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Archbishop ordains Rev. Mark Filips and Rev. Eric Zadji to the priesthood

T

he Archdiocese of
Winnipeg celebrated two ordinations to
the priesthood June 3 as
Archbishop James Weisgerber presented newly
ordained Fr. Mark Filips
and Fr. Eric Zadji to an
assembly of hundreds
of well-wishers at St.
Mary’s Cathedral.
In his homily prior to
the Liturgy of Ordination
the archbishop welcomed
Zadji and Filips by alluding to John 15:15 “I don’t
call you servants,” said
Weisgerber, “I call you
friends.”
“The church of Winnipeg celebrates this great
gift of God to us, two new
priests,” the archbishop
said.
Following the Introductory Rite the candidates for ordination were
called for presentation to
the archbishop by Rev.
Kevin Smith, Pastor of St.
Joseph’s Parish and the
archdiocesan Director of
Vocations. This was followed by election by the

T

archbishop as he declared,
“We rely on the help of the
Lord and our Saviour Jesus Christ and we choose
these men, our brothers,
for the priesthood in the
presbyterial order.”
The Liturgy of Ordination began with the candidates’ promises of obedience to the archbishop
and his successors. At the
Laying on of Hands and
Prayer of Ordination the
archbishop laid his hands
on the head of each candidate. The concelebrating
priests then did the same
as a sign of their fraternal
unity.
Filips recently graduated
from the Sacred Heart
School of Theology near
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
and Zadji graduated from
the Catholic Theological
Union in Chicago in May
2010.
Zadji, 33, is originally
from the Republic of
Benin in West Africa A
cousin of his had been
living in Winnipeg and
Zadji decided to look into

Archbishop Weisgerber presents newly ordained priests Rev. Eric Zadji,
left and Rev. Mark Filips to the assembly at St. Mary’s Cathedral June 3.
Photo by Paul Swart.

becoming a priest in the
Archdiocese of Winnipeg.
He ﬁrst met with Fr. Jose
Medeiros, pastor at St.
Paul the Apostle Church,
in Chicago and later with
Archbishop Weisgerber
when the archbishop was
visiting Filips at Sacred
Heart.

Filips, 36, is originally
from Kenora, Ont. and
calls Winnipeg his “second home” having completed his undergraduate
studies at St. Paul’s College. Before becoming a
seminarian Filips worked
as a funeral director in Kenora, Thunder Bay, Ont.

and at Green Acres Funeral Home in Winnipeg.
“We as the church are
called to be a sacrament
and to assist us to become who we are some
are chosen to preach and
to lead,” Weisgerber said.
“The priest is anointed to
preside at our gatherings

while the Holy Spirit continues to inform us. The
priest is anointed to keep
us together in prayer and
love.”
Weisgerber said the gift
of the Spirit in ordination
“is a call to a spiritual relationship, a friendship
with God. Tonight you
are ordained into a community of priests, a community of brothers. We
have different ideas and
talents. Your call is to embrace all of your brothers
and Christ will be found
in the one that is most different.”
There are now 65 diocesan priests in the archdiocese and 26 religious
priests.
Contributed by
James Buchok
See page 5
for details about
next month’s
Swing and a Prayer
golf tournament
in support of our
diocesan seminarians.

Winnipeg CWL celebrates 90th year at annual convention

he Winnipeg Diocesan
Catholic
Women’s
League celebrated its 90th
anniversary with its annual
convention on April 28 and
29, at St. John Cantius Parish in Winnipeg.
Mary-Margaret
Patterson, Diocesan President,
chaired the meeting and
wished a special welcome
to St. Vital parish which
has re-activated its council.
Manitoba’s
Provincial
President Susan Bernier
brought greetings, as did
Terri Scott, National Legislation Chairperson. As this
weekend also saw conventions in St. Boniface and
Keewatin-the Pas, there
were no representatives
from those councils present.
Archbishop James Weisgerber presided at the opening liturgy with Fr. Barry
Schoonbaert,
Diocesan
Spiritual Advisor, and other
priests concelebrating.
During the banquet, Jacqueline de Corby of St.
Augustine’s Parish in Brandon was honoured with
the Bellelle Guerin Award.

From left, Jacqueline DeCorby receives the Bellelle Guerin Award from
Past President Albertine Moran and President Mary-Margaret Patterson.
Jacqueline was recognized
for her 43 years of service
to the league and her dedication in all areas.
On Saturday, Sr. Eva Solomon was welcomed as the
guest speaker. Sr. Eva has
been a Sister of St. Joseph
of Sault Ste Marie for 50
years and her work focuses
on interculturation of faith.

