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This year the Catholic 
Women’s League of St. 

Viator’s Parish in Dauphin 
celebrates 60 years of ser-
vice to  parish, community, 
and country. The members 
are grateful to all the women 
who by their faith and dedi-
cation, have founded and led 
the way in past years.
To celebrate our  anniver-

sary we  hosted one activity 
a month with an invitation to 
all our parishioners and com-
munity  whenever possible.
We began last December 

by handcrafting candy cane 
bookmarks which focused 
on a Christian meaning of the 
candy cane. We presented 
one to every person attending 
Christmas Eve and Christ-
mas Day mass. We extended 
an invitation to our commu-
nity of Dauphin to join us in 
an Advent Community Night 
with  games and snacks for a  
fun filled evening.  
A food safety information 

evening  in January saw 
several people from other 
organizations and churches 
attending. This spurred our 
council to sponsor our funer-

al lunch convenors to obtain 
their food safety certificates.
To begin our Lenten journey 

we invited the community of 
Dauphin to join us in a Shrove 
Tuesday pancake luncheon.  
Our league strives to live out 

the Gospel values as Christ 
teaches beginning with spiri-
tual formation. Bible study 
in our parish is thriving and 
many of those participating 
are CWL members as well 
as facilitators. Our Spiritual 
advisor Fr. Yolando Gamallo 
lovingly encourages mem-
bers to deepen their relation-
ship with God by spending 
time in prayer, adoration, and 
meditation. 
Fr. Yolly, (as we call him),  

stresses the importance of 
taking time to care for our 
own personal needs, which 
sometimes go neglected in 
our busy and hectic lifestyles. 
This led to a very successful 
and well attended one day 
‘Catch the Spirit’ retreat held 
in April. We were honoured 

to have as our guest speaker 
Fr. James deBeer for the 
morning session. He spoke 
on God creating us in His 
image, the role of women in 
the church, and as individu-
als how we are united in one 
body of Christ.  
A living rosary was held 

in May with excellent atten-
dance and another is planned 
for October. 
We will host a Diamond 

Anniversary Tea on Sat. Oct. 
3 and a dinner and dance is 
tentatively booked for No-
vember 28 inviting all past 
members, our clergy who 
have advised us through the 
years, and all our sisters and 
brothers in Christ  to cele-
brate with us. We hope to see 
you there! 
Visit our  website at www. 

mts.net/~stviator/parish/ 

Contributed by
Deloris Lulashnyk
CWL Communications 
Convenor

Forty-seven youth, two 
trainers and twelve 

adult leaders assembled for 
a week of learning, prayer 
and fun at the Archdio-
cese of Winnipeg’s annual 
YouthLeader conference 
held this year at St. Bene-
dict’s Retreat and Con-
ference Centre in North 
Winnipeg. The event cul-
minated August 20 with a 
closing mass and a social 
evening planned and orga-
nized by the participants.
YouthLeader is open to 

those who have completed 
grade 9 up to adults over 
the age of 21 who are cur-
rently involved in leader-
ship, or who will be as-
suming leadership roles, 
in their parish, school or 
community. Participants 
can only register in teams 
and each team must be 
made up of at least one 
adult for every five young 
people. The whole group 
numbered more than 40, 
doubling last year’s at-
tendance. Youth can only 
attend YouthLeader once 

and those over 21 can re-
turn but only in a helping 
capacity. 
One difference this year 

was that churches became 
more involved in commis-
sioning their young pa-
rishioners to attend Youth-

Leader.
“It’s a way for the com-

munity to come together 
and grow together,” said 
Elisabeth Duggan, Arch-
diocesan Director of Youth 
and Young Adult Ministry.
The YouthLeader pro-

gram began in 2006 to 
give parishes a way to get 
youth more involved in 
the church, said Duggan. 
“Adults who came may 
have taken time off from 
holidays or work to be here 
– a great testament to the 

diocese,” she said.
Duggan said the youths 

were blessed to have a 
number of priests drop in 
to offer encouragement..
Eric Senecal, 16, a par-

ticipant from St-François 

Xavier Church, had served 
as a counsellor at the Cath-
olic School of Evangeli-
zation (CSE) at St. Malo, 
Manitoba. Senecal said he 
heard about the program 
from a woman at church 
who encouraged him to at-
tend.
“It’s good to meet new 

people who are in the 
same situation,” Senecal 
said, “The biggest thing I 
learned this week was how 
to figure out the needs of 
the church, outreach and 
how to get people in the 
community involved.”
Chloé Ryan, 16, from St. 

Theresa’s Parish, who also 
works at St. Benedict’s 
part-time, had high praise 
for the visit by Fr. Michael 
Wollbaum, who “always 
has a smile and makes you 
feel welcome.”  Ryan heard 
about YouthLeader from 
Wollbaum when she was 
participating in a Think-
Fast event sponsored by 
Development and Peace.

Fr. James deBeer speaks at Catch the Spirit retreat in April.

Youth embrace leadership role in church and community 

The Annual YouthLeader training was held in August for youths past grade 9 up to adults aged 21.

St. Viator’s 
CWL  

celebrates  
60th year

Continued on page 5

A Member of Parliament will once 
again introduce a bill to legalize 

euthanasia and assisted suicide. It is im-
portant in a democracy for everyone to 
participate in this debate. Members of 
Parliament represent us, the people and 
we have to inform them about our posi-
tions.
What does euthana-

sia or assisted suicide 
not mean? This bill is 
not about respecting 
a person’s refusal of 
treatment or request 
to discontinue treat-
ment, nor about letting someone die 
naturally by withholding or withdraw-
ing medical treatment when its burdens 
outweigh its benefits, nor about giving 
drugs to relieve pain and suffering even 
if a foreseen but unintended effect is to 
shorten life. Assisted suicide is helping  
someone kill himself or herself; eutha-
nasia is ending someone’s suffering and 
pain by killing them.
Our Catholic tradition teaches us that 

life is a gift from God. We must treasure 
all life. Certainly sometimes people suf-
fer and suffer terribly, but with the sup-
port of family and the community, ap-
propriate pain management and, for the 
dying, compassionate palliative care, life 

can be treasured and respected. More and 
more suffering people in our society find 
themselves alone, isolated from family 
and community. Rather than decide to 
help these suffering people to kill them-
selves or to do it for them, we, particu-
larly as disciples of Jesus need to work 

hard to  strengthen 
family and commu-
nity life. We need to 
reach out to those 
who are suffering 
and alone.
What can and 

should we do? Ev-
eryone should inform themselves about 
this issue. The Catholic Organization for 
Life and Family has great information 
about the teaching of our Church. You 
can access COLF’s website at http://
colf.cccb.ca. Once informed we need to 
speak to others and crucially, we need to 
contact our Member of Parliament. A list 
of members and their constituencies is 
available on the Archdiocesan webpage: 
www.archwinnipeg.ca. We also need to 
bring this issue to God in prayer.
Respect for and protection of human 

life is one of the foundational pillars of 
Canadian society. Let us pray that to-
gether we will continue to affirm that life 
is a gift of God’s love and goodness.

Our Catholic tradition  
teaches us that life 
is a gift from God. 

