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Taking on atheists and 
the most vehement of 

religion’s critics, Fr. Robert 
Barron came to Manitoba 
preaching the case for the 
existence of God.
Fr. Barron holds a teaching 

chair at Mundelein Seminary 
in Mundelein, Illinois and is 
a renowned speaker on the 
spiritual life and is regarded 
as an innovative teacher of 
Catholicism. His global me-
dia ministry Word On Fire 
has an extensive website 
which includes his weekly 
sermons and can be found at 
www.wordonfire.org
In introducing Fr. Barron 

for his first of three presenta-
tions in the Archdiocese of 
Winnipeg on Sept. 30 and 
Oct. 1, Archbishop James 
Weisgerber described him as 
a traditionalist with a modern 
approach.
“He speaks in a way that ev-

eryone can understand,” the 
archbishop said. “He speaks 
to the mind and he speaks to 
the heart.”
Barron began by saying that 

challenges to Christianity 
have arisen from “the new 
atheism” which he describes 
as a post-9/11 phenomenon. 
“They say religion is violent 

and religion is irrational, ” 
said Barron, and critics will 
equate bad Christians with a 

bad religion. 
“There are lots of examples 

of Christians doing bad things 
in the name of God and it’s 
like saying bad Canadians 
make a bad Canada. But it 
doesn’t compromise the qual-
ity of the treasure in the ves-
sel,” said Barron alluding to 
the Second Letter of Paul to 
the Corinthians 4:7.
Barron provided three ar-

guments for the existence of 
God based on contingency, 
intelligibility and desire.
“There are things that come 

into being and pass out of be-
ing; vegetables, the planet, 
the solar system, you and 
me, that don’t contain within 
themselves the reason for 
their existence,” said Barron, 
and these things, he said, are 
contingent.
If we seek the reason for ex-

istence based on what is con-
tingent, said Barron, “there is 
no answer, there is no expla-
nation for my existence. God 
sustains all the contingent 
things of the world.” 
“There is an intelligible 

structure to the world,” Bar-
ron continued. “The world 
is not just dumbly there, the 
world is intelligibly there. 
Einstein found stunning in-
telligibility in the cosmos. 
Atheists say ‘I don’t know 
why the world is so math-

ematically complex, it just is.’ 
But there is a great grounding 
intelligence that has thought 
the world into existence,” ar-
gued Barron, adding “the war 
between science and religion 
is phony. It is no accident that 
physics and science emerged 
out of Christian cultures and 
that people like Copernicus 
and Newton were trained in 
Christian universities.”
However, Barron continued, 

“science does not explain ev-
erything. Science articulates 
the dynamics of the contin-
gent world, science cannot 
explain why we exist.”
Regarding desire, Barron 

said “we have restless minds, 
a mind seeks the truth. A five-
year-old is a natural metaphy-
sician asking, ‘why? why?’, 
seeking and seeking.”
“A human mind desires the 

truth but when the truth is 
found it doesn’t stop, it wants 
to know more. We have come 
to great knowledge through 
science but it is not satisfy-
ing, because our minds want 
to know everything about ev-
erything,” said Barron.
“Our will desires the good 

and when we find the good 
we want more. We seek beau-
ty, we exalt in beauty and we 
desire beauty in all and that 
is why we are never satis-
fied, even at the best times of 
life.”
Barron referred to Rev. 

Ronald Rolheiser’s book The 
Holy Longing in which Rol-
heiser describes “a longing 
for God that cannot be found 
in this world, ” said Barron. 
“The holy longing carries us 
beyond this world to God.”
Barron closed with a ref-

erence to what St. Thomas 
Aquinas said were the four 
substitutes for God; wealth, 
pleasure, power and honour. 
“All of these things are con-
tingent,” Barron said.
“Love what Jesus loved on 

the cross and hate what Jesus 
hated on the cross.” Barron 
said.
In a question and answer 

session following his ad-
dress Barron said that the 
existence of evil in the world 
is “the only serious objection 
to God’s existence.”
He said someone asked him 

why the innocent must suffer 
and he responded that he 
didn’t know but for people 
searching for that answer 
“the quest is a holy one.”

Contributed by
James Buchok

Christian initiation is not 
the work of catechists and 
priests alone but of the 
whole community. states 
the General Directory for 
Catechesis,
“And that makes me feel 

good,” said catechist Mari-
lyn Ramier as she spoke to 
a group in Winnipeg Oct. 
24, “it’s not all my respon-
sibility.”
Raimier is the diocesan 

coordinator of catechetics 
for the Diocese of Saint 
John in New Brunswick. 
She was in Winnipeg to 
lead a day-long workshop 
entitled The Walk of the 
Catechist sponsored by the 
Archdioceses of Winnipeg 
and St. Boniface and at-
tended by about 100 cat-
echists representing both 
dioceses.
Ramier’s involvement in 

catechetical activities and 
catechist formation reach-
es extensively throughout 
Atlantic Canada. She has 
also been a member of 
parish writing teams for 
the Born of the Spirit cat-
echism series.

Ramier said the General 
Directory for Catechesis 
(GDC) released in 1997 by 
the Canadian Conference 
of Catholic Bishops, be-
gins and ends with the par-
able of the sower and the 
seed from Mark 4:3-8.
“Today’s world is hungry 

for love and we as believ-

ers are invited to sow the 
seeds of love and God will 
be the harvest, “ she said.
She compared a catechist 

to a farmer who has plant-
ed a crop knowing parts of 
the field were rough but 
other parts were rich so the 
farmer goes to bed with 
hope.
“It is a story about us as 

catechists. We tend the 
faith, we won’t see the 
outcome but we stay at it 
and when we look at our 
work we go to bed hope-
ful. It doesn’t happen all at 
once, we are called to tend 
the garden as catechists, to 
look after the seed God has 
planted.”
The church exists in order 

to evangelize, Ramier said, 
and elements of evangeli-
zation include witnessing 
and teaching.

She referred to Pope John 
Paul II speaking about new 
evangelization, “not so 
much as missionary work 
but ongoing evangelization 
always changing in our 
lives. The culture changes 

and evangelization chang-
es,” she said. “Modern 
people listen more will-
ingly to witnesses than to 
teachers and if they listen 
to teachers it is because 
they are witnesses.”

She said when she began 
as a catechist she thought 
she was taking up the role 
of a teacher. 

Archbishop James  Weisgerber with Fr. Robert Barron who spoke in Winnipeg Sept. 
30 and in Neepawa  Oct. 1.

Cathechesis is the responsibility 
of the entire community

From left, Archdiocese of  Winnipeg catechetical directors Len Ernst, West-
man Deanery, Barb Sutherland, Parkland Deanery and Marg Craddock with 
Archdiocese of  St. Boniface Coordinator of  Catechetics Koreen Hrizai and 
session facilitator, Madelyn Ramier.

‘Why it makes sense 
to believe in God’

Continued on page 4

‘We are called to 
tend the garden as 
catechists, to look 
after the seed God 

has planted.’

