is the more subtle kinds of bullying, such 
as social exclusion, that are much more dif-

ficult for teachers to become 
aware of.
He said, according to the 

survey results, students need 
teachers to become more sen-
sitive to the covert, negative 
actions and behaviors that oc-
cur between students.
“It’s the snide, cynical re-

marks that aren’t over the top 
and that would not automati-
cally be noticed, but are hurt-
ful and in the kid’s mind, it is 
a form of bullying,” Cranston 

said.
The challenge, he said, is for families, 

schools and parishes to work together to 
create environments of respect, support and 
safety. “It’s how we integrate our faith into 
our homes and schools to build stronger, 
safer communities,” Cranston said. “To use 
faith tradition and elements of faith as the 
underpinnings.”
The next step is for the schools to develop 

action plans that deal not only with a re-
sponse to bullying, but also detection.
Cranston said the four schools will even-

tually be surveyed again to gauge whether 
anything has changed. “What are the kids 
saying? We’ll use that data to inform future 
decisions.”

Contributed by James Buchok

The Archdiocesan Liturgical Commission has been meeting over 

the past year to plan our diocesan renewal - Towards a Full, Con-

scious and Active Participation.  Members of  the Commission 

recently met at St. Gianna’s Parish: from left Marnie Puchniak, 

Ruth Marion, Tom Kraemer, Linda Zazuhak, Diane Fox,  Deacon 

Murray Teetaert, Michelle Garlinski, Ginette Kryschuk, Sr. Joan 

Mormul, Deacon Alberto Sangalang, Val Stark, Kati Gumbmann 

and Reverend Darrin Gurr.  

Missing from the photograph: Mary Warton.

Visit 

www.archwinnipeg.ca 
for archdiocesan events and information

‘

‘A basic thrust 
of any of these 
festivals is to 

bring people to 
Christ’

- Fr. Robert Polz, 
Pastor, 

St. Patrick’s Parish 

Families, 
schools and 

parishes must 
work together 

to create 
environments 

of respect 

Diocesan Liturgical Commission
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Knights of Columbus Council 1107 Centennial Celebrations 
The Centennial Celebra-

tion of the  Knights of 
Columbus Winnipeg (St. 
John Brebeuf) Council 
1107 was held Sept. 30 and 
included a first degree cere-
mony for five new Knights 
and a banquet attended by 
300 Knights, their family 
members and friends.
“We celebrate Knights of 

Columbus Council 1107 in 
its 100th year of charity and 
service to this community 
at large,” said Reverend 
Monsignor. D. Ward Ja-
mieson, in his homily at St. 
John Brebeuf Church that 
afternoon. 
“From this grew many 

other councils and they 
gathered together to grow 
in faith and community,” 
he continued.  
He thanked the council 

that had been of service for 
so many years and was so 
appreciated in the commu-
nity.
Michael Garlinski, orga-

nizing committee chairman 
and master of ceremonies 
at the banquet, held at the 
Caboto Centre, was ef-
fusive in his pride for his 
Council as he introduced 
the head table. 
That feeling of proud 

membership was evi-
dent in all the faces of the 
Knights present, especially 
in the faces of the eleven 
former Grand Knights. A 

twelfth former Grand 
Knight was unable to at-
tend.
In a commemorative book-

let compiled by Council 
1107’s past Grand Knight 
Bob Girouard, current 
Grand Knight Dan Shep-
herd states in his congratu-
latory letter: 
“One hundred years ago, 

97 proud Catholic men 
came together in faith and 
brotherhood to form the 
‘Mother Council of west-
ern Canada’. From the 
seed of Council 1107, Co-
lumbianism spread rapidly 
throughout Manitoba and 
into surrounding provinces 
and states.”
Council 1107 boasts many 

large scale charity fund 
raisers in its history. Thou-
sands of dollars were raised 
through various means 
such as district barbeques, 
and hot dog stands at the air 
show. 
In the late 1950s Council 

1107 was well know for 
its huge bingo events held 
at the old Winnipeg Arena 
that would attract thou-
sands hoping to win a new 
car. Funds raised were used 
to buy wheelchairs and to 
support the firefighters’ 
burn fund.
Keynote speaker at the 

banquet was the Reverend 
Gerald Langevin, Pastor 
at Christ the King Parish 
in Stonewall, Man., and 

an alumnus of St. John 
Brebeuf school. 
“Knights have a great mis-

sion,” he said. “They echo 
what they have received 
and council 1107 will con-
tinue to serve in years to 
come.” Rev. Langevin was 
presented with a new golf 
club at the conclusion of 
presenting his memories of 
the Council to the assem-
bly.
Council 1107 is unique in 

that they have three genera-
tions of Knights active in 
the council. 
Guy Coughlin, a thirty 

year member, boasts that his 
son Bob and nineteen-year-
old grandson, Matthew, a 
four-month member, enjoy 
the opportunities and chal-
lenges that the Knights of-
fer their members. Guy is 
proud that Matthew has 
accepted the challenge to 
begin a new generation of 
Knights in the family and 
in the Council.  
During the evening a 

cheque for $20,000 was 
presented by Grand Knight 
Dan Shepherd to the St. 
John Brebeuf School bur-
sary fund.  
Shepherd also accepted, 

on behalf of his Council, 
various congratulatory cer-
tificates and letters from 
visiting dignitaries from 
within the Knights of Co-
lumbus.

Eugene Prieur, Knights 
of Columbus State Deputy 
of Manitoba, urged every 
Knight “to celebrate your 
Knightship, brag about the 
Knights in your church, tell 
them about this wonderful 

Catholic group.” And, he 
added, “imagine how much 
there will be to celebrate at 
the next Jubilee.”  

Contribued by Terri Scott

Serra Club of Winnipeg celebrates 50th Anniversary 
with annual Archbishop’s Burse Dinner 

Celebrating its 50th An-
niversary, the Serra 

Club of Winnipeg was 
proud to present the Annual 
Archbishop’s Burse Dinner 
on Friday, November 24.  
The event, where some 

two hundred and fifty sup-
porters gathered, including 
four representatives from 
St. Paul’s High School, was 
held at the Caboto Centre.  
Jim Brennan, Serra trustee 

and emcee for the evening, 
stated that he hoped that, 
“our actions tonight bring 
hope and joy to vocations 
and that the focus of the 
dinner is to raise the focus 
of vocations.”  Brennan 
noted that his father had 
been a Charter member of 
Serra. 
Archbishop Weisgerber 

congratulated the Serra 
Club on its anniversary and 
asked for prayers and sup-
port to foster vocations to 
the priesthood.  
The Archbishop stressed 

that, “When we speak of 
vocations, we need to re-
member that we all have 
vocations.”  Vocations 
build up the body of Christ, 
he said.
 Asked to say a few 

words, Msgr. Norman Char-
trand, Charter Member and 
First Chaplain of the Win-
nipeg Serra Club and cur-
rently serving as Chaplain 
yet again, joked that he was 
given just a few minutes to 
sum up the past fifty years. 
He was saddened to note 

only two other Charter 
members are still alive 
from the original thirty-two 
members.  He remembered 
that fifty years ago there 
were only two seminarians 
and this year there were 
three.  
Vocations are the centre 

and summit of the priest-
hood, said Chartrand. “We 
need the Eucharist and in 
order to have the Eucharist, 
we need the priests.”  
He expressed his appre-

ciation to all Catholics for  
keeping in their prayers the 
many who will serve in the 
priesthood and indicated 
that he was impressed by the 
dedication of the diocese.
Founded in 1935 by four 

Catholic men in Seattle, 
Washington, the Serra Club 
now numbers some 20,000 
men and women in 802 
clubs in thirty-eight coun-
tries, including twelve in 

Canada. 
A permanent world of-

fice is located in Chicago.  
Sanctioned by the Pope, 
Serra’s objectives are pri-
marily to promote voca-
tions to the priesthood and 
religious life, but also to 
encourage members to ful-
fil other vocations of their 
own choosing to serve their 
parish and community. 
 The patron of Serra Inter-

national is a relatively new 
saint, the Spanish Francis-
can missionary, Father Ju-
nipero Serra, who was born 
in the 18th century and was 
beatified in 1988.  Fr. Serra 
established the first mis-
sions in Mexico and along  
the coast of California.
Fr. Gerald Langevin, Di-

rector of Vocations, ex-
pressed his appreciation to 
the Serra Club for encour-
aging vocations.  He intro-
duced a new video Fishers 
of Men by the Priestly Life 
and Vocations Summit.  
The Serra Club banquet 

followed meetings held by 
the National Serra Club in 
Winnipeg.  Jim King of To-
ronto, President of the Ca-
nadian National Serra Club, 
brought greetings to his fel-

