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Week of 
prayer for 
Christian

Unity

Kateri Tekakwitha Aboriginal 
Catholic Parish in Winnipeg 

presented its third annual Tree of 
Love during Advent and Christ-
mas.
For a donation of $5 the name of  

a loved one, living or deceased, 
was added to the Tree of Love in 
the form of a paper decoration, 
in the shape of a Christmas tree 
lightbulb, which was added to 
a large ‘tree’ created on a cloth 
background on a wall in the par-
ish church.
Parishioners prayed for all those 

represented on the Tree of Love 
at all Masses through Advent and 
Christmas.
There were about 130 names on 

the Tree of Love, more than in the 
previous years, said Pastor Fran-
cois Paradis and the funds raised 
will be used for the general needs 
of the parish. 
Pastoral Coordinator Shawna 

Lavallee said the idea for the 
Tree of Love came to a parishio-
ner three years ago while she was 
decorating the parish for Christ-
mas.

Information on the parish web-
site explains that Kateri was es-
tablished initially as a mission to 
serve the spiritual needs of Ab-
original peoples in Winnipeg. 
It was founded at the Bosco 

Centre run by the Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate (O.M.I.) on Is-
abel Street. This was a storefront 
providing a drop-in centre for 
informal gatherings, where Mass 
was celebrated, and where cloth-
ing and meals were provided for 
those in need, as well as a warm 
atmosphere.
Over time a group began to de-

sire a parish. In 1979, Cardinal 
Flahiff and J.P. Aubry, Oblate 
Provincial, and Sacré Coeur Par-
ish were approached and agreed 
to assist in establishing the new 
aboriginal parish. Sacré Coeur 
graciously shared their parish 
space.
On August 1, 1991 the parish 

moved into its own premises at 
794 Ellice. Archbishop Adam 
Exner who as bishop of Winni-
peg helped arrange financing and 
greatly encouraged the commu-

nity, dedicated the church.
Kateri Tekakwitha was born in 

1656 in what is now upper New 
York state, of a Christian Algon-
quin mother and of a Mohawk 
baptized a Christian, and she de-
voted her life to the faith. 
In 1660, an epidemic of small-

pox deprived Tekakwitha of her 
parents, but spared her, although 
she had been left with a scarred 
face and impaired eyesight. 
In 1675, she was baptized Kateri 

or Catherine Tekakwitha by Fa-
ther James de Lamberville, S.J., 
at  St. Peter’s Mission at Caugh-
nawagal, New France, later Que-
bec,
In 1677 she went to the Mis-

sion of St. Francis Xavier on the 
St. Lawrence and died there of ill 
health in 1680 at age 24. 
On January 3, 1943, Pope Pius 

XII  approved the decree declar-
ing her “Venerable.” In 1980, 
Pope John Paul II advanced her 
to the ranks of the “Blessed.” 

Contributed by James Buchok

At the conclusion of  the service at Lutheran Church of  the Cross, 
worshippers came forward to be anointed with perfumed oil.

Rev. Anthony Korewa 
1917-2007

The annual Week of 
Prayer for Christian 

Unity was celebrated in 
Winnipeg with a week long 
Festival of Prayer.
The theme for the 2007 

Week of Prayer was Be 
Opened , He even makes the 
deaf to hear and the mute to 
speak (Mark 7:37). 
The Week brought Chris-

tians together to pray and 
strive for unity, and join 
together in responding to 
human suffering.
The 2007 Festival of 

Prayer began with a city-
wide ecumenical worship 
service Sun. Jan. 21 at Lu-
theran Church of the Cross 
on Arlington Street. 
About 150 people at-

tended the opening cel-
ebration led by a host of 
church leaders, including 
Archbishop Weisgerber, 
and experienced the differ-
ent Christian traditions that 
were to follow in the night-
ly services held throughout 
the Festival of Prayer.
The service began with 

a welcome by co-chairs, 

Sister Valerie Sander, Ecu-
menical Liaison, Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church in 
Canada, and Rev. Robert 
Polz, Ecumenical Liaison 
of the Archdiocese of Win-
nipeg.
An ecumenical choir was 

led by Michele Barr, as-
sisted by Will Janssen.
The introduction was fol-

lowed by a Taizé chant, 
sung by the choir and as-
sembly. 
During the chant a large 

cross was carried in by 
young people and placed 
prominently at the front of 

the church where the cross 
bearers remained, praying 
during a period of silence. 
The cross was displayed at 
each of the services during 
the week to follow.
The service consisted of 

prayers and readings and 
a sermon delivered by Dr. 
Marva J. Dawn. a Christian 
theologian, author, musi-
cian and educator from 
Vancouver, Washington.
Intercessions were led by 

Archbishop Weisgerber 
and were followed by fur-
ther intercessions spoken 
in German, French, Yoru-

ba, Swahili, Dutch, Span-
ish, Filipino, Ukrainian 
and Portuguese.
The service closed with 

words of thanks and bless-
ing from Major Wilbert J. 
Abbott, Divisional Com-
mander, Manitoba and 
Northwest Ontario Divi-
sion, The Salvation Army; 
Right Reverend Donald 
Philips, Bishop of the Dio-
cese of Rupert’s Land, An-
glican Church of Canada 
and  Bishop Elaine Sauer.

Contributed by 
James Buchok

Reverend Anthony Thad-
deus Korewa, pastor of 

St. Hedwig’s Parish in Bran-
don and a Priest of the Arch-
diocese of Winnipeg died at 
Brandon Hospital on Jan. 2, 
2007 after a brief illness.
  On Jan. 4 his funeral was 

celebrated at St. Hedwig’s 
Parish in the presence of 
many parishioners, friends 
and brother priests.  During 
his homily, Archbishop Weis-
gerber recalled fond memories of Father Korewa whom 
he described as a “very private individual and faithful 
priest.”  Afterwards at the luncheon at St. Augustine’s 
Parish people reminisced about Fr. “Tony” and the quiet 
impact he had on their lives.
Father Korewa was born in Warsaw, Poland on March 

14, 1917.  Father Korewa was ordained on December 6, 
1952 for the diocese of Chetmno, Poland at Basilique 
Sacre-Coeur in Paris, France.  
Later he came to Canada and worked in Alberta before 

coming to the Archdiocese of Winnipeg where he was 
eventually incardinated on August 14, 1977.
Fr. Korewa was pre-deceased by his parents Bronislaw 

and Helen (nee Turobinska) Korewa and  his sister Helen 
Korewa.
Father Korewa served a number of parishes in the Arch-

diocese including: Corpus Christi Parish in Winnipegosis 
(1971-1974), St. Elizabeth’s Parish in Polonia (1974-
1985), Immaculate Conception Parish in Fisher Branch 
(1985-1992), Immaculate Conception Parish in Rivers 
(1992-1999) and St. Hedwig’s Parish in Brandon since 
1992.
On Jan. 5 Father Korewa was laid to rest in the priest’s 

section of Assumption Cemetery in Winnipeg.

