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St. Gianna’s Columbarium: Honouring Life in the Catholic Tradition
After many months of 

planning, Living Wa-
ters Columbarium is now 
unveiled to all members of 
the Archdiocese of Winni-
peg.  
The first of its kind in 

Canada, Living Waters Co-
lumbarium will be uniquely 
located within the beautiful 
and contemporary church of 
St. Gianna’s Roman Catho-
lic Parish in southwest Win-
nipeg.  
The columbarium design 

features over 4000 burial 
niches, as well as 432 me-
morial niches and 10 family 
chapels.  
At the heart of the colum-

barium is the baptismal font 
in which Christians are in-
augurated into the life, death 
and resurrection of Christ.  
Entombment in the colum-
barium is within the context 
of a living and praying com-
munity, where the dead are 
perpetually remembered in 
the community’s prayer and 
worship.
Living Waters Columbari-

um offers a theological per-
spective on the cycle of life.  
Its location, in the context of 
a living, gathering commu-
nity, captures the essence of 
all stages of life.  

The deceased will be re-
membered during the month 
of November in the liturgical 
life of the parish community.  
Annual liturgical cel-

ebrations for the family and 
friends of the deceased will 
take place on Mother’s Day, 
Father’s Day and during the 
Christmas and Easter sea-
sons.
Death inevitably brings with 

it feelings of loss and sadness 
for family and friends.  Dur-
ing this time of grief, unex-
pected pressures can result 
in hasty decisions which may 
be contrary to the faith and 
wishes of the deceased. While 
contemplating one’s own 
funeral can create feelings 
of uneasiness, many adults 
are finding that pre-planning 
their funeral arrangements of-
fers great emotional and even 
financial security. 
The columbarium was ini-

tially unveiled to the parish-
ioners of St. Gianna’s Church 
on January 18, 2009, which 
marked the beginning of a 
ten week pre-construction 
purchase opportunity within 
the parish.  The response was 
overwhelming, as many pa-
rishioners found peace and 
comfort in selecting their fi-
nal resting place in this struc-

ture of great religious signifi-
cance. 
Living Waters Columbari-

um offers a number of special 
entombment and memorial 
opportunities. Each niche in 
the columbarium can accom-
modate two urns, and many 
styles of beautifully crafted 
urns are available in both 
marble and granite.  
In addition to the standard 

niches, over 400 false niches 

have been incor-
porated into the columbarium 
design and can be purchased 
as memorials for family 
members and friends who are 
interred in other parts of the 
city or the world.  
Unique family chapels 

prominently featuring fam-
ily names are also available 
for the entombment of fam-
ily groups ranging from 21 to 
70 individuals.  These options 

ensure that all our beloved 
dead can be included in this 
unique community of prayer 
and worship.
Living Waters Columbari-

um is now pleased to extend 
a pre-construction purchase 
opportunity to all members 
of the Archdiocese of Win-
nipeg. 
Please visit our website at 

www.livingwaterswpg.ca or 

call 475-7577 to set up an 
appointment.
Living well also involves 

dying well; pre-need plan-
ning brings the dignity of 
life and death into one.

Contributed by  
Monique Gauthier
Living Waters  
Columbarium

Archbishop James Weis-
gerber is pleased to 

announce the following 
changes in personnel in the 
Archdiocese of Winnipeg ef-
fective July 1, 2009. 
In making these changes 

the archbishop expressed his 
gratitiude “to those priests, 
who are moving, for their 
generous spirit and willing 
cooperation.”
Reverend Patrick Mo-

rand, retires from office as 
Pastor of St. Vital Parish, 
Winnipeg. Father Morand 
has served the Archdiocese 
for over 49 years. For the past 
31 years he has served as Pas-
tor of St. Vital Parish in Win-
nipeg. In recognition of his 
contribution to the parish and 
to the school, Father Morand 
is named Pastor Emeritus of 
St. Vital Parish.

Personnel 
changes  

in the
Archdiocese 

Pope Benedict XVI 
welcomed a delega-

tion of Canadian First 
Nations people to the Vat-
ican April 29 to express 
his sorrow, and that of 
church leaders, for abus-
es suffered by aboriginal 
children in Canadian resi-
dential schools. 
The delegation included 

Assembly of First Nations 
National Chief Phil Fon-
taine, Archbishop  James 
Weisgerber, president of 
the Canadian Conference 
of Catholic Bishops, rep-
resentatives of a number 
of Catholic dioceses and 
religious communities 
and former students of 
residential schools and 
First Nations elders.
“Given the sufferings 

that some indigenous 
children experienced in 
the Canadian residential 
school system, the Holy 
Father expressed his sor-
row at the anguish caused 
by the deplorable conduct 
of some members of the 
church and he offered his 

sympathy and prayerful 
solidarity,” a statement 
from the Vatican said.
“His Holiness emphasized 
that acts of abuse cannot 
be tolerated in society. He 

prayed that all those af-
fected would experience 
healing and encouraged 
First Nations Peoples to 
continue to move forward 
with renewed hope,” the 

statement added.
In May a Friendship 

Banquet was held in Win-
nipeg celebrating ‘Re-
turning to Spirit’ a pro-
gram  developed by First 

Nations and non-first na-
tions people to help First 
Nations people heal and 
reconcile the leagcy of 
their residential schools 
experiences.

Schematic design images depict the future columbarium to 
be located within St. Gianna’s Church in southwest Winnipeg. 
The  design features over 4000 burial niches, 432 memorial nich-
es and 10 family chapels. 

Pope expresses sorrow to First Nations people

Assembly of  First Nations National Chief  Phil Fontaine and Archbishop James Weisgerber, presi-
dent of  the Canadian Conference of  Catholic Bishops, meet with Pope Benedict XVI April 29. 

Continued on page 3
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Mark your 
calendar!  

Archdiocese  
of Winnipeg

sponsors
YouthLeader 

2009 
August 17- 21

St. Benedict’s  
Retreat and  

Conference Centre 
(Winnipeg)
Information  

and registration  
are now 

available at 
www.archwinnipeg.
ca/youthleader.php
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Personnel changes in the Archdiocese continued from page 1 

Reverend Terance Mc-
Grath, retires from office 
as Pastor of St. Charles’ 
Parish, Winnipeg. Since 
his arrival in the Archdio-
cese in 1972 Father Mc-
Grath has served various 
parishes. We are grateful 
for his ministry.
Reverend Monsignor 

Maurice Comeault, be-
comes Pastor of Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help Parish 
in Winnipeg.
Reverend Paul Tingue-

ly becomes Pastor of St. 
Charles Parish in Winni-
peg. 
Reverend Barry 

Schoonbaert, becomes 
Pastor of St. Vital Parish 
in Winnipeg.
Reverend Jose Cabral, 

becomes Pastor of Sacred 
Heart Parish in Roblin, 
Ste-Claire’s Parish in San 
Clara, Guardian Angels’ 
Church in Gilbert Plains 
and St. Margaret’s Church 
in Grandview. 
Reverend Gerald Lan-

gevin, becomes Pastor of 
Blessed John XXIII Par-
ish in Winnipeg.
Reverend Michael Raj 

Savarimuthu, becomes 
Pastor of Christ the King 
Parish, Stonewall, St. 
Joseph’s Parish, Stony 
Mountain and St. John Vi-
anney Church, Teulon.
Reverend Vincent de 