A message from Archbishop Weisgerber

Legalizing euthanasia  
and assisted suicide
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Swing and a Prayer
thanks golfers and sponsors

A Wheelchair Miracle

When Knights of Columbus Father Allan Hall Council decid-
ed to mark their 25th anniversary by setting a goal to raise 

funds for the Wheelchair Foundation Program, they hoped to have 
enough to purchase 25 wheelchairs – one wheelchair to reflect each 
year of fraternity, charity and dedicated service to St. Charles Par-
ish in Winnipeg. A well-attended fundraiser, combined with other 
activities resulted in a donation of sixty-seven wheelchairs, giving 
hope, mobility, and independence to those most in need.  Above, 
Grand Knight Eugene Phaneuf and Deputy Grand Knight Fred Ol-
sen present a cheque for $10,050 to Christiana Flessner, Executive 
Director, Wheelchair Foundation of Canada,  at the 2009 Manitoba 
State Convention.

K of C presents cheque to OLV school

The Knights of Columbus Captain Miles MacDonell Assem-
bly 370 presents a cheque for $10,318 to the principal and 

students of Our Lady of Victory School May 27. The funds were 
raised at assembly 370’s 33rd annual dinner and draw in support 
of Catholic education held in April. Each year a different school in 
the Archdiocese of Winnipeg is chosen to receive the funds. Left 
to right: Robert Praznik, Director of Catholic Education, Archdio-
cese of Winnipeg, Larry Zarychanski, fundraising chairman, Capt. 
Miles MacDonell Assembly, Stan Blady, Alex Cap, Principal of 
Our Lady of Victory School, Erich Mantler, Bob Girouard, Peter 
Rhoden, Paul Swart, Peter Rhoden, School Board Chairman and 
Paul Swart.

CATHOLICS COMING HOME

Catholics who have been away from the 
Church, for whatever reason or for  

however long, are invited to  
Catholics Coming Home,  

a series of six Monday evening sessions, 
7:00 to 9:00 p.m. in the Church Hall,  
St. Ignatius Church, 255 Stafford St., 

Jessie Street Entrance,  
beginning  

Monday, October 19th.  
A team of lay people are ready to  

accompany “seekers” on a  
“journey of reconciliation.”  

For information call Hal Graham  
at 488-3835.
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Last spring St. Anthony of 
Padua Parish, situated in 

Winnipeg’s West Kildonan 
neighbourhood, celebrated the 
completion of another success-
ful catechetical year.
On Saturday May 2nd, First 

Communion Day, 50 young 
boys and girls received the 
Eucharist for the first time.  
Bright-eyed and dressed in their 
beautiful garments, they spoke 
of Gods’ love for them.  Later 
that same month on Confirma-
tion Day (May 30th), 24 confir-
mands were anointed with the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit, making 
them bearers of the good news 
and witnesses to their faith.
In both celebrations, the  par-

ish community gathered to 
welcome these young people 
and rejoiced in the wonderful 
gift of the sacraments.  To help 
celebrate, many families and 

friends brought an array of eth-
nic food which was served by 
the members of the Catholic 
Women’s League.
On Monday, May 11 our  pas-

tor Fr. Henryk Laciak hosted a 
dinner to honour and thank the 
Catechism teachers and helpers 
of the program.  
“Teachers do a very important 

job in the church community as 
they teach children about faith 
in God and bringing them clos-
er to Jesus,” said Fr. Laciak.
We thank Fr. Henryk for his 

presence and prayerful support.  
In the year before  those first 

communions and confirma-
tions took place, much prepara-
tion was done to get our young 
people to understand and learn 
the meaning of the sacraments.  
At times, it can be discourag-

ing for catechists to accept the 
challenge of bringing the chil-

dren to learn the deep, abiding 
faith, hope and commitment to 
loving and serving God. Feel-
ings of apprehension about too 
much to teach and too little time 
to meet the needs is evident.
However, long time religious 

education coordinator, Ms. Joan 
Stephen, encourages teachers 
to “concentrate on what is good 
and positive.”  Ms. Stephen 
stresses the importance of in-
stilling in the children’s hearts 
a love for the poor  through 
the Holy Childhood Associa-
tions’ (HCA) Children Helping 
Children program. Even young 
children can understand the 
meaning of Jesus’ words, “That 
whatsoever you do to the least 
of my brothers, you did it for 
me.” Teachers are  inspired by 
the leadership of Ms. Stephen 
in this ministry.
To celebrate the sharing pro-

cess of standing in solidar-
ity with the less fortunate, the 
grade seven class of Ms. Ingrid 
Kerger and her sister Ms. Con-
nie Lake, rallied a last minute 
effort to raise money for HCA 
on the last day of class. They 
collected $64.80 bringing the 
total of the years’ contribution 
to HCA to $1,189.93.  

We at St. Anthony’s are proud 
of our young people.  They are 
our altar servers, readers of the 
word, choir members, teacher’s 
assistants, and helpers at our an-
nual Spring Tea and Fall Sup-
per.
We thank God for the past 

year and we place into his 
hands the coming year as we 

continue our journey of teach-
ing and learning.  We give him 
glory for everything.

Contributed by Cora Burgos 
.a member of St. Anthony of 
Padua Church since 1974 and  
a Catechism teacher for the 
past eight years.

St. Anthony of  Padua Parish Religious Education Coordinator Joan 
Stephen with last spring’s grade 7 students.

Not every journey requires a 
passport, unless you want 

to travel to beyond borders. As 
a child we are able to travel on 
our parent’s passport, but there 
comes a time in our teenage 
years and that first band trip or 
soccer tournament requires us 
to have our own passport.
With St. Paul the Apostle as 

our travel guide, last spring’s 
candidates for confirmation set 
out on a journey of faith with 
their own passport. For up until 
now they were traveling in faith 
using the passport their parent’s 
had obtained for them at their 
baptism.
The four month journey to 

confirmation on the Feast of 
Pentecost required the 37 pil-
grims to travel in communion 
with one another toward the 
goal. The itinerary invited can-
didates to make the journey 
their own by choosing at least 
six of nine catechetical sessions 
scheduled at various times on 
various days designed to help 
accommodate family life. 
The sessions were presented 

by young and old, who drew 
on their own journey in faith to 
pass on the story of God’s gift of 
love. By example, they taught 
the young pilgrims that we are 
all Jesus’ hands and feet in the 
world today.
We explored St. Paul’s journey 

of faith and the year that cel-
ebrated the 2000th anniversary 
of his birth. We took a glimpse 
at our core catholic beliefs, prac-
tices and attitudes so we could 
begin to answer the question, 
‘why am I catholic today?’ And 
we spent some time getting to 
know Jesus, the Prince of Peace 
who calls us toward a more just 
and peaceful world. 