Nathanaelites
embark on  
a journey  

of a lifetime

In September 2009, Catho-
lics from Parishes across 

the Winnipeg and St. Boni-
face Archdiocese began an 
incredible journey. Nathanael, 
now in its sixth generation, is 
a three-year formation pro-
cess designed to facilitate 
personal and spiritual growth 
within each candidate, with 
our triune God an integral 
part of the process. Nathanael 
alumnus were on hand open-
ing weekend to welcome the 
candidates, and share encour-
agement. The words of an 
alumnus captured the spirit 
perfectly. “Dear Nathanael-
ites, you are about to embark 
on the journey of a lifetime. 
Fasten your seatbelts!”
Nathanael was initiated in 

Manitoba in 1988 making it 
one of the longest serving for-
mation programs in Canada. 
The roots of Nathanael are 
found in the vision and the-
ology of the Second Vatican 
Council. Nathanael candi-
dates, each gifted as a cre-
ation of God, are called to a 
unique relationship according 
to those gifts and talents. The 
importance of service to the 
poor, marginalized and suf-
fering is especially empha-

Continued on page 4
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Archbishop Weisgerber to speak on ‘Year for the Priest’
“As part of our year-long celebration of the Year for the Priest, I will be offering, throughout the Archdiocese, a 

refl ection on the theology and spirituality of the Ordained Priesthood since Vatican II. My refl ections will take place 
in the context of a service of Evening Prayer. It is my hope that as many parishioners as possible will attend the cel-

ebration nearest to them. The evenings will conclude with a reception and fellowship.”

The following parishes will be hosting evenings:
Monday, November 30 at 7:30 p.m. St. Augustine’s Parish, Brandon

Tuesday, December 1 at 7:30 p.m. St. Michael’s Parish, Gimli
Sunday, December 13 at 7:00 p.m. St. Viator’s Parish, Dauphin

Monday, December 14 at 7:00 p.m. St. Mary’s Cathedral, Winnipeg

Churches are there 
when disaster strikes

Faith congregations 
should prepare for a 

disaster because they are 
among the fi rst and best 
responders when wide-
spread tragedy strikes, 
says a member of the 
Manitoba Inter-
faith Council.
“Faith-based 

organizations 
are there early 
and for the long 
term,” said Tom 
Faulkner who is 
also the direc-
tor of the Ridd 
Institute for Re-
ligion and Public Policy 
at the University of Win-
nipeg.
Faulkner spoke at the 

university Sept. 29 en-
couraging congregations 
to join a network of dif-
ferent faith traditions that 
would help government 
and relief organizations 
during a disaster. 
In a sudden disaster “the 

government isn’t really 
there,” said Faulkner
Faulkner said after Hur-

ricane Katrina hit New 
Orleans in August 2005, 
shelter provided by the 
government and the Red 
Cross, which works under 
government authority, was 
a failure and in the weeks 
to follow the United States 
Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency was criti-
cized for its slow response 
to the disaster.
Meanwhile faith-based 

organization responded 
quickly with more than 
half of the congregations 
in New Orleans actively 
providing care for their 
neighbours. Faulkner said 
the Red Cross provided 
shelter for 3,000 to 7,000 
people while congrega-
tions housed 11,000 to 
12,000 people “and this 
was without a plan. The 
faith-based organizations 
went into action faster 
because there is less red 
tape.”
“Congregations have 

spaces, such as halls, and 
washrooms and their peo-
ple are right there in the 
neighbourhood, they are 
there before disaster re-
lief,” Faulkner said.
Faulkner said in trau-

matic times spiritual and 
psychological care can 
be provided by clergy 
members and trained lay 
people. 
He said studies by the 

Disaster Research Cen-
tre at the Univer-
sity of Delaware 
showed that after 
9/11 people who 
call themselves non-
believers sought 
counselling from a 
clergy member over 
a psychologist by a 
ratio of fi ve to one. 
Faulkner sug-

gested that congrega-
tions hold discussions 
to investigate the kind 
of assistance they could 
provide and asked that 
interested groups con-
tact the Manitoba Inter-
faith Council to discuss 
joining a disaster relief 
network.
“If you prepare you’re 

in a much better position 
to help,” he said.

Contributed by
James Buchok

The future  o f  care
The future  o f  care

Tom Faulkner
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A recent  presentation 
on Theology of the 

Body for Teens was held 
at St-Lazare Church in 
St. Lazare, Man. and has 
opened the eyes of many of 
the youth and youth leaders 
within our archdiocese.  
It was an awesome event 

with more than 35 youths 
from a number of parishes.
The Theology of the Body 

for Teens program is di-
vided into 12 unique seg-
ments that presents topics, 
God and sex, and “marries” 
them through Pope John 
Paul II’s compelling vision 
for love and life.
How far is too far?  How 

can teens remain pure in our 
oversexed culture? What is 
the difference between chas-
tity and abstinence? What is 
love and what is lust? Why 
did God give us our sexual 
desires?  We covered each 
one of these questions us-
ing a mix of stories, real-life 
examples, activities, prayers, 
and references to the culture 
that teens understand.

TOB  helps our youth un-
learn some of the misguided 
teachings of modern culture 
and will provide them with 
the very key to life, the key 
to happiness and peace. 
It will help them to dis-

cover the ultimate purpose 
for which God created them 
which is communion with 
Him.
With all that teens face in 

today’s world, this study is 

a must.  I could not recom-
mend it more highly! This 
message will only strengthen 
and empower young people 
to be the best they can be to 
themselves, their families, 
those they date, and their 
friends. We all need morals, 
values and principles in our 
lives and this helps us to do 
that .
Thanks to everyone who 

took the time to organize and 

participate in this event.  It 
was awesome!

 Contributed by 
Amanda Simard
For more information about 
hosting the Theology of the 
Body for Teens in your par-
ish, contact Jim Farthing
A Wing and A Prayer, Bran-
don, MB   204-728-2603 
or  1-888-925-5656. e-mail: 
farthing@mts.net

Teens from a number of  parishes in Westman Deanery met at St-
Lazare parish to study and discuss Theology of  the Body.

Archdiocese of Winnipeg

Invites applications for the position of 

DIRECTOR OF HUMAN RESOURCES 
Duties to commence February 2010 

The Archdiocese of Winnipeg coordinates activities for and provides central and pastoral 
leadership to its over 90 parishes and missions, to schools and other institutions across 
southwest Manitoba. 

The Director’s major areas of responsibility are:
� To develop policy; direct and coordinate human resource activities such as 

employment, compensation, labor relations, benefits, training and employee 
services; 

� To continue implementing the Safe Environment Policy of the Archdiocese, 
including providing training and managing records as required by law or 
governing bodies; 

� To be a resource for the Archdiocese and individual institutions. 

The successful candidate will have: 
� A minimum of three years of related experience; 
� An undergraduate degree, preferably specializing in human resources; 
� An equivalent combination of education and experience may be considered,                            

and;
� A Certified Human Resources Professional (CHRP) designation is desirable. 

Please submit a current resume in confidence by December 18, 2009 to:    

Search Committee 
1495 Pembina Highway 

Winnipeg, MB   R3T 2C6 
Email: chancellor@archwinnipeg.ca 

We thank all applicants; however, only those selected for an interview will be contacted. 