Back Row L to R; Dan Shepherd, Pe-
ter Van de Mosselear, Grant Nazarko, 
Joe Brekelmans, Jim Rodrigues, Mi-
chael Garlinski, Front Row (seated) 
L to R; Bob Girouard, Monsignor D. 
Ward Jamieson V.G., Guy Coughlin, 
George Van Walleghem

 In the late 1950s Council  1107 was well 
know for its huge bingo events held at 
the old Winnipeg Arena that would at-
tract thousands hoping to win a new 
car. Below, a ticket to the big event.

low Serrans on the prairies 
and presented Ken Fox of 
Brandon, the vice-presi-
dent of the Manitoba-Sas-
katchewan chapters, with 
a certificate of service for 
2000-2006.  King declared 
that it was remarkable that 
Serrans have been in ex-
istence in Canada for fifty 
years and that some clubs 
have been together for sev-

enty years. 
Keynote speaker Arthur 

Mauro,  the other char-
ter member present, said 
he was both surprised and 
honoured to be asked to 
speak.  Mauro stressed that 
he has never seen a greater 
need for vocations as now.  
“During my years in Serra, 

we’ve experienced Vatican 
II, a decline in church mem-

bership and a decline in 
vocations.”  He wondered 
if young people do not hear 
“the call” over the noise of 
the world and how many 
parents talk about vocations 
and encourage their sons 
and daughters into con-
sidering one.  Today there 
are fewer opportunities for 
young people to engage 
with clergy as compared to 
many years ago. 
“Clergy have the power 

to strengthen the call of 
vocations.  The Serra Club 
has the duty and resources 
to provide help,” he said.  
In closing his address, 

Mauro wished continued 
success to the Serra Club 
and quoted Teilhard Char-
din, “ ‘The day will come 
when we shall harness for 
God the energies of love.  
And, on that day, for the 
second time in the history 
of the world, the human 
being will have discovered 
fire.’”

Contributed by Terri Scott   

Archbishop James Weisgerber with Jim 
King, President, National Serra Club.



6• The New Wine Press Winter 2006

When the 105 year old Minnedosa 
United Church was set on fire in 

the early hours of February 12, 2006, 
members of the community could only 
watch it burn. 
If there is any positive aspect to the great 

loss the community experienced, it is the 
relationship that has since developed 
between the Minnedosa United Church 
and St. Alphonsus Catholic Church in 
Minnedosa.
As the fire burned, “a member from the 

St. Alphonsus Church approached some 
of the members of the Minnedosa United 
Church and offered us the use of their 
church,” explains Linda Bertram, Chair 
of the board of the Minnedosa United 
Church. “This generous Christian of-
fer began the relationship between our 
church and theirs.”
The conversations that ensued between 

the two churches culminated in the agree-
ment that Minnedosa United Church 
would continue to use St. Alphonsus for 
Sunday worship and monthly luncheons 
until their new church is constructed.  At 
this time, the congregation uses St. Al-
phonsus church every Sunday and the 
facilities are also available to them for 
sacramental needs. Space has been made 
available for the congregation to store 
hymn books and other items used in wor-
ship.  
Fr. Vincent de Paul Tchaoule, pastor of 

St. Alphonsus, was away at the time of 
the fire, however he is happy with the 
decision that was made to offer the use 
of the church space to the United Church 
congregation.
“Thank God that we welcomed them 

despite the differences in terms of our de-
nomination and liturgical celebration,” he 
said. “I personally believe that this could 
be ‘a plus’ in our longing for Christian 
unity. The Ecumenism has taken place 
according to God’s will and regardless of 

our differences.”
“We were all moved by the spirit of 

solidarity toward our fellow brothers and 
sisters in Christ in need,” he says. “If the 
Gospel of compassion wasn’t applicable 
in this situation where could it be?”
Bertram says that St. Alphonsus’ build-

ing was not a ‘stranger’ to many of the 
people in the United Church commu-
nity. “Many of us have at one time or 
another attended a wedding or a funeral 
in the church. Some years ago I took my 
senior Sunday School class to a service 
that interacted with young people from 
St Alphonsus.” Yet the community still 
experienced some apprehension the first 
time they used the church for their Sun-
day service.  “The congregation of the 
United Church, were looking for our 
‘comfortable pews’ that no longer exist,” 
says Bertram.
“I found the experience awesome that 

we received this generous gift from an-
other religious community,” says Ber-
tram. “This space has fit our needs and 
many members have a new ‘comfortable 
pew’.”  One of the many gifts offered to 
the Minnedosa United Church after the 
tragedy was a handmade banner with a 
butterfly appliqué. “So during the Lenten 
period when St. Alphonsus hung their 
butterflies in the sanctuary of the church 
our offer to use our banner was accept-
ed,” she says.
Currently, a committee is working with 

an architect to rebuild the United Church 
on the same site. The community hopes 
to be in their new church by December 
of 2007.
“We have received many generous gifts 

to assist us in rebuilding our church,” 
concludes Bertram, “but the offer of a 
place to worship for the interim was truly 
the most wonderful gift.”
Contributed by 
Joanne Struch

On  Oct. 28, St. Joseph’s Parish at Mountain and Andrews was the host 
for the 2006 YouthLeader follow up evening. Approximately 40 partici-
pants gathered with the community for 5:00 p.m Liturgy with the Arch-
bishop presiding, followed by supper sponsored by the youth of  St. Jo-
seph’s and then an evening session facilitated by YAH (Youth Affecting 
Humankind) of  St. Paul the Apostle Parish. The Archdiocese of  Win-
nipeg is hosting YouthLeader in the summer of  2007. Please watch for 
brochures and information in the next issue of  the New Wine Press.

Much joyful noise was 
made by fifty-four 

participants from eighteen 
Winnipeg parishes that 
participated in the Make 
a Joyful Noise Liturgical 
Music Workshop on Nov.5 
at St. Charles Church in 
Winnipeg.
“The workshop was a 

great combination of nuts 
and bolts – the techni-
cal part of music-making 
as well as insights into 
how to make each liturgy 
unique and beautiful,” said 
participant Fran Weiss of 
Holy Cross Church.
Presenter at the work-

shop was Bruce Kotowich, 
a former Winnipegger and 
now professor of music at 
Loras College in Dubuque, 
Iowa.
Christine Legal from St. 

Paul’s College in Winni-
peg described Kotowich 
as “an engaging speaker, 
and his wit and in-depth 
knowledge of contempo-
rary issues made the work-
shop well worth the early 
morning.”  
In his presentation, Koto-

wich talked about the new 
direction from the Vati-
can on liturgical music. A 
variety of styles for both 
hymns and psalms was dis-
cussed and experienced.
Along with instruction, 

the workshop participants 
were given a large portfo-
lio donated from World Li-
brary Publications as well 
as a few pieces donated 
from GIA Publications 

DO YOU HAVE ANY IDEAS FOR ARTICLES FOR 
THE NEW WINE PRESS? 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN WRITING?

We are always looking for people to write about their parish community, 
projects they have participated in or other issues.

To find out more about contributing to 
the New Wine Press, contact James 

at 452-2227 ext. 248 or jbuchok@archwinnipeg.ca 

AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE

Getting ready for YouthLeader 2007

Churches share 
space after fire at
Minnedosa United

Liturgical music 
workshop produces 
‘much joyful noise’

From left to right Bruce Kotowich, a fomer 
Winnipegger and now professor of  Music 
and Liturgy, Loras College in Dubuque, Iowa, 
Michelle Larose-Kuzenko of  St. Alphonsus 
Parish, Winnipeg, and Marco Vieira from St. 
Peter’s Parish, Winnipeg.