So in the face of war, terror-
ism, world hunger, homeless-
ness, and ecological threats to 
the planet, we asked ourselves 
‘what would Jesus have us do?’
Also part of the journey were 

acts of charity that put our faith 
into action, and opportunities 
to learn about and advocate 
for a more just world. 
Candidates collected pass-

port stamps every time they 
accepted the call to journey 
onward. Many revisited the 
same places again and again, 
making bag lunches for Ross-
brook House not just once to 
fulfil their service commit-
ment, but three or four times 
because they were drawn to 
serve the poor and care for a 
stranger. 
Our Annual ThinkFAST for 

Development & Peace called 
them to journey in solidarity 
with our brothers and sisters in 
the world who lack basic hu-
man rights and privileges we 
in our community may take 
for granted. 
During the Tridumn, Can-

didates prepared shoe boxes 
of hygienic and food items 
for the homeless in our city 
who drop-in at Chez Nous 
for warmth and a welcoming 
smile.
The Candidates did not walk 

alone; they were supported 
throughout as they have been 
from the moment of their 
conception, by the love of 
their parents. grandparents, 
siblings, friends and their par-
ish community too supported 
them on their journey, as their 
confirmation is not separate 
from parish life – indeed it is 
founded in it!
So their passport invited them 

to participate in community 
events such as the Lenten Mis-
sion celebrated by Archbishop 
Weisgerber, the Public Way of 
the Cross on Good Friday, the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
and the archdiocesan gathering 

of youth being confirmed in 
Winnipeg.
What an incredible journey 

God invites us on if we open our 
pilgrim hearts and say – ‘Yes!’  
Jesus came that we might have 

life to the full…so open up that 

passport and set out on the jour-
ney, stamping out injustices by 
following an old path that will 
take us to places we have never 
gone before!
If you would like a copy of our 

passport it is available online at 

www.stpaultheapostle.mb.ca 

Contributed by
Heather Maxwell
Director of Youth Ministry
St. Paul the Apostle Church

Confirmation candidates at St. Paul the Apostle  follow him on their journey of faith 

For more information or to register 
contact  

Catechetical Offices of:

Archdiocese 
of Winnipeg 

Margaret Craddock 
(204) 237-9851 ext.235

Archdiocese 
of St. Boniface 
Koreen Hrizai 

 (204) 452-2227 ext.243

Catechists at St. Anthony of Padua Church 
accept the challenges of leadership 



Personnel 
changes in  

the archdiocese

On May 29 arch-
bishop Weis-

gerber announced 
that upon presen-
tation by his Pro-
vincial, Reverend 
Mieczysalw Burdzy, 
omi was appointed 
Parochial Vicar of 
Holy Ghost Parish 
in Winnipeg. Rev-
erend Peter Nowak, 
omi was assigned to 
Toronto. 
The appointment 

became effective on 
Aug. 1. 
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The Jesuits of English 
Canada welcomed a 

new brother priest June 6 
with the ordination of Jef-
frey Scott Burwell SJ pre-
sided by Archbishop James 
Weisgerber at Winnipeg’s 
St. Ignatius Church 
Fr. Gerry McDougall SJ, 

pastor at St. Ignatius, wel-
comed all who were in at-
tendance to witness “this 
great gift.”
Fr. Jim Webb SJ, Provin-

cial of the Jesuits in English 
Canada, presented Burwell 
to the archbishop as a can-
didate for the priesthood.
“Through the power of 

the Holy Spirit we are born 
into a new relationship with 
one another and with Jesus 
Christ, and that is all pure 
gift,” Weisgerber said in his 
homily. 
“The gift becomes a task, 

we must become who we 
are, and that’s what holiness 
is all about. This will form 
us into the people that God 
wants us to be. The role of 
the priest is to help us be-
come who we must be,” 
Weisgerber said. “The priest 
is called to nourish the com-
munity.”
“Today is mostly about 

thanking God,” Weisger-
ber said. “We are grateful 
to the Jesuit family, and to 
Jeffrey’s family, and most 
of all thankful to Jeffrey for 
listening to the call and fol-
lowing the call. Let us pro-
ceed with gratitude to God 
and an immense amount of 
joy.”
Burwell, 34, born in Regi-

na Sask., writes in the Arch-
diocese of Saskatchewan 
website’s vocation section 
that he didn’t begin consid-
ering the priesthood until 
he was attending the Uni-
versity of Regina. While he 
enjoyed the friendships and 
social aspects of a young 
student’s life, “I realized 
that while there was a sense 
of immediate gratification 
in such activities, I ulti-
mately wanted something 
that would give me a deeper 
and more lasting sense of 
peace.”
Burwell decided to become 

involved with the pastoral 
activities at the university’s 
Campion College.
“Over the course of my last 

two years at school I grew 
closer to the Jesuit Fathers 
and their important work 

both at Campion College 
and within the city of Re-
gina. I was exposed to the 
Spirituality of their founder 
St. Ignatius of Loyola, and 
I found his Spiritual Exer-
cises profoundly impacted 
the way I saw the world,” 
writes Burwell.
“Filled with a zeal to fol-

low in St. Ignatius’ foot-
steps, I applied to become 
a Jesuit. Since then, my life 
has been changed in ways 
that I cannot begin to de-

scribe. Everything I now do 
as a Jesuit is done Ad Maio-
rem Dei Gloriam For God’s 
Greater Glory. There is 
nothing greater than know-
ing my every thought and 
action begins and ends with 
God.”
“The road ahead is filled 

with God’s abundant grace, 
and with that knowledge I 
bravely journey on.”
Burwell says the priest 

who had the biggest influ-
ence on his life was Fr. Basil 

Chomos of Good Samaritan 
Church on Broad Street in 
Regina “who first discussed 
priesthood with me and oth-
er altar servers.” 
Burwell said he started to 

research the Jesuits after a 
librarian at his high school, 
Robert Usher Collegiate, 
overheard him speaking 
about the priesthood.
“Of her own initiative, she 

wrote away to the diocese 
for brochures of all the re-
ligious communities and 

seminaries, and presented 
me, quite unexpectedly, 
with the material and said 
it’s wonderful that I am 
thinking about the priest-
hood, ” Burwell said. 
The day after his ordina-

tion Fr. Burwell celebrated 
a Mass of Thanksgiving at 
St. Ignatius Parish. 

Contributed by
James Buchok

Jesuits welcome
Fr. Jeffrey Burwell SJ

From left, Fr. Jim Webb, Provincial of  the Jesuits in English Canada, Fr. Jeffrey Burwell SJ, Arch-
bishop James Weisgerber and Deacon John Meehan. Picture by Trevor Scott, SJ.

St. Ann’s Church marks 10th anniversary of the passing of Fr. Wilfred Daniels

St. Ann’s Parish cel-
ebrated a memorial 

mass of love and joy for 
Fr. Wilfred Daniels on 
Aug. 8.
Fr. Wilf was born on June 

19, 1919 and as a young 
man he played profes-
sional football joining the 
Winnipeg Blue Bombers 
in 1941. He joined the 
navy during World War II 
after which he returned to 
the Bombers in 1945. 
He later had a long and 

distinguished career with 
Kraft Foods in Winnipeg, 
retiring in 1983 at which 
time he accepted his call to 

the priesthood. He was or-
dained Sept. 4, 1987 at the 
age of 68.
Fr. Wilf became pastor 

at St. Ann’s in 1989 and 
remained with us until his 
death on Aug. 5, 1999.
He had a long history of 

sharing and caring for the 
needy within the commu-
nity with his service to Mi-
sericordia Hospital, Win-
nipeg Harvest and other 
organizations. 
He made St. Ann’s his 

home within the commu-
nity and the little parish 
grew with his leadership. 
Fr. Wilf was most loved 

by the children of St. Ann’s. 
He simply wanted them to 
know that love was the ba-

sis of Jesus’ teachings.
In his ten years at St. 

