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Winnipeg hosts ﬁrst national Truth and Reconciliation event June 16-19
A message
from
Archbishop
James Weisgerber

F

rom June 16 to 19
Winnipeg will host
the ﬁrst national event of
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission.
The Commission, which
is a result of the settlement
agreement in respect to
Residential Schools, will,
over the next ﬁve years,
attempt to record the story
of the schools, of the students who attended and of
the people who managed
the schools. Obviously
this is an important initiative and one that is very
challenging, so the good
will of each and of all will
be required.

Manitoba is at a very
important crossroad of
history. I believe it is becoming clearer and clearer
to all of us that our future
demands new and creative
relationships between the
indigenous peoples and
those who came to Manitoba later.
We must develop a society and an economy
which includes the needs
and the interests of both
communities.
It is equally clear that
if we succeed Manitoba
will ﬂourish and if we
do not succeed the future

The truth of our common experiences
will help set our spirits free
and pave the way to reconciliation.
— Truth and Reconciliation Commission
of Manitoba will be very awareness and understandquestionable.
ing of our cultures and hisMany initiatives have tory. Such insensitivity can
begun, some very prom- so easily lead to racism and
ising, but so much more intolerance, to fear and reneeds to be done.
action. What we need is to
I think we all need to rec- get to know each other, our
ognize an abysmal lack of lives, our cultures and our

histories.
Such efforts require courage, risk-taking, perseverance and patience, but
there is no other road.
The Residential Schools
and their legacy are seen
by so many of the Aboriginal Peoples as a major cause of much of their
suffering.
They need to have this
story told and they need
the story to be heard. If we
are to develop real relationships, we need to begin by
listening to the story and
that is a responsibility of
every citizen of Manitoba.

We are all involved in our
history. Only truth can lead
to reconciliation and only
reconciliation can lead to a
future together.
I hope that all of us will
see the Truth and Reconciliation Commission
event as an opportunity to
learn and to reach out.
See you at The Forks!

See pages 4 and 5
for more details
about the
Truth and
Reconciliation
event at The Forks

Youth rally: ‘We choose Christ, because we choose Christ’
T
here’s nothing special
about Jesse Manibusan
said the singer, songwriter,
musician, comedian and
evangelist as he led a crowd
of youth in an inspiring
sing-along peppered with
jokes and songs ranging
from his own spiritual compositions to teen favourite
Taylor Swift’s You Belong
With Me.
Manibusan shouted, “who
is the church?” and his audience yelled back, “we
are!”
“Where is the church?”
he asked. “Everywhere!”
came the reply.
“All of us baptized, He’s
calling all of us, He’s calling each of you by your
name,” he said.
“I’m not here because I am
holier than anyone or I have
my faith totally together because I don’t. I’m here because I am lost and Christ
ﬁnds me. I am here because
I am desperate – desperate
to be alive.”
Manibusan is based in
Grapevine, Texas and appears at diocesan events
across North America. He
was a guest at a tri-diocesan
youth rally May 15 at St.
Mary’s Academy sponsored
by the Archdiocese of Winnipeg, the Archdiocese of
St. Boniface and the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy.
“We are not children anymore,” he said. “We have

grown and at some time
in our lives we choose our
faith. As we grow in faith
we must mature in faith.”
“We choose Christ not because our parents tell us to.
We choose Christ because
we choose Christ,” Manibusan said. “We were once
dipped in water and now
we are diving in.”
Manibusan stressed that
faith must be kept, whatever the circumstances.
“If things go our way, we
choose Christ. If our hearts
are broken, we choose
Christ. If our dreams come
true, we choose Christ. If
we’re lonely and confused,
we choose Christ.”
He added that it matters
not whether one is “radically Catholic or sleepily
Catholic, we choose Christ.
That’s what it means to be
alive. It is the responsibility
of every disciple.”
Manibusan related the passage in the Gospel of Mark
in which a rich young man
asks Christ how to attain
eternal life, but in the end
the man chooses his possessions over the kingdom
of God.
“Jesus told him ‘it’s not
about you, only my Father
has the keys to the kingdom.’ Jesus told him ‘you
are possessed by your possessions and by what people
think of you. You’ve got to
let it go and let me possess

take the gifts we have and
give them to others. Where
people are hurting, be the
church, that’s what it means
to be a Catholic.”
Manibusan spoke of his
own faults and his need for
God. “I can be sinful, fearful, depressed, but I also
happen to be a follower of
God and a friend of Jesus.”
Manibusan said it was his
brothers who were the intelligent, good looking and
talented ones. “It doesn’t
make sense that I am here.
Remember that Jesus will
ﬁnish the race for us. Ultimately it is Jesus who keeps
his faith in us.”
In God “there is abiding
love,” he sang “more than
you’re dreaming of.”
“Be the love of Christ in
the world,” he said. “Be
God’s abiding love.”
With the day’s closing
mass to follow, Manibusan
reminded all that God is
present in the Eucharist and
he asked, “are we present? I
have no doubt that Jesus is
really present for us.”

Jesse
Manibusan
played,
sang and
evangelized
at the
tri--diocesan
Youth Rally
May 15 at
St. Mary’s
Academy.

your heart.’ And the man
walked away but the Lord
still lovingly chose him.”
Manibusan told of when
he was younger and how he
disliked when his mother

Contributed by
James Buchok

would volunteer his singing and guitar playing to a
seniors’ home or hospital
or even a youth detention
centre. But his singing and
playing always seemed to

bring joy.
“I found out I was part of
something called the Catholic church and how important it is to share one’s
self, share one’s talents, to

See page 6
for more from the
Youth Rally and
Catholic Schools
Spirit Day
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Global peace requires local input

O

utsiders attempting to
bring peace to a land
and culture that is not their
own will do more damage
then good if they fail to
respect local resources for
peacemaking, according to
a professor from the University of Waterloo.
“If we want to enter into
peace building with people
who think differently we
need to know what peace
means for them,” says Dr.
Nathan Funk. “When we
talk about peace it’s becoming clear we are not
always talking about the
same thing.”
Funk presented a public
lecture March 23 entitled
Localizing Peace: Religious
& Cultural Dimensions of
Sustainable
Peacebuilding at the Arthur V. Mauro
Centre for Peace and Justice at St. Paul’s College in
Winnipeg.
Funk is assistant professor
of peace and conﬂict studies at Waterloo’s Conrad
Grebel University College.
He has lived in the Middle
East and South Asia, designed Internet courses on
peace and conﬂict resolution, and worked on research and training projects
for the United States Institute of Peace.
He is a member of the
board of directors for two
Canadian NGOs; Project
Ploughshares and Peacebuild: The Canadian Peacebuilding Network.
Funk said peace making
is a cultural activity and
its principles may translate
well between cultures but
peace processes may not.
He said one culture may
deﬁne peace as a negative,
for example an absence of
violence or war, while another culture deﬁnes peace
as a positive, characterized
by the presence of justice,

