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Diocese celebrates Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

joyful choir and the
Salvation Army brass
band under the direction of
Michele Barr set the tone
for a charismatic opening
night of the ecumenical
Festival of Prayer, Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity,
Jan. 18 at Winnipeg’s Salvation Army Heritage Park
Temple.
Festival of Prayer services were then held each
evening throughout the
week at places of worship
across the city.
About one hundred and
ﬁfty people ﬁlled the pews
at the opening service
which included greetings
and prayers from more
than thirty clergy and representatives from a variety
of communities including
Archbishop James Weisgerber, Archbishop Emilius Goulet of St. Boniface,
and representatives from
the Mennonite, Protestant,
Ukrainian Catholic and
Holy Cross Korean Catholic churches.
Opening the service, the
Salvation Army’s Major
Julie Slous welcomed all
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saying, “We have come
together to strengthen our
bonds as Christians.” Slous
announced that the program, written by the people of Korea, would start
with the sound of a gong,
“evoking all Christians to
hope and pray toward full
communion.”
During the service four
men performed a pantomime of conﬂict with sticks
which were later tied together to form the sign of
the cross.
Readings were proclaimed
in French, Korean and English. Screens on the front
and back walls provided
words and translations and
allowed everyone to sing
hymns in all languages.
Salvation Army Major
Ray Harris said it was signiﬁcant that the material for
the service, “comes from a
people living with the realities of disunity,” and that
prayer for unity also includes families on earth.
Harris also said it was signiﬁcant to include a reading
from Ezekiel who wrote
about the “dis-spirited” Is-

Rev. Robert Polz of the Archdiocese of Winnipeg, co-chair of Winnipeg’s
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, speaks at the opening service Jan.
18 at the Salvation Army Heritage Park Temple. Among church leaders
in attendance were, from left, Archbishop of St. Boniface Emilius Goulet,
Right Reverend Donald Phillips, Bishop of the Diocese of Rupert’s Land
of the Anglican Church of Canada, Archbishop James Weisgerber and
Major Ray Harris of The Salvation Army.
raelites in captivity. When
Ezekiel was asked by God
to write on two sticks, Harris, tongue in cheek, suggested that Ezekiel found
“two pieces of wood that
looked suspiciously like
a broken hockey stick,”
to write on. The message

to the Israelites and to all
is that the sticks “may become one in God’s hand.”
“The churches of Canada
have recognized that being held in the hands of the
Lord means to be involved
in the work of those hands”
said Harris. “However bro-

ken, however ﬂawed, however divided, we are held in
God’s hands.”
The Salvation Army Divisional Commander of
Manitoba and North West
Ontario Major Susan van
Duinen co-chaired the festival with Reverend Robert

Polz of the Roman Catholic
archdiocese who concluded
the program by inviting all
to continue to joyfully pray
“as we celebrate the healing of God’s churches and
of the world.”
At a reception following the service Joanne Instance, Moderator of the
Presbyterian Church, said
the event “is a wonderful
way for Christians to ﬁnd a
common bond.”
Services throughout the
week were held at Église
du Précieux Sang in St.
Boniface, the Home Street
Mennonite Church, Windsor Park United Church,
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian
Church, Rupert’s Land
Aboriginal Circle, St.
John’s Cathedral (Anglican), St. Mark’s Coptic
Orthodox Church and concluded Sun. Jan. 25 with
vespers on the Feast of the
Conversion of Saint Paul
at Saint Paul the Apostle
Church (Roman Catholic)
presided by Archbishop
Weisgerber.
Contributed by Terri Scott

THE SUMMONS – A New Adult Faith Formation Program

he Summons is a new
faith formation program offered by the Archdiocese of Winnipeg for
adults in the Westman and
Parkland Deaneries beginning in September, 2009.
It is designed for any adult
who desires to grow both
personally and spiritually
in our Catholic faith.
Formerly called Nathanael, The Summons has been
restructured and redesigned
to meet the needs of adult
Catholics in our Archdiocese.
What is The Summons?
The Summons is a two
year program with sessions
being held one weekend per
month, Saturday and Sunday, for ten months, September to June each year.
Each weekend focuses
on a speciﬁc theme such
as the Eucharist, Marriage,
Sexuality, Dying & Death,
Social Justice, Conscious
& Morality, Inter-religious
Dialogue, Forgiveness &
Reconciliation.
During each weekend, a
speciﬁc theme is presented
and explored through the
following formation com-

ponents:
■ Theology (Facilitator
Rev. Michael Raj) – deepening our understanding of
what the Church teaches
and why …
■ Scripture
(Facilitator Rev. Wayne Morrissey)
– opening the treasure of
God’s Word speaking to
us…
■ Spirituality (Facilitator
Rev. Kevin Smith) – growing in my relationship with
God and how God speaks to
me and in me…
■ Human Growth (Facilitator Rev. Daryl Miranda)
– focusing on the human aspects of everyday living and
growing in faith...
■ Liturgy
(Facilitator
Rev. Eric Giddins) – how
we express our faith through
the celebration of the sacraments…
■ and Ministry of Presence – in the second year
of formation, a speciﬁc outreach ministry is chosen by
the participant to enrich our
understanding of how God
is present to us and in any
situation and person.
What is formation?
The Summons is a forma-
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Adult Faith Formation

‘The Summons is
designed for any
adult who desires
to grow both
personally and
spiritually in our
Catholic faith’
tion process and not solely
educational. Adult formation does educate, but it also
engages the whole person –
intellect, passions, and spirit
– in a process and practice of
Christian maturity. As adults
we learn together from our
sharing of life experiences.
Formation fosters a sense
of community among the
participants and encourages
interactive sharing to build

Rev. Eric Giddins
up communities of faith.
What is the cost?
The Summons is sponsored by the Archdiocese of
Winnipeg through the generous contributions of parishioners to Sharing God’s
Gifts. There is no registration fee. Participants may be
required to purchase some
books which cost approximately $75.