Ann’s the parish came to 
deeply love Fr. Wilf for his 
leadership, happiness and 
relational skills. 
When you visit St. Ann’s 

you will see the golden 
front entrance doors that 
were a request of Fr. Wilf 
because for him, they rep-
resented the kingdon of 
heaven.
The celebration of Fr. 

Wilf’s memory began with 
a mass attended by his 
many friends and surviv-
ing family members. The 
mass was presided by Rev. 

Msgr. Michael Moore.
Following the mass a 

slide presentation was 
shown, depicting the full 
80 years of Fr. Wilf’s joy-
ful life. This was followed 
by a graveside memorial 
service, again presided by 
Msgr. Moore. 
It was a very joyful, 

meaningful and  appre-
ciated service, for those 
faithful, friends and family 
in attendance.

Contributed by
Sr. Alice Konefall
Pastoral Administrator
St. Ann’s Church

Fr. Wilfred Daniels

A glimpse into life at the seminary
Last Sunday I found my-

self at a Mass some-
where in our Archdiocese, 
where the entire congrega-
tion prayed together for 
vocations. This is always 
a special moment for me, 
because I feel that my own 
vocation has come about 
because people prayerfully 
asked God to send them 
someone. 
In this first of several 

columns about Life at the 
Seminary, I would like to 
introduce myself. My name 
is Sebastiaan Benders, 29 
years old. Up till now I have 
lived, studied and worked in 
the Netherlands. This year I 
became a seminarian for the 

Archdiocese of Winnipeg 
and will be studying at St. 
Joseph Seminary in Edmon-
ton. 
Before pursuing my vo-

cation to the priesthood, 

I studied Communication 
Science. During this time, 
in 2002-2003 I worked at St. 
Paul’s College in Winnipeg 
to help found an institute for 
Christian Communication. 
This is how I first came to 
know and love Winnipeg 
and Manitoba. I have since 
returned in the summer to 
complete an internship at 
several parishes here.
After graduating, I worked 

in the field of Youth Minis-
try and Christian Commu-
nication for several years. 
Finally, in 2006, I began my 
studies in Philosophy at St. 
John Evangelist Seminary 
in the Netherlands.
The evangelist Mark de-

scribes the call, seminarians 
receive and our life at the 
seminary in these words: 
“He now summoned those 
He wanted. So they came 
to Him and He appointed 
twelve; they were to be his 
companions and to be sent 
out to proclaim the mes-
sage.” 
First of all we see that it 

is Jesus who calls. He calls 
whoever He wants. For 
many young men, certainly 
for me, one of the hardest 
things is to accept this call. 
“Who am I to become a 
priest?” I wondered. It was 
at World Youth Days that I 
came to understand and ex-
perience how deeply God 

loves people. It is not an 
easy thing for any of us to 
receive such complete love. 
But once I realized how 
deeply God loves people, I 
could begin to accept that 
He loved me in the same 
way. So much, even, that He 
would ask me to say yes to 
his call.
Now, Jesus still calls who-

ever He wants. This means 
that seminarians come from 
different countries and back-
grounds, with different likes 
and dislikes, with their own 
little quirks and with their 
many talents. This makes 
the seminary a wonderful 
place to be at, because you 
share in a very real way 

each other’s lives.
At the same time, we are 

there for a reason: “to be-
come his companions and to 
be sent out to proclaim the 
message.” This means that 
we try to break down any 
barriers that prevent us from 
doing this. Through prayer 
and spiritual direction, we 
prepare ourselves to do 
God’s will.
In the coming year, I will 

be sharing some of my ex-
periences at the seminary 
with you. 
For those that are interested 

to follow me more regularly, 
you are invited to visit my 
website at www.sebastiaan-
benders.nl.

Sebasitaan Benders

The Year of the Priest
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A student at St. Boniface 
Diocesan High School, Ryan 
said the best part of the pro-
gram is that being a shy 
person it has made her open 
up and she now feels it is 
possible to make more new 
friends. 
“Everyone, even at meals 

and the planned mixers and 
socials each night helped us 
all to mix and to relax.  Even 
for prayer times, people are 
jumping at chances to partici-
pate,” she said.   
Sr. Maybelle de la Cruz 

from St. Augustine of Canter-
bury Parish in Brandon, was 
there with three youth, Krista 
Renwik, J.J. Bullion, Minette 
Esqueva and two young adult 
leaders, Deepthy Jacob and 
Simon Lee.
De la Cruz said the students 

learned about Christian ne-
gotiation and leadership with 
Jesus as the model, as well as 
communication and planning 
skills, emphatic listening and 
community life planning so 
that the youth can apply what 

they have learned at their par-
ishes and schools. 
De la Cruz, had high praise 

for two speakers, Michelle 
Garlinski, director of cam-
pus ministry at St. Mary’s 
Academy, and Clayton Imoo, 
director of youth ministry for 

the Archdiocese of 
Vancouver.
Garlinski, a trainer for  Youth-

Leader and Young Neighbors 
in Action programs, spoke on 
being pro-active. She said re-
active people blame and give 
power to someone else while 

pro-active people 
choose to respond out of their 
values and their principles 
“We all have to respond,” 

said Garlinski. “For Chris-
tians, there is really no other 
choice but to be responsible. 
We have the ability to re-

spond. No one can make us 
do anything – we choose to 
do it.” 
Fr. Kevin Smith, pastor at St 

Joseph’s Parish in Winnipeg, 
presided at the final evening’s 
Eucharistic celebration. He 

brought greetings on behalf 
of Archbishop Weisgerber 
who was in meetings in the 
Philippines.
At the closing mass Fr. 

Smith caught the youths’ at-
tention with a question taken 
from a reading from Joshua 
who asks, “Yes or no?  Are 
you with me or not?”  He 
went on to say that life is full 
of choices and our actions 
reflect what we believe and 
what we value. 
Smith challenged the teens 

to dispel the notion that a 
good indicator of future be-
haviour is past behaviour, 
and he quoted Archbishop 
Weisgerber who often speaks 
of people being “works in 
progress.”
“We are people before God,” 

said Smith. “You have come 
here this week because you 
have chosen to serve, to be 
God’s mouthpieces. When 
we stand before God and he 
asks us, ‘Are you with me or 
not?’ the answer is yes or no.” 
Contributed by
Terri Scott

YouthLeader 2009

Pictures by Marc de Asis, SJ 

By Krista Cortez
St. Joseph’s Parish

Driving to St. Benedict’s 
Retreat and Conference 

Centre was one of the hard-
est routes I’ve ever driven as 
a driver with only a learner’s 
permit. While I was on Hwy. 
9 (Main Street north) making 
sure I was below the speed 
limit, there were things going 
through my mind. I honestly 
didn’t know what to expect 
that week. 

I was going to miss home, 
miss my mom’s cooking and 
especially miss the familiar, 
comfortable faces I know at 
home. All these thoughts were 
swimming around in my mind 
until I signalled for a right turn 
at Masters Avenue. 

When I was driving down 
this road I was getting nervous; 
not because of the fact that I 
stink at parking but because I 
was afraid of being alone since 
I didn’t have friends who were 
coming. As time and distance 
passed by we finally arrived at 
St. Benedict’s. My dad helped 
me unload the van and escort-
ed me into the building. When 
we entered the building, it was 
quiet with only a few people 
sitting on the sofas and at that 

time I met my first few friends 
from St. Augustine. 

