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St. Gianna’s
church 
designs  
unveiled

Part minstrel and part 
preacher but a fully-en-

gaged spiritual whirlwind, 
self-proclaimed Catholic 
lay evangelist Jesse Mani-
busan came to St. Mary’s 
Academy to tell students 
and staff that they are a holy 
family, “focussed, present, 
and gathered to praise the 
Lord.” 
Manibusan, of Grapevine, 

Texas, was at St. Mary’s 
Oct. 5 to take part in the 
school’s retreat and rally, or 
‘retrally’. He uses music, 
comedy and stories to con-
nect with people and keeps 
a busy schedule traveling 
North America as a moti-
vational speaker.
“God gives us life. We 

may have disappointments, 
we may be really angry or 
depressed,” said Manibu-
san. “It’s good we can have 
a moment to say to God, 
‘Thank you for life.’ ”
Manibusan had more than 

600 students at the Catho-
lic girl’s school singing and 
laughing along with his en-
gaging humour. Exuberant 
and funny, he led the stu-
dents in rousing choruses 
of faith-filled songs which 
he made up just for the oc-
casion.
Michelle Garlinski, di-

rector of campus ministry 

at St. Mary’s, said it was 
the first event like this in 
the Catholic school sys-
tem. “A ‘retrally’ gives the 
girls some place to be able 
to talk about their faith in 
the group,” she said. “The 
message is that God is here, 
now, and all that is needed 
is here. God is generous 
and all we need to be is 

mindful. The young church 
is alive,” said Garlinski.
Alluding to the story of St. 

Peter when he tried to walk 
on water, lost his faith and 
began to sink, Manibusan 
imitated Peter’s fear and 
yelled for Jesus. He said 
when we are in trouble we 
should call to Jesus, “loud-
ly, with emphasis and bold-

ness.”
“Be bold in your faith, 

whatever you do, be bold 
and step out of the boat. 
You don’t need anyone’s 
approval. Step out of your 
comfort zone,” he said. 
Manibusan imagined that 
St. Peter was probably ridi-
culed by the other apostles 
for losing faith, but recov-

ered enough to shout back, 
“Hello! I got three steps on 
the water, how many did 
you get?” Manibusan’s les-
son is that Peter was bold 
and Jesus saved him. 
The students were encour-

aged to always ask for help, 
no matter what trouble 
they found themselves in, 
whether it was confront-
ing bullies, problems with 
math, personal problems 
such as family breakup or 
feeling depressed.
Manibusan revealed that 

he had suffered clinical 
depression and told the 
students to be rigorous and 
honest.
“If you are lonely or de-

pressed, tell someone. Of-
fer someone your friend-
ship. Leave the comfort of 
your fear and serve some-
one else,” he said. 

Denis C. Bracken 
becomes 16th rector 
of St. Paul’s College

Minstrel energizes and inspires youth to ‘be different’ 

From left, Andrea Macklin, Alanna Hommel, 
Nicole Del Rosario and Antigoni Pantzaris at  
SMA ‘retrally’ led by Jesse Manibusan, right.

The bell tower at Win-
nipeg’s St. Paul’s Col-

lege at the University of 
Manitoba chimed for the 
first time this year on Sept. 
23 with the installation of 
Dr. Denis C. Bracken as 
the college’s 16th rector. 
In his installation address, 

Bracken, an associate pro-
fessor in the U of M’s so-
cial work faculty, said the 
biggest challenge facing 
the college is to increase 
its role and effect on the 
everyday lives of its stu-
dents.
“Through the accidents 

of history the college has 
of late had less to do and 
say with respect to the ev-
eryday courses and degree 
programs of the students 
who have chosen to make 
St. Paul’s College their 
‘home’,” Bracken said. “It 
is this that presents for the 
college the major challenge 
of the next few years.”
Bracken praised the col-

lege’s Mauro Centre for 
Peace and Justice and its 
course offerings in Catho-
lic studies.  
“The minor in Catho-

lic Studies continues to 
spark interest in students 
throughout the university, 
not just from the college,” 
said Bracken. “A victim 
of its own success, its sus-
tained upward growth is 
a trial for us in terms of 
our stewardship of scarce 
resources. But more im-
portantly, it speaks to the 
interest by students here, 
Catholic or otherwise, in 
questions of faith and that 
search for a richer, more 
complete truth.”
In an interview Bracken 

said as a college located on 
the Canadian prairies, St. 
Paul’s faces a demograph-
ic challenge. “The baby-
boom echo will run out and 
we must be determined in 
our recruiting efforts and 
able to offer a quality edu-
cation, and there’s always 
the funding issue,” he said.
Bracken’s wife, Rhonda 

LePage, son Richard, 24, 
and daughter Elizabeth, 
20, attended the installa-
tion. Another son, Simon, 
22, is studying in Montréal 
and could not attend.
 Archbishop James Weis-

gerber, who is also chan-
cellor of St. Paul’s College, 
presided at Mass prior to 

the installation ceremony. 
Weisgerber said Bracken’s 
leadership, energy and vi-

sion “are a blessing for St. 
Paul’s College.”

