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Lent is much more than just 40 days without chocolate

f your Lenten sacriﬁce
is to give up chocolate
for 40 days then pig-out
on Easter Sunday, don’t
bother. “God is not impressed,” said Rev. Darrin
Gurr, pastor at St. Gianna’s
Church in the Archdiocese
of Winnipeg.
The same goes for the
person who denies himself
meat on Friday and instead
goes out for a lavish lobster dinner. “That person
is thinking ‘I love Lent,’ ”
said Gurr, as he presented
an adult faith formation
session on Lent and Easter,
March 4 at the St. Gianna
Beretta Molla Parish Centre.
“Each year we have the
joy of journeying through
the Lenten season to the
great celebration of Easter,” Gurr said. “Beginning
with Ash Wednesday and
concluding with Pentecost,
we are called to experience
one of the most transformative times of our liturgical year.”
Gurr, who is also Director of Liturgy for the Diocesan Liturgical Commission, said Catholics think

A

of fasting, alms giving and
prayer as Lenten activities,
“but these are central to
the Christian life all year
round,” he said. “Lent is
a time of sharpening and
ﬁne tuning, then we move
on galvanized even more
for fasting, alms giving and
prayer.”
Gurr said what we take
on at Lent are changes we
need for our whole lives.
“Anyone can fast from
something for 40 days,” he
said.
Gurr encouraged his audience to not only eat lighter
at Lent but to “do everything lighter. Use fewer
resources, it can be good
for our bodies and good for
the earth. It gives everyone
a rest.”
Gurr said the ashes of
Ash Wednesday symbolize hopes and dreams lost
“and in need of rebirth.” He
likened the ashes to the triumphant entry of Jesus into
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday,
“but just one week later the
tables are turned.”
“The ashes symbolize times when what we
thought would be a great

Rev. Darrin Gurr, pastor at St. Gianna’s Church, Winnipeg, presented an
adult faith formation session on Lent and Easter March 4.

victory comes tumbling
down because we are still a
broken people on the journey to heaven,” he said.
“The blackness of the ashes
is a sign of mourning, but
the sign of the cross is a
symbol of victory.”
Gurr said at the Rite of
Election on the ﬁrst Sunday of Lent adults and children preparing for baptism
are called by the bishop

to be baptized. “Nobody
has a right to baptism,” he
said. “We don’t choose,
God chooses us. We are
called by name. When God
chooses us there is nothing
more that we have to worry
about.”
Gurr said during Holy
Week or Passion Week,
the Passion of Christ is
read three times, on Palm
Sunday, Good Friday and

in sections throughout the
week. “The passion is not
about suffering and death,
it’s about love,” he said,
“the love that we are to
have as disciples.”
Gurr described the Paschal
Triduum, from Holy Thursday to Holy Saturday, as
“one great big liturgy” that
begins on Thursday with
the sign of the cross. He
said the primary symbol of

Holy Thursday is the washing of feet and although
most people are shy about
having their feet washed,
“until we are ready to be
washed and cleansed we
are not ready to follow the
Lord. It’s about total and
complete exposure, every
wart and callous. Jesus said
to Peter until I wash you,
you cannot follow me,”
Gurr said.
Holy Thursday Mass
ends without a blessing
and dismissal and Good
Friday service begins in
silence and ends in silence.
At the conclusion of Holy
Saturday’s Easter Vigil the
concluding rite includes
blessing and dismissal
“and now the triduum is
complete,” he said.
Easter Sunday begins the
eight-day Octave of Easter. “The pinnacle of all the
other Sundays of the year
begins a new period of 50
days of Easter ending with
Pentecost Sunday. We celebrate what we have given
up once and for all,” Gurr
said.
Contributed by
James Buchok

Catechumens welcomed at Rite of Election

dult and child catechumens from a
dozen parishes in the
Archdiocese of Winnipeg
were welcomed to the
Rite of Election March 13
at St. Mary’s Cathedral,
as were candidates for
full communion within
the Catholic Church.
For the 46 catechumens
and 56 candidates The
Rite of Election, celebrated on the ﬁrst Sunday of
Lent, marks the beginning of their ﬁnal 40 day
period of preparation for
the sacraments of baptism, conﬁrmation and
Eucharist which will take
place during the Easter
Vigil on Holy Saturday.
Those preparing for baptism entered the cathedral
as catechumens and became “elect.”
Archbishop James Weisgerber told them to be
elect means to be chosen.
“You are chosen by God
to become a part of his
body,” he said.
“We do this at the cathedral with the bishop to

make you recognize that
although you will be part
of a parish the church is
much larger than that.
There are more than 90
communities in the Archdiocese of Winnipeg and
you have become a part
of that, “ Weisgerber
said. “And the dioceses
throughout the world create a universal church
and you are also a part of
that.”
Candidates for full communion were questioned
by the archbishop regarding their wish to enter
full communion with the
church and were then
signed with the cross by
their sponsors. The candidates then joined the
archbishop and all in attendance in welcoming
the procession of catechumens and their sponsors or godparents into
the cathedral.
The catechumens were
called forward, presented to the archbishop and
invited to continue their
preparation for the sac-

Teresa Benevides from St Theresa’s Parish (West St. Paul) signs the Book
of the Elect during the Rite of Election March 13 at St. Mary’s Cathedral.
Photo by Denise Terpstra.

raments. Then each catechumen signed the Book
of the Elect.
The archbishop spoke of
the reading from Genesis
saying the story of Adam
and Eve was God’s plan
for the world. “God created us to have dignity, to
be able to choose the kind
of people we wanted to
be,” he said. “Adam and
Eve brought great misery
into our world. Look at

the terrible ways in which
people are forced to live
by their brothers and sisters.”
Weisgerber said the second reading is an example
of how God does not give
up on his plan. “Jesus is
the new plan of God, to
begin again what God
wanted in the ﬁrst place.”
Weisgerber said in the
Gosepl of Luke Jesus is
led by the Spirit into the

wilderness, “a time when
God revealed the depth of
His love. For 40 days Jesus communed with His
Father in love. And then
there was the devil.”
“He wanted to trick Jesus,” Weisgerber said.
“The devil asked ’Why
should you be hungry?
Why should you be
afraid? You should get
your own way.’ Jesus said
‘get behind me Satan that

is not the plan of God.’”
Weisgerber said on Good
Friday the accusers of Jesus say the same thing,
“if you are the Son of
God come down from
the cross.” He reminded
those preparing for baptism that “Satan is never
very far away.”
Weisgerber said in baptism “God forgives all of
our sins. The essence of
baptism is this new relationship with God, a new
dignity.”
The elect came from St.
Joseph’s Church (Wpg.),
St. Edward the Confessor (Wpg.), Our Lady of
Perpetual Help (Wpg.),
St. Charles (Wpg.), St.
Vital (Wpg.), Holy Rosary (Wpg.), St. Mary’s
Cathedral (Wpg.), Kateri
Tekakwitha (Wpg.), St.
John Brebeuf (Wpg.), St.
Peter’s (Wpg.), St. Theresa’s (West St. Paul), St.
Ignatius (Wpg.) and St.
Augustine of Canterbury
(Brandon).
Contributed by
James Buchok
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Director of Human Resources

T

he Archbishop is pleased to announce the appointment of Ms. Laura Cumming as the Director of Human Resources for the Archdiocese of Winnipeg, effective March 21, 2011.
Laura holds a diploma in Human Resources Management from the University of Winnipeg and most
recently was the Human Resources Manager at St.
John’s Ravenscourt School in Winnipeg.
Laura Cumming

I

Chief Financial Ofﬁcer

n January Mr. Allan Beaudry CA joined the Archdiocese of Winnipeg as Chief Financial Ofﬁcer
and Superintendent of Catholic Cemeteries. Allan
has worked for Ducks Unlimited Canada since 1993
and from 2004 served as the Chief Financial Ofﬁcer
of Ducks Unlimited.
Allan holds a Bachelor of Commerce (Honours)
degree from the University of Manitoba and passed
the Canadian Institute of Chartered Accountants
Uniform Final Examination in 1991.
Allan and his wife Linda have two children and
make Winnipeg their home.