I would say that I am a so-
ciable person though I’m not 
very good at initiating conver-
sations so it was my dad who 
introduced me. I felt abashed 
but my dad is good at social-
izing so I said to myself that I 
will try to be like him and en-
gage myself in conversations. 

Soon we were settled into 
our rooms and I had to kiss my 
dad goodbye. I was hoping I 
would share a room with the 
new friends I had just met but 
my roommates were from my 
parish and they already knew 
each other. As soon as I knew I 
was sharing a room with them, 
I knew that I was going to be 
left out. I came to this conclu-
sion because when people are 
familiar with other people, they 
tend to stick around with them 
and since I didn’t know them, 
they were most likely to ignore 
me. I took out a big book to 
occupy myself in those lonely 
times. 

As the days went by, I real-
ized that the big book I brought 
with me was not needed. The 
week at YouthLeader was one 
of the greatest and most mem-
orable weeks of my life. It was 
definitely better than stay-

ing in my room, reading that 
big book I brought. 

I learned so much from the 
sessions and I started to look at 
myself and think about who I 
really am and who I want to be. 

I found Michelle and Clay 
to be inspiring and funny at 
the same time. The sessions 
were enjoyable and they made 
sure that our relationship with 
them was friendly, knowing 
that we can talk to them about 
anything. I enjoyed every eve-
ning and morning prayer and I 
was inspired to plan an evening 
prayer for my family as well. 
There was lots of free time and 
instead of reading that book of 
mine, I socialized with other 
people and the funny thing is 
that everyone was my friend. 

We shared stories, thoughts, 
opinions and advice with one 
another which made me feel 
comfortable with everyone. I 

felt most comfortable during 
team time when we reflected 
on the days of YouthLeader 
with fellow parishioners. I 
never got to know them until 
YouthLeader and I was glad 
that I had the opportunity to 
meet them because they are 
very wonderful people. I don’t 
know many people from my 
parish community so it was 
nice to get to know them. 

When YouthLeader was 
over, I felt like crying. I was 
definitely going to miss that 
open environment that we de-
veloped, in which everyone 
can just be themselves without 
anyone judging them by the 
way they look, speak or be-
lieve. 

It was a great experience 
coming to YouthLeader. I dis-
covered myself as a Christian, 
learned about my faith and fi-
nally, I did not finish that book.

Krista Cortez, left, and Bénédicte LeMaître share 
their YouthLeader experiences.  

Before, during and after  
YouthLeader

By Bénédicte LeMaître
St. Mary’s Cathedral

YouthLeader was by far 
one of the best experi-

ences of my life. Now simply 
hearing the word ‘Youth-
Leader’ sends ripples of joy 
through my body, and releas-
es a flood of memories. 

The first day of Youth-
Leader was a lot of fun and 
new friendships with every-
one almost immediately blos-
somed! All the participants 
were being open to creating 
new friendships.

The evening prayer on that 
first night really united us all 
through the ritual action of 
washing each other’s hands. 
By the end of the first night I 
already felt like I was a part of 
a giant loving family. 

The following few days 
passed by really quickly but 
were filled with fun, many 
learning experiences, and 
challenges. Amidst all the ex-
citement, I was feeling com-
pletely overwhelmed by day 
three. This continued until the 
afternoon of day four. I had a 
stomach ache, and had to go 
to my room and lie down for 
awhile. 

This gave me time to 

think, and by the end of my 
little break I had sorted things 
through in my head and de-
cided to put what I had learned 
to good use. Things no longer 
looked like challenges, but 
opportunities to grow. 

That evening, using our 
gifts and talents we planned 
a mass then came together as 
a community and celebrated 
the mass. For me this was one 
of the climactic moments of 
my week. It was a wonderful 
feeling to celebrate and take 
part in Christ’s gift to us as a 
community woven together 
in love. 

After mass we gathered 
together in our meeting room 
and stood in a circle. We all 
put our nametags in a bin, 
and one by one we randomly 
picked a name from the bin, 
and shared with the person 
whose name we had picked 
their qualities and how we felt 
about them. This was one of 
the most emotional and mov-
ing parts of the week. When 
my name was called, and 
my friend Kenneth began to 
speak to me I began to weep, 
because I knew I would miss 
him. When I picked my friend 
Mary’s name I could barely 
finish what I was saying be-
cause I began to cry, because I 
knew I would miss her also. 

At YouthLeader I had a 
lot of fun, and I learned a lot. 
When I got back from Youth-
Leader I was really sad be-
cause I was no longer with the 
community of friends I had 
grown to love so much and 
became extremely fond of. 
Although I will miss spending 
everyday with everyone so 
much, I have come to realize 
that Youthleader is not really 
over. My journey as a leader 
has only just begun!

My journey  
as a leader begins 

By Elisabeth Duggan
Director of Youth Ministry

As the summer began to come to an end,  the 
Office of Youth and Young Adult ministry 

saw an excited group of 45 youth and 13 adults 
alive in the Holy Spirit and their call to be lead-
ers in the Archdiocese of Winnipeg.  Their ex-
citement speaks of the coming year in Youth 
and Young Adult Ministry.  Many wonderful 
events and workshops have been organized to 
help you grow in your understanding of youth 
and young adult ministry.  We hope you will 
take advantage of them!

All events and workshops will be posted on 
the Archdiocese of Winnipeg Youth and Young 
Adult Ministry website.  Here are just a few of 
some of the upcoming events taking place:
Saturday, October 3rd 2009   
Corn Maze Event
6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at “A Maze in Corn”
Youth 13 to 18

Thursday, October 15th 2009   
Theology on Tap
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at Triple B’s 
121 Scurfield Blvd.

Wednesday, October 21st 2009  
World Youth Day 2011 
Information Meeting
7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at Blessed John XXIII Church 

Thursday, October 22nd 2009   
World Youth Day 2011 
Information Meeting
7 p.m. to 9 p.m at St. Augustine Church 
(Brandon)
   

Another Exciting Year of Youth and Young Adult Ministry

Continued from page 1
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St. Augustine 
prayer group 

‘answers 
apostolic call’

At St. Augustine of 
Canterbury Church in 

Brandon there is a charis-
matic prayer group called  
St.Augustine’s House of 
Prayer that serves as  evi-
dence of ‘answering our 
apostolic call.’  
We have been meeting 

once a week for nine years. 
One of our prayer group 
members recently visited 
Uganda and increased our 
awareness of the many 
needs and many blessings 
in this country.
On June 20 we held a 

yardsale to assist a school 
in eastern Uganda.  It is a 
new school for children 
ages five and six that is part 
of a parish and is run by a 
religious order called The 

Little Sisters of St Francis.
The school’s opening was 

delayed because they ran 
out of money for a pit la-
trine (toilet).
From generous donations 

of items from fellow prayer 
group members, parishon-
ers and complete strangers 
we raised $750. We also 
sent the unsold items to 
two other service groups in 
our community and  keep-
ing with stewardly prac-
tices helped divert items 
from the landfill by mak-

ing these items available 
to someone else who had a 
use for them.  
People gave of their 

bounty and people here and 
across the world shared of 
this bounty. We are a small 
prayer group, but God mul-
tiplies our prayers and our 
efforts in ways we cannot 
even imagine.