Fr. Anthony Korewa

Kateri Tekakwitha’s Tree of Love 

Kateri Tekakwitha’s Pastor Francois Paradis and 
Pastoral Coordinator Shawna Lavallee.
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Upcoming Events • February/March 2007

February 2007
11: World Day of  the Sick
The Catholic Organization for Life and Family (COLF) 
has published a new leaflet entitled “Living, Suffer-
ing and Dying …what for?” This reflection responds 
to the ongoing debate in Canadian society about the 
legalization of euthanasia and assisted suicide. COLF 
is co-sponsored by the Canadian Conference of Catho-
lic Bishops (CCCB) and the Supreme Council of the 
Knights of Columbus. For more information go to 
http://www.cccb.ca/site/index.php?lang=eng

9-11: Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter (WWME) is a week-
end experience that provides married couples with the 
opportunity to learn loving communication techniques 
that they can use for the rest of their lives. The next 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend is February 
9-11,2007.  For more information and to apply, please 
contact Tony & Rosemary VanRosmalen @ 204-895-
9209 or checkout our website www.wwmecanada.org. 

11- 18: Celebrating Marriage Week,
Many communities and churches are actively involved 
in focusing on celebrating marriage in a variety of cre-
ative ways. When we look around our church we see in-
dividuals who have gone through the pain of separation 
and/or divorce.  There are excellent marriage programs 
and workshops available to help married couples. Some 
churches provide a special blessing for married couples 
and others are inviting couples to renew their marriage 
vows. The Brandon Ministerial Association has a vari-
ety of creative means to assist couples celebrate mar-
riage.  Contact Deacon John MacKenzie at 727-4728.

19: Serena Manitoba family planning class 
Serena Manitoba is in its 30th year of service. You can 
participate in our ongoing classes on natural family 
planning in the areas of fertility awareness, preparing 
for marriage, within marriage, after childbirth, or pre-
menopause. Contact us at 783-0091 in Winnipeg, toll-
free 1-866-317-5362, or serenamb@mts.net. Check out 
our link to Serena Canada at serenamb.wordpress.com.

23-24: Dr. Carol Razza will speak at 
Blessed John XXIII Parish
Dr. Raza is a faculty member at St. Vincent de Paul 
Seminary & psychotherapist in Florida. He will speak 
and minister at a conference at Blessed John XXIII 
Parish.  For more information call CCRS 895-7544 or 
ccrs@catholicrenewalservices.com

March 2007

9 and 10 Blessed Sacrament Parish pres-
ents ‘Knock’em Dead’ a comedy\you-solve-it 
mystery. Show dates and times are March 9 and 10 at 
6:30pm with cocktails available starting at 6:00pm. A 
full 3 course dinner is included. Tickets are assigned 
seating and will be available at the parish hall (710 Roa-
noke St. in Transcona) Feb. 17 from 9:30am till noon or 

by calling the parish office at 224-1669 after Feb. 17. 
Cost of tickets is $25.

9th at 7:30 p.m  and 11th at 1:00 p.m
Lenten Retreat with Sister Jose Hobday, OSF 
“Fire in the Belly, Flame around the Heart, Sparks for 
the Mind” at St. Benedict’s Retreat Centre. Sister Jose 
Hobday, OSF is a Seneca elder and a Franciscan from 
Tucson, AZ. A profound storyteller and sage full of 
wisdom and humor, her latest books are Simple Living: 
The Path to Joy and Freedom and Stories of Awe and 
Abundance.  Private Room  $215, Shared Room $195, 
Commuter $120 Call: 339-1705

17, 1:00 - 5:00 pm
Contemplative Outreach United in Prayer 
Day at St. Benedict’s Retreat Centre. Celebrate the 
worldwide network of Contemplative Outreach united 
in a single bond of Centering Prayer around the globe.  
The afternoon will include a new video by Father 
Thomas Keating plus the practice of Centering Prayer 
and dialogue.  Cost: $15 Call: 339-1705

22 (5:00 pm) - 25 (6:30 pm) 
Sabbath 2007: Retreat for Young Adults in 
Ministry at St. Benedict’s Retreat Centre. Renew your 
relationship with God as you join a small ecumenical 
community of young adult (ages 18-40) to dwell in the 
presence of God.  Led by Michael Hryniuk, Ph.D. Cost: 
$75* (subsidized by St. Benedict’s Foundation and oth-
er donors.)  Call: 339-1705

31: One-Day Prison Retreat
A chance to Live out part of Matthew 25. Sign-up must 
be completed by February 28,2007. For more informa-
tion, contact Ron Storozuk at 257-9636. 

April 2007
14: Stepping out of  the Boat
Risking new approaches to conflict (for church leaders). 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Micah House Catholic Centre for 
Social Justice, 1039 Main St. Winnipeg. For informa-
tion or to register Contact Dianna Robson at 452-2227, 
ext. 227. Presented by Congregational Peacebuilding 
Partners, a project of CMU’s Institute for Community 
Peacebuilding. 

May 2007
7-9 Talking About the Tough Stuff: Using 
Dialogue to Deal with Difficult Issues in 
the Church. A workshop for pastors, denomina-
tional staff and lay leaders with Susan Nienaber of the 
Albin Institute. Workshop to be held at Canadian Men-
nonite University, 500 Shaftesbury Blvd, Winnipeg. 
$270 before April 30, $295 after May 1.Includes lunch 
and coffee. Discounts for three or more from the same 
congregation. For information contact Dianna Robson, 
452-2227, ext. 227, e-mail: drobson@archwinnipeg.ca. 
To see a brochure go to www.archwinnipeg.ca, click 
Diocesan Offices, click Human Resources and click 
Congregational Peace Building.

Archdiocese of Winnipeg and Novalis  
invite Pastors, administrators, coordinators, cathechists and 

parents to an in-service workshop for the new 

Novalis Confirmation Program

Come Spirit of God Alive in the Spirit
Fri., April 27, 2007  OR  Sat., April 28, 2007  10:00a.m. to 3:30p.m.    

Saint Paul the Apostle Church Hall  2400 Portage Ave. 
Cost: $20.00  Lunch is provided.

Contact: Margaret Craddock
Phone: (204)452-2227 ext. 243 Fax: (204)453-8326

e-mail: mcraddock@archwinninpeg.ca

The Archdiocese of Winnipeg is working in con-
junction with the Center for Ministry Development 
to provide youth leadership training for teams of 
youth and adults. By sponsoring YouthLeader, the 
Archdiocese of Winnipeg is making this interna-
tional youth leadership training program available 
to local parishes and schools.   