Dr. Nathan Funk
human rights and ecological sustainability.
“We need to appreciate
the diversity of peace and
peacemaking, ” said Funk.
“To have a chance at local
peace we need to respect
local meanings of peace.”
Funk said peacemakers
from wealthy nations often bring an attitude that “
‘the world needs more of
us.’ We have seen throughout history people ﬁlling in
the blanks with their own
solutions. Colonialism was
a period in which sincere
people thought they were
caring for people but it produced mixed results.”
Funk said there have been
many attempts at peace that
have been heavy handed
and self-serving. “Peace
from the outside is top
down,” he said.
“Local culture is seen as
a barrier rather than a resource and the locals feel
that such an effort lacks
authenticity. Peace must be
locally constructed.” Funk
said peace from the outside
acts “like a midwife, not an
engineer.”
“Locals need to be regarded as agents, not objects and outside groups
need to tap local resources,
“ Funk said. “I’m not denying that outside advice
can’t be shared but local
resources are necessary

resources that the people
already have and they are
renewable while international resources are not.
There must be recognition
of the value and skills that
are present in a culture,
the stories, histories and
the peoples’ knowledge of
their own reality.”
Funk said local peacemaking is more effective
when religion is engaged
“because religion is a key
factor in identity and culture.”
“Most words for peace
are rooted in religion,”
Funk said. “Religion informs conceptions of
peace and peace making.
It provides powerful examples and narratives. It
provides social capital,
addresses ritual and symbolic dimensions of reconciliation and offers a
way to make a peace process personal.”
Funk said religious words
for peace in different languages don’t mean exactly
the same thing but there is
overlap. “They all convey
ideas of safety, security
and just relationships.”
The Mauro Centre was
established in 2001 with
an initial donation of $1
million dollars from Arthur
V. Mauro.
In its brief history, the
centre has established a
Ph.D. Program in Peace
and Conﬂict Studies, coordinated the North American
Conﬂict Resolution Student
Exchange Program (20032007), and has organized
numerous outreach activities reaching an audience
of more than 15,000.
Contributed by
James Buchok
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Archbishop announces personnel changes in the Archdiocese of Winnipeg

“F

ollowing the consultations called
for in Canon Law, I am
pleased to announce
the following personnel
changes. These changes
will be effective on August 4, 2010 unless otherwise indicated. I am
grateful to everyone for
their generous spirit of cooperation.”
Pastors
Reverend Msgr. D.
Ward Jamieson becomes
Rector of St. Mary’s Cathedral, Winnipeg.
Reverend Yolando Gamallo becomes Pastor of
St. John Cantius Parish,
Winnipeg.
Reverend José Eduardo Medeiros becomes
Pastor of St. Paul the
Apostle Parish, Winnipeg and St. Ann’s Parish,
Winnipeg.
Reverend Mark A.
Tarrant becomes Pastor
of St. John Brebeuf Parish,
Winnipeg.
Reverend R. David Kowalski becomes Pastor of St.
Viator’s Parish, Dauphin
and Corpus Christi Parish,
Winnipegosis.
Reverend Michel Nault
becomes Pastor of St. Laurent Parish, St. Laurent,
Church of the Annuncia-

Reverend Msgr.
D. Ward Jamieson

Reverend
Yolando Gamallo

Reverend José
Eduardo Medeiros

Reverend
Mark A. Tarrant

Reverend
R. David Kowalski

Reverend
Michel Nault

Reverend Michael
Raj Savarimuthu

Reverend
Geoffrey Angeles

Reverend
Katcha Rene Digba

Reverend
Michael Koryluk

tion Parish, Woodlands, St.
Olaf’s Parish, Lundar, St.
Theresa of the Child Jesus
Mission, Lake Man and the
reduced service Mission of
St. Erik’s in Eriksdale.
Reverend Michael Raj
Savarimuthu
becomes
Pastor of St. Dominic’s Parish in Neepawa and Our
Lady of the Assumption
Parish, Carberry.

Reverend Geoffrey Angeles becomes Pastor of Sacred Heart Parish, Virden,
St. John’s Parish, Grande
Clairiere and the reduced
service Mission of Immaculate Conception in Rivers.
Administrators
Reverend Dindo Pepito
becomes Parochial Administrator of Christ the King
Parish in Stonewall, St.
Joseph’s Parish in Stony

Mountain, St. John Vianney
Mission in Teulon and the
reduced service Mission of
St. Cecilia’s in Inwood.
Reverend Katcha Rene
Digba becomes Parochial
Administrator of St. Lazare Parish, St. Lazare, St.
Mary’s Parish, Birtle and
St. Helen’s Mission, Shoal
Lake.
Reverend Wladimir Porreca becomes Parochial

Administrator of Immaculate Conception Parish,
Winnipeg.
Chaplain
Reverend Michael Koryluk becomes Chaplain at St.
Paul’s College, Winnipeg.
Thanks
A word of thanks to Sister
Alice Konefall for her service to St. Ann’s Parish in
Winnipeg; it has been much
appreciated.

F

Seminarians make diaconal promises

M

ark Filips, a seminarian from the
Archdiocese of Winnipeg, was among ﬁve
students who made
promises on the path to
diaconate ordination at
an April 12 rite at their
seminary, Sacred Heart
School of Theology in
Hales Corners, Wis.
Pictured above are, from
left, Sacred Heart President-Rector the Very
Rev. Jan de Jong, SCJ,
Deacon Eugene Murphy
of the Diocese of Superior, Wis., and diaconate
candidates Mark Filips,

Michael Wagner of the
Archdiocese of Seattle,
David Herbert of the Diocese of Lafayette, La.,
Paul Brunet of the Archdiocese of Seattle and
Christopher Kemp of the
Diocese of Superior. The
ﬁve are on track to be ordained priests in 2011.
Sacred Heart is North
America’s largest Catholic seminary focused on
men over 30.
Currently 39 dioceses
and religious orders
across the U.S. and Canada have approximately
100 men in the school’s

Sabbatical
Reverend Ceas Chmiel
continues as full-time
Chaplain at Rockwood
Institution and will be on
sabbatical from December
2010 – March 2011.
Clustering of Parishes
St. Ann’s Parish in Winnipeg will be clustered with
St Paul the Apostle Parish
in Winnipeg.

