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Archdiocese celebrates ordination to transitional diaconate

T

he Archdiocese
of Winnipeg’s
newest deacon
was told by Archbishop James Weisgerber
“the role of the deacon is to remind each
of us to love as Jesus
loved.” The archbishop
presided at Eric Zadji’s
ordination to the transitional diaconate Dec.
17 at St. Paul the Apostle Parish in Winnipeg.
Weisgerber said the
season of Advent “is
such an appropriate
time to have an ordination. In these four
weeks we think of two
things; of God’s promise to come and save
us and how he fulﬁlled
that promise by coming
to us in Jesus, Emanuel, the one who is with
us.”
Weisgerber said Zadji
chose to be ordained on
that day because it is on
that day 27 years ago
that his father passed

away. “On such a sad
day for his mother and
his family Eric wanted
to bring some joy,” the
archbishop said.
Zadji, 33, is originally
from the Republic of
Benin, a small country
in West Africa. He graduated from the Catholic
Theological Union in
Chicago in May 2010.
A cousin had been living in Winnipeg and
Zadji decided to look
into becoming a priest
in the Archdiocese of
Winnipeg. He ﬁrst met
with Fr. Jose Medeiros,
pastor at St. Paul the
Apostle Church and
later with Archbishop
Weisgerber. Since last
summer Zadji has been
a seminarian intern at
St. Paul the Apostle.
“Each of us and the
universal church is
charged with the mission of Jesus,” Weisgerber said. “Every one of
us has the privilege and

gether. ”
Weisgerber said the
deacon “proclaims the
gospel and the gospel
calls us to serve. The
deacon proclaims the
prayers of the faithful
out of the need of the
world and the need of
the community. We are
led by the deacon to live
as the body of Christ.”
The archbishop said
the deacon “becomes
a sign and a symbol of
what all of us are called
to be. Eric will allow
this gift to transform
his life into one of service.”
“Eric receives the gift
of the diaconate for our
sake, for the sake of the
community,” WesigerDeacon Eric Zadji was ordained to the transitional diaconate by Arch- ber said.
bishop James Weisgerber on Dec. 17. Photo by Paul Swart.
“You are a great gift
of God for us, to lead
responsibility of the Weisgerber said the together but do differGod’s people in the
mission of Jesus and we bishop is the chief ent jobs, ” he said. “A
imitation of Jesus.”
are given people to lead shepherd and has the priest and pastor’s chief
us, to encourage us to assistance of priests role is to preach and to Contributed by
be the church of Jesus.” and deacons. “We work keep the community to- James Buchok

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

Ukrainian Church and Welcome Home
host annual ecumenical gathering

T

he Christian churches of Winnipeg gathered Jan. 20 for the tenth
annual ecumenical gathering of church leaders
and their chancery staffs
to mark the 2011 Week
Of Prayer For Christian
Unity, which began Jan.
23.
The Ukrainian Archeparchy of Winnipeg hosted
this year’s gathering.
Metropolitan for Ukrainian Catholics in Canada,
Archbishop
Lawrence
Huculak, welcomed all
to St. Andrew the First
Called Ukrainian Catholic Church in Winnipeg’s
Point Douglas neighbourhood.
The metropolitan explained that St. Andrew
is one of three of the
archeparchy’s 15 churches that follows the Julian
calendar and for that reason a nativity scene re-

mained in the church as
did Christmas trees and
other decorations that
would remain and Christmas carols would continue to be sung until the
Feast of the Presentation
of Jesus at the Temple on
Feb. 2.
“The liturgical life of
the people in the church
is extremely important,”
Huculak said.
Rev. Fr. Michael Smolinski, a Ukrainian Catholic
Redemptorist priest, led
the gathering in Vespers.
Smolinski is also director
of The Welcome Home, a
facility a few doors away
from the church. The
Welcome Home was established by the Redemptorists in a large house in
the inner city neighbourhood where people in the
community are invited to
gather for celebrations,
prayers and worship.

The Welcome Home was
opened in 1993 and Smolinski has been director
for the past six years.
The Redemptorists are
an international Catholic
religious order of men
founded in 1732 by Saint
Alphonsus Liguori with
a mission to spread the
Gospel to the poor and
most abandoned.
Smolinksi
explained
that The Welcome Home
is a “concrete response”
to the needs of the people
of the inner city.
The Welcome Home
hosts weekly family
nights with a meal for 30
to 60 people. It also houses a chapel for masses,
baptisms and prayer services. It also provides a
children’s summer day
camp and young adult
ministry.
The staff, which includes
a second Redemptorist

Rev. Fr. Michael Smolinski, left, and Metropolitan for Ukrainian Catholics
in Canada Archbishop Lawrence Huculak hosted Winnipeg’s annual ecumenical gathering of church leaders and their staffs Jan. 20.

priest and a full time volunteer, all of whom live
at the home, also work
one and one with young
people at risk.
The Redemptorists invite lay people to live with
them in the community to
experience their life and
ministry. Over nearly
three decades Ukrainian
Catholic young adults

from across Canada have
given a year of their lives
to serve the mission of the
Welcome Home.
“The inner city people
long for freedom from
the oppression of poverty,” Smolinski said. “All
types of people come
here. The needs of the
people in the inner city
are real and their faith is

strong,” he said.
A different church hosts
the annual ecumenical
gathering each year. In
2012 the local ofﬁces
of the Anglican Church
will host the 11th annual
gathering.
Contributed by
James Buchok
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The Catholic Foundation of Manitoba
will be honouring St Amant for its work with individuals with developmental disabilities
and their families, at the 33rd Annual Caritas Award Dinner
Thursday, April 14, 2011 at the Winnipeg Convention Centre.
For further information or to arrange for tickets, contact
The Catholic Foundation of Manitoba at (204) 233-4268 or e-mail: cfmb@mts.net

“Love is God’s greatest gift to humanity;
it is God’s promise and our hope.”
— Pope Benedict XVI, Caritas in Veritate.

