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Discussions lead to creation of sixth deanery

Archbishop James 
Weisgerber has an-

nounced a number of per-
sonnel changes  that be-
came effective Sept. 15.
Reverend Gerry McDou-

gall, s.j. becomes Pastor of 
St. Ignatius Parish in Win-
nipeg. 
Reverend Brian Massie, 

s.j. and Reverend John 
Doyle, s.j. become Paro-
chial Vicars at St. Ignatius.
Reverend Peter Monty 

s.j., formerly a Parochial 
Vicar at St, Ignatius,  has 
departed from the arch-
diocese for ministry in the 
Archdiocese of Ottawa. 
“We are grateful to Fa-

ther Peter for his presence 
and ministry in the Arch-
diocese, especially his ser-
vice to St. Francis de Sales 
Church of the Deaf,” said 
Weisgerber.
The Archbishop also ex-

pressed the gratitude of 
the archdiocese for the ser-
vices of Reverend Raphael 
Glofcheski, Monsignor 
Norman J. Chartrand and 
Monsignor Stan Jaworski 
at St. Nicholas Tavelic Par-
ish in Winnipeg, during the 

past number of years. 
“Their willingness to 

come out of retirement was 
much appreciated,” said 
Weisgerber.
More recently the arch-

bishop announced the ap-
pointment of Reverend 
Joseph Choji as Parochial 
Vicar of St. Augustine’s 
Parish in Brandon. This ap-
pointment is effective until 
July 31, 2009. 
Originally from Nigeria, 

Father Choji spent the last 
two years working in the 
diocese of Saskatoon. He is 
currently pursuing a degree 
in Education at the Univer-
sity of Brandon. 
Weisgerber is also pleased 

to announce the upcom-
ing ordination of the aco-
lytes Richard Ludwick 
and Claude Lambert to 
the Permanent Diaconate. 
Ludwick is a parishioner of 
St. John Brebeuf Parish in 
Winnipeg and  Lambert is 
a parishioner of St. Charles’ 
Parish in Winnipeg. 
The ordination celebration 

will take place at St. Mary’s 
Cathedral on Friday, Octo-
ber 24, at 7:30 p.m. The 

archbishop invites  all pa-
rishioners “to this impor-
tant celebration in the life 
of our local church.”
Thc archbishop also an-

nounced the appointment 
of Leonard Ernest as the 

Associate Director of 
Catechetics for Westman 
Deanery.
For thc past six years,  Er-

nest served as a Parish Min-
ister at St. Cecilia’s Parish 
in Regina, Sask. 

Prior to that he had been 
involved is education for 
thirty years, as a teacher, 
principal, guidance coun-
sellor and Director of Edu-
cation in the Saskatchewan 
Catholic School System 

The Archdiocese of 
Winnipeg has made a 

number of changes to its 
deanery structure, result-
ing in the creation of a 
sixth deanery essentially 
by the division of the 
former North Winnipeg-
Interlake deanery into 
North Winnipeg Deanery 
and Interlake Deanery. 
In addition, the former 

Brandon Deanery is now 
styled Westman Deanery. 
The changes became ef-
fective Sept.1.
The new deanery was cre-

ated in response to discus-
sions among the Deans and 
Deanery Pastoral Council 
Chairs at a meeting in 
Portage la Prairie in May 
when a motion was passed 
to establish a separate 
deanery for the Interlake. 
This was later ratified by 
the Council of Priests.
Each deanery is over-

seen by a Deanery Pas-

toral Council comprised 
of the Dean and Pastoral 
Council Chairs from each 
of the parishes within the 
deanery. There are also 
regular meetings of the 
clergy and lay leaders of 
each deanery.
The council considers re-

gional issues and establish-
es means of consultation 
and communications with 
parishes and parishioners.
The Interlake Deanery is 

comprised of 18 churches 
and North Winnipeg Dean-
ery contains eight churches.
The other deaneries are 

Parkland Deanery which 
contains 29 church-
es, Westman  with 22 
churches,  Central Win-
nipeg with 14 churches 
and South Winnipeg with 
eight churches. 
A number of churches  

are ‘reduced service’ and 
or ‘missions’ according to 
an area’s population. 
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We, the baptised, are challenged to grow and mature in faith, hope and love.
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Archbishop announces 
personnel changes in 

the Archdiocese

Jubilee year 
dedicated to 

St. Paul

Over the summer Pope 
Benedict XVI an-

nounced a special jubilee 
year dedicated to St. Paul.
The pope said the Pauline 

year will run from June 28, 
2008, to June 29, 2009, to 
mark the approximately 
2,000th anniversary of the 
saint’s birth.
He made the announce-

ment June 28, the eve of the 
feast of Sts. Peter and Paul, 
patron saints of Rome.
“Dear brothers and sisters, 

as in the (church’s) begin-
ning, today, too, Christ 
needs apostles ready to sac-
rifice themselves. He needs 
witnesses and martyrs like 
St. Paul,” the pope said.
The Pauline year will fea-

ture numerous special litur-
gies and events in Rome, 
and will also be celebrated 
in local churches and in  
religious orders and other 
institutions that have a spe-
cial link to St. Paul.
In September at the open-

ing mass at St. Paul’s High 
School the school displayed  
a recently acquired print of 
St. Paul from the ‘illumi-
nated’ St John’s Bible.

In this issue, Archbishop James Weisgerber writes: 
“As a community we spent the last two years work-
ing on liturgical renewal and while this remains an 
on-going challenge, we will now turn the attention 
of  the next two years (September, 2008- June 2010) 
to our next priority which is faith formation. You will, 
in the next few months, hear much about GiFT — 
Growing in Faith Together!”  Please see page 8.

YouthLeader 08
YouthLeader 2008 was held at St. Benedict’s Retreat and Conference 
Centre Aug. 11 to Aug. 15. The program prepares youth to take leader-
ship of  their own lives and to bring their gifts to ministries around them. 
See stories on page 5.

The former North Winnipeg-Interlake Dean-
ery was divided into North Winnipeg and In-
terlake Deaneries.
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Confused Catholic? 

Inactive Catholic?  

Alienated Catholic?

Welcome Home! 

If you have been away from the church, or 

drifting away from it; if you’ve been hurt by 

the church or are confused or angry because 

of your Catholic experience, please consider 

this invitation to come  with us on a journey 

of reconciliation. 

Consider coming home!

CATHOLICS COMING HOME

Six Mondays, 7:00-9:00 pm, beginning 20 October 
St. Ignatius Parish, Loyola Lounge (Jessie St Entrance) 

Richard Lebrun: 488-3835  –  Parish Office: 474-2351

 The sessions will highlight  
how the gift of God’s Word and  

presence can bring us to a place of  
wholeness, healing and transformation.  