Allan Beaudry

Lord Teach Us to Pray:
An Introduction to the Jesuit Prayer Tradition
Six Tuesdays 7 to 9 p.m May 3rd – June 7th
With a retreat day on Sat., May 7th

T

Sacrament of Reconciliation During Lent

Wider opportunities for the Sacrament of Reconciliation
during Lent are listed by deanery on the
Archdiocese of Winnipeg’s website, www.archwinnipeg.ca
Click on News and Events and then Weekly Bulletin.
You will ﬁnd the lists by deanery
near the top of the weekly bulletin.
if you do not use a computer, or for more information, contact
James Buchok, Director of Communications
Catholic Centre, Archdiocese of Winnipeg,
(204) 452-2227, extension 248.

his six week introduction to the Spiritual
Exercises of St Ignatius is a stand alone programme but for those who might be interested in
making the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius in
Daily Life retreat, this programme also fulﬁlls the
necessary pre-requisite for the Spiritual Exercises
retreat.
The focus of these six weeks will be God as experienced in one’s personal prayer. The participant is assisted to learn to listen to the “voice”
of God speaking to them in their “heart”. The
retreatant (with the help of their Retreat Director)
learns to discern God’s presence and will in their
life. During the course of this retreat, participants
will learn the fundamentals of various methods of
praying extant in the Jesuit Tradition. These include: meditation, contemplation, the consciousness examen and receive spiritual direction.
This retreat programme is a ‘user-friendly’ way
to get a new sense of how God works in our
lives, how to make spiritual wise choices, and
how to ﬁnd God in the people and experiences
that ﬁll our days. Enrollment will be limited.
Please contact Valerie at 453-9243 or
educationcenter@stignatiusparish.ca
for further information.
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New Roman Missal is an inevitable change in the life of the Church

T

he new translation of the
Roman Missal, which is
expected to be implemented
in Canada by Advent this
year, is an inevitable change
in the life of the church, says
Fr. Charles Pottie-Pâté, sj.
“In 2001 the Congregation
for Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments, in
a new document, said ‘we
need a new translation and
it needs to be as faithful to
the Latin as possible,’ ” Pottie-Pâté said in conversation
with youth and young adults
during a Theology on Tap
evening Jan. 27 at a downtown Winnipeg pub..
Theology on Tap events
are held in dioceses across
North America to promote
discussion of religious issues among youth and
young adults in a relaxed,
informal atmosphere.
Pottie-Pâté explained that
after Vatican II (the Second
Vatican Council held from
1962-1965) the ﬁrst work the
bishops chose was to translate the liturgy from Latin.

T

“Up to that point most of
the people at Mass didn’t
know what was being said.
The bishops, especially in
developing countries said
‘we don’t know Latin.’ They
all agreed that the liturgy belonged to all of the people,
not just the priest. That was
a kind of revolutionary
thinking in the church,” Pottie-Pâté said.
By 1970 the prayers of the
Mass and other sacraments
had been translated and that
was done in a short space of
time Pottie-Pâté said and by
1975 some further revisions
were made. “It is the translation we have been using
since then. Many agreed we
needed to work on a better
translation and this was being done by a team of scholars, poets and writers in collaboration with the bishops.
This translation, unfortunately, was rejected.”
“What we’re going to get
is a whole new translation
of the prayer texts, closer to
Latin syntax and imagery,”

Development
and Peace
calls for Aid
for Japan

he Canadian Catholic Organization
for Development and
Peace is closely following the events unfolding in Japan after
the country was hit by
a massive earthquake
and tsunami.
Regular updates on
the situation are arriving from Caritas Internationalis and messages of compassion have
gone out from the entire Caritas network to
Caritas Japan as it responds to this tragedy.
Although Japan has
the capacity to respond
to the current emergency situation, Caritas Japan estimates that once
the emergency phase is

over, the most vulnerable will require support
in regaining their lives
and homes. It plans to
organize reconstruction
programs in the coming months to bring effective aid.
Development
and
Peace will forward donations from the Canadian public to Caritas
Japan for its reconstruction programs.
Donations can be
made by phone (1-888664-3387), online at
www.devp.org or by
sending a cheque made
out to Development
and Peace (please indicate Japan Reconstruction) to the following
address:

Development and Peace
1425 René-Lévesque Blvd. W
3rd Floor
Montreal QC H3G 1T7

Fr. Charles Pottie-Pâté, sj and Erin Kinsella, Director
of Youth Ministry for the Archdiocese of Winnipeg.

Pottie-Pâté said. “Much of
the people’s parts will stay
the same, with some signiﬁcant changes. Despite the
disappointment in the translation, and the process by
which it was done, I’m not
sure it’s going to be that difﬁcult,” he said.. “We need a
new translation every 20 or
30 years. This translation
will cause some difﬁculty in
its reception. But it’s not going to be the last one.”

I

The new General Instruction on the Roman Missal,,
according to Pottie-Pâté, is
“very strong on the participation of the faithful. The
Christian liturgy must be a
full, active and conscious
participation, ” he said.
The new introduction to
the Missal emphasizes, for
example, the importance of
song in the liturgy and “will
invite the composers to
write new music. Vatican II

opened the gates for creativity in music, art, symbols
and vestments, ” Pottie-Pâté
said .
In September last year the
Canadian Conference of
Catholic Bishops responded
to queries regarding the English-language text of the third
revised edition of the Roman
Missal for use in Canada.
CCCB General Secretary
Msgr. Patrick Powers wrote
that the questions followed
an announcement by the
United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops (USCCB)
that it had received approval
from the Holy See for the
English-language text for use
in the USA and the USCCB
had released the approved
text for American dioceses,
while also announcing that
this new translation comes
into force in the USA on
the First Sunday of Advent,
Nov. 27, 2011.
Powers wrote that the
United States is one of
eleven
English-speaking
Episcopal Conferences in

the world and each Conference of bishops is involved
in preparing its own text of
the missal. The proposed
text is sent to the Vatican
and each conference must
receive approval before proceeding with the publication
of the missal and selecting a
date for its implementation
within its respective country. The CCCB therefore reminds Catholics in Canada
that the Canadian translation is not identical to the
U.S. version.
As part of the preparation
for the implementation of
the missal, the bishops of
Canada will also be issuing
catechetical resources to assist Canadian Catholics in
preparing for both the new
General Instruction on the
Roman Missal and the new
translation of the prayer texts
such as opening prayers and
Eucharistic prayers.
Contributed by
James Buchok and
Fr. Charles Pottie-Pâté, sj

