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An early morning sacred 
fire ceremony was the 

start of an historic day in 
Winnipeg June 16.
Aboriginal survivors of 

Canada’s Indian Residential 
Schools came together with 
non-aboriginals and church 
leaders to begin to work 
at reconciliation between 
Canada’s native peoples and 
a society that did many of 
them wrong. 
“We have a chance to make 

history and be a part of his-
tory,” said Justice Murray 
Sinclair, chair of Canada’s 
Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission.
From the 1870s to as late 

as 1996 more than 150,000 
First Nations, Métis, and 
Inuit children were placed 
in residential schools. Many 
were forbidden to speak their 
language and practice their 
culture. Many tell stories 
of emotional, physical and 
sexual abuse. It is estimated 
that more than 80,000 former 
students are living today.
The event was for residen-

tial school survivors to tell 
their stories of what hap-
pened at the schools, which 
were created by the Cana-

dian government and oper-
ated by the Anglican, Catho-
lic, Presbyterian and United 
churches. 
Many of their stories were 

told in public in a sharing 
circle with TRC commis-
sioners. Survivors also pro-
vided statements in writing 
or had them recorded by the 
TRC and were encouraged 
to bring any additional docu-
ments, photographs or other 
materials.
“Somewhere between right 

and wrong is the truth,” said 
Sinclair at the opening cer-
emonies. 
“There is a vast number of 

people in this country with 
little or no knowledge of 
the schools and what took 
place there,” Sinclair said.  
“Some believe the apology 
(issued by the federal govern-
ment in 2008) should have 
ended discussion about the 
residential schools but what 
we are missing is an expla-
nation of why there is such a 
division between aboriginals 
and Canadian society.”
Sinclair said the truth is not 

difficult to find. “We will find 
it in the eyes of the survivors 
and in the voices that have 

never spoken those stories 
before. I promise this, that if 
you have something to tell us 
we will listen. You will not be 
questioned, you will not be 
asked for proof.”
The Indian Residential 

Schools Settlement Agree-
ment of 2006 was Canada’s 
largest class action lawsuit 
and it included the creation of 
the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission. 
At the end of its five-year 

mandate, the TRC will cre-
ate a national research centre 
where all of the stories it col-
lects will be available to the 
public.
Shawn A-in-chut Atleo, na-

tional chief of the Assembly 
of First Nations said making 
changes “will take us to new 
places.”
“By sharing our stories to-

gether, by sharing our history, 
changes will happen when we 
truly listen to each other and 

talk about what has divided 
us. I saw this process started 
10 years ago and I remember 
the anger and hostility but 
there was hope, there was a 
light that began to glow. We 
could move forward from 
the past we have inherited,” 
said Atleo. “I call on all Ca-
nadians to listen to the call of 
this process. It is the only way 
to break down racism, all we 
have to do is come with our 
truth. Let’s not leave this hard 

work for future generations. 
Let’s get this done in our 
time.”
TRC commissioner William 

Littlechild said the TRC and 
its events will send a power-
ful message to Canada and 
to the world. “We are here 
because we are committed to 
healing the past. We are here 
because we know we will get 
there as long as we walk to-
gether on a path of respect,” 
he said.
Commissioner Marie Wil-

son said healing is the pur-
pose behind truth and recon-
ciliation.  
“Truth will set our spirits 

free,” Wilson said. “We need 
healing from these things that 
have made us arrogant and 
ignorant of our own history. 
The process will take years. 
Reconciliation will not come 
easily or overnight. May we 
be mindful that we do this to-
gether for the children taken 
and the parents left behind.”
The TRC will hold  six more 

national events with the next 
one in Inuvik, Northwest 
Territories in June, 2011.

Contributed by
James Buchok

Winnipeg hosts historic Truth and Reconciliation gathering

The Archdiocese of Win-
nipeg celebrated the 

100th anniversary of the 
birth of Blessed Mother Te-
resa of Calcutta with a mass 
at St. Mary’s Cathedral 
Aug. 26. Archbishop James 
Weisgerber gave thanks to 
God “for her ministry and 
her continuing ministry.”
The sisters of the Mis-

sionaries of Charity, the 
religious order founded by 
Mother Teresa in Calcutta 
in 1950, have been serving 
in Winnipeg since 1984 and 
the six sisters currently liv-
ing and working in the city 
were in attendance.
Weisgerber described 

Mother Teresa as “a small, 
short woman who had no 
fear. She spoke to the Pope 
as she spoke to the poorest 
of the poor. Not that she 
disrespected the Pope but 
she gave equal respect to 
the poor.”
Mother Teresa was born 

to Albanian parents in what 
is now Macedonia. She left 
home at age 18 to join the 
Sisters of Loreto as a mis-
sionary and arrived in India 
in 1929.
By the 1970s she was in-

ternationally famed as a 
humanitarian and advocate 
for the poor and helpless. 
She was awarded the No-
bel Peace Prize in 1979 
and India’s highest civilian 
honour, the Bharat Ratna, 
in 1980. 
She ministered to the poor, 

sick, orphaned and dying, 
while later also guiding the 
Missionaries of Charity’s 
expansion, first through-
out India and then in other 
countries. At the time of 
her death the order was op-
erating 610 missions in 123 
countries, including hos-
pices and homes for people 
with HIV/AIDS, leprosy 
and tuberculosis. The sisters 
also operate soup kitchens, 
children’s and family coun-
selling programs, orphan-
ages and schools.
Following her death she 

was beatified by Pope John 
Paul II and given the title 
Blessed Mother Teresa of 
Calcutta.
“In India there is a minis-

cule number of Christians 
yet she was given a state 
funeral,” Weisgerber said in 
his homily. “Her devotion 
to discipleship gave her life 

a great deal of peace and a 
great deal of joy.”
“Christ always comes to 

us in the needs of another, 
and in our culture that be-
comes a real problem,” 
Weisgerber said. “How of-
ten has someone asked and 
we say we are too busy? We 

are too busy to be with the 
poor and be with Christ, be-
cause we have too much.”
The archbishop said the 

parables of Jesus reflect  
an era of small communi-
ties of like-minded people. 
“But we live in large so-
cieties and our circle of 

concern is very small. We 
think anything beyond that 
is none of our concern. But 
the poor and the suffering 
are our concern.”
“We think of people in 