There seems to be a lot
of diversity in what people
believe today, not only in
other religions but also in
our Catholic faith. What do
Catholics believe in? What
is the correct Catholic teaching on the issues of today?
What are the non-negotiables? Where is there room
for legitimate diversity?
Is there a Catholic way
of reading the bible? What

makes the bible so unique?
How can I deepen my understanding and appreciation
of God’s Word in my daily
life? What is the meaning of
all we do in our Mass? How
do I integrate our celebration of the sacraments into
my daily life?
Sometimes I feel dissatisﬁed, restless, searching
for more, but I don’t know
what to do or what it means.
Is God saying something to
me in this? How do I know
what God is wanting of me?
What are my values and beliefs that affect my personal
choices in life? How do I
cope with life experiences
in light of my faith? How
do I better understand myself and why I do the things
I do?
If these questions speak to
you, The Summons is calling you.
How do I register?
For more information, a
brochure, and applications,
please see your pastor or
contact Rev. Eric Giddins,
Director of The Summons,
at (204) 857-5172.
Contributed by
Rev. Eric Giddins
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St. John
Brebeuf

Catholic School
Nurturing the spirit

Challenging young minds

Enabling and empowering
K to 8 students to live,
love and serve in Christ.
• Full Time Kindergarten
• Music, P.E., Computer
& French programs
• Before and After
School Care
• Convenient
central location
• Open to other faiths
For more information,
call 489-2115
or email leeman@sjbcommunity.ca
www.sjbcommunity.ca/school

Our Lady
of Victory
School
PreK – Gr. 8

Open House
Wed., Feb. 18
6:30
Meet our staff,
tour our school

Our Lady of Victory
249 Arnold Ave
(Osborne South).
For information call
Ms. Fast at 452-7632

www.victoryedu.com

Archdiocese of Winnipeg
sponsors
YouthLeader 2009
August 17th to 21st
Information and registration
now available at
http://www.archwinnipeg.ca/youthleader.php

THINKfast

The THINKfast
challenge is on!

A

Digging
for Justice
very exciting
challenge
is being presented to our parishes
and Building a Better World
and schools:
plan
a
Development
& Peace THINKfast
for All
for your youth What
in 2009!
is THINKfast ?
A THINKfast is a 25-hour famine – it’s fun, educational, spiritual and challenging.
Participants collect
What's in pledges
a THINKfastand
kit ? all money raised goes to Development & Peace. There are topics to choose from ranging
from Catholic Social Teaching to Fair Trade to Hunger and
more. The 25 hours
are ﬁlled with games, videos, activities and
Order Form
much more. All the information needed is available (for free!)
at www.devp.org. All that’s needed are a couple of adults and
a group of youth who are up for a challenge and an experience
of a lifetime.
THINKfast’s work for groups of ﬁve to 500 participants – this
is something that members of parishes and/or schools could
partner together to plan. The goal for 2009 is to see 25 THINKfasts planned in Manitoba.
For more information, to order a planning kit or for help getting started contact the D&P provincial youth rep, Nicole Hoard
at (204) 803-6556 or email youth@olphwinnipeg.ca
THINKfast is a 25-hour educational and fundraising fast.* It’s a fun way for
youth and young adults to learn and to help those in the Global South to
build a better life. Participants collect pledges for each hour they plan to
fast. The money raised funds the work of Development and Peace partners
in Africa, Asia and Latin America. Young people learn they can make a difference in the fight against global poverty and hunger by working together!

It includes:
hour by hour schedule
prayers and liturgies
interactive activities on justice and faith

multimedia presentations
order forms for t-shirts
pledge forms

* Any student 11 years of age or older may safely fast for 25 hours provided they are in good health and drink
plenty of water and fluids. Fasting in a limited and controlled environment such as THINKfast does not promote
eating disorders. On the contrary, it is an ideal time to discuss food,security, health and positive self-image.

Please send a copy of Development and Peace’s THINKfast kit to:

www.devp.org
http://youth.devp.org

Name

School/Parish/Campus

Address

City

Telephone

Email/Fax

Postal Code

Send to:
Development and Peace, 10 St. Mary St. #420, Toronto, ON M4Y 1P9
Phone 1-800-494-1401 ext. 230 Fax: 416-922-0957 Email: lryan@devp.org
Kit available online at http://youth.devp.org

DPC-08-E-15

Thursday, February 19th at 7:00 p.m.
St. Charles Catholic School invites you to its Open House
on Thursday, February 19th at 7:00 p.m. St. Charles is a K-8
school, offering all day kindergarten, middle years hockey, a
violin enrichment program, as well as before and after school
care. Academy Kids Daycare is also located on the premises.
For more information, please call St. Charles Catholic School
at 837-1520
Quality Education that is Intellectually Challenging and Faith Filled

Catholic Schools Week Feb. 8 - 13
EDUCATION YOU CAN BELIEVE IN

St. Ignatius School

Please join us on Tuesday, January 27, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. for an opportunity
to meet all our staff, visit the classrooms, and tour our school. A short
presentation will be made in the gymnasium at the beginning of the evening.
We look forward to meeting you!

New Wine Press
Ad size: vertical 3”x 5”
Insertion date: Feb, 2009

Mark your calendar!

General Open House

Nursery — Grade 8
St. Ignatius School

St. Maurice
K-12 School

Affordable Catholic
Education for the
Entire Family
Also Daycare and
Before & After School
Programs

Our Open House is on
Thurs., Feb. 19
7:00 p.m.
1639 Pembina Hwy.
Winnipeg
Phone: 452-2873
email:
admin@stmaurice.mb.ca

COME HOME
FOR EASTER

Catholics who have been
away from the Church,
for whatever reason or for
however long, are invited to
CATHOLICS
COMING HOME
a series of six Thursday
evening sessions, 7 to 9 p.m.,
beginning Thurs., Feb. 26, in
the Loyola Lounge,
St. Ignatius Church, Jessie
St. Entrance. Facilitated by a
team of lay people, the series
is designed as a “journey of
reconciliation.”
For more information call
Richard Lebrun at 488-3835.

Nursery – Grade 8

�
�
�
�
�

Academic Excellence
Faith Formation
Involved Parent Community
Discipline and Structure
Commitment to Diversity

A faith community meeting the changing needs of families for over 100 years.
Registration Deadline March 13, 2009
S T . I G N A T I U S S C H O O L Located at the corner of Corydon and Harrow
239 Harrow Street | Winnipeg, MB | R3M 2Y3 |Telephone: 475-1386 | Fax: 475-3961
E-mail: school@stignatius.mb.ca Website: www.stignatius.mb.ca

Catholic Schools Week Feb. 8 - 13

An Advantage For Life

SMA

A community of learning, faith and service …this is my school.
Students at St. Mary’s Academy know that education is more than just opening a book. It’s being part
of a community that encourages academic excellence, spiritual growth, athletic and artistic ability.
It’s developing the skills and self-confidence to become the best person they can be.

Deadline for applications is February 20, 2009

www.stmarysacademy.mb.ca

S t. M a r y ’s A c a d e m y
EDU CATI N G YOU N G W OM En w ith in a c at hol ic fait h com m un it y
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For more upcoming archdiocesan events go to

www.archwinnipeg.ca
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hat is stewardship? If
you answer is, “stewardship is about money!”
you are only partly right.
Similarly, if you think that
stewardship is not about
money, then you are still
only partly right.
For decades our understanding of stewardship has
been too often limited to
increasing the Sunday collection or recruiting volunteers
Such a narrow perspective
is truly unfortunate, because
stewardship, in its deepest
sense, is much more than
sharing your time, talent and
treasure with the church.
Yes, the time, talent and
treasure model does encourage people to take a closer
look at stewardship in their
lives.
However, before parish
leaders can expect people to
respond to the stewardship
invitation, something else
must ﬁrst take place. People
must ﬁrst change the way
they think about who they
are, and who they belong
to.