Archdiocese of 
Winnipeg hosts 

YouthLeader 2007!

will be held:
Monday Aug. 13, 1:00 p.m. - 

Friday Aug. 17, 3:00 p.m., 2007
At the Canadian Mennonite 

University Campus, 
500 Shaftesbury Blvd., Winnipeg

Who should attend?
• Young people (who have completed grade 9/ 
 S1) and adults (over 21) who are currently 
 involved in leadership, or who will be assum- 
 ing leadership roles, in their parish, school or  
 community.
• Registration will only be accepted in teams.  
 Each team must be made up of at least one
 adult for every five young people.

Registration & Cost
To register your team: 
Call: 452-2227, ext. 350
E-mail: youthleaderarchwinnipeg@gmail.com
Visit: www.archwinnipeg.ca
Cost: Youth or adult $260 per person (includes 
accomodations, meals, program resources)
Registration deadline: April 30, 2007

What is YouthLeader?
YouthLeader provides a team approach to Chris-
tian leadership formation that integrates Chris-
tian spirituality and ministry skills.  The purpose 
of YouthLeader is to empower young people for 
Christian leadership in the Church and the wider 
community.  
The program is based on these principles: 
• The voice of youth must be heard if we are to 
 announce the Good News to its fullest. 
• Youth have gifts and charisms to share in
 leadership and ministry.
• Youth who are striving to be young disciples 
 deserve training and support. 
• Adults make a crucial difference in 
 sponsoring youth as leaders by readying the  
 community and providing ongoing support. 

YouthLeader includes a five-day insti-
tute that will prepare youth, with the 
support of adults, in taking leadership 
of their lives and choices, training youth 
to be leaders in various ministries and 
forming youth to bring their Christian 
values to their leadership roles.  
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Catholic Schools Week Feb. 11 to 16
A commitment to social justice “For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was 

naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’  Matthew 25: 35-36

St. Edward’s School par-
ticipates in a variety of 

social justice projects each 
school year. Food drives 
for Winnipeg Harvest, col-
lecting for the United Way 
and UNICEF, and our an-
nual Hunger Meal all help to 
raise the social awareness of 
our staff and students.
Over the past several years, 

St. Edward’s School has also 
been committed to bring-
ing joy to seniors.  Every 
December, our school choir 

visits the seniors’ homes in 
the community.  
The children in all of the 

grades donate gifts and 
make cards for the residents.  
Many seniors have told us 
that the visit from our chil-
dren is the highlight of their 
Christmas season.  
These visits show the chil-

dren how important it is to 
share their love with oth-
ers.  The Gospel message, 
“Love one another as I have 
loved you” comes alive for 

the children as they greet the 
seniors.  
They are able to see first 

hand how showing kindness 
to a stranger does make a 

difference.
Linda Doyle
Principal
St. Edward’s School

St. Edward’s School 
Christian service projects

The staff and students 
of St. Maurice School 

are committed  to service to 
others, especially to those 
who are less fortunate.
Staff and students twice 

monthly hold colour and 
jeans days to raise funds to 
support charitable organiza-
tions. Approximately three 
thousand dollars is raised 
annually, which monies is 
donated to organizations 

such as the Vincent de Paul 
Society, the Missionary Sis-
ters of Charity and the Holy 
Childhood Association. 
Events are held annually 

to financially support  Jump 
Rope For Heart and the MS 
Read-a-thon. 
Another popular endeav-

our is Project Love, an an-
nual event in which teach-
ers and students purchase 
individual kits of school 

supplies to be distributed to 
needy students in African 
countries.
This past Christmas stu-

dents made a donation of 
$1,000 to the society. Every 
year around Thanksgiving 
each student in the school 
donates a non-perishable 
food item to be donated to 
the Vincent de Paul food 
bank. At Christmas the staff 
and students from Grade 7 

to 12 collect and distrib-
ute hampers for the poor 
within the parish and the 
wider community.
Yet another example 

of community service is 
the weekly visitations of 
primary and elementary 
classes to the Golden 
Door Seniors Home 
which is adjacent to the 

school.
Every Tuesday morning 

one of the classes visits 
the residents and entertains 
them with readings, recita-
tions and musical perfor-
mances.
We are now in preparation 

for upcoming annual events 
including Lenten Fast and 
the St. Vincent de Paul Pan-
cake Breakfast.  Every year, 
both of these activities raise 
thousands of dollars to help 
the less fortunate in our city 
and around the world.
In the community, several 

students are actively in-
volved in one of the inner 
city’s busiest soup kitchens, 
the Missionaries of Charity 
in the North End, helping 
out the sisters one Satur-
day a month. Students and 

teachers are involved with 
serving food, washing dish-
es and occasionally helping 
with meal preparation. We 
are also proud of our doz-
ens of volunteers who have 
given many hours in local 
parishes, hospitals and con-
valescent homes.
Being a student at St. Mau-

rice involves more than ac-
ademics.  Instilling Chris-
tian values in our pupils is 
a priority in our school and 

this is partly accomplished 
through the good works in 
which the students become 
involved and engaged.  Ac-
tive participation in Chris-
tian Service opportunities 
helps our young men and 
women recognize how to 
put their faith into action.

Giuseppi Caligiuri
Principal
St. Maurice School

St. Maurice School, committed to serving the community

St. Jean Brebeuf School  
helps feed the hungry 

At St. Paul’s High School our 
Mission is “to educate stu-

dents as whole persons to become 
‘men for others’ and so assist the 
Church in building the Kingdom 
of God.” 
We ask our students to model 

themselves on Jesus Christ, the 
Man for Others, calling them to 
become competent, conscien-
tious and compassionate people 
who will dedicate their lives to 
leadership through service and 
cooperation with others in order 
to praise, reverence and serve 
God. We ask them to consider the 
gospel values of love, faith, peace 
and justice through not only 
through the academic curriculum 
but also through the broader cur-

riculum which invites students to 
participate in service and chari-
table outreach programs.
Each year our Grade 10 and 

11 students are required to par-
ticipate in the Christian Service 
program through which they cor-
porately provide over 9000 hours 
of community service to the Win-
nipeg community by visiting Se-
niors in care homes, assisting in 
bringing patients to religious ser-
vices or visiting patients in hos-
pitals, volunteering at agencies 
such as Winnipeg Harvest or the 
Immaculate Conception Parish 
Drop-In, teaching catechism in 
parishes, tutoring in elementary 
schools, volunteering at commu-
nity centres and in programs such 

as Special 
O l y m p i c s . 
Many stu-
dents con-
tinue their 
service vol-
untarily af-
ter Grade 11 
and greatly 
exceed the 

number of required hours.
Through student leadership 

groups such as the Student Coun-
cil and the Maroon and White 
Society, every year St. Paul’s stu-
dent leaders help to remind their 
peers of the needs of those less 
fortunate in the local community 
and across the world by organiz-
ing a wide variety of charitable 

outreach initiatives. This year, 
for example, the Student Coun-
cil raised over $6000 for Cancer 
Care Manitoba’s Guardian An-
gels Program for Breast Cancer 
research. The Maroon and White 
Society, a group of service lead-
ers chosen by their peers and 
the Faculty, have organized two 
Mission Weeks that are meant to 
educate their peers about social 
justice and the importance of as-
sisting the needy. In the first Mis-
sion Week over $1700 was raised 
for the Braveheart Foundation, a 
Canadian-based organization led 
in part by Jason Dudek an alum-
nus from the Class of 1999, which 
provides a youth shelter for the 
victims of war in Sierra Leone. 