Registration is $30 per participant. 
For information or to register contact: 

Koreen Hrizai
(204) 237-9851 ext.235

khrizai@archsaintboniface.ca
Or

Margaret Craddock
(204) 452-2227 ext.243

mcraddock@archwinnipeg.ca

 

A Day for Catechists 

For more information contact Dan Potvin
Director of Stewardship and Development

Archdiocese of Winnipeg
(204) 452-2227 ext, 228
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Nathanael groups complete three-year formation

The Blessed Mother Te-
resa Nathanael group 

of Brandon completed its 
three-year faith formation 
on the first weekend of 
June. 
It was a bittersweet time as 

Nathanaelites bid farewell 
to each other and to the for-
mation team. A summary 
was given by each member 
of the formation team. 
Louise Lamont delivered 

the human growth compo-
nent. Her goal was for par-
ticipants to gain a better un-
derstanding of themselves 
and how we act and interact 
with those around us. 
Fr. Michael Raj was the 

theology instructor. In his 
summary he said “our jour-
ney is a personal Exodus, 
there is a promised land to 
get to, like the Israelites 
whose 40 years in the des-
ert shaped their faith.”  He 
added first and foremost in 
theology you need scrip-
ture, as ignorance of scrip-
ture is ignorance of God.  
Fr. Kevin Smith instructed 

the spirituality component. 
“Christ invites us to be ful-

ly human,” he said. “This 
world is only the appetizer 
to the next life. What do 
we do with the fire burning 
within us – that’s our spiri-
tuality,” he said. 

The Scripture component 
was delivered by Fr. Wayne 
Morrissey. 
“We have always treasured 

and cherished the Bible,” he 
said, “and to know how was 
painstakingly preserved is 
awesome. The Bible nour-
ishes our prayer life and 
guides our meditations.” 
Fr. Eric Giddins was the 

director of the Nathanael 
program and he delivered 
the liturgy component. He 
said the purpose of liturgy 
is to constantly build us up 
into a holy temple, to reach 
a mature concept of Christ 
in each of us and then to 
mission, show forth to the 
outside world the sign of 
being lifted up. 
In liturgy, he said, the 

encounter with the sacred 
is the primary thing. “We 
need to be the sign to the 
scattered children of God, 
that they all may be one as 
we are one.” 
Archbishop Weisberger 

attended to share the expe-
rience and preside at mass. 
He commissioned Nathana-
elites to take what they 
have learned into their daily 
lives, “to be Christ’s hands 
and feet in the world.” 

Contributed by
Judy Wells

After completing three 
years of intensive 

study, Winnipeg’s John 
Paul II Nathanael program 
members celebrated with a 
commissioning ceremony  
June 15 at St. Charles Par-
ish in Winnipeg.
The 24 members, repre-

senting parishes through-
out the diocese, received a 
certificate and commemo-
rative Nathanael pin in 
recognition of completing 
the Christian lay formation 
program offered through 
the Archdiocese of Win-
nipeg.
“It’s a wonderful gift to 

our church, to our diocese, 
and also to the worlds in 
which each of us live,” 
said Sr. Cathy Laviolette, 
director of the John Paul II 
Nathanael program.
During the course of the 

program, Nathanaelites fo-
cused on five components 
of study: theology, scrip-
ture, liturgy, spirituality 
and human growth. The 
aim of the program is to 
foster a greater understand-
ing of the Catholic faith 
and encourage active par-
ticipation in the Church.
Sr. Cathy believes Na-

thanaelites will feel re-

warded with a greater sense 
of God’s presence.
“I hope people have left 

this program with a real 
love for God and their rela-
tionship with Christ, and a 
sense of having been called 
and sent forth by the spirit 
of Jesus to be Christ, wher-
ever they are,” she said.
Br. Camille Legare who 

taught the scripture com-
ponent noted the Nathana-
el program, which started 
in 1988, is invaluable to 
Catholics seeking a better 
appreciation of their faith.
“People don’t have too 

many opportunities to un-
derstand their faith better,” 
noted Br. Camille. “They 
have had something in 
school. Then afterwards, 
they had so little. This pro-
gram was created to give 
them the opportunity to ex-

plore their faith life.”
Nathanaelite Kelly Sulli-

van had a sense of gratifi-
cation after completing the 
program, but also  found 
the three-year journey a re-
ward in istself.
“The Nathanael program 

is something I would rec-

ommend to every Catho-
lic, because there is just so 
much to know and under-
stand,” he said. “It’s given 
me a fabulous understand-
ing of the Catholic faith.”

Contributed by
Angela Brown  

Nathanael Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
Mount Sinai, Rome and Assisi 

A pilgrimage  is planned for the Nathanael Commu-
nity as they conclude their formation process in June 
2008. This pilgrimage of 17 days, May 5 to 21, 2009, 
is planned and organized by Adriana Lombardini of 
Flair Travel.  Fr. Renato Pasinato of Christ the King 
Parish in St. Boniface will accompany the pilgrim-
age.  If interested in participating in this pilgrimage, 
please contact Adirana Lombardini at Flair Travel, 
Grant Park Shopping Centre 284-9684, or e-mail 
adriana@flairtravel.mb.ca

The Nathanael John Paul II commissioning ceremony took place in June. The next 
Nathanael program starts in September 2009.

John Paul II,
Winnipeg

Blessed Mother Teresa, Brandon 

World Youth Day 2008 
was celebrated in 

Sydney, Australia from July 
10 15.  It was an incred-
ible experience filled with 
faith, adventure (including 
sleeping out under the stars 
for an evening!), opportu-
nity, fun, friendship and so 
much more!  There were 
over 223,000 registered 
pilgrims from all over the 
world…there were people, 
languages, flags, colours, 
cultures and customs from 
every corner of the earth!  
The words of our Holy 

Father were profound, en-
couraging and even a little 
challenging as he told us 
“my dear friends, you must 
be holy and you must be 
missionaries since we can 
never separate holiness 
from mission.”
Our catechesis sessions 

were exciting and taught us  
about the Holy Spirit and 
about the importance of 
evangelizing.  
Prior to the WYD events, 

a week of celebrations and 
activities known as Days 
in the Dioceses (DID) was 
held throughout Australia.

We traveled to Brisbane 
for the DID where activities 
included attending mass at 
our host parish, participat-
ing in service projects, site-
seeing, attending a very big 
deanery mass and the high-
light of the week was a day-
long celebration known as 
the Heart of the City.  
In the days following 

WYD we travelled to the 
Blue Mountains to spend 
four days at Mount Schoen-
statt retreat centre where 
the grounds were home to a 
big group of kangaroos!
We were each challenged 

in different ways – being 
away from home, from 
what is familiar and what 
is comfortable for 18 days, 
staying with host families 
in both Brisbane and Syd-
ney. It really allowed and 
forced us to grow and to 

learn more about ourselves.  
And now our minds are 
swirling with memories, 
experiences, music, people 
and so much more!  It will 
take a while to process all 
that we saw, learned and 
experienced.  We’ve been 
left with a life-time of 
memories and a challenge 
to live out the theme of the 
WYD: to receive power 
from the Holy Spirit and to 
be witnesses!  
The next international 

WYD celebration will take 
place in Madrid, Spain in 
2011.

Contributed by
Nicole Hoard
Youth Ministry Coordinator
Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Church

 World  
Youth Day  
in Sydney, 
Australia For the second summer 

in a row, a group of 
teens and adult chaperones 
from Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help Parish, Winnipeg em-
barked on a New Orleans 
Mission Trip to work with 
Habitat for Humanity. The 
mission of the trip was ser-
vice – to love and serve, to 
be “doers of the Word”.  It 
was incredible!
Ten teens ages 14-16 par-

ticipated, along with three 
adults, including the moth-
er of two participants.
We left Winnipeg on Aug. 