Lectio Divina: Break open the Word

ifty four participants
representing 18 parishes
attended a workshop on Lectio Divina held at Blessed
John XXIII Sat., April 24. It
was presented by Growing
in Faith Together (GiFT),
the committee for adult faith
formation in the Archdiocese
of Winnipeg.
Sr. Marie Baker, OSB explained Lectio Divina as
praying with sacred scripture and letting our Divine
Friend speak to us through
His word. Lectio is scripture
centered and involves listening to God and allowing
ourselves to be transformed
by God’s word. Following
the gospel story of the Good
Shepherd, in John:10, the
participants were led through
a process using Lectio Divina for individual prayer and
meditation.

Sr. Marie divided the participants into groups and
led them through a session
reﬂecting on Luke 8:22, “the
calming of the storm at sea.”
Millie Hemmelgarn, a
member of the GiFT committee, led the second session explaining the lectionary and layout of liturgical
cycles A, B, and C.
She offered resources containing valuable information
for those studying scripture,
RCIA, parish lectors, individuals praying with scripture or doing group study
and those grounded in social
justice wishing to enﬂesh the
gospel.

In the ﬁnal session of the
day GiFT committee member Kathy Brost introduced
the Gospels of Luke and
spoke of Luke’s background
and writing, saying that
Luke calls upon the Christian community to identify
with Jesus who is caring and
tender toward the poor and
lowly, the outcast, the sinner
and all who recognize their
dependence on God.
No gospel writer is more
concerned with the role of
the Christian disciple, the
importance of prayer, or with
Jesus’ concern for women.
In a brief survey soliciting comments on the day,
participants asked that more
sessions of this nature be offered.
Contributed by
Margaret Kingdon

program of priestly formation.
The Sacred Heart seminary is an apostolate of
the Priests of the Sacred
Heart, an international
religious order with its
U.S. Province based in
Hales Corners. For more
information on Sacred
Heart see www.shst.edu.
Contributed by
Jonathan Drayna
Director of
Public Relations
Sacred Heart
School of Theology

Baptism at St. Theresa’s in Lake Man
Parishioners of St. Theresa of the Child Jesus Church celebrated baptisms during Mass April 11. Lake Man is 190 kms northwest of Winnipeg
on Lake Manitoba. St. Theresa’s is a mission church served from St. Laurent Parish.
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Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada First National Event
June 16 to 19 at The Forks, Winnipeg

R

esidential Schools for
“Indian”, Inuit and
Métis children operated
in Canada from before
Confederation until the
1970s. They were funded
and controlled by the federal government and administered by Christian
churches and church organizations. There were 15
Indian Residential Schools
in Manitoba and several
more in Northwest Ontario
and Nunavut.
The ﬁrst schools on the

The Indian Residential Schools and their survivors

prairies were set up as a
means of helping assure
the survival of aboriginal
nations in the face of the
sudden destruction of the
bison herds. However,
by the 1880s the Canadian government made the
schools a central plank of
its policy of gradual assimilation of indigenous
peoples from coast to
coast. Although the goal
of the schools was to give
the children a European
style education, until the

“I was separated from everything
that was dear to me.”
— Residential school survivor Flora Zaharia

last years of the residential
schools era, the children
were not permitted to continue beyond Grade 8.
Many of the survivors

still carry painful scars
from their experience in
the schools.
Flora Zaharia now lives in
Winnipeg, but went to the
Catholic Indian Residential School in Cardston, Alberta. She is hoping that the
TRC events, like the one
this month at The Forks,
will be an opportunity for

What to Expect

Some Highlights

rganizers of the Truth and Reconciliation event
at the Forks describe it as a festival. They want
to create a space where Canadians can learn about the
Indian Residential Schools, meet some of the school
survivors and to celebrate Aboriginal culture. Above
all, they want everyone to be welcome, Aboriginals and
non-Aboriginals alike.
There will be more than 20 tents and venues in and
around the Forks.
In the central Commissioners’ Tent, the three commissioners and the general public will listen to former
students share their experiences of the Indian Residential
Schools. Another tent will illustrate the history of the
schools.
Other venues will showcase Aboriginal art, drama,
ﬁlms, athletic achievement and spirituality. There
will be events for children at the Manitoba Theatre for
Young People, two big concerts, a powwow and a Métis
jamboree.
The Christian churches that ran the schools are hosting
an Interfaith Tent, where people of many faiths will
reﬂect on reconciliation in their tradition. There will
also be presentations about initiatives that are promoting
healing in Aboriginal communities and reconciliation
between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal Canadians.
Most venues will be open from morning to evening.
All events, including the concerts, ﬁlms and plays, are
free!

Pipe Ceremony and Four Directions Drum
9 a.m., daily
Opening Cremony
Wed. June 16, 11:00 a.m.

O

Concert: Buffy Sainte-Marie, Blue Rodeo and more
Wed. June 16, 8:00 p.m. (Scotia Bank Stage)
Prairie Perspectives on Indian Residential Schools
Public Academic Conference
Thurs. June 17, 10:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
World premiere of of a new play
by Ojibwa playwiteIan Ross
Thursday to Saturday, 6 p.m.
(Manitoba Theatre for Young People)
Inuit Showcase: Drum-dancing and throat singing
Thurs. June 17, 7:30 p.m.
Métis Jamboree
Fri, June 18, Noon to 4 p.m.
Film: Mufﬁns for Granny
Fri. June 18 at 2 p.m. and Sat. June 19 at 7 p.m.
.
Concert: Susan Aglukark, Inez and more
Fri. June 18, 8:30 p.m. (Scotia Bank Stage)
Powwow
Sat., June 19 1 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Closing Ceremonies and Fireworks Sat., June 19 10 p.m.

Canadians “to understand
what took place in the residential schools, when it is
told by the survivors themselves.”
Unlike other former
students, Flora was not
a victim of physical or
sexual abuse. However,
she remembers the pain
of “the separation from

my parents, the separation
from my siblings, from
my home, from everything
that was important and that
was dear to me”.
She hopes that, with the
help of events like the one
planned for The Forks,
many of her fellow survivors may “ﬁnd it in their
hearts to forgive the abuse
– they may not forget everything, but at least forgive.”
Contributed by
Bro. Thomas Novak, OMI

How You Can Help
Billeting:
Several hundred former students of Indian Residential Schools and their families are expected
to come to Winnipeg for the TRC Event.
Already most hotel rooms in the Winnipeg area
are booked. Winnipeg churches have offered
to help ﬁnd billets for some of the participants.
If you would like to help out and have a spare
bedroom for a couple, or a rec room where a
small family could put down some sleeping
bags, please contact Brother Thomas Novak at
287-8583, email tnovak@mts.net

Volunteers
Volunteers are needed to help with tasks such as
driving and guiding people to the various events
around the Forks. If you would be interested
in helping out for a few days, contact Brother
Thomas Novak.