S

www.archwinnipeg.ca

Find more event listings at

hare Lent 2011 is the annual campaign of the Canadian Catholic
Organization for Development and Peace. Your gifts through
Share Lent grow wisely in the hands of people in Asia, Africa,
Latin America and the Middle East.
You are invited to give, with love, so that they can participate more
fully in the feast of life.
Show your gratitude for God’s love through your generous gifts to
Development and Peace this Lent.

Captain Miles MacDonell Assembly #0370
Knights of Columbus
35th Annual Dinner & Draw in support of
Catholic Parochial School Education
St. Edward’s Catholic School
will be the 2011 Recipient of the funds
Date: Wednesday, April 27th, 2011 Time: 6:00 p.m.
Cocktail Hour with Dinner and Draw to follow
Location: Blessed John XXIII Parish Auditorium
3390 Portage Ave., Winnipeg
Cost: Dinner & Draw ticket $50.00.
Draw only ticket $25.00
($20.00 tax receipt to be provided)
Limited ticket printing of 350
Over the past 7 years, $64,000 has been raised
for Catholic Education
For tickets Call St. Edward’s School Ofﬁce at 774-8773

A

Shekinah at St. Benedict’s

re you currently engaged in a ministry? Are you part of a Christian
faith community? Have you had requests from others to accompany
them spiritually? Do you sense that God may be leading you in this direction? St.Benedict’s offers a 2-year Formation Program in Spiritual Direction
(called ‘Shekinah’) which will allow you to explore this path and discern the
Spirit’s invitation. Our new program is scheduled to begin August 2011. Call
Sr. Mary Coswin for more information and/or Kimberly for an application
packet. (‘Shekinah’ is the name given to describe the Immanent presence of
God in our lives.)

Not For
Sale!
A conference
on Human
Trafﬁcking
At St. Charles
Church
320 St. Charles
Street. on Sun.,
Feb. 20, from 2
to 4 p.m. What
are the issues?
What is being
done? How can
WE help? A
question period
and coffee will
follow. Doors
open at 1:30.
Admission is
free. For information contact
Florence at
889-4941
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Servant Leadership

I

n John 13:1-17, Jesus
as a servant kneels and
washes the feet of his
disciples. In this simple
gesture he reveals the
face of God and a new
way for us to exercise
authority through humility and service.
Catholic school administrators, teachers, and
support staff will focus
on the ideas of servant
leadership in a series
of workshops this year
with Dr. Carolyn Crippen of the University
of Victoria. Her work
is based on the ideas
of Robert K. Greenleaf
who stated in The Servant as Leader;
The servant-leader is
servant ﬁrst… It begins
with the natural feeling
that one

Robert Praznik

wants to serve, to serve
ﬁrst. Then conscious
choice brings one to
aspire to lead…The difference manifests itself
in the care taken by the
servant – ﬁrst to make
sure that other people’s
highest priority needs
are being served. The
best test, and difﬁcult to

administer, is: do those
served grow as persons;
do they, while being
served, become healthier, wiser, freer, more
autonomous, more likely
themselves to become
servants?
The workshops will introduce the philosophy
of servant leadership
and allow participants
to identify strengths and
challenges in their leadership-followership-service style. It is our hope
that the philosophy of
servant leadership as
modeled to us by Jesus
will become a guiding
principle in our eighteen
Catholic school communities in Manitoba.
At this time of year, the
Catholic schools in Winnipeg are hosting open

Catholic
education
goes beyond
preparation for a
secular life; it is
an education that
prepares students
for a Christian
life. This is one of
the greatest gifts
we can give a
child.
houses as they begin
the registration process
for the 2011/12 school
year. I encourage you to
visit these open houses
or feel free to call the
schools to arrange a visit
so that your children or

grandchildren can take
full advantage of the
beneﬁts of a Catholic
education.
Catholic
education
goes beyond preparation
for a secular life; it is an
education that prepares
students for a Christian
life. This is one of the
greatest gifts we can
give a child.
It is the reality of our
current situation that
Catholic Schools of
Manitoba only receive
partial funding from the
government. Our schools
operate with the support
and efforts of parents,
families, pastors, parishes, religious orders,
the Knights of Columbus, and the staff of our
schools and the faithful
of the Archdiocese. It is

only through the contributions of so many that
we are able to offer a
high quality Catholic
education to approximately ﬁve thousand
students in the province
each year. Your support
and prayer is very much
appreciated.
Catholic education is
an investment in the future of a child and society. We need to be the
servant leaders of today
so we can develop the
servant leaders of the
future.
God Bless
Robert Praznik
Director of Education
Archdiocese of
Winnipeg
Catholic Schools

St. Augustine School
330-3rd St.
Brandon, MB
R7B 3C3
Grades K-8
Enrollment 210

Mission Statement
St. Augustine seeks to provide a safe educational environment for all students
which will allow growth academically, physically, socially, emotionally and
spiritually. A school environment is created in which a belief in God’s teachings are integrated into the school program and stressed as a way of life.

Holy Ghost School
Excellence in Catholic Education for the Entire Family
A Kindergarten to Grade 12 School

PUBLIC

OPEN HOUSE
1 block south of Chevrier

St. Maurice 222804 LSM Feb2.indd 1

Kindergarten to Grade 8
333 Selkirk Ave., Winnipeg
For information phone: 582-1053
email: office@holyghostschool.ca
www.holyghostschool.ca
Principal: David Hood
Pastor: Rev. Maciej Pajak, O.M.I.

SMA

020211-222804-DW

Thursday, February 17
7:00 p.m.

12/17/10 8:59:30 AM

An advantage for life.

Students at St. Mary’s Academy know that education is more than
just opening a book. It’s being part of a community that encourages
academic excellence, spiritual growth, athletic and artistic ability.
It’s developing the skills and self confidence to become the best
person they can be.
A community of learning, faith and service
... this is my school.