Contributed by
Linda Chegwin

A nun with Little Sisters of  the Poor at the new school 
in Uganda that received the prayer group’s support. 

New members of the  Archdiocesan Pastoral Council 

In my years at St. Paul’s High 
School, I was continually 

reminded of the goal to be a 
“man for others”. 
At the time I had no idea the 

impact that this simple phrase 
would have on my life. I have 
found over the years that I have 
received so much when it feels 
that I have given only a little.
As a member of St. Ignatius 

Parish for over 25 years, I have 
never been short of opportuni-
ties to get involved. Through 
the many Ministries of the 
parish I have been able to par-

ticipate as a lector and a eucha-
ristic minister. I have had the 
privilege of serving the com-
munity through the Marriage 
preparation team, our on the 
maintenance committee and 
on the finance council. I  serve 

on our pastoral council and as a 
trustee of the parish. 
All of these acts of service 

have led to their own episodes 
of grace.
My journey to the APC has 

come from my involvement on 
the South Winnipeg Deanery 
Pastoral Council. Over my first 
term of three years I have seen 
the powerful impact of opening 
ourselves to the greater com-
munity outside of our parish 
walls. 
As my faith journey contin-

ues, I remain grateful for the 
opportunity to participate, to 
learn, to grow and to continue 
the involvement of the laity in 
the growth of the Church.

Michael Scott 
St. Ignatius 

of Loyola Church
Winnipeg

Michael Scott

I have been very active in the 
parish serving as eucharist 

minister, usher and facilitator 
of the Parish Pastoral Council.
As a chartered member of 

Knights of Columbus of St. 
Anthony Council 10569 I 
served in many positions prior 
to becoming Grand Knight for 
three terms.  
I was exemplified to the 

Fourth Degree in the Cardinal 
Flahiff Assembly No. 2500, 
Knights of Columbus and 
served as a district deputy in 
District 20 for the Manitoba 

State Council, Knights of Co-
lumbus.
I am currently district secre-

tary to the Master of the Fourth 
Degree for the Cardinal Mc-
Guigan Province – District of 

Manitoba, Knights of Colum-
bus.
I have also served on Mani-

toba State of the Knights of 
Columbus as membership 
director and English bulletin 
chairperson.
I served on the Friends Board 

of St. Joseph’s Residence Inc. 
for nine years, six of which was 
as chair of the fundraising din-
ner committee.
Currently I sit on the Board of 

St. Benedict’s Foundation Inc. 
Currently working as Direc-

tor of Operations for the Seven 
Oaks School Division.

Cliff Meder
Our Lady 

of The Lake Church
Winnipeg Beach

Cliff  Meder

Youth Speak News’ newest reporter is  
Catherine Richard from OLPH

Catherine Richard, who 
is in grade 11, is a pa-

rishioner at Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help Church in 
Winnipeg.
She is passionate about 

writing and in fact, she 
wrote the reflections for the 
2009 Archdiocese of Win-
nipeg Good Friday Public 
Way of the Cross.
I asked Catherine a few 

questions about Youth 
Soeak News.

What is 
Youth Speak News?

Youth Speak News is the 
youth section of The Catho-
lic Register newspaper. Ev-
ery year a group of people 
from The Catholic Register 
pick a team of 10-12 youth 
and young adults to write 
for it. This is the tenth year 
that they have been doing 
this.

How did you  
hear about it?

I had never heard about 
YSN until the youth min-
ister at my church, Nicole 
Hoard, offered to nominate 
me.

What was the 
application process?

With the nomination letter, I 
had to send in a résumé and 
an application form. After 

this was received, I was in-
terviewed, and a few weeks 
after I was interviewed, I 
found out I was accepted.

What are you most  
looking forward to?

The thing that I’m most 
looking forward to is the 
reporting. 
Reporting takes up the bulk 
of this job, so I’ll be able to 
get stories out on events all 
over the Winnipeg archdio-
cese, which is going to be 
really neat. 
Overall, I’m just excited 
that God is taking my writ-
ing to places where He can 
use it in a bigger way, be-
cause in the end, all praise 
goes to Him.

Contributed by  
Nicole Hoard
Coordinator of Youth 
Ministries for Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help Church

Catherine Richard

I had the honour and privi-
lege of attending the 

Western Canadian Steward-
ship Conference in Regina 
from June 12-14 on behalf 
of my parish, St. Anthony 
of Padua Church (WK), 
Winnipeg.  
What a wonderful and 

inspiring experience. The 
speakers were so full of 
energy. I left there wanting 
more. It feels so great to be 
excited about something 
again.
Something good happened 

that weekend, kind of like a 
spiritual renewal of sorts.
I discovered that people 

are already being good 
stewards every day but just 
don’t recognize it as stew-
ardship. 
Everyone who attended 

was so welcoming and 
friendly, you really should 
consider attending the next 
conference.
The sessions were divided 

into categories: A New Way 
of Seeing with the spiritual-
ity of stewardship being the 
theme; Planting, Cultivat-
ing and Harvesting direct-

ed at parishes just getting 
started in creating a greater 
awareness of stewardship; 
Fuelling the Fire, designed 
for experienced steward-
ship leaders; It is Good for 
Us to Be Here, about build-
ing communities that are 
welcoming.  
Each one of those sessions, 

and every topic in them are 
so important to our parish 
life, and personal life.   
At the conference, Dan 

Potvin, Director of Stew-
ardship for the Archdiocese 
of Winnipeg, was presented 

with The Western Cana-
dian Catholic Stewardship 
Award, in appreciation 
for outstanding contribu-
tions to stewardship in the 
Church in Western Canada. 
He was the first to receive 
this award and it will now 
be a bi-annual award. 

Contributed by
Colleen Zaluski
St. Anthony 
of Padua Church (WK), 

Stewardship conference energizes the spirit

A contingent from the Archdiocese of  Winnipeg at-
tended the Western Canadian Stewardship Confer-
ence in Regina June 12-14..

Father Philip Malayil, Pastor at St Hedwig’s in Brandon hosted 
a training session of  the Spanish Parish Pastoral Council and 
Parish Finance Committee on Aug. 1. In attendance were Fili-
berto Diaz from Colombia, Felipe Garcia and Alejandro Vargas 
from Mexico and William Cruz, Ann del Carman Ruano, Jose 
Edmundo Nieto Zepeda, Yanira Irasema de Guzman, Luis Or-
lando Guzman, Zuma Pineda, Mario Zelaya and Roberto Pine-
da all from El Salvador. The presentation was conducted in 
Spanish by Brian McKinnon, Coordinator of  Pastoral Councils 
for the Archdiocese of  Winnipeg, with the help of  Interpreter 
Alejandro Vargas.

St. Hedwig’s 
Spanish Pastoral Council
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Students Without Borders: Giving refugees safety and hope

For the last year, I have been attending meetings 
of the Coalition of Sexually Exploited Youth. 

The coalition consists of representatives of agencies 
that deal daily with children who are being sexually 
abused by adults. Many of the youngsters are rented 
out for profit by pimps and even relatives.
We have been made aware over the last two or three 

years of the human trafficking of men, women and 
children. This trade or commerce seems particular-
ly heinous when it becomes clear that many of the 
women and children who are trafficked end up in 
brothels and bars where they are forced to provide 
sexual ‘service’ for paying customers.
Much is being done to rescue women and children.  