15 in two vans. We spent 
two evenings in West Mem-
phis, Arkansas at a host par-
ish, St. Michael’s. We spent 
a morning in Earle, Arkan-
sas doing garbage clean-up 
in the blazing sun and 43 C 
heat  as part of tornado re-
lief work.  
We arrived in New Or-

leans on Aug. 4. We stayed 
at an old retreat centre in 
the  historical and  excit-
ing French Quarter. With 
Habitat for Humanity we 
worked for five days in St. 
Bernard Parish. We did ev-
erything from putting a roof 
on a house, to insulating a 
house, to cleaning up vari-
ous Habitat work sites and 
hauling loads of garbage to 

the dump.  
It was very hot, very hu-

mid and  dirty.
We saw all sorts of crea-

tures including fire ants, 
lizards, frogs and even a 
Black Widow spider.  
Through it all our group 

never lost focus on what we 
were there to do: to be of 
service to a city that was so 
badly damaged after Hurri-
cane Katrina in 2005.  
We found local residents 

were very happy to see 
us, many of whom offered 
kind words of thanks to our 
teens. 
People there feel forgot-

ten, so when a group from 

Canada travels down to be 
of assistance, they made a 
big deal about it.
Our teens were mature, 

thoughtful and hardwork-
ing and they had a lot of 
fun!
This was truly an experi-

ence that will be part of 
them forever – and how 
wonderful that they could 
do this through the Church.

Contributed by
Nicole Hoard
Youth Ministry Coordinator
Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Church

Our Lady of Perpetual Help  
youth return to New Orleans

A 10 km pilgrimage to the site of  the vigil and outdoor 
mass with Pope Benedict XVI included a walk over the 
bridge crossing Sydney Harbor. 

Ten teens ages 14-16 made the trip, along with three 
adults. They helped build homes with Habitat for Hu-
manity to replace those lost in Hurricane Katrina.
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Diocese welcomes Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministry

As another school year 
begins, it is with great 

joy that the Office of Youth 
and Young Adult Ministry 
is once again alive in the 
Archdiocese of Winnipeg.  
My name is Elisabeth 

Duggan and I am the new 
Director of Youth and 
Young Adult Ministry.  I 
am very excited to serve 
this Archdiocese and assist 
in the building of our faith 
community.  To further re-
flect on this office and its 
ministry, the vision state-
ment for Youth and Young 
Adult Ministry states the 
following:
“Youth Ministry in the 

Archdiocese of Winnipeg 
deepens the baptismal call 
of each young person and 
encourages them to live this 
call more fully in becoming 
disciples of Jesus in build-
ing a Church of Commu-
nion”
It is through this vision 

that the Office of Youth and 
Young Adult Ministry will 

serve the faith community 
in the Archdiocese of Win-
nipeg.   
Youth and Young Adult 

Ministry is an essential part 
in the life of the Church.  
During Vatican II, the 
Church acknowledged the 
importance of Youth and 
Young Adults in the Church 
because they not only rep-
resent the future of the 
Church, but are the Church.  
All of us, through our 
baptism, are a part of the 
Church alive in the world.  
It is our responsibility as 
a Church to grow together 
and support one another.  
Those who serve youth 

and young adults are liv-
ing out their baptismal call 
by sharing their gifts with 
these individuals and be-
ing a witness of our faith 
to them. They create an 
environment of welcome 
and support that lets them 
know they are part of the 
community and essential to 
the life of the Church.  It is 

with sincere gratitude that 
we thank these individuals 
who live their vocation to 
serve our youth and young 
adults.  
In the past two months 

since I have begun my min-
istry here, I have witnessed 
the many wonderful things 
youth and young adults can 
do.   YouthLeader in Au-
gust saw 19 youth and 1 
young adult gather together 
to grow in their skills as 

leaders with the support of 
4 adults.  This was a great 
witness of how youth and 
young adults already see 
the importance of their role 
in the life of the Church.  It 
is encouraging to know we 
have wonderful youth and 
young adults who ignite 
life into the Archdiocese.  
They truly live the theme of 
WYD 2008 that stated “you 
will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you; and you will be 
my witnesses.”  Over the 
next few years more youth 
and young adults will dis-
play their baptismal call 
and become more vivid in 
our faith community.  
So, as we begin a new 

chapter in the Office of 
Youth and Young Adult 
Ministry, I ask your prayers 
for our youth and young 
adults as we continue build 
a ‘Church of Communion.’

Contributed by
Elisabeth Duggan

Elisabeth Duggan

YouthLeader builds skills for a lifetime
As the saying goes, 

you have to break a 
few eggs to make an om-
elet, and the participants in 
Winnipeg’s YouthLeader 
2008 conference did just 
that; building cohesion in 
a team-building exercise 
involving teams that were 
dropping eggs 30 feet and 
improvising ways to keep 
them intact using nets made 
of straws and masking tape. 
As some eggs were break-
ing, bonds and leadership 
skills were building. 
YouthLeader 2008 was 

held at St. Benedict’s Re-
treat and Conference Cen-
tre Aug. 11 to Aug. 15 for 
young people starting with 
those who have completed 
Grade 9 up to adults cur-
rently involved in leader-
ship roles, or who will be 
assuming those positions in 
parishes, schools and com-
munities. 
Four teams totaling four 

adults and 21 youth par-
ticipated. This year’s teams 
came from St. Joseph’s, St. 
John Brebeuf and St. Paul 
the Apostle churches in 
Winnipeg and St. Mary’s 
Academy. 
Mary McIvor, singled 

out for her organization 
and wonderful snacks, and 
trainers Dean Woodbeck 
and Michele Garlinski, 
oversaw the program. 
Teams worked together 

to build spirituality and 
ministry skills for use in 
the church and in the wider 
community. 
The five-day institute is 

designed to prepare youth 
to take leadership of their 
own lives and to bring their 
gifts to ministries around 
them. Key leadership con-
cepts were introduced. 

Participants reflected on 
their own values and the 
potentials of proactive, as 
opposed to reactive, leader-
ship was explored.
Using the example of Je-

sus’ leadership, team mem-
bers were encouraged to 
discern the needs of the 
world and identify ways 
their gifts can best be of-
fered to those in need. Each 
participant was guided 
through prayerful reflection 
to develop an individual 
mission statement.
Practical skills were taught 

to enhance interpersonal 
and group communication. 
These include basic nego-
tiation and planning skills.
Elisabeth Duggan, the 

newly-appointed director 
of youth ministry for the 
Archdiocese of Winnipeg 
was delighted with the suc-
cess of the program and the 
response of the participants. 
She particularly noted the 
value of building friend-

ships through teamwork.
The evaluations at the end 

of the week were full of 
praise with one participant 
reporting, “I would say that 
it is an experience of a life-
time that is filled with fun, 
God’s love, learning, praying 
and meeting new people.” 
Many participants recom-

mended the course for all 
parish leaders. Their enthu-
siasm to share what they 
had learned was a consis-
tent theme. 
Garlinski and Woodbeck 

are veteran trainers in the 
program with 10 and 13 
years experience respective-
ly. Garlinski has conducted 
programs across the west-
ern  provinces including 
the last three YouthLeader 
conferences in Winnipeg. 
“It is a blessing to work 

in your own diocese where 
you can see the fruits of the 
program,” Garlinski said.
“I can walk with them and 

watch their transformation. 