What is stewardship ... really?
The traditional parish
approach to stewardship
of time, talent, and treasure, sometimes lacks a
ﬁrm foundation in faith
formation.
Without abandoning the
approach of the three T’s
altogether, I would urge
parish leaders to invest
equal time and energy
in forming steward disciples.
Formation requires a
shift from doing stewardship to being a steward
and requires a long term
commitment. In the long
run a faith formation approach will build communities that don’t just do
stewardship but live it.
So what is stewardship…
really?
I offer you a snapshot
of the Christian steward.
There are ten characteristics
or virtues that identify the
Christian Steward: prayer,
humility, trust, patience, responsibility, gratitude, generosity, simplicity, mercy,
and perseverance.
Prayer: If we are to grow

in holiness and in our relationship with God, prayer
is absolutely essential. We
must choose to spend time
in prayer daily!
Humility: Total dependence on God is the hallmark of humility. A Christian steward is ﬁlled with
humility, not pride.
Trust: The Christian steward seeks to trust God more

Sol Kanee Lecture

Afghans
long for
peace
P

eace and justice are the
greatest desires of the
Afghan people, said former
Member of Parliament Flora Flora McDonald spoke at St. Paul’s College Nov. 19.
McDonald as she delivered
for girls were established long-term relationships with
the annual Sol Kanee Lecwithin homes as education the people, not rotations of
ture at St. Paul’s College
for females was forbidden nine months to a year.
Nov. 19.
by the Taliban. She was
“The Canadian military
“The country has struggled
surprised to be approached should stay as long as the
with eight years of civil war,
by Taliban moderates who Afghan people need them.
Taliban fundamentalism and
sought to gain education for Canadians must understand
the loss of two million peotheir daughters. McDonald the complexity of religions,
ple, “ she said.
noted that not all Taliban are cultures and ethnicities and
McDonald has made 10
militant and could have an learn from them,” she said.
trips to Afghanistan and has
important role to play in the
“The people of Afghanivisited small communities in
rebuilding of the country.
stan can be counted on to do
the northern provinces work“The thirst for education in much more. Reserves exist
ing with them to advance aid
rural communities is nota- within Afghanistan that can
and education projects.
ble,” said McDonald adding be called upon to restore staShe has recorded her travthat the young people would bility, ” McDonald said.
els in the rugged and beautitell her, “all we know is how
She expressed disappointful region with her photograto shoot a gun.”
ment in the lack of support
phy. Images of the country
“The people worked en- for the Afghan people from
and the people were used as
thusiastically to make bricks their own central governa backdrop for her address.
for little two room schools,” ment and the continued imMcDonald, who in 1979
said McDonald praising balance in Canada’s focus.
became the ﬁrst woman to
the “hardworking and inShe called upon the Canabe named Canada’s Secgenious” nature of the Af- dian government to take a
retary of State for External
ghans.
more assertive role among
Affairs, said Afghanistan is
McDonald said a key ac- G8 countries.
viewed by some as a failed
complishment has been the
In 2007, McDonald foundstate and by others as a strugestablishment of village ed Future Generations Canagling democracy.
councils called shuras that da, a registered not-for-proﬁt
“Although there has been
have brought hundreds of organization committed to
some improvement, Afpeaceful resolutions to local teaching and enabling susghanistan remains the third
disputes. Four of 10 shuras tainable community change.
poorest country in the world.
in the northern region have The annual Sol Kanee LecChallenges to peace are
elected women to administer ture is presented by the Armany. There is no solution
them and recently a female thur V. Mauro Centre for
without international help.”
governor was elected.
Peace and Justice.
McDonald noted that in her
McDonald stressed that
work in Afghanistan through
any success in rebuilding Contributed by
Care Canada, secret schools
Afghanistan will require Barbara Fawcett

and to trust themselves
much less.
Patience: “Love is patient” 1 Cor. 13:14. The
Christian steward is patient
with God, with others, and
with themselves.
Responsibility:
“Well
done good and faithful servant” Matthew 25:19. To
be responsible is to ﬁrst understand that we are not our

own masters, or owners of
all that we possess.
We belong to God, and all
that we have been given is
to be used responsibly and
accountably.
Gratitude: “A grateful
heart silences a complaining voice” — Bishop Eugene Gerber. Being a steward means living each day
in gratitude, not envy. It is
hard to always be in want
when you have a grateful
heart. The secret to happiness is not found in having
more but in wanting less.
Generosity: For the steward, true generosity is born
out of gratitude. For the
Christian steward, the need
to give is greater than the
need of the recipient to receive.
Simplicity: “Live simply
so that others may simply
live” — Blessed Mother
Teresa. Adopting a simpler
lifestyle enables the steward to live generously.
Mercy: One of the greatest measures of mercy is the
ability to forgive. Christian
stewards are willing to for-

give others and themselves.
Perseverance: The stewardship way of life is both
joyful and rewarding while
at the same time being challenging and sometimes difﬁcult.
“Mature disciples make a
conscious, ﬁrmed decision,
carried out in action, to be
followers of Jesus Christ
no matter the cost to themselves.” — Stewardship A
Disciple’s Response, (1992
USCCB Pastoral Letter).
Enabling people to grow in
these virtues is the primary
goal of any parish stewardship team. The Stewardship
Ofﬁce has many resources
to aid you in realizing this
goal.
For more information
please contact Dan Potvin at
452-2227 ext 228, or email
danpotvin@archwinnipeg.
ca
Contributed by
Dan Potvin
Director of Stewardship and
Development
Archdiocese of Winnipeg

Worldwide Marriage Encounter
provides a lifetime of lessons in love

W

orldwide
Marriage
Encounter (WWME)
is a weekend experience that
gives married couples the opportunity to learn a technique
of loving communication that
they can use for the rest of
their lives.
The weekend provides a
conducive environment for
couples to spend time together, away from the distractions
and tensions of everyday life,
while encouraging them to
focus on each other and their
relationship.
WWME is not a retreat, not
a marriage clinic, not group
sensitivity, and not a substitute for counseling.
It’s a chance for them to look
deeply into their relationship
with each other and with God.
Every marriage deserves that
kind of attention.
The WWME Weekend is
designed in such a way that
both priests and religious can
participate fully.
The principles of love, commitment and effective communication translate quite
readily to the relationship
between a priest and his parish or any group to whom he
ministers, as well as to a religious community.
Priests who have attended
an Encounter weekend call
the experience “life enhancing.”
When we went on a WWME
Weekend in April 2006, we
felt our marriage was a very
good marriage.
The weekend reinforced
that for us. What it also did
was give us the tools to make
it great. The better your mar-

Doug and Paulette Sutherland
riage, the more you will beneﬁt from a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend.
Contributed by Doug and
Paulette Sutherland