Westman youth gather for Theology of the Body

The Fr. Robert Barron 
presentations 

are available free on DVD
The recent presentations by Fr. Robert 
Barron in the Archdiocese of  Winni-
peg are now available on DVD on an 

on-loan basis from the Catholic Centre, 
Archdiocese of  Winnipeg, 1495 Pem-
bina Hwy. Fr. Barron’s presentations: 

‘Why it makes sense to believe in God,’ 
‘The role of  the baptized in the trans-

formation of  society’ and ‘Who is Jesus 
Christ and how do we find life in Him?’ 
are on a two-disc DVD set available to 
individuals or for group presentations. 
To arrange a loan of  the DVD set con-
tact Gisele Dorge at the Catholic Centre 

(204) 452-2227, ext. 221.  
See Fr. Barron’s website at 

www.wordonfire.org

Above, Archdiocese of Winnipeg seminarian Mark 
Filips is instituted as an acolyte Oct. 21 at Sacred 

Heart School of Theology in Hales Corners, Wis. The 
Most Rev. Michael Jarrell, D.D., bishop of the Dio-
cese of Lafayette, La., presided. Filips was one of six 
seminarians instituted as acolytes at the rite. Sacred 
Heart, an apostolate of the Priests of the Sacred Heart, 
is North America’s largest seminary focusing on men 
over age 30. Below are Filips and Patrick Neufeld, 
Winnipeg’s newest seminarian who is  also studying 
at Sacred Heart and was Thurifer for the service.

Seminarian instituted  
as an acolyte
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On Aug. 27 to 30 Serra 
Club held its interna-

tional convention in Omaha, 
Nebraska. The Winnipeg 
and Brandon Serra clubs 
were represented by Guy 
Coughlin, vice-president 
of the Manitoba and Sas-
katchewan areas. Guy and 
his wife Marlene found the 
four-day conference spiritu-
ally rewarding.
The guest speakers were 

most Rev. Timothy M. 
Dolan, Archbishop of New 
York who presented a key-
note address for the approxi-
mately 500 attending mem-
bers. Most Reverend Elden 
Francis Curtiss, Archbishop 
of Omaha from 1993 to July, 
2009, Most Reverend Emilio 
Carlos Berlie, Archbishop of 
Tijuana, Mexico and Rever-
end Mr. James Keating, Ph. 
D of Creighton University 
in Omaha presented topics 
related to vocations in the 
church.

Attendees at this year’s 
convention were presented 
with copies of a book en-
titled Praying for our Priests 
which includes meditations 
on the priesthood for the 
mysteries of the rosary and 
the stations of the cross.
Copies of all talks are 

available on CD and will 
be presented at upcoming 

Serra Club meetings. Any-
one wishing to hear these 
excellent presentations can 
contact Carol Maynard at 
489-1763 or Guy Coughlin 
at 488-0272 for the time and 
place.
Serra, founded in 1935 

in Seattle, Washington has 
1,130 clubs in 46 countries. 
Next year’s convention is 
scheduled for Anchorage, 
Alaska.

Contributed by
Guy Coughlin

67th International 
Serra Convention

Parishioners celebrate investiture of Msgr. Patrick Morand
Parishioners of St. Vital 

Church in Winnipeg 
filled its pews Sept. 22 to 
celebrate the investiture 
of their long-time pastor 
as he became Monsignor 
Patrick A. Morand, Hon-
ourary Prelate of His Holi-
ness.
”I consider my 49 years 

of priesthood a great gift,” 
said Morand, 75, who be-
came pastor at St. Vital in 
1978 and who has returned 
to the Diocese of London, 
Ont. where he was or-
dained.
Morand comes from a 

family of 10 children, six 
of whom became priests. 
Three of his brothers were 
in attendance, Fr. Dan 
Morand of Windsor, Ont., 
Bishop Emeritus Blaise 
Morand of the Diocese of 
Prince Albert, Sask., and 
Paul who lives in Tecum-
seh, Ont. where the Mo-

rand family is originally 
from.
Archbishop James Weis-

gerber presided at the in-
vestiture saying it was an 
evening to “honour and 
thank Msgr. Morand for 
his work at St. Vital Church 
and the parish school St. 
Maurice.” 
When Morand became 

pastor in 1978 the school 
was closed due to low en-
rollment. With his leader-
ship the school reopened 
in September 1979 with 61 
students in kindergarten to 
grade 4. The school now 
has 617 students in K-12, 
the largest enrollment of 
the 11 Catholic schools in 
the archdiocese.
Both Weisgerber and Mo-

rand drew strong connec-
tions between the investi-
ture and the current Year 
of the Priest as proclaimed 
by Pope Benedict XVI.

“A priest is called to give 
his life for the people and 
for 42 years Msgr. Morand 
has done just that,” said 
Weisgerber. “He is famous 
among the clergy for his 
dedication to the sick. He 
is an ardent teacher on the 
value of life and he has 
spent immense energy 
teaching this.” Weisger-
ber said he was always 

impressed with Msgr. 
Morand’s ability during 
communion to say “body 
of Christ” in each person’s 
language.
Morand told of his time 

as a student in Rome when 
he was able to serve at the 
parish of Ars in central 
France, where St. John 
Vianney,  the patron saint 
of parish priests, was pas-

tor in the early 1800s and 
became known as the Cure 
D’ Ars.
As part of the investiture 

Fr. Barry Schoonbaert, 
Morand’s successor as 
pastor at St. Vital church, 
offered the Presentation 
of the Candidate. Morand 
said it was he who “sent 
Barry to the seminary.”
In 1983 Schoonbaert was 

a parishioner at St. Vital 
and Morand retold how 
he asked Schoonbaert if 
he had ever consider the 
priesthood. Morand, in his 
well-known relaxed and 
humorous way said that 
Schoonbaert said “yes.”
“Well,” replied Morand 

to Schoonbaert, “ I’ve got 
an appointment for you to-
morrow with the bishop.”
Morand continued, “so he 

goes to seminary, becomes 
a priest and the next you 
thing you know he’ s tak-
ing over my church!” 
“It’s important that we 

develop a love of the 
priesthood, ” said Morand. 
“A priest needs the support 
of the people and we need 
to pray for our priests.”

Contributed by  
James Buchok

Newly-invested Msgr. Morand greets parishioners following the service.

Seminary life has changed with the times
I find you can tell people 

pretty much anything 
about life at the seminary, 
like “we do not have our 
own keys”, or “the rector 
comes to turn off our lights 
at 9:30pm”. It is not until I 
tell them a third thing, such 
as “we are usually not per-
mitted to speak, except for 
feast days and two hours on 
Sunday” that people catch 
on to the fact that none of 
the above statements are 
true.
In fact, seminary life is a 

lot different than it was for-
ty years ago. The days when 
most of the new seminarians 
were boys aged 17 or 18 are 
behind us. Don’t get me 

wrong, there are still some 
young seminarians, but most 
of them have had some form 
of college education and/or 
work experience and are in 
their twenties. I myself hope 

to turn 30 this Christmas Eve 
and there are some seminar-
ians a few years older than 
myself, even.