Paul Tchaoule, becomes 
Pastor of Ste-Rose de-
Lima Parish in Ste-Rose-

du-Lac, Paroisse Notre-
Dame-des Victories in 
Laurier and Our Lady of 
the Nativity Parish in Mc-
Creary. 
Reverend Paul Bis-

son, becomes Pastor of 
Immaculate Conception 
Parish, Fisher Branch, St. 
Philip Neri Parish, Ar-
borg and Holy Cross Par-
ish, Ashern.
Reverend James de-

Beer, becomes Pastor 
of St. Jude’s Parish, Er-
ickson, Sacred Heart 
Church, Elphinstone and 
St. Alphonsus’ Church, 
Minnedosa.
Reverend Michel 

Nault, is named Pastor 
of St. Lazare Parish in St. 
Lazare, St. Mary’s Parish 
in Birtle and St. Helen’s 
Church in Shoal Lake, for 
a further three year term.
Reverend Stan Gacek, 

is named Pastor of St. An-
thony of Padua Parish in 
Winnipeg and Our Lady 
of Lourdes Parish, Winni-
peg, for a further three year 
term.
Upon Presentation by their 

Superior: Reverend Ma-

ria Sebastian Susairaj, 
becomes Pastor of Blessed 
Kateri Tekakwitha Parish in 
Winnipeg. Reverend Roy 
George Vazhaplankudiy-
il, Parochial Administrator 
of Our Lady of the Angels’ 
Parish in Amaranth, Our 
Lady of Guadalupe Parish 
in Sandy Bay and Assump-

tion of Our Lady Church, 
Alonsa, is named Pastor of 
these same Parishes for a 
further three year term. 
“We are anticipating the ar-

rival of a number of priests 
into the Archdiocese,” the 
archbishop added. 
“In due course, provision 

will be made for a Pas-

tor at Our Lady of Seven 
Sorrows Parish, Camper-
ville (St. Thomas Aquinas, 
Duck Bay and Sts. Peter 
and Paul, Pine River) and 
for Parochial Vicars at St. 
Augustine’s Parish in Bran-
don and in Winnipeg at St. 
Peter’s Parish and Blessed 
Kateri Tekakwitha Parish.”
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New member of the  
Archdiocesan Pastoral Council 

I am involved in a number of 
activities at my parish, St. 

John Brebeuf and at St. Paul’s 
College at the University of 
Manitoba. I enjoy teaching 
and preparing material for our 
Confirmation and Catechesis 
program and am a member 
emeritus of the Parish Pastoral 
Council. When it is the par-
ish’s responsibility to provide 
food at Immaculate Concep-
tion Drop-In Centre, I assist 
in its distribution and I am a 
newly recruited member of the 
Knights of Columbus #1107. I 
often read the Word at Mass at 
Brebeuf and St. Paul’s College 
and I am learning how to serve 
the Extraordinary Form of the 
Roman Rite according to the 

missal of Blessed John XXIII 
per Summorum Pontificum.
I attended St. John Brebeuf 

Elementary School, graduated 
with the Father Director’s Gold 
Medal from St. Paul’s High 
School, and am a member of 
St. Paul’s College concluding 
undergraduate studies in phys-
ics. I am aspiring to become a 
medical doctor.

Michael Willcock 
St. John Brebeuf Church

Winnipeg

Fr. Brian Massie S.J. 1943-2009

Rev. Fr. Brian Massie S.J. 
was celebrated as “a great 

pastor and a great servant of 
God” during Massie’s funeral 
mass presided by Archbishop 
James Weisgerber May 8. 
Massie  died May 3 at age 66 

following a lengthy struggle 
with pneumonia.
The mass was celebrated 

at St. Ignatius Parish where 
Massie was pastor from 2001 
to 2008. He retired last year 
and was serving as a parochial 
vicar at St. Ignatius. 
Massie was also religious 

superior of the Winnipeg Je-
suit Community. Winnipeg’s 
Jesuits fathers and many arch-
diocesan priests concelebrated 
the mass.
In his homily, Fr. Robert Fo-

liot S.J, a past pastor at St. Ig-
natius, said Massie became a 
priest “to say something about 
God to the world, that Jesus is 
Lord.”
Foliot said Massie would tell 

those searching for God “you 
won’t find Him in the cathe-
dral as easily as you will in the 
messiness of your own life.”
“When Brian celebrated the 

eucharist it was not rote or rou-
tine,” Foliot said. “His hands 
trembled as he said the phrase 
‘would you do this in memory 
of me?’ ”
Foliot said Massie believed 

the gospel carried “a necessary 
element of justice. The gospel 
makes no sense without justice 
and that’s what he preached.”
Massie was remembered 

for his gift of oratory, and his 
humour. Foliot said Massie 
requested of his Jesuit broth-
ers the week before his death 
“take the ventilator off and let 
me go.  And cancel my trip to 
Florida.”

Foliot said the day Massie 
died was a good day “for now 
you can breathe, and live and 
move and have your being 
with Jesus who is Lord.” Fo-
liot also said it was a good day 
for everyone “if we use our 
talent to say something about 
God.”
Massie was in his 49th year 

as a Jesuit, and his 37th year as 
a priest. He was born March 
21, 1943 in Toronto, the son 
of James C. Massie and Helen 
Turner and he had five broth-
ers.
In his ministry as a Jesuit 

priest, he was the founding 
director of Camp Ekon in 
Muskoka, a teacher at Brebeuf 
College School in Willowdale, 
Ont., a pastor at St. Andrew’s 
Church in Thunder Bay, a pas-
tor at St. Peter Claver Church 
in Kingston, Jamaica, where 
he was also chaplain to pris-
oners on death row, and a pas-
tor at Our Lady of Lourdes 
Church in Toronto.
Fr. Massie was buried in 

Winnipeg’s St. Mary’s Cem-
etery. A memorial mass was  
celebrated May 26 at Our 
Lady of Lourdes Church in 
Toronto.

Rev. Fr. Brian Massie S.J.
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The Winnipeg Diocesan 
CWL Council held its 

88th annual convention 
April 17 and 18 at Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help Parish 
in Winnipeg with Arch-
bishop James Weisgerber, 
Diocesan Spiritual Advi-
sor Fr. Barry Schoonbaert 
and parish council spiritual 
advisors concelebrating the 
opening mass. 
The archbishop spoke on 

the CWL’s new national 
theme, Women of Peace 
and Hope. The archbishop 
focused on hope as an ex-
pectation of love relating 
to the octave of Easter and 
God’s unconditional love 
for us. 
At the opening banquet, 

Jeanne Tinsley, charter 
member of St. James-As-
siniboia Council, received 
a Life Membership in the 

National Council in recog-
nition of her dedication and 
commitment to the league 
and her service in various 
roles of leadership.
Angelita Maduro, St. 