Worldwide Marriage
Encounter, Manitoba and
Northwestern Ontario
dpland@mts.net
(204) 487-7337
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Catholic Schools Week Feb. 8-13, 2009
Holy Ghost School
333 Selkirk Ave., Winnipeg
Phone: 582-1053
Fax: 582-4870
www.holyghostschool.ca
Principal: David Hood
Pastor: Rev. Maciej Pajak, O.M.I.
K-8

Our Lady of Victory School
249 Arnold Avenue, Winnipeg
Phone: 452-7632
Fax: 453-3081
www.victoryedu.com
Principal: Alexander Cap
Pastor: Rev. Boguslaw Wardzinski
N-8

St. Charles Catholic School
331 St. Charles Street, Winnipeg
Phone: 837-1520
Fax: 837-2326
www.stcharlescatholicschool.ca
Principal: Dr. Penny Parzygjala

St. Edward’s School
836 Arlington Street, Winnipeg
Phone: 774-8773
Fax: 775-0011
Principal: Linda Doyle
Pastor: Rev. Rainerio Sarce
K-6

Pastoral Coordinator: Sr. Emma Berard, m.o.
Pastors & Pastoral Administrators:
St. Charles: Rev. Terance McGrath
St. Paul the Apostle: Rev. Mark Tarrant
Our Lady of Perpetual Help:
Rev. Barry Schoonbaert
Blessed John XXIII: Msgr. Maurice Comeault
St. Anne’s: Sr. Alice Konefall, snjm,
Pastoral Administrator
N-8

St. John Brebeuf School
605 Renfrew Street, Winnipeg
Phone: 489-2115
Fax: 489-6097
www.sjbcommunity.ca
Principal: Laura Carreiro
Pastor: Msgr. D. Ward Jamieson
K-8

St. Ignatius School
239 Harrow Street, Winnipeg
Phone: 475-1386
Fax: 475-3961
www.stignatius.winnipeg.mb.ca
Principal: Danielle Kolton
Pastor: Rev. Gerry McDougall, SJ
N-8

St. Maurice School
1639 Pembina Highway, Winnipeg
Phone: 452-2873
Fax: 452-4050
www.stmaurice.mb.ca
Principal: Giuseppi Caligiuri
Pastor: Rev. Patrick A. Morand
N - 12

St. Mary’s Academy
550 Wellington Crescent, Winnipeg
Phone: 477-0244
Fax: 453-2417
www.stmarysacademy.mb.ca
Director: Sister Susan Wikeem, snjm
Principal: Connie Yunyk
7 - 12
St. Paul’s High School
2200 Grant Avenue, Winnipeg
Phone: 831-2300 Fax: 831-2340
www.stpauls.mb.ca
President: Rev. Alan Fogarty SJ
Principal: Tom Lussier
9 - 12
1495 Pembina Hwy.,
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3T 2C6
\Phone: 478-3205 Fax: 453-8236
E-mail: awcs@archwinnipeg.ca
Website: www.archwinnipeg.ca
Director of Education: Robert Praznik
Administrative Coordinator to
Catholic Schools: Gail Gel

St. Augustine’s School
330 - 3rd Street , Brandon
Phone: 729-3285
Fax: 729-3286
www.brandonsd.mb.ca/bsd/staugustine
Principal: Betty Howell
Pastor: Rev. Dominic Yuen
K-8

Catholic Schools Day Feb. 13
The Archdiocese of Winnipeg Catholic Schools
and the Catholic Schools Commission celebrates

THE

JUBILEE YEAR
OF

ST. PAUL
Catholic Schools Day
Friday, February 13th, 2009

Captain Miles MacDonell Assembly #0370
Knights of Columbus
33rd Annual Dinner & Draw in support of
Catholic Parochial School Education

Hosted by St. Paul’s High School
2200 Grant Avenue
With Keynote Speaker
Most Rev. Terrence Prendergast, S.J.
Archbishop of Ottawa

Our Lady of Victory Catholic School
is the 2009 recipient of the funds
Wednesday, April 22nd, 2009
Blessed John XXIII Parish Auditorium
3390 Portage Ave., Winnipeg
6:00 p.m. Cocktail Hour with Dinner and Draw to follow
Dinner & Draw ticket $50.00. Draw only ticket $25.00
($20.00 tax receipt to be provided)
Limited ticket printing of 350
Over the past 5 years, $40,000.00 has been raised
for Catholic Education
For tickets call Our Lady of Victory School, 452-7622

Eucharistic Celebration: 8:45 am
Most Reverend V. James Weisgerber, Archbishop of Winnipeg
Concelebrants:
Most Reverend Terrence Prendergast, S.J., Archbishop of Ottawa
Most Reverend Lawrence Huculak, O.S.B.M., Metropolitan-Archbishop of Winnipeg
Priests of the Catholic Schools of Manitoba
Keynote Speaker:

10:40 am – Noon (Session 1) : Conversion to Christ in St. Paul and in Us
1:30 pm - 3:00 pm (Session 2) : St. Paul’s Theology of the Body
Archbishop Terrence Prendergast, S.J.

Lunch Break:

Noon -1:30 pm (on your own; a list of restaurants in the area will be provided)

Closing:

3:15 pm
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Catholic Schools Week Feb. 8-13, 2009
A message from the Director of Education
Archdiocese of Winnipeg Catholic Schools
For “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord
shall be saved.” But how are they to call on one in
whom they have not believed? And how are they
to believe in one of whom they have never heard?
And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful
are the feet of those who bring the good news”

Robert Praznik

T

he Theme for Catholic Schools week,
which will be celebrated
February 8 – 13, 2009,
is the Jubilee Year of St.
Paul.
As we celebrate the
two-thousandth anniversary of the birth of
St. Paul we are called
to carry his message to
a new generation. The
Catholic school educators of Manitoba have
the awesome and challenging task of proclaiming the message of
Jesus in a very secular
society.
There are many children and adults who
never heard of the saving message of Jesus.

— The Letter of St. Paul to the Romans
(10:12-15)

While the name of Jesus
is commonly heard in
society, is has become
blurred with Santa
Claus, Superman, and
the Easter Bunny.
The children of today
are being raised in a culture that no longer has a
Christian foundation. In
the past, while everyone
did not necessarily attend church, they had
knowledge of God.
Today, the majority of Canadians do
not attend church. The
Lord’s Prayer has been
removed from public
schools and Christmas
concerts and any other
Christian reference are
forbidden. The children

of today are being raised
in a very different world
than were their parents
and grandparents.
In the next few weeks,
the Catholic schools in
Manitoba will be hosting open houses as they
begin the registration
process for the 2009/10
school year.
As a parent, I encourage you to visit these
open houses or feel free
to call the schools to arrange a visit. You will
notice the difference
when you walk through
the door.
See if you have the
impression of entering
a new environment, one
based on Catholic val-