Inc. This valuable package 
included sheet music, CDs 
and a hymn book.
Beverly Gillespie from 

Holy Cross Parish said the 
event was “a wonderful op-
portunity to grow in choir 
ministry, and exposure to 
new music.”  
Kotowich appreciated the 

warm reception and said he, 
“admired the commitment 
and dedication” of all who 
attended the workshop and 
was grateful to all those who 
participated in the hymnfest.
Rose Millet of St. Peter’s 

Parish echoed the senti-
ments of many workshop at-

tendees when she said, “The 
workshop was food for the 
music ministers. I felt revi-
talized and excited to share 
what I’ve learned from this 
workshop”.
Maddy Kotowich, work-

shop organizer, said she’s 
looking forward to another 
workshop and hymnfest in 
the spring of 2008.
The hymnfest raised mon-

ey to support the Building 
Families in the Caribbean 
charity.

Contributed by 
Eva Arsenault

Eighteen Winnipeg parishes participate  

Calling all women of St. John Brebeuf Parish! 
Join us for an evening to discuss reactivating our 

Catholic Women’s League Council Charter. 
Everyone willing to provide their input will have the opportunity to do so in a 

comfortable and sharing setting. Our volunteer facilitator will guide us in talking 
about CWL activities in other Parishes that may be of interest to SJB, ideas for 
how a CWL council in SJB could help out and make a positive difference, and 

what exactly the Holy Spirit is leading us to do. Details about the evening (time 
and program) will be available in early January and will be circulated in the SJB 

bulletin, on the website (www.sjbcommunity.ca) and a flyer. In the meatime, 
please spread the news to SJB women you know. For information contact: 

Georgina Cielen at (204) 488-2463
Joanne Thibault at (204) 488-1474 or joanne.ca@shaw.ca

Cheryl Bruneau at (204) 487-6495
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Archdiocese of Winnipeg Annual Financial Report
Dear sisters and brothers,
 We are pleased to present our Oper-
ating Statement for the year ended June 
30, 2006. Because of your generosity we 
were able once again to record a small 
operating surplus last year. 
 The figures which appear under the 
various headings represent the work of 
the church in south western Manitoba. 
You make this good work happen.
 I would like to express, on your be-
half, our appreciation to the members 
of the Finance Council, who advise me 
on these important matters. The Finance 
Council has reviewed and approved the 
annual audited report and asked that this 
operating statement be placed in the New 
Wine Press. 
 As in the past, if anyone would 
like to review the details of the report, 
please feel free to contact the Finance 
Department at the Catholic Centre.
 

With every best wish.

Sincerely in Christ,

 +V. James Weisgerber
  Archbishop of Winnipeg

 Roman Catholic Archiepiscopal Corporation of  Winnipeg
Operating Fund

Statement of  Operations
For the Year Ended June 30, 2006

    2006 2005
    $    $
 Revenues 
 Annual appeal (Sharing God’s Gifts) 1,459,857 1,439,579
 Parish assessment  460,048 228,459
 Interest and investment income 208,194  261,046  
 Donations, grants and bequests   138,546  75,003  
     Administration fees and other  79,562   70,709 
  Catholic schools assessment  67,711   56,218 
  Workshops, conferences and program income  45,565   27,840 
 Income from deferred contributions  36,701   34,300 
  Tribunal fees and recovery   25,194   42,250 
 Total revenues   2,521,378   2,235,404 

 Expenditures    
  Pastoral and ministerial services 
 Catholic schools   181,454   155,698 
  Religious education   161,552   132,355 
 Marriage tribunal   141,557   147,327 
 Chaplaincy   111,312   116,807 
 Nathanael formation programs  98,460 40,630
 Stewardship   83,570   93,926 
  Human resources  70,600 -
 Pastoral services   69,443   30,757 
 Communications   63,337   62,425 
  Social justice   34,180   34,652 
 Archives and information systems support   27,719   42,567 
 Diocesan celebrations and other   21,933   56,839 
 Total pastoral and ministerial services   1,065,117   913,983 

 Chancery and archdiocesan administration   657,814   567,695 
  Priests’ pension, professional development and other  242,969   272,671 
 Mission support 140,751 138,296
 Professional fees  121,104 72,571 
  Building operations  105,928   92,091 
  Conference of Bishops  47,699   49,252 
  Banking and investment fees  29,561   28,362
 Total expenditures   2,410,943   2,134,921 
 Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures   110,435   100,483

 The accompanying Statement of 
Operations is drawn from the audit-
ed financial statements of the Roman 
Catholic Archiepiscopal Corporation of 
Winnipeg. It presents the Corporation’s 
operating revenues and expenditures for 
the fiscal year ended June 30, 2006, with 
comparative amounts for the previous 
year.

Revenues

Revenues for 2006 totaled $2,521,000, 
for an increase of $286,000 or 13% over 
2005.
 It is through the generosity and com-
mitment of parishioners throughout the 
Archdiocese that the major portion of 
archdiocesan operations and programs 
is funded. The combination of Shar-
ing God’s Gifts and parish assessments 
totaled $1,920,000 in 2006 and repre-
sented 76% of total revenues. This total 
increased by $252,000 over the previous 
year, due primarily to the assessment 
which was in place for twelve months 
in 2006 in comparison to six months in 
2005.
 Interest and investment income to-
taled $208,000 in 2006. Increases in 
short-term market rates and favorable 
investment returns resulted in an income 
level which was significantly higher than 
anticipated. A very favorable revenue 
level ($261,000) had also been attained 
in 2005, due mainly to substantial in-
vestment gains following changes to the 
Corporation’s portfolios and policies.
 Donations, grants and bequests rep-
resent the fourth largest component of 

revenue, totaling $139,000 in 2006 for 
an increase of $64,000 over the previous 
year. This increase resulted from grants 
received for expanded archdiocesan pro-
grams and initiatives, including the dia-
conate program and home mission proj-
ects.
 With the exception of tribunal fees 
and recovery, other revenue items also 
experienced increases during the year. 
Tribunal revenue decreased to $25,000 
in 2006, due to services no longer being 
required by one of the other dioceses in 
Manitoba.

Expenditures

Total expenditures equaled $2,411,000 
in 2006, representing an increase of 
$276,000 or 13% over 2005.
 Pastoral and ministerial service ex-
penditures totaled $1,065,000, compared 
to $914,000 in the previous year. The 
2006 cost level reflects greater program 
activity in such ministry areas as the Na-
thanael lay formation program, human 
resource services (including the introduc-
tion of Safe Environments, a program to 
provide a safe environment for children 
and youth) and pastoral services. 
 Chancery and archdiocesan ad-
ministration expenditures increased by 
$90,000 to total $658,000 in 2006. In ad-
dition to costs associated with the Arch-
bishop and the Chancellor, these expens-
es include salaries and benefits related to 
the Chancery’s secretarial, accounting 
and financial management functions. 
Also included are such items as commu-
nication costs, office supplies and travel.

RevenuesCatholic schools
3%

Other
4%

Administration fees
3%

Donations and grants
5%

Interest and investment 
income

8%

Parish assessment
18%

Annual appeal
59%

Expenditures

Professional fees
5%

Building operations
4%

Other
3%

Mission support
6%

Clergy
10%

Chancery and 
archdiocesan
administration

27%

Pastoral and ministerial 
services

45%

2006 Financial Highlights

Ms. Geraldine Willcock (Chair)
Reverend W. Richard Arsenault
Mr. Rene Bouchard
Reverend Msgr. D. Ward Jamieson

Mr. Bruce Ward
Mrs. Silvia de Sousa
Mr. Charles Henaire

Archdiocesan Finance Council

 Expenses for clergy ministry totaled 
$243,000 in 2006, down from $273,000 in 
2005. An increase of $25,000 in required fund-
ing for the diocesan priests’ pension plan was 
offset by lower costs for priests’ professional 
development and priests’ care.
 Other major items include home missions, 
professional fees and building operations. 
Support to home missions in 2006 was simi-
lar to 2005, while legal fees increased by 67% 
due to specific files during the year and build-
ing expenses increased by 15%, due mainly to 
utilities and repair & maintenance costs. 