Mary’s Cathedral Council, 
received the Bellelle Guerin 
Award for outstanding dedi-
cation to the league and her 
parish community.
One hundred and thirty-

seven delegates attended the 
business session where they 
heard from guest speaker 
Sr. Leslie Sacouman SNJM, 
founder of the House of 
Peace, as she described her 
dream to provide a haven 
for women in transition.
During the business ses-

sion three resolutions were 
reviewed and passed and 
will be forwarded to the 
Manitoba Provincial Coun-

cil for consideration at its 
61st annual convention in 
June.
The resolutions are:
A Strategy to Combat Hu-

man Trafficking, urging 
the Manitoba government 
to implement new ad cam-
paigns to educate Manito-

bans on the dangers of hu-
man trafficking.
Funding for Fetal Alcohol 

Spectrum Disorder diag-
nostic clinics, encouraging 
the Manitoba provincial 
government to expand diag-
nostic screening capabilities 
and to establish equitable 

access to diagnostic clinics.
Postpartum Depression 

Awareness, encouraging 
members to be informed 
about this form of mood 
disorder and symptoms in 
its earliest stages and to seek 
appropriate intervention.
A new Winnipeg diocesan 

CWL executive was elected 
for a two-year term. Rev. 
Barry Schoonbaert remains 
as spiritual advisor, Mary-
Margaret Patterson was 
elected president and Janet 
Brunger is president-elect.   
Contributed by 
Ann McMurdie

Winnipeg Diocesan CWL  
Annual Convention

Jeanne Tinsley, centre, receives a CWL National 
Council Life Membership from Helen Patterson, 
left, and Ann McMurdie.

Priests retreat
‘Discipleship  
a co-mission’
The presbyters of the 

Archdiocese gathered 
together the first week of 
May for their annual retreat 
at the Wilderness Edge re-
treat centre in Pinawa. 
This year, the retreat was 

facilitated by Fr. Anthony 
Gittins, a priest of the Con-
gregation of the Holy Ghost 
Fathers. 
In addition to his theo-

logical training, his experi-
ences of ministry in cultures 
from Africa to the Pacific 
as well as his current min-
istry with Chicago’s dis-
enfranchised, especially 
homeless women, have af-
forded him an opportunity 
to reflect upon discipleship.  
Engaging in a rich fare of 
Sacred Scripture, Fr. Git-
tins took us on a journey ac-
companying many of Jesus’ 
disciples: the woman at the 
well, the rich man, Barti-
maeus and others. 
He broke open the Word 

for us in a way that made it 
truly alive. From this living 
Word we discovered that 
discipleship is a co-mission: 
that we share in the mission 
of Jesus to proclaim the 
Kingdom of God. 
Such a commission in-

volves an encounter with 
Christ, a disturbance (such 
as a challenge to the rich 
man in Mark 10:17-22), and 
a response on the disciples’ 
part to be sent forth and bear 
fruit. 
Part of living our disciple-

ship means going out of our 
comfort zones, becoming 
companions with one an-
other through table fellow-
ship, even with those with 
whom we are reluctant to 
break bread, and by wash-
ing one another’s feet. 
The cost of such disciple-

ship is not less than every-
thing but the reward is the 
fullness of life for all in 
God’s kingdom.

Contributed by
Fr. James de Beer

Special guest at the retreat was Chicago-based Fr. 
Anthony Gittins, a priest of  the Congregation of  the 
Holy Ghost Fathers. 

Angelita Maduro, left, St. Mary’s Cathedral Coun-
cil, received the Bellelle Guerin Award presented 
by Mary-Margaret Patterson.

At right, Deacon 
Conrad Plante, 
Coordinator of  

the Westman First 
Nations Project, 
presides at the 

baptism of   
Suzette Bone and 

her sons Colby 
and Dwayne with 
dad Dwayne Moar 

assisting. The 
family is from the 
Keeseekoowenin 
First Nation and 

the baptisms took 
place at Sacred 
Heart Church in  
Elphinstone in 
June. Deacon 

Plante also had  
the honour of   
presiding at  
the couple’s  
nuptials in  

October 2008. 

A family is baptized

Youth of St. Augustine mark Lent and Easter with special events 
The THINKfast Chal-

lenge in Saint Augus-
tine of Canterbury Parish in 
Brandon was held April 3 
and 4 for 25 hours. 
The group had varied ac-

tivities, each activity focus-
ing on the issue of poverty 
in the world and in their 
own community. 
Highlights of the event 

were performing volunteer 
work in Samaritan House, 
packing hampers for the 
poor with Saint Vincent de 
Paul Society of Brandon 
and witnessing a talk about 
Uganda with our guest 
speaker, Linda Chegwin, a 
local parishioner who went 
on a mission trip to Uganda 

for three months in the fall 
of 2008. 
Fr. Dominic Yuen, cel-

ebrated mass and spoke to 

us about how the Catholic 
Church is supporting the 
presence of missionary ac-
tivity in the world. 

A guided Holy Hour was 
led by Father Joseph Choji 
who shared stories of mira-
cles that happened because 

of the real presence of Christ 
in the Eucharist. Deacon 
John MacKenzie celebrat-
ed our closing liturgy and 

commissioning, and com-
mended the participants and 
volunteers for their sacrifice 
and expression of solidarity 
towards their poor brothers 
and sisters in our commu-
nity and our world.
On Good Friday night, 

youth from Saint Augus-
tine’s helped relive the 
Easter story by leading the 
parish community with re-
flective song and prayer and 
a live reenactment of the 
Stations of the Cross and a 
portrayal of Jesus’ Passion.

Contributed by
Sr. Maybelle dela Cruz, 
M.A.C.E. 
Photos by Ken de Roo

Linda Chegwin talks to the THINKfast participants 
about her experiences in Uganda.

Cary Johnson portrays Jesus in a reenactment of  the 
Stations of  the Cross and the Passion of  Christ.
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The Archdiocese of Winnipeg presents  Fr. Robert Barron
Father Barron is a sought-after speaker on the spiritual life and one of the world’s most innovative 

teachers of Catholicism. His global media ministry called Word on Fire has a simple but  
revolutionary mission — to evangelize the culture.  See his website: www.wordonfire.org

Returning to Spirit, the 
workshop series created 

to help Canada’s First Nations 
people heal and reconcile the 
legacy of their experiences 
in residential schools was 
celebrated with a Friendship 
Banquet in Winnipeg May 8.
“It was time to get together 

and have a celebration of 
what has transpired and to 
recognize the leaders and 
the development of the pro-
gram,” said Elvier Brunel, 
one of the event’s organizers 
and a trainer in the three-part 
Returning to Spirit (RTS) 
workshop program.
The evening, hosted by RTS 

trainer and Native Communi-
cations Inc. (NCI) announcer 
Dennis Chartrand and CBC-
TV Manitoba reporter Waub-
geshig Rice featured dinner, 
a silent auction and many 
entertainers.
Comedian Leonard Dyck, 

in his character ‘Moccasin 
Joe’, presented his satirical 
and comedic portrayal of, as 

he calls it, “the stereotypical 
Indian.” Dyck is of Ojibway, 
French and Scottish heritage 
and developed his character 
while working in correc-
tions in Thunder Bay. He 
said his goal is “to make as 
many people laugh as pos-
sible.” Dyck also created the 
‘Healing Through the Spirit 
of Humour and Laughter’ 
workshop which he presents 
at various conferences for a 
range of audiences.
Some of the evening’s en-

tertainers also shared their 
personal stories.
Wally Awasis of Vancou-

ver formed the Arrows to 
Freedom Drum and Dance 
Society as a vehicle for cul-
tural healing with his brothers 
Kenny, Dale and Duncan .
In 1985, Wally, an Indian 

residential school survivor, 
was addicted to alcohol and 
drugs and living on Vancou-
ver’s skid row.
He entered the Round Lake 