It is a true privilege.” 
She noted that any partici-

pants who come to the pro-
gram with open hearts and 
minds can really enter into 
the process. 
“More than just experienc-

ing the content, participants 
live in community for five 
days which can be a major 
lifestyle change,” she said.
An adult participant said 

“Youthleader is a place to 
grow and be inspired.” 
YouthLeader was designed 

by the Centre for Ministry 
Development, a non-profit 
organization affiliated with 
the Archdiocese of Hart-
ford, Connecticut. Since 
1978, the centre has pro-
vided training, resources 
and consultation for pasto-
ral ministry and catechesis 
for youth, young adults, 
families and the inter-gen-
erational community. 

Contributed By 
Barbara Fawcett

YouthLeader participants enjoy one of  many team-building exercises. The 
annual five-day institute prepares youth to take leadership of  their own 
lives and to bring their gifts to ministries around them.

My YouthLeader
experience

In all honesty, the Youth Leader workshop 
was one of the most memorable experiences 

I’ve had in my entire life. I can’t even begin to 
describe the workshop without mentioning the 
love I had for the activities, the facilitators & the 
other teenagers at the workshop. Whenever I re-
flected on Youth Leader, I always had a smile 
on my face that’s never forced. That’s how great 
my experience was at Youth Leader. I loved ev-
eryone there, and I would be happy to share my 
experiences with anyone who is reading this ar-
ticle.
On Day One of this five day camp, I honestly 

thought this workshop would be like those other 
workshops where everyone would hang out with 
their own “cliques” or “groups” and not com-
municate with the others -- I’ve been to a lot of 
workshops (Drama & Choral related ones) and 
it’s clear that these groups exist in them. -- As 
time progressed, all of us started to communi-
cate with each other, and all of my fears & con-
cerns faded away.
Seriously, all of us at Youth Leader had a strong 

bond with everyone else. Even when all of us 
came from four different Christian communities, 
we all bonded together into one big family. Think 
of it like your circle of classmates at school, only 
a hundred times better! It’s so amazing to have 
such a strong sense of belonging with people in 
your age group, where all of us had the same re-
ligious faith and goal in this workshop -- to grow 
in faith as a Roman Catholic & become a Youth 
Leader for our Christian communities.
It was all really great. All of us were there for 

identical reasons, and we all knew how tough it 
would be on each of us. In the end, the experi-
ence was not negative at all! It was not a bad ex-
perience because you knew that the people there 
supported you, you knew that the people there 
never judged you, you knew that we’re all here 
for the same reasons. These reasons provided the 
sense of belonging that would be hard to come 
by! If it weren’t for our support for each other, 
the experience would only be an awkward work-
shop for all of us.
The workshops & activities we all experienced 

were really well done. You were put in groups 
provided with situations & goals you had to 
meet. You all had to work together to meet that 
goal. Examples of these activities included or-
ganizing morning & evening prayers, social 
events, etc. All of these activities required you 
to utilize the leadership skills you’ve acquired 
so far in the workshop, and it’s amazing to ex-
perience the results your group achieved as well 
with the events planned by the other groups. 
Never have I felt such a strong sense of religious 
faith & leadership skills in all of our activities, it 
was that amazing…
Youth Leader was the highlight of my summer, 

and I will always remember those five days I’ve 
experienced for the rest of my life. Words can-
not describe Youth Leader completely. My only 
advice is to participate in this workshop if you’re 
ever given the chance. You’ll learn leadership 
skills, refresh your religious faith, and experi-
ence a sense of belonging that is hard to come 
by! All of which will influence you to become 
a strong Youth Leader for your Christian Com-
munity. It worked for me, and I am more than 
positive that it’ll work for anyone else who par-
ticipates in the program! Which is why I recom-
mend this program to anyone who is ever given 
the opportunity! 

Contributed by 
Richard Panganiban, 16
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Women are strong be-
cause God has en-

trusted them with humanity 
“always and in every way,” 
said Karen Hurley, Presi-
dent General of the World 
Union of Catholic Wom-
en’s Organizations, as she 
addressed the WUCWO 
North America Regional 
Conference held in Winni-
peg Aug. 8-10

“Our awareness of the 
fundamental dignity be-
stowed on us by God 
makes us strong so we can 
embrace our God-given 
vocation, to His will and be 
signs of His love,” Hurley 
said. 

Over 300 women from 
across the continent gath-
ered for the event at Winni-
peg’s Delta Hotel.

WUCWO represents 100 
Catholic women’s organi-
zations around the world 
with an estimated member-
ship of five million. 

WUCWO member or-
ganizations in Canada in-
clude the Catholic Wom-
en’s League of Canada and 
Ukrainian Catholic Wom-
en’s League. WUCWO’s 
mission is “to promote the 
presence, participation and 
co-responsibility of Catho-
lic women in society and 

in the Church, in order to 
enable them to fulfil their 
mission of evangelization 
and to work for human de-
velopment.”

The conference began 
Friday evening with con-
celebration of the Divine 
Liturgy of St. John Chrys-
ostom at Blessed Virgin 
Mary Ukrainian Catholic 
Church. 

Most Reverend Law-
rence Huculak, Metropoli-
tan for Ukrainian Catholics 
in Canada presided and 
was joined by Archbishop 
Richard Smith of Edmon-
ton and Archbishop Martin 
Currie of St. John’s, NL. 

During the Saturday 
morning liturgy, as a re-
minder of women’s needs 
and concerns worldwide, 
pictures and life-stories 
were brought forward in a 
ritual action of solidarity. 
Pictures of women from 
Africa, Asia Pacific, Eu-
rope, Latin America and 
North America remained 
on display throughout the 
conference. 

Saturday morning’s key-
note address was given by 
Archbishop Smith who 
said he was delighted to be 
introduced by his mother, 
a long-time member of the 

Catholic Women’s League 
of Canada. 

Smith spoke on ‘Peace 
and Love, gifts to be 
shared’ reminding the as-
sembled that, “Peace is a 
state of full communion 
with God, humanity and 
nature, all fulfilled in the 
person of Jesus.”

One of the day’s sessions 
featured speaker Barbara 
Dowding reflecting on the 
20th Anniversary of the 
Mulieris Dignitatem, the 
apolostic letter written by 
John Paul II on the dignity 
and vocation of women.

In another session, hu-
man rights activist Naza-
nin Afshin-Jam, who was 

Miss Canada 2003 and first 
runner-up to Miss World, 
spoke on ‘Justice and 
Peace in Our World.’ She 
focused on an international 
initiative called Stop Child 
Execution.

On Sunday morning Hur-
ley described her metting 
with Pope Benedict last 
November, and said “It is a 
great privilege to share with 
you the heartfelt appre-
ciation of our Holy Father 
Pope Benedict XVI for all 
that you do to give witness 
to your faith as you strive 
to do the Lord’s will.”

WUCWO’s stated goals 
to be achieved by 2015 are 
the eradication of extreme 
poverty and hunger, uni-
versal primary education, 
promoting gender equality 
and empowerment of wom-
en, reducing child mortal-
ity, combating HIV/AIDS, 
malaria and other diseases, 
ensuring environmental 
sustainability and develop-
ing a global partnership for 
development.