flood-ravaged Pakistan 
and say this is not my con-
cern, but that is a way of 

not staying awake,” said 
Weisgerber, alluding to 
the mass’s Gospel from 
Matthew 24:42-51; “Jesus 
said to his disciples: ‘Stay 
awake! For you do not 
know on which day your 
Lord will come.’ ”
The Missionaries of Char-

ity maintain a community 
in Winnipeg’s North End 
from which they operate 
soup kitchens, provide Cat-
echism at local churches, 
help neighbours in need, 
visit nursing homes and pro-
vide after school programs, 
says the community’s su-
perior Sr. Mary Martinella. 
The sisters also serve in the 
northern Manitoba com-
munity of Camperville, 435 
kms northwest of Winnipeg 
and operate a bible camp in 
nearby Duck Bay.
The community functions 

entirely by donations but 
never asks for them, says 
Martinella. “We trust in 
God to provide and He has 
done so for 60 years.”

Contributed by 
James Buchok

Sisters of the Missionaries of Charity, the religious order founded by 
Mother Teresa in Calcutta in 1950, attended mass marking the 100th 
anniversary of Mother Teresa’s birth, Aug. 26 at St. Mary’s Cathedral.

Archdiocese celebrates 100th anniversary of birth of Mother Teresa 

Attendees join in a symbolic walk of unity to the sharing circle follow-
ing the opening ceremonies of the Truth and Reconciliation Commis-
sion national event in Winnipeg.



2 • The New Wine Press October 2010

New Directors at the CSE

The Board of Administration of the Catholic School of Evan-
gelization (CSE) in St. Malo is proud to introduce it’s new 

directors, effective September 1, 2010. Chad Vincent has been 
hired as the director and Léo Gosselin as the associate director. 
Both have already a rich experience with the CSE, know well 
the issues and will make a strong contribution to its mission. 
We are also happy to see an Outreach Team, coordinated by 
Kurt Nugent, which will begin formation early September in 
order to offer youth retreats of all sorts in parishes, schools or 
at the CSE throughout the year. For more information on the 
CSE, call (204) 347-5396 or visit www.catholicway.ca. 

The Archdiocese of Winnipeg and 
Micah House Catholic Centre for Social Justice present

Nov. 26 and 27 

For more information or to register call  
Micah House at 589-5393 or the  

Archdiocese of Winnipeg 452-2227, ext. 248  
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Ordained to Transitional Diaconate
Archdiocese of  Winnipeg seminarian Mark Filips, left, 
was ordained to the Transitional Diaconate June 25 
at Winnipeg’s St. Mary’s Cathedral with Archbishop 
James Weisgerber presiding. Filips attends Sacred 
Heart School of  Theology in Hales Corners, Wis. and 
is to be ordained to the priesthood in 2011. Photo by 
Paulo Amenta.

Newest seminary is a thing of  beauty
You probably heard the 

story about the people 
of Israel in the desert many 
times. It’s hard to imagine 
what they went through. 
Of course they faced daily 
struggles for survival. But 
let’s not forget that they 
were also homeless for forty 
years! They probably didn’t 
have much in the sense of 
possessions either, because 
everything they owned they 
had to carry around with 
them through the desert.
Do you recognize the story 

of Israel in your own life? 
I am sure we’ve all felt 
‘exiled’ ourselves at some 
point in time. Sometimes 
we can feel like we’re in the 
desert spiritually, that we 

might not experience God’s 
presence and we still have 
to trust in Him. But three of 
your Winnipeg seminarians 
studying in Edmonton are 
also facing a bit of a desert 

experience in their daily 
lives.
Maybe you’ve read that a 

new seminary is being built 
here in Edmonton – the first 
North-American seminary 
in the third millennium 
– and let me tell you, it is 
truly beautiful. This is the 
good news. The bad news is 
that the first few weeks here 
have been quite a trial. After 
we first moved in, we had to 
walk through the mud a few 
times a day to the chapel of 
the nearby Catholic Centre 
for Mass and other litur-
gies.
Less than a week after we 

moved in, though, we were 
asked to leave the building 
and would have found our-

selves homeless had it not 
been for a nearby retreat 
centre that had room for 
forty guests! 
After living out of the 

trunk of my car for about 
two weeks I can honestly 
say I sympathize a lot more 
with the people of Israel, 
waiting and praying and 
hoping that one day we’d 
see the Promised Land.
The worst, I found, was 

that we didn’t have a place 
we could call home. Even 
now that we have moved 
back into the building, 
there’s still construction 
going on all around us. Yet 
what pulled us through this 
experience was the great 
sense of community and 

our mutual trust in the Lord. 
Everyone kept their good 
cheer and we all made time 
to encourage each other. 
It’s one of the most won-

derful aspects of seminary 
life: living in a true Chris-
tian community where we 
all really care for each other 
and where we can pull each 
other through as we contin-
ue to have faith in the Lord.
In the meanwhile, you’ll 

be pleased to know that 
a new seminarian for our 
archdiocese, Peter Nem-
check, has joined us here 
in our ‘desert’ seminary. 
Over the summer, I’ve met 
three other young men who 
are discerning a call to the 
priesthood. If you your-

self are thinking about the 
priesthood, please don’t be 
shy and get in touch with me 
through my website, which, 
by the way, has just been 
updated with pictures from 
our new building. Please 
continue your prayers for 
us in this transitional time, 
as we remember you in our 
daily prayer!
 