Treatment Centre near Ver-

non, B.C. where native elders 
introduced him to drumming 
and singing, the sweat lodge, 
pow-wows and the Sun 
Dance. 
“They said ‘you tried ev-

erything else to heal yourself, 
why don’t you try the Indian 
ways?’ ” Awasis said. 
“Returning to Spirit has 

taught me to take life as it 
comes and what will make 
the difference is if I can em-

brace it, the good and the 
bad,” Awasis said.
RTS involves First Nations, 

non-native and religious 
communities. The groups 
complete a similar workshop, 
though separately, in Part I 
and Part II. 
Part I is a 5-day intensive 

workshop with First Nations 
only. Part II is a 5-day inten-
sive workshop with the reli-
gious communities and non-

First Nations individuals.
Part III involves both 

groups separately complet-
ing a two-day workshop 
based on communication 
and preparing them for a 
‘coming together.’ Then 
both groups come together 
for a three-day workshop 
for communication and 
completion.
The first RTS was held in 

2001 in the Roman Catho-
lic diocese of Mackenzie-
Fort Smith headquartered  
in Yellowknife, NWT 
Since then, according to its 

website, Returning to Spirit 
became “a non-profit organi-
zation that designs and deliv-
ers workshops and training 
programs for reconciliation 
within the context of residen-
tial school issues that have 
negatively impacted First 
Nations people, religious 
communities and Canadian 
society in general.” 
Over the last eight years doz-

ens of workshops have been 

held across Western Canada 
and there are now RTS offices 
in Winnipeg and Calgary. 
The government of Canada 

started residential schools in 
the 1920s to assimilate ab-
originals into white society. 
The government enlisted the 
help of churches to admin-
ister the schools. Aboriginal 
children between the ages of 
seven and 15 were taken from 
their homes and families to 
be placed in the schools. In 
the 1930s there were 80 resi-
dential schools in operation. 
In 1979 there were still 12  
schools with 1,899 students. 
In the 1980s residential 

school students began dis-
closing sexual and other 
forms of abuse. Through the 
residential schools, aborigi-
nal people faced injustices 
affecting residential school 
survivors and future genera-
tions,

Contributed by
James Buchok

Friendship Banquet celebrates Returning to Spirit

Elvier Brunel, centre, a Returning to Spirit workshop trainer, 
carries the RTS shield during opening ceremonies at the RTS 
Friendship Banquet in Winnipeg May 8.

Winnipeg’s St. Mary’s 
Cathedral became the 

site of a unique Habitat for 
Humanity project during the 
month of May when a new 
home was built for a city fam-
ily right on the grounds of 
the century-old cathedral and 
within view of Habitat’s na-
tional conference being held 
across the street at a down-
town hotel.
The 900 sq. ft. home, built 

on a massive wheeled trailer, 
was moved to its permanent 
site in Winnipeg’s North End 
on May 25.
Delta Hotels & Resorts has 

a national partnership with 
Habitat for Humanity and the 
Delta Winnipeg was the site of 
the conference May 21-23.
“The Winnipeg chapter and 

ourselves decided we have to 
do something really special,” 
said Delta Winnipeg general 
manager Helen Halliday.
Habitat for Humanity Win-

nipeg’s CEO Sandy Hopkins 
approached St. Mary’s rector 
Rev. Michael Koryluk with 
the idea “and he immedi-
ately said ‘yes let’s do it’ and 
they’ve been a wonderful part-
ner,” said Hopkins.
Rev. Koryluk said he had 

no hesitation and parishioners 
have been delighted with the 
project. The cathedral’s Holy 
Thursday collection was do-
nated toward the new home, 
which, like all Habitat proj-
ects, was built entirely by vol-
unteers.
“This event is very different 

for us,” said Koryluk. “We can 
truly make a difference in our 
community through prayer and 
other contributions; whether 
monetary or making food for 
the volunteers.”
Koryluk provided some 

background to the story re-
lating that the mother of the 
woman who will live in the 
house with her husband and 
children was married at St. 
Mary’s and the woman herself 
was baptized there.
“It’s a huge blessing to finally 

have our own home,” said the 
woman whose name is kept 
anonymous under Habitat 
policy. “Habitat is like a big 
family,” she said. “They are 

amazing. The creator has our 
path planned and it’s just all 
coming together.” 
 Since 1976, Habitat for Hu-

manity International has built 
over 300,000 homes in 100 
countries. Habitat for Hu-
manity Winnipeg, founded in 
1987, has built more than 160 
homes.
Habitat for Humanity part-

ners with families who are 
ready for the responsibility 
and challenges of homeown-
ership, but would not qualify 
for a traditional mortgage. The 
selection of families is based 
on three principles: need, abil-
ity to pay, and willingness to 
partner including being willing 
to complete volunteer work.  
Prior to house possession a 

two parent family must pro-
vide 500 hours of volunteer 
work and a one parent family 
must volunteer 350 hours.
 

Contributed by
James Buchok

Rev. Michael Koryluk with Habitat for Humanity  
Winnipeg’s latest home-building project.

St. Mary’s 
hosts 

home for 
‘Habitat’

A joint celebration on May 
20th of Lutheran and 

Catholics was held to celebrate 
the 10th Anniversary of the 
Signing of the Joint Declara-
tion on the Doctrine of Justifi-
cation (JDDJ).
The celebration began in the 

morning with a study day at 
St. Boniface Cathedral which 
gathered nearly 100 partici-
pants – Catholic clergy from 
three archdioceses and ros-
tered personnel (ordained and 
diaconal ministers) of the local 
synod of the Evangelical Lu-
theran Church in Canada (EL-
CIC).  In the evening, the 10th 
anniversary celebration con-
tinued with a “Joint Witness 
to the Gospel in Prayer and 
Song” at St. Mark’s Lutheran 
Church.  Hymns common to 
both Lutherans and Catholics 
set the prayerful framework 
for a keynote presentation by 
Dr. Margaret O’Gara, profes-
sor of theology at the Faculty 
of Theology in the University 

of St. Michael’s College at the 
University of Toronto.  Dr. 
O’Gara has participated in Lu-
theran-Catholic dialogue at the 
international level as a member 
of the Lutheran-Roman Catho-
lic International Commission 
on Unity.
Responding to personal sto-

ries and testimonials of a three-
member panel in the early 
afternoon, Dr. O’Gara noted 
that each of the testimonies 
shared highlighted the grace of 
God and the unexpectedness 
of God’s call.  O’Gara posed 
two questions for participants 
to discuss in small groups:  1) 
Where do I find God’s grace 
most surprising or unexpected? 
2) Where do I hear the Gospel 
preached from the other church 
and what gift do I receive from 
the other’s preaching?
Commenting on international 

perspectives,  Archbishop 
James Weisgerber noted that he 
was in Rome at the time that the 
JDDJ was signed in Augsburg.  