Complete event information is at

www.trc.ca

Deanery sessions provide insight into story of Canada’s ﬁrst peoples

I

magine being six years old
and taken from your family by strangers to live at a
school far away where you
are forbidden to speak your
own language and taught to
forget everything about your
home.
A group that met recently in
anticipation of Canada’s ﬁrst
national Truth and Reconciliation event in Winnipeg
June 16-19, reacted to such
a scenario with feelings of
terror, confusion, loneliness
and humiliation, which are
the same emotions expressed
by many of those who were
once forced to attend one of
Canada’s Indian Residential
Schools.
A May 13 workshop led
by Brother Thomas Novak OMI, the Archdiocese
of Winnipeg’s liaison with
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada
(TRC), explored some of the
history that led to the TRC

and considered what more
than 150,000 First Nations,
Métis, and Inuit children
might have experienced at
the schools.
The workshop was held at
Sts. Andrew and Margaret
Church in Little Britain for
parishioners in the Interlake
Deanery. Similar sessions
took place throughout the
archdiocese.
The script Novak used in
his workshop was drafted
by the churches in collaboration with Indigenous peoples
in response to the Royal
Commission on Aboriginal
Peoples
Novak asked the workshop
participants to think of a time
when they felt rejected, or a
victim of injustice, or were
made to “feel smaller.”
“Aboriginal people in this
land have been made to feel
smaller,” said Novak.
From 1820 to the 1970s, the
federal government placed

Bro. Thomas Novak, OMI

aboriginal children in one of
139 church-run residential
schools.
The Canadian government
created the Truth and Reconciliation Commission to learn
what happened in the residential schools by listening
to the stories told by survivors, their families and communities. The commission
will also examine records
held by those who operated
and funded the schools and
take the statements of former
staff members so that their

stories too may be recorded
Novak explained that before the arrival of Europeans
North America was home to
millions of people living in
distinct, self-governing societies. “They all shared one
thing in common, their relationship to the land,” Novak
said.
The ﬁrst Europeans depended on indigenous peoples for
survival and formed relationships through treaties, which
the aboriginals considered
sacred agreements. But the

Europeans saw treaties as a
means of getting indigenous
peoples to surrender their
title to the land.
Novak explained that by
the end of the War of 1812,
Europeans no longer needed
aboriginal peoples as military allies.
The Europeans began to
outnumber the indigenous
people in large part because
aboriginal peoples had no
immunity to diseases brought
by Europeans such as small
pox, measles and tuberculosis, which killed up to half
the aboriginal people alive
at the time. Some communities lost up to 90 per cent
of their members. The Europeans began to take land
from the indigenous people
through wars or by passing
new laws.
“For indigenous people,
this was a loss of a way of
life, of culture, of hope and,
in many cases, a reason to

live,” Novak said.
In 1867 The British North
America Act created the
Dominion of Canada and
placed aboriginals and lands
reserved for them under the
control of the federal government. In 1876, all laws
respecting aboriginals were
consolidated into the Indian
Act which transformed independent First Nations into
physically marginalized and
economically impoverished
bands. First Nations people
became wards of the state
and were denied basic rights
that most Canadians took
for granted. Meanwhile the
schools continued to exist for
another 100 years.
The Winnipeg event will be
an opportunity for all to tell
of their residential school experiences.
Contributed by
James Buchok
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Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada First National Event
June 16 to 19 at The Forks, Winnipeg

A message from Most Reverend Sylvain Lavoie OMI, Archbishop of Keewatin-The Pas

S

ome years ago I was
verbally accosted by
an angry First Nations man
during a pastoral visit to his
community. I had knocked
on his door and introduced
myself in Cree. When he
realized that I was a priest,
he swore at me, told me to
go run a residential school,
picked up a hockey stick
and swung it at me.
Shaken to the core by this
incident, I hoped to meet
him under different circumstances to ﬁnd out why he
was so angry. That opportunity came some years later

I

when he lay dying of cancer. With trepidation, I went
to see him. His ﬁrst comment was to say that being
sick had given him a lot of

time to think and he realized
that he had a lot of amends
to make. I wondered if he
remembered what had happened between us some
years earlier.
Suddenly he told me he
was sorry for the way he had
treated me that day. Deeply
moved, I forgave him and
apologized to him for any
harm that the Indian Residential Schools had done to
him and to others. When I
asked him the reason for his
anger, he told me that he had
lost all of his school friends
to alcoholism, suicide or

violence. All of that anger
ﬂared up when he saw me
at his door. We shook hands,
talked about the challenges
facing youth today, and I left
full of joy at the reconciliation that had taken place.
Such reconciliation is my
hope for the TRC. In fact, I
see it as a THRC – a Truth,
Healing and Reconciliation
Commission. The truth has
to be each person’s story,
heard with respect and leading to deeper understanding.
Deeper understanding becomes forgiveness when we
are willing to let go of de-

nial, revenge or punishment.
Mutual forgiveness leads to
a healing of relationships
which becomes genuine
reconciliation. That reconciliation moves forward and
forges a new restored relationship between the First
Nations people and the rest
of Canada.
It is my hope that the TRC
will provide an opportunity
for all impacted by the IRS
in any way to come forward to share their stories,
to be heard with respect, to
be willing to forgive and to
apologize where appropri-

ate, so that reconciliation
can happen. I also hope it
will be an occasion for all
who participate in the TRC
events to enter into more indepth dialogue around these
issues. The Returning To
Spirit program that I participated in some years ago was
very helpful in this regard.
Past National Chief Phil
Fontaine has repeatedly expressed the need to write the
missing chapter of our Canadian history. It is up to all
Canadians working together
to make it happen.