Results

These operating activities resulted in an excess 
of revenue over expenditures in the amount of 
$110,000 for the year   ended June 30, 2006. 
This is similar to the surplus of $100,000 re-
ported in 2005.
 A portion of the 2006 surplus ($56,000) 
was used to fund capital asset purchases dur-
ing the year. These included computer equip-

   2006   2005  
 Development and Peace    206,000  510,000 
 Evangelization of Nations    41,000   46,000 
 Holy Lands    55,000   44,000
 Papal Charities    28,000   26,000 
 Total    $330,000     $626,000 

Special Collections

ment and software at the Chancery, and the 
replacement of furnace and air conditioning 
equipment at the Archbishop’s residence. 
The remainder of the surplus was added to 
the operating fund balance.

 Concluding comments

Through the accompanying Statement of 
Operations and this report, we are pleased 
to communicate to the Catholic community 
how your support is used to fund services 
and programs for the benefit of all parishes 
and missions entrusted to the Archbishop of 
Winnipeg.
 We extend our sincere appreciation to 
all who contribute their time, abilities and 
financial resources to the Archdiocese, and 
we renew our commitment to utilize the re-
sources entrusted to us to effectively and re-
sponsibly serve the people of God. 
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March for Life 
‘a witness’ and ‘a prayer’

U of W honours 
dedicated 

Catholic workers
Two dedicated mem-

bers of Winnipeg’s 
Catholic community, who 
have a made a difference in 
the lives of children, were 
recipients of Awards of 
Distinction at The Univer-
sity of Winnipeg’s Autumn 
2006 Convocation Pro-
gram, Oct. 15.
Sr. Lesley Sacouman, co-

founder and director of the 
Winnipeg inner-city, youth 
drop-in centre Rossbrook 
House received an Honor-
ary Doctor of Divinity de-
gree.
Dr. Rayleen De Luca, a 

parishioner at Holy Rosary 
Parish and a national board 
member of the Catholic 
Women’s League received 
the university’s Distin-
guished Alumni Award. De 
Luca is also Archbishop 
Weisgerber’s delegate on 
the Sexual Abuse Response 
committee of the Archdio-
cese of Winnipeg. 
In addition to her work at 

Rossbrook House, Sr. Les-
ley is also on the Board of 
Directors of The Winnipeg 
Foundation, Canada’s old-
est and second largest com-
munity foundation. 
She serves on the board 

of Esther House and An-
ishinaabe Oway-Ishi, an 
organization that promotes 
responsibility towards self, 
family, and community in 

Abor ig i -
nal youth.
For 17 

years, she 
taught in 
both the 
public and 
parochial 
s c h o o l 
system and 
in 1977 
founded 
E a g l e ’s 
C i r c l e , 
an alter-
n a t i v e 
education 
program 
for ju-
nior high 
s c h o o l 
students.
In 1999, Sister Lesley was 

named a member of the 
Maclean’s Honour Roll, 
and in 2002 she received 
the Caitas Award from the 
Catholic Foundation of 
Winnipeg. 
In conferring the award, 

the University stated “Sis-
ter Lesley exemplifies the 
University’s commitment 
to Winnipeg’s youth with 
her dedication, commit-
ment, and perseverance.”

Gathered amid the 
beautiful surround-

ings of Manitoba’s Riding 
Mountain National Park, 
Archbishop Weisgerber 
met with the priests of the 
Archdiocese of Winnipeg 
for three days of study Nov. 
6-8 in order to reflect on 
the topic of Models of the 
Eucharist.  The days were 
facilitated by Msgr. Kevin 
Irwin, a professor of Lit-
urgy at Catholic University 
of America.
When asked about his ex-

pectations for this week of 
study, Archbishop Weisger-
ber said that his “hope was 
for everyone to receive a 
deeper understanding of the 
Eucharist.” 
The Archbishop contin-

ued, “I hope priests will 
grow from this experience 
and in turn be able to enrich 
the people with whom they 
minister, with a greater un-
derstanding of the Eucha-
rist.”
In 2005, the Archdiocese 

of Winnipeg embarked on 
a ten-year plan to prepare 
spiritually for its 100th an-
niversary to take place in 
2015.
In preparation for that an-

niversary, the Archdiocesan 
Pastoral Council under the 
leadership of Archbishop 
Weisgerber decided to con-
centrate on four priorities; 
liturgy, education, commu-
nity building and steward-
ship.
These four objectives, 

according to Archbishop 

Weisgerber’s Pastoral Vi-
sion, will be the subjects of 
intense spiritual formation 
throughout the Archdiocese 
for the next ten years. Dur-
ing the period of 2006 and 
2007, the priority to be ad-
dressed through spiritual 
formation will be liturgy.
In an effort to enter into 

this rediscovering of the 
Eucharist as a lived experi-
ence, Msgr. Irwin presented 
his ten Models of the Eu-
charist: Cosmic Mass, The 
Church’s Eucharist, Effec-
tive Word of God, Memo-
rial of the Paschal Mystery, 
Covenant Renewal, The 
Lord’s Supper, Food for the 
Journey, Sacramental Sac-
rifice, Active Presence and 
Work of the Spirit. 
With these models, Msgr. 

Irwin emphasised our need 

to understand Eucharist as 
our source for being and 
becoming a Church com-
munity. There is a need to 
understand the Eucharist in 
the context of a “we, our, 
us” language, continued 
Irwin. As Pope John Paul 
II wrote in his encyclical 
The Eucharist in the Life 
of the Church: the “body of 
Christ builds up the body of 
Christ.”
According to Msgr. Irwin, 

in order for us to fully ben-
efit from the Eucharist, we 
need to be aware of “what 
we bring to it and then how 
we are sent forth from it.” 
The Latin terms, lex oran-

di (law proclaimed), lex 
credendi (law believed) 
and lex vivendi (law lived) 
may help us understand the 
need to establish a correla-

tion between our experience 
of the Eucharist and our 
relationship with our faith 
community. In other words, 
what we proclaim we need 
to believe, in order to live it 
out. If we do not fully live 
our faith in the Eucharist, 
how will we teach it?
We bring who we are, 

blessed and broken, to the 
Table of the Eucharist. We 
are nourished by the Christ 
who pours Himself out for 
us and offers Himself to 
us as food to transform us 
once again into a “healed” 
people of God.

Contributed by  
Fr. Jose Eduardo Medeiros
Pastor, Immaculate 
Conception Parish

Priests assemble for study days

Priests prepare for evening prayers during Study Days at Elk Horn 
Ranch at  Riding Mountain National Park,  Nov. 6-8.

A photographic history 
of Manitoba’s places 

of worship, a project 20 
years in the making, was on 
display at the University of 
Winnipeg’s Archives and 
Hamilton Galleria in Octo-
ber and November.
Photographer Tyrrell Men-

dis said his intention was 
simply to record “what is 
important to preserve” and 
since the mid-1980s he and 
his wife set about traveling 
the length and breadth of 
Manitoba taking the pic-
tures that would become 
Testaments of Faith, Mani-
toba’s Pioneer Churches. 
The couple photographed 

almost 600 sacred sites and 
selected 48 pictures for the 
exhibit.
The photographs depict 

edifices of various religions 
selected for their historical 
significance and architectur-
al importance. For example, 
the only iron frame church 
in Manitoba, in Churchill, 
and the first Catholic church 
in the province, in The Pas. 
There is also the oldest log 
church still in use, in Poplar 
Point, and the first Ukraini-
an churches, in Gardenton 
and Trembowla.
The exhibit is accompa-

nied by a 25-page brochure 
describing the history and 
significance of each image 
along with poetry written 
by the artist and others.

Tyrrell 
Mendis and 

his wife have 
photographed 
almost 600 of 
Manitoba’s 
sacred sites. 