A message from Archbishop James Weisgerber
Dear sisters and brothers,

W

e continue our journey towards the 100th
anniversary of our establishment as an
Archdiocese. The common theme of our journey is “Building a Church of Communion.” For
the years 2008-2010 we are focusing on Faith
Formation. While our key audience for Faith
Formation is adults, we are all aware of the tremendous contribution made in this area by the
Catholic Schools in the Archdiocese of Winnipeg.
The teachers, administrators, support staff, pastors, parents and parishioners who support the work of our schools are very much appreciated.
Catholic education takes much effort! The faith passed on to our young
people, in the context of excellent education, is truly a gift to our communion in the Archdiocese.
Sincerely Yours in Christ,
+ V. James Weisgerber
Archbishop of Winnipeg
ues and faith.
Do you hear and see
the message of our Lord
Jesus Christ being lived
and proclaimed?
Do you want your
children to be educated in an environment
where people are not
afraid to share their faith
in God?
Catholic schools are a

gift of this generation to
the next.
As the Catholic community of Manitoba,
we also need to hear
the message of St. Paul
and proclaim the good
news. We can do this in
our daily lives and by
supporting those who
take on this challenge of
working with children

and youth in catechism
programs and Catholic
schools.
Your prayers and ﬁnancial support are very
much appreciated.
How beautiful are the
feet of those who bring
the good news!
God Bless
Robert Praznik

Quest for a transformational journey: Servant leadership in our schools?

O

n November 27 and 28,
2008 a Special Activity Group (SAG) workshop
was held in Winnipeg for
all Catholic school administrators at St. John Brebeuf
School on the topic of ‘Servant Leadership’.
This major event was attended by over 36 school
administrators,
pastors,
teachers and school board
members. The Archdiocese of Winnipeg Catholic
Schools was the major sponsor of this two day event.
Robert Praznik, Director of Education for the
Archdiocese of Winnipeg
Catholic Schools, ofﬁcially
welcomed everyone to the
workshop and wished all
participants an exciting educational journey.
He then introduced the
guest speaker and workshop
leader Dr. Carolyn Crippen,
Assistant Dean of the Post
Baccalaureate Program and
Associate Professor of Educational Administration at
the Faculty of Education,
University of Manitoba.
Everyone had the opportunity to hear ﬁrst hand the
meaning of ‘Servant Leadership’.
Dr. Crippen was an excellent choice for guest

speaker. The motto on her
business card reads: “I treat
people as valuable, capable,
and responsible. First to
serve, then to lead.”
According to Dr. Crippen
the term ‘Servant Leadership’ was coined by Robert
K. Greenleaf who is sometimes referred to as the father of this philosophy.
She noted that “this
philosophy should not be
perceived as a top down
paradigm but one that calls
for elements of trust, cooperation, empathy and ethical
use of power.”
Dr. Crippen said we need
to “serve ﬁrst by role modeling and then seek to better
serve others.”
This concept of servant
leadership is especially relevant and of interest to us
Catholics, for Jesus taught
his disciples that: “…whoever wants to become great
among you must be your
servant, and whoever wants
to be ﬁrst must be slave of
all. For even the Son of Man
did not come to be served,
but to serve, and to give
his life a ransom for many”
(Mark 10:43-45).
Professor Crippen, a former teacher, principal and
school superintendent, cap-

A Special Activity Group workshop was held for
Catholic school administrators Nov. 27 and 28.
tured everyone’s interest
and created a strong rapport
with her audience.
Her well placed humour
enabled her to connect very
easily with participants. It
seems she took all of them
on a new philosophical,
transformational journey.
After the formal presentation, participants eagerly
continued their assigned responsibilities in small working groups, where they had
an opportunity to discuss and
analyze speciﬁc chapters of
Robert K. Greenleaf’s book

‘The Servant Leader Within
A Transformative Path’.
One could see that there
was no lack of enthusiasm
at those working tables,
even on a Friday.
During those two days
you could hear from a number of individuals that they
were pleased with her presentation because it showed
them how to relate this topic
to their daily administrative
responsibilities including in
their daily life.
Others mentioned that
“she not only believes in

what she preaches but she
takes it daily to heart”.
Vice-principal Mary Pyrozyk of Our Lady of Victory School said “in my
estimation she is a very
knowledgeable individual
that managed to capture our
attention with a very informative session.”
At the end of this intensive workshop, Mr. Praznik
thanked Professor Crippen
on behalf of all of the participants for her challenging
workshop.
Other individual’s, also

personally thanked her and
wished her a warm stay in
her new home in British Columbia.
I am positive that as a
result of her delivery style,
she has managed to leave
with us a new philosophical
footprint and that we might
see her again in the near future.
A warm thank you goes to
Laura Carreiro, Principal of
St. John Brebeuf School for
accommodating this important event and Monsignor
D. Ward Jamieson who invited all of the participants
to join him in a prayer as he
blessed the meal which was
served.
The spiritual guidance
and presence of Father
Martin Bradbury, Director
of Catholic Schools for the
Archdiocese of St. Boniface
throughout the two days was
especially welcomed.
At the conclusion, all
registered participants were
happy to receive a Certiﬁcate of Achievement from
Mr. Praznik.
Contributed by
Alexander Cap
Principal
Our Lady of Victory School

6 • The New Wine Press

February 2009

Archdiocese of Winnipeg Annual Financial Report
Dear sisters and brothers,

I

t is always an honour and
a pleasure to present our
annual Financial Report.
From the outset I would like
to thank you for your generous response to the needs
of the wider church: the

Archdiocese, the Church
in Canada and various
church sponsored activities throughout the world.
We have been blessed in
abundance and it is gratifying to witness how eagerly
all parishioners share these
blessings.

2008 Financial Highlights

T

hrough this commentary and the accompanying Statement of
Operations, drawn from
the audited ﬁnancial statements of the Roman Catholic Archiepiscopal Corporation of Winnipeg for
the ﬁscal year ended June
30, 2008, we are pleased
to report to the Catholic
community how your ﬁnancial gifts serve to fund
services and programs for
the parishes and missions
of the Archdiocese of
Winnipeg.
Once again, we extend
our sincere appreciation
to all who contribute their
time, skills and ﬁnancial
resources for the beneﬁt of
parish and mission communities within the Archdiocese.
Revenues
The major portion of
archdiocesan
funding
continues to be generated
through our annual Sharing God’s Gifts Appeal
and through parish assessments. Together, these totaled $2,014,000 in 2008
and represented 75% of
total revenues. These
combined revenues increased by $52,000 (+3%)
over the previous year.
Interest and investment
income attained $202,000,
for an increase of $14,000
(+7%) over 2007.
Donations, grants and
bequests totaled $193,000
in 2008, or $39,000 greater (+25%) than in the previous year. 2008 revenue
included special grants to
assist with the 2008 International Priests Conference, the Westman First
Nations Ministry Outreach
and Safe Environments, a
program to promote the
safety of children and
youth within the Church.