S t. M a r y ’s A c a d e m y
E D UC AT IN G YO UN G W OM E n w it h in a cat hol ic fai th com m u nit y

550 Wellington Crescent • Winnipeg MB • R3M 0C1 • 204.477.0244 • www.stmarysacademy.mb.ca
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Catholic Schools Week Feb. 13-18, 2011
St. Maurice sings karaoke for social justice

I

Joyful noise from
Our Lady
of Victory
Above and at right,
students at Our Lady of
Victory school present
a Christmas concert.
Above, right a student
choir performs at Riverview Health Centre

A

Excitement at St. Charles School

t St. Charles Catholic
School there is a lot
to be excited about when
it comes to our music program. We have choirs, violin groups, rock bands, and
Orff clubs, to name a few
elements of our program.
St. Charles’ Grade 6-8 students have a very special
opportunity this year. They
are working with Mr. Fred
Penner who is teaching the
students about song-writing, recording and about
our community. The stories and experiences that he
shares are invaluable.
St. Charles offers violin classes as a part of the
grade 3-5 music program.
Students learn the basics
of playing the instrument,
they read standard music

notation, and they play
multi-part pieces. Our violin groups have performed
at the Winnipeg Music
Festival, the Archdiocese
of St. Boniface, our school
masses and at a variety of
community events.
This year, St. Charles will
compete in the Winnipeg
Music Festival for the second time. Two elementary
choirs from Grades 1-4 and
two violin ensembles from
Grades 3-5 will perform at
the festival in March.
Students at St. Charles
have an opportunity to participate in rock band activities during our contemporary band classes, and as
extra-curricular activities.
Students learn the basics
of playing the drum kit,

guitar, bass guitar, piano
and violin. The grade 68 students always have a
good time playing in small
groups as they discover the
intricacies of learning these
instruments.
Students who wish to
learn more about music can
participate in our weekly
private music lessons in
our before and after school
program. They have a lesson with one of our instructors where they can learn
beginner to advanced skills
in almost any instrument
imaginable.
There’s a lot to be excited
about at St. Charles Catholic School.
Contributed by
Kyle Katch

n early November we
were in our weekly
meeting trying to think of
a Christmas campaign that
could capture students’
imaginations and raise
funds for a worthy cause.
Little by little ideas started
ﬂying through the air and
when they all settled we
had our Christmas Karaoke
for a Cause campaign.
Students and teachers
would sign up to sing their
favourite Christmas carol
accompanied with the instrumental music courtesy of youtube. The funds
would go to the purchase of
a herd of goats for a farmer
in the developing world.
From the germination of
the idea to its completion
there was plenty of work to
do: publicising the event,
ﬁnding all the songs and
versions, and checking the
cafeteria for an internet
connection and adequate
space.
Alas it was time for the
event. Imagine a cafeteria full of high school students listening respectfully
to a rather shy grade ten
student’s heartfelt rendition
of Mary Did You Know.
Wow!
Then there was the teachers’ tongue and cheek rendition of Santa was Ran Over

Students raised funds to purchase a herd of
goats for a farmer in a developing country.

by a Reindeer. Hilarious!
The money raised from
the campaign was almost
secondary; the community
building and the awareness it created was worth
much more. Perhaps the
most signiﬁcant social justice component of the event
was making everyone feel

like he or she belonged.
After all, you can’t expect
students to be interested in
social justice until they see
and feel it themselves.
Contributed by the
Social Justice Committee,
St. Maurice School

Our Lady of Victory Catholic School
(PreK to 8)

Invites you to attend an informational
Open House together with an International
Evening on Tues., Feb. 15, 6:30 p.m. at
249 Arnold Ave. (Arnold & Osborne). For
more information, please contact Mrs. Jodi
Dirk, Administrative Assistant:
452-7632 olv@shawbiz.ca or visit
www.victoryedu.com

Our Lady
of Vic-
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Holy Ghost School
‘To strive to educate the child in
areas of spiritual, academic
and social growth, with the belief
that each child is unique
and gifted by God’

H

oly Ghost School is
a Kindergarten to
Grade 8 Catholic School
located in Winnipeg’s
North End. Certiﬁed
teachers teach a religion
program in addition to the
regular provincial curriculum.
The school offers Polish
language heritage classes,
before and after program,
extra-curricular activities,
interschool sports programs with a full physical
education program from
K-8 and reasonable fees.
As a school community,
we also prepare for the
sacraments of First Reconciliation, First Communion and Conﬁrmation
with Holy Ghost Parish.
Commencing September
2011, full-time Kindergarten will be offered.
In 1899 the Polish Missionary Oblates came to
Winnipeg to establish
Holy Ghost Parish and in
1902 they created Holy
Ghost School. The school
became very popular and
gained students from all
over the area. Due to the
large area of pastoral
work, the Missionary Oblates asked the Benedictine Sisters to work and
serve at the school.
In 1958 the original
building was torn down
and a new building was
erected.
Over the years Holy
Ghost School was supported and maintained
with the help of the parish. Basically, the school
was ﬁnanced by the parish and student’s tuitions.
This situation required
the involvement of many
volunteers who with great
dedication endlessly fundraised for the needs of the
school.
In the late eighties, Holy
Ghost Parish was approached by the Canadian
Polish Congress with a
request to accommodate
Saturday Polish school allowing the use of school
facilities. Since that time,
Polish language students
are welcomed and supported by Holy Ghost Parish.
Over the last few years
high enrolment and old

buildings required serious
attention and action had
to be taken by the pastor,
school board and ﬁnance
committee. After a great
amount of discussion and
research, the decision was
made to proceed with the
large undertaking of renovating and construction.
The funds had been well
invested over many years
providing the opportunity
to proceed immediately
with the project. It is in
gratitude to the school ﬁnance committee who for
so many years continued
to save and invest funds
in preparation for the future needs of Holy Ghost
School.
On Dec, 13, 2010, a
prayer service was held
in the prayer area of the
new addition to the school
which was celebrated by
Archbishop James Weisgerber and con-celebrated
by Fr. Maciej Pajak, OMI,
pastor of Holy Ghost Parish and president of Holy
Ghost School. During
this service, His Grace
performed the ofﬁcial
opening and blessing of
the new addition to the

At left, Archbishop Weisgerber blesses the school’s library, at right a student choir performs.

school. This event was attended by students, staff
and parents of the school.
Also in attendance were
Fr. Mieczyslaw Burdzy,
OMI – Associate Pastor of
Holy Ghost Church who
led the students in hymns
throughout the service;
Sisters of St. Benedict;
Robert Praznik, Director
of Catholic Education for
the Archdiocese of Winnipeg and the Holy Ghost
School Board of Directors.
Following the service.

