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100th anniversary of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

A city-wide cele-
bration with ecu-
menical church 

leaders was held at St. 
Mary’s Cathedral Janu-
ary 20 to begin the annu-
al Festival of Prayer, and 
the 100th anniversary of 
the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity.

Leaders and parishio-
ners from fourteen Chris-
tian churches and com-
munities participated in 
the liturgy. 

The music and read-
ings for the celebration 
reflected the theme for 
this year’s Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity: ‘Pray 
without ceasing.’

In his homily Arch-
bishop James Weisgerber, 
reflecting on the words 
of St. Paul, recalled that 
Christians are called to 
live in oneness, in unity 
with God and one another 
and called “to transform 
hearts and minds and ec-
clesial relations.” 

Weisgerber noted the 
great change over the past 
one hundred years with 
regards to ecumenical re-
lations

“I am enriched by my 

brothers and sisters and 
the richness of gifts,” 
Weisgerber said. 

“I covet them: the out-
reach to the poor, fearless 
proclamation of the word, 
pacifism, devotion to the 
dignity of life, inclusive 
governance with the la-
ity.” 

He cautioned that gifts 
can differentiate, divide 
and lead to competition. 

Recalling Pope John 
Paul II’s ‘Spirit of Com-
munion,’ Weisgerber said, 
“We must see what is pos-
itive and prize it as a gift 
from God, while resisting 
competition, distrust and 
jealousy. The stakes are 
high.” 

A century ago, the 
Church Unity Week was 
initiated by Father Paul 
Wattson, Episcopal priest 
and co-founder of the So-
ciety of the Atonement at 
Graymoor in Garrison, 
New York.  

The continuous annual 
celebration is a mark of its 
success. It is hoped that 
the prayer for unity and 
spiritual ecumenism can 
flow from the week’s ob-
servances and be accepted 

into the lives of Christians 
everywhere as a gift of the 
Holy Spirit.

 A combined choir and 
musicians strengthened 

the message through 
hymns and songs in Eng-
lish, French and Latin. 

The rite of peace was 
shared enthusiastically 

and common beliefs were 
proclaimed. From the 
central flame of the 2008 
Week of Prayer for Chris-
tian Unity candle, each 

worshipper received a lit 
taper as a symbol of their 
call to pray for unity in 
the hope and in the light 
of our paschal faith.

The collection from 
the evening was in aid of 
Winnipeg Harvest food 
bank and the Canadian 
Bible Society. 

At the end of the ser-
vice, the central flame 
candle was entrusted to 
Major Susan van Duinan, 
Divisional Commander 
of the Manitoba and 
Northwest Ontario Salva-
tion Army.

The candle then trav-
elled to each place of 
worship for services ev-
ery day throughout the 
week. 

Prayer services were 
held at the Salvation Ar-
my’s Heritage Park Tem-
ple, St. Peter’s Anglican 
Church, St. Boniface Ba-
silica, Bethel Mennonite 
Church, Sherwood Park 
Church of God (Wesley-
ian), Ukranian Orthodox 
Cathedral and Grace Lu-
theran Church. 

Contributed by 
Barbara Fawcett

Archbishop Metropolitan Lawrence Huculak of  the Ukrainian Cath-
olic Archeparchy of  Winnipeg leads prayer with other church lead-
ers including Archbishop Weisgerber, far right.

Annual Festival of Prayer

Staff  from St.Charles, St.Ignatius, St.John Brebeuf, Holy Cross, St. Boniface Diocesan 
High and St. Emile Schools recently joined Gail Gel, front, centre, from the Archdiocese of  
Winnipeg Catholic Schools and facilitator Dianna Robson, third row, centre, for a Preven-
tion in Motion workshop on the prevention of  abuse, bullying and harassment for adults 
who work with children and youth. These workshops are offered yearly at the Catholic 
Centre for all new school staff.

The Archdiocese of 
Winnipeg Catholic 

Schools and the Catho-
lic Schools Commis-
sion celebrate Catholic 
Schools week February 
10 to 15. 
The 2008 theme for 

the week is ‘Catho-
lic Schools Light the 
Way,’ focusing on the 
leadership that Catholic 
Schools provide to our 
nation, ‘producing grad-
uates who light the way 
to a brighter future for 
all humankind.’  
Catholic Schools Day is 

Fri., Feb. 15, hosted by 
St. Mary’s Academy. 
The day will begin with 

a liturgy at 8:45 a.m. 
presided by Archbishop 
James Weisgerber.
The morning’s keynote 

speaker is Reverend 
Darrin Gurr, Director of 
Liturgy for the Archdio-
cese of Winnipeg who 
will speak on The Life 
Giving Eucharist.
Later in the day, come-

dian, actress and inspi-
rational speaker Judy 
Savoy presents Get Me 
Back to the Garden, I’m 
Chokin’ on the Weeds. 
For complete details 

of the day see page five 
of this issue of the New 
Wine Press.
This issue also in-

cludes information on 
open houses and special 
events at a number of 
our schools, and a com-
plete listing of schools 
contact information can 
be found on page eight.

Catholic Schools Week Feb 10 - 15



Saturday, Feb. 23, 2008
to  Saturday, March 1, 2008

25% Off
In stock only 

337 William Ave Winnipeg, MB R3A 0H8 
Winnipeg (204) 943-7779    Toll Free (800) 943-7779 

Store Hours: 9 am to 5 pm 
www.stephanchew.ca

In its fi rst four years, this event has raised 
more than $80,000 in support of vocations 

in the Archdiocese of Winnipeg. 
More than a fundraiser, this is proving to be a 
real ‘community builder’ with over 400 people 

participating! There is still room for more 
golfers. 

You don’t golf? You can still help by… 
making a donation directly to the seminarian 
fund, donating a prize, sponsoring a team, or 

redeeming your rewards points for 
merchandise to donate as a prize. 

For more information please contact the 
Stewardship & Development Offi ce, 

452-2227, ext. 228 

A Swing & A Prayer
5th Anniversary

July 28, 2008

Public Way of the Cross, Good Friday, March 21st, 9 a.m.
Hosted by St. Joseph’s Church, 355 Andrews at Mountain

Check the weekly bulletin at www.archwinnipeg.ca for full details as the date approaches
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New members of the Archdiocesan Pastoral Council
Ms. Gladys Malcolm 

Ebb and Flow 
First Nation

St. Joseph Church

Glady Malcolm

It was on a Sunday, 
May 29, 1988, that I 

lost a daughter to sui-
cide. The following Sun-
day there was no Mass in 
the community, Father 
Dominique Kerbrat was 
our parish priest, and he 
came to our mission ev-
ery other week. 
Feeling lonely and de-

pressed, I went to the 
church and prayed. 
I made a commitment 

that day to God that I 
would start some kind of 
worship for those Sun-
days when there was no 
Mass in the community.  
I spoke to Father Ker-

brat about this and he 
gave me his support.  
There were just a few of 

us at the beginning, con-
sisting of a few family 
members and friends. 
Myself, my late hus-

band Phillip and Gladys 
Whitford were appointed 
to distribute the Holy Eu-
charist to the public by 
the former Archbishop of 
Winnipeg Adam Exner.
Later, I started a prayer 

group for the elders. 
I began teaching Cat-

echism and started a 
children’s choir. 
Each year I prepare the 

grade two children for 
their first communion. 
I distribute the Holy 

Eucharist to the sick and 
shut-ins, and prepare 
mothers for Baptisms 
which take place on 
the last Sunday of each 
month. 
It is a privilege to do 

this, to answer the call of 
God for my people.
In 2000, by invitation 

from Father Kerbrat, 
Phillip and I attended the 
Emmaus and Nathanael 
lay formation program. 
However, Philip became 
ill and we couldn’t finish 
these sessions. He died 
May 2, 2002. 
Gradually I returned to 

the service of the people 
in need. I reached out to 
the missionaries from 
the Philippines that have 
come to minister many 
of our parishes, getting 
them used to our cus-
toms.
We use native tradi-

tional at some of the 
funerals and the Holy 
Eucharist on request of 
some parishioners, such 
as drumming, singing 

and smudging.  I’m also 
a traditional Pow-Wow 
dancer and participate in 
Grand Entry’s at Pow-
Wows which we cel-
ebrate each year.
I have a prayer group 

that’s still active in these 
services, we pray and 
sing, and reflect on the 
Gospel at wakes, funer-
als and weddings.  
 We also do nine-day 

Novenas at the request 
of the people who want 
to have them.  
During Lent we have 

the Way of the Cross ev-
ery Good Friday. Com-
munity members join us 
as we walk the five miles, 
praying and taking turns 
carrying the heavy cross.  
At the beginning of Ad-

vent and Lent we have a 
Healing Mass which we 
will also have whenever 
the parishioners need it.
As more visitors came 

to our services for wakes, 
funerals or weddings, 
they  started spreading 
the news to other com-
munities of the good 
things we do at these ser-
vices and we were soon  
invited to other commu-
nities at Sandy Bay, Lake 
Manitoba, Crane River, 
Skownan, Long Plains, 
Elphinstone and Kateri 
Tekakwitha Parish in 
Winnipeg.
In the early 1990s, we 

started attending the Lac 
Ste. Anne Pilgrimage in 
Lac Ste Anne, Alberta.  
After attending the 

R.C.I.A. program I as-
sisted two young moth-
ers that wished to be-
come Catholics. They 
were baptized on Easter 
Sunday 2006.  
God is always my pro-

vider and I am trusting in 
his ways.  
I will serve him as long 

as he wants me to, with 
Ste. Juan Diego and the 
Blessed Kateri Tekak-
witha by my side.
God Bless

Sr. Aline Comeau
Sisters of the Cross

St. Dominic’s Church
Neepawa

Sr. Aline Comeau

I have been a Sister of 
the Cross since 1953.