Observations on residential schools and our church

was asked to write a short article on this
difﬁcult, complex subject. Before I begin
sharing my personal observations however, I need to disclose from what background
they spring. I am: 68 years old; non-aboriginal;
26 year long Christian convert; active
in St. Ignatius Parish and its Social
Justice ministries;
parent of a Métisancestry daughter;
great-grandson of
a Methodist missionary who lived
John Robson
in Norway House,
and who witnessed
the treaty signing there, and told of his experience in diaries. I am a health consultant
working for the past 19 years for First Nation organizations; part of a group of Catholics who tried and failed to persuade our
diocesan leaders to issue an early apology
to the First Nations people when residential
schools legacies became public in the early
1990s. I was one of the drafters of the ﬁrst
Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs resolutions
on redress for residential school damage
and I am a friend of a number of First Nation Christians.
My own St. Ignatius Parish is known to
have amongst its members all races and levels of society. On a typical weekend’s masses
there are many face colours in our pews, but
not very many of the red (i.e. aboriginal) variety. My enquiries also suggest this applies
to most other Winnipeg parishes. Thus, it
seems reasonable that we should ask, “why
is this?” and more critically, “what should
we do about it?” My personal observations,
challenged by these questions, follow:
• The pain and disruption of residential
schools is real. If you weren’t there, think of
how your life might now be different if you
had been separated from your parents and
not allowed to speak your mother tongue
for nine months each year from age 5 to
17. Ask, if this alone might not have driven
you away from the church if the head of that
school had been a priest or a sister? If you
have the opportunity to be with a First Nation person who wants to speak of this experience, listen with an open mind and heart.
• If you are a leader in our church, attend
the Truth and Reconciliation hearings in
June. In that setting, express the church’s
sorrow for our part in the residential schools
and regrets that we did not own up to it earlier. If you are not sure if your ﬂock will
agree with your doing this, ask them and, if
needed, provide them with opportunities to
learn about this period in our church’s history.
• If you know any priests or sisters whose
life work was connected to residential
schools, listen to them also. Most did not

physically or sexually abuse the children under their care and truly believed they were
doing God’s work. We should offer them our
compassion and understanding that, like my
great grandfather, and despite the caring and
education they provided, they are now seen as
part of a corporate sin.
• It is very important that we all participate

actively in the life of our parishes and insist
that they are open and welcoming to ALL. If
some First Nation citizens actually return to
our parishes, offer them friendship and a place
of belonging as you would any other fellow
Catholics.
• If you are a First Nation Catholic, please
dare to try out our parishes and show those

you meet there that you will not be a victim,
despite your pain and anger from the past
wrongs visited upon you or your parents.
Contributed by
John Robson

Please make copies and post on
your Community Bulletin Board
Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs invites you
to learn and witness history in the making.

The First National Event on the

Legacy of the Indian
Residential School System

June 16 - 19, 2010

The Forks | Winnipeg, MB

FREE
EVENT!
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This historical event is the rst of seven National Events being held across
oss
Canada over the next ve years. This is an opportunity for the nonAboriginal public to learn about the Residential School System’s place
ce
in Canadian history. This event will also honour and support Residenntial School Survivors.
This historic event will include:
• Honouring Indian Residential School Survivors and their experiences
• Private statement-taking recounting both positive and negative
experiences
• Daily educational, cultural, and artistic activities (First Nations,
Inuit, and Métis specic activities and programming)
• Full-day children’s programming (hosted by Ma Mawi Wi Chi
Itata Centre and the Manitoba Theatre for Young People)

Who Should A�end?
• Residential School Survivors,
former sta�, and those experiencing
the intergenerational impacts

* Cultural and emotional support will be provided on-site by Resolution Health
Support Workers
* This is an outdoor event with some activities taking place under tents and will
proceed rain or shine

Truth and
Reconciliation
Commission of Canada

• The general public is welcome
and encouraged to a�end
• Parishioners of all faiths and
denominations, members of all
religious organizations,

• Secondary and post-secondary
students (children welcome)
• Community Leaders
• Educators
• Social & Frontline Workers

Supporting
Sponsor

®

For details, call Jennifer Wood at 1-877-626-6713 or
Truth & Reconciliation Commission at 1-877-796-0530
Jennifer Wood, IRS Unit Coordinator | Jerilyn Huson, IRS Admin Assistant | Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs
Toll Free: 1-877-626-6713 | Fax: 1-866-780-2188 | Email: AMC@GoToInfo.ca
This message delivered by Aboriginal Link ® - Communications for Canadian Aboriginal Peoples
®

ID 165

To be removed from this list, fax this ad with your Name & Fax Number to 1-866-418-8761 or mail to Aboriginal Link, P.O. Box 50058, 17 - 2595 Main St, Winnipeg, MB R2V 4W3
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Big events energize youth ministry

W

ho
is
the
Church?
We
are! What an incredible year in Youth Ministry! Many wonderful
events in the Archdiocese of Winnipeg occurred.
Theology on Tap
continued in the archdiocese where young
adults gathered to
grow in their faith and
meet others.
We had amazing
speakers such as Bishop Elaine Sauer; Archbishop LeGatt and
Jesse Manibusan.
These speakers truly
brought a new lens of
faith to many young
adults in a down to
earth way.
The success of the
program has seen more
young adults join in
the monthly sessions.
It is with great joy that
Theology on Tap will
continue to bring faith
to many young adults
and become a beacon
of faith in our archdiocese.
The biggest event of
the year was our Catholic Schools’ Spirit
Day and Tri-Diocesan
Youth Rally May 15
at St. Boniface Cathedral and Mat 16 at St.
Mary’s Academy.
These events rekindled the wave of youth
ministry in the Archdiocese of Winnipeg.
Over those two days
hundreds of young
people were inspired to
grow in their faith and
deepen their call to dis-

T

cipleship.
We are grateful to Jesse
Manibusan for leading
our young people on this

journey and for his music.
Thanks is also owed to
our sponsors who sup-

ported us ﬁnancially to
take on this initiative:
Ukrainian
Catholic
Women’s League of
Canada Archeparchy
of Winnipeg; Stephanchew’s Church Goods;
Ukrainian
Catholic
Brotherhood Canada
Archeparchy of Winnipeg; North Winnipeg Credit Union; and
Knights of Columbus
Manitoba State Council
#3497 and Council #
11021. Many thanks!
With the close of another year of youth
ministry,
another
chapter in the ofﬁce of
youth ministry will occur. Effective May 31
I am no longer the Director of Youth Ministry in the Archdiocese
of Winnipeg
I am happy to say that
a new Director of Youth
Ministry is expected to
be in the ofﬁce Aug.
1 and will continue to
build youth ministry in
the archdiocese.
It has been an honour
to serve in this diocese
and help build youth
ministry.
For those of you I
have met, I wish you
many blessings as you
continue to serve our
church. Thank you
for sharing your gifts
with me and know that
I keep you all in my
prayers.
Many blessings for a
safe and happy summer!
Contributed by
Elisabeth Duggan

Young people attend a Face 2 Face Retreat at
St. Augustine’s in Brandon.