Sebastiaan Benders is a 

second year seminarian for 
the Archdiocese of  

Winnipeg studying at  
St. Joseph Seminary 

 in Edmonton.  His website 
is located at  

www.sebastiaanbenders.nl

Sebastiaan Benders

Come journey through your grief
Within its Ministry of 

Consolation, Living 
Waters Columbarium is 
pleased to offer a Bereave-
ment Group this fall. 
In our society, support for 

families frequently ends 
shortly after the funeral 
rituals are over. Yet the 
mourning for the deceased 
loved one continues well 
past the first anniversary of 
that person’s death.  
Grief is a normal and nat-

ural reaction to loss, and it 
is necessary to the healing 
process. 
While grief is unique to 

each person, there are some 
similarities. Grief affects 
us emotionally, physically, 
mentally, socially and spiri-
tually.
Our Bereavement Group 

will offer participants the 
opportunity to connect with 
others who are journeying 
through loss in a supportive 
and caring environment.  
Participants will explore 

the various facets of grief, 
and through the gift of 
faith, discover the joy and 
gratitude of engaging in a 
new reality.
The Bereavement Group 

is open to all members of 
the Catholic community 
who have lost a loved one 
between January 2008 and 
June 2010. The group will 
meet for seven sessions, 
every Monday at 7:30 p.m. 
from  October 4 to Novem-

ber 22 (except Thanksgiv-
ing Day Oct, 11).  Participa-
tion is limited to 12 spaces.  
To register, please con-

tact Monique at 475-7577 
or at livingwaters@mts.
net.There is no registration 
cost; however a free-will 
donation will be gratefully 
accepted at the conclusion 
of the process.
Located at 1353 Kenaston 

Blvd, the Living Waters 
Columbarium office is open 
from Monday to Friday, in-
cluding several evenings. 
Please visit our website or 
call to learn more about 
the columbarium and the 
critical ministry unfolding 
within.
.

Contributed by 
Monique Gauthier
Director, Living Waters  
Columbarium

Monique Gauthier

Celebrating 50 years of priesthood
On June 11, 1960, Fr.  

Arthur Francis Sea-
man and Msgr. Louis Jo-
seph McCloskey were or-
dained to the priesthood in 
St. Dunstan’s Basilica in 
Charlottetown, P.E.I.  
Fifty years later to the day, 

June 11, 2010, a celebration 
took place at Notre Dame 
Church in Selkirk to recog-
nize them on the 50th anni-
versary of their ordinations 
to the priesthood.  
The evening was hosted 

by the 4th Degree Mary 
Queen of the Knights As-
sembly # 1973.
Msgr. Louis and Fr. Art 

were both born and raised 
in P.E.I. and attended the 
Grand Seminaire de Que-
bec at the same time. 
They have spent their en-

tire careers ministering to 
the people of Manitoba. 
How fortunate we Manito-
bans have been! 
The evening began with 

a celebration of the Eucha-
rist presided by Archbishop 
Weisgerber and assisted by 
Msgr. Louis, Fr. Art and 
Deacon René Gauthier.  
In attendance were 31 fel-

low priests from different 
parishes in Winnipeg and 
rural Manitoba. 
The Notre Dame and St. 

Margaret’s church choirs, 
conducted by Bernadette 
Preun and Joanne Fontaine, 
led the congregation in song 
and the Knights of Colum-
bus 4th Degree formed an 
honour guard.  
Family members and the 

4th Degree read the read-
ings, prayer of the faithful 
and brought up the gifts.
Over three hundred fam-

ily and friends came from 
Brandon, Neepawa, Gim-
li, Winnipeg, Stonewall, 
Narol, Selkirk and from 
out-of-province. 
All enjoyed the dinner fol-

lowing mass in the lower 

hall of the church where Fr. 
Art and Msgr. Louis were 
toasted and “roasted!”  
Master of ceremonies for 

the evening was Sir Knight 
Alex Krawec, Past Faith-
ful Navigator of Assembly 
#1973.   
A toast to Msgr. Louis was 

made by Dr. Vince Taraska 
and a toast to Father Art 
was made by Dr. Dennis 
Murphy.    
Father Sam Argenziano, 

one time assistant to Msgr. 
Louis, and Paul Riese, close 
friend of Fr. Art’s, surprised 
the honored guests with 
their entertaining rermarks.  
Fr. Art and Msgr. Louis re-

sponded with gratefulness 
for all the blessings they 
have received over the past 
50 years.
Msgr. Louis was blessed 

to have his family in atten-
dance; his sister Ruth Cur-
ley from P.E.I., sister Alma 
Gallant and husband Frank 

from Ontario, brother Wilf 
from Alberta, cousin Mary 
Wynne from Massachusets 
and cousin Frances Kalin-
owski from Alberta.
Fr. Art was blessed to have 

in attendance his sister Dor-
othy Seaman from P.E.I., 
his long-time friends Hilton 
and Susan Shea from P.E.I. 
and  Rotary Exchange stu-
dent from the 1980s Ro-
drigo Xavier from Rio de 
Janiero, Brazil
Over these past fifty years, 

Father Art and Msgr. Louis 
have remained very good 
friends and have made 
many trips together.  
Father Art has retired to 

Glen Bay near Gimli and 
Msgr. Louis lives in Winni-
peg. Both are enjoying their 
‘retirement’ years, each in 
his own way.   

Contributed by 
Gail Bodman

50 years or priesthood was celebrated for Fr. Art Se-
man, left, and Msgr. Louis McCloskey June 11 with fel-
low priests from thoughout the archdiocese.
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St. Jude’s Bible Camp
From July 27 to 30, St. Jude’s Church in Erickson 
held a Bible Camp for young people five years of age 
and older. The camp was facilitated by Nicole Hoard, 
Youth ministry coordinator from St. Vital Parish. Two 
youth leaders, Anna Donohoe and Cassandra Cardy, 
led us in games and activities. It was a great success 
and tremendous fun! Some of our activities included 
a scavenger hunt throughout Erickson, singing for 
the residents at the hospital, mini-golf in Onanole 
and even a huge water fight at the end. The 20 partici-
pants enjoyed a nutritious lunch prepared each day 
by Lil Kelunick and Katie Challborn. A special thanks 
to Rob Gillan and all the parents who supported us. 
See you next year!

— Contributed by Fr. James deBeer

2010 Title Sponsor

Banquet Sponsor
Pre-tournament 

Barbecue Sponsor

$500 Hole Sponsors
St.�Joseph’s�Parish�

355�Andrews�Street,�Winnipeg,�MB

Dr. Ross 
Portage Clinic

St.�Paul�the�Apostle�Parish
2400�Portage�Avenue�,�Winnipeg,�MB

Stewardship in Action - Thank you!
This year over $15,000, has been raised for the Seminarian and Vocations Fund in the 

Archdiocese of Winnipeg. All because of the 149 golfers, 26 volunteers, the planning committee, 
and the numerous sponsors and donors who generously shared their time, talent and treasure.