St. John
Brebeuf

Catholic School
Living, Learning, Serving in Christ

A Christ-centred K to 8 education with
a focus on academic excellence and
social justice.
• Full Time Kindergarten
• Dynamic Programs: Computer Literacy,
AIM French, Orff Music and Tyner &
Barton Literacy
• Interactive SMART Boards in
every classroom
• Before & After School
Care, with optional
private piano and
guitar lessons
• Convenient central
location
• Open to other faiths
For more information, call 489-2115 (Ext. 241)
or email schoolofﬁce@sjbcommunity.ca
www.sjbcommunity.ca/school
St. John Brebeuf Catholic School
GENERAL STUDENT RECRUITMENT
NEW WINE PRESS

Clarence Losier, chairperson of the board of
directors called upon the
archbishop and board
members. Joe Ostrowski
and Wojciech Rzeszowski
to unveil a plaque specially erected in appreciation
to Fr. Pajak for his dedication, commitment and
sacriﬁce in seeing this
project come to fruition
and making the dream a
reality. This plaque was in
gratitude for his guidance
and support in continuing
to provide a community

of faith serving our youth
and in appreciation to the
staff of Holy Ghost School
for their dedication and
devotion in educating our
youth.
A reception followed in
the school gym to which
all were invited and tours
were provided to enable
parents and visitors to
see the completion of the
new facilities including
the administrative ofﬁces,
kindergarten and Grade
One classrooms, computer room, library and ataff

room.
Information, tours and
applications may be obtained by calling the
school at 582-1053 or email at schoolofﬁce@hol
yghostschool.ca .
Contributed by
President,
Fr. Maciej Pajak, OMI
Principal, David Hood
Chairperson,
Board of Directors,
Clarence Losier
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Nathanael and Summons gather
at Good Shepherd to learn of aboriginal spirituality

R

The President’s English
Mary-Margaret Patterson, right, Catholic Women’s
League of Canada Winnipeg Diocesan President,
currently studying at St. Paul’s College, was the recent winner of the William Briskie Memorial Scholarship for Excellence in English. The presentation
was made by the Director of Library Services Georgina Lewis. The ceremony took place at Christ the
King Chapel at St. Paul’s College on Sunday, Jan.
23.
Contributed by Terri Scott

Marriage Encounter
weekend March 4-6

T

he Worldwide Marriage
Encounter Weekend is a
positive and personal experience offering married couples an opportunity to learn
a technique of loving communication that they can use
for the rest of their lives. It is
a chance to look deeply into
their relationship with each
other and with God. It is a
time to share their feelings,
hopes and dreams with each
other.
It is not a retreat, marriage
clinic, group sensitivity, or a
substitute for counseling. It
is a unique approach aimed
at revitalizing marriage.
Worldwide Marriage Encounter is unique in that a series of presentations is given
by a team of Catholic couples and a priest. Each presentation allows you to look
at yourself as an individual,
and then to look at your relationship to those with whom
you live and work and to
whom you minister. Finally,
you are led to look at your
relationship with God, the
Church as a whole, and the
world. Married couples view
all these relationships in
terms of their own vocation,
but the principles are freely
applicable to the priesthood
and religious life as well.
The atmosphere is relaxed
and non-invasive. Most participants say they are hardly
aware of the others in attendance.
The weekend is oriented
strictly to each individual
couple. You concentrate on
your spouse to such an extent
that you are hardly aware of
the other couples present.
The presentations are given
to the group as a whole.
After each presentation, the
husband and wife have time
in the privacy of their room
for their own personal discussion. There is no group
sharing on the weekend.

The primary beneﬁt for
priests and religious who
attend a weekend is a better understanding of family
life ministries within their
churches. There is a very
high correlation of couples
who attend a weekend, and
later become actively involved in their parish communities. This is primarily
due to a better understanding
for their Sacrament of Holy
Matrimony.
We have a dream that all
priests and religious in our
diocese experience a weekend. These individuals will
subsequently recognize that
couples and clergy who attend a weekend have a deeper understanding and appreciation of themselves, their
spouse and their relationship
with God.
On the weekend, you will
be asked to make a donation. This donation, which
is made anonymously, will
cover the expenses of lodging, food, and materials for
the weekend. A non-refundable application fee of $50
is required to conﬁrm your
application. There is limited
capacity; so early application is encouraged.
For more information or to
register for the next weekend
on March 4-6, 2011, contact
Tony and Rosemary van Rosmalen at 895-9209 or email
tony.vanrosmalen@gmail.
com .
No priest or couple is ever
denied the chance to experience a weekend because of
ﬁnancial difﬁculties. This
concern should not inﬂuence your decision to attend
a weekend.
Worldwide Marriage Encounter is a tax-exempt organization. The application
fee can be waived based on
ﬁnancial need
Contributed by
John and Pat Hosang

ev E. Giddins and
Good Shepherd Parish
in Portage la Prairie hosted
the Nathanael and Summons Lay Ministry Formation groups in an Aboriginal Spirituality Workshop
on Oct 16 and 17 with guest
speakers Sr. Eva Solomon
and Rev. Stanley McKay.
The groups were given
the opportunity to learn the
unique ways aboriginals
embrace and express Christ
in their art, symbolism and
faith traditions.
Sr. Eva, an Anishinaabe
from the Ojibway First Nation, has been a member of
the Sisters of St. Joseph for
30 years. She holds a BA
and B.Ed in Native Studies
and a Doctorate in Cross
Cultural Ministry and is
committed to the inculturation of faith, focused on the
importance for aboriginal
people to reclaim their native spirituality.
Saturday began with a sacred puriﬁcation ceremony.
Tobacco, cedar, sage and
sweetgrass were burned
in a smudge pot while Sr.
Eva fanned the smoke over
the meeting hall with an
eagle feather. For many, the
weaving together of traditional native culture and
Christian spirituality was a
new experience.
Theologians describe this
as the process of inculturation. Sr. Eva explained the
importance for aboriginals
to integrate traditional
ceremonies and culture,
enriching their religious
experience. She brought a
selection of church banners