This leads to a more ma-
ture community in which 
we all take our responsibili-
ties. This means the rector 
will not have to make his 
rounds at 9:30pm to check 
if all the lights have been 
turned off! However, we do 
have a very skilled and holy 
formation team to help us at 
the seminary, consisting of 
six priests for the 30-or-so 
seminarians living in-house 
and the ten who are current-
ly out on internship.
To help us in our own jour-

ney towards the priesthood, 
the formation team provides 
us with several tools, such 
as a personal growth plan. 
We fill this out with our own 
goals as concretely as pos-
sible and discuss it with our 
group leader. Every semes-
ter we fill out a self-evalu-
ation, based on this growth 
plan. In a conversation with 
the rector, which follows, 
we learn of the formation 
team’s comments about and 
experiences with us, which 
in turn helps us to take more 
responsibility for our own 
lives here at the seminary.
Apart from that, there are 

several human formation 
sessions each semester and 

once a week we meet in a 
group of about eight semi-
narians to pray together 
and discuss a more spiritual 
topic with each other and a 
member of the formation 
team. Each seminarian also 
has the privilege of having 
an experienced priest as 
their spiritual director. We 
meet about once a week for 
direction and/or confession.
A good atmosphere in the 

seminary can be created 
with the help of all this, as 
well as some of the more 
obvious part of seminary 
life: daily prayer, the Holy 
Eucharist and our academic 
formation. They prepare us 
for our life of, God willing, 

service. For me, this task 
is always set before me, 
whether I am here behind 
my desk or praying in the 
chapel. It is being mindful 
of this task, which helps us 
turn off our own lights on 
time (albeit, I admit, a bit 
later than 9:30!) and make 
the best of these wonderful 
years at the seminary!

Sebastiaan Benders is a 
first year seminarian for the 

Archdiocese of Winnipeg 
studying at St. Joseph  

Seminary in Edmonton.  
His website is located at 

www.sebastiaanbenders.nl

Sebasitaan Benders

Brandon Serra Club held 
its annual appreciation 

dinner for priests, deacons 
and their wives, and reli-
gious on Oct. 21 in St. Au-
gustine’s parish square. 
More than 140 people from 

the deanery attended to hon-
our and affirm a total of 25 
priests, deacons and their 
wives, and religious sisters. 
The evening was also at-

tended by the Serra district 
governor Guy Coughlin and 
his wife Marlene and Carol 
Maynard, president of Win-
nipeg Serra. 
The theme for the evening 

was a celebration of the Year 
for the Priest. 
The mandate of Serra, the 

vocation arm of the church, 
is to pray, invite, encourage 
and affirm vocations to the 
priesthood, diaconate and 

religious life. Those in at-
tendance were reminded to 
pray for vocations in their 
own parishes and also to 
consider in what way they 
foster a sprit of discernment 
in the youth of their par-
ishes.
Rev. Kevin Smith, Director 

of Vocations for the archdio-
cese was the featured speak-
er and focused on the theme 
of the Year of the Priest and 

the call to serve. 
Fr. Kevin emphasized that 

while the call may be from 
God, it is articulated through 
the family and the church 
community. In today’s dis-
cernment process there is a 
greater emphasis than pre-
viously on how the call to 
the priesthood is to be used 
within the church commu-
nity. Fr. Kevin left us with 

the thought that vocations 
are everybody’s business 
and we should all ask our-
selves what we are doing to 
promote vocations. 
The evening ended with 

the singing of the priests 
blessing song. 

Contributed by
Beverley Hicks

Brandon 
Serra  

Appreciation 
Dinner

Rev. Kevin Smith, Director of  Vocations for the archdiocese was the fea-
tured speaker and focused on the theme of the Year of  the Priest. 
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The design of Nathanael is 
powerfully suited to spiritual 
growth. As noted by candi-
date Jennifer Waroway, “I am 
looking forward to sharing 
and learning with this Christ-
centred community.”  
Nathanael candidates, rec-

ommended by their Parish, 
are selected through an appli-
cation process that includes a 
written essay, references, and 
an in-person interview. The 
three-year commitment to 
formation involves two full 
days of classes one weekend 
a month, plus home study 
and reflection. At the open-
ing session, candidates spoke 
honestly about the challenge 
of balancing life’s many 
demands to ensure that the 
commitment to Nathanael 
was fully honoured. Candi-
dates also spoke of what they 
hope to gain from Nathanael - 
growing in our faith, contrib-
uting more deeply to Parish 
life, strengthening our Chris-

tian relationships, increasing 
our knowledge of our faith, 
sharing the good news, bring-
ing our families closer togeth-
er and experiencing our own 
blossoming.
During the first weekend of 

classes in September candi-
dates were also introduced to 
the formation team. Sr. Cathy 
Laviolette, snjm, Nathanael 
Director, leads the Spiritual-
ity component. Fr. Re- nato 
Pasinato teaches theology, Fr. 
Darrin Gurr offers Liturgy, 
and Br. Camille Légaré leads 
Scripture study. The human 
growth component guides 
candidates to connect with 
their authentic self created by 
God. Helena Fitzgerald leads 
this area, offering her own au-
thentic self and considerable 
expertise. The entire forma-
tion team is deeply skilled 
and deeply committed to 
their work. The components 
and teaching methods are su-
perb. The formation team is 

also deep of heart. Words of 
encouragement, like these of 
Fr. Ron (Renato), are gener-
ous and frequent. “The first 
day of your Nathanael jour-
ney! You are all so eager and 
opened to the challenge that 
this process presents to you. I 
am honoured to take this jour-
ney with you.”
As the sixth generation 

Nathanael journey unfolds, 
watch New Wine Press for 
continuing news. If you 
would like more information 
on the Nathanael Process, 
please call Sr. Cathy Lavio-
lette at 284-5312 or email 
cathnath@mts.net.

Contributed by
Joanne Thibault 

Nathanael Continued from page 1

The three-year commitment to formation involves two 
full days of classes one weekend a month, plus home 
study and reflection. 

“But that’s not what this is about. I was being cate-
chized as much as these children were.”
Ramier said tasks of the catechist include being a wit-

ness, storyteller, leader of prayer, a teacher, and a com-
panion of and to the Christian community.
“Usually when we think of catechists it is not so much 

what they do that stands out for us but who they are 
and how they did what they did. It is the person of the 
catechist that is central to authentic or real and living 
catechesis. People who wish to be effective catechists 
have to think about being real people of faith before 
they think about knowledge and training.”
Ramier said the GDC explains that the essential role 

of catechist “is to be a mediator.”
“He or she facilitates communication between the 

people and the mystery of God, between subjects them-
selves as well as the community,” she said, quoting the 
GDC. “Thus they ensure that their activities always 
draw support from faith in the Holy Spirit and from 
prayer. Finally, the personal relationship of the cat-
echist with the subject is of crucial importance.”
Ramier again referred to Pope John Paul II who, she 

said, wrote on the vocation of lay people in one of the 
first documents of its kind.
“All are called but some people have a special vo-

cation to be a catechist,” he wrote. “Vocation of laity 
springs from our baptism, the roots of the call always 
come through the Christian community. Ultimately it is 
the personal call of Jesus through the spirit.”