Mendis’s goal in document-
ing these structures is not 
only to preserve the spirit 
of each sacred building 
but also, he said, “to sug-
gest that the motivation for 
their creation is the ultimate 
expression of dedication 
and faith. The sites repre-
sent works of art of previ-
ous generations and they 
stand as both physical and 
spiritual landmarks on the 
province’s landscape.”
Testaments of Faith has 

been shown at various ven-
ues across Manitoba and it 
will continue touring the 
province in 2007. The ex-

hibit at the University of 
Winnipeg was organized to 
coincide with the school’s 
Faculty of Theology home-
coming.
Tyrrell Mendis was born 

in Sri Lanka, studied archi-
tecture in London, England 
and worked for the Mani-
toba government in Win-
nipeg. His current passion, 
photography, replaced his 
early first love, watercolor 
painting. His photographs 
haven been included in 
over 40 exhibits and he has 
received national and local 
awards.
Mendis says he is not an 

historian, nor is he an ac-
tivist and therefore he has 
not made it part of his work 
to compile details of how 
many churches have been 
closed, or are on the brink 
of disappearing or what 
could be done to save dis-
appearing churches. But he 
encourages those interested 
to take up the cause to bring 
these religious places from 
“desecration to preserva-
tion.”
Mendis said when he 

and his wife would arrive 
at a church it was usu-
ally locked. She would go 
about recording whatever 

Testaments of Faith, Manitoba’s Pioneer Churches

Photographer Tyrrell Mendis presented his photographic history 
of  Manitoba’s places of  worship, a project 20 years in the making, 
at the University of  Winnipeg’s Archives and Hamilton Galleria.
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information was available 
on signs or plaques while 
he would look for the best 
angles for pictures. Some-
times a caretaker or other 
parishioner would arrive 

and with great pride allow 
the couple inside. Mendes 
said this would so often 
reveal a treasure of sacred 
interior design and deco-
ration, in the midst of the 

simplest of country settle-
ments.

Contributed by 
James Buchok

Please see:
U of W Honours
Continued  on page 11

Dr. Rayleen 
De Luca

Sr. Lesley 
Sacouman
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Youth dinner theatre will get 

your fundraising a rollin’
Are you looking for 

a fun way to raise 
money for your group or 
organization? The Win-
nipeg-based World Youth 
Day Dinner Theatre Pro-
duction Company is back 
for its third year with a 
play called Wagon Wheels 
A-Rollin.
The production compa-

ny has a cast of 25 youth 
ranging in age from 12 to 
20 years old.
These young people 

come from the parishes of 
St. Ann’s, St. Charles and 
Good Shepherd in Portage 
La Prairie.
This year’s production 

is a western which tells 
the story of a wagon train 
being held up by a gang 
of bandits – this leads to 
some hilarious events, 
and, of course, singing and 
dancing.
Last year the play was 

seen by over 1,000 people.  
Each show attracted about 
150 patrons and each host 
community raised an aver-
age of $1,500 per show.
Twenty-year-old Vanessa 

Thibert, is in her first year 

The cast of  the Winnipeg-based World Youth Day Dinner 
Theatre Production of  ‘Wagon Wheels A-Rollin’.

AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE

with the WYD Dinner Theatre. “I 
joined the dinner theatre because I 
have watched my siblings and my 
cousins participate in the productions 
and felt it was my turn to shine,” she 
said. “I come from a very theatrical 
family so I figured it would be just 
like home”.
Fourteen-year-old, grade nine St. 

Mary’s Academy student Jasmine 
Magnus-Osborne is returning for a 
second year. “I enjoy being in the din-
ner theatre because I love to act and 
it’s a lot of fun,” says Jasmine.
The production company provides 

the show, seating and serving per-
sonnel. The host community is re-

sponsible for the meal; the venue 
set-up, and clean-up.  
So far there are three performances 

booked for St. Charles, one booked 
for Blessed John 23rd and two ten-
tatively booked for Good Shepherd 
Parish in Portage La Prairie.
The WYD Dinner Theatre Produc-

tion Company is available for sev-
eral more bookings.
If you want more information about 

hosting this fun evening call pro-
ducer Norbert Thibert at (204) 889-
1101.

Contributed by Eva Arsenault

Pinocchio and 
the uniqueness of 

the Bible

The Diginity 
of the 

Human Person

Cardinal Theodore 
McCarrick

Sr. Sandra 
Schneiders

When a young gradu-
ate student told Sr. 

Sandra Schneiders that 
Pinocchio was a far more 
transforming book for 
him than the Bible, neither 
would have predicted that 
their discussion would in-
spire Schneiders to write a 
lecture entitled What about 
Pinocchio? The Unique-
ness of the Bible. 
On October 16, a capacity 

audience gathered to hear 
that lecture, the second in 
the three-part Hanley Lec-
ture Series at Christ the 
King Chapel of St. Paul’s 
College at the University 
of Manitoba. 
The series, presented by 

Schneiders, carried the 
overall title of The Bible 
as the Word of God. Sch-
neiders’ two other lectures 
in the series were entitled 
Does God Speak English? 
The Bible as the Word of 
God and Can the Biblical 
Text Be Changed? 
Sr. Sandra Schneiders, 

I.H.M., is a Professor of 
New Testament Studies 
and Spirituality at the Je-
suit School of Theology 
and Graduate Theological 
Union, University of Cali-
fornia at Berkeley. She has 
studied at the University 
of Detroit and the Institute 
Catholique in Paris and 
Pontifical Gregorian Uni-
versity in Rome. Her books 

include: Beyond Patching, 
Faith and Feminisim in 
the Catholic Church; Writ-
ten that you May Believe, 
Encountering Jesus in the 
Fourth Gospel and The Re-
velatory Text, Interpreting 
The New Testament as Sa-
cred Scripture. 
The Hanley Memorial 

Lecture Series have been 
delivered by prominent 
scholars in theology and lit-
erature annually since 1980. 
The series was established 
by friends and colleagues 
of Fr. John Hanley, S.J who 
established the Department 
of Religion at the Univer-
sity of Manitoba. Hanley 
had an enthusiasm for the 
works of William Shake-
speare, Gerard Manley 
Hopkins and Teilhard de 
Chardin that, in the words 
of St. Paul’s College Rector 
Daniel Lenosky, “civilized 
those he taught”. 
Schneiders explored the 

question, “Why does the 
Bible hold its place of im-
portance for us?” through 
a series of “theological 
notes, cyphers or code 
words: revelation, inspira-
tion, infallibility, inerrancy, 
authority and normativity.” 
Schneiders added that “most 
people know just enough 
about this terminology to 
fight about it”. For each 
of the terms, Schneiders 
asked: “What is the faith af-

firmation in this code word? 
Is it true and meaningful?” 
“The Bible mediates com-
munication between us and 
God. The word of God be-
came human prepared for 
us by all the ways God has 
communicated to us,” said 
Schneiders. Rather than 
“containing” proposition-
al information, scripture 
“witnesses to divine rev-
elation,” said Schneiders. 
“Ancient text makes pos-
sible our revelation in the 
present.” 
Where is inspiration locat-

ed? Divine influence could 
be seen on the writer, the 
text, the reader or the ac-
tion of reading. Schneiders 
explained that the books of 
the Bible were not chosen 
for their inspiration; “there 
was no litmus test.” Rather, 
the early Church gathered 
those books most used in 
the liturgy and they became 
“canonized to become the 
Book of the Church”. The 
Bible is inspired in that it 
contains faith statements 
not based in science. Sch-
neiders concluded, “We en-
counter God in this text.” 
Contributed by 
Barbara Fawcett

Each person is like a 
well-crafted suit, says 

American Cardinal Theo-
dore McCarrick, “we are 
all custom made, not off 
the rack. We all have dig-
nity.” 
McCarrick delivered the 

2006 Sol Kanee Lecture on 
Peace and Justice, entitled 
The Dignity of the Human 
Person, on Oct. 25 to an 
audience of about 500 at 
the Investors Group Athlet-
ic Centre at the University 
of Manitoba. 
McCarrick, who was 

Archbishop of Washington 
DC from 2001 to 2006, 
was elevated to the College 
of Cardinals by Pope John 
Paul II in 2001.
In his address, McCarrick 

spoke of the individual and 
personal attention of the 
creator that is so often mis-
understood as a threat by 
the young; “God is watch-
ing you.” 
McCarrick recalled the 

words of Basil Cardinal 
Hume who discovered dur-
ing his monastic life that 
“God loved me so much, 
He couldn’t take His eyes 
off me.” 
“When we understand 

that we are all watched and 
loved, we understand that 
brothers and sisters must 
respect and love one anoth-
er,” McCarrick continued. 
He urged vigorous ecu-

menical dialogue especially 
in light of exclusionary and 
destructive fundamentalist 
attitudes. 
McCarrick quoted a state-

ment made by the United 
States Council of Catholic 
Bishops, “We believe that 
every human life is sacred 
from conception to natural 
death, that people are more 
important than things, and 
that the measure of every 
institution is whether it pro-
tects and respects the life 
and dignity of the human 
person.” (USCCB Faith-
ful Citizenship: A Catholic 
Call to Political Responsi-
bility) 
“Rights come from God. 