I was born in southern 
Manitoba and by pro-
fession was a teacher 
working two years in 
Manitoba, six years in 
Quebec and twenty-five 
years in Saskatchewan.
Since 1990, I have 

dedicated my life as a 
Pastoral agent in the 
Archdiocese of Winni-
peg, serving in the Swan 
River area, in Roblin 
and San Clara, and pres-
ently at St. Dominic, 
Neepawa.
I have been involved in 

preparing children for 
the sacraments of initia-
tion, RCIC, RCIA and 
giving adult education 
classes, volunteering 
to help the needy chil-
dren at the elementary 
school, being a lay pre-
sider when called upon, 
performing the EMI and 
Lector ministries, visit-
ing the sick and shut-
ins.  
All these activities fill 

my heart with joy.
I am presently a mem-

ber on St. Dominic’s 

Parish Pastoral Coun-
cil and a member of 
the Catholic Women’s 
League assigned to the 
Spiritual Development 
Committee. 
I am also my parish’s 

representative at the 
Brandon Deanery Pas-
toral Council, and have 
just been appointed, 
for three years, to the 
Archdiocesan Pastoral 
Council by Archbishop 
Weisgerber.
For me, experiencing 

Church today is an ex-
citing and challenging 
time.  
Everyone is trying to 

define its changing mis-
sion statement through 
Parish Vitality Surveys.  
May we learn to let go 

and trust in the power 
of a faithful and loving 
Lord and Saviour.

Lori Ann Regnier
St.-Francois Xavier 

Church

Lori Ann Regnier

St. Francois Xavier is 
the second oldest par-

ish in Manitoba. 
After St. Boniface  Ca-

thedral the Metis church 
was started in 1824 in the 
home of Cuthbert Grant, 
the Warden of the Plains. 
The town was called 
Grantown. The first cha-
pel was built in 1828. The 
church and town were 
later renamed St. Francois 
Xavier. We were part of 
the St. Boniface Diocese 
and were not transferred 
to the Winnipeg Diocese 
until 1916. We are very 
proud of our pioneer heri-
tage and the many mis-
sionaries, priests and the 
Grey Nuns who nourished 
our faith. We do not have 
a resident priest but are 
served by priests who re-
side in Winnipeg.  Last 
winter we built a new rec-
tory and office. This gives 
us many opportunities as a 
meeting room, classroom 
and for social gatherings. 
The spire of  St. Francois 

Xavier Church projects 
from an outcropping of 
trees along Highway 26 
on the Assiniboine River. 
This is part of the historic 
Assiniboine Trail.
It is surrounded by a cem-

etery where many notable 

pioneers have been laid to 
rest.
I have retired from teach-

ing elementary school and 
am concerned with pre-
serving the environment 
God gave us for future 
generations. 
Presently we are grow-

ing certified organic veg-
etables in a sustainable 
manner for some niche 
markets in Winnipeg. Our 
goal is to erase our carbon 
footprint and walk in the 
footsteps of the Lord.
 I feel it is important to 

be part of the APC so that 
our parish is in touch with 
the other parish communi-
ties, united in service and 
witnesses to our faith. 
I have been involved 

in our Deanery Pastoral 
council for two years but 
my parish involvement 
spans about 20 years. I 
have taught Catechism, 
RCIA, served on Parish 
council and as Religious 
Education Co-ordinator , 
a position I still hold.
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Archdiocese of Winnipeg Annual Financial Report
Dear sisters and brothers,

Once again we are pleased 
to present our Operating 
Statement. 
This represents the year 

ended June 30, 2007. 
The numbers in the col-

umns represent the church 
at work in the southwestern 
corner of Manitoba. Your 
generosity makes this good 
work possible.
I would like to express, on your behalf, 

our appreciation to the members of the 
Finance Council, who advise me on 
these important matters. 
The Finance Council has reviewed and 

approved the annual audited re-
port and asked that this operat-
ing statement be placed in the 
New Wine Press. 
 As in the past, if anyone would 
like to review the details of the 
report, please feel free to con-
tact Mr. Rene Bouchard at the 
Catholic Centre.
 With every best wish.
Sincerely in Christ,

 +V. James Weisgerber
 Archbishop of Winnipeg

 Roman Catholic Archiepiscopal Corporation of  Winnipeg
Operating Fund

Statement of  Operations For the Year Ended June 30, 2007
    2007 2006
    $    $
Revenues    
Annual appeal (Sharing God’s Gifts)                                   1,493,770  1,459,857 
 Parish assessment  468,940  460,048 
 Deferred contributions  261,422   36,701 
 Interest and investment income  188,193  208,194 
 Donations, grants and bequests  153,830  138,546 
 Administration fees and other  100,301  79,562 
 Catholic schools assessment  69,889  67,711 
 Workshops, conferences and program income  43,680  45,565 
 Tribunal fees  25,957  25,194 

 Total revenues  2,805,982  2,521,378
 

Expenditures

Pastoral and ministerial services
  Catholic schools  184,507  181,454 
   Marriage tribunal  140,100  141,557 
  Religious education  137,653  161,552 
  Chaplaincy  121,280  111,312 
  Nathanael formation programs  90,484  98,460 
  Stewardship  76,767  83,570 
  Pastoral services   68,763  69,443  
  Communications  58,237  63,337   
  Human resources  46,960  70,600 
  Social justice  29,838  34,180 
  Youth   28,247  718 
  Diocesan celebrations and other  24,717  21,215 
  Diocesan Pastoral Renewal  24,422  -   
  Archives and information systems support  20,462  27,719 
   Total pastoral and ministerial services  1,052,437 1,065,117 
Chancery and archdiocesan administration  599,157 657,814 
Priests’ pension, professional development and care  349,514  242,969 
Mission support  164,123  140,751 
Building operations  123,514  105,928 
Conference of Bishops  47,022  47,699 
Professional fees  32,960  121,104 
Banking and investment fees  30,756  29,561 
Total expenditures  2,399,483  2,410,943 
Excess of revenues over expenditures  406,499  110,435 

The accompanying Statement of 
Operations is drawn from the 

audited financial statements of the 
Roman Catholic Archiepiscopal Cor-
poration of Winnipeg. It presents the 
Corporation’s operating revenues and 
expenditures for the fiscal year end-
ed June 30, 2007, with comparative 
amounts for the previous year.

Revenues
Revenues for 2007 totaled 

$2,806,000, in comparison to 
$2,521,000 in 2006, representing an 
increase of $285,000 (+11%).
As in previous years, the major 

portion of archdiocesan funding is 
generated through the annual Shar-
ing God’s Gifts appeal and through 
the parish assessment. Together, 
these totaled $1,963,000 in 2007 and 
represented 70% of total revenues. 
These combined revenues increased 
by $43,000 (+2%) over the previous 
year.
From time to time, the Archdiocese 

receives donations and grants desig-
nated for specific purposes and which 
are carried forward, to be recognized 
as revenue when the specified ac-
tivities or projects are undertaken. 
$261,000 was recorded as revenue 
from these deferred contributions in 
2007. 
Interest and investment income to-

taled $188,000 in 2007. This revenue 
is in comparison to $208,000 (-10%) 
earned in the previous year, when 
increases in short-term market rates 
and favorable investment returns had 
resulted in an income level which was 
significantly higher than anticipated.
As shown in the Statement of Op-

erations, the remaining revenue items 

experienced increases or remained 
relatively stable during the year.