Stewardship is like tending a garden

t is very appropriate to
think of stewardship in
terms of caring for a garden
(Genesis 2:15). What are
the gardens we have been
given to tend?
Bishop Robert Morneau,
Auxiliary Bishop of the Diocese of Green Bay, Wis.,
says there are nine gardens
that we have been entrusted
with; to be good stewards
of.
Our bodily garden; do
you care for the gift of your
health, exercising regularly;
a stewardship of time question? And how about eating
nutritional foods? Sometimes we can take our health
for granted.
Our social garden; good
stewards balance their social time and nurture those
relationships God has given
them. Is there any discrimination or intolerance in your
heart?
Our psychological garden;
do you pay attention to your
own moods and emotions?
Good stewardship of your
emotions is called emotional intelligence, do you know
self?
Our intellectual garden;
are you a good steward of
your mind? As the saying
goes, ‘Garbage in – garbage
out’! What are you reading,
watching?
Our political garden; what
are the issues? Do you take
the time to understand the
issues? Does your faith infuse your voting decisions?
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Parish Teams have entered a three phase
stewardship education process.
Sometimes we can learn
more about the issues by
being open to hearing the
views of other’s.
Our economical garden;
take a look at your bank
statement, where your treasure is so is your heart (Matthew 6:21). Good ﬁnancial
stewardship is to share ﬁrst,
save second, and spend third.
Good stewardship can also
mean ensuring your investments are ethically thought
out.
Our cultural garden; do you
support the arts or local cultural events as a volunteer?
Are you open to experiencing unfamiliar cultures?
Our technological garden;
technology does have its
beneﬁts, and a place in our
lives. Stewardship of our
time means that we make

good use of technology and
not become a slave to it.
Did you know that the average Canadian spends an
entire month, that is, thirty
24 hour days in front of the
television every year? In a
lifetime that is roughly six
years of watching TV! Do
you take the time to develop
your relationships, or do
excessive texting, emailing,
and tweeting ﬁll your day?
Our moral garden; do you
take the time to understand
the Church’s traditional
teachings on morality, and
walk the talk? The gospel
message should guide the
day to day activities of the
disciple and Christian steward.
Across our archdiocese
the soil is being prepared to
help us all tend to these gar-

dens in a responsible way
– the stewardship way.
Beginning this past January, Parish Stewardship
Teams in Winnipeg, and
communities in the Interlake, Parkland and Westman
regions entered into a three
phase stewardship education
process. They ﬁrst are being
formed in the foundational
principles of stewardship.
Then, throughout the spring
and summer teams will develop, and design processes
to enhance stewardship in
their communities; processes that take into account
each parish’s unique space
and readiness with regards
to stewardship.
Finally, in phase three,
these processes will be introduced in the fall. At that
time all the baptised will be
invited to ﬁrst, a deeper understanding of stewardship,
and secondly, a response,
through a greater commitment to stewardship in their
lives.
This is all part of the Pastoral Vision of Building a
Church of Communion.
Let us pray that the seeds
of stewardship will fall on
good soil.
Good gardening!

Contributed by
Dan Potvin
Director of Stewardship
and Development
for the Archdiocese
of Winnipeg
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Christian Life Community retreat held at St Ignatius Education Centre

C

hristian Life Community
Prairie Region members
met for our annual retreat Feb.
12 at the St. Ignatius Education centre in Winnipeg.
The particular focus of this
day was to prepare ourselves
to be “Ignited by God’s Holy
Spirit and sent forth on Mission.” This is also the theme
for our upcoming Regional
Assembly which will be held
April 29 to May 1.
The scripture we chose to
illuminate our direction is
2 Corinthians 5:18, “It is
all God’s work. It was God
who reconciled us to himself
through Christ and he gave
us the ministry of reconciliation.”
Our desire for communal apostolic mission is to collaborate with others in working to
abolish unjust structures which
keep certain members of our
society poor and marginalized
such as Canada’s aboriginal
people.
The three threads that ﬂowed
throughout our day were:
CLC Principle Number 8
(on apostolic mission in our
world); Caritas in Veritate: On
Integral Human Development
in Charity and Truth, Pope
Benedict XVI’s encyclical on

Sr. Eva Solomon, far left, spoke of her own personal reconciliation journey
Christian social thought; and
and the Truth and Reconciliation process now underway in
Canada.
The Truth and Reconciliation
process included a viewing of
the ﬁlm: Niigaanibatowaad:
Front Runners. This is a story
of survival, hope, reconciliation and a dream for a new beginning that transcends hatred
and racism. In 1967, when
Winnipeg ﬁrst hosted the Pan
American Games, ten teenage
boys were chosen to run 800
kilometers over an ancient
message route with the Games

torch. When the runners arrived at the stadium, they
were not allowed to enter with
the torch. Instead, a non-aboriginal runner was given the
honour. Nine of the ten young
men chosen for the 1967 Pan
Am Games torch run were
from residential schools.
After the ﬁlm we spent time
in personal prayer.
We then did a round of sharing. We saw how we have
had a long history where at
times Christianity was forced
on people and how it created
“victims” due to an inadequate

and distorted vision of the
Christian Gospel.
We felt the injustice and pain
on the young aboriginal runner
in the residential school, while
a nurse who had the courage
and compassion to care for an
abused victim inspired us. It
caused us to ask: “Do I know
any poor people”? Can I accept the challenge to help on
a personal level”? The connections of the three strands
became clear, as love must
be rooted in truth in order to
change anything.
Sr. Eva Solomon, a Sister

of St. Joseph and an Ojibway
spoke on the topic of her reconciliation journey from the
perspective of the violence inﬂicted on Aboriginals through
colonialism, racial prejudice
and systemically imbedded
injustice. She related her experience of forgiveness in this
journey towards reconciliation. In her presentation she
spoke of the oppression of the
aboriginal peoples by the Europeans who believed themselves superior. From that
came the abuse of power over
the aboriginals which in turn
led to them feeling that they
were not “good enough”.
She spoke of “inculturation”,
a term used to describe the
process whereby the gospel
and life of Jesus is inserted
into a culture, such as when
an aboriginal person is taught
Christianity in Euro-Western
cultural trappings as if that is
the only form of Christianity
that is acceptable for the aboriginal person. This resulted
in a form of violence in that
there is a loss of soul/spirit and
personhood. This is called imposed assimilation or colonization. This still goes on today
through the Ministry of Indian
Affairs which still decides

n March 11 friends
of Rossbrook House
were invited to attend an
appreciation lunch to acknowledge their continued
support.
Mary-Margaret Patterson,
President of the Winnipeg
Diocesan CatholicWomen’s
League. and Janet Brunger,
President Elect attended on
behalf of the CWL.