7 Years of ‘A Swing & A Prayer’ Raises 
$130,000 for Seminarians

Please Pray for Our Seminarians

Attending Sacred Heart Seminary, Milwaukee
Rev. Mr. Mark Filips, Final Year of Formation
Mr. Patrick Neufeld, 1st Year Theology

Attending St. Joseph’s Seminary, Edmonton
Mr. Sebastiaan Benders, 2nd Year Theology
Mr. Kelly Wilson, 2nd Year Theology
Mr. Peter Nemcek, 1st Year Theology

St. Paul the Apostle Parish, Winnipeg
Mr. Eric Zadji, Pastoral Internship Year

As September rolled 
around once again, a 

new Nathanael year started 
for its 32 participants from 
throughout the Winnipeg 
diocese. 
The group had taken the 

name of St John Cantius 
Nathanael Group not just 
because of the parish hall 
where it meets monthly 
but more so because of the 
warm welcome the entire 
parish community has ex-
tended to us.
When looking back over 

the first year of this three-
year formation journey, 
most of the participants 
were drawn to the process 
for differing reasons. Some 
sought this program due 
to a hunger and a desire to 
learn more about our faith 
and how to live it in our 
daily lives. 
Others were looking for 

a better understanding of 
the scriptures, liturgy, and 
the history of our church, 
while others were looking 
for spiritual and personal 
growth. The interesting 
thing was that many of the 
participants said that they 
grew up in the area they 
were originally drawn to 
but found greater growth 
in an area they didn’t think 
they would. 
The following statements 

from a few Nathanael par-
ticipants give true testa-
ment to graces found by 
going through this forma-
tion process.

“The formation process 
has been more enriching, 
broadening and awakening 
than one could have imag-
ined.” 
“During my first year be-

ing a part of Nathanael I 
grew closer to God. As I 
learned more about scrip-
ture, the history of our 
faith, and the development 
of liturgy, I felt that, more 
than just believing in God, 
I am forming a deep bond 
with Him. Unexpectedly, 
I have also grown closer 
to the authentic person 
that God created me to be. 
Through Nathanael and our 
strong fellowship, I have 
experienced the beautiful 
spiritual pillar of being in 
community. This journey is 
a blessing. “
“We who have completed 

the first year of the Na-
thanael formation process 
are truly blessed. The con-
structive reinforcement, 

support and encourage-
ment of our close-knit 

community inspires the 
desire to commit to our 

parish communities and 
beyond. The excellent fa-
cilitation by the Nathanael 
instructors is on par with 
the best of university in-
structors.”
On the first day of our 

Nathanael journey, an 
alumnus of the last forma-
tion told the group that we 
were embarking upon an 
incredible journey beyond 
our imagining, and she 
was right. It is a journey 
which is embracing the vi-
sion of Vatican II and the 
aim to include all the bap-
tized to actively participate 

— in spirit, in truth, in the 
love of God and in love of 
neighbour.
Over the last year we have 

learned more about our 
church, faith family and 
ourselves than ever before 
and are excited to continue 
this growth over the next 
two years of Nathanael 
and beyond as we go out as 
Christ has called us.

Yours in Christ,
St John Cantius Nathanael 
Communications 
Committee

Confirmation was cel-
ebrated on June 9 at 

Kateri Tekakwitha Ab-
original Catholic Parish.  
The Pastoral Council and 

Parishioners were pleased 
to have Archbishop Weis-
gerber presiding over this 
joyous occasion.
Fr. Maria Sebastian Su-

sairaj and Fr. Robert Ber-
nardin officiated as assis-
tants to the archbishop. 
It was a beautiful occa-

sion, which brought tears 
of happiness to many of 
the parishioners and fam-
ily members.  
Parishioners also gath-

ered  beforehand to share 
a meal with the archbish-

op before the confirma-
tion liturgy began.  
The confirmands were 

Anthea Bruce, Maxine 
Chubb, Dakota Eischen, 

Cheyanne Flett, Jarret 
Harper, Seth Harper, Sol-
omon Harper, Tara Harp-
er, Dylan Knott, Tabitha 
Pierson, Kristin Spence,  

Aidan Starr, Brennan 
Starr and Carlee Starr.

Contributed by
Kim Chaske

Fourteen young people were confirmed June 9 at Kateri Tekakwitha parish.

Kateri
celebrates

Confirmation

Nathanaelites embark on second year of spiritual journey 

St John Cantius Nathanael Group at its March, 2010 retreat.
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Teenagers aren’t much 
different than they were 

before they started texting, 
tweeting and facebooking, 
says a Winnipeg youth min-
istry leader.
“At the heart of who they 

are they still want to connect 
with a sense of purpose.  It’s 
about their personal growth 
and growing in their com-
munity and in the world 
the same as it was 10 or 20 
years ago,” said Michelle 
Garlinski, Director of Cam-
pus Ministry at St. Mary’s 
Academy in Winnipeg and a 
facilitator at the 12th annual 
Archdiocese of Winnipeg 
YouthLeader conference 
held at St. Benedict’s Re-
treat and Conference Centre 
Aug. 16 to 20. 
YouthLeader is designed 

to empower young people 
aged 15 and older for Chris-
tian leadership in the church 
and wider community.
While Garlnski has par-

ticipated in all of the previ-
ous Winnipeg YouthLeader 
events, it was the first 
time for the Archdiocese 
of Winnipeg’s new Direc-
tor of Youth Ministry Erin 
Kinsella who joined the 
archdiocese in early August. 
Kinsella said the week’s 
activities are designed to 
support nine keys to Chris-

tian leadership as set out by 
the Center for Ministry De-
velopment in Buffalo, NY, 
where the YouthLeader pro-
gram was developed. These 
keys to Christian leadership 
include principle-centred 
leadership, proactive lead-
ership and following Jesus’ 
example.
“The most amazing part 

for me is watching the youth 
take ownership of their skills 

and realize that they are 
called and they have a choice 
to have an impact on their 
communities, their churches 
and their schools, ” Kinsella 
said.  
Mariette Martineau of Ke-

nora, Ont. in the Diocese of 
Thunder Bay was a third fa-
cilitator for the week.
Thirty-two participants 

from five churches and one 
school in the archdiocese 

participated in this sum-
mer’s program including 
Good Shepherd Church in 
Portage la Prairie, St. Vital 
and St. Theresa’s churches 
and St. Mary’s Cathedral in 
Winnipeg, St. Mary’s Acad-
emy in Winnipeg and St. 
Theresa’s Church in Pelican 
Rapids, 600 kms northwest 
of Winnipeg.
A key component to Youth-

Leader is for the teams to 

look at the needs of their 
parishes and make a plan to 
respond to those needs.
“Take everything you have 

seen, done and learned here 
and apply it here,” Garlinski 
told participants. “You need 
to start thinking in a con-
crete way of what you will 
take back from this experi-
ence to your schools, your 
churches and your lives,” 
she said.