WUCWO’s next World 
Assembly is October 2010 
in the Holy Land and marks 
WUCWO’s 100th year.

Contributed by
Barbara Fawcett 

Some 750 women of 
faith from across Can-

ada gathered Aug. 10-13 at 
Winnipeg’s Delta Hotel for 
the 88th Annual National 
Convention of the Catholic 
Women’s League of Cana-
da. Convention delegates 
represented almost 98,000 
women from all parts of the 
country.

On Sunday at St. Mary’s 
Cathedral an opening mass 
was celebrated, presided by 
Archbishop James Weis-
gerber and concelebrated 
by five bishops and many 
priests. 

Afterwards, to a trumpet 
and organ fanfare, a pro-
cession of provincial flags 
entered the cathedral for the 
official opening ceremonies. 
An honour guard was pro-
vided by the Knights of Co-
lumbus and greetings were 
brought by a representative 
of the Canadian Conference 
of Catholic Bishops. 

Outgoing CWL presi-
dent Lorette Noble, in 
her remarks, noted com-
mon themes of ‘Love One 
Another’ and ‘Women as 
Peacemakers’ between the 
organizations and a unity of 
resolve to be heard at every 
level of government.

“Both organizations use 
their voices, gifts, skills and 
funding to advocate for the 
protection of the world’s 
marginalized, victimized 
by oppression, war, hunger 

and abuse,” Hurley said.
Monday’s keynote ad-

dress concerned End of 
Life Issues and featured Dr. 
Moira McQueen, executive 
director of the Canadian 
Catholic Bioethics Insti-
tute, Alex Schadenberg, 
executive director of the 
Euthanasia Prevention Co-
alition and Senator Sharon 
Carstairs of Winnipeg. 

McQueen noted that, 
“Dying is the most im-
portant thing we do. For 
the faithful, it is a prelude 
to being with God.” She 
and her fellow presenters 
stressed the need for care-
ful discernment on deci-
sions regarding comfort 
care and the withdrawal of 
treatment. 

Carstairs praised pallia-
tive care provided by health 
care workers in the many 

regions of Canada she has 
visited. She urged that 
their efforts be supported 

through legislated national 
strategies for end of life 
care in all parts of Canada. 

A number of resolutions 
were passed on matters as 
prevention of human traf-
ficking at the 2010 Olympic 
Games, restrictions on the 
sale of products containing 
Triclosan, a toxic substance 
found in some household 
products, accurate food la-
beling, a transportation tax 
credit for rural post-second-
ary students and revision of 
the federal Youth Criminal 
Justice Act.

Delegates heard that CWL 
executives met with Prime 
Minister Harper twice in the 
last year regarding a federal 
response to resolutions that 
were put forth at the 2007 
convention. 

Business concluded with 
the election of a new execu-
tive group. They are: Danielle 
Macniell-Hessian, president; 
Velma Harasen, president-
elect; Betty Ann Brown, first 
vice-president; Cecile Mill-
er, second vice-president; 
Peggy Roche, secretary-trea-
surer; and Chairs of Standing 
Committees: Pearl Ridgewa-
ter, Barbara Dowding, Mary 
Nordick and Judy Lewis.

The closing eucharistic 
celebration took place on 
Wednesday evening at St. 
Boniface Cathedral. 

The next CWL annual 
conference will be held  in 
St. John’s, Newfoundland, 
Aug. 9-11, 2009.

Contributed by 
Barbara Fawcett 

World Union of Catholic Women Meets in Winnipeg

Karen Hurley

Winnipeg hosts 88th National Convention of the Catholic Women’s League of Canada 

CWL president Lorette Noble carries flag of  the CWL to lead opening ceremonies.

Thank you from Winnipeg Diocesan CWL Council
Winnipeg Diocesan CWL Council President and the 2008 National Convention  Planning 
Committee extend a special thanks to all CWL Councils throughout the Province of Manitoba. 
Your hard work and dedication made our hosting of the 88th Annual National Convention in 
Winnipeg a resounding success!
Our journey began four years ago with prayer and fund raising, starting with the sale of raffle 
tickets. It developed as the months went by with the sale of promotional items and other fund 
raising activities. The last and most amazing effort was sewing of over 700 convention tote bags. 
The brightly coloured and creative designs were highly prized by all attending delegates. 
Throughout the journey, our Spiritual Advisor, Fr. Barry Schoonbaert, supported our efforts with 
guidance, prayers, and encouragement.
CWL members from across this vast province volunteered their time and talent, shared fellowship 
and grew together in welcoming our League sisters from across Canada.
Your efforts are greatly appreciated.   THANK – YOU.

Ann McMurdie
Communications Chair
Winnipeg Diocesan Council  

St. Ignatius 100th  
Anniversary Nov, 1-2

St. Ignatius Parish welcomes 
all friends and parishio-

ners to continue the year-long 
100th anniversary celebrations 
with  a home-coming weekend November 1-2, 2008. 
Festivities will include a Gala Dinner at the Winnipeg 
Convention Centre on Saturday November 1, a Mass 
of Celebration on Sunday, November 2 at 11 a.m. and 
an afternoon tea from 3 - 5 p.m. hosted by the Jesu-
its. Former pastors and special guests will be in atten-
dance. Further information is available online  at www.
stignatiusparish.ca or by phoning the Church Office at 
474-2351. 

 Ordination 
to the 

Permanent Diaconate
Archbishop James Weisgerber  

invites all parishioners  
to the ordination 

of the acolytes 
Richard Ludwick and 

Claude Lambert 
to the Permanent Diaconate 

St. Mary’s Cathedral
Friday, October 24

7:30 p.m. 
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Ça était magnifique –  is 
the best way to decribe 

the 49th International Eu-
charistic Congress which 
was held in Québec City 
June 15-22, 2008.  
About fifty pilgrims from 

the Archdiocese of Winni-
peg, including Archbishop 
James Weisgerber, seven 
priests and two deacons, 
joined the 15,000 other 
participants from Québec 
and more than sixty other 
countries for the wonderful 
celebration. 
It was a celebration of our 

gratitude for God’s price-
less gift of the Eucharist – 
Christ, the Son of God, Our 
Saviour, truly with us in the 
consecrated bread and wine 
in Holy Communion. 
The daily catechetical pre-

sentations by various cardi-
nals and archbishops were 
outstanding as were the tes-
timonials given by several 
lay persons, including Jean 
Vanier.  
The daily celebrations of 

Mass in the Quebec City 
arena, Le Colisée, were 
really wonderful in every 
way – impressive proces-
sions, liturgy, music, and 
homilies.