T

Sr. Eva Solomon and Rev. Stan McKay

illustrating how native images of land, earth and
animals have been incorporated into their worship.
Sr. Eva said interculturation engages in respectful
cross cultural communication. The opportunity then
exists to incorporate the
best of each to enrich and
challenge one’s culture,
while growing in faith and
love through Jesus.
Sr. Eva explaioned that the
concept did not exist when
missionaries
introduced
the Catholic faith to native
people. They imposed a
European style Christianity believing it was the only
acceptable form of worship. They believed native
culture and spirituality was
pagan and “just not good
enough,” she said.
“When you are continually told your language is
no good, your culture isn’t
good enough, your education system isn’t good
enough, then you begin to
internalize that message
and accept that you aren’t
good enough. The only

thing good enough was native land.”
She said this is the primary reason aboriginals are
angry and frustrated, adding it was regrettable but,
“the church and its missionaries just didn’t know
any better.”
Today the church recognizes that God has given
all people their own culture
and spirituality, encouraging them to integrate these
practices into their worship.
Sunday morning the
groups joined with Good
Shepherd parishioners for
Mass followed by a presentation by Rev. McKay,
an aboriginal educator and
former Moderator of the
United Church of Canada. McKay was raised on
Fisher River First Nation, a
Cree community in Northern Manitoba. He spent 11
years in pastoral ministry
and has contributed widely
to leadership in the aboriginal community in Canada
and in the church.
Rev. McKay reﬂected on

the importance of cross
cultural acceptance.
“My truth does not deny
your truth,” he said. He
explained at the very heart
of our relationship with
aboriginals is the spirit of
the treaties. “For First Nation people that spirit has
bound us together as in a
covenant. We are familiar
with covenants as sacred
bonds formed between God
and his people which were
meant to be everlasting, as
are the treaty covenants,”
he said.
“Aboriginals understood
the treaties were sacred
documents, bonding three
into one; the Creator-God,
the Queen’s Representatives and First Nations Peoples,” Rev. McKay said.
Not everyone viewed treaties in the same way. For
the European settlers they
were more about gaining
access to land.
“Today is the time for all
of us to recognize aboriginal people for their sense of
spirit, closeness to creation,
love for nature and respect
for the land that belongs to
the Creator,” he said.
“The land that gives life,
the land that they prepared
to share with the Covenant
makers. By virtue of those
promises made in perpetuity so long ago, we are
now bound together in
that Covenant. We are all
treaty people.”
Contributed by
Ingrid Kerger

Bat Kol studies the Bible using Jewish sources

he covenant between
God and the Jewish people has never been revoked,
stated Pope John Paul II in
1985 and his words became
a cornerstone for the founding of Jerusalem’s Bat Kol
Institute.
Bat Kol is a training program for Christians to study
the Bible, within its Jewish
milieu, using Jewish sources.
“God chose a people for
a mission to the world, to
proclaim God, and today
you have to listen to them,”
said Sr. Maureena Fritz, one
of Bat Kol’s founding members, speaking in Winnipeg
Nov. 26 to Christian educators who had been invited to
a session to learn about Bat
Kol.
The session was convened
by Winnipeg’s 10-member
Bat Kol committee made up
of representatives from the
Archdiocese of Winnipeg,
Archdiocese of St. Boniface
and the Ukrainian Archeparchy of Winnipeg.
Fritz taught for seven years

Sr. Maureena Fritz
at St. Michael’s College in
Toronto before starting Bat
Kol in Toronto in 1983, it
was later relocated to Jerusalem. Since 1992 more than
300 people have become
alumni of Bat Kol including
three on the Winnipeg committee. The institute operates every July with about
20 people per session from
around the world.
Fritz was in Canada to receive the 2010 Faith and
Culture Gold Medal Award
from Assumption University in Windsor, Ont., and

was invited to speak to the
Winnipeg group.
Fritz said Bat Kol answers
the call of the Vatican II
document Nostra Aetate, a
declaration on the relation of
the church with non-Christian religions. Nostra Aetate
states that “the Jews still
remain most dear to God.”
She described the document
as “a paradigm shift” on the
part of the church toward
Jewish people.
“For 2,000 years Christians have tried to replace
Jews as the chosen people,”
said Fritz
Fritz said without the Old
Testament, which contains
the Jewish Torah, “the New
Testament is incomprehensible. When I’m teaching
this I want people to walk
away changed by the teaching,” said.Fritz, a member
of the ten-person Bat Kol
faculty.
According to its literature
the goal of Bat Kol is to promote the study of the Torah
as transmitted today through

Jewish traditions, which,
according to the institute,
formed the consciousness of
Jesus and the early church
and are “an ongoing source
of revelation for the nations.”
Bat Kol works to foster an
understanding and appreciation of Jewish prayer and
the Jewish biblical cycle. It
emphasizes Christian selfunderstanding “in a manner
that respects the Jewish people and reveres the integrity
of their traditions.”
Bat Kol also seeks “to extend the riches of the Hebrew scriptures and traditions in regular study of the
Bible by Christians.”
There are Bat Kol groups
around the world including
in the Philippines, South
Africa, India, United States,
Canada, Australia, Ireland
and Brazil.
Contributed by
James Buchok
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Social Justice Conference Nov. 26-27