In the second Mission Week over 
$1800 was raised for the Ghandi 
Ashram School, a Canadian Je-
suit International initiative that 
educates the poor near Darjeeling 
India. In addition, the Maroon 
and White Society organized a 
“Coats for Kids” campaign that 
saw over one hundred coats and 
$400 donated to the campaign. 
They have also facilitated the 
donation of over 23 hampers 
to needy families through the 
Christmas Cheer Board.

Tom Lussier
Principal
St. Paul’s High School

Service and Social Justice an Integral Part of the St. Paul’s Curriculum

Tom Lussier

St. Edward’s students wrap gifts while visiting 
seniors in the community at Christmas.

Students from 
K- 12 donated 
mitts, toques 
and scarves 
to the Immac-
ulate Concep-
tion Centre. 

‘Instilling 
Christian 
values in 
our pupils 
is a prior-
ity in our 
school.’

Working in the bread room at Winnipeg Harvest.

St. Jean Brebeuf grade five students made a field trip 
to Winnipeg Harvest on Friday, Dec. 8, 2006.  The 

intention of our field trip:  We go to share more than 
food, we go to share our joyfulness with others.
World Food Day, Oct. 16, was marked by our students 

with an Empty Bowls event that raised $400 to help 
fight hunger. Students in grades six, seven and eight 
joined with their teachers and parents in a simple meal 
of soup, bread and water. 
Catherine Kelly, principal, St. Jean Brebeuf School

SJB Empty Bowls event raised $400.
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From the Director

As the new Director of Catholic Education for the Archdiocese of 
Winnipeg Catholic Schools, I am very proud of the good works car-

ried out by the school communities in our Archdiocese. 
The prophet Micah reminds each and every one of us that God calls us 

to do justice, love others, be kind, and walk humbly. Service to others is 
an important component in the faith development of a person as it is a 
powerful process by which our hearts and minds are shaped and aligned 
with God’s plan for his people. Community service in a Catholic school 
setting is not just part of being a good citizen, but is the necessary out-
come of a lived faith. It is fundamental in helping students develop their 
core values and moral reasoning.

The Catholic Schools in Manitoba have integrated service learning 
across the curriculum so that it is an integral part of the life of the school. 
Students learn that they are part of society and that they can make a dif-
ference. Discussion can turn into action. Moral reasoning can be turned 
into moral action. Service then becomes a mutually transforming process 
that promotes justice for others and character development for the ones 
who serve. Students develop a wider view of the world and compassion 
for others. The student moves beyond their life experiences and begin to 
see things in a different light. Community service that is performed and 
reflected upon in the context of faith creates a reciprocal relationship of 
profound value.

I have spent the last seventeen years working in Catholic schools in 
Manitoba, first as a teacher and then as a principal. I have been truly 
blessed to see first hand the transformation that service learning can have 
with students. One only has to see the faces and hear the comments to 
understand. Lives can easily be influenced and changed by the actions of 
others and things that you do for others. How wonderful is this process 
when we are aware of God’s presence and that it is part of his plan for 
us.

The great things that are happening in our Catholic Schools today are 
the result of the tremendous effort and sacrifice on the part of untold 
numbers of pastors, religious, teachers, principals, parents, volunteers, 
and Church officials. We are teaching our children to do justice, to love 
kindness, and to walk humbly with their God. Thank you for all that each 
of you does to support and advance Catholic education in the Archdio-
cese.

God Bless 
Robert Praznik

From Archbishop Weisgerber
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Building a church of communion is our 
goal and vision for the next ten years. 

This church  involves the 155,000 Catho-
lics who live in the Archdiocese, our good 
works, parishes and institutions. Our Catho-
lic Schools, which are an important part of 
our local church, contribute to this vision of 
communion. The excellence of education and 
the quality of alumni speak to this fact.
I am grateful to all who are investing in 

Catholic education. Know that this sacrifice you make helps to build our 
Church of Communion.

Sincerely in Christ, 

+ V. James Weisgerber
Archbishop of Winnipeg

Holy Ghost  (K-8) Open House  Mr. David Hood
333 Selkirk Ave. February 16th, 6:00 p.m. 582-1053

Our Lady of Victory (K-8) Open House Mr. Alex Cap
249 Arnold St. Feb. 27th, 6:30 p.m. 452-7632

St. Charles (K - 8) Open House Mr. Robert Morrison
331 St. Charles Ave. February 20, 7:00 p.m. 837-1520

St. Edward’s (K - 6) Ongoing registration for Ms. Linda Doyle
836 Arlington St. all grades 774-8773

St. Ignatius (K - 8) Ongoing registration for Mr. Richard Querat
239 Harrow St. all grades 475-1386

St. John Brebeuf  (K - 8) Ongoing registration for Ms. Kitty Kelly
605 Renfrew St. all grades 489-2115

St. Mary’s Academy (7-S4) Ongoing registration for Mrs. Connie Yunyk
550 Wellington Cres. all grades 477-0244

St. Maurice (K-S4) Open House Mr. Giuseppi Caligiuri
1639 Pembina Hwy. February 15th, 7:30 p.m. 452-2873 

St. Paul’s High School (S1-4) Contact the school for  Mr. Jason Brennan
2200 Grant Ave. registration information 831-2300

St. Augustine’s (K - 8) Contact the school for Ms. Betty Howell
330 - 3rd St., Brandon registration information (204)729-3285 

 2007/08 Registration information 
and Open House events

Interested in a teaching position in 
one of our Catholic schools?

Applicants are invited to send resumes to the Director of Catholic 
Education.  Archdiocese of Winnipeg Catholic schools are mem-
bers of the  applytoteach network.  Applicants interested in em-
ployment with our schools will find job openings posted electroni-
cally at applytoteach.ca.  

“ With what shall I come before you 
Lord, and bow myself before God on 
High?... He has told you, O mortal, 

What is good; and what does the Lord 
require of you but to do justice, and 

to love kindness, and to walk humbly 
with your God.”