The community of St. 
Gianna’s Roman Cath-

olic Church celebrated its 
3rd anniversary Sept. 12 
at the Winnipeg Technical 
College in a very important 
way. 
The schematic design for 

their new church building 
was unveiled and revealed 
through powerpoint images 
and an animated video tour 
through the new facilities. 
The congregation greeted 
the presentations with en-
thusiastic applause. 
Architect Michael 

Boreskie guided the con-
gregation through the vi-
sion and process of the 
design, creating a space 
conducive to the connec-
tion between the supernat-
ural love of God and our 
natural world. Elements of 
the design include “nature, 
peacefulness, a place for 
restoration, sense of God’s 
presence, Gianna’s holistic 
life, local materials and en-
vironmental friendliness”
Boreskie highlighted 

some of the design fea-
tures. 

Dr. Denis Bracken signs the Rectors Registry with Archbishop 
James Weisgerber, Chancellor of  St. Paul’s College.
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Upcoming Events for more go to www.archwinnipeg.ca, click on News & Events, Weekly Bulletin   
Stepping out of  the Boat November 3 
Interpersonal conflict can seem like a very risky 
business. As church folks, we care deeply about our 
faith, our values, and our relationships with one an-
other.  During this workshop, you will learn Chris-
tian principles of communication, practice skills for 
engaging in difficult conversation with one another 

and gain self-awareness of their own responses to 
conflict situations. 
Location: Canadian Mennonite University. Cost: 
$65.00 Time: 9:00 to 4:00  For more information 
about upcoming workshops, please contact Dianna 
Robson at the Catholic Centre at 204-452-2227, 
ext. 227 or drobson@archwinnipeg.

13th Annual Alpha House Dinner 
At Hotel Fort Garry Thurs., Nov. 1, 2007, 6 p.m. 
cocktails, 7:00 p.m. dinner. Ticket Price: $75.00 
(*includes a $35.00 tax receipt) Alpha House pro-
vides housing to women and their children who 
have left abusive relationships. For tickets call 
Glenda Dean, Executive Director, at 982-2011..

A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Week-
end begins Friday evening around 7:00 p.m. and 
finishes Sunday afternoon around 5:00 p.m.  All 
meals, accommodations and materials are provid-
ed. Dates for the upcoming weekends in Manitoba 
are: November 2-4, 2007, Viscount Gort Hotel. For 
more information or to apply, please contact Tony 
and Rosemary VanRosmalen Phone: 204-895-9209 
Email: vanrosemalen@shaw.ca Worldwide Mar-
riage Encounter Website www.wwmecanada.org

Morning Retreats in Monastic Spiritual-
ity with Sr. Hilda Frost at St. Benedict’s Retreat 
Centre.  Come and share a Sat. morning of prayer, 
silence, input and discussion, monthly Sept. thru 
Feb. (except Dec.) Discover how monastic women 
and men of the past and present can inspire us on 
our own spiritual pilgrimage.  Cost: $20 per retreat 
or $75 for full series of 5 morning retreats.  Call: 
339-1705 

Days of  Prayer, 2nd Wednesdays of  the 
month through April 9th, 9:30 am - 3:00 pm 
with Sr. Marie Baker, OSB at St. Benedict’s Retreat 
Centre.  Days of prayer are monthly mini-sabbati-
cals.  The theme for this year is “Women in Scrip-
ture” as models of inspiration and action.  Each day 
has an opening and closing ritual, short presenta-
tion, optional group sharing, quiet time for prayer 
and reflection and a leisurely lunch.  Eucharist is 
available in the Monastery Chapel at 9:00 am. Cost 
is $35 per day (includes lunch).  Make this your 
monthly oasis at special reduced cost of $120 for a 
series of four Sept. to Dec. Call: 339-1705 

Iraqi Christians 
need your help 

Yes, I want to help Iraqi Christians.

Here is my gift of: $35____  $50____  $100____  $150____  Other____.

Make your cheque payable to CNEWA Canada and mail along with this coupon to
CNEWA Canada, 1247 Kilborn Place, Ottawa, ON K1H 6K9

Charitable registration # 86775 7502 RR0001      DM

Targeted by extremists, dispossessed and in shock,
hundreds of thousands of Iraqi Christian families
are fleeing their imploding homeland.

They need emergency housing, food and health care.

They need your help now!
Give online at www.cnewa.ca   

CNEWA Canada 
a papal agency for humanitarian and pastoral support
+1 (866) 322-4441 � www.cnewa.ca



Bracken was born in Ve-
rona, New Jersey. 
He completed an under-

graduate degree in psychol-
ogy at a Jesuit university, 
College of the Holy Cross, 
in Worcester, Mass.
Bracken came to Canada 

in 1973 to attend the Uni-
versity of Toronto where 
he completed a Masters 
Degree in Criminology. He 
then went to London, Eng-
land to study social work at 
the London School of Eco-
nomics and Political Sci-
ence, where a  student from 
Winnipeg suggested he 
look into teaching opportu-
nities in social work at the 
University of Manitoba.

He came to the U of M in 
the summer of 1979 for a 
nine month term “that lasted 
28 years,” says Bracken. 
As rector of St. Paul’s 

Bracken sits on the univer-
sity Dean’s Council and the 
university senate. He will 
also teach a full year course 
in Social Work Practice and 
Criminal Justice and over-
see social work masters 
and PhD students.
He is also a member of the 

Board of Directors of Ross-
brook House.
The day of Bracken’s in-

stallation was also marked 
by the dedication of the 
college’s bell tower to the 
memory of Fr. Joseph V. 

Driscoll, s.j. who served 
many years in various ca-
pacities at St. Paul’s Col-
lege. Driscoll died in Feb-
ruary, 2003.
The four-bell tower just 

happened to be ready for 
the day of the installation, 
following a nearly year-
long $25,000 restoration 
project.
St. Paul’s College was 

established in 1926 by the 
first Archbishop of Winni-
peg, Most Reverend Alfred 
A. Sinnott.