Other revenue sources remained relatively
stable in comparison to
the previous year, with
the exception of revenue
from deferred contributions. This item represents donations and grants
designated for speciﬁc
purposes and which are
carried forward, to be recognized as revenue when
the speciﬁed activities or
projects are undertaken.
In 2008, the revenue associated with such “carried
forward” projects totaled
$29,000, in comparison to
$280,000 in 2007.
As the result of the abovementioned items, total revenues for 2008 equaled
$2,666,000, for a reduction
of $158,000 (-6%) from
2007.
Expenditures
Expenditures for diocesan pastoral and support
services
totaled
$1,175,000, compared to
$1,091,000 in the previous year. This $84,000
(+8%) increase is mainly
reﬂected in the ministry
areas of religious education and human resources,
as well as in the cost of
the previously-mentioned
2008 International Priests
Conference.
Offsetting
in part are reductions in
expenses for the delivery
of services to Catholic
Schools and costs associated with the Nathanael
lay formation program
and the diaconate formation program.
Chancery and archdiocesan administration expenditures increased by
$135,000 to $713,000 in
2008 (+23%). In addition to costs associated
with the ofﬁces of the
Archbishop and the Moderator of the Curia, these

Revenues

I am grateful to the members of the Archdiocesan
Finance Council who remain my key advisors in
the management of the
ﬁnancial resources of the
Archdiocese. On your behalf I would like to thank
Mr. Rene Bouchard and the

members of his team who
manage our ﬁnancial resources from day-to-day.
The report we are presenting today reﬂects the ﬁnancial situation of the Archdiocese on June 30, 2008. If
you have any questions as
you study this report, please

feel free to contact Rene
Bouchard at 478-3203.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Reverend
V. James Weisgerber
Reverend
W. Richard Arsenault
Mr. Rene Bouchard
Mrs. Silvia de Sousa
Mr. Charles Henaire
Reverend Msgr.
D. Ward Jamieson
Mr. Ralph Piasta
Mr. Guy Prefontaine
Mr. Bruce Ward
Ms. Geraldine Willcock
(Chair)

+V. James Weisgerber
Archbishop of Winnipeg

Roman Catholic Archiepiscopal Corporation of Winnipeg
Operating Fund
Statement of Operations
For the Year Ended June 30, 2008

Revenues
Annual appeal (Sharing God's Gifts)
Parish assessment
Interest and investment income
Donations, grants and bequests
Administration fees and other
Catholic schools assessment
Workshops, conferences and program income
Deferred contributions
Tribunal fees
Total revenues
Expenditures
Pastoral and support services
Religious education
Catholic schools
Marriage tribunal
Chaplaincy
Human resources
Stewardship
Nathanael formation programs
Pastoral services
Communications
Social justice
Other diocesan program expenditures
Diocesan insurance program
Diocesan conferences
Youth
Diocesan Pastoral Renewal
Diocesan celebrations and other
Archives
Total pastoral and ministerial services
Chancery and archdiocesan administration
Priests' pension, professional development and care
Mission support
Building operations
Conference of Bishops
Banking and investment fees
Professional fees
Total expenditures

Excess of revenues over expenditures

expenses include salaries
and beneﬁts related to the
Chancery’s
secretarial,
accounting and ﬁnancial
management
functions.
Also included are such
items as communication
costs, ofﬁce supplies and
travel.
Expenditures for priests’
pension and other needs
totaled $282,000 in 2008,
compared to $350,000 in
2007 (-19%). The reduction related to costs for the
care of priests in need and
for professional development or formation.
Other major items include
mission support, building
operations and Conference of Bishops. Support
to home missions in 2008

2008
$

2007
$

1,525,245
489,240
202,298
192,897
100,198
68,505
39,918
29,014
18,203

1,493,770
468,940
188,193
153,830
100,301
69,889
43,680
279,744
25,957

2,665,518

2,824,304

177,144
158,808
153,557
118,914
77,904
76,544
75,329
70,410
59,827
41,080
33,545
28,014
24,733
23,100
21,533
18,597
16,097

137,653
184,507
140,100
121,280
46,960
76,767
90,484
68,763
58,237
29,838
20,694
18,322
28,247
24,422
24,717
20,462

1,175,136
713,107
281,551
200,772
135,768
41,904
33,322
24,819

1,091,453
578,463
349,514
164,123
123,514
47,022
30,756
32,960

2,606,379

2,417,805

59,139

increased by $37,000 to
$201,000 (+22%). Building expenses increased
by $12,000 to $136,000
(+10%) due to greater
repair and maintenance
costs and miscellaneous
computer upgrades. The
annual funding provided
to the Canadian Catholic
Conference of Bishops
decreased to $42,000 for
2008 (-11%).
Total
expenditures
equaled $2,606,000 in
2008, representing an increase of $189,000 (+8%)
over 2007.
Results
These operating activities resulted in an excess
of revenue over expenditures in the amount of

Archdiocesan
Finance
Council

Archdiocese
of Winnipeg
Fast Facts
Catholic population
155,000
Deaneries and parishes
Deaneries - 6
Parishes - 68
Missions - 23
Reduced Service
Churches - 9
Priests and Religious
Diocesan Priests
(including retired
Priests) - 64
Religious Priests - 28
Deacons - 18
Seminarians - 4
Brothers - 1
Sisters - 120

406,499

The Sacraments

$59,000. This amount
was applied to capital asset purchases of $86,000
during the year, including the replacement of
windows, heating and air
conditioning equipment,
and a photocopying machine at the Catholic
Centre. The difference of
$27,000 was drawn from
the operating fund balance.
The comparative figure
of $406,000 in 2007 included $240,000 which
was transferred to the
newly-created Archdiocesan Charities Fund for
support of the poor and
other charitable purposes.

Expenditures

Baptisms - 1432
First Communions
- 960
Conﬁrmations - 673
Marriages - 410
Christian Initiation
of Adults - 57
Funerals - 845
Catholic Schools
Parish Schools - 7
Schools run by
religious orders - 2
Number of students in
all schools - 3,262
Cathechetics
Number of children in
Cathechetics
- 3,900