A

Life and Dignity for All

person becomes truly
alive when they live for
others, said Archbishop of
Winnipeg James Weisgerber,
“and that is the meaning of
the church,” he added.
Weisgerber was speaking
at a social justice conference
entitled Life and Dignity
for All sponsored by Micah
House, the Archdiocese of
Winnipeg’s Catholic Centre
for Social Justice, and hosted
by St. Paul’s High School
Nov. 26 and 27.
“If we live for ourselves
we’re not going to be of
any help to anybody and we
won’t be alive,” Weisgerber
said as he addressed the topic
of What is Life? The conference presented sessions on
dignity for the aging, communities in crisis, gang culture, unwanted pregnancies
and adoption options, and
the challenges of living on
First Nations reserves. A
ministry fair ran throughout
the conference with information displays from more than
a dozen social agencies.
“To be human, to be living,
we all interpret it in different ways. What it means to
be alive determines how we
live and how we trust others,” Weisgerber said.
“In the Book of Genesis
God created Adam just as
every one of us was created
by God and is chosen by

Archbishop Weisgerber and Sr. Johanna Jonker,
coordinator at Micah House, the Archdiocese of
Winnipeg’s Catholic Centre for Social Justice.
God. The spirit of God is in
each one of us. God breathed
into us His own life, we all
share the life and image of
God, ” the archbishop said.
“We are made for each other.
It is in relationships that we
bear God’s image.”
Weisgerber said in the Garden of Eden it was not good
for man to be alone “because
alone he could not reach his
potential, he could not learn
to love. He said God told
Adam and Eve “ ‘all this I
give to you but do not eat
of this tree.’ Adam and Eve
chose sin and created havoc
for the rest of us. Sin was
quickly followed by hate,
war and murder. When we
choose sin we create chaos.

None of that is part of God’s
plan.”
“We are free to choose who
we are, ” Weisgerber said.
“We create our lives and
identity by the choices we
make; life, death, virtue or
sin. You have to choose to do
the right thing, ” he said.
“Take a snapshot of the
world,” said Weisgeber,
“it’s a travesty how so many
people are hungry, have no
safety, are forced into the sex
trade. All those things are
happening to these wonderful creatures that God has
made.”
Weisgerber said the long
nights of the Christmas season in places like Winnipeg
are symbolic. “When things

were really dark God came
to the rescue in the person of
Jesus, this is God’s new plan.
Humanity didn’t respond too
well to God’s old plan, so He
made a new one. God does
not give up on us until His
purpose for us is complete.”
“Jesus comes to teach us
what it means to be truly
alive,” Weisgerber said.
“Jesus is God entering into
our human condition. He is
the model of what it means
to be human. He shows us
what living truly means and
it means being there for other
people. He combines serving
and loving God with loving
our neighbour.”
The archbishop said during
the sacrament of reconciliation a person might say they
fear they have destroyed
God’s plan. “But God creates another plan and the
new plan is always better
than the old plan.” He said he
has seen how a person who
recovers from an addiction
“becomes greater than they
ever were.”
“God has a plan for us and
the whole world and the plan
is that we become a people
of loving care,” Weisgerber
said. “Each one of us is part
of bringing his creation into
being.”
Contributed by
James Buchok

Lack of charity is at the root of economic disasters

A

lack of charity in the
world is the cause of its
economic disasters and that
concept forms the basis for
Pope Benedict XVI’s third
encyclical Caritas in Veritate, says a Jesuit economist.
“Individual greed and acquisitiveness is not the way
to build a society,” said Fr.
Bill Ryan S.J., as he presented an analysis of the encyclical Nov. 7 at St. Paul’s
College. The encyclical
deals with the problems of
global development arguing
that love and truth are essential to effective solutions.
“Caritas in Veritate (Charity in Truth) is addressed to
bishops, clergy, the faithful
and all people of good will,”
said Ryan. “The Pope’s basic question is ‘what does it
mean to be human?’ ”
The encyclical, published in
July, 2009, includes speciﬁc
points aimed at politicians,
business leaders, religious
leaders, ﬁnanciers and aid
agencies. There is emphasis
on the need for the actions
of all economic actors to be
informed by ethics.
Ryan said Benedict uses the
word charity to mean love
“which far exceeds our traditional deﬁnition of charity
as giving to the poor.”
Ryan said the encyclical
was intended to complement

Fr. Bill Ryan S.J.
and reﬂect on Pope Paul VI’s
1967 encyclical Populorum
Progressio which states that
the economy of the world
should serve mankind and
not just the few.
“Benedict is a compassionate critic concentrating on
the possbibilities of divine
love,” said Ryan. “His criterion is much more demanding than politicians or economists who ask only if gross
domestic product is growing
or shrinking.”
Ryan holds a PhD in economics from Harvard University and is currently acting director of the Jesuit
Forum for Social Faith and
Justice in Toronto. Since
the publication of Caritas
in Veritate the Jesuit Forum has been promoting

the document and engaging
various groups in discussion
of it including economists
and theologians, lay leaders,
religious communities and
diocesan social justice representatives.
The present economic system is malfunctioning, said
Ryan. “Proﬁt fails when it
becomes the single goal.
The market is not just for
proﬁt, it must be just.”
Ryan said the Pope is a
strong defender of trade
unions and regards the unemployed as “among the
loneliest people on earth.
There must be support for
workers’ rights to a livable
wage and work.”
Ryan said Benedict is harsh
on ﬁnanciers and deplores
the lack of control over
banking and ﬁnancing. “We
need a global authority with
teeth, ” said Ryan.
“Benedict’s views on economics are not new, it is
an economy of love, ” said
Ryan.
Ryan said as global economies continue recovering
from recession, “the real
causes of the problem have
not been met. What is happening in response to the
global economic crisis has
little to do with trust and
community.”
Ryan said critics complain

that Benedict does not provide solutions. “His solution
is a holistic one,” says Ryan.
“He points out directions
that would lead to a fuller
humanism for all.”
Ryan said Benedict and
his critics are both wrestling
with how the church and religion can engage a secular
world. Ryan said dialogue
between theologians and
economists must begin ﬁrst
in small groups of seven
or eight people. “First you
must become friends. Ask
‘who are you?’ rather than
‘what do you do?’ And
all must ask ‘what is it the
church is asking us to do?’ ”
Ryan said the Jesuit Forum
has created a guide designed
for small group discussion
of Caritas in Veritate. It is
available on the Jesuit Forum website.
Ryan said it is crucial that
clergy make Caritas in Veritate a priority and concern
themselves with it daily “or
I fear this work will become
known to few.” he said.
“Caritas in Veritate could
prove a powerful tool for
renewal in our church,” he
said.
Contributed by
James Buchok