Rossbrook House, 658
Ross Ave., Winnipeg, is
a neighbourhood centre
for children and youth in
Winnipeg’s inner-city. It
offers an alternative to the
environment of the streets.
Rossbrook is open 365
days of the year, 24 hours
on weekends or any school
holidays. Beyond the ‘dropin’, a variety of recreational,
arts, cultural, women’s and
employment development
programs are offered.
All in attendance were
treated to a delicious lunch
followed by a dance performance by children aged
5 to 12 and their teachers.
The dance expressed the
children’s feelings of lone-

liness, sadness and terror
at being alone and then of
the joy, love and friendship
found at Rossbrook.
Val Henderson gave a
moving, emotional testimonial of how Rossbrook
House has affected her life,
from the age of 12 when
she started attending and
now as a mother and grandmother who works with the
children at Rossbrook.
There were many churches
represented including Catholic, Lutheran, Evangelical
as well as religious orders,
schools and other organizations.
Personalized
souvenir
plaques, with a photo of two
children at Rossbrook, were
provided to each group in
attendance. We also receicved a video which had
been prepared by APTN
to promote and inform the
public of Rossbrook House
and its mission statement:
“No child who does not
want to be alone, should
ever have to be.”
This was a very informative, fun ﬁlled afternoon for
all, especially those who
had never been to Rossbrook House, to experience
the atmosphere of this most
special place.
Contributed by
Judy Albiani
Communications Chair
Winnipeg Diocesan CWL

Contributed by
Mariette Ternowski

Prayers for
peace
in the
Holy Land

Rossbrook House
thanks supporters with
donor appreciation lunch

O

“what is best” for aboriginal
peoples.
Sr. Eva described a process
toward reconciliation which
begins with awareness that
there has been an injustice,
leading to anger and crying out
over a lie. Then one goes forward in creating a new truth,
“we are good enough.”
The oppressed and oppressor both need to open the door
to the act of forgiveness. She
challenged us to ask ourselves
where we have experienced
oppression and what we did
about it. When we recognize
that we are capable of this oppression ourselves, we see our
own frail humanity and our
need for reconciliation.
This allows us to forgive our
oppressors and opens the
door for the oppressor to ask
for forgiveness as well.
The last portion of our day
consisted of another round of
sharing with two questions:
Where and to what is this
leading me personally? And,
where is this leading us as a
CLC Prairie Region?

T

Winnipeg Deacon Mark Filips assists at
Mass at Sacred Heart School of Theology
Deacon Mark Filips, second from the left, of the Archdiocese f Winnipeg, serves as deacon for an all-school Mass at Sacred Heart School
of Theology in Hales Corners, Wis. as Sacred Heart President-Rector the Very Rev. Jan de Jong, SCJ, presides. Filips will return to the
archdiocese to serve in ministry after his expected ordination in June
of this year. The school, which is North America’s largest seminary
specializing in serving men of all ages, was hosting 35 priests at the
Institute for Vocation Personnel in mid-February.
Contributed by Jonathan Drayna, Director of Public Relations
Sacred Heart School of Theology

St. Charles Parish: Table for Two
Marriage Ministry for young
and mature married couples

Enjoy a three-course meal at your own private
candle-lit table. An opportunity to reflect and share
with your spouse. The evening will include a presentation by a couple willing to share their experiences. Sat May 14 at 6 p.m. Cost: $45 per couple.
For more information please call 783-1706 or
email gregchase3@gmail.com.

he Executive Committee of the Canadian Conference of
Catholic Bishops is proposing to the Bishops of
Canada that celebrations
of the Way of the Cross
on Good Friday include
special prayers for peace
in the Holy Land and
throughout the Middle
East.
Suggestions for Good
Friday 2011 have been
prepared in English and
French.
The texts can be found
on the homepage of the
CCCB website at www.
cccb.ca, in Word documents, to make any possible adaptations easier,
as well as in PDF documents, formatted as a
two-fold pamphlet to be
printed on 8 1/2 x 11 inch
paper.
These can be downloaded, adapted and used free
of charge by dioceses,
parishes, religious communities or other not-forproﬁt organizations.
From the
Canadian Conference
of Catholic Bishops
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Catholic Schools Day: At times we must lead, at others we must follow

ducation is a moral endeavour and once a person
becomes a teacher that person
becomes a leader says a professor of educational leadership.
Dr. Carolyn Crippen told
about 400 Catholic educators
and support staff in Winnipeg
that with that leadership comes
a moral responsibility. “First
you are a moral leader in your
classroom, then in your school
and ultimately in your learning
community and beyond,” she
said.
Crippen spoke about servant
leadership at the annual Catholic Schools Day Feb. 18, coordinated by the Archdiocese of
Winnipeg’s Catholic Schools
ofﬁce with the participation of
the Archdiocese of St. Boniface and the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Winnipeg.
Crippen said people move
between being leaders and followers. “The problem is when
we get stuck at one or the oth-

er,” she said. She told a story
of asking a sixth grader for
computer help. “He became
the leader and I became the
follower. Sometimes our students know more than we do
and we have to accept that,”
she said.
Crippen teaches in the faculty
of education at the University
of Victoria and is a former assistant dean of education at the
University of Manitoba. She
has been a classroom teacher,
vice-principal and principal
and was a superintendent of
schools in central Manitoba.
Crippen asked her audience
to consider similarities between pieces of a puzzle and
a well functioning team. “You
are all unique but it takes all of
you to make the puzzle,” she
said. “But if you try to jam a
piece in where it doesn’t ﬁt, it
won’t work. You force it and
it breaks off. If you are made
to feel uncomfortable sharing
your ideas pretty soon you’re

Dr. Carolyn Crippen and Director of Catholic
Education for the Archdiocese of Winnipeg
Robert Praznik.
not saying anything and that’s
what happens to staff, they
break off.”
Crippen said a vital charac-

teristic of the servant leader
is persuasiveness. “It’s an
investment in time of talking to people to solve things

in a decent, civil way. You
show persuasiveness by being
consistent. When you’re not
consistent that’s when things
break down. If you hold your
arms out for a toddler the child
will take a few steps and come
to you. If you turn your back
and the child falls that child is
going to be a little wary next
time. As an educator you must
be consistent with students and
colleagues. No wild cards.”
Crippen said most people
consider themselves good
listeners. “Wrong, we are
dreadful listeners, we talk far
too much.” She said the ﬁrst
person one must listen to is
one’s self. “If you don’t listen
to yourself ﬁrst you are likely
to do something unethical,”
she said.
“Be silent, be still. I sit in silence 20 minutes a day. Ghandi
would spin his cloth in silence
and no one was allowed to disturb him. It was his time in silence honouring himself. You

need to honour your self. You
are in a very high stress job so
take time to listen.” And, she
added, “when you’ve got a big
problem and you tell someone
it is a big healing for you, and
for them.”
Crippen said regardless of the
tough days, education is “the
greatest job in the world.”
In brief remarks Archbishop
James Weisgerber praised the
teachers for their courage at a
time when many regard religion as “irrelevant, and even
dangerous.”
“We’re made to look old
fashioned and repressed. They
want religion pushed out of
public life yet the pope has
been writing very eloquently
about just the opposite,” Weisgerber said. “Religion is not
the enemy of science. Faith
needs reason and reason needs
faith.”
Contributed by
James Buchok

SMA Heritage Fair examines
history of Canada’s aboriginal peoples

T

Some members of the Winnipeg L’Arche community, from left, Brenda
Mose, Ripple Dagvio, Michelle, Felice Di Curzio Neto and Linda Zoehrlaut.