Special Collections

2008

2007

134,000

217,000

Holy Lands

52,000

46,000

Evangelization of Nations

37,000

40,000

Papal Charities

30,000

24,000

Int'l Eucharistic Conference

23,000

5,000

$ 276,000

$ 332,000

Development and Peace *

Total

* includes Share Lent and disaster relief
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Development & Peace :
A Call to Love Tenderly and Act Justly

apal Encyclicals on our
Catholic social justice
teaching date back to Rerum
Novarum, written in 1891 by
Leo XIII.
This ﬁrst Encyclical on
social justice addressed the
question of poor, exploited
workers in society and recognized the dignity of the
poor and the obligation of
the rich towards them.
If we jump ahead to Vatican
II when bishops from all over
the world came to discuss the
Church, the bishops from the
South informed those of the
North of the conditions that
many people of the Global
South were living in at the
expense of the Global North.
In 1967 Pope Paul VI wrote
the encyclical Populorum
Progressio which emphasized the duty of the developed nations to help the
developing nations and to
ensure just relations between
the two. In it Pope Paul VI
calls Catholics to:
“infuse a Christian spirit
into the mentality, customs,
laws and structures of the
community in which they
live. […] We ask Our Catholic sons [and daughters] who
belong to the more favoured
nations, to bring their talents
and give their active participation to organizations, be
they of an ofﬁcial or private
nature, civil or religious,
which are working to overcome the difﬁculties of developing nations. […] For if the
name for peace is development who would not wish to
labour for it with all his [or
her] powers?”
It is with and from this spirit that D&P was born in 1967
and made the ofﬁcial international development agency of the Catholic Church
of Canada by our national
bishops.
Every year D&P holds two
training workshops at Micah
House which correspond
to its two campaigns. The
workshop on D&P’s Fall
Action Education Campaign
took place on Saturday October 4, 2008.
For the third year it focused
on Canadian mining in the
Global South and the negative effects of some Canadian mining companies on
food security in affected
communities.
Victor Kaicombey, a D&
P partner from Sierra Leone
who is now living in Winnipeg, told of the great poverty
of his fellow citizens despite
the mineral wealth of his

‘In Search of April Raintree’

O
From left, Roberta Gramlich, D&P animator for Manitoba, Victor Kaicombey, D&P
partner from Sierra Leone, Dr. Mary LeMaître, D&P chair, Archdiocese of Winnipeg and Sue Roth, former D&P chair, Archdiocese of Winnipeg.
country. He explained that,
living in an area with mineral resources, many people
ﬁnd themselves with no land
rights should a mining company decide to explore or
mine there.
Farmers are displaced from
their rich, fertile lands. Land
and water are left polluted
and illness and hunger set in.

mittee spoke on the Landless
Workers Movement in Brazil
and the difference D&P projects make to a community.
The workshop stressed that
in difﬁcult ﬁnancial times,
it is important to remember
that it is the poor who are the
hardest hit and that it is even
more important to support
them.

■ For the third year, the Fall Action Campaign focused on the
negative practices of some Canadian mining companies
■ ShareLent workshop examined poverty in the Global South and
stressed that In difﬁcult ﬁnancial times the poor are hardest hit
■ D&P warns of the dangers of the privatization of water
The Fall Action petition
cards asked the government
to regulate our mining companies in the Global South
to ensure that our companies
respect people’s rights to access and control of the natural
resources they need to live in
the just, digniﬁed manner to
which they are entitled.
Petition cards were signed
in parishes and at the University of Manitoba. If you
have not yet signed a petition
card, it is not too late. Ask
your parish representative,
or call Roberta at the D&P
ofﬁce (231-2848), or sign it
on-line at www.devp.org .
The Share Lent Workshop
was held on Sat., Jan. 31,
2009. The morning of the
workshop looked at the social justice model by which
D&P works and offers longterm support to NGO projects that help to change the
unjust situations that cause
poverty in the Global South.
Victor Kaicombey explained the Sierra Leone
project, Network Movement
for Justice and Development,
and Dr. Wilder Robles of the
University of Manitoba and
a member of D&P’s International Development Com-

The
A publication of the
Archdiocese of Winnipeg

The View from
Micah House

This support comes in several forms:
■ Sign petition cards to
stand in solidarity with the
voiceless of the Global
South
■ Become a member of
D&P and receive The Global
Village Voice newsletter, and
bolster D&P’s strength when
approaching government for
CIDA funds.
■ Give to Share Lent
■ Best of all, donate monthly through Share Year Round
for as little as $1 per month
and automatically become a
member.
The afternoon portion of the
workshop was led by Nicole
Hoard, D&P Youth Representative for Manitoba.
Nicole and youth from the
Catholic community presented Thinkfast, an awareness-raising fundraiser for
all ages, and ran the group
through several of its activities.
The workshop ended with
a discussion on the importance of youth involvement
in D&P and announcements
on upcoming D&P events.
In addition to its workshops, D&P is active raising
awareness in the community
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on important political issues.
In November, D&P set up
an information and petition
signing table at U of M. On
Feb. 3 at St John Brebeuf
Parish, James Kornelsen of
the Canadian Foodgrains
Bank gave a talk on his organization’s partnership with
D&P and their collaboration
with D&P’s Caritas project
in Zambia.
On Feb. 4 D&P set up a
booth at the Social Justice
Fair at Menno Simons College and one at U of M on
Feb 5.
In response to our last campaign on the privatization of
water, D&P is also involved
with several other organizations to raise awareness on
the dangers of the privatization of water here in North
America.
It collaborated with CUPE,
the Canadian Students’ Federation, the Canadian Centre
for Policy Alternatives, Manitoba EcoNetwork, Winnipeg Citizen’s Coalition, and
the Council of Canadians,
to organize a Water Forum
conference at the University
of Winnipeg on January 30
and 31.
The guest speaker was
Tony Clark, the renowned
water specialist, and co-author, with Maude Barlow, of
Blue Gold.
In conjunction with this,
D&P will be bringing to
Winnipeg in March Oscar
Olivera of Bolivia, one of
our partners, to speak on the
privatization of water, an issue which Oscar and his fellow citizens of Cochabamba
had to ﬁght in 2000.
Contributed by
Dr. Mary LeMaître
D&P Chair
Archdiocese of Winnipeg