They cannot be taken 
away,” emphasized Mc-
Carrick, adding “the prog-
ress of humanity and civi-
lization hinges on our love 
for each other.” 
McCarrick resigned as 

Archbishop of Washington 
DC in May, 2006, He pres-
ently serves on the board 
of directors of Catholic 
Relief Services and serves 
on Pontifical Councils for 
Peace and Justice, Pro-
moting Christian Unity, 
Pastoral Care of Migrants 
and Itinerant Peoples and 
a Commission for Latin 
America. 
His extensive travels have 

made him a first hand wit-
ness to the dire needs of hu-

manity. During the Balkan 
crisis, he discovered and 
successfully advocated for 
3,000 forgotten refugees 
with no transport to safety. 
“Inconvenience does not 

defend maltreatment,” said 
McCarrick, and those who 
suffer the most are deemed 
“poor, difficult, inconve-
nient or insignificant.” 
Yet, McCarrick found 

young people sheltering in 
the ruins of the Bishop’s 
residence in Sarajevo, 
who, rather than flee to 
safety, remained in the city 
to deliver medication and 
food to the elderly and did 
what they could for people 
in need. They said simply, 
“somebody’s got to do it. 
We think that is what God 
wants us to do.”
McCarrick urged his lis-

teners to care for creation 
and overcome injustice, 
“starting with the right to 
life, without which, other 
rights do not exist. Never 
kill or collude in the killing 
of any human being. Take 
a stand. See the dignity in 
each child of God.” 
Contributed by 
Barbara Fawcett

Sol Kanee LectureHanley Lectures

Safe Environments Workshop
 A Safe Environments Workshop took place at 

St. Augustine’s parish in Brandon on November 
25th. Safe Environments Educator Linda Chegwin 
facilitated the workshop for people who work with 
children and youth at the parish. The interactive 
workshop discusses how to handle disclosures 

by children or youth of  abuse they have suffered, 
lets participants know about legal reporting 

requirements and talks about risk management 
strategies. The workshop gives participants the 
opportunity to discuss barriers and benefits to 
preventing abuse and deals with physical, emo-

tional and sexual maltreatment.



December, 2006
19, 7:00 p.m.
“Circle of  Light Circle of  Love” A Christmas Remem-
brance 
“Circle of Light Circle of Love” A Christmas Remembrance Service 
will be offered Tuesday December 19, 2006 7:00 p.m. at St. Ignatius 
Church (corner of Stafford and Corydon).  Join us in a gentle ceremony 
of prayer, song and story to honour and remember your deceased loved 
ones. The service is hosted by the St. Ignatius Bereavement Ministry. 
For further information, please call St. Ignatius Church 474-2351. 

20, 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Mary’s Academy Drinks in the Dome
St. Mary’s Academy Alumnae Association invites the Graduating 
Classes of the last five years (2002-2006) to the sixth annual “recent 
grad” Christmas party. Wednesday, December 20th, 2006 , 7:00 p.m.-
9:00 p.m. , 4 th Floor – St. Mary’s Academy $5.00 (payable at the door, 
RSVP @ smaalum@merlin.mb.ca or 478-6031). Please use the Wel-
lington Crescent entrance. 

31, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
New Year’s Peace Vigil Retreat with Benedictine Sis-
ters at St. Benedict’s Retreat Centre.
An alternative way to welcome the New Year! Putting your life in per-
spective: reflecting on the joys and success of the past year and a future 
full of possiblities and challenges, we consider God’s plan for human-
kind and the vital role we play.  Casual clothes, a journal, skis, if you 
wish, and a friend.  Cost: $45 (includes lunch, refreshments & a room 
for the day) Call: 339-1705 

January, 2007
14 7:30 p.m. - 16 1:00 p.m. Forty-Hour Silent Directed 
Retreat with Sr. Marie Baker, OSB at St. Benedict’s 
Retreat Centre.  For those who have never experienced a silent 
directed retreat, this is your opportunity for a Sabbath time to nurture 
your inner self and your relationship with God.  A spiritual director 
will offer suggestions for prayer and will help you to notice the Spirit’s 
movement in your life.  $165, residents only, private room provided.  
Call: 339-1705

15 Finding God in the Dark “The Beatitudes: The Path 
of  Liberation”  You are invited to 8 free evenings of film to help you 
discover your spiritual path. Films will be screened and discussed every 
second Monday evening beginning January 15, 2007. Written guides 
for this new series by Monty Williams, SJ will be provided at modest 
cost. To register or for further information, contact Valerie at the St. 
Ignatius Education Centre at 453-9243.

20 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Centering Prayer Introduc-
tion, with Catherine Labinowich, OSB at St. Benedict’s 
Retreat Centre.  Do you  feel pulled in all directions?  Do you want 
more from your prayer life? Do you hunger for a deeper intimacy with 
God? Centering Prayer may be for you. Centering Prayer is a simple 
method of Christ-centered silent prayer, a renewal of an ancient Chris-
tian contemplative practice, updated for our time.  It can lead to a deeper 
prayer life, personal healing, spiritual transformation, and closer union 
with God. Cost: $45 (includes lunch)  Call: 339-1705.

Upcoming Events
December 2006 - 

January 2007
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Music Coordinator Wanted
Blessed John XXIII Parish in St. James 

is looking for a part-time music coordinator
Candidates with an understanding of Catholic music and liturgy would be preferred, but if none, 

candidates willing to learn are encouraged to apply. 
Also, experience accompanying a choir with Organ and Piano would be a great asset to any can-
didate. Commitment of 8-10 hrs/wk expected, mostly on weekends with pay based on experience 

and to be negotiated.  
We urge all interested to send a resume to the Parish office 

c/o Msgr. Comeault
fax: 885-2447

or mail to 3390 Portage Ave.
Winnipeg , MB , R3K 0Z3 

Archdiocese of Winnipeg 
Invites applications for the position of 

Archivist 
Part-time (two days per week) 

Duties to commence January 2007 
 
 The Archdiocese of Winnipeg coordinates activities for and provides   
 central services and pastoral leadership to its over 90 parishes, missions and  
 institutions across Manitoba. 

 Position Summary: 
 • Assume responsibility for the administration, maintenance and management  
 of the archdiocesan archives and records management office. The archives  
 exist to collect, preserve and make available the records of enduring value  
 which pertain to the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Winnipeg. These records  
 are the collection of all the acts of the curia and all documents concerning  
 the spiritual and temporal affairs of the parishes and institutions of the   
 archdiocese. 
 • Research activities, develop and implement archive policy and procedures 
 and records management policies, collect archival holdings, microfilm   
 sacramental registers, and provide educational assistance to the parishes in the  
 establishment of their private archives. 
 • Establish an annual budget for the Archives portfolio. 

 Qualifications: 
 • Minimum two years previous administrative experience combined with  
 relevant post secondary education. 
 • Knowledge of archival theory and practice would be an asset. 
 • Strong MS Office skills including MS Access will be required. 
 • Knowledge of the structure and teachings of the Roman Catholic Church. 
 • A member of or eligibility for membership in the Association of Manitoba  
 Archivists. 

 If you have related experience, are a motivated self-starter who is organized  
 with high attention to detail and accuracy, enjoy working within deadlines  
 as part of a dedicated and capable team we would be pleased to receive your  
 application. Please submit your resume in writing or by email, along with the  
 names of three references, including your pastor, in confidence to: 

Director of Human Resources 
Archdiocese of Winnipeg 
1495 Pembina Highway 
Winnipeg, MB R3T 2C6 

Email: humanresources@archwinnipeg.ca 
We thank all applicants; however, only those selected 

for an interview will be contacted. 