Closer to the Eucharist,
closer to Christ

O

n the weekend of April
17 and 18 at St. Augustine’s of Canterbiry in Brandon, a Face 2 Face Retreat
led by Ken Yasinski and
his team inspired an enthusiastic crowd of more than
100 youth from Brandon
and surrounding parishes in
Western Manitoba.
The team led the participants to discover Christ in
the sacraments, especially
in the Eucharist and Reconciliation. Through skits,
songs, and powerful talks,
the youth were brought to
understand the richness of
our faith found in the sacraments especially the Eucharist.
Adoration on Saturday
night found the youths in
deep prayer as they surrendered themselves into the
loving arms of Christ face
to face in the Blessed Sacrament. Youth committed
themselves to Jesus, accepting him as their personal
Lord and Savior.
Rev. Dominic Yuen, pastor at Saint Augustine’s,
Rev. Michel Nault, pastor
at St. Lazare, Rev. James
Ahaneku, parochial vicar
at Saint Augustine’s, Rev.
James de Beer, pastor at St.

Jude’s in Erickson and Rev.
Michael Tkachuk of Saint
Mary’s Ukrainian Church
made themselves available
to help celebrate reconciliation.
Deacon John MacKenzie and Saint Augustine’s
prayer group prayed for
the concerns of the youth
who went to them to ask for
prayers during a session of
Prayer Ministry.
Breanne, one of the youth
participants
commented,
“It’s awesome! I feel so
blessed and renewed in my
faith. I deﬁnitely want to attend next year’s retreat.”
This event was made possible through the coordination
of the MACE sisters with
the parent organizers, Robert and Melinda Parisien,
Christine Foote, Al and
Darlene Twerdochlib, Linda
Delannoy, Bob Cey, Ramona Starko, Donna Young
and Diane Sims with the full
support of Fr. Yuen, chool
principal Betty Howell, the
Knights of Columbus and
Catholic Women’s League
of Saint Augustine’s.
Contributed by
Sr. Maybelle V. dela Cruz,
M.A.C.E.

Selkirk soup kitchen serves up
a feast of friendship

he Soup Kitchen
in Selkirk is an active place. Open Monday
through Friday from 9
a.m. until 12:45 at the Selkirk Memorial Hall, it is a
spot where people gather
for friendship and nourishment.
Three years ago, Deacon René Gauthier, chairman of the board of the
soup kitchen, felt there
was a need to expand the
program. The number of
people served on a Monday was always high, an
indication that weekends
were difﬁcult for those in
need of a noonday meal
and those living alone.

René felt that the kitchen
should be opened on Sundays and the board was in
full agreement. The plan
was to get churches in Selkirk involved in offering a
meal to the community as
an extension of Sunday’s
liturgy, “to go out and serve
our brothers and sisters.”
A presentation was made
to the Selkirk Ministerial
Group with a positive reaction. Each church would
provide food for a Sunday
meal twice a year, as well
as a team of six to prepare
and serve.
Seventeen teams signed
up and in November,
2009 the soup kitchen

was opened on Sunday
mornings from 8:30 a.m.
to noon. Since then ten
more churches, and two
families, have become involved, creating a total of
28 teams.
The catholic churches
include: St. Anne, Peters
ﬁeld with three teams;
Notre Dame, Selkirk with
ﬁve teams; St. Margaret’s,
Little Britain with six
teams; the Camier family
and the Wasnie family.
Other churches include
Good Shepherd Lutheran,
Selkirk Alliance, Bethel
Chapel, St. Clement’s Anglican, Little Britain United, Knox Presbyterian and

From left, Brian Mostowy, Phyliss Bergman, Alice Pruden, Lorraine Lay,
Luella Nicol and Deacon René Gauthier.

Lutheran Evangelical.
The program is now well
underway and on a Sunday
morning last December I
was part of a team from St.
Margaret’s.
The temperature that
morning was -28 C, one
of the coldest days of the

year. but the weather did
not deter my team from
arriving early with pots
of chili, bags of buns and
boxes of oranges.
The people who arrived
shivering were soon enjoying a hot meal and friendly
conversation.

There was a feeling of
fellowship among us all, as
we were gathered together
on the Lord’s Day.
Contributed by
Lorraine Lay
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CWL holds prayer vigil for trafﬁcked persons

he Winnipeg Diocesan Catholic Women’s
League held a prayer vigil
for trafﬁcked persons in
the form of the Way of the
Cross at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church in Winnipeg March 26..
The program was written
by Sr. Johanna Jonker of
Micah House, the Archdiocese of Winnipeg’s Centre
for Social Justice. The reﬂections between the sta-

tions were on the true-life
story of one young woman’s
experience of being exploited and abused. Her name is
Liliana.
Msgr. Maurice Comeault
led the praying of the stations which were beautifully linked to the experiences
and suffering of both Jesus
and the trafﬁcked.
The story of Liliana was
told by four voices, two
female and two male, two

younger and two older. This
interplay reﬂected the reality of who is affected by the
issue of human trafﬁcking,
which is all of us.
The summary at the end
of the service included excerpts from the Palermo
Protocol, a paper written by
the Western Bishops Conference. The summary also
included statistics of the
sexual exploitation of young
people in Winnipeg.

It was a very powerful experience and it shone a bold
light on the situation these
women ﬁnd themselves in.
There were approximately
70 people in attendance.
Contributed by
Judy Albiani
Communications Chair
Winnipeg Diocesan CWL

More and more homeless
suffer mental illness

M

ore and more homeless people have
mental health issues, says
a Winnipeg community
health nurse, but Manitoba’s health care system is
failing them by not providing sufﬁcient follow up
care and support.
“They don’t have families,
or caregivers or a place to
go for help. They get discharged from hospital and
nobody follows up, ” said
Arlene Drafﬁn-Jones.
The comments followed
a screening of the documentary ﬁlm The Way We
See It May 6 at Winnipeg’s
North End Wellness Centre. The ﬁlm was produced
in 2009 in part by Micah
House the Archdiocese of
Winnipeg’s Centre for Social Justice. It tells the stories of four families dealing with mental illness.
Sr. Johanna Jonker, coordinator at Micah House,
said one quarter of all peo-

ple will suffer from a mental illness at some point in
their lives.
Drafﬁn-Jones said she
ﬁrst met Jonker out of a
shared concern for homeless people in Winnipeg’s
North End. As she learned
more about the homeless
she discovered “appalling”
statistics linking mental illness and homelessness.
Dr. Jeanne Randolph, a
psychiatrist who appears
in the documentary said
a typical psychiatrist will
want to ﬁnd a “chemical
explanation” for everything and forget about the
patient as a person.
“Psychiatrists are hiding
behind the pill bottle,” said
Randolph.
Dr. Joe Hawkins also appears in the documentary
to talk about his brother
who has suffered from
schizophrenia for 25 years.
Hawkins said a nutritional
approach to healing has