Energy costs always 
seem to be on the rise, 

but last year the natural 
gas bills at St. Antoninus 
Church in Deloraine were 
noticeably high. 
The finance committee of 

the parish set about to find 
a solution to the problem.
It was discovered the ex-

isting furnace was aging 
and not efficient. 
There were four  options 

provided to the parish for 
consideration; do nothing, 
install new high efficiency 
furnaces, install new high 
efficiency furnaces with 

air conditioning units or 
replace the heating system 
with a new geothermal 
system.
The pros and cons of 

each choice were evalu-
ated. There would be con-
siderable cost savings with 
either energy source, but 
with geothermal there are 
the added features of air 
conditioning at a lower 
cost and  a system that is 
environmentally friendly. 
The options were pre-

sented to the congregation 
for consideration. The re-
sponse from parishioners 

was overwhelming support 
for geothermal as the nec-

essary finances required for 
the project were exceeded 

by contributions. 
The Hydron Module 

Ground Source Heat Pump 
system was ordered from 
Millbrook Hutterite Col-
ony near Mitchell, South 
Dakota where the units are 
manufactured.
The geothermal system 

will pump heat from the 
warm earth in the winter 
into the church and in the 
summer the process is re-
versed. Since it costs much 
less to move heat than to 
make it, much less energy 
is consumed. 
Digging and installation 

began Sept. 17. Fortunate-
ly, St. Antoninus parish has 
a large yard making it pos-
sible to dig trenches and 
install the loops vertically 
rather than horizontally 
which further reduces the 
costs of installation. The 
trenches will hold 15,000 
feet of pipe for the geother-
mal system.
Parishioners are look-

ing forward to even heat 
in winter and cool air in 
summer for comfort year 
round.

Contributed by Judy Wells

St. Antoninus in Deloraine installs geothermal
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The trenches will hold 15,000 feet of  pipe 
for the new heating and cooling system.

A forest will be planted 
to give privacy from adja-
cent retail shopping prop-
erties and “the garden will 
be a rich symbolic place. 
We need places to help us 
to recognize the resurrec-
tion.” 
The high vaults and 

thresholds at the entrance 
to sacred space is designed 
to remind worshippers of 
St. Gianna’s choice. The 
roof lines are reminiscent 
of waves and floral shapes, 
“an eruption of faith.” 
Eight large trees will frame 
the sanctuary and eight col-
umns will support the font, 
symbolizing the eighth day 
of creation. Central to the 

design is the spiral, “draw-
ing us into the centre, the 
centre of our galaxy, the 
centre of our being, the 
centre of our source.”
St. Gianna Beretta Molla 

(1922 - 1962) was a physi-
cian, a working mother, and 
a loving wife. She consid-
ered her medical practice 
a mission and her family 
life a vocational call. She 
developed a large ovarian 
cyst while pregnant with 
her fourth child but chose 
to delay treatment until her 
baby was safely born. She 
died seven days later. She 
lived a life of great joy and 
purpose and encouraged all 
she met to, “Be living wit-

nesses of the greatness and 
beauty of Christianity.” 
She was canonized on May 
16, 2004. 
In August 2006, Pastor 

Darrin Gurr made a pil-
grimage to Magenta Italy 
to meet the family of St. 
Gianna Beretta Molla. St. 
Gianna’s husband, Pietro 
gave Fr. Gurr a first class 
relic for the new parish. Fr. 
Gurr also met St. Gianna’s 
youngest daughter and 
namesake. 
The first Mass of the Ro-

man Catholic Community 
of Whyte Ridge, Linden 
Ridge and Lindenwoods 
was celebrated on Sep-
tember 12, 2004. By the 
first anniversary the new 
parish had grown to 250 
families and began the im-
portant search for a name. 
The parish has three Sun-
day liturgies, 47 minis-
tries, adult and children’s 
educational programs and 
a new Knights of Colum-
bus council. 
Building Committee 

Chairman, Rolly Marrot 
reviewed the careful plan-
ning that has taken place 
to date including town 
hall meetings, consulta-
tions with other parishes, 
assessment of commu-
nity needs, potential for 

growth and ideal building 
timelines. It was decided to 
pursue an aggressive time-
line for fundraising and 
construction. Fundraising 
and pledging has already 
begun and will intensify 
through 2007 and 2008. It 
is hoped that construction 
will be well underway in 
2008-09 and occupancy 
can be taken in 2010. 
The parish’s mission state-

ment was unveiled on Sep-
tember 9, 2007 and reflects 

the faith and values of their 
patroness, “To transform 
the world by choosing un-
conditional love and sacri-
fice.”
After Mass on Septem-

ber 16, a procession by the 
congregation is planned 
from the temporary wor-
ship space to the new prop-
erty at McGillivray Boule-
vard and Columbia Drive 
to bless the land and the 
new undertaking. When 
completed the new church 

will seat 675 worshippers; 
adjacent will be a hall, 
classrooms and offices. 
After leading the congre-

gation in prayer and invit-
ing all to celebrate with 
cake and conversation, Fr. 
Darrin Gurr concluded, 
“Now, let’s go build that 
church.” 