L’Arche Winnipeg holds Solidarity Social
to support sister homes in Brazil

W

innipeg’s
L’Arche
community brought
a taste of Brazil to the city
March 4 with a fundraising
solidarity social to strengthen the ties with its twinned
L’Arche community in Sao
Paulo, Brazil.
Each year, L’Arche Winnipeg raises about $5,000 to
support the L’Arche communities in Latin America. The
social was held to raise extra
funds to send three members
from L’Arche Winnipeg to
Sao Paulo in May with the
hope that Brazilian L’Arche
members can come to Winnipeg next year.
About 400 people attended
the social at the Red River
Community Club and enjoyed
Brazilian food, live music and
dance.
L’Arche Winnipeg’s coordinator of volunteers Brenda
Mose said the representatives
from Winnipeg will stay in a
L’Arche community in Sao
Paulo. She said living in the
community with people with
developmental disabilities “is
what L’Arche is based on.”
Each L’Arche region in

North America is twinned
with one of the communities
in Latin America and the Caribbean. The Western region is
twinned with the Brazil community.
Winnipeg L’Arche member
Felice Di Curzio Neto is originally from Brazil and will be
part of the delegation. At one
time a bank employee, Di
Curzio Neto began working
with L’Arche in Brazil in 2006
and three years later applied to
L’Arche Canada and came to
Winnipeg two years ago.
Ripple Dagvio will also
make the trip. She is from
the Philippines and has been
in Winnipeg for six months.
She is a university graduate
in political studies and joined
L’Arche in the Philippines
two years ago.
The third member of the
Winnipeg delegation is Shelton, a resident at one of the
L’Arche Winnipeg homes.
L’Arche Winnipeg is part of
the worldwide organization
that cares for people with developmental disabilities. In
2009 the Catholic Foundation of Manitoba honoured

L’Arche Winnipeg for its work
and it was presented with the
annual Caritas Award.
The L’Arche community in
Winnipeg began in 1973 and
is now composed of 27 people
with a developmental disability living with approximately
25 assistants in six houses and
two apartments.
The ﬁrst home in L’Arche
Brazil began in 1987 in a
poor neighbourhood called
Brasilậndia on the north side
of Sao Paulo, a city of more
than 11 million people. There
are now two L’Arche homes
there with ﬁve members in
each one.
L’Arche was founded in
1964 by Canadian Jean Vanier
when he welcomed two men
from an institution to live with
him in a little home he called
L’Arche, after Noah’s ark, in
the French village of Trosly
Breuil, France. Today, there
are 130 L’Arche communities
in 30 countries. Vanier, 82, still
resides in the original L’Arche
community.
Contributed by
James Buchok

he history of aboriginal
Canadians since the Indian Act was the focus of the
annual Heritage Fair at Winnipeg’s St. Mary’s Academy
March 16, with grade 11 students delving into topics such
as residential schools, rights of
aboriginal women and life on
a reserve.
The fair, in its 11th year,
is part of the school’s social
studies curriculum and also
includes grade nine students
who this year created displays
illustrating Canadian society
and citizenship through history and up to the modern day.
St. Mary’s principal Connie
Yunyk said the topic of aboriginal issues was chosen “to
stretch the students and teachers to look beyond the media
and text books. Let’s get the
facts, embrace this, and show
how we can be instruments
of change,” she said. Yunyk
said Archbishop James Weisgerber has made the topic a
priority in the Archdiocese of
Winnipeg.
Social studies teacher Joy
Beauchamp said the Heritage
Fair is an extension of the
school’s curriculum. She said
this year’s work by the grade
elevens “is a response to the
St. Mary’s
Academy
grade 11
students
Victoria
Lovell, left,
and
Lindsay
Warelis
with their
Heritage
Fair
project
on Indian
Residential
Schools.

Indian Act, to show how it
shaped history.”
The day before the fair a
panel discussion on First Nations issues was held at the
school with Weisgerber and
representatives of the aboriginal community and provided
an opportunity for students to
ask questions and engage in
dialogue.
Between the grade nines and
elevens there were more than
100 displays to be adjudicated
by 90 judges including the
archbishop, former students,
parents of students, friends
of the school and teachers’
spouses.
Yunyk said judges were
instructed to critique the students’ ability to explain what
they discovered in their research and what it led them to
conclude, “not just with words
but also through an artistic
medium,” she said.
Grade 11 students Victoria
Lovell and Lindsay Warelis
created a display illustrating
the effects of Indian Residential School on First Nations
people. The girls said they
wanted to portray how the
schools “damaged traditions,
culture and relationships.”
The titles of grade 11 dis-

plays included Aboriginal
Women’s Rights, Life on a
Reserve, Water Rights,. The
Oka Crisis, Indian Isolation,
Healthcare on Reserves and A
Tale of Two Countries.
Grade nines covered topics
such as the Great Depression,
history of the Winnipeg Exchange District, the world famous Royal Winnipeg Ballet,
Timothy Eaton and famous
Canadian women including
Nellie McClung, Lucy Maud
Montgomery, Roberta Bondar
and Celine Dion.
The Heritage Fair assignment
also included the completion
of a paper by each student on
their selected topic.
Judges worked in pairs
with two sets of judges visiting each display. The judges
would select a top four from
the grade nine and grade eleven exhibits and those students
go on to a city-wide Heritage
Fair in April.
Meanwhile the rest of the
grade 7-12 students voted on a
People’s Choice Award from
among the grade 9 and 11 displays.
Contributed by
James Buchok
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University students challenged to taken on a ‘radically different’ relationship

T

o live in solidarity with
the marginalized and vulnerable is not to lay down your
life for the other, but with the
other, says the founder of an
organization that provides university students with opportunities to serve those in need.
Joe Vorstermans is founding
director of Intercordia Canada, a non-proﬁt organization
that partners with Canadian
universities to offer students
a university accredited service
experience. Vorstermans was
guest speaker at the annual St.
Paul’s College dinner in Winnipeg Jan. 22.
Vorstermans said Intercordia
invites young students who
have mostly grown up afﬂuent
and comfortable to make a relationship with someone who
is “radically different.”
“The one who we fear, who
unsettles us, the one who may
help us to become fully human. The big surprise is it will
bring out the most human in

us, the most fully divine,” he
said.
The students spend three
months living and working
with people who are culturally, materially, or intellectually different than the student,
and often living in vulnerable
circumstances.
Intercordia works in partnership with schools and
non-governmental and community-based organizations
in Central and South Anerica,
the Caribbean, Eastern Europe and Africa to create work
placements. The students live
with a family in the community where they are placed.
Students can also choose to
serve in one of 27 L’Arche
communities across Canada.
In L’Arche communities
people with developmental
disabilities live with others
who assist them and share
their lives in family-like settings that are integrated into
local neighbourhoods. There

Joe Vorstermans, left, with St, Paul’s College
Rector Dr. Denis Bracken.
are 27 L’Arche communities
in Canada with six in Winnipeg. L’Arche was founded in
France in 1964 by Canadian
Jean Vanier who is also the inspiration for Intercordia. Vorstermans has been a member
of a L’Arche community in
Richmond Hill, Ont. for the
past 30 years.
The stated goal of Intercor-

C

Students sign Bottle Water Free Zone pledge sheets.