There are people who work tirelessly to provide safe 
havens to women and children who escape. What 
has been almost totally ignored in this equation is 
the customer, the client, the john. 
The innocuous title does little to describe them as 

people who prey on the vulnerable. Seemingly, they 
are not deemed blameworthy in their actions against 
children and women. The victim is blamed, not the 
victimizer. The john, with minimum payment, is free 
to abuse a person sold into prostitution. Incredibly, 
the abuse of substances is more punishable than the 
abuse of women and children. The law is more fo-
cused on prosecuting people for the abuse of things, 
rather than of human beings.
Joy Smith, a Manitoban member of parliament, 

introduced a private member’s bill which tried to 
address this issue. Her bill called for minimum sen-
tences for those convicted of human trafficking. Just 
this week, at the third reading of the bill, an amend-
ment was put forth which would effectively gut the 
intent of the bill. Once again, Parliament, and by ex-
tension, Canada is more willing to sentence the vic-
tims of trafficking than the victimizer. Only Sweden 
has taken a stand that women and children should 
not be used as commodities that can be bought and 
sold. In its statements at the introduction of the bill 
that makes it illegal for men to buy sex, it stated that 
Sweden wants to create a society based on gender 
equality in which prostitution is seen as incompat-
ible with the dignity and worth of the human being.
The Johns:  Sex for Sale and the Men Who Buy It 

by journalist Victor Malarek, explores the motiva-
tion, attitude and emotions of johns. Talking to sex 
tourists in various countries and perusing numerous 
john web sites, the sad story Malarek tells exposes 
an immense and self-centred preoccupation of the 
men involved with satisfying a craving for sexual 
pleasure. “To me, I was buying a product. They 
didn’t exist as people,” says one john.  
“I am amazed by my almost boundless capacity to 

simply ignore what I have done,” says another
The limitless need, no matter how often it is grati-

fied does not fulfil. “My life is an empty shell”, says 
one man.
Perhaps it is this shell that St. Augustine referred 

to when he spoke about the hollow in our hearts that 
can only be filled by God. Love and meaning are 
basic to human life. There is a wordless longing for 
fulfillment but paradoxically that fulfillment only 
comes from being for others not self. “Whoever 
loses his life for my sake and the sake of the Gospel, 
will save it.”  Many Christian men and boys honour 
the dignity of women and children and fill that hol-
low in their hearts with God.

Sr. Johanna Jonker is at Micah House
1039 Main St., Winnipeg
589-5393 

The View from  
Micah House

On Sept. 9, Winnipeg’s 
corner of Ross and 

Sherbrook was transformed. 
Rossbrook House hosted its 
first annual Fall Carnival, a 
back-to-school community 
celebration.
As neighbours approached 

from every direction, the 
street revelled in celebration. 
Enormous colourful inflated 
bouncy structures; a huge 
fire truck slide and an ever-
so-scary dragon, drew lots of 
children on the run with par-
ents in hot pursuit. 
Micro bikes raced up and 

down the street, testing the 
driver’s skills manoeuvring 

between pylons. They were 
cheered on by a large and 
lively contingent of Winni-
peg police, who arrived in 
cruisers, on foot, by bike, mo-
torbike and horseback.  The 
police and the Rossbrook 
neighbours had the oppor-
tunity to see each other with 
new eyes.
There was a constant line up 

to learn fire safety from Win-
nipeg fire fighters in a very 
hands-on way, including a 
room filled with smoke and a 
window escape.  
There were good eats: pork 

buns provided by Pick Pork 

and veggies, fruit and bever-
ages from Rossbrook House. 
For the first time in history 
Rossbrook ran out of food 
as the crowd topped the four 
hundred mark.  
Three Rossbrook musicians 

on piano and the Rossbrook 
Rockers rock band brought 
the whole corner to life with 
their passion and skill, to 
say nothing of their rock star 
moves!
Everyone there experienced 

life, joy, family, and peace in 
our neighbourhood that is of-
ten perceived as threatening 
and without any redeeming 

features. It was a resurrection 
experience.

Contributed by
The Sisters of Sion
Winnipeg

Rossbrook House,  at 658 
Ross Ave. in Winnipeg is 
a neighbourhood centre 
for children and youth 
in Winnipeg’s inner-city. 
Rossbrook is open 365 days 
a year and hosts  a variety of 
recreational, arts, cultural, 
women’s and employment  
programs.
www.rossbrookhouse.ca

Rossbrook House hosts fun-filled fall carnival

Two years ago, an in-
ternational experience 

in Zambia convinced me I 
would find myself back in 
Africa sooner than later but 
where remained the ultimate 
question. 
My name is Jamie Mat-

wyshyn and I am a parishio-
ner at Holy Rosary Church. I 
will be teaching English and 
other subjects to youth in the 
Dzaleka Refugee Camp in 
Malawi. I left for Malawi on 
Sept. 4. 
I will be staying for a mini-

mum of three months. I am 
looking to stay longer where 
I am, or possibly take up a 
second opportunity with an 
organization in Cairo that 
works with refugees there. 
I am a graduate from the 

University of Winnipeg with 
a major in International De-
velopment and a three year 
equivalent in Sociology. 
As part of my practicum, 

I volunteered with an HIV 
mitigation program in Zam-
bia. 
The cultural exchange 

was an invaluable piece to 
my experience there as it 
quickly defined my inter-
est in humanitarian action 
and development as well as 
my commitment to working 
with refugees. 
For the past two years I 

have been volunteering with 

the Immigrant and Refugee 
Organization of Manitoba 
in Winnipeg, encouraging 
newcomer refugee adults to 
adapt to Canadian culture by 
helping them become com-
fortable speaking, reading 
and writing English. 
I am focused on establish-

ing a career in the area of ref-
ugee resettlement or protec-
tion and believe that in order 
to fully understand the full 
refugee cycle it is essential 
to learn about the challenges 
many face prior to arriving in 
our country. 
I am encouraged and excit-

ed to be participating in the 
Students Without Borders 
program working alongside 
their partner organization, Je-
suit Refugee Service (JRS). 
I am fulfilling the role of 

a teacher’s aide, provid-
ing guidance and support to 
students at the high school 
level and I look forward to 

contributing my own experi-
ences and knowledge to help 
students learn and grow as 
individuals both in and out-
side of the classroom. I know 
that I too will learn a lot from 
these bright and creative stu-
dents.
Though uncertainty and 

culture shock are an inevita-
ble piece of this experience, I 
am confident it will give me 
the opportunity to increase 
my understanding of the 
refugee context and help me 
develop skills in addressing 
local challenges in Canada. 
I also believe that this in-

ternship has the potential to 
add depth and scope for fur-
ther graduate work in refu-
gee studies upon my return 
from the field. 
Stay tuned for updates from 

the field; together, we can all 
engage in learning beyond 
borders.

Jamie Matwyshyn

There were huge bouncy structures, a  fire truck slide and  a lively contingent of Winnipeg police, some on horseback. 