He remembered hearing Pope 
John Paul II speak of its im-
portance.  Weisgerber said the 
JDDJ is a real invitation for the 
faithful to understand what the 
doctrine of justification means.  
The Archbishop spoke for ex-
ample of his participation in a 
meeting of C.E.L.A.M. (Latin 
American Episcopal Confer-
ence) held in Aparecida, Brazil 
(2007).  The conference’s dual 
emphasis was on discipleship 
and missionary commitment.  
As he heard at the meeting in 
Brazil, the Archbishop remind-
ed study day participants that 
“we are all disciples of Jesus 
Christ and we are all mission-
aries.” 
Rev. Dr. Luis Melo, s.m., in 

placing the evening gathering 
into context explained it was an 
evening looking back, but also 
looking forward to a church 
undivided.  
Contributed by 
Rev. Robert Polz
and Terri Scott

Above are  participating bishops, speakers and planning team of  the 10th Anniver-
sary of  the Signing of  the Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of  Justification.

10th anniversary of Joint Doctrine 

Wed. Sept. 30 1:30 p.m.
Blessed John XXIII Church

‘Why it makes sense  
to believe in God’

Wed. Sept. 30 7:30 p.m.
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church 

‘Role of the baptized  
in the transformation of society’

Thurs. Oct. 1, 7 p.m.
St. Dominic’s Church, Neepawa
‘Who is Jesus Christ and how do 

we find life in Him?’ 
Watch for further details on the Archdiocese of Winnipeg website www.archwinnipeg.ca
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Office of Youth and Young Adult Ministry:
A year in review

What a wonderful year it 
has been!  Many won-

derful events for youth and 
young adults in the Archdio-
cese of Winnipeg have taken 
place.
In January, a program en-

titled Theology on Tap began 
in the Archdiocese.  
This program is designed 

for young adults in their 20s 
and 30s to meet others and 
discuss their faith in an open 
environment.  One young 
adult’s comment about The-
ology on Tap was that it is an 
“enriching experience – the-
ology + fellowship = awe-
some.”  
The program has been suc-

cessful and will continue 
to be offered in the fall for 
young adults.
During the month of March 

and April, various youth par-
ticipated in ThinkFAST at 
their parishes to raise money 
for Development and Peace 
and build awareness around 
social justice.   Each of these 
groups spent 25 hours fasting 
and being in solidarity with 
those who do not have basic 
daily essentials.  
Throughout the year Arch-

diocesan Youth Gatherings 
have also taken place, bring-
ing  youth together to social-
ize and grow in faith.  Next 
year various parishes will be 

taking on the hosting of these 
events.  We look forward to 
the continued success of this 
program and the opportunity 
it gives youth to build com-
munity.
In August youth will par-

ticipate in the YouthLeader 
program taking place at St. 
Benedict’s Retreat and Con-
ference Centre.  
The YouthLeader program 

has been offered in our dio-
cese for three years and con-
tinues to help foster leader-
ship skills.  
As another year ends and 

a new one is about to begin, 
many wonderful plans are 
underway.  Familiar pro-
grams will continue to be 
offered in parishes and in the 
Archdiocese.  
One new upcoming event is 

the planning for WYD 2011 

in Madrid, Spain.  An infor-
mation session is scheduled 
for October 21st, 2009 at 
Blessed John XXIII Parish in 
Winnipeg and October 22nd, 
2009 at St. Augustine Can-
terbury Parish in Brandon.  
Both meetings will begin at 
7:00pm.   
All those interested are 

encouraged to attend.  Par-
ticipants must be born on or 
before 1992 to attend WYD 
2011.
Mark your calendars or cut 

out the Calendar of Events 
located here as you do not 
want to miss the exciting 
and rewarding opportunities 
available.

Contributed by  
Elisabeth Duggan
Director of Youth Ministry

The Rise Up New Year’s conference and celebration will bring 500 young 
adults from across Canada to Winnipeg  Dec. 28 to Jan. 1.

Rise Up is coming to Win-
nipeg in 2009! 

Rise Up is a dynamic New 
Year’s conference hosted by 
Catholic Christian Outreach 
(CCO), which offers a unique 
opportunity to meet and grow 
closer to Jesus with other Catho-
lic young adults from across the 
country.  And these are not just 
ordinary young adults . . . they 
are outgoing and energetic, they 
are on fire for their faith, they’re 
traveling here from all over 
Canada, and over 500 of them 
will be coming to Winnipeg.
Four years ago, I was invited to 

attend a Rise Up conference in 
Vancouver and, since then, my 
life has been forever changed.  
I’ve been fortunate to attend 
Rise Up in each of the following 
years, and in that time I’ve had 
the opportunity to hear amaz-
ing speakers from as far away 
as the Vatican, meet the aunt of 
a saint, be part of a Eucharistic 
procession through the streets 
of old Quebec, ring in the new 
year singing praise and worship 
with hundreds of young people, 
and even respond to the call to 
be part of a mission to Austra-
lia to share my faith with other 

young people.  
But in spite of all these great 

experiences that have come 
through attending Rise Up, I 
think what is most important is 
that I’ve grown deeper in my 
relationship with Christ, and 
I’ve been given the tools and 
inspiration to share it with oth-
ers.  And that is why I’m excited 
about the great opportunity that 
Manitoba has in hosting Rise 
Up this winter.  
This is an opportunity for 

young adults from all across 
the province to gather together 
as part of a national community 
of young Catholics, to refocus 
their lives on Christ, and to share 
their faith with others.  
Last year at Rise Up, we were 

challenged to commit to bring-
ing one other person in our lives 
to Christ through a personal in-
vitation.  
Having already been given 

many tools and hearing inspir-
ing testimonies throughout the 
conference, we were invited 
to make a sign of our commit-
ment to bring Christ to another 
by lighting a candle with that 
person’s name on it.  By the end 
of the night, the entire table was 

filled with candles . . . each rep-
resenting a soul who would be 
invited into a life with Christ. 
Imagine hundreds of young 

Catholics being inspired and 
committed to go out and share 
their faith, strengthened and 
supported by a community 
of other young Catholics that 
reaches across the country.  
I have witnessed it, and I truly 

believe that this Rise Up confer-
ence in Winnipeg has the ability 
to make a permanent impact on 
the Catholic Church in Mani-
toba.  
I would like to invite and en-

courage young adults from 
across the province to take this 
opportunity to be a part of it.  
It will be one of the best New 

Year celebrations you will ever 
experience, and it might even 
change your life.
Rise Up will take place from 

December 28 to January 1 at 
the Delta Hotel in Winnipeg.  
If you’d like more information 
about Rise Up, please email 
riseupwinnipeg@gmail.com

Contributed by 
Ed Bohncke

Rise Up:  A life changing experience 

Archbishop James Weisgerber spoke at the Theology 
on Tap evening in April.