St. Gianna’s continued from page 1

Contributed by 
James Buchok

Contributed by 
Barbara Fawcett

It was a celebration of 
church, “of all of us and 

our relationships with one 
another,” said newly-or-
dained Deacon Geoffrey 
Angeles, on June 22, 2007.
Angeles and Deacon 

James deBeer had just 
been ordained Transitional 
Deacons at St. Mary’s Ca-
thedral.
Archbishop Weisgerber 

noted that the term “tran-
sitional” is not accurate as 
“they will remain deacons 
all their lives. In painting 
terms, the transitional dea-
conate is the primer coat, 
essential for the addition 
of future layers of vibrant 
colour.” 
 In his homily, Weisgerber 

said great sacraments are 

full of signs and symbols. 
“Jesus is building up his 

church through these men. 
Their commitment is made 
for all of us and as a sign 
for all of us. The Lord calls 
us to service but first calls 
us to be his friends, “ said 
Weisgerber.
“That is the real commit-

ment of celibacy; hearts are 
focussed only on the risen 
Lord. Comfort, security 
and pleasure all seduce. A 
life-long conversion means 
the choice in the Lord must 
be made again and again.” 
DeBeer and Angeles said 

they were both deeply 
grateful to be supported 
and celebrated by so many 
family members and friends 
from their home and in-

ternship parishes. DeBeer 
saw friends from St. Paul 
the Apostle in Winnipeg as 
well as from St. Viator’s in 
Dauphin. 
 After the summer both 

men returned to St. Joseph’s 
Seminary in Edmonton to 
complete their studies. 
DeBeer said after they 

complete their synthesis of 
theology and a comprehen-
sive exam, they will peti-
tion for ordination to the 
priesthood next summer, 
supporting each other on 
the next leg of the journey 
as “good friends and dioc-
esan brothers”. 

Contributed by 
Barbara Fawcett

Diocese welcomes  
two new deacons 

James deBeer, left, and Geoffrey Angeles, right, were or-
dained deacons  on June 22 at St. Mary’s Cathedral, with 
Archbishop Weisgerber presiding.

From left, Rolly Marrot, St. Gianna’s building 
committee chairman, Pastor Darrin Gurr, Mi-
chael Boreskie, architect and Guy Mao, build-
ing committee vice-chair.

New rector for St. Paul’s College, continued from page 1
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Contessa Mendoza-Benson  501 St. Anne’s Rd.  262.6211 contessab@caamanitoba.com

Call CAA travel expert
Contessa Mendoza-Benson 
to book this motorcoach 
tour and to register for the  
International Eucharistic 
Congress conference 2008.

ALL WELCOME!
Hurry, space is limited.

262.6211
1.800.992.8143

Spiritual
journey

International Eucharistic Congress
Quebec City June 13-24, 2008

Inactive Catholic?

Alienated Catholic?

Confused Catholic?

A Christmas Invitation

If you have been away from the church, or drifting
away from it; if you’ve been hurt by the church or are
confused or angry because of your Catholic experi-
ence, please consider this invitation to come and talk
with us. All are welcome. We’ve missed you.

Perhaps you can come home for Christmas!

Six week series begins:

WEDNESDAY, November 7, 7:00-9:00 PM

St. Ignatius Adult Education Centre, 925 Jessie

Richard Lebrun: 488-3835 Parish Office: 474-2351

Nicole 
Hoard

Development and Peace 
(D&P) is pleased to 

present Nicole Hoard as the 
newly-appointed Regional 
Youth Rep for the province 
of Manitoba. 
Nicole is a parishioner and 

the full-time Coordinator 
of Youth Ministries at Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help 
Parish in Winnipeg. 
She has been involved in 

youth ministries for six and 
a half years and has, among 
other things, coordinated 
a group of 48 pilgrims for 
World Youth Day 2002 in 
Toronto and coordinated 
a group of eight teens and 

four adults 
to travel to 
New Orleans 
this past July 
to work for 
Habitat for 
Humanity. 

She attend-
ed her first 
N a t i o n a l 

Youth Reps conference in 
Toronto in June and can’t 
wait to meet with the youth 
in our province. 
Her goals are to create 

awareness among parishes 
and schools about Catholic 
social justice through D&P 
and to challenge and em-

power young people to get 
and stay actively involved. 
Nicole would like to en-
courage all youth groups 
to sign up to become mem-
bers of D&P’s Just Youth 
Group. 
If you are interested in 

finding out more about or 
starting a Just Youth  Group, 
you can reach Nicole at: 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Church 
4588 Roblin Blvd.
Winnipeg
Manitoba R3R 0G4
(204) 803-6556 or 
832-1993 

D&P Regional Youth Rep
Monsignor Ward Ja-

mieson recently 
announced the appoint-
ment of Mr. Mike Thib-
ert as Pastoral Services 
Coordinator for St. John 
Brebeuf Parish.
A longstanding member 

of St. Ann’s Parish, Mike 
brings to this position 
an extensive pastoral 
background that includes 
completion of the Per-
manent Diaconate and 
Nathaneal programs, and 
ministerial experience at 
the Headingley Correc-

tional Centre. 
He is also an on-call As-

sistant of Spiritual Care 
at the Health Sciences 
Centre.
In addition to coordi-

nating Catechism, Sac-
ramental Preparation and 
RCIA programs, Mike 
will work toward the de-
velopment of Adult Faith 
Formation programming 
for the parish commu-
nity.
Mike is married to Hol-

ly, and they have four 
children; Vanessa (20), 
Courtney (18), Alexan-
der (13) and Jesse (9).  

SJB Welcomes New Pastoral Services Coordinator

Mike Thibert

D&P Regional Youth Rep
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Stewardship is alive and well in Western Canada 

Fifteen Manitobans attended the Western Ca-
nadian Catholic Stewardship Conference in Ed-
monton June 15-17.