Truth and reconciliation

“C

From left, Dr. Joe Hawkins, Dr. Jeanne Randolph
and community health nurse Arlene Draffin-Jones.

been marginalized by the
health care system.
“I’m trying to tell people
to run away from drugs,”
he said.
A woman in the audience
said she suffers from bipolar disorder and has been in
hospital several times
“The hospital is very
scary,” she said. “For years
I can be normal, then something happens and I’m
back in the hospital and
on this drug and that drug.
The drugs dull the emotions and feelings. They’ll
give me anti-depressants
but if I want vitamins that’s

out of my pocket.”
Drafﬁn-Jones said there
are many support groups
for people suffering from
a variety of illnesses but
not for mental illness and,
she added, sharing experiences in a group “is better
than anything else. I have
learned more from my
patients than from anyone
else.”
The Way We See It can be
viewed on the Archdiocese
of Winnipeg website at
www.archwinnipeg.ca
Contributed by
James Buchok

CWL convention hears story of residential school survivor
who became an honoured leader in education

T

he Winnipeg Diocesan
CWL Council held its
89th annual convention on
April 9 and 10 at St. Augustine’s of Canterbury Church
in Brandon.
The opening Mass was presided by Archbishop James
Weisgerber with Winnipeg
CWL Diocesan Spiritual
Advisor Fr. Barry Schoonbaert and St. Augustine’s
CWL Spiritual Advisor, Fr.
Dominic Yuen.
In his homily the archbishop spoke about the turmoil
being experienced regarding
abuse cases in the church.
We were encouraged to
believe that our faith is
stronger than the abuser and
to have faith in the church.
The aberrant behavior of the
abuser is an illness and it is
not limited to the Church,
the archbishop said.
Fr. Barry Schoonbaert also
addressed this topic with
a question and answer period at a Friday afternoon
session. It was pointed out

that since 1983 the Catholic Church in Canada has
had “extensive zero-tolerance measures” in place that
we keep improving on and
working with.
All three of Manitoba’s
diocesan presidents were in
attendance. Rolande Chernichan of St. Boniface and
Ella Nogier of KeewatinThe Pas brought greetings
and the convention was
chaired by Mary-Margaret
Patterson of the Winnipeg
diocese.
Provincial president Susan
Bernier and National Spiritual Development Chairperson Terri Scott brought
greetings from their respective councils.
A new format has been undertaken for CWL meetings
this year and it has been well
received with more than 80
participants on Friday afternoon and 143 on Saturday.
During the meetings on
Saturday a resolution for
mandatory use of bicycle

The View from
Micah House

helmets in Manitoba was
passed and forwarded to
the Manitoba Provincial
Council for consideration at
its 62nd annual convention
May 29 and 30.
Saturday afternoon Flora
Zaharia was the guest speaker. Flora was born in Alberta
and attended the residential
school system until Grade 8,
when she went to a non-native high school for grades 9
12. She was the ﬁrst female
director of the Manitoba
Native Education Branch,
and coordinated the development of the Mokakit Alcohol and Drug Abuse Prevention Curriculum which
she has piloted at many First
Nations schools across Canada. She has received several awards, including The
Order of the Buffalo Hunt
from the Manitoba government for her outstanding
work in education.
Flora provided us with
various deﬁnitions to have
a better understanding of

the First Nations people and
their culture. She explained
various cultural and spiritual
beliefs held by the First Nations and showed their similarity to Christian beliefs.
She also shared her life story as a woman who had her
identity challenged by the
whims of political agendas
and societal prejudices and
how she grew stronger because of them. She is truly
inspirational.
Brandon was a great host
council and city and everyone was happy with the
venue and turnout.
The CWL convention is
all about coming together,
sharing ideas, learning, becoming stronger and having
our voices heard. By these
criteria, this convention was
a success.
Contributed by
Judy Albiani
Communications Chair
Winnipeg Diocesan CWL

reated in the image and likeness of God,
in the image of God he created them.”
This line is found at the beginning of Genesis.
Rarely does the reality of that line enter into
our consciousness. Rather than marveling at the
richness of the diversity of people who share a
common bond, we fear people who differ from
us either physically, culturally or racially. Hierarchies are established; one group is better than
another.
It was that fear and sense of superiority of arriving Europeans which was at the root of many
unjust dealings with the indigenous population
of Canada. The attitude appeared to be similar
to that expressed by Nathaneal in the Gospel
of John, “Can anything good come from Nazareth?”
In 1981, I had the privilege of working at
Rising Sun High School, an alternative program for aboriginal youth. Hearing the stories
of my students opened paths of understanding
for me. Racism and injustice ﬁgured largely in
these stories.
Gary, a really tall well built young man had
been given the job of preparing pizza dough.
He went to work with a will. When I suggested
that he should only knead it lightly, his response
was, “You just don’t want to eat pizza touched
by Indians.” Whew!
Roberta was another of my students. She and
her family moved to Winnipeg from South Indian Lake. Her father, a ﬁsherman, had both
his livelihood and home destroyed when Hydro ﬂooded his community. Lost in an urban
setting, he became an alcoholic who could no
longer support his family.
The Truth and Reconciliation Commission
is ﬁlled with the promise of new beginnings, a
new relationship between and among people.
Reconciliation is not easy to achieve. Our
certainties are challenged. We are called to venture towards truth with faith and an open heart.
How can we move toward dialogue unless
we are willing to leave our comfortable realities and dialogue with those whom we do not
know? Reconciliation is between people.
Let us take the time to attend some of the
many events sponsored by aboriginal groups,
the churches and by the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada.
Entering each other’s story we will have to
acknowledge that God’s likeness is within.
The Garys and Robertas we meet will become
brothers and sisters and members of a community of mutual respect and love.
Sr. Johanna Jonker
is at Micah House
1039 Main St., Winnipeg
Phone 589-5393
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Archbishop Weisgerber presented with 2010 Caritas Award