Expenditures
Total expenditures equaled 

$2,399,000 in 2007, in comparison to 
$2,411,000 in 2006, for a decrease of 
$11,000.
Expenditures for pastoral and min-

isterial services totaled $1,052,000, 
compared to $1,065,000 (-1%) in the 
previous year. The 2007 level mainly 
reflects reductions in the areas of re-
ligious education and human resourc-
es, offset by increased expenses for 
chaplaincy and youth ministries as 
well as expenditures related to the 
newly launched ten-year Diocesan 
Pastoral Renewal Program. 
Chancery and archdiocesan admin-

istration expenditures decreased by 
$59,000 to $599,000 in 2007 (-9%). 
In addition to costs associated with 
the offices of the Archbishop and the 
Chancellor, these expenses include 
salaries and benefits related to the 
Chancery’s secretarial, accounting 
and financial management functions. 
Also included are such items as com-
munication costs, office supplies and 
travel.
Expenditures for priests’ pension 

and other needs totaled $350,000 in 
2007, compared to $243,000 in 2006 
(+44%). The increase was primarily 
related to the care of priests in need 
and to additional expenditures for 
professional development or forma-
tion.
Other major items include mission 

support, building operations, Confer-
ence of Bishops and professional fees. 
Support to home missions in 2007 
increased by $23,000 to $164,000 

2007 Financial Highlights

Ms. Geraldine Willcock (Chair)
Reverend W. Richard Arsenault
Mr. Rene Bouchard
Mr. Charles Henaire

Reverend Msgr. D. Ward Jamieson
Mr. Guy Prefontaine
Mrs. Silvia de Sousa
Mr. Bruce Ward

Archdiocesan Finance Council

(+17%). Building expenses increased 
by $18,000 to $124,000 (+17%) due to 
greater repair and maintenance costs. The 
annual funding provided to the Canadian 
Catholic Conference of Bishops remained 
stable at $47,000, while professional fees 
decreased by $88,000 to $33,000 (-73%) 
as a reflection of the specific legal advice 
and assistance required during the year. 

Results
These operating activities resulted in an 

excess of revenue over expenditures in the 
amount of $406,000. 
Of this total, $240,000 was transferred to 

a new Archdiocesan Charities Fund cre-
ated to provide support for the poor and 
for similar charitable purposes.
An amount of $40,000 was used for capi-

   
  2007   2006  
 Development and Peace    123,000  206,000* 
 Evangelization of Nations    40,000    41,000 
 Holy Lands    46,000    55,000
 Papal Charities    24,000    28,000 
 Catholic Schools  11,000    10,000
 Int’l Eucharistic Conference    5,000    n/a 

 Total    $249,000     $340,000 
 
*Includes special collection for Hurricane Katrina relief

Special Collections

tal asset purchases during the year, which 
included the replacement of windows at 
the Chancery office and the re-roofing of 
Micah House, the Archdiocesan centre 
for social justice. The remainder of the 
surplus was added to the operating fund 
balance.

Concluding comments
Through this commentary and the ac-

companying Statement of Operations, 
we are pleased to report to the Catho-
lic community how your financial gifts 
serve to fund services and programs for 
the parishes and missions entrusted to 
the Archbishop of Winnipeg.
We continue to extend our sincere ap-

preciation to all who contribute their 
time, abilities and financial resources for 
the benefit of parish and mission com-
munities within the Archdiocese. 
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Catholic Schools Week Feb. 10-15, 2008
From the Director of Education

Archdiocese of Winnipeg  
Catholic Schools

The theme for Catholic Schools week, which will be celebrated Febru-
ary 10 – 15, 2008, is ‘Catholic Schools Light the Way.’ This theme 

reminds us of the special place that Catholic schools have in the Church 
to be a light for all to see. This light comes from the mission that Catholic 
schools have that set them apart from public schools and most other inde-
pendent schools. In addition to supporting a strong academic curriculum, 
a Catholic school is a faith community that 
integrates religious instruction, value for-
mation, and faith development into the ev-
eryday life of its students. Catholic schools 
are communities where the Light of Christ 
shines for all to see in a world where being 
Catholic and Christian is counter cultural 
and not the norm. They carry on the tradi-
tions of the past to the next generation and 
create cultures and environments where 
gospel values are the norm and not the ex-
ception.

Catholic schools play an important role in 
the Church. The Sacred Congregation for 
Catholic Education in their 1988 document, 
‘The Religious Dimension of Education in 
a Catholic School,’ No. 66 states:

The Mission of the Church is to evan-
gelize for the interior transformation 
and the renewal of humanity. The special 
character of the Catholic school and the 
underlying reason for its existence, the 
reason why Catholic parents should 
prefer it, is precisely the quality of the 
religious instruction integrated into the 
overall education of the students.

The mission of the Catholic school is 
an extension of the overall evangelization 
mission of the Church and an important el-
ement in our future.

In the next few weeks, the Catholic 
schools in Winnipeg will be having open 
houses and begin the registration process 
for the 2008/09 school year. As a parent, 
take the time to check them out or call and 
go down for a visit and see what they have 
to offer.  You will notice the difference when 
you walk through the door. See if you have 
the impression of entering a new environ-
ment, one illuminated by the light of faith 
and values. Do you see the Light of Christ 
in the faces of the people you will meet? As 
the Director of Education, I have the privi-
lege of spending time in all the Catholic 
school communities and I know first hand 
that the Light of Christ is shinning in ou r 
schools. That light is not being hid under a 
bushel basket, but on the lamp stand to light 
the darkness for all to see.
God Bless, 
Robert Praznik

From Archbishop Weisgerber
Dear brothers and sisters,

Building a church of communion contin-
ues to be our goal and vision for the next 

ten years. Our church  involves the 155,000 
Catholics who live in the Archdiocese, our 
good works, parishes and institutions. Our 
Catholic Schools, which are an important 
part of our local church, make an essential 
contribution to communion. The excellence 
of education and the quality of alumni speak 
to this fact.
I am grateful to all who are investing in Catholic education. Know 

that this sacrifice you make helps to build our Church of Commu-
nion.
Sincerely in Christ,
    
    
+ V. James Weisgerber
Archbishop of Winnipeg

         ‘You are the light of the world.  
A city built on a hill cannot be hid.

            No one after lighting a lamp puts it  
under the bushel basket, but

            on the lamp stand and it gives light  
to all in the house. In the same

            way, let your light shine before others, so 
that they may see your 

            good works and give glory  
to your Father in heaven.’

    — Matthew 5:14
Robert Praznik
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Families with chil-
dren who are en-

tering kindergarten 
may wish to consider 
St. Charles Catholic 
School’s all-day kinder-
garten program. 
For over six years St. 

Charles has offered all-
day kindergarten al-
lowing the half-day 
provincial kindergarten 
curriculum to be taught 
at a more relaxed and 
enjoyable pace with 
added enrichment ac-
tivities, such as music, 
computers, library, 
French and physical 
education.  
A kindergarten Open 

House was held Thurs-
day, Jan. 24 at which 
parents  experienced “a 
day in the life of” a kin-
dergarten student.
Teachers discussed 

the English Language 
Arts programs that 
supports accelerated 
learning in reading and 
writing: Kid Writing 
and Guided Reading. 
The families  also had 
an opportunity to enjoy 
a musical performance 
by current kindergarten 
students.
St. Charles  School 

General Open House 
will be held on Wed., 
February 27 at 7 p.m. 
This presentation will 

be similar to the Kin-
dergarten information 
evening, but will focus 
on activities and spe-
cialty programs specif-
ic to the older grades. 
These include the: 

SCCS hockey skills 

program (Grades 4-8), 
Suzuki violin (Grades 4 
- 5), Excellence in Writ-
ing, Guided Reading, 
TUSC, Guitar (Grades 
5-8), Choir (K-8), intra-
murals, and competitive 
sports.
St. Charles offers a 

before and after school 
program and an on-site 
daycare for children 18 
months through 4 years. 
We offer a busing ser-

vice to students within 
the catchment area.
St. Charles is a Catho-

lic school which is open 

to all faiths. 

Contributed by
Dr. Penny Parzyjagla
Principal,
St. Charles Catholic 
School

At Holy Ghost School our 
mission is to “strive to 

educate the child in areas of 
spiritual, academic and social 
growth, with the belief that 
each child is unique and gifted 
by God.”
Holy Ghost School is a kin-

dergarten to Grade 8 Catholic 
School located in Winnipeg’s 
North End.
The Oblate Fathers established 

the School in 1902.
The Benedictine Sisters have 

also contributed immensely to 
the school as administrators 
and teachers.
At Holy Ghost School, certi-

fied teachers teach a religion 
program in addition to the regu-
lar provincial curriculum.
The School has much to offer 

parents and students:  dedicat-
ed teachers, an active Parent’s 
Association, Heritage classes 
teaching Polish and Tagalog, 
reasonable fees, a before and 
after school program, extra-

curricular activities and inter-
school sports programs.
As a school community, we 

also prepare students for the 
sacraments of First Reconcili-
ation, First Communion and 
Confirmation.  
We celebrate these sacraments 

with Holy Ghost Parish.
For the 2008-09 school year, we 

currently have openings in Kin-
dergarten, grades 1, 2 ,3 and 4.
For further information, ap-

plications and tours, please 
contact the school at 582-
1053, or e-mail:schooloffice@ 
holyghostschool.ca .