Micah 6: 6-8

St.  Mary ’s  Ac ademy
EDUCATING YOUNG WOMEn within a catholic faith community

550 Wellington Crescent • Winnipeg MB • R3M 0C1 • 204.477.0244 • www.stmarysacademy.mb.ca

A community of learning, faith and service
                                      ... this is my school. 

Students at St. Mary’s Academy know that education is more than just opening 
a book. It’s being part of a community that encourages academic excellence, 
spiritual growth, athletic and artistic ability. It’s developing the skills and 
self confidence to become the best person they can be.

SMAAn advantage for life.

Robert Praznik

ST. EDWARD’S SCHOOL
REGISTRATION 2007- 08 
SCHOOL YEAR
Beginning in January 2007, St. Edward’s School will be ac-
cepting registrations for the fall kindergarten class.  Parents 
may also put their children’s names on the waiting list for 
grades 1 – 6.  If you would like to receive a registration pack-
age, please call the school at 774-8773 between the hours of 
8:00 a.m. & 4:00 p.m.  Visits to the school may be arranged by 
speaking with the Principal.
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February 11th – 16th, 2007
Catholic Schools Day 
February 16, 2007

Featured Speaker:  Fr. Mark Miller 

Born and raised in Edmonton, Fr. 
Mark has been a Redemptorist 

priest since 1975.  He received his 
doctorate in Christian Ethics in 1992 
from the University of Notre Dame 
after which he was appointed the di-
rector of the Redemptorist Bioethics 
Consultancy.  He has worked in the 
field of medical ethics since then.
Fr. Mark lives in Saskatoon where 

he works half-time as a 
bioethicist for St. Paul’s 
Hospital and the Saska-
toon Health Region. He 
teaches bioethics at every 
level of health care:  hos-

pitals, long term care facilities, home 
care, public health, research, etc.  He is 
a member of seven ethics committees 
across the province of Saskatchewan. 

He teaches a Religious Studies course 
on bioethics at St. Thomas More Col-
lege and assists with the ethics course 
for medical students at the University 
of Saskatchewan. He has authored two 
books, writes regular columns on bio-
ethical issues for the Prairie Messen-
ger and the Liguorian magazine, and 
has developed four videos on ethical 
issues.

Topic: Understanding Health Care Directives 
in the context of our Catholic Faith

Time: Eucharistic Celebration, 9:00 a.m., Fr. Mark Tarrant, celebrant
 Location: St. Paul the Apostle Church, 2400 Portage Ave.
 Program, 10:45 a.m.

Public Session: Feb. 15, 7 p.m., St. Mary’s Academy, Alumnae Hall

Captain Miles MacDonell Assembly #370 
31st Annual Dinner & Draw in support of 

Catholic Parochial School Education
St. Ignatius School will be the 2007 

recipient of the funds raised
 Date: Wednesday, April 25th, 2007 
 Time: 6:00 p.m. Cocktail Hour with Dinner and Draw to follow.
 Location: Blessed John XXIII Parish Auditorium
  3390 Portage Ave., Winnipeg
 Cost: Dinner & Draw ticket $50.00. Draw only ticket $25.00 
  ($25.00 tax receipt to be provided) 

Limited ticket printing of 300. 
 For Tickets: Call St. Ignatius School Office at 475-1386 

 Last year’s recipient, St John Brebeuf School,
received $7300.00 for their school operational activities and to 
date approx. $20,000.00 has been raised for Catholic Schools.

Open House
Tuesday, Feb. 27th, 2007

6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
PreK to Grade 8

Register Today - Limited Space
452-7632  

204-452-7632 or Fax 204-453-3081
E-Mail: olv@shawbiz.ca  Web page: www.victoryedu.com

Our Lady Of Victory School
249 Arnold Ave.

Winnipeg, Manitoba
R3W 0L5

 

Fr. Mark Miller

Welcome to the Community of

St. John Brebeuf
“A community which facilitates ongoing

spiritual growth and education”

St. John Brebeuf Church
Roman Catholic Parish

Our parish offers a wide range of Sacramental 
preparation programs, Christian Service initiatives, 
spiritual support groups, and community building 
opportunities for people of all ages.

Come and join our vibrant and growing circle of faith!
1707 John Brebeuf Place, Winnipeg, Manitoba  R3N 2A2
Tel: (204) 488-4467, Fax: (204) 489-6097, E-Mail: info@sjbcommunity.ca

For more information about St. John Brebeuf Parish, and Mass Times, please visit: 
www.sjbcommunity.ca

SJB Alumni and Parishioners are invited to the 

St. John Brebeuf 50th Anniversary Homecoming Weekend
May 24-27, 2007
Visit: www.sjbcommunity.ca or call 488-4467

St. John Brebeuf Catholic School
Nurturing the spirit. Challenging young minds.

Providing excellence in academic, spiritual and 
physical education in a caring Christian environment.

• Kindergarten to Grade 8 • Convenient central location
• Before & After School Care • Open to other faiths
• Music, P.E., Computer & French programs

Accepting applications for all grades for the 2007/08 year
605 Renfrew Street, Winnipeg, Manitoba  R3N 2A2
For more information, call 489-2115 
or email info@sjbcommunity.ca

For more information about St. John Brebeuf 
Catholic School, please visit:
www.sjbcommunity.ca/school

St. John Brebeuf
“A community which facilitates ongoing

spiritual growth and education”

C e l e b r a t i n g 5 0 Y e a r s  o f  F a i t h
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1495 Pembina Hwy., Winnipeg, Manitoba R3T 2C6
 Phone: 452-2227 Fax: 453-8236
E-mail: awcs@archwinnipeg.ca  Website: www.archwinnipeg.ca

Director of Catholic Education: Jerome Cranston
Assistant to the Director: Sheila Forbes

Holy Ghost School 
333 Selkirk Ave., Winnipeg   
Phone: 582-1053             Fax: 582-4870
www.holyghostschool.ca
Principal: David Hood
Pastor: Rev. Maciej Pajak, O.M.I. 