Bottled water free day
at U of Winnipeg

I

n March 2009 74.8 per
cent of the University
of Winnipeg student body
voted in favor of the elimination of the sale of plastic
water bottles on campus,
making the U of W the
ﬁrst university in Canada,
and the second university
in the world to do so. U
of W students, staff and
faculty have continued to
demand an end to the sale
of privatized bottled water
on Canadian post-secondary campuses.
On March 10 the University of Winnipeg joined
Development and Peace,
the Canadian Federation
of Students, the Canadian
Union of Public Employees, Sierra Youth Coalition and the Polaris Institute in the celebration of
Canada’s second Bottled
Water Free Day.
Throughout the day, students were able to view
the Bottled Water Free
Day video made by the
University of Winnipeg
Students’ Association in
partnership with the University of Winnipeg De-

velopment and Peace Student Representative.
Free lanyards, info
sheets, booklets, pamphlets, stickers, buttons,
D&P pledge sheets, newsletters and posters were
available for distribution
to all campus visitors.
By 3 p.m. more than 110
Development and Peace
Bottled Water Free Zone
pledge sheets had been
handed out to staff, students, and faculty.
To celebrate the event,
new and improved signage for water bottle reﬁll
stations have been made
for all of the U of W campus water fountains. The
signage is to increase students’ awareness of the
bottled water ban on campus.
Later in the evening, there
was a free ﬁlm screening
of Water on the Table.
Contributed by
Chelsea Caldwell
University of Winnipeg
Development and Peace
Student Representative

dia is to “encourage moral responsiveness, develop respect
for diversity and a valuing of
other cultures, religions and
socio-economic backgrounds
that will enable Canadian students to attain a well-educated
solidarity with others who are
different.”
Vorstermans presented a slide
show of families that Inter-

corida participants have lived
with. He spoke of a family in
the Kingdom of Swaziland
in Southern Africa, living in
what he described as “extreme
vulnerability and hardship.”
“The kingdom does not care
for its long suffering impoverished people,” Vostermans
said. “The father is angry, he
is emasculated because he
cannot provide for his family.
He is employed but they live
in oppression in a forgotten
part of the world. The mother
is nurturing and dedicated yet
bewildered by the circumstances in which her family
is living. Their baby’s future
is compromised and complicated. and barring a miracle
she will die an early death. All
have AIDS brought in by the
husband.”
Vorstermans said that 30 per
cent of the people in that village have HIV AIDS.
“So much is out of their control, same as us, all our gifts

were not under our control,”
Vorstermans said.
“So what is God calling me,
all of us, to do in the face of
this family and their reality? It
is to offer solidarity. It is what
Jesus was asked to live with
us by God his father. To share
every element of our lives.
Not to do for, but do be with.
When we are in solidarity with
the other we bring dignity to
the other.”
Intercordia is currently partnered with King’s University
College at the University of
Western Ontario, University
of St. Michael’s College at the
University of Toronto , Wilfrid
Laurier University, Waterloo,
Ont., St. Thomas More College at the University of Saskatchewan and St. Thomas
University, Fredericton, New
Brunswick.
Contributed by
James Buchok

Faith traditions share ancient paths
to healing and reconciliation

anada’s aboriginal people
were forever changed by
the residential school experience, says a spiritual caregiver
in Manitoba’s aboriginal community, but they are recovering. That recovery may take
three or four hundred years.
Catherine Chickadee Richard
spoke for the Anishinaabe Nation in a round table discussion
among four representatives of
ancient faith traditions Feb. 10
at the University of Winnipeg.
The panel discussed paths to
reconciliation according to the
teachings of the aboriginal,
Buddhist, Hindu and Judaic
faiths.
Richard grew up on the San- From left, Rabbi Lawrence Pinsker, Ketan Joshi, Catherine Chickadee
dy Bay reserve on the western Richard, panel moderator Brian Rice and Radhika Abeysekera.
shore of Lake Manitoba. She
sker said some of the offendJoshi said famed Indian leadsaid in the mid-80s the com- abuse.
“A weight is heavy only ers were treated too lightly. er Mohandas Ghandi taught
munity was the murder capital
of Canada. “It was the result when it is held, “ she said. “In Judaism the scripture says “hate the sin, not the sinner.
of the residential school that “When I let it go it is no lon- ‘you are accountable. Fix the Reconciliation begins when
ger a burden. Many aboriginal damage you have done, atone. inequality and disparity cease
was there,” she said.
Richard said as a young per- people are carrying a heavy As Canadians we just can’t to exist, ” he said.
“Prejudice holds my people
son she started asking ques- load but carrying it in their say ‘oops I’m sorry.’You can’t
just say ‘I had no responsibil- hostage,” said Richard. “I
tions of older relatives and minds.”
Rabbi Lawrence Pinsker of ity for that.’ “
found freedom through the
friends. “I found out how our
truth and the ceremonies and
ceremonies and our way of Winnipeg’s Shaarey Zedek
‘A weight is
the land and the concept that
life had to go underground be- Synagogue explained how the
Jewish Torah, the ﬁve books
cause of the Indian Act.”
heavy only when there is something greater than
we know or than we think we
“We’ve been here since time of Moses, are the basis of Jewknow.”
immemorial, this is where we ish teachings. The same books
it is held. When
“I am free to be who I am and
were put.” Richard said. “We are the ﬁrst ﬁve books of the
I let it go it is no
to speak my truth,” she said. “I
know where to hunt and ﬁsh. Old Testament.
“It’s not about you and your
freedom from pain and
We didn’t stay on a reserve.
longer a burden.’ know
shame. I was someone who
Our people were forced to soul it’s about all souls endid not like one’s skin colour,
be where they are today,” she tangled in each other,” Pinsker said, adding that Judaism
Pinsker said in the Book of nor my parents’ brutal actsaid.
Radhika Abeysekera, a Sri teaches that when one sees Genesis the story of Joseph ing out of what was done to
Lankan and founder of Bud- wrongdoing one does not ig- and his coat of many colours them at residential school and
dhist Association, said she nore it. “We are to be involved teaches “we are our brothers which ﬂowed to the next genand sisters keepers, if not we eration,” Richard said.
would not ask the aboriginal with each other.”
Pinsker spoke of the South are a failure.”
“I have the freedom of bepeople to forget, “that is not
Ketan Joshi, founder and ing a human who has a right
the solution,” she said. Abey- African Truth and Reconsekera spoke of the Buddhist ciliation Commission that coordinator of the Gita Study to live.”
tradition of meditation that followed the end of apartheid Circle said Hinduism teaches
acknowledges the hurt and and which included amnesty that man is not the master of
Contributed by
eliminates the resentment that for some who had committed the universe but one of many
James Buchok
can lead to letting go of the crimes, including murder. Pin- living creatures.
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Human
trafﬁcking
is slavery in
our own city