Contributed by 
Principal: 
Mr. David Hood
Phone:  582-1053
Fax:  582-4870
319 Selkirk Avenue
Winnipeg, MB  
R2W 2L8
E-mail:  schooloffice@ 
holyghostschool.ca

Holy Ghost School 
since 1902

Nurturing the spirit
Challenging young minds

605 Renfrew Street, Winnipeg
For more information, call 489-2115
or email leeman@sjbcommunity.ca
www.sjbcommunity.ca/school

St. John Brebeuf School
Got Faith in Your School 2008
New Wine Press
Ad size: 5”x 5“

For fifty years, families who have chosen
St. John Brebeuf School have discovered a faith-
based education that enables and empowers
students from K to 8 to meet life’s challenges
and become informed, compassionate
and responsible citizens of the world.
A high percentage of our graduates
continue their studies and
achieve Honour Roll status
at St. Mary’s Academy and
St. Paul’s High School.

Choosing the right school
is one of the most important
investments you can make
in your child’s future.
Invest with care.

Got Faith in YOUR

School?

St. John Brebeuf
Catholic School

ATTENTION ALL FORMER 
PARISHIONERS 

OF ST. ANN’S PARISH (St.James) 
JULY 25TH-27TH, 2008 

WE WILL BE  CELEBRATING OUR 
100TH ANNIVERSARY AS 
A PARISH COMMUNITY

JULY 25TH: EVENING PRAYER SERVICE FOLLOWED BY 
A WINE AND CHEESE  AT THE CHURCH

JULY 26TH: 4:30pm  MASS WITH THE ARCHBISHOP FOL-
LOWED BY DINNER AND DANCE  

AT THE VISCOUNT GORT

JULY 27TH: 9:30am MASS FOLLOWED BY A FAMILY  
PICNIC AT BOURKVALE COMMUNITY CLUB AND PARK

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
e-mail stanns@mts.net or call  

ALISON STEWART  204-888-1704

Catholic Schools Week Feb. 10-15, 2008
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Our Lady of Victory 
School proudly an-

nounces our new classroom 
computers.
We are extremely grateful 

to the priests and their par-
ishes, Knights of Columbus 
and CWL Councils for an-
swering the call for gener-
osity and helping us to meet 
our needs. 
It is always refreshing to 

see how the fellowship be-
tween Catholic communities 
is always there when one is 
in need and how those with 
much are able to empathize 
and see the need of others 
who are struggling and be 
there for support. 
Christ’s invitation to his fol-

lowers to “feed my sheep” is 
never more meaningful as 
when the sheep we are feed-
ing are the lambs of our own 

Catholic community. The 
future of our faith grows in 
the hearts and minds of our 
youth, and the role we play 
as stewards of the faith will 
reflect in the way they grow 
and express their faith based 
on our example. 
What better way to teach 

and instill generosity than 
to share with others in need. 
To witness the appreciation 
of the students as they see 
the kindness of others in the 
computers they use daily in 
their school life is indeed a 
blessing to those of us privi-
leged with the responsibility 
of their education. 
To those who gave a 

little rather than a lot, we 
thank you as it is in the act of 
charity we are blessed, not in 
the size of the gift. 
To those who answered our 

plea with generous contri-
bution, we are truly grateful 
and acknowledge your sacri-
fice on our behalf. 
Our goal was to reach 40 

computers, and to date we 
have 21 new computers in 
three classrooms. We grate-
fully acknowledge the won-
derful support from the fol-

lowing members of not only 
our parish, but many other 
parishes, organizations and 
individuals who have self-
lessly contributed to our 
school computer project: 
Our Lady of Victory Parish-
ioners, Our Lady of Victory 
Catholic Women’s League, 
Holy Rosary Parish (Wpg), 
Holy Rosary Knights of Co-
lumbus (Wpg), St. Anne’s 
Woman’s Association (Pe-
tersfield), St. John Cantius, 
St. John Cantius CWL, St. 
Joseph’s Parish, (Wpg) Fr. 
Tarrant, Fr. Filipow Council 
(Wpg), Our Lady of Perpet-
ual Help (Wpg), Christ the 
King Church (Stonewall), 
Dauphin Knights of Colum-
bus Council, Sacred Heart 
Church (Virden), Santo 
Condestavel Knights of Co-
lumbus Council (Wpg), Frs. 

A and J Kulawy Knights of 
Columbus Council (Wpg), 
St. Theresa’s Parish (West 
St. Paul), Selkirk Knights 
of Columbus (Selkirk), St. 
Andrew & Margaret Church 
(Little Britain), Bogumil 
and Krystyna, Fr. Fernandes 
(Russell), St. Joseph the 
Worker (Russell), St. Antho-
ny of Padua Knights of Co-
lumbus (Wpg), St. Anthony 
of Padua (Hungarian) Parish 
(Wpg), Steinbach Knights 
of Columbus (Steinbach), 
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 
(Wpg), Fr. Richard Arse-
nault, Parish of Notre Dame 
(Selkirk), St. Peters Parish 
(Wpg), and St. Theresa’s 
Parish (Rossburn).  
Any donation is still gra-

ciously accepted and appre-
ciated.

Our Lady of Victory’s computer campaign a success

OLV has 21 new computers in three classrooms.

The office of the AWCS 
provides adminis-

trative and educational 
support services to nine 
schools in the Archdiocese 
of Winnipeg. The tenth 
school, St. Augustine’s 
in Brandon is associated 
with the Brandon School 
Division under a special 
agreement. 
The AWCS office also 

provides services to the 
seven Catholic schools 
in the Archdiocese of 
St. Boniface and the one 
Ukrainian Catholic school 
(Catholic Schools Com-
mission) through a service 
agreement. 
Financial support for the 

office comes through funds 
from Sharing God’s Gifts, 
contributions from each 
school, the service agree-
ment with the Catholic 
Schools Commission, and 
the Knights of Columbus.
A major focus of the 

AWCS office is to provide 
professional development 
and curricular supports for 
the schools. This includes 
workshops and in-services 
for principals, teachers, 
support staff, students, and 
directors. 
Some topics covered in 

this current school year 
have included: Literacy 
with information technol-

ogy, religious education, 
professional learning com-
munities,  social justice, 
board governance, trevlac, 
and spirituality of leader-
ship. 
The Director of Education 

visits the schools, meets on 
a regular basis with princi-
pals and local board chair-
persons and is available to 
offer advice on educational 
and legal standards. 
Policies and guidelines 

are developed for schools 
so they are able to adopt 
practices in accordance 
with government regula-
tions and canon law. 
The director also liases 

with Manitoba Educa-
tion, Metro Winnipeg 
Superintendents, Manitoba 
Federation of Indepen-
dent Schools, Canadian 
Catholic Schools Trustees 
Association and other 
organizations and individu-
als on behalf of Catholic 
schools.
The AWCS office also 

provides administrative 

support to schools such as 
assistance with government 
reporting and data collec-
tion, position posting and 
substitute list, assistance 
with staff and principal 
selection, evaluation and 
professional growth plan-
ning and collaboration to 
develop effective gover-
nance and management 
practices. 
Although each Catholic 

school in Winnipeg oper-
ates as a separate legal en-
tity, there is close coopera-
tion between the schools 
and the AWCS office.

A major focus of the 
AWCS office is to 

provide professional 
development and 
curricular support.

Our Lady of Victory School International Day
Our Lady of Victory School is hosting an International Day for our 

Open House on Wednesday, Feb. 27 at 6:30 pm.  
Come and taste the culture at OLV.  

We are proud to announce FULL DAY KINDERGARTEN
all day / every day beginning in the 2008–09 Academic Year. 

You are invited to our Open House to explore the wonderful and ex-
citing educational opportunities that await your child at 

Our Lady of Victory School!

Captain Miles MacDonell Assembly #0370
Knights of Columbus 

32nd Annual Dinner & Draw in support of 
Catholic Parochial School Education

St. Charles Catholic School 
will be the 2008 recipient of the funds raised

 Date: Wednesday, April 23rd, 2008 
 Time: 6:00 p.m. Cocktail Hour with Dinner and Draw to follow.
 Location: Blessed John XXIII Parish Auditorium
  3390 Portage Ave., Winnipeg
 Cost: Dinner & Draw ticket $50.00. Draw only ticket $25.00 
  ($20.00 tax receipt to be provided) 

Limited ticket printing of 350. 
 Over the past 5 years, this fundraiser has raised 

$30,000.00 for Catholic Education
For tickets: 

Call St. Charles Catholic School Office at 837-1520

As part of its mission 
to develop the Chris-

tian leadership potential of 
students, St. John Brebeuf 
School offers a number of 
programs that put “love into 
action,” within the school 
community and beyond.  
In addition to social justice 

projects undertaken by each 
grade, the school provides 
collaborative opportunities 
through the House System, 
a program that fosters school 
spirit through curricular and 
extra-curricular activities.
Another unique initiative 

implemented at St. John 
Brebeuf is The Virtues Proj-
ect co-founded by Canadian 
psychotherapist and author  
Linda Kavelin Popov in  
2000. The program is de-
signed to create an environ-
ment of caring and respect so 
that all may live, learn and 

serve in Christ. The Virtues 
Project inspires the practice 
of virtues in everyday life.
Each month, the school 

community learns one of fif-
ty-two virtues to help inspire 
excellence, respect, compas-
sion, justice and cooperation. 
Each student receives a Vir-
tues Cross, a simple necklace 
consisting of a wooden cross 
and beads.  
The necklace represents 

monthly virtues and symbol-
izes God’s love and the many 
gifts he has given.