The View from
Micah House

“C

ome, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,…
that he may teach us his ways and that we may
walk in his paths.” What are these paths? “What the Lord
requires of you is to do justice, and to love kindness, and
to walk humbly with your God.”
Isn’t it amazing that the simple commandments of the
Lord are so easily ignored, misinterpreted, meant for
others or classiﬁed as lovely poetry? The reality of what
God requires packs a wealth of meaning.
For Christian Catholics, the encyclical Love in Truth
by Pope Benedict XVI echoes the demands of God in
a world marked by globalization. The interdependence
of people and nations is badly in need of the message
Micah the prophet received from God and passed on to
us. We must strive toward a justice and love which gives
everyone in society what is necessary for its integral
development. To accept the challenge personally of being just, loving and humble is one thing. To be active in
challenging our civil, political and juridical institutions
to act in justice, love and humility is another. Systems
are notoriously difﬁcult to change. The rules and regulations are frequently aimed to keep the system safe and
functioning at the cost of the people using the systems.
To challenge the injustices in a system takes energy,
courage, persistence and the gift of God’s Spirit.
Recently, there has been a spate of stories in the media
about welfare (employment assistance income) and mental illness and corrections and housing. Each of these areas have established structures to deal with each issue.
Employment Assistance deals with people who for a
variety of reasons need ﬁnancial assistance. The rates
are spelled out. The question is, “Can people actually
live on this amount or do they barely exist? The rental
allowance of $285 does not provide for decent housing
nor does the food allowance leave any room for meeting Canada’s Food Guide. Can we allow those rates to
continue?
Is $2.2 billion an acceptable expenditure of public
funds when many of the people housed in our prisons
are people with a mental illness or victims of FASD, or
mentally simple? According to the Globe and Mail of
Jan. 21, 2011, 35 per cent of the 13,300 inmates in federal penitentiaries have a mental impairment requiring
treatment.
What about our elderly in the medical system who in
the interest of decreasing the work load in the system,
are made docile and quiet through excess drugging? It
enables the system to decrease the number of staff. But is
it human? Does it respect the dignity of everyone?
At a recent meeting of counselors at inner city agencies
it was stated the waiting list for people receiving short
term counseling varies from ﬁve months to nine months.
Can problems wait that long to be addressed? In addition, much of the time of agency personnel is spent in
writing up funding proposals in order to access grants.
“The world is in a state of chassis,” says Sean O’Connor
in Juno and the Paycock written in the 1920s. It is.
As Christian Catholics we believe that Jesus came to
bring good news to this world. It behooves each one of
us singly and as Church to become active proclaimers
and doers of the good news of Jesus. When the media
chronicles injustice daily, it becomes imperative that
we address it in anyway we can, alone or with a group.
Justice is integral to the message of the Gospel. It is also
inseparable from charity. Let’s beseech our God to show
us how to become active in charity and justice.
Sr. Johanna Jonker is at Micah House
The Archdiocese of Winnipeg’s
Catholic Centre for Social Justice
1039 Main St., Winnipeg
Phone 589-5393
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Development and Peace launches ‘Bottled Water Free Zone’ campaign

W

innipeg’s Archbishop James Weisgerber
met with representatives
of the Canadian Catholic
Organization for Development and Peace Dec. 15 to
sign a D&P campaign card
pledging that he would not
drink bottled water where
public water is available.
As part of signing the
pledge card, which is now
displayed in his ofﬁce, the
archbishop also agreed to
promote bottled-water-free
zones in his community.
The archbishop said he
does not drink bottled water and asked “why would
I pay for something that I
can get out of my tap?”
It costs about $2 for a bottle of water while a glass of
tap water costs only a fraction of a penny. There is a
reason why companies sell
bottled water and that reason is proﬁt.

I

Many of us are unaware
that there is a growing
world water crisis. Right
now one person in six does
not have access to clean
drinking water. By 2025,
just 15 years from now, it is
estimated that two people
out of three will lack access
to clean drinking water.
Two trends have arisen
in response to the growing
water shortage. The ﬁrst
seeks to proﬁt from it. Private companies know the
law of supply and demand.
When a resource is scarce,
the demand for it, and
thus its price, will go up
and one can make a pretty
penny. This group is trying
to privatize water in order
to gain control of it for
proﬁt’s sake and it includes
large beverage companies
and private companies who
enter into P3s (privatepublic-partnerships) with