Among the thousands 
there was a large number of 
youth, five from Winnipeg, 
in attendance.
Pope Benedict’s live hom-

ily was delivered via satel-
lite at the closing Mass on 
the Plains of Abraham to 
some 50,000 participants.
The Holy Father also held 

a video talk with the youth 
at a special session held for 
them.
There was a five kilometre 

long procession with the 
Blessed Sacrament through 
the streets of Québec City 
with more than 15,000 par-
ticipants and full chapels 
were set aside for adora-
tion and an excellent job by 
the Papal Legate, Cardinal 
Tomko.
The celebrations included 

the ordinations of twelve 

men from Québec to the 
priesthood on the Friday 
evening.
The  organization of the 

event by Cardinal Marc 
Ouellet, Archbishop of 
Québec, together with his 
committee and a very large 
number of volunteers  was 
marvellous.
There was a warm recep-

tion from all the Québecers 
we had contact with.  
A crowd of thousands of  

Catholics united in their 
love for Our Lord, espe-
cially in the Eucharist, were 
there for the downpour of 
rain towards the end of the 
closing Mass, a shower that 
was rightly described by 
Cardinal Tomko as a sign 
of God’s abundant grace.
The bus-tour segment 

of Winnipeg’s delegation 

also made pilgrimage vis-
its to Notre Dame du Cap 
in Trois Rivières and to St. 
Anne de Beaupré and add-
ed a tour of the Parliament 
Building in Ottawa on our 
way home.  
Bravo to Contessa Men-

doza-Benson who did a 
wonderful job of helping us 
all register for the congress 
and special praise goes to 
her from those of us who 
were part of the bus tour.
In his homily, Pope Bene-

dict, announced that the 
next International Eucha-
ristic Congress will be held 
in Dublin, Ireland, in 2012.

Contributed by  
Fr. Art Seaman 
Diocesan Co-ordinator
Eucharistic Congress 2008

Quebec  
Eucharistic 
Congress 
‘Ça était 

magnifique’  

The 5th Annual “A Swing 
& A Prayer” once again 

provided an opportunity for 
us to gather in communion, 
and in support of our Semi-
narians. 
A special thanks to the 130 

golfers, representing twenty 
different parish communities 
who gathered for a day of 
fun and fellowship. This day 

would not have been a success 
without your participation. 
And, thank you to all the 
volunteers for giving their 
time and talent.  It is through 
the generosity of these indi-
viduals and the sponsors that 
over $20,000 has been raised 
for the Seminarian fund this 
year. This brings the five 
year total to over $100,000.  

The planning committee 
would like to thank and ac-
knowledge the generosity of 
our sponsors.

Contibuted by
Dan Potvin
Director of  
Stewardship  
and Develment

Swing and a Prayer  
2008 Sponsors 

First-Tee Gift Sponsor $4,000
Jeld-Wen Windows and Doors

Golf Cart & Table Wine Sponsor $3,000
Wojcik’s Funeral Chapel

Banquet Sponsor $3,000
Cardinal Capital Management, Inc.

Pre-Tournament BBQ Sponsor $1,000
Avant Systems Group

Hole Sponsors $500
Claude Precourt of  Econo Wall & Ceilings

Fr. Gerald Langevin & K of C Stonewall Council #8894
Cropo Funeral Chapel

Serra Club of Winnipeg
Wojcik’s Funeral Chapel

Birchwood Automotive Group
Dr. Ross, Portage la Prairie Clinic
Knights of Columbus District #1

Mike Fischer (Xerox Canada)

The 2008 committee would also like to thank:

St. Joseph’s Parish, Winnipeg 
Kelly Tarrant (Petro – Canada)

Sargent Sundae
Fr. Mark Tarrant and the volunteers from St. Paul the Apostle Parish 

who hosted the  
pre-tournament barbecue.

Golf for vocations thanks players and sponsors

From left, Fr. Kevin Smith, director of  seminarians for the Archdio-
cese of  Winnipeg, seminarians Shaun Shmyr and Mark Filips, and 
archdiocesan director of  vocations and discernment Fr. Jose Edu-
ardo Medeiros get set to tee off  at the fifth annual A Swing and a 
Prayer golf  tournament July 28 at Winnipeg’s Breezy Bend Golf  and 
Country Club.

Some of  the pilgrims from Winnipeg who took in the 49th Interna-
tional Eucharistic Congress in Québec City June 15-22

St. Ann’s Parish  
marks 100th anniversary

The year 2008 has been 
a special one for  past 

and present members of   
St. Ann’s Parish in Winni-
peg.  
This year our parish fam-

ily celebrated it’s 100th an-
niversary.
We began our celebrations 

in April  with a 100 Day 
Kick-Off Pot Luck Dinner 
and Talent evening. 
A  100th anniversary cook-

book was put together with  
recipes collected from our 
parishioners and the pro-
ceeds from the sale of the 
cookbooks went towards 
our celebrations.   
July 24-27 was the fo-

cus of our celebrations. 
The weekend began with 
a mass for the homebound 
followed by a light lunch.  
Several former parishio-

ners, who are now home 
bound, attended this special 
mass and had the opportu-
nity to visit with longtime 
friends. Each left with a  
gift and great memories.  
A prayer service followed 

by a wine and cheese re-
ception was held on Friday 
evening. 
The main celebration of 

the weekend was held Sat. 
July 27, The Feast of St. 
Ann.Mass was celebrated, 
with Archbishop James 
Weisgerber presiding, as 
well as  former priests from 

our parish. Former choir 
members also returned to 
join in the mass. A dinner 
and dance was held later 
that evening. 
Several past parishioners 

shared stories of their time 
at St. Ann’s. A memorabil-
ia display was set up with 
photos showing the history 
of our parish.  
We welcomed several 

guests from out of town.  
Among them were Sr. Kath-
leen Howard,  visiting from 
Toronto, and Fr. Don Beau-
dios, visiting from Picker-
ing, Ont.  Sr. Kathleen  was 
a teacher at St Ann’s school 
from 1967 until the school 
closed in 1972.  
Fr. Don was a  former pa-

rishioner of St. Ann’s who 
left the parish to join the Je-
suit Seminary and returned 
13 years later to say his first 
high mass at the parish.   
The weekend wound up 

with a barbecue Sunday 
afternoon at Bourkevale 
Community Club. 
Many thanks to all who at-

tended the weekend, espe-
cially those who came from 
out of town to join in the 
festivities.  
A special thank-you to all 

who helped organize the 
events over the weekend.

Contributed by 
Alison Stewart
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Sisters of Holy Names and Jesuits initiate Quixote House
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A fall kaleidoscope 

Returning to work after a holiday is a mixture 
of reality, resolutions, dreams and things 

that never occurred to you before your break. A 
mixed bag of situations presented itself when the 
office re-opened. A fire at a neighbourhood apart-
ment block brought residents to Micah House so 
they could debrief and voice their concerns.  
This was followed by the news that some people 

in the neighbourhood objected to an addiction 
treatment program planned for the former Sha-
ron Home  a block away from Micah House. The 
treatment centre will offer what is badly needed 
in our city where addiction treatment opportuni-
ties are sparse. At a residents’ committee meeting, 
those who expressed fear of having a treatment 
centre in their neighbourhood heard from oth-
ers who criticized them saying ‘Not In My Back 
Yard.’ Their rationale? A treatment centre has to 
go somewhere. Those in opposition could obtain  
information about the plan and collaborate with 
those in charge of the centre so all might benefit.
Enter Nicholas who has kidney cancer and has 

been homeless for the past two months. Only to-
day has he made contact with his social worker 
who checked his record to discover that he had 
not been receiving his welfare cheque. Nicholas 
goes to the hospital about twice a week so he can 
get an intravenous injection of morphine to con-
trol the pain. His worker agreed to send his mail 
to Micah House so that he could get his cheques.
Then someone in the community came forward 

with a plan to run a movie series which would 
highlight the plight, the graces and the inter-re-
lationships of people with a mental illness, their 
families and their care givers.
And lastly, the computer carried an e-mail from  

the Western Conference of Religious confirming 
that a ‘Not For Sale Campaign’ was to reach Win-
nipeg in November. Would we be interested in 
sponsoring it? Aimed at raising awareness about 
the terrible crime of human trafficking, the Con-
ference of Religious has had contact with James 
Pond who has set up a transition centre in Cam-
bodia for victims of trafficking who have escaped  
their captors. He is in the process of setting one 
up in Oregon at the request of the government. 
The Transition Centre contracts with organiza-
tions and institutes of learning so that victims can 
attain skill levels that ensure employability. 
James Pond will be in Winnipeg Nov. 5 and 6 of 

with the ‘Not for Sale Campaign.’ Further details 
will be published as they are confirmed.
“Let us put on faith and love for a breastplate, 

and the hope of salvation for a helmet,” says Paul 
in his letter to the Thessalonians, or is it to the 
Winnipeggers?