In June of 2008, St. John 
Brebeuf School anticipates 
completion of the entire Vir-
tues Project.  
Project Coordinator, Jen-

nifer Waroway says that the 
project has been successful 
beyond expectations.  “It has 
helped us to better under-
stand what God creates us to 
be so we can live to our full 
potential.” 

Contributed By 
Debbie Dusanek 
and Jennifer Waroway

Grade five students gather around prayer 
table wearing Virtues Crosses.

SJB puts 
love into 
action

Archdiocese of Winnipeg  
Catholic Schools office provides 
a variety  of support resources

St. Edward’s 
School 

Is now accepting reg-
istrations for students 
entering Kindergarten 
in Sept. 2008.
We are also accepting 
applications for stu-
dents  grades 1 to 6, 
space permitting. Stu-
dents will be placed on 
a waiting list and con-
tacted as space becomes 
available. For infor-
mation or to receive a 
registration package 
phone 774-8773 be-
tween 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. 
on school days. Visits to 
the school may also be 
arranged by phone. 

Catholic Schools Week Feb. 10-15, 2008



1495 Pembina Hwy., Winnipeg, Manitoba R3T 2C6
 Phone: 478-3205 Fax: 453-8236
E-mail: awcs@archwinnipeg.ca  Website: www.archwinnipeg.ca

Director of Education: Robert Praznik
Administrative Coordinator to Catholic Schools: Gail Gel

Holy Ghost School 
333 Selkirk Ave., Winnipeg   
Phone: 582-1053             Fax: 582-4870
www.holyghostschool.ca
Principal: David Hood
Pastor: Rev. Maciej Pajak, O.M.I.
K - 8 

St. Charles Catholic School
331 St. Charles Street, Winnipeg
Phone: 837-1520  Fax: 837-2326
www.stcharlescatholicschool.ca
Principal: Dr. Penny Parzygjala 
Pastoral Coordinator: Sr. Emma Berard, m.o.
Pastors & Pastoral Administrators: 
St. Charles: Rev. Terance McGrath
St. Paul the Apostle: Rev. Mark Tarrant, 
Our Lady of  Perpetual Help:
 Rev. Barry Schoonbaert
Blessed John XXIII: 
 Msgr. Maurice Comeault, 
St. Anne’s: Sr. Alice Konefall, snjm, 
 Pastoral Administrator 
N - 8

St. Ignatius School
239 Harrow Street, Winnipeg                                                                                            
Phone: 475-1386 Fax: 475-3961
www.stignatius.winnipeg.mb.ca
Principal: Danielle Kolton  
Pastor: Rev. Brian Massie, SJ 
N - 8                                

St. Mary’s Academy
550 Wellington Crescent, Winnipeg                                                                                  
Phone:  477-0244  Fax: 453-2417
www.stmarysacademy.mb.ca
Director: Sister Susan Wikeem, snjm
Principal: Connie Yunyk                                    
7 - 12

St. Paul’s High School
2200 Grant Avenue, Winnipeg                                                   
Phone: 831-2300  Fax: 831-2340
www.stpauls.mb.ca
President: Rev. Alan Fogarty SJ
Principal: Tom Lussier
9 - 12

Our Lady of  Victory School
249 Arnold Avenue, Winnipeg 
Phone: 452-7632 Fax: 453-3081  
www.victoryedu.com
Principal: Alexander Cap
Pastor: Rev. Boguslaw Wardzinski
N - 8

St. Edward’s School
836 Arlington Street, Winnipeg  
Phone: 774-8773  Fax: 775-0011
Principal: Linda Doyle  
Pastor: Rev. Vicente Tungolh
K - 6   

St. John Brebeuf  School
605 Renfrew Street, Winnipeg
Phone: 489-2115  Fax: 489-6097
www.sjbcommunity.ca
Principal: Laura Carreiro    
Pastor: Msgr. D. Ward Jamieson
K - 8                                                         
 

St. Maurice School
1639 Pembina Highway, Winnipeg                     
Phone:  452-2873 Fax: 452-4050
www.stmaurice.mb.ca
Principal: Giuseppi Caligiuri   
Pastor: Rev. Patrick A. Morand
N - 12

St. Augustine’s School
330 - 3rd Street , Brandon 
Phone: 729-3285  Fax: 729-3286  
www.brandonsd.mb.ca/bsd/staugustine
Principal: Betty Howell 
Pastor: Rev. Dominic Yuen
K - 8

Learning in 
His Spirit
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Mark your 
calendar!

Archdiocese 
of Winnipeg 

sponsors
YouthLeader 

2008
August  
11-15

Information 
and  

registration 
now  

available at 
archwinnipeg.ca

Archdiocese of Winnipeg 
Invites applications for the position of 

   Director of Youth Ministry 

Duties to commence August 1, 2008 

The Archdiocese of Winnipeg coordinates activities for and provides central services and pastoral leadership
to its over 90 parishes, missions and institutions across Manitoba.

We are inviting applications for the position of Director of Youth Ministry. As part of the Pastoral Team, the
Director provides direction, resources and counsel on formation of ministry with youth. Our vision is that “Youth
ministry in the Archdiocese of Winnipeg deepens the baptismal call of each young person and encourages them to
live this call more fully in becoming disciples of Jesus in building a Church of Communion”.  The successful
candidate should possess a strong commitment to and understanding of the Catholic Faith.

Position Summary:
The Director of Youth Ministry will support our faith communities in the following ways:

� Coordination - network with and support youth leadership in our faith communities; promote and value
the importance of diverse models and programs that support our vision statement and advocate for
youth ministry.

� Communication - promote the importance of youth ministry within all segments of the Archdiocese;
collaborate effectively with faith communities and encourage them to connect with each other.

� Facilitation - share resources, information and skills in a practical way; train and empower faith 
community leaders through formation opportunities and encouragement; develop ongoing needs
assessment and implement the goals of youth ministry.

Qualifications:
� Post secondary education in a related field or equivalent education and experience.
� Strong knowledge and understanding of the structure and teachings of the Roman Catholic Church.
� Ability to share one=s own faith with others and inspire other’s faith development.
� Experience working with youth at the parish, school or community level would be an asset. 
� Strong organizational, leadership and time management skills.
� Excellent communication skills both verbal and written.
� Proficient in MS Office. 

Some meetings are held evenings and weekends, the incumbent must be available to work varied hours as required.
Must be able to provide own transportation and be able to travel to various locations throughout the Archdiocese of
Winnipeg.

If you have excellent interpersonal and organizational skills, an attitude of service and hospitality, flexibility,
initiative and dedication we would be pleased to receive your application. Please submit your resume in writing or
by email, with the names of three references including your pastor, in confidence by March 31, 2008 to:

Human Resources 
Archdiocese of Winnipeg
1495 Pembina Highway

Winnipeg, MB, R3T 2C6 or
humanresources@archwinnipeg.ca

We thank all applicants; however, only those selected for further consideration will be contacted.