Back row, from left, Louis Balcaen, D&P National
Council representative, Darlene Ambalina, D&P
Manitoba youth representative, Brenda ChaputSaltel, D&P Manitoba interim animator. Front row,
from left, Chelsea Caldwell, D&P representative
for the University of Winnipeg, Archbishop James
Weisgerber and Dr. Mary LeMaître, D&P Chair,
Archdiocese of Winnipeg. Photo by Erin Kinsella.
municipal water services.
In the process prices go up
and water becomes a commodity that you can have

only if you can afford it.
The second response,
which is the response of the
Catholic Church, recog-

nizes that water is a sacred
gift, a basic human right
and a necessity of life to
which we should all have
access.
As our D&P campaign
slogan states: Life Before
Proﬁt. Let Justice Flow.
When you drink bottled
water, you are rescinding
your right of access to public water and, in many cases, taking away someone
else’s right to it as well as
buying into and supporting
the private water industry.
In many places around the
world, including in some
aboriginal communities in
Canada, where people do
not have access to clean
drinking water, money is
going into private (bottled)
water instead of a public
water system.
Communities in the Global South are denied access
to their traditional water

sources because beverage
companies have bought
them up or taken so much
water that aquifer water
levels are too low for them
to reach it.
When you drink tap water
you are supporting public
water and access for all. To
join the movement in support of public water and
access for all to this vital
resource, please sign the
pledge card at http://devp.
org/campaign. If you would
like to organize a bottledwater-free-zone campaign
in your church, school or
workplace, please contact
your local D&P representative or animator.
Contributed by
Dr. Mary LeMaître,
Chairperson for
Development & Peace,
Archdiocese of Winnipeg.

Archdiocese celebrates Mass
dedicated to nascent human life

n spiritual union with Pope
Benedict XVI and Catholics worldwide the Archdiocese of Winnipeg celebrated
a mass dedicated to nascent
human life Nov. 27, the eve
of this year’s Advent season.
“Advent is an appropriate
time to pray for unborn life
because we are at that time
when Jesus is coming. He
is forming and living in the
womb of Mary. Within her
body His body was formed,”
said Archbishop James Weisgerber as he delivered his
homily at the mass celebrated
at St. Mary’s Cathedral attended by more than 400 of
the faithful.
The Pope had issued a call
for vigils for all nascent human life to be celebrated in
local parishes and dioceses
on the eve of Advent. The
Pope, as usual, led Vespers in
St Peter’s Basilica in Rome
on the eve of the ﬁrst Sunday of Advent, however this
year the Vespers were placed
in the context of the Vigil for
Nascent Human Life. A letter
to the presidents of bishops’
conferences across the world
invited local bishops to preside over similar celebrations
and prayer initiatives.
The archbishop reminded all
that each one of us has been
in the same situation as Jesus
and to “recognize the trust our
mothers provided, the generosity, hospitality and service,
sometimes at great cost.”
“We are always a little in
awe of pregnant women
when we consider their sacriﬁce and the vulnerability and

helplessness of the baby in
the womb,” said the archbishop. He said the Pope’s request
for prayers for the unborn is
“an urgent call to pray for the
lives of children within the
wombs of their mothers.”
“In Canada there is no law
to protect the unborn child
and that is a shame,” he said.
“We need to persuade our
politicians to do something
about that. We need to pray
for that.”
Weisgerber said abortion “is
not legal and it is not illegal.
There is no law and where
there is no law it seems that
it doesn’t matter. Law has
a very important reality of
teaching and when there is no
law there is no teaching.”
“The scourge of abortion
is not the only threat to unborn life,” the archbishop
said, “there is poverty. The
majority of women carrying
babies in the womb are poor.
If mothers cannot nourish
their babies how will they
survive?”
“We are rich because others
are poor,” said the archbishop
adding that poverty leads not
only to malnourishment for
children, but “to a break down
of society and the family, and
puts the child is at risk. There
will often be abuse, particularly against women. This
all comes out of poverty. We
can do something to alleviate
poverty in the world.”
The archbishop spoke of the
work of the Canadian Catholic Organization for Development and Peace “to empower
women to bring values into
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their homes, families and
communities and that’s something we can all help with.”
“Jesus came into the world
so that we would have life.
And we have life if we recognize the lives of others, ”
Weisgerber said. “We remember Jesus and Mary and
we give thanks to our mothers. All of this is the presence
of God. God can strengthen
us to do all that we can to
honour the mother carrying
the baby in the womb. We
need to keep a special reverence for mothers to be.”

Archbishop hosts our seminarians
Archbishop Weisgerber hosted his annual Christmas gathering with the
seminarians of the Archdiocese of Winnipeg on Dec. 21. From left, Christopher Dubois, Sebastiaan Benders, Eric Zadji, the Archbishop, Peter
Nemcek, Patrick Neufeld, Mark Filips and Kelly Wilson.

Contributed by
James Buchok

Archbishop Weisgerber’s Schedule
Saturday
Saturday

February 12
February 12

8:30 am
7:30 pm

Sunday

February 13

9:30 am

Sunday

February 13

11:30 am

Tuesday
Friday
Saturday

February 15 7:00 pm
February 18
February 19 4:15 pm

Sunday

February 20 2:30 pm
February 21-25

Tuesday
Wednesday

March 8
March 9

3:30 pm
12:00

Sunday
Friday

March 13
March 18

2:30 pm
12:00

Saturday

March 19

12:00

Tuesday
Thursday
Thursday

March 22
March 24
March 24

4:00 pm
10:30 am
6:30 pm
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St Paul’s College Strategy Day, Winnipeg
Pastoral Visit & Mass
Notre Dames des Victoires Parish, Laurier
Pastoral Visit & Mass
Ste-Rose-de-Lima Parish, Ste-Rose-du-Lac
Pastoral Visit & Mass
Our Lady of the Nativity Parish, McCreary
Presentation to St Ignatius Parish RCIA, Winnipeg
Catholic School’s Day, Winnipeg
Pastoral Visit & Dinner
St Charles’ Convent, Winnipeg
Mass with Youth, St Peter’s Parish, Winnipeg
Meeting of the Bishops of Western Canada
Prince George, British Columbia
Archdiocesan Finance Council, Winnipeg
Celebration of Ash Wednesday
St Mary’s Cathedral
The Rite of Election, St Mary’s Cathedral
Celebration of Feast Day
St Joseph’s Residence, Winnipeg
Celebration of Archdiocesan Patronal Feast Day
(St Joseph), House of Peace, Winnipeg
Youth Advisory Board, Winnipeg
Ecumenical Bishops’ Meeting, Winnipeg
‘Theology on Tap’, King Head’s Pub, Winnipeg
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