Contributed by James Buchok

Catechesis Continued from page 1

When Asma Mneina be-
gan wearing a hijab 

in high school because of her 
devotion to her Islamic faith, 
she had to explain to some of 
her closest friends that she was 
still the same person they had 
always known.
“I put it on in my senior year 

and I had to assure them I was 
not oppressed,” said Mneina, a 
Muslim and one of four young 
people from different faith tra-
ditions invited by the Manito-
ba Interfaith Council to an In-
terfaith Café Nov 10 to speak 
about how being a person of 
faith has made a difference in 
their lives.
Facilitator Lynda Trono, ex-

pressed the council’s concern 
over “increasing secularization 
of society and the devaluing of 
faith,” and that young people’s 
lives may be informed more 
by consumerism than faith and 
spirituality.
“I am immediately recog-

nized because of my hijab and 
what people have heard or read 
causes stereotyping and it is in 
this way, with dialogue, that we 
can eliminate the stereotypes,” 
Mneina said. “The hijab is one 
more step in my worship, such 
as praying five times a day or 
fasting during Ramadan.”
She said the Koran teaches 

“God created us equal male 
and female that you may know 
each other.”
“I was raised here, I’m accent 

free, English is my language 
but none of that shines through 
the head scarf.”  She said such 
an outward expression of her 

Islamic faith “is all about being 
reasonable and how you can 
handle it personally.”
Dorian Zaharia, a member of 

Winnipeg’s Unitarian Church 
explained that Unitarians don’t 
all share the same beliefs but 
share a set of principles drawn 
from the Bible, Koran, Torah 
and other sources and other 
histories.
“My guiding force is that we 

affirm and promote respect for 
all human beings,” said Zaha-
ria. “My faith is that we can 
come together and live in har-
mony. To me faith is how I take 
those values and live them.”
Zaharia said he came to the 

Unitarian church in the first 
grade “and we learned a lot 
about other faiths and how 
we can draw a lot from other 
faiths.”
“There is a lot of apathy 

drawn from modern culture,” 
he said. “People who do not 
have a religion may be more 
open to apathy.”
Bre Woligroski, an Anglican, 

said she had always taken faith 
for granted “as a part of me.”
“There is a deep knowledge 

in me that there is a God and 
that the physical world is not 
everything. There is a connec-
tion between everything and 
things like poverty or affluence 
just don’t make sense,” said 
Woligroski.
She described being with her 

ill mother in hospital. “It’s not 
just me and my mom in that 
room. God and Christ as I un-
derstand them are present and 
no matter what the next mo-
ment might bring all will be 
well.”
Eyal Kraut, who participates 

at an orthodox synagogue by 
teaching bar mitzvah lessons 
but also attends a conservative 
synagogue, describe himself as 
a Jewish person who is “some-
where between the two.”
Kraut was once with a group 

of volunteers in Thailand, a 
part of the world that he ex-
pected to be “very not-Jewish” 
yet he met a group speaking 
Hebrew and was able to attend 
their chabad and join them for 
a traditional dinner. He said 
the experience reinforced  “a 
strong sense of community 
with Jewish people around the 

world.”
He described Judaism as “one 

God ruling the world and he 
has given us the Torah to fol-
low in all aspects of life.”
Kraut says he observes the 

Shabat, which is time devoted 
to God between Friday at sun-
down and Saturday evening 
during which many activities 
are prohibited and three festive 
meals are shared, beginning 
with dinner on Friday.
“These kinds of rules add to 

self-control. You think about 
what you’re doing more of the 
time and it makes me more of 
a conscientious person.”
Kraut says Judaism also 

teaches the importance of do-
ing well for others and “work-
ing toward a greater good in 
the world.”
“As a science student,” he 

said, “the more I learn about 
the intricacies of the body, or 
a cell, the more I believe there 
has to be a plan.”

Contributed by 
James Buchok

From left, Asma Mneina, Dorian Zaharia, Eyal Kraut and Bre Woligroski.

Youths
speak of 

importance 
of faith in 
their lives

The St. Charles School 
Terry Fox School Run/

Walk day was quite the event 
this year.  

Our school assembly 
was highlighted by our spe-
cial guest speaker, Mr. Paul 
Rosen, Team Canada’s Gold 
paralympic medalist.  

Mr. Rosen described his 
incredibly inspirational story 
in great detail with passion 
and enthusiasm to the chil-
dren, delivering and instill-
ing in them a great message, 
one of determination, over-
coming adversity, and al-
ways working towards one’s 
dream. 

The children were then en-
couraged to think about sim-
ilarities between Mr. Rosen’s 

story, and that of Terry Fox,  
there were many.   

The children also deco-
rated paper shoes, which 
they hung up on the gym 
walls, which were dedicated 
to someone they know who 
has been affected by cancer. 

Mr. Creed’s art students 
created a large paper mache 
shoe which was used to col-
lect donations, and which 
was signed by Mr. Rosen. 

The students then went on 
a community walk/run and 
were treated to freezies af-
terwards to cool down from 
the September heat. All in all 
a great day!

Contributed by 
Mr. Dominik Vann

Terry Fox run  
an extra special one  
at St. Charles School

Phys Ed. teacher Mr. Dominik Vann, left, with 
Mr. Paul Rosen and a paper mache shoe cre-
ated by students to collect donations towards 
cancer research, and which was autographed 
by Mr. Rosen, Team Canada’s Gold paralympic 
medalist.  
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Archdiocese of Winnipeg Annual Financial Report
Dear sisters and brothers,

Each year it is an honour 
to present our Financial 

Report.  The report speaks 
of your generosity, not only 
to our local church, but also 
to the church in Canada and 

througout the world.  We 
have been blessed in abun-
dance and our response to 
live generously speaks vol-
umes about our faith com-
mitment.
 We are blessed to have a 

very fine Finance Council 

who advise me in the man-
agement of the financial re-
sources of the Archdiocese. 
Coupled with the members 
of our finance department, 
the diocese is very well 
served by these committed 
individuals.

 The report we are present-
ing today reflects the finan-
cial situation of the Archdi-
ocese on June 30, 2009.  As 
you study this report, if you 
have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact 
our Financial Administra-

tor, Rene Bouchard at 478-
3203.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

+V. James Weisgerber
Archbishop of Winnipeg

We are pleased to pro-
vide this report on 

the operating revenues and 
expenditures of the Roman 
Catholic Archiepiscopal 
Corporation of Winnipeg 
for the fiscal year ended 
June 30, 2009. 
The accompanying State-

ment of Operations, which 
is drawn from the audited 
financial statements of the 
Corporation, summarizes 
sources of revenue and lists 
the program areas and ser-
vices provided to the par-
ishes and missions of the 
Archdiocese of Winnipeg.

Revenues
The annual Sharing God’s 

Gifts Appeal and parish as-
sessment continue to gen-
erate the major portion 
of archdiocesan funding. 
Combined contributions to-
taled $2,053,000 in 2009, 
representing an increase of 
$38,000 (+2%) over 2008.
Donations, grants and be-

quests totaled $199,000 in 
2009, for an increase of 
$6,000 (+3%) over the pre-
vious year. 2009 revenue in-
cluded special grants direct-
ed towards Westman First 
Nations outreach, religious 
education in the Parkland 
and Westman deaneries and, 
through Micah House - the 
Archdiocesan Office of So-
cial Justice, the production 
of The Way We See It, a vid-
eo in support of individuals 
and their families who live 
with mental illness.
During the year, the Corpo-

ration recovered a $120,000 
loan that had been provided 
to another Canadian diocese 
in 1999.
Interest and investment 

income totaled $87,000, 
compared to $202,000 in 
the previous year. This 57% 
reduction reflects lower 
short-term interest rates in 
2009 (income decreased by 
$66,000), as well as the im-
pact of equity market fluc-
tuations on archdiocesan 
investments (income de-
creased by $49,000).
Other revenue sources re-

mained relatively stable in 
comparison to the previous 

year.
In total, revenues for 2009 

equaled $2,698,000, for an 
increase of $32,000 (+1%) 
from 2008.