On the opening Monday 
a community life planning 
session focused on the needs 
of each group’s community, 
identifying resources and 
creating a plan for success.
“The key is to be real in 

knowing the needs and re-
sources in your churches. 
Who do we have to connect 
with? Who is owning the 
need to succeed? Owner-
ship needs to spread so that 
the needs are met. More 
ownership provides more 
support,” Garlinski said.
She reminded all to adhere 

to what YouthLeader refers 
to as the FAIR principles 
for effective meetings: Fa-
cilitator (every group needs 
someone to take leader-
ship); agenda (what the 
group needs to accomplish); 
information (everyone con-
tributes more effectively 
when there is equal infor-
mation to talk about); re-
corder (someone needs to 
record the main decisions of 
the group to keep the work 
moving forward).
“If you don’t practice it 

here you won’t take it with 
you and if that happens then 
this week was just a really 
nice week,” Garlinski said.

Contributed by
James Buchok

YouthLeader 2010: Making a choice to make a difference 

What is service? The 
groups of teens be-

tween the ages of twelve and 
eighteen that had signed up to 
participate in the two weeks 
of service (one in July, one in 
August), organized by the St. 
Vital Parish Youth Ministry, 
discovered the meaning of 
service through performing 
various charitable works. 
We thought it was a fun yet 

educational experience. Most 
of all, however, the acts that 
we performed were simply 
very spiritually fulfilling. 
We started our first week 

of service at the Habitat Re-
Store where we moved heavy 
granite tiles from the front of 

the store into large crates. 
Next, we went to the St. 

Amant Centre where we 
weeded a flower garden that 
was so terribly overgrown the 
plants weren’t even visible 
until we pulled all the weeds 
out! 
The following day, we vol-

unteered at the St. Maurice 
Daycare, where we disin-
fected toys and cleaned some 
rooms. 
We were up bright and early 

the next morning to coulnteer 
at a carwash for the CNIB at 
McNaught Motors. We had 
plenty of customers and we 
helped raise more than $800. 
The next day our group 

worked at the Spence Street 
Thrift Shop. There, one of 
the other participants and I 
worked at the Pregnancy & 
Family Support Services Inc. 
where we bagged baby food 
and organized diapers while 
the rest of us worked at either 

the daycare or the thrift store. 
That afternoon we packaged 
pasta at Winnipeg Harvest 
and some of us planted veg-
etables. We ended up being 
filmed for a documentary that 
CJOB and David Northcott 
from Winnipeg Harvest were 

making and have since posted 
on YouTube. 
On the final day, we celebrat-

ed Mass in the morning with 
our pastor Fr. Barry Schoon-
baert and then we had lunch 
at Assiniboine Park with the 
residents of the Convalescent 
House of Winnipeg and later 
joined them for a walk in the 
English Gardens.
In he second week of service 

we went to the West End Biz 
to pick up garbage and sweep 
the streets along Portage Av-
enue, and then visited the 
Multiple Sclerosis Society to 
assemble packages for their 
bike-a-thon. 
We spent the next two days in 

the St. Vital Parish Cemetery 
giving it a bit of rehabilitation. 
We picked up dead branches, 
swept the tombstones, and 
pulled weeds. The next day 
we levelled uneven ground 
and planted grass seed. 
On the last day our group di-

minished in size, but we were 
just as eager to do our last bit 
of service. In the morning 
we visited Micah House, the 
Archdiocese of Winnipeg’s  
Catholic Centre for Social 
Justice where Sister Jo-

hanna told us of some of the 
needs of the community. In 
the afternoon, we volunteered 
at the Tache Centre where 
some of us wheeled patients 
down into the entertainment 
area while others helped dec-
orate a room for ‘Outer Space 
Week.’ 
We left with fond memories 

and kind friends that we would 
have for the rest of our lives. 
Our journey during the ser-

vice weeks taught us that do-
ing our part for the commu-
nity helped us to realize the 
needs that need to be met. It 
was a thoroughly enjoyable 
and fulfilling two weeks that 
helped us get closer to God 
and we hope that there will be 
more service weeks to come. 

Contributed by 
Joyce and Joely Valencerina
Ages 16 and 12
St. Vital Parish

Over two weeks this summer volunteers raised money for charity, 
visited seniors, swept streets and pulled a lot of weeds.

Teams from St. Mary’s Cathedral in Winnipeg and Good Shepherd Church in Portage la Prairie work to-
gether on a problem solving exercise at the YouthLeader conference in Winnipeg Aug. 16-20.

Fourteen-year-old Mat-
thew McDonald, whose 

family worships at Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help Church 
(OLPH) in Winnipeg, is the 
proud and happy recipient 
of the Knights of Columbus 
Charleswood Council #7523 
$500 scholarship.  
The annual scholarship is 

open to children and grand-
children of members of the 
Knights of Columbus, how-
ever Knight and Community 
Director Larry Zarychanski 
stressed that any parish mem-
ber’s child can apply.
The scholarship was devel-

oped to encourage enrolment 
in Catholic secondary schools 
and recognizes a student for 
his or her achievements and 
contributions in several areas  
including academics, extra-
curricular school activities, 

community volunteerism, 
church and faith based ac-
tivities and personal develop-
ment of talents and skills.  
“Matthew’s strong dedica-

tion and competitiveness 
will serve him well in the 
future,”  said Grand Knight 

Tom Bailey as  he presented 
the cheque to Matthew.
“With the support of his 

family, our parish and the K 
of C, Matthew will be able to 
succeed and become a true 
leader, ” Bailey added. 
Matthew’s many accom-

plishments include being an 
honour role graduate of St. 
Charles School, receiving 
the Jordan Paige Citizen-
ship Award, participating in 
school sports and volunteer-
ing in community activities in 
support of cystic fibrosis. 
Matthew’s mother Jennifer 

noted that he was very ex-
cited about his selection to re-
ceive the scholarship and also 
his acceptance into St. Paul’s 
High School.  
“The extra money will help 

me do better in school and 
will also help the school,” 
Matthew said.  
Matthew  hopes to go to El 

Salvador next year with other 
St. Paul’s students to help 
build homes for the poor. 