St. Charles Catholic School
331 St. Charles Street, Winnipeg
Phone: 837-1520  Fax: 837-2326
www.stcharlescatholicschool.ca
Principal: Robert Morrison 
Pastoral Coordinator: Sr. Emma Berard, m.o.
Pastors & Pastoral Administrators: 
St. Charles: Rev. Terance McGrath
St. Paul the Apostle: Rev. Mark Tarrant, 
Our Lady of  Perpetual Help:
 Rev. Barry Schoonbaert
Blessed John XXIII: 
 Msgr. Maurice Comeault, 
St. Anne’s: Sr. Alice Konefall, snjm, 
 Pastoral Administrator 

St. Ignatius School
239 Harrow Street, Winnipeg                                                                                            
Phone: 475-1386 Fax: 475-3961
www.stignatius.winnipeg.mb.ca
Principal: Richard Querat  
Pastor: Rev. Brian Massie, SJ                         
        

St. Mary’s Academy
550 Wellington Crescent, Winnipeg                                                                                  
Phone:  477-0244  Fax: 453-2417
www.stmarysacademy.mb.ca
Director: Sister Susan Wikeem, snjm
Principal: Connie Yunyk                                    

St. Paul’s High School
2200 Grant Avenue, Winnipeg                                                   
Phone: 831-2300  Fax: 831-2340
www.stpauls.mb.ca
President: Rev. Alan Fogarty SJ
Principal: Tom Lussier  

Our Lady of  Victory School
249 Arnold Avenue, Winnipeg 
Phone: 452-7632 Fax: 453-3081  
www.victoryedu.com
Principal: Alexander Cap
Pastor: Rev. Boguslaw Wardzinski

St. Edward’s School
836 Arlington Street, Winnipeg  
Phone: 774-8773  Fax: 775-0011
Principal: Linda Doyle  
Pastor: Rev. Vicente Tungolh   

St. John Brebeuf  School
605 Renfrew Street, Winnipeg
Phone: 489-2115  Fax: 489-6097
www.sjbcommunity.ca
Principal: Catherine Kelly    
Pastor: Msgr. D. Ward Jamieson                            
                             

St. Maurice School
1639 Pembina Highway, Winnipeg                     
Phone:  452-2873 Fax: 452-4050
www.stmaurice.mb.ca
Principal: Giuseppi Caligiuri   
Pastor: Rev. Patrick A. Morand                          

St. Augustine’s School
330 - 3rd Street , Brandon 
Phone: 729-3285  Fax: 729-3286  
www.brandonsd.mb.ca/bsd/staugustine
Principal: Betty Howell 
Pastor: Rev. Dominic Yuen

“…the work of the school is irreplaceable and the investment of human 
and material resources in the school becomes a prophetic choice”.

~ The Catholic School on the Threshold of the Third Millennium (1997) ~

Learning in 
His Spirit
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The View from 
Micah House

“I have seen how cruelly my people are being 
treated…. I have heard them cry out to be res-

cued from their oppressors. I know their suffering and 
so I have come down to rescue them….” 
These are words uttered by Yahweh in Exodus.
But how did God come down to rescue them and 

form them into a community?  God used a rather in-
significant stutterer, keeper of sheep and fugitive from 
Egypt, to give flesh to these words of hope:  Moses. 
Moses was not overly excited about fulfilling God’s 
purpose.  He listed a number of problems. “Who am 
I to go to Pharoah and bring the sons of Israel out of 
Egypt? Please, God, send anyone you will.” And Yah-
weh says, “Go,… I will go with you.”
This interaction between God and Moses mirrors our 

own interaction with God, when God urges us to act in 
love on behalf of the ‘oppressed.’ Like Moses, our ar-
guments against fleshing out the love and compassion 
of God are numerous. 
“I’m too busy. That’s awful that people are suffering, 

but what do you want me to do about it? I go to Church 
every Sunday, I vote and pay my taxes, I don’t have the 
responsibility for the policies enacted by the govern-
ment which disempower my neighbours.”
That is not how Vatican II envisioned the Church. In 

1963 Gaudium et Spes was published. It begins with 
the words, ‘The joys and hopes, the griefs and anxiet-
ies of humanity today, especially of the poor and of all 
who suffer, are also the joys and hopes, the griefs and 
the anxieties of the disciples of Christ.’
The sounds and sights of suffering are everywhere in 

our world today. How can we remain insulated from 
the evidence of this suffering? Is our consciousness 
protected from really hearing and seeing by the noise 
with which we surround ourselves? Does our desire for 
things blind us to the plight of people in our own city?
Did you know that the Federal Government spends 

about $9.1 billion per year on services and programs 
for Aboriginal people, or approximately $6,500 per 
Aboriginal person? Non-Aboriginal people in Canada 
receive an average of $15,000 per year in services and 
programs from government. Yet many think the gov-
ernment gives Aboriginals too much and us too little.
Did you know that the mental health budget in Win-

nipeg is between three and four per cent of the health 
budget and that one in four families is dealing with 
someone who has a mental illness? The system is 
grossly under funded and cannot provide the necessary 
resources for people with mental illness.
Siloam Mission’s response to the -40C temperature 

was fast and efficient. They kept the Mission open an 
extra two hours each day and sent out a call for pairs 
of mitts, scarves and hats. Winnipeggers responded 
immediately and wholeheartedly and delivered thou-
sands of them to Siloam. But why was it necessary?  
Did the people at Siloam not have the money to buy 
their own, or live in decent housing? 
It is good to read about the work of The Right to 

Housing Coalition which was spear-headed by the 
River Heights Ministerial.  We might be well served to 
support that initiative so that the Homelessness Initia-
tive is no longer a necessary strategy in our city.
That an increasing number of Income Assistance re-

cipients allocate a part of their food budget to rent is 
a concern.  That they then have to line up at the food 
bank and soup kitchens to keep body and soul together 
is really unacceptable.
As our city and country face more and more inad-

equate services, we, as a group, must begin to re-insert 
our values into the public arena.  We may not always 
agree on how to do that but it is imperative that we 
enter into dialogue with each other, with those living 
on the fringes AND with governments and together 
search for solutions.  

Sr. Johanna Jonker is at Micah House,
1039 Main St., Winnipeg

Fr. Joseph Johnson S.J. retires 
after 50 years of service

A letter to parishioners 
on January 28th from 

Father Brian Massie, S.J. 
informed, “Our beloved Fr. 
Joseph Johnson, after 10 
years as Pastor at St. John 
Brebeuf and 15 years as 
Associate Pastor here at St. 
Ignatius in Winnipeg, has 
decided the time has come 
to move to the Jesuit retire-
ment community in Picker-
ing, Ontario. 
For over fifty years Fa-

ther Johnson has served 
the people of God in parish 
ministry. His faithful and 
constant commitment to 
the work of the Church, his 
countless hospital and nurs-
ing home visits, his “avail-
ability”, have won for him 
an army of friends.” 