Expenditures
 Expenditures for pas-

toral and support services 
totaled $1,085,000, com-
pared to $1,175,000 in the 
previous year. This decrease 
of $91,000 (-8%) is mainly 
reflected in the areas of re-
ligious education (reduced 
staffing hours), the marriage 
tribunal (internal reorgani-
zation) and the diaconate 
and lay formation program 
(the result of a “hiatus” year 
for lay formation). Offset-
ting in part are increased 
expenses in such areas as 
Youth and young adult, as 
the result of the renewal of 
this ministry, and Social jus-
tice, due to costs associated 
with the mental health video 
described above.
Chancery and archdiocesan 

administration expenditures 
decreased by $149,000 to 
$564,000 in 2009 (-21%). In 
addition to costs associated 
with the offices of the Arch-
bishop and the Moderator 
of the Curia, these expenses 
include salaries and benefits 
related to the Chancery’s 
secretarial, accounting and 
financial management func-
tions. Also included are 
such items as communica-
tion costs, office supplies 
and travel.
Priests’ pension and other 

support totaled $462,000, 
compared to $282,000 in 
2008 (+64%). The increase 
mainly reflects additional 
contributions to the priests’ 
pension plan, as part of the 
Archdiocese’s program to 
fund the existing pension 
shortfall.
Other major items include 

mission support, building 
operations and Conference 
of Bishops. Support to home 
missions in 2009 increased 
by $42,000 to $243,000 
(+21%). Conversely, build-
ing expenses decreased by 
$37,000 to $99,000 (-27%) 
due to a reduction in repair 
and maintenance costs from 

the previous year. The an-
nual funding provided to the 
Canadian Catholic Confer-
ence of Bishops remained 
relatively stable at $41,000 
for 2009 (-3%).
Total expenditures equaled 

$2,543,000 in 2009, for a 
decrease of $64,000 (-2%) 
from 2008.

Results
These operating activities 

resulted in an excess of rev-
enue over expenditures of 

$155,000. Of this amount, 
$45,000 was used to fund 
capital asset purchases dur-
ing the year, including im-
provements to a rectory in 
one of the mission areas of 
the Archdiocese. The re-
mainder of the surplus was 
added to the operating fund 
balance.
 The comparative sur-

plus for 2008 was $59,000, 
which was applied towards 
$86,000 in capital expendi-

tures in that year. 
Concluding Comments
The Archdiocese of Win-

nipeg, its parishes and mis-
sions once again express our 
gratitude and recognition 
to all who contribute their 
time, skills and resources. 
It is through your continued 
generosity that we may offer 
these various programs and 
services in response to the 
needs of the Church in our 
communities.

2009 Financial Highlights

Most Reverend  
V. James Weisgerber
 
Reverend  
W. Richard Arsenault
Mr. Rene Bouchard
Mrs. Silvia de Sousa
Mr. Charles Henaire
Reverend Msgr.  
D. Ward Jamieson
Mr. Ralph Piasta
Mr. Guy Prefontaine
Mr. Bruce Ward
Mrs. Geraldine Willcock 
(Chair)

Archdiocesan 
Finance 
Council

Roman Catholic Archiepiscopal Corporation of Winnipeg
Operating Fund

Statement of Operations
For the Year Ended June 30, 2009

2009 2008
$  $  

Revenues
Annual appeal (Sharing God's Gifts) 1,543,537 1,525,245
Parish assessment 509,018    489,240    
Donations, grants and bequests 198,813    192,897    
Debt recovery 120,000    -           
Administration fees and other 96,871      100,198    
Interest and investment income 86,624      202,298    
Catholic schools assessment 70,717      68,505      
Workshops, conferences and program income 36,469      39,918      
Deferred contributions 19,810      29,014      
Tribunal fees 15,687      18,203      

Total revenues 2,697,546 2,665,518

Expenditures
Pastoral and support services

Catholic schools 163,054    158,808    
Religious education 139,230    177,144    
Marriage tribunal 119,704    153,557    
Chaplaincy 99,310      118,914    
Stewardship 81,035      76,544      
Pastoral services 72,169      70,410      
Human resources 68,891      77,904      
Youth and young adult 63,274      23,100      
Communications 62,117      59,827      
Social justice 57,403      41,080      
Diaconate and lay formation programs 36,948      75,329      
Diocesan celebrations and other 32,806      18,597      
Diocesan Pastoral Renewal 21,273      21,533      
Other diocesan program expenditures 21,169      30,435      
Diocesan insurance program 14,401      28,014      
Ecumenism 13,864      3,110        
Diocesan conferences 9,720        24,733      
Archives 8,179        16,097      

Total pastoral and support services 1,084,547 1,175,136
Chancery and archdiocesan administration 563,634    713,107    
Priests' pension, professional development and care 461,792    281,551    
Mission support 242,820    200,772    
Building operations 99,003      135,768    
Conference of Bishops 40,738      41,904      
Banking and investment fees 33,049      33,322      
Professional fees 17,157      24,819      

Total expenditures 2,542,740 2,606,379
      

Excess of revenues over expenditures 154,806    59,139      

Revenues Expenditures

Archdiocese 
of Winnipeg 

Fast Facts
 
Catholic population  

155,000

 Deaneries -  6
Parishes  -  68
Missions - 23

Reduced Service 
Churches - 9

 Diocesan Priests  
(including retired 

Priests) - 64
Religious Priests - 26

Deacons - 19
Seminarians - 4

Brothers - 1
Sisters - 115

Baptisms - 1644
First Communions 

- 888
Confirmations - 1075

Marriages - 358
Christian Initiation 

of Adults - 70
Funerals - 787

 Parish Schools - 7
Schools run by 

religious orders - 2
Number of students in 

all schools - 3,262

Number of children in 
Cathechetics 

- 3,900

Deaneries and parishes  

Priests and Religious 

The Sacraments

Catholic Schools 

Cathechetics 

Special Collections

2009 2008

Development and Peace * 120,000      134,000      

Holy Lands 66,000        52,000        

Evangelization of Nations 30,000        37,000        

Papal Charities 18,000        30,000        

Int'l Eucharistic Conference 12,000        23,000        

Total 246,000$    276,000$    

* includes Share Lent and disaster relief
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Over the last few months Our Place / Chez Nous, 
the little drop-in center at Main and Higgins has 

experienced life….in all its varied forms.
In the spring we began having increasing problems 

with aggressive “sniffers” in the afternoon. To ad-
dress this unacceptable situation Chez Nous closed in 
the afternoons. At present two of the men who con-
tributed to the problem are no longer in the neigh-
bourhood; one is in jail and the other is in a treatment 
program out of the city. In mid October we reopened 
in the afternoon for a four week trial. So far, every-
body is trying to make this happen and it’s working 
out fairly well.
In June, as part of the redevelopment of Main street, 

two derelict buildings next door to us were torn 
down. With heavy rains and gutters plugged water 
built up on the roof and eventually began to flow into 
our main hall. Thank goodness we had moved all our 
furniture to the basement in anticipation of a carpet 
cleaning during the summer break.
All is not gloom and doom though. We were able 

to have another outing at Bird’s Hill Park for our 
year ending, thanks to Daniel McIntyre and Vincent 
Massey Colligates. These two schools participate in 
the Youth in Philanthropy Program and contributed 
to our summer outings. You need to see the faces 
of people who live in a concrete environment when 
they get out into the wide open spaces where there is 
grass. They love it.
Last spring and this fall, we were blessed to get five 

new volunteers: Glicaria, Christine, Lucette, Dean 
and John. Volunteers are a lot like donations of food, 
clothing and cash….they’re sought after, appreciated 
and put to work! They supply the heart that keeps 
Chez Nous alive.
We survive on the generosity of a few parishes in the 