The View from
Micah House

H

uman trafﬁcking is slavery that is happening
across Canada, its victims
are typically impoverished
women or youth desperate
for help. Perpetrators offer
shelter, drugs and soon the
dependent victim is forced
into servitude, usually in the
sex trade.
“Human trafﬁcking is hiding in plain sight right here,”
said Sr. Lesley Sacouman
at a conference Feb. 20
at Winnipeg’s St. Charles
Church attended by about
200 people.
Since 2004 Sacouman has
been part of the Holy Names
House of Peace in downtown
Winnipeg providing support
for women in transition, immigrants and refugees. She
is also a co-founder of Rossbrook House, a drop-in centre providing a safe haven
for inner city youth since
1976. All of those women
and children are targets for
human trafﬁckers.
“Every trafﬁcked person is
your child, your sister, your
grandchild, son or niece.
There is no one here who
wouldn’t do anything to get
their child out of a slave-like
situation.” She said if people
ignore the truth about human

T

Straining the quality of mercy

L
M.P. Shelley Glover, Sr. Lesley Sacouman and M.P. Joy Smith with painting
entitled The Pearl Diver by St. Charles parishioner Joan Chase.
trafﬁcking “there is very
little difference between the
perpetrators and us.”
Human trafﬁcking is an
international business worth
billions of dollars because
demand is high, said Sacouman, “If no one wanted to
buy a child, nobody would
be selling children, “ she
said. Sacouman said the
young woman or girl giving a manicure could be
a victim. “See if her eyes
are darting around, if her
answers seem coached, if
she’s repeatedly answering
her cell phone because she
is under constant control.
Report it, it’s got to be reported.”
Shelly Glover, Member of

Parliament for the Winnipeg
riding of St Boniface and a
19-year veteran of the Winnipeg Police Service said
non-governmental organizations including religious
groups working with those
at risk are vital in combating
the problem.
“Victims will tell other
people, someone like a nun,
what they won’t tell police.
We have to work together.”
Glover said the most valuable thing to provide to police is a witness or an informant.
Glover said until she became a police ofﬁcer she
didn’t realize “what a horrible problem we have in our
country and our city.”

Joy Smith, Member of Parliament for the Winnipeg
riding of Kildonan St. Paul
said she became involved
in the issue of human trafﬁcking when her son, a
Winnipeg police ofﬁcer, began working in the Internet
Child Exploitation unit.
“It can happen to anyone
in this room, “ Smith said.
“Every mom and dad must
educate their children.
Smith also lauded the work
of religious groups working
to protect the vulnerable,
“you make a difference,”
she said.
Contributed by
James Buchok

Youth take centre stage at ShareLent Workshop

he Canadian Catholic
Organization for Development and Peace (D&P)
Manitoba Regional Ofﬁce
held its annual Share Lent
Workshop Jan. 29 giving its
youth team an opportunity
to show how young people
are furthering the mission
and cause of D&P.
Share Lent is D&P’s annual national campaign
with a 2011 goal of $10
million. D&P is the ofﬁcial
international development
organization of the Catholic Church in Canada and
is a membership led organization supported by parish collections, individual
donations and government
grants.
The mission of D&P is
to support partners in the
Global South who promote
alternatives to unfair social, political and economic
structures. For more than 40
years D&P has supported
15,200 local initiatives in
ﬁelds such as agriculture,
education, community action as well as the consolidation of peace and advocacy for human rights in 70
countries.
Darlene Ambalina, D&P
Manitoba youth representative, spoke about ThinkFast,
an activity that has young
people gather in a church or
school for a 25-hour education and fundraising fast during which they learn about
global issues and injustice.
Participants collect pledges

Manitoba’s D&P Youth Team, back row from left; Heidi Rada, Maria Lique,
Richard Jung, Chelsea Caldwell, David Henry; front row, Sharayhah Ulrich, Jenna Sto Domingo, Darlene Ambalina.
and money raised by ThinkFast goes to D&P. Ambalina
said $200,000 was raised at
about 200 ThinkFast events
in Canada last year.
“You don’t have to be
Catholic or Christian, just
interested in the issues,” she
said. “What they learn in
the fast they can take back
to their homes, schools and
churches.”
Ambalina said if a ThinkFast is held in a church it’s a
good idea to end the fast by
attending mass. “It’s good
to have support of the parishioners,” she said.
This year’s ThinkFast
theme is water and ThinkFast kits providing everything from planning, fund-

raising, games, tools and
activities are available on
the D&P website at www.
devp.org by clicking on
‘youth.’ There are also links
to D&P pages on facebook,
twitter, YouTube and ﬂickr.
Chelsea Caldwell, D&P
representative for the University of Winnipeg spoke
about D&P’s bottled-water-free-zone campaign and
the enthusiastic response
to the campaign shown by
university students. So far
Caldwell has spoken to 10
classes about the campaign
and about 300 U of W students have signed campaign
pledge cards. She said the
campaign ﬁts with the university’s own ban on plastic

water bottles. It is the second university in the world
to institute such a ban.
According to D&P choosing bottled water over tap
water supports the bottled water companies and
weakens the demand and
therefore the availability of
publicly-supported water
systems. D&P says in many
places around the world, including in some aboriginal
communities in Canada,
where people do not have
access to clean drinking water, money is going into private, bottled water instead
of public water systems.
Contributed by
James Buchok

ast spring Flora MacDonald was in town to speak
about her current humanitarian work in Afghanistan. This remarkable lady is still active in her ‘eighties.
I knew her from the days back in 1979 when she had the
external aﬁars portfolio in the short-lived government
of Joe Clark. That was at the outset of the “Boat People”
crisis that gave rise to Canada’s unique and remarkable
program for the private sponsoring of refugees, bringing
them to safety and new lives here.
Renewing an old acquaintanceship I told Ms. MacDonald about my current work at Hospitality House
Refugee Ministry where we sponsor refugees under the
still-active program. She responded with a story previously unknown to me.
It seems that as the Boat People crisis developed in
Southeast Asia with daily horriﬁc images on our TV
screens, there was an international outcry to help. Our
immigration department went to their minister with a
recommendation that Canada take in 5,000 of these unfortunate souls. Flora MacDonald’s response was to recommend to her Cabinet colleagues that Canada instead
take 50,000! They went for it – and the rest is history.
Canada welcomed some 60,000. Twenty thousand were
arriving in a single year! The People of Canada earned
the UN’s Nansen Medal for their outstanding humanitarian response.
That was then and this is now. There has been a paradigm shift. Ofﬁcial Canada today seems more concerned about keeping refugees out. The need to rescue
and sustain refugees is greater than ever but the ofﬁcial
response here seems cautious, even mean. Canada’s Private Sponsorship of Refugees program (PSRP) still exists but is a pale shadow of those Nansen Medal days.
Through many years and several governments the annual cap on the PSRP produced refugee arrivals to Canada in the 3,000 range. Few Canadians know about this
cap. The current government, thankfully, has increased
that number and this year the target is 5,600. Next year
it will be 6,000.
But the inventory of refugees overseas who have already been sponsored by Canadians and are waiting to
come here has risen to 25,000 and is expected to rise as
high as 32,000 by this year’s end. Sponsored refugees
are waiting as long as eight years to get here; waiting in
the squalid camps we sometimes see on TV.
Beginning next year, the Federal government, not
wanting the overseas inventory of waiting refugees simply to keep on growing, plans to institute a restriction on
the number of new sponsorships it will accept. Hospitality House will feel the impact of this because it is now
one of the two largest sponsors of refugees in Canada,
alone beginning about one-out-of-every-ﬁve new sponsorships.
Most private sponsorships are undertaken to bring
about family reuniﬁcation of refugees already here with
members of their families still stuck in terrible refugee circumstances in Africa, the Middle East and elsewhere.
It is not only sponsored refugees that are restricted in
their ability to enter Canada. Sponsored parents and
grandparents are similarly affected; there is a queue of
these of around 100,000 waiting, and annually we let in
only about 10,000.
These are social justice issues. Hospitality House appropriately operates its work from Micah House, the
Catholic Centre for Social Justice. These are issues for
every Christian to ponder. Is this the best Canada should
do? It was William Shakespeare who wrote, “The quality of mercy is not strained…”
Contributed by Tom Denton
Executive Director, Administration & Sponsorship
Hospitality House Refugee Ministry, Winnipeg
Micah House is located at 1039 Main St., Winnipeg
Phone 589-5393
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Rite of Election