Youth and Young Adult Ministry 
Calendar of  Events

September 2009
12 Discovering Youth Ministry Workshop, 10:00am to 3:00pm at Winnipeg, Location 
TBA
17 Theology on Tap, 6:30pm to 8:30pm at Triple B’s Restaurant, 121 Scurfield Blvd.
18-20 WCACYM Retreat Edmonton
19 Archdiocese of  St. Boniface JOLT, 8pm at St. Mary’s Church, 29 Des Meurons St.
26 Discovering Youth Ministry Workshop, 10:00am to 3:00pm at Interlake Location 
TBA
26 Archdiocesan Youth Gathering, 6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m., St. Peter’s Church, 748 Keewatin St. 
30 Fr. Robert Barron, Catholic Evangelists and Word on Fire website, 7:30 p.m. at Our 
Lady of  Perpetual Help Parish, 4588 Roblin Blvd.
TBA Winnipeg CCO Social 

October 2009
3 Corn Maze Adventure
7 “Faith Filled Programs on a Shoe-String Budget,” 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at St. Boni-
face Catholic Centre, 622 Tache Ave.
15 Theology on Tap, 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at Triple B’s Restaurant, 121 Scurfield Blvd.
17 Archdiocese of  St. Boniface JOLT, 8 p.m. at St. Mary’s Church, 29 Des Meurons St.
21 WYD 2011 Information Meeting, 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at Blessed John XXIII, Win-
nipeg
22 WYD 2011 Information Meeting, 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at St. Augustine of  Canter-
bury, Brandon

November 2009
7 Fully Integrated ~ Youth Ministry and the Parish Community Workshop, 10:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m. at Parkland Location TBA
9 Youth Leaders/Coordinators General Meeting, 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at the Catholic 
Centre, 1495 Pembina Highway
14 Fully Integrated ~ Youth Ministry and the Parish Community Workshop, 10:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. at Winnipeg Location TBA
19 Theology on Tap, 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at Triple B’s Restaurant, 121 Scurfield Blvd.
21 Fully Integrated ~ Youth Ministry and the Parish Community Workshop, 10:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. at Interlake Location TBA
21 Archdiocese of  St. Boniface JOLT, 8 p.m. at St. Mary’s Church, 29 Des Meurons St.
TBA Archdiocesan Youth Gathering

December 2009
2 “Creating Prayerful and Worshipful Youth Ministry Services,” 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
at Faith Lutheran Church, 1311 Dakota St.
19 Archdiocese of  St. Boniface JOLT, 8 p.m. at St. Mary’s Church, 29 Des Meurons St.
28-31 CCO Rise Up Conference at the Delta Winnipeg Hotel

January, 2010
1 CCO Rise Up Conference at the Delta Winnipeg Hotel
14-17 WCACYM Annual Gathering, North Retreat Centre, St. Albert, Alberta
16 Archdiocese of  St. Boniface JOLT, 8 p.m. at St. Mary’s Church, 29 Des Meurons St.
22-24 CCYMN National Conference, Delta Prince Edward, Charlottetown, PEI
28 Theology on Tap, 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at Triple B’s Restaurant, 121 Scurfield Blvd.

February 2010
3 ‘Ministry Beyond Pizza and Bowling – The Serving Church’ 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at St. 
George’s Anglican Church, 321 Pandora Ave. East
6 Faith in the 21st Century ~ Making Faith Relevant Today Workshop, 10:00 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at Winnipeg Location TBA
16 40-50-20-10 Event Begins
20 Faith in the 21st Century ~ Making Faith Relevant Today Workshop, 10:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m. at Interlake Location TBA
20 Archdiocese of  St. Boniface JOLT, 8 p.m. at St. Mary’s Church, 29  Des Meurons 
St.
25 Theology on Tap, 6:30pm to 8:30pm at Triple B’s Restaurant, 121 Scurfield Blvd.
27 Faith in the 21st Century ~ Making Faith Relevant Today Workshop,  10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at Westman Location TBA
TBA Archdiocesan Youth Gathering

March 2010
8 Youth Leaders/Coordinators General Meeting, 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the  Catholic Cen-
tre, 1495 Pembina Highway
18 Theology on Tap, 6:30pm to 8:30pm at Triple B’s Restaurant 121 Scurfield Blvd.
20 Archdiocese of  St. Boniface JOLT, 8 p.m. at St. Mary’s Church, 29 Des Meurons St.
TBA ThinkFAST 2010   

April 2010
2 Public Way of  the Cross, Holy Ghost Parish, 341 Selkirk Avenue
7 Youth Ministers Banquet, 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. at Charleswood United Church, 4820 
Roblin Blvd.
15 Theology on Tap, 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at Triple B’s Restaurant, 121 Scurfield 
Blvd.
17 Archdiocese of  St. Boniface JOLT, 8 p.m. at St. Mary’s Church, 29 DesMeurons 
Street

May 2010
5 WYD 2011 Registration Meeting, 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at location TBA
6 WYD 2011 Registration Meeting, 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at location TBA
15 Archdiocese of  St. Boniface JOLT, 8 p.m. at St. Mary’s Church, 29 Des Meurons St.
20 Theology on Tap, 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at Triple B’s Restaurant, 121 Scurfield Blvd.
23 40-50-20-10 Events Ends
TBA Grade 7-9 Youth Rally
TBA Archdiocesan Youth Gathering

June 2010
14 Youth Leaders/Coordinators Year End Social
19 Archdiocese of  St. Boniface JOLT, 8 p.m. at St. Mary’s Church, 29 Des Meurons St.

July 2010
5-11 Paddle 2010

August 2010
TBA YouthLeader at St. Benedict’s Retreat and Conference Centre
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Winnipeg documentary  
takes view that health care 

is failing the mentally ill

Manitoba’s Inconvenient Truth

There are a lot of different ways to tell the story of 
hydro development in Manitoba, and any way you 

tell it, there are a lot of people’s livelihoods on the line, 
so no recounting of it is safe. 
Listening to that story carefully in the North, and shar-
ing that story honestly in the South is the mission of the 
Interfaith Taskforce on Northern Hydro Development. 
In the 1960s and 70s, Manitoba Hydro set out to dam 
and divert the province’s mighty rivers and lakes to 
tap the hydroelectric potential of the Churchill-Nelson 
River watershed, which drains 25 per cent of the water 
off the North American continent. Projects such as the 
Churchill River Diversion and Lake Winnipeg Regula-
tion were heralded as marvels of engineering. 
But, along with the Southbound megawatts, these 

projects generated “an ecological, social and moral 
catastrophe,” according to a 1999 interchurch inquiry. 
Even after the initial shock to local culture and ecology 
brought on by the radical reconfiguration of the  land-
scape, continuous, erosive impacts remain. 
Along miles of northern shorelines, acres of boreal 

forest soil still fall into the lakes and rivers every year 
due to hydro flooding. The muddy, debris-littered, and 
constantly fluctuating waters are a detriment to all 
kinds of aquatic species and to the fishing, hunting and 
trapping economy that sustained local people along 
these waterways for millenia. 
One resident of South Indian Lake said: “Because we 

can’t share as we should, because we can’t eat as we 
should, we are losing our identity. We don’t know any 
longer who we are, and why we are on earth.”
Hydro continues to believe that what is good for Hy-

dro can also be good for Northern communities. Our 
sense is that there is a degree of both convenience 
and sincerity in this belief. On a recent trip, we met  
aboriginal community leaders who are entering into 
business partnerships with Manitoba Hydro. These re-
lationships are the first in a new era of collaboration 
and mutual benefit Hydro is wanting to usher in, thus 
perhaps especially important to report on.
The challenge faced universally by aboriginal leaders, 

whether they partner with Hydro or not, is how to build 
a decent future for their people out of a very broken 
past. In Northern Manitoba a whole economy, a vast 
eco-system, and a culture intimately tied to the health 
of that eco-system have been seriously disrupted by 
Southern industrial incursions.  
Other than its own public image, Manitoba Hydro 

and the Province of Manitoba have few incentives 
to address the fundamental issues; Hydro can gener-
ate just as many “carbon-neutral” kilowatts with filthy 
water rushing through the turbines as with clean. And 
keeping local people and local cultures thriving on the 
land does nothing to make Manitoba competitive on 
the global market, a driving principle of public policy 
in the province.
In this difficult context, we can hold no judgment 

against any aboriginal leader, whether they adopt a 
“let’s take what we can get” stance towards Hydro, or 
fight them tooth and nail. For our part, we promise to 
tell Manitoba’s inconvenient truth to whoever will hear 
it, and say a prayer whenever we turn on the lights.