 Some 400 friends that Fr. 
Johnson always greeted as 
“My dear faithful people” 
arrived en masse at the St. 
Ignatius Adult Education 
Centre to line up for an 
opportunity to bring their 
personal best wishes and 

gratitude to Fr. Johnson at 
a reception on the after-
noon of January 28th. Fond 
memories were shared in 
the long lines that filled 
the hallways: Fr. Johnson’s 
gentle and compassionate 
manner at funeral Masses, 
his loving attention to the 
aged, his attentiveness to 
anyone in urgent need of 
counsel or Reconciliation, 
his amazing memory for 
names and his joyful enthu-
siasm for sports, especially 
hockey. 
 Fr. Massie’s letter summed 

it up, “I have fought the 
good fight, I have finished 
the race, I have kept the 
faith.” (2 Timothy 4:7)
Contibuted by Barbara 

fawcett

‘Live simply 
so that  

others can 
simply live’ 

The mission is clear.  
Live simply, so that 

others, including the Earth 
itself, may also live. Mark 
Burch is a 
man with 
such a mis-
sion. That’s 
why he 
came to 
Winnipeg’s 
St. Ignatius 
parish to 
speak to the 
communi-
ty’s Environment Commit-
tee and with the Justfaith 
Social Justice class.
His message: that the per-

sonal choice to live more 
simply is the first step to-
ward a social and environ-
mental ethic of voluntary 
simplicity where individu-
al and group security is in 
sharing, showing kindness, 
and giving mutual respect .
Following the teachings of 

Richard Gregg, Burch de-
fines voluntary simplicity 
as “the deliberate organiza-
tion of life for a purpose.” 
As a Christian and a Cath-

olic (an Oblate of the Order 
of St. Benedict) Mark was 
familiar with this message 
and with the four cardinal 
virtues of prudence, justice, 
fortitude and temperance.
 To share that philosophy, 

since 1995 Burch has been 
organizing and delivering 
presentations on voluntary 
simplicity for groups in 
Manitoba and throughout 
North America.
Burch helped to found 

SPARC, (Simplicity Prac-
tices and Resource Centre) 
a grassroots organization 
based in Winnipeg.
“We’ve become addict-

ed to the idea of growth; 
growth in our appetites for 
novelty, for more, for the 
different.” It is only, he sug-
gests, through the adoption 
of conscious choices for a 
simple life that this spiral of 
destruction can be halted.
Burch and others who em-

brace voluntary simplicity 
as a lifestyle choice believe 
in “better people instead of 
richer people” as he puts it.
It’s not a life of destitution 

or poverty that he’s advo-
cating.
Rather, it requires creativ-

ity and a good dose of wits, 
as people choose to live 
without the amenities or 
the excesses they may have 
become dependent upon.
The Environment Com-

mittee and the Social Jus-
tice Committee of St. Igna-
tius agreed that Mark Burch 
has an important message 
for the today’s people.  
They hope that it may be 
heard more often, and more 
widely be spread. 
Contributed by 
Laura L. Steiman

Fr. Joseph Johnson S.J.

Confirmation Schedule 2007
April 13 St Joseph’s Parish (Winnipeg) 7:00 p.m.

April 14 Paroisse St-Jean (Grand Clariere) 7:00 p.m.
April 15 Sacred Heart Parish (Virden) 10:30 a.m.
April 21 Sacred Heart Parish (Roblin) 7:30 p.m.

April 22 Our Lady of  the Nativity Parish (McCreary) 11:30 a.m.
April 24 St John Brebeuf  Parish (Winnipeg) 7:30 p.m.
April 25 Christ the King Parish (Stonewall) 7:30 p.m.

April 28 Holy Ghost Parish (Winnipeg) 5:00 p.m.
April 29 St Gianna’s Parish (Winnipeg) 11:00 a.m.

May 6 John XXIII Parish (Winnipeg) 1:00 p.m.
May 7 St. Andrew & St. Margaret Parish (Little Britain) 

& St Theresa’s Parish (Middlechurch) in Middlechurch  7:30 p.m.
May 10 St. Augustine’s Parish (Brandon) 7:00 p.m.

May 11 Good Shepherd Parish (Portage la Prairie) 7:30 p.m.
May 12 St Charles’ Parish (Winnipeg)  4:00 p.m.

May 13 Paroisse Sacre-Coeur (Winnipeg)  10:30 a.m.
May 17 St Anthony of  Padua Parish (West Kildonan) 7:30 p.m.

May 19 St Dominic’s Parish (Neepawa) 7:00 p.m.
May 20 St Joseph’s Parish (Russell) 11:00 a.m.

May 23 Our Lady of  Perpetual Help Parish (Winnipeg) 7:30 p.m.
May 24 Kateri Tekakwitha Parish (Winnipeg) 7:00 a.m.

May 26 St. Mary’s Cathedral 5:00 p.m.
May 30 St Peter’s Parish (Winnipeg) 7:00 p.m.

May 31 St Patrick’s Parish (Winnipeg) 7:00 p.m.
June 3 Holy Rosary Parish (Winnipeg) 2:00 p.m.
June 6 St Ignatius Parish (Winnipeg) 7:30 p.m.

June 9 Immaculate Conception Parish (Winnipeg) 5:00 p.m.
June 10 St. Erik’s (Ericksdale), St. Olaf’s (Lundar) in Lundar 10 a.m.

June 15 St Edward’s Parish (Winnipeg) 7:00 p.m.
June 16 Notre Dame Parish (Selkirk) 5:00 p.m.

June 17 Immaculate Conception (Fisher Branch) 11:30 a.m.
June 23 Paroisse Notre-Dame-des-Victoires (Laurier)  7:30 p.m.

St. John Cantius 
Parish Council

Catholic 
Women’s 
League 

 75th Anniversary 

Spring Tea 
and Raffle

Sunday, 
March 25

10 a.m to 2 p.m
Parish Educational 

Building 
852 Burrows Ave.  
All are welcome 

to attend

Mark Burch

 Recent SMA Grads Get Together

Recent graduates of  St. Mary’s Academy 
gather for an evening of  memories and 
friendship at the sixth annual Drinks in the 
Dome Christmas party held in December.
The event is for those who have graduated 
within the last five years.

 Visit www.arch-
winnipeg.ca

for more event 
information
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9 10:00 a.m.: Archdiocesan Council on Catholic 
Education 
11 11:00 a.m.: Eucharist at St. Nicholas Tavelic Parish 
(Winnipeg)
12-28: Development and Peace Delegation to Indonesia

March 2007

3 Archdiocesan Pastoral Council, St. Laurent, Manitoba
4 2:30 p.m.: Rite of Election, St. Mary’s Cathedral
6 2:00 p.m.: Archdiocesan Finance Council
    4:30 p.m.: Youth Advisory Board
9: Presentation to Michigan Bishops and Major Religious 
Superiors in Adrian, Michigan
10-11: Brandon Nathanael Retreat (Elkhorn)
14: 7:00 p.m.: Manitoba Ecumenical Bishop’s Meeting
(St Boniface)
20-22: CCCB Executive (Ottawa)
30: 2:30 p.m.: St Paul’s College Baccalaureate Mass 
(Winnipeg)
April 1 11:30 a.m. : Palm Sunday St. Mary’s Cathedral 
April 2 7:30 p.m.: Chrism Mass St. Mary’s Cathedral
April 5 7:30 p.m.: Holy Thursday St. Mary’s Cathedral
April 6 9:00 a.m.: Public Way of the Cross St. Mary’s 
Academy (Winnipeg)
3:00 p.m.: Good Friday St. Mary’s Cathedral