Social Justice

Blaming the victims

Peace through storytelling: Healing in Northern Ireland

When we hear other 
people’s stories only 

then can we see other people 
differently, says a leader in 
Northern Ireland’s peace 
building effort.
That belief is part of the 

foundation of Towards Un-
derstanding and Healing, a 
program to help people heal 
by sharing the experiences 
they suffered during decades 
of conflict between Catholics 
and Protestants in Northern 
Ireland. 
“We provide a place for 

people to tell stories that 
would never be heard,” said 
Maureen Hetherington, co-
ordinator of The Junction, 
a community resource and 

peace-building centre in 
Derry/Londonderry, North-
ern Ireland which is home to 
Towards Understanding and 
Healing. 
Hetherington spoke at 

St. Paul’s College Aug. 27 
where she had spent the pre-
vious week as guest lecturer 
at the Summer Institute on 
Storytelling for Peace and 
Renewing Community. 
“If we don’t deal with our 

past we will sink into vio-
lence again,” said Hethering-
ton. “The hearing and retell-
ing helps a person externalize 
their pain and suffering.”
Hetherington studied peace 

building as a post graduate 
student.

“When I went out to talk to 
people they had this burning 
desire to tell me their story. 
To hear someone’s story is to 
build trust. ”
She provided a video pre-

sentation of some of the peo-
ple participating in Towards 
Understanding and Healing, 
Catholics and Protestants to-
gether sharing their stories of 
the conflict, several of whom 
had lost loved ones to an Irish 
Republican Army bomb or a 
British soldier’s bullet. 
“Sometimes you think 

you’re the only one until you 
learn what had happened 
to other people,” said one 
woman.
“Sometimes story telling 

is the only way people can 
share, ” she said, “yet so 
many will never get justice.”

Contributed by
James Buchok

Maureen Hetherington
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 September 
 27-28            USCCB-CCCB Executive Meeting    New York
 30    10:00 a.m.  Manitoba Ecumenical Bishops’ Meeting   Winnipeg
   1:30 p.m.    Reverend Robert Barron Presentation, Blessed John    
                                             XXIII Parish    Winnipeg
   7:30 pm       Reverend Robert Barron Presentation,  Our Lady of     
                                             Perpetual Help Parish    Winnipeg
 October 
 1             7:30 pm       Reverend Robert Barron Presentation,  
            St Dominic’s Parish, Neepawa
 4       7:00 pm       Hanley Lecture, St. Paul’s College, Winnipeg
 5-8                  Priests’ Study Days, Elkhorn Resort,  
                         Riding Mountain
 13           10:30 a.m.  Advisory Council on Catholic Education, Winnipeg
 14                                       Salt and Light Television Gala , Toronto
 15             7:30             Catholic Schools Celebration Evening
 17             11:30           Archdiocesan Pastoral Council, St Vital Parish. 
                    Winnipeg
 19-23                                 CCCB Plenary Meeting ,  Cornwall, Ont.
 24-November 2              Bishops of  America Meeting, Costa Rica 

At the beginning 
of August I had 

the double privilege 
of representing the 
Church of Canada at 
meetings of the Fed-
eration of Asian Bish-
ops’ Conferences and 
visiting the Philippines 
where the week-long 
meeting took place. One of my biggest discoveries 
on coming to Winnipeg almost ten years ago was 
the large and vibrant Filipino community. It has 
been a pleasure to work with the Filipino clergy 
who have so generously volunteered to serve our 
Archdiocese and to come to know so many Fili-
pino Catholics who comprise such an important 
part of our Church. Since my arrival in Winnipeg I 
have been looking for an opportunity to visit the is-
lands, to experience the culture and to get to know 
the Church and the country which so many in the 
Archdiocese call “home”.

Our episcopal gathering took place in Manila. 
The meetings were long, but we did get some time 
to visit this great city. We had an afternoon off to 
visit the Inter Muros, the colonial city and Cathe-
dral. On the feast of the Assumption of Mary a 
small group of us visited the parish of Malate in 
the Bay of Manila. It was wonderful to meet the 
people and to share a dinner and a cultural evening 
with them. The parish has a great museum with 
special emphasis on the history of the Church in 
the Philippines. I was able to proudly proclaim that 
Winnipeg is the Filipino capital of Canada. Every-
where we were treated to the warmth and hospital-
ity for which Filipinos are famous.

After the meetings I had the opportunity of spend-
ing a few days in the Diocese of Tagbilaran, the 
home of several of our priests. Fortunately Father 
Darius Bilaran, pastor of Swan River, was home 
on vacation and he generously acted as my guide. 
I was able to meet the families of Fathers Vic Tun-
golh, Rainerio Sarce, Norberto Monton and Darius 
Bilaran. I was received as a member of the family. 
My visit coincided with a diocesan gathering of 
clergy, so I was able to meet the bishop and many 
of the clergy. Father Darius took me on a tour of 
the Cathedral, several of the parishes, the Semi-
nary and his own parish with its five hundred year 
old parish church.

I recognized again how fortunate we are to have 
the Filipino people and priests and what a blessing 
they are for the Archdiocese of Winnipeg.

A word about the meeting of the Federation of 
Asian Bishop’s Conferences at which I was an ob-
server. The FABC gathers 28 Bishops’ Conferenc-
es from the continent of Asia; large countries like 
India and China, small countries like East Timor, 
Cambodia, troubled countries like Myanmar and 
Sri Lanka and missionary countries like Mongolia 
and Kazakhstan. The Philippines is the only pre-
dominantly Christian country in Asia. In all other 
countries Christians are an often miniscule minor-
ity. In many countries the Church is persecuted or 
seriously restricted in its work. The theme of the 
gathering was: Living the Eucharist in Asia. What 
a privilege it was to listen to the bishops speak of 
their churches, their work and their challenges. 
Much of their experience sounded familiar as the  
Church truly is universal. I was able to feel a great 
sense of unity as I listened to the discussion. The 
Eucharist does make the Church one!

The Archbishop’s message

+V. James Weisgerber 
Archbishop of Winnipeg

Archbishop Weisgerber’s Schedule  

Priests 
Anniversary 
Celebration

From left,  
Rev. Ceas Chmiel, 
pastor at St. John 

Cantius Parish  
in Winnipeg,  
Archbishop  

Weisgerber and 
Rev. Mike Nwosu,  

pastor at  
St. Antoninus  

Parish in  
Deloraine, attend 

the Priests’  
Anniversary  

Celebration at  
St. John Cantius  
Parish Hall June 

23. Fr. Chmiel and  
Fr. Nwosu  
celebrated  

25 years 
of priesthood.

Visit  
to the  

Philippines
At left, Archbishop 
Weisgerber meets 

with Bishop  
Leonardo Medroso, 

Bishop of the 
Diocese of Tag-

bilaran, in Bohol, 
Philippines, during 
the archbishop’s 
recent visit to the 
Philippines. The 
archbishop also 

had the opportunity 
to meet the fami-
lies of several of 

our archdiocese’s 
Filipino priests. At 
bottom, left, the 

archbishop visits 
with Fr. Darius 

Biliran, pastor at St. 
Columba’s Church 

in Swan River, 
who was home on 
vacation, and Fr. 
Biliran’s mother, 
Mrs. Lilia Biliran, 
in her home. The 

archbishop writes 
about his trip in this 

issue’s  
Archbishop’s  

Message.