Contributed by Marcus Rempel

Micah House is located at  
1039 Main St., Winnipeg 
589-5393

The View from 
outside 

Micah House
As a church we have not 

always been called, 
challenged, nurtured or em-
powered to be a people who 
care significantly about the 
poor and vulnerable
The problem has some-

thing to do with conversion.  
Essentially it’s at the core of 
Gospel teaching:  what is 
it that opens people’s heart 
to recognize their kindred-
ness and to respond to each 
other’s needs with heartfelt 
compassion, generosity and 

care?  A fundamental part 
of Jesus’ ministry is devoted 
to coaxing the heart of his 
listeners to take an interest 
in their marginalized, land-
less and impoverished sis-
ters and brothers.  Metanoia 
or conversion includes the 

recognition of our shared re-
sponsibility.  Compassion is 
one of the names we give to 
such lived responsibility.
Just Faith broadens the 

options available to the 
church or parish interested 
in expanding its social min-

istry efforts.  It challenges 
us to become prophets and 
dedicated servants of God’s 
compassion.  JustFaith in-
vites participation in the 
church’s tradition of care for 
the vulnerable It includes 
Scriptural evidence, histori-
cal witness and Catholic So-
cial Teaching.
Watch for notices in your 

parish bulletin for the next 
opportunity to register for 
JustFaith.
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What is JustFaith?
The intention of JustFaith is to help participants recog-
nize God’s presence in fresh and accurate ways and to 
see the world with eyes wide open. To accomplish this, 
the foundational insights of the Bible and Catholic so-
cial teaching are constantly resourced. In addition, the 
following themes are addressed:
��The intersection of justice and spirituality 
��Voices of the poor 
��The root causes of domestic and international   
 poverty 
��The effects of the global economy 
��The relationship between war/militarism and 
 poverty 
��Consumerism 
��Environmental Concerns 
��Nonviolence 
��Simple lifestyle 
��Racism 
��Church of the Global South 
��Sweatshops 
��Involvement in social ministry 

Just Faith: Caring about the poor and vulnerable

The Winnipeg launch of a 
video depicting the chal-

lenges facing those suffering 
from mental illness was met 
with joy and excitement but 
its message evoked frustra-
tion and anger.
The video, The Way We See 

It, premiered at St. Mary’s 
Academy May 6 during 
Mental Health Week. The 
production was sponsored 
by The Provincial Council 
of Women of Manitoba, Mi-
cah House and Morningside 
Productions.
While the project was cel-

ebrated by 300 people in 
attendance, its words and 
images revealed a health sys-
tem fraught with inconsis-
tency and failure. The video 
told stories of four Manitoba 
families coping with mental 
illnesses such as manic de-
pression and schizophrenia 
and their experiences with 
the health system.   The half-
hour video was followed by 
a panel discussion .
Panelist and mental health 

activist Ruth-Anne Craig 
said it is very difficult for 
sufferers and their families 
to speak out for themselves.

“The film shows us the im-
portance that the role of the 
family plays in getting bet-
ter, ” she said.
Reverend Mary Holmen, 

chaplain at the Selkirk Men-
tal Health Centre in Selkirk, 
Manitoba, said patients 
must be seen not as cases 
but as people to be treated 
with dignity and respect.
John Melnick, a Winni-

peg businessman diagnosed 
with severe depression a 
few years ago, now speaks 
to businesses about mental 
illness. 
“People who live with 

mental illness are not weak, 
they are strong,” Melnick 
said. He also offered his 
bleak view that “the prisons 
have become the holding 
tanks for mental illness.”
Dr. Jeanne Randolph, a 

psychiatrist with 30 years in 
private practice, said she is 
astounded at how rigid the 
thinking and how arrogant 
the position of a caregiver 
can be.
“It takes a village to make 

a major change,” Randolph 
said. “If you think that a 
‘shrink’ or a nurse, or an 

administrator is toxic, get 
someone who you can work 
with.” she said.
Randolph said she has seen 

some colleagues prescribe 
drugs that could cause heart 
disease, obesity and other 
diseases. “It’s sloppy, cook-
book medicine. They’re not 
listening, just checking off,” 
she said.  “It is heart-break-
ing.”
The panellists agreed that 

caregivers had to be outspo-
ken and strong to support 
their ill family members or 
friends.
Sr. Johanna Jonker, coordi-

nator of Micah House, said 

the mentally ill have little 
support.
“Medicines are expensive 

and psychiatrists are getting 
impossible to see,” she said.  
She was grateful to the 

panellists who had the cour-
age to take part in the launch 
of The Way We See It.
 “We should honour that 

courage by taking action 
when we can,” said Jonker.
The Way We See It and sup-

porting guide book will be 
available in June. Visit the 
website at www.thewaywe-
seeit.ca.

Contributed by  
Terri Scott

The Way We See It project spokesperson Bev Good-
win, left,  and Sister Johanna Jonker of Micah House.

Journey to Justice: Step outside your comfort zone

It was 2:00 p.m. when the 
JustFaith group arrived 

at the Madison Memorial 
Lodge on Evanson carry-
ing pails, brooms, cleaning 
rags and food. 
The afternoon 
had been slat-
ed as a “bor-
der crossing’; 
an opportu-
nity for the 
participants 
to move out 
of their own 
comfort zone 
and wait to be 
invited into 
someone else’s.
Madison Lodge is home to 

83 people, many of whom 
have a mental illness but 
who can live independent-
ly with a bit of supervision.  
Tenants had been offered 
help in cleaning their bach-
elor apartments and then to 
enjoy food together in their 
dining room.  

The JustFaith group re-
acted to Madison Lodge 
with shock at some of the 
conditions (holes in bed-
ding, an observed living 

bedbug).  
This was 

offset by 
the sense 
of com-
munity and 
camaraderie 
among resi-
dents.  They 
genuinely 
enjoyed the 
company of 
the visitors 

and thoroughly enjoyed 
the large platters of fruit 
and cookies.  
The horizons of both 

visitors and residents was 
somewhat stretched.  It 
was obvious we shared a 
common humanity, a hu-
manity which Jesus freely 
adopted to raise us all up.