J-Walking?
J-Walking (“jaywalking”) means going against the 

flow, choosing unconventional paths, crossing 
social boundaries, entering into ‘unlikely’ relation-
ships.
J-Walking is also an invitation to walk in justice in 

the footsteps of Jesus today.  Where would you go, 
who would you get to know, and how would you 
grow?
Michelle Garlinski and Joy Beauchamp invited 

Grade 11 and 12 students to enroll in this program.  Is 
it worthwhile? This is a comment made by one of the 
participating students: 
“J-Walking has been a perfect tool to open my eyes to 

the injustices in Winnipeg. I believe that I have become 
more open and understanding to those around me.”
Under the direction of Owen Sweeney and two fa-

cilitators, David Tenjo and Brenna Mahoney, Micah 
House is recruiting Grade 11 and 12 students to par-
ticipate in the Justice Walking program beginning in 
February. St. Charles, too, will begin the program 
shortly.  
Contact Micah House, the Catholic Centre for So-

cial Justice, at 589-5393 for further information.  
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In 2005, Archbishop 
Weisgerber established 

a Youth Ministry task force 
to identify, survey, and re-
port the realities of youth 
ministry in the archdio-
cese. 
After extensive conver-

sations and gathering of 
input, a comprehensive re-
port was submitted to the 
Archbishop. 
It was determined that 

the first step was to re-es-
tablish the Youth Ministry 
Advisory Commission. 
Serving on this commis-

sion are: the Archbishop, 
Rev. Mark Tarrant, Rev. 
Mr. Rene Gauthier, Ms. 
Marg Craddock, Mr. 
Adam Prokopanko, Ms. 
Candace Maxwell and 
Ms. Michelle Garlinski, 
chairperson. 
This commission has 

been meeting regularly 
to formulate a vision and 
plan a strategy in light of 
the findings of the task 
force. 
The commission has de-

veloped a vision statement 
of youth ministry for the 
archdiocese:

“Youth Ministry in the 
Archdiocese of Winnipeg 
deepens the baptismal call 
of each young person and 
encourages them to live 
this call more fully in be-
coming disciples of Jesus 
in building a Church of 
Communion”
One of the commission’s 

priorities has been to start 
a search for a Director of 
Youth Ministry, (see job 
posting at lower right) 

with the expectation of fill-
ing the position by August 
2008.
The most important cri-

teria is that the person be 
someone who can minister 
effectively to, with, and for 
the Archdiocese of Winni-
peg.
The advisory commis-

sion will continue to serve 
as both reinforcement 
and resource for the Di-
rector of Youth Ministry, 

modeling a collaborative 
approach to ministry. 
In order to meet the in-

creasing need of leader-
ship and skill develop-
ment among our young 
people, the archdiocese is 
committed to sponsoring 
the YouthLeader program 
again August 11-15, 2008. 
This will also provide the 

new director with an op-
portunity to meet and jour-
ney with youth and adults 

engaged in youth ministry 
in their faith communities.        
 We ask for your contin-

ued support and prayers 
for our young people and 
those ministering to and 
with them!

Contributed by 
Michelle Garlinski, 
Chairperson, 
Youth Ministry Advisory 
Commission. 

A vision statement for archdiocesan youth ministry

This year’s archdiosecan Youth Leader program runs from August 11-15

Learn American 
Sign Language

For Priests, Deacons, Brothers, 
Sisters, or lay people interested in 

learning the  
American Sign Language.

It is being taught by deaf persons at 
the Deaf Centre,  

285 Pembina Highway at various 
times of days and evenings.

We need you for advancing the 
Kingdom of God among the deaf. 

Please contact Sister O Fiola, m.o., 
administration at 233-7287.
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For Dr. Hunter Adams, 
known famously as 

Patch Adams, happiness is 
a revolutionary act. 
Adams travels the world 

visiting war-torn and under 
funded hospitals, or goes 
wherever need exists, with 
a team of 40 therapeutic 
clowns providing patient 
care. 
He is the same Patch Ad-

ams portrayed in the 1998 
film of the same name, with 
Robin Williams as Adams.
At age 62, he maintains a 

medical practice at the Ge-
sundheit! Institute, a free 
clinic in Virginia, and helps 
to fund it by lecturing 200 
days a year. 
Adams visited Winnipeg 

Nov. 29 as a keynote speak-
er at The Art of Healing, the 
2007 Interfaith Health Care 
Conference hosted by the 
Interfaith Healthcare As-
sociation of Manitoba and 
Mennonite Health Services 
of Manitoba. 
Adams defines happiness 

as “a state of being obvious 
by its action – a platform 
from which you launch 
your life. If you have food 
and a friend, what are you 
bitching about?” 
Adams despairs over soci-

ety’s attention to pain, suf-
fering, war and oppression.
“For many faith groups,” 

he says, “life is suffering. 

The media sells misery and 
controls thinking. The neg-
ative mindset makes it diffi-
cult for people to recognize 
and connect with the joy in 
their lives.”
Almost overwhelmed in 

his youth by the injustice, 
intolerance and violence 
that surrounded him living 
in the U.S. South in the ear-
ly 1960s, Adams survived 
two suicide attempts and 
discovered that joy could be 
a choice in his life. He be-
came passionate about the 
care of people around him. 
“Anyone who cares about 
love is a political activist,” 
he said. 
 Through observing his pa-

tients Adams has found that 
for many the pain in their 
lives is fueled by loneliness, 
boredom and fear. 
“Depression is a symp-

tom of loneliness,” he said. 
“The solution – a human 
friend. You need to develop 
a philosophy of loving and 
a way to carry it out. At the 
Gesundheit Institute, bore-
dom is considered a medi-
cal emergency.” 
Adams wonders how with 

so many wonders in the 
world anyone could ever 
become bored. 
He said society’s loss of 

community and the failure 
of nuclear families has pro-
duced fear. 
“People are hungry for 

groups of any kind. If you 
want to get rid of fear, 
clump! Friendship is the 
greatest force in human life 
and laughter is the grease.”
Adams said dressing like a 

clown breaks down barriers 
and it has proved especially 
effective when marching in 
protest rallies.
“No police officer wants to 

be photographed arresting a 
clown, “ he said.
Adams described a visit 

to a cancer ward in a Bos-
nian hospital where he and 
his therapeutic clowns were 
challenged by the numbers 
of patients, especially chil-
dren, for whom there was 

no pain relief medication. 
By holding and playing 
with one little patient, using 
love and laughter alone, he 
was able to give the great 
gift of a pain free hour. 
He said an important part 

of his intimate and sensitive 
clowning is connecting with 
the needs of patients. 
He said that the most 

powerful medicine he has 
yet discovered is gratitude. 
When asked how to em-
brace a similar lifestyle, 
Adams prescribed a three 
step process: “Intention, 
Performance and Conse-
quence.”
The intention might be 

the decision to love life or 
speak for justice. The per-
formance would be the un-
dertaking of the intention 
at every opportunity, with 
no exceptions and the con-
sequence would be the rec-
ognition of the impact and 
effect. 
“There is no time off and 

no excuses because of age, 
gender, etc,” he said. 
Central to Adams’ message 

is the power of compas-
sion for a suffering world 
through peace, justice and 
love.

Contributed
by Barbara Fawcett

Dr. Patch Adams leads 
the happiness revolution

Dr. Hunter ‘Patch’ 
Adams

The World Youth Day Dinner The-
atre Production Company is back 

for its fourth consecutive year. 
The troupe of 17 youth from the par-

ishes of St. Ann’s, St. Jean Brebeuf 
and St. Charles are working hard on 
this year’s production called Is the 
Grass Greener? 
This is an amusing story about a 

young country lass trying to make it 
big in New York City. In the process 
there is plenty of humour, singing and 
dancing. 
Money raised by The World Youth 

Day Dinner Theatre Production Com-
pany is divided among the youth in 
the cast and is kept in trust by their lo-
cal churches until the youth requests 
funding to attend retreats, pilgrim-
ages or travel to perform missionary 
work.  
St. Charles Church hall is the venue 

for all performances which take place 
on Feb. 23 and 24 and March 1 and 
2. Ticket price for the performance 
along with a delicious three course 
meal is $30.
This comedy was written by the 

play’s director Jim Alexander, a 
teacher at Charleswood Junior High 
School. Alexander, the other adult 

organizers and the cast and 
crew have been meeting ev-
ery Sunday since Septem-
ber. For three hours they re-
hearse, share their faith and 
have fun. 
“These young people are 

strong and centered in their 
beliefs and they know how 
to practice them. They are 
our young leaders and good 
examples for young kids ev-
erywhere. They know how to give of 
themselves to enrich the lives of oth-
ers,” says Alexander.
As well as working on the Dinner 

Theatre production, many of these 
youth are very involved in their par-
ticular parishes. 
Alina is 12 years old and is in sev-

enth grade at Bruce Middle School. 
Alina helps with the children’s Litur-
gy of the Word in her parish and is on 
the Leadership team at her school.
Sixteen-year-old Janelle is a grade 

ten student at Westwood Collegiate 
and has been with the Dinner The-
atre for four years. Janelle teaches 
Sunday school, plays guitar and key-
board in the St. Charles parish youth 
band, is senior high representative on 

the Youth Ministry, a councillor at St. 
Malo camps and a basketball and vol-
leyball coach at St. Charles School.  
“I love volunteering,” says Janelle, 

“because every time I get the chance 
to volunteer it makes me feel like I 
am serving God and living my faith 
life to the fullest.”
Fifteen-year-old Josh is another 

four-year veteran of the Dinner The-
atre. “I think volunteering is impor-
tant because it lets me help other 
people while meeting new people and 
making new friends,” says Josh. “I 
personally think that it makes you a 
better person.”  Josh is involved with 
Youth in Philanthropy, has earned the 
Chief Scouter award and volunteers 
at St. Malo summer camp.

Contributed by Eva Arsenault

World Youth Day 
Dinner Theatre 

opens fourth season

The cast and crew have been 
meeting every Sunday since Sep-
tember to rehearse, share their 
faith and have fun. 