Contributed by 
Terri Scott

Grand Knight Tom Bailey, Matthew McDonald and 
Knight Larry Zarychanski.

Charleswood Knights present annual scholarship 

St. Vital’s young volunteers discover ‘we are made for service’
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Catholic Women’s League provincial convention May 29-30 
Hope “is the least un-

derstood virtue of 
the Christian life” said 
Winnipeg’s Archbishop 
James Weisgerber as he 
presided at the open-
ing Mass of the Catholic 
Women’s League Manito-
ba Provincial Convention 
May 29-30 at St. Anthony 
of Padua (West Kildonan) 
Church in Winnipeg.
Weisgerber made the 

comment in reference to 
the CWL’s theme, Wom-
en of Peace and Hope. He 
said hope “is not wish-
ing, but it offers us the 
expectancy of what is to 
come.”  
The archbishop likened 

hope to a woman expect-
ing a baby and who is pre-
paring for the birth.
“We need to use our en-

ergy to allow the King-
dom of God to come to 
His people.  The League 
uses its energy to trans-
form the world.  The Lord 
will come to transform 
the world as we expect Je-
sus to come at the end of 
time,” said Weisgerber.
A highlight of the con-

vention was the presen-

tation of a five-year pin 
and a Certificate of Merit 
to Fr. Martin Bradbury, 
Provincial Spiritual Advi-
sor, for his contributions 
to the League. Bradbury 
transferred from the Arch-
diocese of Keewatin-The 
Pas to the Archdiocese 
of St. Boniface before his 
appointment to a second 
five-year term.  
“To receive an award 

from the CWL is special, ” 
said Bradbury. “The CWL 
is amazing and a gift to 

me. You are a living ex-
ample of all that you can 
do when you are working 
together for God.”
National president Dani-

elle McNeil-Hessian, 
brought greetings from 
the national council and 
reminded the members 
to, “Keep in mind that 
we should be a shining 
example of the CWL for 
others looking at us.”  
McNeil-Hessian thanked 
members for their faith 
and trust in her and said 

she has learned a lot go-
ing from convention to 
convention.
McNeil-Hessian led a 

lively workshop on Wom-
en of Peace and Hope 
with a discussion of how 
members are instruments 
of peace and how they 
bring hope to each other, 
to strangers and to those 
in palliative care. 
McNeil-Hessian told of 

her son’s  serious hockey 
injury that left him in a 
coma for three weeks fol-

lowed by treatment. “Out 
of the ordinary, comes 
something extraordinary,” 
she said. “The Sacrament 
of the Sick is to be used. 
Prayer is of great value 
and something we all 
need. Let us truly pray for 
change in the world be-
cause that is where hope 
lies.”
Susan Bernier, provin-

cial president, thanked 
the nearly 120 members 
for attending. “You are 
the reason we are here 
today. Without you, we 
would not have a dioc-
esan council. Without 
you, we would not have 
a provincial council,” said 
Bernier.
Bernier also thanked the 

provincial members for 
the more than $125,000 
collected for charities in 
the past year.
The convention passed 

five resolutions:  Financial 
support for the Sisters of 
the Holy Names’ House of 
Peace in Winnipeg; fund-
ing for accessible library 
services for the blind and 
partially sighted; a ban on 
cat and dog fur products 

and development of la-
belling requirements for 
fur products in Canada; 
support for an income tax 
credit for participation 
by children in arts and 
cultural activities; and 
mandatory use of bicycle 
helmets in Manitoba for 
all ages. 
Mary-Margaret Patter-

son, Winnipeg diocesan 
president and a member 
of the Catholic Response 
Steering Committee for 
the Truth and Reconcili-
ation Commission, spoke 
on the Indian Residential 
Schools Issue and the 
TRC event in Winnipeg 
June 16-19. 
“What happened in the 

past is part of what and 
who we are as Canadian 
Catholics, regardless of 
our individual ethnic heri-
tage, and this event and 
the need for it affects us 
all. We are all part of the 
solution just as we are all 
treaty people,” said Pat-
terson.  

Contributed by
Terri Scott

From left, Susan Bernier, Manitoba Provincial President, Fr. Martin Brad-
bury, Manitoba Provincial Spiritual Advisor and Danielle McNeil-Hessian, 
National CWL President.

Award winning essayist
Winnipeg CWL Diocesan President Mary-Margaret 
Patterson, right, is presented with the Timothy E. Des-
mond Prize for her church history essay ‘Papal Bulls 
and the Voyages of Discovery’ by Dr. Moti Shojania, 
Research Fellow and english professor at St. Paul’s 
College, University of Manitoba. The Mass of the Holy 
Spirit and Opening Academic Ceremony was held at 
St. Paul’s College Sept. 19.  Patterson is a third year 
student at the U of M studying English and Church 
History.  

— Contributed by Terri Scott

Good Shepherd CWL 
presents Stations of the Cross

Members of the Catholic Women’s League of Good Shep-
herd Parish in Portage la Prairie present pastor Rever-
end Eric Giddins with new Stations of the Cross for the 
church prior to Lent last Spring. Since the blessing of the 
church building in 2001 by Archbishop Weisgerber, fol-
lowing the amalgamation of St. Hyacinth’s and St. John 
the Evangelist churches, Good Shepherd had Stations of 
the Cross in the form of framed prints. The CWL saved 
funds to purchase permanent Stations of the Cross that 
were presented by Good Shepherd CWL president Karen 
McLeod and president-elect Kerry McGowan.   

— Contributed by Terri Scott
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‘Please write an article 
on poerty’

“Please write an article on poverty.” 
That was the request. But where to 

begin?  One person suggested that perhaps 
it should be a twenty part series! Will all 
those written words even begin to touch the 
hearts and minds of people?
Scriptures have a lot to say about poverty. 