For 15 Catholic Mani-
tobans the weekend of 

June 15 to 17, 2007 will 
always be remembered as a 
special gift from God. 
The weekend gave them 

an opportunity to grow in 
their relationship with Je-
sus and with one another.
The Second Western Ca-

nadian Catholic Steward-
ship Conference (WCCSC) 
was the catalyst.  The first  
WCCSC was held in Winni-
peg in 2005 with the theme 
“Gifted by the Spirit”. 
This year’s theme “Alive 
in the Spirit” seemed a 
natural progression for the 
stewardship movement in 
Western Canada, and if the 
numbers are any indication 
stewardship is alive and 
well, and growing in the 
Church in this part of the 
world – over 300 attended 
the conference hosted by 
the Archdiocese of Edmon-
ton this year. 
Here are but a few re-

flections of the experience 
from those from our Arch-
diocese who were fortunate 
to attend:
 “It was a very moving ex-

perience to see a lot of men 
and women who answered 
God’s call to build a church 
of communion through 

Christian Stewardship. 
Our Stewardship Ministry 
at St. Peter’s Church is in 
the early stages of being 
formed and now I can share 
the knowledge I learned 
from the conference with 
the other members of the 
Stewardship Ministry.’ 
Allen Agplaza, St. Peter’s 
Parish, Winnipeg 

“The weekend was truly 
heavenly! From the Stew-
ardship Fair held Friday 
evening to the various pre-
sentations, guest speakers, 
the Ark of the New Cov-
enant Adoration and to the 
closing Mass on Saturday, 
the conference really was 
a fast-paced, set-our-faith-

on-fire event.”
Joanne Dobson, St. Augus-
tine’s Parish, Brandon
 
“It was great to meet oth-

ers from our Archdiocese 
and, especially during the 
parish fair, to meet others 
from across Canada and 
share stewardship stories.  
This was a great weekend 
and I am thrilled that I was 
fortunate to go.’
Morgan van der Zweep, 
Good Shepherd Parish, 
Portage la Prairie

“So where do we do from 
here is the question? How 
do we share this enthusi-
asm and the knowledge 
gained? There are as many 

ways to live out our Chris-
tian stewardship as there 
are Christians. 
We learned from Mary-

Ann Yusep, Director of 
Stewardship for the Arch-
diocese of Edmonton, and 
her presentation Success-
ful Collaborative Ministry, 
that stewardship and com-
munity will grow if we are 
willing to share our gifts 
and work together. 
Fr. Brendan McGuire, 

Pastor at Holy Spirit Par-
ish in San Jose CA, was 
one of the highlights of 
the weekend. With intense 
energy, enthusiasm and hu-
mour, Fr. Brendan inspired 
us to be good stewards of 
the gift of the Mass. His 
talk, LOL: Live Out Loud 
– A New View of the Mass 
had everyone talking. So 
where do we go from here? 
We continue to patiently, 
persistently, and most of all 
prayerfully, work together 
in encouraging others to 
embrace the stewardship 
way of life. Call the office, 
I am here to help in any way 
that I can to grow steward-
ship in your parish. 

Dan Potvin
Director of Stewardship & 
Development

A publication of the 
Archdiocese of Winnipeg

The

New Wine Press

The New Wine Press is published bi-monthly. It is distributed free to all 
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Building up the body of Christ

A little over two thousand years ago, Jesus walked 
this earth. His life, his actions and interactions 

as recorded in the Scriptures, show us the heart of our 
God. They give flesh to the answers from the Balti-
more Catechism, “Who is God?” and “Why did God 
make us?” 
From a memorized, definitive list describing the at-

tributes of God, our faith journey expands on the an-
swers to these questions. Our knowledge and relation-
ship with God has become more personal. We have 
had experiences of a loving God who is both human 
and divine.
The human history of Jesus, who is the incarnation 

of God, has told us much about God. His response to 
lepers, to a woman taken in adultery and her accusers, 
his interaction with sinners whom he treated with dig-
nity and respect, his challenge of existing norms, “the 
Sabbath is made for man, not man for the Sabbath”:  
all these actions and interactions show us an extraordi-
nary side of God. 
Are sinners to be spoken to and accepted into our 

midst? Perhaps judging people is not a role in which 
we should participate.  Are we challenged to think and 
to question some of the norms we take for granted?
Jesus also shared parables and stories with people.  

These further illustrate the nature of God. Over the 
last few weeks, the Gospel stories have exhorted us 
to throw a banquet for the poor, the lame, the blind 
and not just for our friends and relatives. Invite the ex-
cluded, the black sheep, give them an opportunity to 
belong, to be loved.  Another Gospel story insists that 
we cannot be disciples if we don’t hate mother and fa-
ther.  That is a harsh saying.  But it applies to each of us  
regularly. It is difficult to keep God at the centre of our 
lives, and not our relatives, friends or pleasures, when 
we make decisions. 
Jesus came that we might have life, life to the full. It 

is in communion with one another that we carry out 
together that desire of Jesus. Together we have all the 
gifts necessary to “make a unity in the work of service, 
building up the body of Christ.”  (Eph)
People provide a great array of gifts and each in his 

or her own way can contribute to the “building up of 
the body of Christ.”
There are those who have dedicated their lives to wel-

coming the stranger. 
Others have the gift of compassion for people suf-

fering from mental illness or HIV/AIDS. Still others 
bring the gift of public service and politics. 
Someone with an immense respect and insight into 

the sacredness of the earth can share those gifts.  
There are people who have the gift of speaking, of 

giving voice to those who have no name, no power, but 
who are used as objects.  
In this day and age when the media overwhelms us 

with endless stories of violence, oppression, and greed, 
there are those who have traveled the difficult road to 
peace. 
What motivates each of them is to use his or her gift 

for building up the body of Christ until it reaches per-
fection; to build a world of peace, justice, reconcilia-
tion and compassion. 