The Archbishop’s Message

The way we worship

T

he season of Lent
prepares us to
enter more fully into
the celebration of the
death and resurrection
of Jesus, the foundation of our lives as
Christians.
During
these forty days we
are reminded over and
over again that salvation, new life, is a gift which
we receive together, as a community, a family, and
not in isolation. This new life draws us together as
the Church, a sign in the world of what God wants
to do for all. As Church we are a visible sign for all
to see and often people are attracted to the Lord or
repelled from him by the way in which our community lives its life.
The way we worship together is a powerful witness to others. Do we gather together as a family,
happy to be together? The way we pray together
teaches others what we believe. If the Word of God
is proclaimed with dignity and if it is listened to attentively it becomes clear that we believe the Word
of God gives us life. In our common worship we
move together; we stand, kneel and sit as a gathered community. People, especially new-comers
or visitors, can feel a lack of comfort when some
stand while others kneel. They’re not sure what to
do!
How do we know when to kneel, sit or stand?
One of the roles of the Pope is to approve the liturgical books which are used in the whole of the
Church. These books indicate what posture the
community should adopt and when. The Conference of Bishops of a country is mandated to make
some adaptations for the whole country so that
national cultures can be respected. The bishop of
the diocese then has the responsibility of applying
these regulations to the local communities. Each
parish within a diocese and each member of the
parish are asked to move together. Allowance must
always be made for people whose health does not
permit them to stand or kneel.
In the Archdiocese of Winnipeg we are invited to
stand for prayer and song, to sit to listen to the readings and for a short moment of thanksgiving after
everyone has received communion, and to kneel
for the Eucharistic Prayer: after the “Holy, holy”
until the acclamation after the consecration. People
are free to receive communion either on the tongue
or on the hand. Both are completely acceptable. A
sign of reverence, a bow of the head, is made as
one approaches the Minister of Communion. Some
people wish to express their personal devotion by a
genuﬂection or by kneeling to receive. These gestures should be reserved for private devotion, not at
the time of communion when they become distractions and confusing to others.
During the season of Easter we gratefully celebrate Jesus’ victory over sin, division and death.
He has called us into union with God and with each
other. The Church, this new community which He
calls into being, is the sign of His presence, drawing us into unity and love. Let all of us strive to
make our liturgical worship a powerful sign of our
faith.

+V. James Weisgerber
Archbishop of Winnipeg

Archbishop Weisgerber presides at the Rite of Election March 13 as Russell
Skinner from St. Mary’s Cathedral signs the Book of the Elect. Photo by Denise
Terpstra.

Archbishop Weisgerber’s Schedule
Saturday
Sunday

April 2 7:00 pm
April 3 11:30 am

Monday
Tuesday

April 4
April 5
April 5
April 7
April 14
April 16

10:30 am
2:00 pm
11:45 am
7:00 pm
7:00 pm

April 18
April 21
April 22
April 22
April 23
April 27
April 29

7:30 pm
7:30 pm
9:00 am
3:00 pm
8:00 pm
8:00 am
4:00 pm

Thursday
Thursday
Saturday
Monday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Wednesday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Mon.-Fri.
Thursday

April 30
April 30 4:30 pm
May 1 11:00 am
May 2-May 6
May 5 5:00

Friday-Sunday May 6-8
Tuesday
May 10 7:00 pm
Wednesday
May 11 7:00 pm
Thursday
May 12 7:30 pm
Saturday
May 14 5:00 pm
Sunday
May 15 11:00 am
Tuesday
May 17 7:30 pm
Wednesday
May 18 10:30 am
May 18 7:00 pm
Thursday
May 19 7:00 pm
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

May 20 7:00 pm
May 21 5:00 pm
May 22 11:00 am
May 22 7:30 pm
Monday-Tuesday May 23-24
Wednesday
May 25 7:30 pm
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

May 26 7:30 pm
May 27 7:00 pm
May 28 7:00 pm

Mass, St Benedict’s Monastery, Winnipeg
Mass to Celebrate the 150th Anniversary of the
First Mass Celebrated at St Vital Parish
St Vital Parish, Winnipeg
Visit to Seminarians at St Joseph’s Seminary, Edmonton
Personnel Board
Council of Priests
CHCM Meeting, St Boniface
Caritas Dinner, Convention Centre, Winnipeg
Misericordia Hospital Angel Ball, Convention Centre,
Winnipeg
Chrism Mass, St Mary’s Cathedral
Celebration of Holy Thursday, Cathedral
Public Way of the Cross, Cathedral
Celebration of Good Friday Liturgy, Cathedral
Celebration of the Easter Vigil, Cathedral
Mass St Mary’s Academy, Winnipeg
Diocesan CWL Convention,
St John Cantius’ Parish, Winnipeg
Spirit Day
Good Shepherd Sisters (Marymound) Celebration
Confirmation, St. Gianna’s Parish, Winnipeg
Priests’ Retreat, Misty Lake Lodge
Mass Catholic Health Association of Canada
Annual Meeting, St. Mary’s Cathedral
Manitoba State Convention of the Knights of Columbus
Confirmation, Our Lady of Victory Parish, Winnipeg
Confirmation, St Vital Parish, Winnipeg
Confirmation, St John Brebeuf Parish, Winnipeg
Confirmation, St Joseph’s Parish, Winnipeg
Confirmation, St James’ Parish, Baldur
Confirmation, St Ignatius’ Parish, Winnipeg
ACCE meeting, Winnipeg
Confirmation, Blessed Sacrament Parish, Elie
Confirmation, St Anthony of Padua Parish (WK)
Winnipeg
Confirmation, St Charles’ Parish, Winnipeg
Confirmation, Christ the King Parish, Stonewall
Confirmation, Good Shepherd Parish, Portage
Confirmation, St. Edward’s Parish, Winnipeg
Manitoba Bishop’s Meetings
Confirmation, Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish,
Winnipeg
Confirmation, St Theresa’s Parish, Middlechurch
Confirmation, St Augustine’s Parish, Brandon
Confirmation, Sacred Heart Parish, Virden