Is there anyone with ears to hear? Most 
people wish it was otherwise. No one wants 
to hear of a pregnant woman having to walk 
to the hospital when her labour pains begin, 
or about a child who lies to the teacher say-
ing, “ I have forgotten my lunch,” when the 
reality is that there is no food in the house.
There is a translation of Psalm 41 which 

begins:
 “Who among us hears the cry 
 of the poor?          
 How many open their hearts 
 and heed the Call? 
 The plight of the world is a wound 
 to the very Heart of Love, 
 A scar on our own soul”
There are many who are very gener-

ous with their time and money. They give 
where they can and volunteer where they 
can. They serve towards the healing and 
needs of a troubled world. But the wounds 
of poverty are so severe that a whole soci-
etal shift has to take place.  
Wealth is no longer shared. It is hoarded. 

It provides those who have it with power to 
dictate and at times blackmail government. 
The world and its gifts belong to all. The 

chasm between those who have and those 
who don’t  grows larger and larger.  
One young man who stopped in at Micah 

House became totally incoherent and vio-
lent when I suggested that the food at soup 
kitchens was much better than what I was 
able to offer.  
When he at last calmed down, he apolo-

gized.  “Poverty sucks.  Why is there not 
enough money in the welfare budget so I 
can go grocery shopping myself?”  Why in-
deed?  $506 dollars for a single person on 
welfare must cover all costs for the month.  
Ordinary living expenses continue to rise.  

Lena, an apartment renter, received a letter 
advising her that her rent would be raised 
$350 a month. That’ s $61 dollars more that 
the total rent for someone on welfare.

Sr. Johanna Jonker 
is at Micah House
1039 Main St., Winnipeg
Phone 589-5393

The View from 
Micah House

From Aug. 23 to 27, 
twenty-one people, half 

of them priests, participated 
in the Returning to Spirit 
Workshop at Kateri Tekak-
witha Aboriginal Catholic 
Parish in Winnipeg. 
This workshop is designed 

to facilitate the Residential 
School reconciliation pro-
cess between Aboriginal 
and non-Aboriginal people. 
It focuses on the need to 

“complete” negative expe-
riences from one’s past that 
have shaped the way that a 
person perceives and values 
him or herself in the world 
and, subsequently, the way 
he or she relates to others. 
Experiences are consid-

ered “incomplete” because, 
while finished in the past, 

they remain unresolved and 
still come back to influence 
the way that we see our-
selves and get us “stuck” in 
negative relationship pat-
terns.  
The process of comple-

tion is not about blaming 
others, but about owning, 
understanding, and giving 
voice to our responses to 
situations in order to free 
ourselves from them. 
At the end of the day, the 

hurt that another person has 
caused us is ours to deal 
with. If we can understand 
and work through our re-
sponses to these experi-
ences, we can move from 
disempowerment to em-
powerment. 
At the same time, when we 

can recognize that we all go 
through a similar process to 
heal our wounds from the 
past, then there is hope for 
reconciliation.  
Participants in the August 

workshop expressed feeling 
peace, hope, and joy after 
doing “completions.”
The RTS workshops have 

been taking place all over 
Canada. The workshop in 
August was for non-Ab-
original people and is the 
same workshop that is taken 
by Aboriginal people. 
Once a person has partici-

pated in an RTS workshop, 
the last stage is to take a 
workshop with Aboriginal 
and non-Aboriginal people 
together. 
François Paradis, OMI, 

head of the leadership team 
for the August workshop, is 
very optimistic about this 
process.
“If we can heal the wounds 

left by residential schools, 
we can transform Canadian 
society, ” Paradis said. 
If you are interest in the 

Returning to Spirit program 
you can visit their website 
at www.returningtospirit.
org or contact the Winnipeg 
office by calling 204-772-
1991 or by e-mailing them 
at info@returningtospirit.
org

Contributed by
Dr. Mary LeMaître
Chair, Development 
and Peace
Archdiocese of Winnipeg

Returning to Spirit a process of empowerment

Although their stated 
purpose was to lob-

by politicians to end pov-
erty and promote peace, a 
meeting of international 
faith leaders was valu-
able because they simply 
listened to each other, 
suggested the Archbishop 
of Winnipeg.
“What struck me was 

the wonder of having that 
group (come) together 
from every religious tra-
dition, from around the 
world with the ability to 
come to a consensus,” 
said Archbishop James 
Weisgerber, a member of 
the Canadian delegation 
at the World Religions 
Summit, held June 21 to 
23 at the University of 
Winnipeg.
The summit attracted 80 

delegates from eight faith 
traditions and 24 coun-
tries to Winnipeg just be-
fore the G8/G20 summits 
held in Toronto. Another 
140 people attended as 
observers.
The archbishop also 

moderated a panel on 
peace and security which 
included John Siebert of 
Project Ploughshares, 
Walter Ruby of the New 

York-based Foundation for 
Ethnic Understanding, and 
Robert Suderman of Men-
nonite Church Canada.
This is the sixth consecu-

tive time religious leaders 
have met prior to the po-
litical summit in the same 
country, if not the same city, 
as the G8 meetings. The re-

ligious leaders pressed poli-
ticians to keep their prom-
ises regarding the United 
Nations Millennium Devel-
opment Goals, agreed to by 
192 nations in 2000 with a 
deadline of 2015.
“We need to rescue the 

earth, we need to rescue 
those in extreme poverty, 
we need to rescue the chil-
dren who are dying,” say 
Bill Francis, territorial com-
mander of the Salvation 
Army in Canada and Ber-
muda, and co-chair of the 
Canadian delegation.
In their statement handed 

directly to federal cabinet 
minister Stephen Fletcher, 
the faith leaders asked poli-

ticians to close the growing 
gap between rich and poor, 
take bold and decisive ac-
tion on climate change, and 
reduce military spending.
Summit delegates also 

heard a passionate plea 
from Senator Romeo Dal-
laire, former commander of 
UN peacekeepers during the 