Sr. Johanna Jonker is at Micah House
1039 Main St. Winnipeg

589-5393

The View from 
Micah House

The 4th Annual Swing and a Prayer Golf Tourna-
ment once again provided the opportunity to gath-

er in communion, and in support of our Seminarians. 
Some 111 golfers, representing twenty parish com-

munities, gathered for a day of fun and fellowship.
 It is through the generosity of these individuals and 

the sponsors that over $19,000 has been raised for the 
Seminarian fund this year. 
This brings the four year total to over $80,000.  
The planning committee would like to thank and ac-

knowledge the generosity of our many sponsors and 
friends.

From left, Rev. Michael Wollbaum, Pastor at 
Good Shepherd Church in Portage La Prairie, 
and seminarians Deacon Geoffrey Angeles and 
Deacon James deBeer get  set for the Swing 
and a Prayer golf  tournament July 30.

SWING AND A PRAYER 
2007 SPONSORS

Banquet Sponsor $3,000
Cardinal Capital Management, Inc

Silver Sponsors $1,000
 Jeld-Wen Windows and Doors   

Meyers Norris Penny 
 St. John Brebeuf  Parish    

Avant Systems Group 

 Hole Sponsors $500  
Claude Precourt

Fr. Gerald Langevin 
Econo Wall & Ceilings

K of  C Stonewall Council #8894
Cropo Funeral Chapel

Assiniboine Credit Union
D’Arcy & Deacon LLP

Wojcik’s Funeral Chapel 
South Winnipeg Deanery 

Birchwood Automotive Group
Ryan’s Yard Maintenance 

Dr. Ross, Portage la Prairie Clinic
Knights of  Columbus District #1 

Serra Club of  Winnipeg

Thank you to the sponsors of the 
4th Annual  Swing and a Prayer

Golf for Vocations, July 30 at Breezy Bend
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The Winnipeg Diocesan 
CWL Council held its 

86th Annual Convention on 
April 20 & 21, 2007 at St. 
Viator’s Parish in Dauphin. 
The opening mass was con-
celebrated by Archbishop 
James Weisgerber and 
CWL Spiritual Advisors. 
His homily addressed our 
new theme ‘Love one An-
other’.  
An evening banquet fol-

lowed, and entertainment 
was provided by local 
young people performing 

colourful ethnic dances.
At the business session 

new councils from Sacred 
Heart Parish, Roblin and 
St. John Brebeuf Parish, 
Winnipeg were welcomed.
Dolores Blanchard from 

St. Augustine Council, 
Brandon was installed as a 
Life Member.
Resolutions supporting af-

fordable housing for people 
suffering with mental ill-
ness and the adult fitness 
tax credit were presented 
and passed.

The new executive, elect-
ed for a two-year term, are:
Spiritual Advisor, Fr. Bar-

ry Schoonbaert; President, 
Albertine Moran; President 
-Elect, Mary-Margaret Pat-
terson; 1st Vice-President, 
Janet Brunger; 2nd Vice-
President, Lea Colbeck; 
Corresponding Secretary, 
Helen Patterson; Recording 
Secretary, RoseAnne Sey-
mour; Treasurer, Jacque-
line DeCorby; Past Presi-
dent, Dina Auriti; Standing 
Chairpersons: Organiza-

tion, Mary-Margaret Patter-
son; Spiritual Development, 
Janet Brunger; Christian 
Family Life, Lea Colbeck; 
Education and Health, La-
verne Hudson; Commu-
nity Life, Joan Armstrong; 
Communication, Ann Mc-
Murdie; Resolutions, El-
eanor Ulasy; Legislation, 
Jeannette Moran

Submitted by
Ann McMurdie
Communication Chair
889-6606

Dauphin Hosts Diocesan CWL Council 86th Annual Convention

Diocesan CWL Council Executive. Front 
row (left to right): Mary-Margaret Pat-
terson, Jeanette Moran, Albertine Mo-
ran, Eleanor Ulasy and Jacqueline De 
Corby. Back row (left to right): Laverne 
Hudson, Helen Patterson, Janet Brun-
ger, Lea Colbeck, Ann McMurdie,and 
Rose Anne Seymour. Missing:  Fr.Barry 
Schoonbaert, Joan Armstrong and Dina 
Auriti. 

The May windup dinner of the St. James Assiniboia CWL recognized the 20th year 
of the council. The St. James Assiniboia CWL is comprised of members from four 
parishes: St. Ann’s, St. Paul the Apostle, Blessed John XXIII and St. Charles. The 
council currently has 160 members. Above are several founding members of the 
council, from left, Joan Durant, Clara Orallo, Joan McCallum, Jeanne Tinsley, Car-
ole Moss, Margaret Downey and Helen Patterson.

Priestly 
anniversaries

marked
Priestly anniversaries were celebrated June 26 at St. 

Anthony of Padua (Hungarian) Church. This year 
we  celebrated the anniversaries of Reverend George 
Svoboda (70 years), Msgr. Maurice Comeault (40 
years), Reverend Ken Barclay (25 years) and Rever-
end Diosdado Parrenas (25 years).