Sr. Johanna Jonker is at Micah House
1039 Main St., Winnipeg

589-5393

The View from 
Micah HouseOne of the great moral 

lessons taught by the 
tale of Don Quixote of La 
Mancha, a story written by 
Spaniard Miguel de Cer-
vantes 300 years ago and 
regarded among the world’s 
greatest feats of literature, 
is that ordinary people can 
perform heroically noble 
acts. 
This principle is the philo-

sophical cornerstone of a 
small community of men 
established in the core area 
of Winnipeg over the past 
year. 
Dubbed by its members 

as Quixote House, this 
Furby Street residence is 
an intentional community 
comprised of men from 
the Winnipeg Jesuit Com-
munity and recent parol-
ees from Stony Mountain 
Penitentiary. Recogniz-
ing that everyone has both 
something to contribute as 
well as something to learn, 
the house provides a safe 
and nurturing environment 
where genuine friendships 
can develop.
The idea of Quixote House 

emerged from discussions 
at a next-step program for 
parolees facilitated by Sis-
ter Carol Peloquin, SNJM. 
Knowing how many of the 
residences for those who 
leave incarceration are dan-
gerous, shoddy, and filled 
with negative influences, 
the participants of Sister 
Carol’s program sought 
something different. 
“We simply knew that 

every person should have 
a right to a safe and clean 
home that provides the 
necessary freedom to grow 
as an individual,” says Sr. 
Carol, reflecting on the ini-
tial conversations that led 
to the creation of  Quixote 

House. With little more 
than a simple idea, a house 
was rented and four parol-
ees and one Jesuit formed 
the initial community.
Working out the details 

of such an endeavour has 
taken both patience and 
persistence. Ways of living 
that most families take for 
granted were formulated 
and practiced over many 
months. 
Questions such as who 

would clean the bathrooms, 
how loud music should be 
played, and what sort of 
food the community might 
purchase were all discussed 
at length. Coming from 
such diverse backgrounds, 
nothing about living in 
this intentional community 
could be taken for granted.
While there have been 

minor irritations, the gener-
osity and kindness of each 
man has been an invaluable 
asset. Living with others 
will always pose challeng-
es and living in a commu-
nity of seven men from all 

walks of life is certainly no 
different.
One of the most surprising 

aspects of Quixote House 
is how it has elicited a pro-
found sense of charity from 
the residents of the Mani-
toba’s three archdioceses, 
Winnipeg, St. Boniface and 
Keewatin – Le Pas . 
When the first members 

of the community moved 
in, most of the bedrooms 
were unfurnished and the 
common areas were very 
sparse. As news about the 
community spread people 
opened both their attics and 
their wallets in support. 
“Within three weeks,” 

as Fr. David Creamer SJ 
recalls, “we had furniture 
in most of the rooms and 
enough money in the bank 
to pay for the heat and-
phone.” Without any doubt, 
the whole endeavour has 
grown because of the good-
will and support of many 
different people. 
The story of Don Quixote 

of La Mancha reminds us 

that with both a little bit of 
audacity and big dreams, 
ordinary people can do 
great things. The commu-
nity of men living at Quix-
ote House genuinely knows 
that each one of them has 
the potential to do some-
thing magnificent. 
The struggle to live as an 

intentional community can 
have its challenges, espe-
cially when the individu-
als do not share a common 
background. Nevertheless, 
every man in the house 
brings something precious 
to the group, and the pres-
ence of these gifts will al-
ways outweigh any of the 
smaller challenges. 
Although some have 

called the endeavour ei-
ther naive or idealistic, the 
residents of the commu-
nity truly know that there is 
something transformative 
about having a quixotic 
imagination.

Contributed By 
Jeffrey S. Burwell S.J.

Have you ever looked at the 
Global South and won-

dered what you could do to 
make the world a better, more 
just place to live, a place where 
people could provide food for 
themselves, have fresh water 
to drink,  and access to educa-
tion and medical care? Well, 
you can do something! In 1967 
the Canadian Catholic Confer-
ence of Bishops and Catholic 
lay people founded the Cana-
dian Catholic Organization for 
Development and Peace (also 
known as CCDOP, Develop-
ment and Peace, and D&P). 
D&P is one of the top eight 

international organizational 
agencies in Canada. Every 
time you sign a Fall Action 
card asking the government to 
speak for a just society, every 

time you donate to Share Lent, 
every time you become a year-
round donor and member, you 
help to plant seeds of justice 
and peace in the world. 
D&P organizes educational 

and fundraising events across 
Canada. Your donations go to 
our Project Partners in Africa, 
Asia, and South America. 
D&P focuses on supporting 

long-term projects which peo-
ple in these communities cre-
ate  to resolve unjust situations. 
D&P provides emergency re-
lief for natural disasters such 
as the tsunami in Asia and the 
cyclone in Burma. Because we 
have partners in place in these 
countries we are able to re-
spond quickly and effectively. 
When no one else could get 
into Burma, we were there! 

In the Archdiocese of Win-
nipeg we organize two work-
shops a year at Micah House, 
one in the Fall and one just be-
fore Lent, and meet regularly at 
St. John Brebeuf Church. Our 
meetings will feature special 
guest speakers who will discuss 

mining-related topics. Anyone 
may attend these workshops 
and meetings. 
If you would like more in-

formation about D&P, would 
like to get involved, become a 
member, make a donation, start 
a D&P group in your parish, 
know what teaching resources 
are available or how to start a 
Just Youth Group, please con-
tact Dr. Mary LeMaître,  our 
Archdiocesan Chair, at 947-
0294, Roberta Gramlich, our 
Regional Animator, at 231-
2848, or Nicole Hoard, our 
D&P Youth Coordinator, at 
832-1993. You can also visit 
our website at www.devp.org 

Contributed by 
Dr. Mary LeMaître

Development and Peace in the global south

Dr. Mary  LeMaître

Fr. David Creamer, S.J., middle, with Quixote residents Gerald and Tom.
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Archbishop Weisgerber’s Schedule