A

rchbishop James
We i s g e r b e r
was praised for his
leadership, his vision of
the church and his love
of social justice as he
was presented with the
2010 Caritas Award by
the Catholic Foundation
of Manitoba April 15.
Weisgerber “mixes with
everybody, Pope and
pauper” said longtime
colleague Most Rev.
Douglas Crosby O.M.I.,
Bishop of Cornerbrook
and Labrador. Crosby
told the 800 people in
attendance at the annual
Caritas Dinner that in his
work with the Canadian
Conference of Catholic
Bishops,
Weisgerber
proved to be “a master of
understanding complex
issues.”
Weisgerber served as
CCCB general secretary,
then was vice president
and was president from
2007 to 2009.
“He loves being a chief
pastor and he’s good at it
because his relationship
with the Lord is alive
and rich,” said Crosby.
“Perhaps
his
most
outstanding quality is his
love for and commitment

to social justice and some
of us ﬁnd those kinds of
people irksome because
they make us work,”
Crosby said. “Because he
is not afraid of hard work,
he makes us work.”
Crosby commented that
Weisgerber’s
devotion
to justice led him to
develop “a deep respect
for aboriginal people,”
and Crosby reminded the
audience of Weisgerber’s
work to arrange an historic
gathering at the Vatican
in April 2009 attended
by Pope Benedict XVI,
Assembly of First Nations
National Chief Phil
Fontaine, former students
of residential schools and
First Nations elders. The
pope expressed his sorrow
for the conduct of some
members of the church
which led to abuses
suffered by aboriginal
children in Canadian
residential schools.
Foundation
president
Tom Lussier, principal
of Winnipeg’s St. Paul’s
High School said what he
noticed upon Weisgerber’s
ﬁrst visit to the school years
ago was that Weisgerber
was obviously a teacher
having at one time been

President of the Catholic Foundation of Manitoba Tom Lussier, left, with
Archbishop of Winnipeg James Weisgerber. Photo by Paul Swart.

Dean of Arts at Atholl
Murray College of Notre
Dame in Wilcox, Sask.
“He knew how to connect
with the students,” Lussier
said. “He is a spiritual
leader with a strong vision
of the church, a church of
communion,” said Lussier.
“He has demonstrated that
leadership in Manitoba
and in Canada.”
Accepting the award,
Weisgerber said he was
“ﬁlled with gratitude” for
the Catholic Foundation
of Manitoba. “The Caritas
dinner is one of the year’s
highlights and a chance to

gather with so many in the
Catholic community,” he
said.
Weisgerber spoke of
living on the prairies and
no matter how many
times one sees the large
harvest moon shining on
the horizon “we still have
to say ‘look at the moon!’
The moon is just a rock
but when the sun shines
on it how glorious it is,”
and he compared it to “the
splendour of Jesus rising
from the dead and shining
on us.”
“Sometimes we are like
a rock, ” said Weisgerber,

“cold, lifeless, dark and we
are going through a lot of
that right now. We always
need to be transformed
by Christ, his splendour
makes us who we are and
the splendour of the risen
Christ never abandons
us.”
Weisgerber said he has
had “a marvelous time
being a priest, a bishop
and a leader of the church.
It’s a struggle at times as it
is for any leader. I wish to
acknowledge my family
and friends and in a
particular way the priests.
The bishop is nothing

without his priests.”
Weisgerber said his
work with the CCCB
kept him away from the
archdiocese at times “and
I regretted that but there
were other callings. Now
I’m back here full-time
and you may regret it.”
Weisgerber
said
the reconciliation of
aboriginal people with
non-aboriginal
people
is a priority. “Neither
will succeed without the
other,” he said.
“I have said before the
challenges we face are
the same as they were
200 years ago and we
did not handle it very
well 200 years ago and
now we have a second
chance. It’s not too often
that history gives you a
second chance.”
Weisgerber said the
Indian
Residential
Schools
Truth
and
Reconciliation
Commission “is an
opportunity for all of us
to become involved.”
Contributed by
James Buchok

Archbishop Weisgerber’s Schedule
June 8
June 9

June 11

June 12

June 13
June 16 -19
June 17
June 19
June 20
June 22
June 24-30
June 25
June 26
June 28
July 7
July 25
July 26
August 2-5
August 19

2:00
10:30
1:00
7:00
10:30
5:00

Archdiocesan Finance Council, Winnipeg
Archdiocesan Council on Catholic Education, Winnipeg
Catholic Cemeteries Board AGM, Winnipeg
Confirmation Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha Parish, Winnipeg
Visit to St. Charles School, Winnipeg
Golden Jubilee of the Ordinations of Msgr. Louis McCloskey
and Rev. Arthur Seaman, Selkirk
10:00 Visit with The Summons, Neepawa
6:30
Knights of Columbus Exemplification
St Nicholas Ukrainian Church, Winnipeg
10:30 Visit with Nathanael, Winnipeg
7:30
Confirmation, St Edward’s Parish, Winnipeg
Truth and Reconciliation Gathering, The Forks, Winnipeg
6:00
Wrap up Meeting for GiFt Committee, Winnipeg
11:00 Archdiocesan Pastoral Council, St Gianna’s Parish, Winnipeg
5:00
Confirmation at Immaculate Conception Parish, Winnipeg
2:00
Confirmation, Holy Rosary Parish, Winnipeg
5:00
Misericordia Health Centre AGM, Winnipeg
Returning to Spirit, Canadian Mennonite University, Winnipeg
7:30
Ordination to the Diaconate of Mark Filips
St. Mary’s Cathedral, Winnipeg
5:00
St. Peter’s Parish Fiesta, Winnipeg
9:00
Mass at St. Paul’s High School, Winnipeg
Misericordia Health Centre Golf Tournament
4:00 Mass with the Eritrean Community at the House of Peace, Winnipeg
6:00
Swing and a Prayer Golf Tournament BBQ, St Peter’s Parish, Winnipeg
Swing and a Prayer Golf Tournament, Breazy Bend, Winnipeg
Visit to Knights of Columbus Supreme Headquarters
New Haven, Connecticut
5:00
Mass and dinner at Youth Leader conference
St. Benedict’s Monastery, Winnipeg
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Serra Club cheque presentation
Carol Maynard, president of the Winnipeg
Serra Club presents a cheque to Archbishop Weisgerber with the proceeds from the
annual Serra Club Archbishop’s burse dinner held Feb. 5. Serra clubs are groups of
lay Catholics dedicated to promoting and
fostering vocations. There are more than
1,100 Serra clubs in 46 countries with a total membershipof about 19,000. The Winnipeg and Brandon Serra Clubs hold annual
dinners to raise funds to support seminarians as they prepare for priesthood.
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