Reverend 
George Svoboda 

70 years

Reverend 
Ken Barclay 

25 years 

Msgr. 
Maurice Comeault

40 years

Reverend 
Diosdado Parrenas 

25 years
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He reminded the girls and young women that “you are a 
gift, in your bravery, your courageousness, in your fear, 
you are the gift.” 
He encouraged them to be open to the sacred and the good 

and asked them if they would be willing to serve.
Manibusan has been talking to and motivating students 

across North America for fifteen years. This is his second 
visit to Winnipeg, but his first to the academy. 
James Villa, a teacher of grade nine science and math, 

grade ten pre-cal and consumer math, and also grade 11 
physics, said that Manibusan preached with a strong com-
bination of energy, faith and service. “I’m excited to be 
doing what we are doing here today,” he said.    
Following the retrally’s morning session with Manibusan, 

students and teachers broke off into discussion groups. 
Student Nicole Del Rosario said Manibusan “made Jesus 
seem like a real person, like us.” Classmate Alanna Hom-
mel said it was a good idea to have a faith-based singer at 
the event. “Fun reaches people,” she said.
In his afternoon session, Manibusan’s main message was: 

“Stop trying to fit in. Just be a servant of the Lord. If you 
are a person of the Lord, you’ll never fit in, you are differ-
ent!” 

Jesse Manibusan at SMA continued from page 1

June, 2007 marked the 
50th anniversary of 

the St. Columba Catholic 
Women’s League in Swan 
River. 
On June 26 Fr. Sarce and 

Fr. Sebastian celebrated 
mass for members and spe-
cial guests and that was fol-
lowed by a banquet.
We were honoured to have 

our Winnipeg Diocesan 
President Albertine Mo-
ran, and her guest, Anne 
Kamann, past president of 
the St. Augustine Council 
in Brandon, join us for the 
evening.
Best wishes were sent 

from Manitoba Provincial 
President Suzanne Kiazyk 
and Fr. Leo Fernandez from 
Russell Parish who were 
unable to attend.

Many of our CWL sisters 
took part in the festivi-
ties by participating in the 

mass, preparing the meal, 
sharing the gift of music 
and making various presen-

tations. We were grateful to 
our guest speaker, Fr. Se-
bastian, for his presentation 

on ‘Women in India.’
The recognition of five 

charter members was a 

highlight of the evening. 
These exceptional ladies 
included Nellie Badowski, 
Florence Dubray, Velma 
Pobihuschy, Kay Sherrer 
and Mae Sherrer. Eleven 
members were honoured 
with years of service pins 
for 25, 40 and 50 years.
St. Columba CWL is a 

small but hard-working 
group of ladies. Each past 
and present member has 
unselfishly given of her 
time and talents in service 
“for God and Canada.”
Congratulations on 50 

years.

Contributed by 
Donna Yaschyshyn 
President,  
St. Columba CWL 
Swan River

St. Columba CWL in Swan River  celebrates 50 years

The Knights of Co-
lumbus Charleswood 

Council 7523 congratu-
lates Reid Buchanan as the 
recipient of  the council’s 
2008 scholarship. 
Reid met and exceeded 

much of the criteria to be 
selected as the recipient of 
the $500 scholarship.
Reid is in  grade 10 at St. 

Paul’s High School and his 
family are members of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help 
Parish.
Reid excels academically 

and his volunteerism both 

in the church and in the 
general community is out-
standing. 
Reid  teaches catechism, 

assists at Winnipeg Har-
vest, helps the Knights in 
their phone book deliver-
ies, helps at the parish pic-
nic, was a summer camp 
councillor and worked with 
CancerCare to assemble 
promotional bracelets.
He also finds the time to 

participate in many sports. 
This past summer Reid 

and 12 other youths and 
adults from Our Lady of 

Perpetual Help travelled 
to New Orleans to help the 
victims of Hurricane Ka-
trina rebuild their homes.
Reid is indeed a very wor-

thy candidate for this hon-
our.
 

Grand Knight Eugene Ramos of  Knights of  Columbus Bishop 
de Mazenod Council 11115 presents a cheque for $1,000 to Fr. 
Kevin Smith, parish priest at St. Joseph’s Church. Attending the 
presentation are incoming Grand Knight Serge Relucio, past 
treasurer Philip Walawala, former F.S. Jun Oquendo, past Grand 
Knight Gani Esteban, Bro. Nonoy Gueverra, Bro. Rey Bustamente 
and past Grand Knight Danny Santos.

Bishop de Mazenod knights donate $1,000 to St. Joseph’s

Charleswood knights provide high school scholarship

Grand Knight Bill Grassick, accompanied by the current executive, pres-
ents scholarship to Reid Buchanan.
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October 

21  10:30 a.m.  Confirmation, Our   
 Lady of  Guadalupe, Sandy Bay

22  Annual Meeting Southdown 
 Institute
 
24   6:00 p.m. Dinner for Sol Kanee 
 Lecture  

25  11:00 p.m. Canadian Catholic   
 Renewal Service Meeting, 
 St. Charles Retreat Centre
 1:30 p.m. Sol Kanee Lecture  

26  10:30 a.m. Archdiocesan Council   
 Catholic Education Meeting   
 7:00 p.m. Social Justice 
 Workshop, Micah House   