On April 18th , two Just-
Faith groups met at 

Micah House to hear a pre-
sentation on FASD by Car-
ol Robson.  The goal of our 
gathering was to broaden our 
horizons and to react with 
compassion in our world. 
FASD is the acronym for 
Fetal Alcohol Syndrome 
Disorder, one of the most 
severe effects of drink-
ing during pregnancy.  If a 
woman drinks alcohol dur-
ing her pregnancy, her baby 
can be born with a life-long 
and untreatable condition.  
The development of the 
brain in interrupted.  This 
causes both physical and 
mental disability to a degree 
consistent with the amount 
of alcohol imbibed.  
Probably the largest ef-

fect is the that the corpus 
collosum, located between 
the left brain that governs 
logic and the right brain that 
governs impulse, is poorly 

formed and unable to com-
municate efficiently with 
each other.  This results in 
an inability to read social 
cues, poor reasoning and 
judgmental skills, poor at-
tention span and communi-
cation skills, no inhibitions 
and lack of association of 
punishment for bad behav-
iour.
FASD is a permanent con-

dition.
There are many young 

people out on our streets to-
day in trouble with the law 
who have this condition.  
The problem of how to get 
along in society without the 
necessary mental skills has 
to be addressed as is the 
issue of drinking alcohol 
during pregnancy.  FASD is 
100% preventable.  

Contriubted by
Verna Bashuski

The group reacted 
with shock at some 
of the living condi-
tions but this was 
offset by the sense 

of community 
and camaraderie 
among residents. 
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June    
6 10:00 am      Ordination of  Reverend Jeffrey Burwell, S.J. to the   
   Ministerial Priesthood, St. Ignatius Parish, Winnipeg
9    St. Charles School Golf  Tournament
10   noon   Archdiocesan Cemetery Board AGM
   Catholic Centre
12  noon    High School Graduation, Notre Dame High School,   
   Wilcox, Saskatchewan
12 -13    Western Canadian Catholic Stewardship  
   Conference, Regina, Saskatchewan
15    Vancouver: Launch of  Moving Forward Together   
   Campaign
17 -18         CCCB executive meeting, Ottawa
19 7:30 pm      Mass in Honour of  the Sacred Heart    
   Sacred Heart Parish, Virden
20 11:00 am    Archdiocesan Pastoral Council, Carberry
21 11:00 am    25th Anniversary of  St. John Vianney Parish, Teulon
      4:00 pm     Eucharist with the Eritrean Community
   at House of  Peace, Winnipeg
23 5:15     Priests’ Anniversary Celebration,  
        St. John Cantius Parish, Winnipeg

24 9:00 am   Closing Liturgy for the Year of  St. Paul, 
             St. Paul’s High School, Winnipeg
25 6:00 pm   Serra Club BBQ, St. Paul the Apostle Parish, Winnipeg
27 5:00 pm   Parish Feast and Fiesta, St. Peter’s Parish, WInnipeg
28   1:30 pm Parish Feast,  Sts. Peter and Paul Church, Pine River

July 
8 10:30 am   Misericordia Health Centre Golf  Tournament
19 3:00 pm   Polonia Pilgrimage
26 5:00 pm   Swing and a Prayer BBQ, St. Paul the Apostle Parish,  
            Winnipeg
27                   Swing and a Prayer Vocations Golf  Tournament

August 
1 6:15 pm     Eucharist, Stony Mountain Institution,  
            Stony Mountain
8 11:00 am   100th Anniversary of  St. Dominic’s Parish, Neepawa
9 - 20              Philippines: Federation of  Asian Bishops’ 
            Conferences, Manila
22 10:00 am  Eucharist. Missionaries of  Charity
23 10:00 am  100th Anniversary of  St. Lazare Parish, St. Lazare
September   
9                       CCCB executive meeting, Ottawa
19  7:00 pm    Interfath Gathering, Our Lady of  Perpetual Help Parish,  
                     Winnipeg

Dear brothers and 
sisters in Christ,

On April 29, 2009 I 
had the privilege of intro-
ducing to Pope Benedict 
XVI a delegation of for-
mer residents of Indian 
Residential Schools and 
Church people represent-
ing those who managed 
the schools. This was a 
most extraordinary his-
toric event. It symbolized and celebrated the desire for 
reconciliation between Canada’s indigenous peoples and 
the Church. Everyone was struck by the sensitivity, the 
compassion and the simplicity of the Holy Father. He 
spoke compassionately to the Aboriginal people about the 
suffering and pain caused to them and their communities 
by the insensitivity and cultural arrogance of those who 
were trying to help. He spoke of his personal sadness at the 
realization that Church organizations and Church people 
were responsible for much suffering. The Holy Father in 
acknowledging hurts and responsibilities called for recon-
ciliation and a strong movement together to build a better 
future.

This historic meeting creates the possibility of a new 
future for the Church in Manitoba. As an Archdiocese we 
are committed to building a Church of communion and 
communion means relationships. In so many ways the Ab-
original community and the rest of us live as two solitudes, 
side by side. The Pope’s invitation to us is to share our 
lives and our cultures. We need to get to know each other, 
get beyond stereotypes, so that we can build a community 
of disciples which personifies the real culture of Manitoba. 
To do this, all of us must face our fears, our prejudices and 
our uncertainties. Reconciliation is a difficult, demanding 
journey; it is our way of embracing the cross to discover 
new life.

The great challenge? How can we become reconciled? 
There are many ways, many of them very good, but there 
is a new important program called Return to Spirit. This 
program, developed by an Aboriginal psychologist is very 
effective, but it demands time and commitment. Aboriginal 
Church folks gather for a five day workshop and at another 
time or place non-Aboriginal Church people gather for a 
similar workshop. Later the two groups meet together for 
three days. Everyone who has participated, including me, 
has found the experience to be life changing. The program 
demands a great commitment of time, but anything worth-
while always does. Sad to say we have few non-Aborigi-
nals willing to commit the required time and energy to this 
initiative, so I am pleading that more of us step forward.

Building up a strong Church which represents all of us 
is just the start. As a Church community we are called to 
play a very important role in helping our whole province 
gratefully embrace the reality of our diversity. Historically 
Aboriginal peoples have experienced so much exclusion 
and all of us are the poorer for this. The Aboriginal com-
munities have great gifts to offer and I pray that the en-
tire Catholic community will by example lead our fellow 
citizens to learn to be open and welcoming to these gifts 
which so clearly come from our Creator.

The Archbishop’s message

+V. James Weisgerber 
Archbishop of Winnipeg

Back to the  classroom
Archbishop Weisgerber visited Grade 5 students 
at St. Charles Catholic School in February dur-
ing ‘I Love to Read Month.’  His Grace read ‘Dr. 
Desoto’ by William Steig and later joined the Mid-
dle Years students for lunch. The archbishop is 
a former Dean of Arts at Atholl Murray College 
of Notre Dame in Wilcox, Sask. where he taught  
philosophy, religious studies and French.

Archbishop Weisgerber’s Schedule  

Celebrating the Ministry of  Reader
Archbishop Weisgerber is pictured with, from left, Fr. Jan deJong, Rector of Sacred 
Heart Seminary in Milwaukee, Wis. and Archdiocese of Winnipeg seminarian Mark Fil-
ips, centre, who is studying at Sacred Heart. The archbishop joined in thr celebration of 
the Ministry of Reader, which Filips received along with eight brother seminarians. 

Returning to Spirit Friendship Banquet
Archbishop James Weisgerber, right, speaks with Marc Pizandawatc at the Returning 
to Spirit Friendship Banquet  May 8 in Winnipeg. The Returning to Spirit program was 
initiated and developed by Pizandawatc, an Algonquin from Kitiganzibi First Nation, and 
Ann Thompson, a Sister of St. Anne from B.C. Photo by Gigi Jakobs. Read more about 
the banquet and Returning to Spirit on page 5.