Growing up aboriginal
in a racist society

n Thursday, January 15, thirty JustFaith participants gathered at Kateri Tekakwitha parish to listen to Beatrice Mosionier, author of In Search of April
Raintree. Twenty-ﬁve years ago, Mosionier wrote a
moving account of two young Metis girls, facing their
Aboriginal heritage in very different ways.
Mosionier read several sections from her book and
then answered questions. She openly and honestly
explored her own struggles in a racist society. Being
placed in a foster home at the age of three, her greatest
suffering came from the sense of not belonging. She
and each of her siblings were placed in different foster
homes. Her oldest sister was declared incorrigible because she attempted to return home from each of her
foster placements. For this she was placed in a lock-up
facility.
When asked why and when she wrote the book, Mosionier said that at age 31, after the suicide of a second sister, she began to look for answers to explain the
tragedies. In Search of April Raintree was the result
Today, Mosionier feels the policy of assimilation that
was begun through residential schools is being continued by Child and Family Services. In times past,
Aboriginal children were removed from families and
brought to residential schools where they were taught
in an alien culture far from home. Although the children learned some skills, it was at an immense price.
Whole communities suffered the loss of all their children. The children, who returned home for the summer
break, found that life with the family was not as they
remembered. They lived between two worlds belonging in neither. It would be unconscionable if the apprehension of children by Child and Family Services
was to reproduce the suffering of the past. According
to some statistics there are more native children in
care today than there ever were in residential schools.
What will become of them? Will they, too, like many
former residential school attendees, feel lost, alienated
and powerless? Will they be returned to abusive situations in families or communities for the sole reason
that these families or communities are aboriginal?
Child and Family Services in Manitoba are facing
huge challenges. Just as there were admirable people
serving in the residential schools of the past, there are
excellent workers in CFS. But in both institutions there
were and are countless problems; the lack of ﬁnancial resources and enough mentally healthy and well
trained personnel being only two of them.
It is important that Mosionier’s theory of attempted
assimilation is carefully studied and acted upon. The
strategies that could address her concerns have yet to
be developed. Improving the living situations of families so they can survive in a safe and stable environment
is essential. Perhaps the money spent on apprehension
and housing could be better spent on helping parents
establish a home safe from recruitment into gangs and
street life. Answers will not be easy to ﬁnd but repeating the mistakes of the past is really not an option.
Sr. Johanna Jonker is at Micah House
1039 Main St., Winnipeg
589-5393
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The Archbishop’s Message
The Holy Land 2009
My fellow disciples,
In January of this
year I had the opportunity to join other
bishops from North
America and Europe
in a pastoral visit to
the Church in the Holy
Land. The visit concentrated on the Churches
in the Palestinian Territories, the West Bank.
The ﬁrst purpose of the visit was to show the concern
and support of our Churches for our Christian brothers
and sisters whose presence in the land of Jesus goes
right back to the beginnings of the Church. The visit
was designed to give us ﬁrst hand experience of the
situation so that we can inform the Churches which
we represent. Our group met with the Latin Patriarch
and other bishops, with students at Bethlehem University and seminarians. We also visited several parishes
for the celebration of the Eucharist and conversations
with local people. It is inspiring to see the vitality and
deep devotion of the Palestinian Christians.
Obviously the dramatic bombardment of Gaza,
which was occurring during our visit, shrouded everything and everyone in fear, anger and deep uncertainty.
Sadly, many Christian families are leaving the Holy
Land. They often feel that there can be no future for
them in this land of their fathers and mothers. There
is great concern about the ultimate purposes of the
State of Israel. More and more Palestinian land is being seized for Israeli settlements. Movement of people
within the Palestinian territories is strictly controlled
by the Israeli security forces so that commerce, education, family and Church life become very difﬁcult,
if not impossible. We encountered much cynicism in
respect to the Peace Process.
The Christians of the Holy Land want all of us to
know about the challenges they are facing. They ask
for our prayers. They express great gratitude for the
assistance we provide and ask us to ﬁnd new and creative ways to deepen our relationship and our support.
They told us of the importance of pilgrimages, not
only because pilgrimages underline the importance of
the Christian holy places, but also because they provide much needed economic beneﬁts for the Palestinian peoples. We were also requested to ask our governments to insist that the international community bring
pressure to bear on all the leaders in the Holy Land to
develop a plan which would allow all, Jews, Christians
and Muslims to live in justice, dignity and peace.
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Pope sends blessings to
President Obama
VATICAN NEWS SERVICE — On the day of the U.S.
presidential inauguration Pope Benedict XVI sent a telegram to Barack Obama, congratulating him on becoming
the forty-fourth president of the United States of America.
The Holy Father offered his “cordial good wishes, together with the assurance of my prayers that Almighty
God will grant you unfailing wisdom and strength in the
exercise of your high responsibilities.
“Under your leadership”, he added, “may the American
people continue to ﬁnd in their impressive religious and
political heritage the spiritual values and ethical principles
needed to co-operate in the building of a truly just and
free society, marked by respect for the dignity, equality
and rights of each of its members, especially the poor, the
outcast and those who have no voice.
“At a time when so many of our brothers and sisters
throughout the world yearn for liberation from the scourge
of poverty, hunger and violence, I pray that you will be
conﬁrmed in your resolve to promote understanding, cooperation and peace among the nations, so that all may
share in the banquet of life which God wills to set for the
whole human family.”
The Pope concludes: “Upon you and your family, and
upon all the American people, I willingly invoke the
Lord’s blessings of joy and peace.”

Serra Club Annual Burse Dinner
Carole Maynard, president of Serra Winnipeg, and Guy Coughlin, vice-president
with Serra Canada and a trustee with Serra
Winnipeg, present Archbishop Weisgerber
with a cheque for $5,000. The funds were
raised at the annual Burse Dinner Nov. 14
at the Caboto Centre in Winnipeg, attended
by 210 Serra supporters. Serra members
are lay Catholics dedicated to promoting
and fostering vocations.

Festival of Prayer

+V. James Weisgerber
Archbishop of Winnipeg

Archbishop Weisgerber was among many local church leaders at the opening
evening of the annual Week of Prayer For Christianity Unity at the Salvation
Army Heritage Park Temple on School Road in Winnipeg Jan. 18. Evening services were held throughout the week concluding Jan. 25 with Vespers on the
Feast of the Conversion of Saint Paul at St. Paul The Apostle Church, Winnipeg.

Archbishop Weisgerber’s Schedule
February
2-13 Buenos Aires, Argentina – Bishops of America Meeting
16-20 Edmonton – Western Conference of Bishops Meeting
23 10:30 a.m. – St. Charles School – I Love to Read Month
23 7:00 p.m. – CCO Meeting
25 12:00 noon – St. Mary’s Cathedral, Ash Wednesday Mass
26 10:30 a.m. – Archdiocesan Council on Catholic Education,
Winnipeg
2:30 p.m. – Archdiocesan Finance Council
28 11:00 a.m. – Archdiocesan Pastoral Council, Winnipeg
March
1 2:30 p.m. – The Rite of Election, St. Mary’s Cathedral
3 10:30 a.m. – Council of Priests, Winnipeg
8-10 Mission at St. Paul the Apostle Parish, Winnipeg
10 10:30 a.m. – International/Local Priests Meeting,
St. John Brebeuf Parish, Winnipeg
17-19 CCCB Executive, Ottawa

20 Visit with our Seminarian at St. Peter’s Seminary, London,
Ontario
24-25 Visit with our Seminarian at Sacred Heart Seminary,
Hales Corner, Wisconsin
27 6:00 p.m. – Opening of Mission at Our Lady of the Angels
Parish, Amaranth
April
6 7:30 p.m. Chrism Mass St. Mary’s Cathedral
9 7:30 p.m. Holy Thursday Eucharist St. Mary’s Cathedral
10 9:00 a.m. Public Way of the Cross
3:00 p.m. Good Friday Service St. Mary’s Cathedral
11 8:00 p.m. Easter Vigil Celebration St Mary’s Cathedral
16 6:15 p.m. “Theology on Tap”, Tavern United, Winnipeg
17 5:00 p.m. CWL Diocesan Convention, Our Lady of Perpetual
Help Parish, Winnipeg
18 9:30 a.m. Pre Confirmation Gathering for
Confirmation Candidates, St. John Brebeuf Parish, Winnipeg