27  Social Justice Workshop, 
 Micah House

28  11:00 a.m. Mass & Pastoral Visit,   
 Assumption of  Our Lady, Alonsa   

29   Meeting of  Manitoba Bishops with  
 Manitoba Major Religious 
 Superiors

November
1 7:00 a.m. PrairieAction Foundation 
                     Breakfast, Convention Centre

2 – 10  CCCB Executive visit to 
 Holy See, Rome

14  6:00 p.m. St. Paul’s College   
 Workshop (Governors & Directors)   

20  10:00 a.m. Ecumenical Bishop’s   
 Meeting  

21-23  Tri-Diocesan Priest’s  Gathering
 Elkhorn Resort

28-29  CCCB Executive Meetings

Archbishop Weisgerber’s Schedule

Many of you, I am 
sure, have followed 

the media’s coverage 
about Pope Benedict’s 
legislation in respect to 
the celebration of the Tri-
dentine Mass, that is the 
ritual used in celebrat-
ing the Eucharist prior to 
1962. Careful reading of 
the Holy Father’s words 
are needed if we are to 
know what he means and 
how we go about imple-
menting his instructions.
A little context. The 

Second Vatican Council 
invited the Church to express itself liturgically in a man-
ner that would show forth who and what the Church really 
is.  The Church is the People of God and hence all of us 
are invited into a full, active and conscious participation 
in the worship of the Church. The Church in Canada and 
in the Archdiocese of Winnipeg enthusiastically embraced 
this new vision. Over the past forty years, we have made 
and we continue to make great efforts to ensure that our 
Sunday worship reflects who we are: God’s people to-
gether offering Jesus’ gift of himself and his people to the 
Father.
Some parts of the Church, particularly in Europe, have 

resisted the Council’s vision and insist on a preconciliar 
form of celebration. This has led, in some parts of France 
and Switzerland, to great divisions and even schism. The 
Holy Father, always anxious to preserve the unity of the 
Church has now allowed this older form of the liturgy to 
be celebrated by those who have a strong attachment to 
the Tridentine rite and to those stable communities whose 
experience connected them to the former rite.

The Pope is not trying to turn back the clock, nor dis-
place the rite with which most of us are familiar. There 
have been two attempts, in the past forty years, to rein-
troduce the Tridentine rite in the Archdiocese. There was 
no sustained interest or participation, so these celebrations 
were discontinued. This would lead me to the conclusion 
that in our Archdiocese there is little evidence of a “strong 
attachment” and there are no stable communities with a 
continued experience of celebrating the Tridentine rite.
I believe that the desire of some to return to the Tridentine 

Mass expresses a deep discontent with aspects of contem-
porary celebrations of the Eucharist. Some people rightly 
long for a more reverent celebration, one that focuses on 
God’s presence. Others remember the wonderful choirs, 
moving music, greater periods of reverent silence. These 
are important aspects of our worship, elements which we 
are trying to recapture with our liturgical renewal. As you 
know, liturgical renewal is our Archdiocesan priority for 
2006 to 2008. 
Allow me once again to encourage every parish and every 

member of the Church to take seriously the efforts being 
made to revitalize and renew our liturgical worship. The 
manner in which we worship God together, tells the world 
who we are and what we believe. We are God’s People 
who, in Christ, are called to worship God in spirit and in 
truth through a participation which is full, conscious and 
active.

The Archbishop’s Message: 

‘Our Sunday worship  
reflects who we are’

October 2007

+V. James Weisgerber, Archbishop of Winnipeg

Deacon Conrad Plante, right, is greeted 
by Chief  Murray Clearsky from the Way-
wayseecappo First Nation while attend-
ing a powwow at Waywayseecappo in 
early June. It was one of  a number of  
powwows held at that time of  year on 
various First Nations in the area. Deacon 
Conrad, based in Onanole, is coordina-
tor of  the diocesan Westman First Na-
tions Project.

St. Peter’s Parish in 
Winnipeg celebrated 

its first Fiesta in honour 
of their patron saint, St. 
Peter last June.
The theme of the novena  

was  “Active, Conscious 
and Full Participation of 
the Faithful in the Litur-
gical Renewal”. 
Each day we reflected 

on sub-themes about the 
Eucharist.   
Msgr. Enrique Samson, 

Jr. presided at all the no-
vena masses.  
There was also a Parish 

Fair for all the different 

committees (Worship, Edu-
cation, Service, Temporali-
ties and Stewardship and 
Youth)  and religious orga-
nizations (CWL, Legion of 
Mary, Knights of Colum-
bus and the Filipino Orga-
nization) showcasing their 
objectives and mission. 
The purpose of this fair 
was to create awareness of 
what these committees and 
organizations are and what 
they contribute to the com-
munity.  
On Thursday, June 28, 

a procession was held in 
honour of St. Peter which was well attended by the 

parishioners. 
The St. Peter’s Fiesta was 

concluded with a thanks-
giving mass in honour of 
the pioneers who contrib-
uted their time and talent to 
the building of St. Peter’s 
Church.  
This mass was presided 

over by  Archbishop Weis-
gerber and concelebrated 
by 10  priests who served 
our church from 1975 to 
the present.

Contributed 
by Luz Sanchez

Fiesta at St. Peter’s honours the patron saint

Archbishop Weisgerber, centre, and 10 priests who served St. Peter’s church from 1975 to the 
present, as well as others, attended the Fiesta and concelebrated a thanksgiving mass in honor of  
St. Peter. 

Msgr Enrique Sam-
son, Jr., pastor of  St. 
Peter’s Parish.