April 7 8:00 p.m.: Holy Saturday St Mary’s Cathedral

Archbishop Weisgerber’s
ScheduleMy brothers and sisters in Christ:

As I move around the Archdiocese I am very gratified 
to see the efforts being made to enter into our program of 
liturgical renewal which is such an important part of our 
pastoral plan:  to grow together as a church of communion. 
At the heart of our life together is the gift of the Eucharist 
and as we fully, consciously and actively participate in the 
celebration of the liturgy, we grow as a Church. 
The fall and early winter has been spent examining our 

gathering and entrance rites; the next six months will see 
us concentrating on the liturgy of the Word.
We are a people of the Word. We believe that Jesus is the 

Word of God and that in Jesus God shows himself to us.  
When the Sacred Scriptures are proclaimed in the com-
munity we hear the very Word of God. This obviously 
takes place in faith and because it is an act of faith we 
must be very attentive to the manner in which we pro-
claim or read and the manner in which we listen.
I would like to encourage all of our parishes to reflect 

carefully on how the Word is proclaimed and listened to 
during our Sunday celebrations. If someone from outside 
observed us, would they be convinced that we are gathered 
to hear God speak? Is there, in the gathered community, an 
attitude of reverence, of attention and expectation? Is the 
Word proclaimed in faith? As we listen do we experience 
the faith-filled preparation of the person reading? Is the 
reader greeted by an expectant, reverent community?
The proclamation of the Word during the liturgy must 

be supported by our parish life. Each parish should en-
courage study of the Bible. I am encouraged to see how 
much prayerful study of the Bible already happens. We 
are blessed with excellent resources for every age level.  
Reading the Scriptures in our homes can be an important 
means of prayer.  Those chosen to read at mass must make 

every effort to prepare by study and prayer. There is a 
greater probability that the Word will be heard in faith by 
the community if it is proclaimed in faith by the reader.
The next six months can be an exciting time in the Arch-

diocese of Winnipeg. I pray that God’s Spirit will stir our 
hearts to be grateful for the gift of the Word and assist 
us to express our gratitude by our desire to celebrate the 
Word with dignity and faith.

Sincerely in Christ,

  +V. James Weisgerber, Archbishop of Winnipeg

Archbishop Weisgerber on the liturgy of the Word

Reseau Ministeria meets in Winnipeg

The National Committee of  Reseau Ministeria Network met in Win-
nipeg Jan 18-21 for the first of  its two bi-annual planning meetings 
of  2007. The agenda included website development (www.MIN-
ISTERIA.org), Diocesan contacts, finances, communications and 
a national conference being planned for 2009. Above, front row: 
Yvonne Masicotte SNJM (Translator), Germain Tremblay (Montre-
al), Debbie Doornbos (Edmonton), Mary Smith (London). Back row: 
Blake Sittler (Saskatoon), Peter Oliver (Saskatoon), Jeannine Ver-
mette SNJM (Ottawa), Rejean Goudreault (Timmins), Michelle Gar-
linski (Winnipeg)  Missing: Maryn Anderson (Halifax) Peter Mackey 
(Newfoundland) Archbishop Weisgerber (Episcopal Adviser).

January/February 2007

Joël Simpson – educator, 
husband, father, adminis-

trator, retiree, Nathanaelite, 
chaplain, diaconate candi-
date, son, brother, professed 
monk, musician, is the new 
Director of Nathanael for the 
Archdiocese of Winnipeg.
Joël was born in Winnipeg 

and educated in Catholic 
schools. While at St. Paul’s, 
Joël considered a vocation 
to the priesthood, and at 16, 
he traveled by train to at-
tend St. Peter’s College in 
Muenster, Saskatchewan, 
completing his senior ma-
triculation there. One week 
after graduation, Joël en-
tered the ‘Trappists’ at Our 
Lady of the Prairies Mon-
astery then in St. Norbert, 
Manitoba. He did his novi-
tiate there and pronounced 
his simple vows. 
At the monastery, Joël had 

taken on roles as sacristan, 
painter and the organist for 
all of the Divine Offices. 
After the leaving the mon-

astery Joël attended univer-
sity and became a teacher. 
He taught first at Grant Park 
High School, loving his sub-
jects of English, geography 
and history. Eventually, Joël 
became a principal, then Su-
perintendent of Student Ser-
vices, retiring in 1999.
After staying home for 

awhile, Joël became Su-
perintendent of Catholic 
Schools in the Saint Boni-
face Archdiocese. A chance 

conversation encouraged 
him to take Clinical Pas-
toral Education, followed 
by internships as chaplain 
at Victoria Hospital where, 
among other assignments, 
he interned in the psychiat-
ric unit. 
At Riverview, he worked 

as chaplain in the Demen-
tia/Alzheimer and Palliative 
Care wards. Joël is busy 
now working as a chaplain 
in the mental health area, a 
deacon candidate, and inter-
im Director of the Archdio-
cese of Winnipeg Nathanael 
Program, and he volunteers 
at the House of Hesed, a 
house of transition for per-
sons living with HIV/AIDS. 
He has been married for 35 
years to his wife Diana, a 
psychologist, and they have 
three adult sons. Joël and 
his wife are parishioners at 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Parish.

Contibuted by Ruth Mulligan

Public Way of the Cross
April 6, St. Mary’s Academy

On Good Friday morn-
ing, April 6 at 9:30 

a.m., St. Mary’s Academy 
will host the Archdiocese 
of Winnipeg’s 20th Annual 
Public Way of the Cross, 
sponsored by St. Mary’s 
Academy, Holy Rosary Par-
ish and the Archdiocese of 
Winnipeg. The theme for 
this year’s event is ‘Bridging 
the Way’. Last year’s Public 
Way of the Cross, pictured at 
right, was hosted by St. Paul 
the Apostle Church and at-
tracted more than 1,000 par-
ticipants.

Archbishop Weisgerber, right, joined with other 
church leaders at the ecumenical service Jan. 
21 at Lutheran Church of the Cross. The service 
was the first of eight during the Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity Jan. 21-28.

Prevention in Motion meets at St. Peter’s Church

On December 9, 2006, 30 people from St. Peter’s Church partici-
pated in a Prevention in Motion, Safe Environments workshop. Par-
ticipants included staff, catechists, musicians, liturgical ministers, 
lectors and the pastor. Participants found the workshop very useful 
and they will use the skills learned to be more aware and observant.  
The group worked on risk identification and was left with a resource 
book and guidelines on how to proactively ensure the safety of  
youth and children in their parish and the greater community.

Joël Simpson new Director of Nathanael 

Joël Simpson