October 2008

OCTOBER
Mon. - Thur. 6 - 9 Priest Study Days at   
    Elkhorn Resort, Riding  
    Mountain Park
Fri. 10 2:00      Finance Council, 
    Winnipeg
              7:00      St Edward’s Parish,   
    Winnipeg, Centennial   
    Mass
Sat. 11 4:00 pm  Confirmation, Canadian  
    Martyr’s Parish, 
    Waterhen   
Sun. 12 10:30 a.m. Confirmation, 
    St. Joseph’s Parish,   
    Ebb and Flow
Wed.  15 5:30 p.m. Brandon Serra Club   
    Dinner, Brandon
Fri. 17 7:00 p.m.     Interfaith Gathering,   
    Our Lady of  Perpetual  
    Help Parish, Winnipeg
Sat. 18 5:00 p.m.     Confirmation, 
    St Antoninus Parish,   
    Deloraine
Fri.  24 7:30      Permanent Diaconate   
    Ordinations, 
    St. Mary’s Cathedral
Sat.  25 11:00     Archdiocesan Pastoral  
    Council, Amaranth
Sun. 26  11:00     Consecration to a Life  
    of  Virginity, Our Lady   
    of  Perpetual Help  
    Parish, Winnipeg

Mon. 27 11:00     Manitoba Bishop’s   
    Meeting with 
    Leadership of  
    Consecrated Religious
Tues. 28 2:00     Finance Council, Wpg.
Wed. - Fri. 29-31     Catholic Social 
    Theology Conference,  
    Chicago
NOVEMBER
Sat. 1 - Wed. 12     Annual Meeting of  the  
    CCCB Executive with   
                Pope Benedict and 
    various Congregations,  
    Rome
Thurs. 13 8:00 p.m.     CHAM Annual Meeting,  
    Winnipeg
Fri. 14 10:30 a.m. Tri Diocesan Clergy   
    Day, Holy Ghost Parish,  
    Winnipeg
Tues. 18 4:00 p.m. Youth Advisory 
    Committee, Winnipeg
    Reception - Sol Kanee  
    Lecture, St. Paul’s 
    College, Winnipeg
Wed. 19 1:00 p.m. Sol Kanee Lecture, 
    St. Paul’s College, Wpg.
                5:30 p.m.  Misericordia Dinner for  
    Employees, Winnipeg
Thurs. 20    2:00     Meeting with 
    Permanent Deacons
Wed. - Thur. 26-27     CCCB Executive, Ottawa

Relations between the 
Catholic Church and 

Canadian Aboriginal com-
munities were the focus 
for the opening day of the 
annual meeting of Catho-
lic Bishops from across 
Canada. The meetings 
took place Sept. 22-26 in  
Cornwall, Ont., with about 
90 Bishops in attendance. 
In his opening report on 

the activities over the past 
year, Archbishop James 
Weisgerber, President 
of the Canadian Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops, 
signaled that Aboriginal 
questions would be a key 
element of the meetings. 
“One of the major as-

pects about the history of 
the evangelization of our 
country is our partner-

ship with the Aboriginal 
Peoples,” Weigerber said. 
“As part of the story of the 
Paschal Mystery, it too is 
a history marked by both 
glory and tears, deeds of 
generosity and betrayal, 

the dawning of new light 
and continuing shadows 
of darkness. Most of all, 
it is part of the constant 
reminder, in the words of 
Paul, that we are to be am-
bassadors for Christ and 

witnesses of reconcilia-
tion,” he said, 
The call for reconcili-

ation, after recent years 
in settling difficult issues 
from the former Indian 
Residential Schools, was 
also highlighted by Phil 
Fontaine, National Chief 
of the Assembly of First 
Nations, who spoke to the 
Bishops. 
In a 30-minute address, 

Chief Fontaine insisted 
a number of times on the 
need for rebuilding the 
relationship between the 
Catholic Church in Cana-
da with Native Peoples.

Article and picture  
courtesy of CCCB.  
For more information 
visit  www.cccb.ca

Canadian bishops convene over aboriginal issues

Phil Fontaine, National Chief of the Assembly of First 
Nations with Archbishop Weisgerber, President of the 
Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops.

My dear friends,
After extensive consulta-

tion through the Archdioc-
esan and Deanery Pastoral 
Councils the Archdiocese of 
Winnipeg has adopted a ten 
year pastoral plan to prepare 
to celebrate our centenary in 
2015. The Councils assisted 
in determining pastoral pri-
orities: liturgical renewal, 
faith formation, stewardship and building com-
munity. As a community we spent the last two 
years working on liturgical renewal and while 
this remains an on-going challenge, we will now 
turn the attention of the next two years (Septem-
ber, 2008- June 2010) to our next priority which 
is faith formation. You will, in the next few 
months, hear much about GiFT — Growing in 
Faith Together!

Much of our diocesan and parochial energy and 
resources are dedicated to important catechetical 
programs for our children, particularly preparing 
them for the sacraments of communion, recon-
ciliation and confirmation. However there is an 
equally important need to address our needs as 
adults, particularly young adults. Our Christian 
faith is based on revelation, God has spoken in 
history, particularly through His Son, Jesus and 
God continues to speak to us through the Church. 
If God speaks we need to listen, to learn, to re-
flect in order to allow God’s Word to shape and 
to form us.

Two points come quickly to mind. First of all, 
God’s message to us is good news, the best news 
we could hear. God speaks because he wants us 
to be happy, to find joy and meaning in our lives. 
Jesus told us that he came so that we might have 
life and life to the full. Through the presence and 
action of the Risen Lord in the Church God offers 
our world, you and me, the gift of an abundant 
life today… a life filled with joy, with meaning 
and with passion. Our society offers many self-
help books on how to find happiness, but the only 
trustworthy way to happiness is the word and the 
plan offered us by the Lord who loves us and 
gave his life for us.

Secondly, we need to be aware of the rapid and 
radical changes that have occurred in our society. 
Our public institutions: education, government, 
media have little sympathy for faith or religion. 
This is a fairly new phenomenon within Canada. 
We are constantly being questioned, challenged 
and often marginalized. We can be committed 
disciples of Jesus only if we know who he is and 
who we are, and this requires time and effort. In 
the not so distant past religious formation might 
have happened by a kind of osmosis but today 
our personal efforts are irreplaceable. We need 
to listen, to learn and to reflect and this requires 
time and attention. There is no other way. 

In the next two years the Archdiocese will pres-
ent a number of programs, speakers and other oc-
casions for all of us to grow in our understanding 
of our faith. It is my fervent prayer that every par-
ish will make it possible for everyone to get an 
opportunity of participating in faith formation. In 
the end, of course, it will depend on each one of 
us. We are all very busy, overextended and over-
committed, but the Lord is offering us a pearl of 
great price, a treasure hidden in the field. I hope 
that GIFT will be a gift to us and in turn help our 
parish communities become a gift for the life of 
the world.

The Archbishop’s  Message
‘Growing in Faith Together’

+V. James Weisgerber 
Archbishop of Winnipeg

Fr. Alan J. Fogarty SJ Profession of  Final Vows
Fr. Alan J. Fogarty SJ, third from the left, President of  St. Paul’s High School, having  

completed his Jesuit formation, professed his final vows June 23 in a ceremony at the 
school. Receiving the vows was Fr. Brian Massie SJ, Superior of  the Jesuits of  Winnipeg. 
Prior to the ceremony Archbishop Weisgerber, centre, presided at a mass inaugurating  

the bimillenary celebration of  the birth of  St. Paul.