When Tyler Pelke was 
only 14, he barely 

survived a brutal attack in 
his own home. His throat 
was cut within a millime-
tre of his jugular vein and 
a gas soaked blanket was 
thrown over him and set on 
fire. God spoke clearly and 
urgently to him that night, 
“Get up and go.” 
He stumbled out into the 

night and into a healing 
journey that would include 
two months 
of hospi-
ta l iza t ion . 
His spiritual 
journey to 
healing and 
forgiveness 
was much 
longer and 
now in-
cludes many 
speaking opportunities with 
faith groups of all ages.
Pelke spoke on the Art of 

Forgiveness in a plenary 
address to the Canadian 
Mennonite Health Assem-
bly at the Art of Healing 
Interfaith Health Confer-
ence at Winnipeg’s Victo-
ria Inn Nov. 28. 
Pelke pursued a career in 

firefighting and recently 
became the youngest train-
ing officer in the Winnipeg 
Fire Paramedic Service. He 
is secretary-treasurer for 
the Firefighters Burn Fund, 
a husband and a new father. 
He is grateful for the full-
ness of his life.
The process of forgive-

ness was complex for the 
Pelke family. “It was not 
overnight – more like 
climbing Mount Everest, 
three steps forward and 
two steps back.” But he 
remained motivated. “Un-
forgiveness is like drink-
ing poison; the only person 
harmed is you,” he said.
Pelke’s attacker on that 

fall night in 1990 was Earl 
Giesbrecht, a 17-year-old 
who they knew from high 
school and who had talked 
his way into the Pelke’s Al-
tona home while Pelke and 
his friend Curtis were the 
only ones there. Giesbrecht 
murdered Curtis, left Pelke 
for dead and set fire to the 
house.
While recovering, Pelke 

realized that God wanted 
him to move forward and 
was working actively in 
his life through the faithful 
support of his family and 
friends and the excellent 
care he received. Although 
he had third degree burns 
to 25 per cent of his body, 

all the skin grafts were suc-
cessful and he regained a 
good deal of mobility.
Pelke’s mother struggled 

with her own guilt for be-
ing away at the time of the 
attack. She had chosen to 
move to Altona because 
she wanted to raise her son 
in a faith-filled community. 
As part of her own healing 
journey she chose to visit 
Giesbrecht in prison and 
found the experience trans-

forming. 
Pelke real-

ized that his 
mother’s act 
was also an 
i m p o r t a n t 
part of the 
healing jour-
ney for the 
whole com-
munity and 

for the Giesbrecht family 
who still reside in Altona.
When Pelke made his own 

choice to face his attacker, 
he placed his trust in God 
to support him. He has 
made several prolonged 
visits to Giesbrecht saying 
simply that they talked to-
gether for a long time. 
“I went expecting nothing 

and I got back a ton,” said 
Pelke. “Everyone can in-
fluence those around them 
– everyone has the power. 
It takes time. How do you 
eat an elephant? One bite at 
a time.” 
The organization that held 

the event, the Canadian 
Mennonite Health Assem-
bly, grew out of the need 
for Mennonite care homes 
and hospitals to work to-
gether and was organized 
in 1966 as the Canadian 
Association of Mennonite 
Hospitals and Homes. The 
name was changed in 1973 
to Canadian Mennonite 
Health Assembly (CMHA), 
a charitable organization 
that represents Mennonite 
institutions and health care 
agencies. 
CMHA focuses on the 

support of health care 
ministries by improving 
administration and en-
couraging the exchange 
of information between 
members. Annual meetings 
include educational work-
shops, inspirational speak-
ers, and opportunities for 
fellowship among health 
care workers.

Contributed
by Barbara Fawcett

When he faced 
his attacker, he 

placed his  
trust in God  

to support him

Tyler Pelke’s 
amazing story of 

forgiveness
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University Students Hold Guru Nanak Free Kitchen

Around 30 Indo-Ca-
nadian students of 

Hindu, Sikh and Christian 
faiths gathered on Jan. 3 
to serve 400 hot meals to 
those in need on the streets 
of Winnipeg. 
In November one of the 

organizers, fourth-year uni-
versity student Nita Abbi, 
saw a posting on Facebook, 
a popular online social net-
work, describing such an 
event in Vancouver. 
She contacted Sony Sand-

hu and Raman Gill and 
plans for Winnipeg’s Guru 
Nanak Free Kitchen began 
in earnest.
Abbi said that for a com-

munity project to succeed, 
“you need good friends 
with a strong work ethic.”
The inspiration for the 

project really began much 
earlier, in 1469 with the 
birth of Guru Nanak, 
founder of Sikhism and re-
vered as the “embodiment 
of the light of God.” 
His radical teachings in-

cluded acceptance and 
unity among all people no 
matter what faith or caste 
and selfless sharing of re-
sources with anyone in 
need. 
Guru Nanak was born in 

Talwandi, near Lahore in 
what is now northeast Paki-
stan. 
A Hindu by birth, he left 

his home at around the age 

of 30, and spent 20 years 
travelling widely in search 
of spiritual truth. 
He eventually settled in 

Kartarpur, in the Punjab, 
where he attracted many 
followers. He was a revo-
lutionary in his thought, 
denouncing many contem-
porary religious practices 
as idolatrous, speaking out 
against discrimination, and 
preaching equality for all 
people. 
His doctrines were set out 

later in the Adi-Granth,  
which literally means “the 
first book” and is the early 
compilation of the Sikh 
Scriptures by Guru Ar-
jan, the fifth Sikh Guru, in 
1604.
Communal kitchens to 

feed the needy or “angar”are 
traditional among Sikhs 
as is “sera” the concept of 

selfless service to human-
ity.
Faithful to the teachings 

of Guru Nanak, young vol-
unteers with the help of a 
couple of mothers met in 
the kitchen of Winnipeg’s 
South Sikh Centre to pre-
pare around 800 roti with 
warm vegetable curry, and 
over 400 muffins. The roti 
were foil-wrapped and kept 
warm until distributed.
Word of the project spread 

quickly and many volun-
teers came forward to work 
on food preparation and 
distribution. 
Vegetable distributor Peak 

of the Market donated po-
tatoes for the curry and an-
other donor came forward 
with vegetables after hear-
ing about the project on 
CBC radio. 
Brarr Att Mills donated  

flour to make the roti and 
Popular Printers provided 
printing signage.
The noon-hour distribu-

tion took place in the North 
Main area of Winnipeg, 
near the Salvation Army 
Hostel and the Main Street 
Project. 
Later in the afternoon, 

the volunteers moved to 
West Broadway and then 
to Selkirk Avenue to spread 
the meals as widely as pos-
sible. 
Recipients were intrigued 

at the roti; many had never 
tasted Indian food previ-
ously and enjoyed the 
spice. Some consumed their 
meals on the spot and some 
gathered several packages 
to take home to family. 
There were also many 

questions about vegetari-
anism and the faith com-
munities. For many of the 
diners, it was their first op-
portunity to meet and speak 
with an Indo-Canadian.
Volunteers were enthusi-

astic about mounting an-
other distribution and hope 
to make it a regular event. 
Organizers were grateful 

for the positive response 
and dialogue with the peo-
ple they met in the various 
Winnipeg neighbourhoods. 

Contributed by
Barbara Fawcett
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Be a beacon of truth
and freedom

“Be a beacon of truth and freedom, of justice 
and peace, so that all the people of the world 

may rediscover hope.”  
“Open our eyes to all those in distress, inspire us to 

find the right words and actions to support our brothers 
and sisters in pain and difficulty, and give us the abil-
ity to serve others with a sincere heart following the 
example and words of Christ himself. ”  
These words are taken from the Eucharistic Prayer 

for Special Occasions. They seem especially appropri-
ate in this time between the Christmas and Lent.  
For many the New Year’s resolutions are still fresh.  

Lent, that time of journeying through the desert and 
reflecting on the matters of life and death is here.
How may we be instrumental in bringing hope into 

focus?  
Pope Benedict has just published an Encyclical on 

hope. But well before the encyclical, Isaiah gives us 
a bit of a blue print for restoring hope:  “Break un-
just fetters, and undo the thongs of the yoke.”  Open 
our eyes to the realities around us, “share our bread 
with the hungry and shelter the homeless, clothe the 
naked… then will your light shine like the dawn.”  Is 
this not the fast Yahweh wants?
Opening our eyes, ears and heart may be the first step 

in bringing hope to our world. Pausing and deliber-
ately being present to the people and events around us 
can jolt us awake to new realties.  
Two months of being in a leg cast, unable to walk or 

drive, having to keep my hands on my crutches when I 
stand, have severely limited my independence.
The possible frustration was lightened by the acts 

of kindness and sensitivity extended to me by many 
people.
I was chauffeured to meetings, accompanied up and 

down stairs, had snow and ice removed from the side-
walk so I could more easily manoeuver, all done with 
no expectation of being rewarded.  
Each morning, my breakfast was laid out and my cof-

fee poured. All of this was done graciously and freely.  
The questions that began to percolate were many:   
• How did people with a variety of disabilities get 

around the city?  People without ‘chauffeurs’?  People 
unable to take the bus and who cannot afford a cab?
• Who shops for basic necessities for those who 

have no home care but are unable to get around?
• Who cares for those discharged from hospital who 

are not yet ready to cope on their own?
• Where do the homeless find shelter when they are 

sick?
Other realities and questions can be asked as well, 

questions not directly related to disabilities.
• What happens to the wife and children of men 

who are imprisoned when the wife has no job?
• Who pays the bills while insurance companies 

take weeks and months to verify claims?