Archdioceses of Winnipeg and St. Boniface and on 
the generosity of individuals. We have no income at 
Our Place/Chez Nous. These parishes and individu-
als who contribute financially also contribute to our 
clothing and food needs. They take care of our physi-
cal/material needs. They are great!
Special thanks go to Father Mark and the Social 

Concerns Group at St. Paul the Apostle Church who 
provided us with a new washer and dryer and contrib-
uted to some renovation work that needed to be done. 
What a gift that has been for us!
Our Christmas dinner will be held on Dec.14. We 

have a non traditional meal at Christmas, which gives 
these folks a taste of food they don’t get a chance to 
eat very often, and they love it. Our Lady of Victory 
Parish generously sponsors this dinner.  If you wish 
to make a donation to the Christmas gifts, it would be 
much appreciated.
That’s a glimpse of life at Chez Nous. Good and car-

ing people support us; disadvantaged, challenged, de-
prived and totally loveable and beautiful people use 
Our Place / Chez Nous; good and caring volunteers 
make this a very special place…and we have fun do-
ing it!  

Contributed by Larry Stuart 
Executive Director
Our Place/Chez Nous

What’s new at 
Chez Nous

To foster a deeper un-
derstanding of justice 

and peace among young 
people the Sisters of the 
Holy Names of Jesus and 
Mary (SNJM) Justice and 
Peace Network sponsored 
the gathering of students 
and faculty from Holy 
Names schools in Canada, 
the United States and Af-
rica at St. Mary’s Academy 
in Winnipeg in July.
The purpose was to build 

a sense of connection and 
community and learn more 
about the corporate stand 
the SNJM community is 
taking on such issues as 
water rights, human traf-
ficking and the realities of 
HIV/aids in Africa. The 
goal was also to help the 
young people go back to 
their schools and live the 
corporate stands more 
intentionally and along 
with the charism of SNJM 
foundress Blessed Marie 
Rose.
‘Genesis…In the begin-

ning’ was the name of the 
experience that gathered 
the students and adults 
from Oakland, Calif. (Holy 
Names High School), Port-
land, Ore. (St. Mary’s Acad-
emy), Seattle, Wash. (Holy 
Names Academy), Quebec 
City (College Durocher), 
Lesotho, and Winnipeg (St. 
Mary’s ‘Academy). This 
group of 29 participants 
were welcomed, guided, 
entertained, and embraced 

by the Manitoba Province 
of SNJM Sisters and As-
sociates, and St. Mary’s 
Academy alumnae, staff 
and students.
The experience began 

long before they actually 
gathered after a conversa-
tion took place among the 
members of the SNJM Jus-
tice and Peace Network. 
Joy Beauchamp, an SNJM 
associate and member of 
the network, suggested 
bringing the young people 
together to help them learn 
and grow in their under-
standing of the SNJM cor-
porate stands. The network 
continued the conversations 
and the dream came true.
Each day consisted of 

prayer, service, learning 

and community. Partici-
pants learned about the his-
tory and evolution of the 
Justice and Peace Network 
and the corporate stands. 
Teams were assigned to a 
work site where they would 
go daily and share their 
gifts. Each evening the cor-
porate stand was explored 
through stories, presenters, 
drama or media and all of 
the learning was infused 
with prayer, music and ritu-
als. 
The participants also had 

an opportunity to share 
how the corporate stands 
are currently being ad-
dressed in their schools. To 
assist them with bringing 
this experience home, they 
were given time to reflect 

and discuss how commit-
ments can be introduced or 
realigned in their school. 
The week ended with the 

woman who had the vision, 
Mother Marie Rose, the 
Foundress of the Congrega-
tion. We heard the story of 
the call she received from 
God, her response to the 
call and our role in continu-
ing to keep the vision and 
mission alive in our schools 
and our lives. 
In Genesis Chapter 1 God 

looked at what was done 
and saw that it was good.

Contributed by  
Michelle Garlinski,  
Director of Campus Minis-
try at St. Mary’s Academy.

Holy Names 
sisters and 
students 
gather to 

take a stand

The simplest gesture can make a world of difference
Jamie Matwyshyn is 

a parishioner at Holy 
Rosary Church. currently 
providing ESL lessons and 
facilitating teacher tranin-
ing sessions to refugees in 
Dzaleka refugee camp in 

Malawi in southeastern Af-
rica. Jamie left for Malawi 

on Sept. 4.

At the end of a long day, 
when classes are over, 

questions are answered and 
conversations few, I walk 
alone down the long dirt 
road away from the voca-
tional school to a place I’ve 
come to know as my sec-
ond home. 
Most days I’m greeted 

by people along the way, 
and often engage in con-
versation with those rest-
ing outside my quarters. 
Other days, I’m greeted by 
the beats of percussion and 
beautiful harmonic voices 
echoing through the Catho-
lic Church next door. I’ve 
come to find my day isn’t 
complete until I’ve woven 
through the people to the 
very end of the road, and 
surprisingly, have learned 
the same is true for many 

refugees living in this 
camp. 
Challenges are plenti-

ful here, but over the past 
couple of weeks one in par-
ticular has been brought to 
my attention. Though refu-
gees have access to limited 
food stuffs, water and other 
amenities many feel one 
of the greatest challenges 
is the overwhelming feel-
ing of despair as each day 
rolls seamlessly into the 
next. Many describe their 
lives as an imprisonment 
with no foreseeable future. 
However, I have learned 
that the smallest of gestures 
can counter this feeling and 

bring life back to those who 
feel they’ve lost it. 
After frequenting the 

market for food items, I ar-
rived home with a surprise 
greeting from a refugee 
who’d been awaiting my 
return. I hoisted myself 
up on the small concrete 
ledge and asked with a 
smile, “How are you do-
ing today, I haven’t seen 
you in a while?” After ex-
changing news of the day 
he bravely asked for my as-
sistance with a project he is 
planning to begin but also 
very boldly expressed that 
he loved me. He told me I 
should ask him “why,” so I 
did. He replied:
“I have seen you walk 

among the people. Some 
people come to the camp 
and we say hello to them 
but they simply say ‘hi’ 
and rush on their way. You 
don’t do that though, you 
talk to the people. You can’t 
know how much that is ap-
preciated. There is nothing 
for us here, it is like a pris-
on. So, when you talk to us 
it makes us very happy, it 
makes us feel good again.” 
The simplest gesture 

– shaking hands and taking 
a moment to ask someone 
about their day – is some-
how creating a wave of 
hope among many people I 
come into contact with on a 
daily basis. 
While they understand my 

designated role in the camp 
is to teach, many find com-
fort in that which is undes-
ignated: the time, kindness 
and care taken to remind 
people that they’re worth 
that moment; that the Jesuit 
Refugee Service workers 
are here to work with them, 
to talk with them and to 
walk among them.  This is 
touching peoples’ lives and 
giving them back a sense of 
dignity and honour many 
haven’t felt for some time.
A big thank you to Holy 

Rosary Parish and the many 
others who have helped 
to morally and financially 
support me in this endea-
vour; your blessings and 
prayers continue to encour-
age me to work faithfully 
among those refugees with 
the greatest need of such 
support.