COURSE ON THE EUCHARIST
Education Centre - St. Ignatius Parish   

The Sunday Eucharist (Mass)  is at the heart of the church`s life. In the light of the Pastoral Vision 
of the Archdiocese of Winnipeg - “to build a church of communion” - this series of 7 weeks  will 
first  put this central ritual action of the Christian community in the context of the whole sacra-
mental/ symbolic life of the church.  Then we will look at the biblical  foundations (Jewish and 
Christian scriptures) of the Christian Eucharist. The major part of this series will treat the struc-
ture, nature and elements of the whole Eucharistic celebration (the Gathering rite,the Liturgyof 
the Word, the liturgy of the  Meal and the Sending forth) in its historical, theological and pastoral 
aspects  - the “why” and the “who” and the “how”  we can best participate “fully, consciously and 
actively” in the worship/liturgy of the Christian community. 
 Presenter: Fr. Charles Pottie-Pâté, sj, Doctor of Liturgy and Sacramental Theology;  
   Pastoral assistant at St. Ignatius Parish
 When:  Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. 
   January 17, 24 31;  Feb 7,14, 28; Mar 7.  (No presentation on February 21)
 Where: Education Centre, St. Ignatius Church, 255 Stafford St., Winnipeg

Nurturing the spirit
Challenging young minds

St. John Brebeuf
Catholic School 

Open House
Information Evening

Thursday, February 1, 2007, 7:00-8:00 p.m.
605 Renfrew Street, Winnipeg, MB  

489-2115
www.sjbcommunity.ca/school
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Catholics in dialogue 
with other faiths

In designing and present-
ing a 6 evening course 

entitled Catholics in Dia-
logue With Other Faiths at 
the St. Ignatius Education 
Centre, Fr. David Creamer, 
S.J. has opened the doors of 
ecumenism a little wider for 
over 60 students of diverse 
ages and backgrounds.
Several field trips were ar-

ranged as part of the course. 
After being welcomed 
warmly by Imam Dr. Hosni 
Azzabi and invited to join 
in prayer during a field trip 
to the Masjid in St. Vital, 
the Islamic Centre of Mani-
toba, several students com-
mented, “We don’t watch 
the news the same way 
anymore. The tragedy of 
violence in the Middle East 
is more personal; it hits 
harder.” The vast difference 
between religious extrem-
ists and true people of faith 
was never so obvious.
Fr. Creamer quoted Pope 

Benedict XVI’s address 
during a meeting with Mus-
lim representatives in Co-
logne 2005, “Interreligious 
and intercultural dialogue 
between Christians and 
Muslims cannot be reduced 
to an optional extra.... [it] is 
in fact a vital necessity, on 
which in large measure our 
future depends.” 
Through Creamer’s well-

illustrated powerpoint 
presentations, students re-
ceived an overview of many 
major faiths, their com-
monalities and their diver-
sities. The course covered 
the Abrahamic religions: 
Judaism, Christianity and 
Islam as well as Hinduism 
and Buddhism. The valid-
ity of such study is well 
supported in Nostra Aetate 
“The Catholic Church re-

jects nothing of what is true 
and holy in these religions. 
She regards with sincere 
reverence those ways of 
conduct and life, those pre-
cepts and teachings which, 
though differing in many 
aspects from the ones she 
holds and sets forth, none-
theless often reflect a ray of 
that Truth which enlightens 
all men.”
Students were greeted 

and instructed by Pun-
dit Vankrat Machiraju at 
the Hindu Temple. Pundit 
Machiraju had sung and 
translated a Hindu prayer 
for peace in nature and all 
life forms. at International 
Day of Peace celebrations 
at St. Ignatius on Sept. 21.
Rabbi Henry Balzer ex-

plained to the Catholics fill-
ing the pews at Etz Chayim 
Synagogue that the syna-
gogue has always been a 
place of gathering prayer 
and learning, an ideal place 
for dialogue. He empha-
sized that “true dialogue 
means listening to each 
other” and people of faith 

“try to live according to 
God’s will in the world”.
Accessibility and hospital-

ity enhanced this dialogue 
and enriched the under-
standing of Fr. Creamer’s 
students. Its importance is 
re-emphasized by every 
news cast. 
Fr. David Creamer, S.J. 

is program Coordinator 
of Catholic Studies at the 
University of Manitoba 
and Associate Professor in 
the Department of Religion 
and the Department of Ed-
ucational Administration, 
Foundations and Psychol-
ogy. He is also editor of 
Perspective, A Semi-annu-
al Publication on Catholic 
and Ignatian Thought and 
author of Guides For The 
Journey: John Macmurray, 
Bernard Lonnergan, James 
Fowler. He is working on 
a new book: Faith for the 
Third Millennium.

Contributed by 
Barbara Fawcett

Co-founded by Sr. Lesley and the late Sr. Geraldine MacNamara in 1976, Ross-
brook House has provided a safe haven for tens of thousands of children. 
“Children are not officially homeless,” writes Sister Lesley. “Otherwise, they’d be 

taken into custody.” 
But for many of the young people who visit Rossbrook House daily, it’s a “home 

away from home” that is always welcoming, and most importantly, safe. Open 365 
days of the year, Rossbrook house stays open all night, although children under 12 
are given a lift home at 9:30 p.m. 
“If their own home is not a safe place,” says Sacouman, “we will drive them to an 

aunt’s or a sister’s place, somewhere they feel comfortable.”
Rossbrook House is not a conventional shelter: it has no beds and offers no free 

meals. But the drop-in centre that serves as the heart of Rossbrook House offers a 
place where youth can meet their needs for socialization, recreation, personal devel-
opment, and crisis intervention. 
Dr. De Luca, a clinical psychologist, as well as a mother and grandmother, is a 1979 

graduate of The University of Winnipeg (BA (Hons.) ’79) and was already a parent 
when she started her studies there.
“So many of my professors were such wonderful role models,” says De Luca, who 

is now a professor of psychology at the University of Manitoba in Winnipeg.
 “I feel so gifted that I’m able to be a professor and work with young people,” says 

De Luca. “But the wonderment of seeing children who have experienced challenges 
in their lives and be able to overcome them and be resilient is the most gratifying of 
all.”
In addition to her research, which covers the spectrum of trauma that can occur 

to children, De Luca is also much sought after as a workshop lecturer, including 
presentations on such timely issues as divorce and children, fetal alcohol syndrome, 
children’s responses to terrorist attacks, and the warning signs of youth violence. 
Recently, De Luca was part of a delegation from the Catholic Women’s League that 

brought the issues of child safety, poverty, and human trafficking before the Prime 
Minister of Canada. “It was an incredible opportunity to take my research and have 
it help in a social policy kind of way,” says De Luca.
In conferring the award,  The University of Winnipeg Alumni Association President 

Jason Pusiewich said the association “is proud to have Rayleen as part of our family 
of alumni. Her list of accomplishments is remarkable. She has made her mark on 
every front, from her academic and professional work to her community spirit and 
personal leadership”

Courtesy of The University of Winnipeg, www.uwinnipeg.ca

Pundit Vankrat Machiraju leads discussion 
at the Hindu Temple.

St. Mary’s parishioners visit sister church at Ebb and Flow
Anyone who participat-

ed in the Mass of the 
Oils at St. Mary’s Cathedral 
last spring will remember 
the dancers from Ebb and 
Flow, located in the Dau-
phin Deanery on the shores 
of Ebb and Flow Lake. 
Denise Terpstra of St. 

Mary’s Cathedral men-
tioned to the Archbishop 
that the wonderful partici-
pation of this First Nations 
community in the liturgy 
of our Cathedral parish de-
served a return visit on our 
part. He encouraged her 
to take this on as part of 
our Church’s community-
building vision. 
Denise contacted Gladys 

Malcolm, the elder from 
this northern community 
in charge of the participa-
tion of the dancers at St. 
Mary’s Cathedral, as well 
their priest, Fr. Norberto 
Monton.

As a result, an invitation 
was extended to join the 
parishioners of the Ebb 
and Flow First Nation for a 
Sunday Mass in their home 
community.
So, on Oct. 1, 2006, De-

nise Terpstra, Paulo Amenta 
and eight other parishioners 
from St. Mary’s Cathedral 
travelled to Ebb and Flow. 
We were warmly greeted 

by Elvier Brunel, Gladys, 
and her granddaughters.
We noticed the pictures 

of the dancing group at the 
Chrism Mass  proudly dis-
played in the entrance of 
their Church, St. Joseph’s. 
The ‘backdrop’ of the altar 
is a beautiful painting done 
by a local artist and the tab-
ernacle is a teepee crafted 
in wood. 
Gladys and Fr. Norberto 

introduced us to the con-
gregation and thanked us at 
the beginning of Mass.