Sr. Johanna Jonker is at Micah House
1039 Main St., Winnipeg

589-5393

The View from 
Micah House

SMA’s human trafficking DVD will raise funds for safehouse 

Students served 400 hot meals on the streets of  
Winnipeg in the tradition of  Sikh Guru Nanak.

St. Mary’s Academy  
celebrated the DVD 

launch of The Oldest Op-
pression Jan. 15, a film ver-
sion of a powerful student-
created drama that gives a 
voice and a face to victims 
of human trafficking. 
The work represents sev-

eral years of collaboration 
among Grade 11 students 
who researched and wrote 
the original play.
Since its debut in 2004, 

successive years of students 
have adapted it and kept 
it current with additional 
research on the global sex 
trade. The play has been 
performed in a variety of 
venues in Manitoba.
The play was developed 

into a movie by play-
wrights Joy Beauchamp 
and Ellen Pederson. The 
screen version was directed 
by Jeremy Williamson of 
Red Sky Films and original 
music  was composed by 
Jordan Burg. 
The DVD will be distrib-

uted through the Sisters 
of the Holy Names of Je-
sus and Mary Justice and 

Peace Network throughout 
the U.S. and in Lesotho, 
Africa. 
On the evening of the 

DVD launch, SNJM Jus-
tice and Peace Commit-
tee member Sr. Lesley 
Sacouman announced 
plans for Natasha’s Home, 
a safe-house for rescued 
trafficked women. Profits 
from the sales of the DVD 
at $10 each will begin the 
fund raising  for Natasha’s 
Home.
A fund-raising dinner is 

being planned at the Holy 

Names House of Peace and 
a CD of Songs for the Si-
lenced by Jordan Burg and 
other musicians will also 
raise funds for the project. 
A number of characters in 

the Oldest Oppression have 
remained in the drama from 
the first version. 
Kuniko, a young bride, is 

sold into the sex trade in 
Thailand by her husband 
“for the price of a small 
car.” 
Lesha is taken from an 

orphanage and Isabella is 
lured with the promise of 

a career, only to lose “my 
virginity, my dignity and 
any chance I had for life.” 
In a parallel monologue 

set in Vancouver, a wealthy 
woman decries the lack of 
response to criminal van-
dalism and theft from ga-
rages in her area, while a 
poor woman calls for a re-
sponse to the assault, mur-
der and disappearance of 
women. 
A newer character is a 

young mother from Aceh, 
Indonesia in despair at the 
news of her seven-year-old 
son being abducted by traf-
fickers in the chaos after 
the Tsunami. 
Also portrayed was a pro-

curer who realized $10,000 
profit on each young wom-
an he obtained. 
To the St. Mary’s students 

who have committed their 
energies so wholeheartedly 
to this cause, Sacouman 
said “You have given us 
valid reason to hope.”

Contributed by
Barbara Fawcett

Current team of  grade 11 students behind the 
Oldest Oppression, a project that began in 2004.
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February 
10 - 2:00 Rite of  Election, St. Mary’s Cathedral
11-14 Meeting of  the Bishops of  America  
Executives, Huntington, NY
15 - 9:00 a.m. Mass with Inter-diocesan  
Teachers, St. Mary’s Academy, Winnipeg
16 - 5:00 St. Ignatius Parish, 100th Anniversary 
Mass
17 - 4:00 Eucharist with the Eritrean  
Community House of  Peace, Winnipeg
18-22 Western Conf. of  Bishops, Edmonton
23 - 11:00    Archdiocesan Pastoral Council 
Meeting, St. Francois
March 
12 - 11:00 Ecumenical Bishops Meeting
12 - 2:30 Archdiocesan Finance Council  
Meeting

17 - 7:30 Chrism Mass, St. Mary’s Cathedral
19 -11:30 Eucharist, St. Joseph’s Residence, 
Winnipeg
20 - 7:30 Holy Thursday Liturgy,  
St. Mary’s Cathedral
21 3:00 Good Friday Liturgy,  
St. Mary’s Cathedral
22 - 8:00 Holy Saturday Liturgy,  
St. Mary’s Cathedral
27 - 7:30 Confirmation, St. Augustine of   
Canterbury Parish, Brandon
28 - 6:00 Diocesan CWL Convention, Mass & 
Banquet, St. Anthony of  Padua Parish,  
Winnipeg
29-30 Winnipeg Nathanael Retreat, St. Bene-
dict’s Monastery

April 
2-3 CCCB Executive, Ottawa
5 - 6:20 Eucharist, Stony Mountain Institution
6 -11:30 Confirmation, St. Paul’s College, Win-
nipeg
8 - 6:00 Caritas Dinner,  Convention Centre
9 - 7:30 Confirmation, St. Ann’s Parish, Winni-
peg
16 - 7:30 Confirmation, St. John Cantius Parish, 
Winnipeg
17 - 7:30 Confirmation, St. Anthony of  Padua 
(WK), Winnipeg
18 - 7:00 Confirmation, St. Vital Parish, Winni-
peg
19 - 5:00 Confirmation, St. Gianna’s Parish, 
Winnipeg
20 - 10:00 Confirmation, Blessed Sacrament 
Parish, Elie

Archbishop Weisgerber’s Schedule

My friends,

In early January I joined 
with the Presidents of 
Bishop’s Conferences of 
Europe and the United 
States for a pastoral visit 
to the Churches of the 
Holy Land. I would like 
to share some reflections 
about this important event 
with you.
Christians in the Holy 

Land, being neither Jew-
ish nor Muslim, find 
themselves in a very dif-
ficult minority position. 
Most Christians live within the area governed by the 

Palestinian Authority in the territories occupied by Is-
rael since 1967. These areas are now completely cut 
off from Israel by the huge wall and numerous check-
points and this has disastrous consequences in respect 
to employment and education. 
In the absence of a hopeful future many Christian 

families join the huge numbers who have already em-
migrated. It is sad to see the steady decline of Chris-
tian communities who have lived here since the time 
of Jesus and it is painful to imagine no disciples of 
Jesus in the very land in which he lived.
We were asked by the Holy See to visit the Holy 

Land, not as politicians, but as bishops and pastors. 
The Christian communities who feel so isolated need 
to know that they are not forgotten. Most of our time 
was spent visiting with the people, the living stones 
of the Church. We met with bishops, leaders and pas-
tors and with many ordinary people, especially young  
people. 
On the Sunday I was privileged to preside at the 

Eucharist at Taybeh, a small Christian village north 
of Jerusalem. In recent decades the village has lost 
about half its population, but now, with the help of 
international churches, the village is developing small 
industries which provide not only employment, but 
dignity and hope. The people were very anxious that 
their story be known in our countries.
We ended our journey in Rome in a meeting with 

Vatican officials and many of the bishops of the Holy 
Land. The Holy See is keenly aware of the difficult 
plight of the Churches of the Holy Land. The mission 
we carried out helped us as leaders to see, first hand, 
both the faith and the suffering of the people. We were 
invited to inform the Churches of our countries about 
this situation, to ask for prayers and to solicit support 
for our fellow Christians. The main Canadian agen-
cies of support for the Church in the Holy Land are 
Development and Peace and the Catholic Near East 
Welfare Association. The entire collection on Good 
Friday is dedicated to the Church in the Holy Land. 
Our Archdiocese has always generously responded 
and I would like to encourage an even greater gener-
osity.

The Archbishop’s  
Message

February 2008

+V. James Weisgerber 
Archbishop of Winnipeg

Above, Archbishop 
Weisgerber presides at 

Eucharist in Taybeh, a 
small Christian village 

north of  Jerusalem. 
Following his visit to the 

Holy Land the  
Archbishop went to 

Rome, where, in photo 
at right, he met with 

various officials  
including the  

Vatican Secretary of  
State Cardinal Tarcisio 

Bertone, on the  
Archbishop’s left, and  

Cardinal Leonardo  
Sandri, Prefect for  
Eastern Churches. 

St. Joseph’s Parish in Winnipeg hosted the annual priests Christmas party on Dec. 
27, 2007. Pictured witth Archbishop Weisgerber are members of  the parish Catho-
lic Women’s League who prepared and served a delicious dinner to the 50 priests  
present. 