Jamie Matwyshyn

A group of 29 participants from Canada, the U.S. and Africa took part in the 
SNJM Justice and Peace gathering in Winnipeg.

We were able to have 
another outing at Bird’s 

Hill Park for our year 
ending, thanks to Daniel 

McIntyre and Vincent 
Massey Colligates. 

These two schools par-
ticipate in the Youth in 
Philanthropy Program 
and contributed to our 

summer outings. 
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December 1       7:30 Year For the Priest Evening Prayer, St. Michael’s Parish, Gimli

December 3       2:30 Council of  Priests Meeting, Catholic Centre, Winnipeg

December 4       6:00 Culture of  Life Dinner, Caboto Centre, Winnipeg

December 6       3:00 100th Anniversary of  the Diocese of  Crookston , Crookston, Minnesota

December 9       3:00 Archdiocesan Finance Council, Catholic Centre, Winnipeg

December 12     12:00 Mass, House of  Peace, Winnipeg

December 13     10:45 Mass of  Rededication of  Our Lady of  Guadalupe Church, Sandy Bay

     7:00 Year For the Priest Evening Prayer, St. Viator’s Parish, Dauphin

December 14     7:00 Year For the Priest Evening Prayer, St. Mary’s Cathedral

December 16     10:00 Ecumenical Bishops’ Meeting , Winnipeg

December 18     6:00 Knights of  Columbus State Council Dinner, Winnipeg

December 25     12:00 Midnight Mass, St. Mary’s Cathedral

December 28-31 Rise Up Youth Gathering, Delta Hotel/St Mary’s Cathedral, Winnipeg

December 31     5:00 New Year’s Eve Mass with the Spanish Community, St. Ignatius Parish,  

       Winnipeg

Pope Benedict XV1 
has designated June 

2009 to June 2010 as a 
Year for the Priest. The 
Holy Father is calling 
all of us to a deeper 
reflection on and ap-
preciation for the role 
of the priest within the 
Christian community. 
It is almost fifty years since the Second Vatican 
Council (1962-65), a council through which the 
Holy Spirit is calling all of the Church to a deeper 
understanding of itself and a new relationship to 
the world.

For almost 500 years the Catholic Church was 
living very much in reaction to the Protestant Ref-
ormation. The meaning and exercise of the or-
dained priesthood was at the heart of the protest. 
Catholics began to emphasize precisely what Prot-
estants were contesting and a somewhat lopsided 
vision of the Church and the priesthood resulted. 
Vatican II was an effort to return beyond these con-
troversies to the earlier days of the Church.

The Council clearly teaches that Jesus is the one 
and only priest, He is the only mediator between 
God and humanity. Through baptism all of us be-
come one with Christ and therefore we share in His 
priesthood. We are called to make our lives spiritu-
al sacrifices as we approach God and each other in 
sacrificial love. Those we call priests are ordained 
to assist the baptized in this task and mission. So 
the people are not there to help the priest with his 
work, but rather the priest is ordained to assist the 
baptized in their work of bringing God’s Kingdom 
into the world.

This new vision is very challenging for us and 
so the Holy Father is asking the whole Church to 
spend this year in prayer, reflection and discussion 
on this important matter which is a challenge to 
both priests and the baptized.

In this time before Christmas we will gather in 
various parts of the Archdiocese to spend an eve-
ning praying and reflecting on this great matter. Let 
us do this with great hope and enthusiasm.

The Archbishop’s Message

Year for the Priest

+V. James Weisgerber 
Archbishop of Winnipeg

Archbishop Weisgerber’s Schedule  

Annual  
Interfaith 

Peace Prayer 
gathering

Archbishop Weis-
gerber gathered 

with spiritual 
leaders and follow-
ers of many faiths 

for the Annual 
Interfaith Peace 
Prayer gathering  
Sept. 19 at Our 

Lady of Perpetual 
Help Parish Hall. 
Representatives 
of the Sikh, Sai 

Baba, Hindu, Hare 
Krishna, Unitar-

ian,  Metis and First 
Nations communi-
ties were among 
those in attend-

cance. The theme 
for the evening was 
Draw Closer to the 
Golden Rule: The 
Sacred Circle in 
Mercy, Compas-

sion, Love, Forgive-
ness, Hope, Faith 

and Justice.

In October 2005, in the Archdiocese of Winnipeg Pas-
toral Vision, Building a Church of Communion, Arch-

bishop James Weisgerber presented the Stewardship Vi-
sion for the Archdiocese of Winnipeg. “Every baptized 
person is endowed with indispensable gifts for the service 
of the Church and the world. The vision for Stewardship 
in the Archdiocese of Winnipeg is that all the baptized will 
embrace stewardship as a way of life, acknowledging God 
as the creator and giver of all that they have, and who they 
are, and ever will be. In gratitude for their many gifts, and 
in response to their baptismal call, all will be eager to share 
their gifts out of love for God, and one another.”
Parishes throughout the Archdiocese of Winnipeg are 

taking up the call of the stewardship vision, building on 
experiences throughout North America. The International 
Catholic Stewardship Council (ICSC), established in 1962 
(as the National Council for Diocesan Support Programs) 
has been a catalyst for much of this experience. The prima-
ry goal of the International Catholic Stewardship Council 
(ICSC) is to promote this concept of Christian steward-
ship. Through the years, ICSC has evolved a theology of 
stewardship that is presented as a way of life. While the 
original focus was on fund development, stewardship to-

day is comprehensive, looking at the full gamut of gifts 
– time, talent and treasure. 
ICSC began holding annual conferences in 1965 and to-

day, hundreds of delegates from around the world come 
together each year for four days of presentations, work-
shops, liturgies and major addresses. The 2009 confer-
ence, held in October in Texas revolved around the theme 
Stewardship: Living Our Baptismal Call.
St. John Brebeuf Parish in Winnipeg sent a delegate to 

the ICSC conference to learn about approaches that could 
be helpful to the parish in building its own stewardship ef-
fort. The conference program offered precisely the range 
and depth of information about stewardship initiatives 
throughout North America that a parish at step one would 
find valuable. An entire track of sessions was devoted to 
introducing Christian Stewardship. As a primer on stew-
ardship, the sessions offered a general introduction to the 
theology, spirituality and biblical foundations of Christian 
stewardship as well as offering a model for parish leaders 
to adapt back home. For those more advanced in their stew-
ardship efforts, there were seminar tracks devoted to rein-
vigorating parish stewardship and practical and in-depth 
topics for growing stewardship. The track Living the Pas-

toral Letter explored topics such as evangelization, liturgy 
and Christian service. There were a number of tracks for 
diocesan professionals that provided a forum to exchange 
ideas, network and build a community of practice. 
The large trade fair component featured exhibitors offer-

ing the latest in electronic fund management, fund-rais-
ing tools, books, consulting services and other supports 
for stewardship development. The best exhibits were those 
showcasing parish best practices in stewardship. Delegates 
were able to take copies of actual stewardship materials, 
packages and kits to use in their own parishes and dio-
ceses.
The highlight of the conference was the opportunity to 

talk to people on the front lines of stewardship. There was 
unbounded generosity in sharing experiences, lessons 
learned, and success stories. 
For more information about the International Catholic 

Stewardship Council visit www.catholicstewardship.org 

Contributed by 
Joanne Thibault 

International stewardship conference: Living our Baptismal Call 