1994 Rwandan genocide, to 
stop children being recruited 
as soldiers.
“We (have) actually cre-

ated a weapon system based 
on our youth, on our future 
generation,” Dallaire said 
in a stirring speech. “This is 
not now just a crime against 
humanity, but it is a sin.”
He said that the challenge 

for world leaders–religious 
and political– is to view ev-
ery person as equally human, 
a lesson he learned firsthand 
from a young orphaned boy 
in a Rwandan village, found 
wandering near where his 
family lay dead.
“His stomach was bloated, 

he was dirty, there were 

rags on him,” Dallaire re-
called. “What I saw in the 
eyes of that little boy were 
exactly what I saw in the 
eyes of my son when I 
left for Africa. They were 
exactly the same.”
Religious communities 

need to move well be-
yond what is politically 
astute and pursue their 
dreams and visions of a 
better world, one where 
30,000 children don’t die 
every day, Rev. Jim Wallis 
of Sojourners magazine 
told the delegates. Wallis 
said that statistic recently 
prompted his young son 
to pray for a world where 
children don’t die.
Weisgerber said the 

summit showed him that 
faith groups need to work 
at issues of poverty and 
justice both within their 
own communities and in 
the political realm.
“There is a way in which 

religious groups are being 
pushed out of the public 
sphere,” he said. “As be-
lievers we have the same 
rights and responsibili-
ties to determine what the 
common good is.”
Contributed by
Brenda Suderman

A Returning to Spirit workshop was held at Kateri Tekakwitha Aboriginal Catholic Parish Aug. 23 to Aug. 27.

World Religions Summit June 21-23 University of Winnipeg 
‘We need to rescue those in extreme poverty’

‘Religious groups are being pushed out  
of the public sphere  We have the same rights  

and responsibilities to determine  
what the common good is.’
— Archbishop Weisgerber
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October 2     7:00 pm     Interfaith Gathering    
     Our Lady of  Perpetual Help Parish, Winnipeg
October 5     12:00     CHAM Meeting    Norwood Hotel, Winnipeg
October 6     10:30     Archdiocesan Council on Catholic Education, Winnipeg
October 11-14    Canon Law Conference, Buffalo
October 16     10:00     Confrimation, Our Lady of  Seven Sorrow’s Parish    
     Camperville
October 17    11:00     Confirmation, St Joseph the Worker Parish, Russell
October 18-21      Priest Study Days, Elkhorn Resort
October 25-29      CCCB Plenary, Cornwall, Ont.
October 29     7:30      Confirmation, St Lazare Parish, St Lazare
November 2     6:30      St Paul’s High School Crusader Dinner
     Convention Centre, Winnipeg
November 4      6:00      Catholic Schools Celebration Evening    
     Holy Ghost Parish, Winnipeg
November 5     7:00      St. Peter’s Musical Concert    
     Pantages Playhouse, Winnipeg
November 7     12:00     International Day Mass, St Mary’s Academy, Winnipeg
November 7     3:00      Reception of  Honourary Degree, St John’s College, Winnipeg
November 10   2:30      Youth Advisory Board
November 14   11:00      Feast Day, St Felix de Valois Parish, Dunrea
November 17    2:00      Meeting with the Diaconate Community
     St. Charles’ Parish, Winnipeg
November 25    6:30     Misericordia Health Centre 
     Long Service and Retirement Dinner 
     Fort Garry Hotel    Winnipeg
November 26-27      Social Justice Conference, St Paul’s High School, Winnipeg
November 28-29      Visit to Kinghts of  Columbus Supreme Headquarters    
     New Haven, Conn.

Archbishop Weisgerber’s Schedule  

World Religions Summit  
Archbishop Weisgerber moderates a discussion on peace and security as a member of  the Ca-
nadian delegation at the World Religions Summit, held June 21 to 23 at the University of  Winni-
peg. The summit attracted 80 delegates from 24 countries and eight faith traditions in advance 
of  the G8/G20 summit meetings held in Toronto. See Story on page 7. Photo by Dan Dyck, Men-
nonite Church Canada.

My fellow disciples,
In 2005, the nine-

tieth anniversary of 
the Archdiocese, we 
adopted a ten year 
pastoral plan to pre-
pare for the celebra-
tion of our centenary 
in 2015. This plan 
was formulated with 
the active participa-
tion of the Council of Priests, deanery councils 
and the Archdiocesan Pastoral Council.

2006-2008 was dedicated to a renewal of the 
liturgy which celebrates our identity. In the lit-
urgy, particularly the Sunday Eucharist, we re-
member that God has chosen us in Christ and 
made us his people. We gather to listen to God’s 
Word and to receive His Spirit who draws us 
closer to the Father and incorporates us into the 
Church, the Body of Christ.

2008-2010 invited the Archdiocesan family 
into programs of faith formation. Faith shar-
ing, Bible study groups, etc. help us reflect on 
who we are. The gift of faith, membership in 
the Church, the Body of Christ are wonderfully 
rich gifts and the more we can understand what 
God has done and is doing among us, the more 
we can appreciate and treasure the gifts we 
have received.

In the next two years, 2010 to 2011 we are 
invited to embrace a new challenge, steward-
ship, which is an integral follow-up to what 
has gone before. Celebrating God’s choice of 
us and becoming more aware of who we are 
leads to a reflection on how we respond. God 
has shared Himself with us, made us one with 
Him in Christ. God now invites us to live as 
witnesses to His power and love.

Stewardship speaks of a life-style, a life of 
discipleship. Stewardship helps us understand 
and helps us choose to be disciples “with all 
your heart, with all your soul and all your 
mind.” What does this mean in practice? How 
do we as communities of faith and as families 
and as individuals translate the Lord’s invita-
tion into the practicalities of daily life, so that 
we can be witnesses to him in our day to day 
life? These are the questions and the challenges 
addressed by stewardship.

I believe our pastoral plan’s next two years 
will be crucial for our growth as a people. I en-
courage every parish community to organize 
some activities in respect to stewardship and I 
invite all parishioners to take a new and fresh 
look at how we live our lives as disciples of 
Jesus. If we respond, all of us, with all our heart 
and all our soul and all our mind, these next 
two years can be years of grace and great bless-
ings.

The Pastoral Plan:
Stewardship

+V. James Weisgerber 
Archbishop of Winnipeg

Swing and a Prayer  
Archbishop Weisgerber prepares to tee 
off   with, from left, Michael Willcock, Bob 
Coughlin and Guy Coughlin in the seventh 
annual Archdiocese of  Winnipeg Swing and 
a Prayer golf  tournament in support of  the 
archdiocesan vocations and seminarians 
fund. The tournament was held at Winni-
peg’s Breezy Bend Golf  and Country Club 
July 26.  