We were all very im-
pressed by the music led 
by a fiddler, an organist and 
two guitarists. After Mass 
we were invited to the 
church hall for a delicious 
lunch prepared by many 
different people in the com-
munity
This gave us time to visit 

and get to know everyone. 
We watched pictures of 
the Chrism Mass on a CD 
brought as a gift. Gladys 
took us on a tour of the area 
at the end of our visit.
Thank you so much for 

our invitation to your warm, 
beautiful community and 
parish.
Yes, we will be back to 

celebrate the Eucharist with 
our sister parish.
Our return trip to Winnipeg 

was made via the Grotto of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary in 
St. Rose du Lac.
Sharing the Sunday cel-

ebration of the Eucharist 
with a different community 
is one way of answering 

the call of the Archbishop 
to build a Church of Com-
munion.

Contributed by 
Mary LeMaître

Back row, from left,  Brian Woods, Denise Terpstra, Arthur Malcolm 
(Ebb/Flow), Kamla Narine, Mary LeMaitre, Ely Amenta, Angelita 
Maduro, Paulo Amenta, Fr. Norberto Monton, Gladys Malcolm (Ebb/
Flow) Front row: Benedicte LeMaitre, Fiorella Amenta, Beth Cam-
pomanes, Taryn McIver and Jane Mancheese (Ebb/Flow).

U of W Honours dedicated Catholic workers
Continued from page  8

World Day for Consecrated Life                    
Pope John Paul II established this observance on February 2 for the whole Church. 
The purpose of the day is “to help the entire Church to esteem ever more greatly the 
witness of those persons who have chosen to follow Christ by means of the practice 
of the evangelical counsels” as well as “to be  a suitable occasion for consecrated 
persons to renew their commitment and rekindle the fervour which should inspire 
their offering of themselves to the Lord”-(1997 message). 

If you would like to know more, please visit one of the following websites: 
 www.mts.net/~stbens    www.goodshepherdsisters.ca  
 www.missionaryoblatesisters.ca  www.sgm.mb.ca 
 www.jesuit.ca www.omi.ca



December 2006 

10, 11:00 a.m.: Mass at St. Benedict’s
13, 2:30 p.m.: Archdiocesan Finance Council Meeting
14, 10:00 am: Archdiocesan Council on Catholic Education Meeting
16, 10:00 a.m.: 10:00 am St. Edward’s Retreat
16, 6:45 p.m.: Mass at Stony Mountain Penitentary
17, 5:00 a.m.: Misa De Gallo at St. Edward’s Parish
Midnight Mass: St. Mary’s Cathedral
27, 5:30 p.m.: Priests’ Christmas Gathering at St. Peter’s
31, 5:00 p.m.: Mass at St. Ignatius

January 2007
11, 12:00 p.m.: Mass at the House of Peace
17,  9:00 a.m.: Mass at St Paul’s High School
18,   9:00 a.m.: Mass at St. Charles School
24-25.: CCCB Executive Ottawa
26, 6:30 p.m.: Misericordia Board Dinner
27, 6:00 p.m.:  St Paul’s College Alumni Dinner

February 2007
6, 2:30 p.m.: Council of Priests Meeting

Archbishop 
Weisgerber’s

Schedule
Archbishop James 

Weisgerber traveled to 
Rome twice during the fall. 
In September the Arch-

bishop was a speaker at 
a formation program for 
newly-appointed bishops, 
and in October Weisgerber 
attended the ad limina visit 
for meetings with Vatican  
officials and also a private 
meeting with Pope Bene-
dict XVI.
The ad limina visit is an 

event that each bishop in 
each diocese attends once 
every five years, on a ro-
tating basis. The bishops 
celebrate the Eucharist at 
the tombs of Saints Peter 
and Paul. Ad limina in latin 
means “to the threshold”; in 
this case, a visit to the ap-
ostolic basilica which con-
tains the apostles’ tombs. 
Weisgerber’s  visit took 
place October l to 13.
“It’s an opportunity also 

for the bishops of the west 
to spend two weeks togeth-
er to get to know each other 
and listen to each other and 
we had great discussions 
every night,” the Archbish-
op said upon his return.
“If we’re going to build a 

church of communion it’s 
very important that people 
know each other and that’s 
one of the purposes of the 
ad limina visit, to get to 
know who the Pope’s cen-
tral service people are, the 
people who lead the vari-
ous congregations. But it’s 
also equally important that 
they get to know who we 
are because they’re dealing 
with a universal church.”
Weisberger said that ad 

limina makes it clear to ev-
eryone that the Pope is very 
much in touch with the 

bishops and their churches.
“People think of the Pope 

as somehow above the 
church but he’s very much  
part of the church and his 
teaching and authority is 
very much placed within 
the church,” he said .
“He knows what’s go-

ing on and he’s in touch 
with the faith of each of 
the churches through their 
bishops and I think that’s 
very important for us. He’s 
not isolated at the top. Ev-
ery day he’s in contact with 
the bishops of one country 
after the other.”
Meanwhile, the Septem-

ber gathering, an annual 
event for bishops from 
around the world who have 
been appointed in the last 
12 months, is a 10-day 
program. On the last day, 
the bishops gather in conti-
nental groups to deal with 
themes relevant to that 
continent or group of con-

tinents. 
Weisgerber was the facili-

tator for a continental group 
which included about 25 
bishops from the Philip-
pines, Australia, the US and 
Canada, who comprise the 
English-speaking group.
The formation program 

for the newly-appointed 
bishops is intended to help 
them understand their role 
in a contemporary context, 
said Weisgerber.
“Bishops from different 

areas meeting other bish-
ops from different areas is 
a good experience,” said 
Weisgerber. “It is a positive 
thing. When beginning a 
new vocation in the church 
it is good to meet with oth-
ers who are in the position. 
It is an enriching experi-
ence.”

Contributed by 
James Buchok

Pope very much in touch 
with faith of each church 
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Archbishop Weisgerber presents his homily 
while celebrating the mass of  the Assump-
trion of  Mary at the St. Laurent Grotto, Sun., 
Aug. 13. Approximately 400 pilgrims attend-
ed. Photo by Terry Meindl.

Brandon Serra Club Sponsors
Appreciation Evening for

Brandon Deanery

The Brandon Serra Club sponsored an 
Appreciation Evening for the Clergy and 
Religious of  the Brandon Deanery on 
Wednesday, Oct. 18, 2006. Above, from 
left, Deacon John MacKenzie, Ken Fox, 
past vice-president Saskatchewan and 
Manitoba, Fr. Gerald Langevin, Director of  
Vocations for the Winnipeg Archdiocese, 
guest speaker Father Art Seaman, Bran-
don Serra President Beverley Hicks, Bran-
don Serra Chaplain Fr. Dominic Yuen and 
Pastoral Assistant Father Raju Madanu.

At the end of  August, Father Darrin Gurr, 
Pastor of  St. Gianna’s Parish went on pil-
grimage to St. Gianna’s birthplace, Magen-
ta, Italy.  While he was there he met St. Gi-
anna’s husband, Pietro and her daughther 
Gianna.  St. Gianna’s family gave Fr. Dar-
rin a relic of  the saint for the parish church 
which is to be built in south-west Winni-
peg.  For more information on St. Gianna’s 
life go to www.saintgianna.ca.

Parish Pastor makes 
pilgrimage to the 

birthplace of St. Gianna

On Saturday September 23rd, parishioners of  
St. Joseph’s Church in Boissevain put on their 
work clothes and gathered their paint brush-
es and ladders to spruce up their Church. The 
steeple and entrance were sanded and re-
stained, cement was poured to fix the weath-
ered steps, and the interior was thoroughly 
vacuumed, pews polished, and windows 
cleaned. This was a testimony to the steward-
ship and community spirit that exists at St. 
Joseph’s. 

Parishioners pitch in at 
St. Joseph’s, Boissevain

Archbishop Weisgerber, front, middle, attended the tenth annual  
Cry of  the Poor Interfaith Peace Prayer Gathering Sat., Sept, 2 at 
Our Lady of  Perpetual Help parish hall.