She said interculturation is
the process of how the Gospel can penetrate a culture
creating a new culture that
will show us something of
God that the old culture
could not. She spoke of
incarnation and the Anishinaabe way of seeing things
and said we all have a
“medicine wheel” within us

made of the roots that God
has given us. She explained
how the medicine wheel
works and what it means.
She also spoke about reconciliation and the steps that
must be taken to forgive or
receive forgiveness.
When asked what result
she would like to see from
Canada’s ongoing Truth

Guest speaker
Sr. Eva Solomon.
and Reconciliation Commission she said her hope
is that aboriginal peoples
can ﬁnd peace and move
forward.
Two resolutions were presented on Saturday, Removal of the Provincial Sales
Tax on Healthcare Hostel
and Hospice Facilities and
Early Intensive Intervention

in Phonological Awareness.
Both resolutions passed
and were forwarded to the
Manitoba Provincial Convention for consideration at
its 63rd annual convention
May 28 and 29.
Elections were held for
the Diocesan council and
a new slate of ofﬁcers was
elected. They are:
Janet Brunger, President;
Lea Colbeck, President
Elect; Con Marks, 1st
Vice President; Laverne
Hudson, 2nd Vice President; Rose Anne Seymour,
Treasurer; Colleen Zaluski,
Secretary; Judy Albiani,
Corresponding Secretary;
Mary-Margaret Patterson,
Past President; Committee
Chairpersons, Julie Mandac, Maria Mikawoz, Pat
Ward and Sue Cosens.
The convention was a resounding success and the
hospitality of St. John Cantius was enjoyed by all.
Contributed by
Pat Ward
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Lenten observances in the Archdiocese of Winnipeg

Archbishop James Weisgerber with some of the concelebrating priests
at the Chrism Mass, or Mass of the Oils, April 18 at St. Mary’s Cathedral.

A

Director of
Pastoral Services

rchbishop James Weisgerber is pleased to announce the appointment of
Deacon Ted Wood as the Director of Pastoral Services for
the Archdiocese of Winnipeg.
This appointment is effective
Ted Wood
June 1.
Originally from Saskatchewan, Ted has a
wide range of experience in pastoral ministry
and adult faith formation. Ted holds a Master’s
Degree in History from the University of Saskatchewan and a Master’s Degree in Theology
from St. John’s University in Collegeville.
Ted and his wife Nancy have been married
for 25 years. In 2006 they moved to England
where they spent four years with the Chemin
Neuf community. They recently returned to
Manitoba and are currently organizing Chemin
Neuf in Winnipeg at St. Charles Convent.
The Director of Pastoral, Services will coordinate the activities of the various Pastoral
ofﬁces including: Communications, Faith Formation, Micah House, Youth, Stewardship,
First Nations Project and Pastoral Councils.
We welcome Ted to the Archdiocese.

Catholic
Cemeteries Survey

C

atholic Cemeteries Management
Inc. is the organization responsible
for operating and maintaining Assumption Cemetery and St. Mary’s Cemetery
in the Archdiocese of Winnipeg. In order
to continue providing quality options and
facilities as times and attitudes change, it
is important for us to know what the needs
and preferences of our community are. To
this end we are conducting an online survey which will only take a few minutes of
your time to complete. Your answers will
provide us with important background
information that will assist us in making decisions about future developments
and planning. The survey can be found
at the following link for the month of
June - https://www.surveymonkey.com/
s/NFQFGPF. For those who do not have
internet access and would like to participate in the survey, please call our ofﬁce at
888-7557 and we will send a copy of the
survey to you.

About 1,000 people joined in the Public Way of the Cross
in downtown Winnipeg on Good Friday.

St. Augustine’s in Brandon, MB invites applications for a full-time

T

Youth Ministry Coordinator

his position is an opportunity for a passionate, practicing Catholic to build community, to evangelize and to lead
an enthusiastic team of volunteers in comprehensive youth ministry. The applicant will have post secondary
education and/or a certiﬁcate in youth ministry, be highly motivated, dynamic and possess good interpersonal and
communication skills. Salary is commensurate with qualiﬁcations and experience. Resume and reference letter from
your pastor will be accepted until June 24, 2011. Submit resume to:

Ad hoc committee, St. Augustine Church, 327-4th St, Brandon, MB R7A 3H1

The Catholic Women’s League of Manitoba and the Canadian Blood Services (CBS) are
working together to have an IMPACT on the lives of all patients, friends, and family members.
We are adopting the Blood Donor Clinics for IMPACT DAYS and NEED YOUR HELP.
What are IMPACT DAYS? These are days when the CBS is short of blood donors. Typically
donors book their next donation 56 days from the day they are donating. Long weekends and
religious holidays make it hard for the CBS to collect blood. If the clinic is closed, there were no
donors on that day to rebook in 56 days. An example of such a date is: Friday, June 17th – it is
the Recovery or IMPACT day that resulted from Good Friday. If you are available on June
17th, please book a time to give the gift of life.
Manitoba has 2 regular clinic sites that are open from Monday to Saturday: Winnipeg Blood
Donor Clinic, 777 William Avenue and the Brandon Blood Donor Clinic, off Parkade Level 1,
800 Rosser Avenue.
IMPACT DAY
Monday, July 18th
Friday, August 26th
Monday, September 26th
Monday, October 31st
Monday December 5th

RECOVERING FROM
Victoria Day
Canada Day
August Civic Holiday
Labor Day
Thanksgiving Day

You must be at least 17 years of age; weigh 50 kg. (110 lbs.); and will need identification with
full name and signature &/or photograph. Please call 1-888-236-6283 to find exact hours of
operation and to set up an appointment to donate. Web site: http://www.blood.ca
The CWL Manitoba Partner ID number is CATH011269. You can credit the CWL by using this
number. Other groups have also partnered with CBS and you can credit your donation to them
as well. If you have Blood Donor Clinics in your area, please support them. It is in us to give!
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Archbishop announces
personnel changes

F

ollowing consultations
called for in Canon
Law Archbishop James
Weisgerber has announced
the following changes in
archdiocesan personnel effective July 1, 2011.
Retirement
Rev. Henryk Laciak
will retire as Pastor of St.
Anthony of Padua Parish
in Winnipeg. Ordained in
1965, Fr. Laciak has served
in the Archdiocese since
1986 and we are grateful
for his pastoral service and
wish him a very happy retirement.
Pastor
Rev. Leo Fernandes
becomes Pastor of SteRose-de-Lima Parish in
Ste-Rose-du-Lac, Paroisse
Notre-Dame-des-Victoires
in Laurier, Our Lady of
Nativity Parish in McCreary, Notre Dame Parish
in Toutes-Aides with the
attached missions of Holy
Family in Crane River, St.
Joseph’s in Ebb and Flow,
St. Patricia’s in Mallard,
St. Anthony’s in Rorketon,
Immaculate Conception in

Skownan, Canadian Martyrs in Waterhen and the
reduced service mission of
Immaculate Heart of Mary
in Meadow Portage.
Rev. Norberto Monton
becomes Pastor of St. Joseph the Worker Parish in
Russell and St. Theresa’s
Parish in Rossburn.
Administrator
Rev. Mark Filips becomes Parochial Administrator pro tem (until June
30, 2012) of St. Anthony
of Padua Parish (WK) in
Winnipeg. Monsignor Louis McCloskey will act as
mentor.
Parochial Vicar
Rev. Eric Zadji becomes
Parochial Vicar of SteRose-de-Lima Parish in
Ste-Rose-du-Lac, Paroisse
Notre-Dames-des-Victoires in Laurier, Our Lady
of Nativity Parish in McCreary, Notre Dame Parish
in Toutes-Aides with the
attached missions of Holy
Family in Crane River, St.
Joseph’s in Ebb and Flow,
St. Patricia’s in Mallard,
St. Anthony’s in Rorketon,

Reverend
Henryk Laciak

Reverend
Leo Fernandes

Reverend
Norberto Monton

R
Reverend
Mark Filips

Reverend
Eric Zadji

Reverend Monsignor
Michael Moore

Immaculate Conception in
Skownan, Canadian Martyrs in Waterhen and the
reduced service mission of
Immaculate Heart of Mary
in Meadow Portage.
Sacramental Minister
Rev. Monsignor Michael
Moore becomes Sacramental Assistant at St. Peter’s
Parish in Winnipeg.

Seminarian-Intern
Kelly Wilson begins a
Pastoral Internship year at
St. Ignatius Parish in Winnipeg (Sept. 1, 2011).
Sebastiaan Benders begins a Pastoral Internship
year at Notre Dame Parish
in Selkirk (Sept. 1, 2011).
Patrick Neufeld begins
a Pastoral Internship at
Our Lady of Seven Sor-

rows Parish in Camperville
(July-August 2011).
Departure from
the Diocese
Rev. Noaga Kola will return to his home diocese of
Gagnoa, Ivory Coast. We
are grateful to Fr. Kola for
his one and a half years of
service to the Archdiocese of
Winnipeg and wish him all
the best.

St. Margaret’s celebrates 100th
O

ct. 10, 2010 was a
beautiful warm and
sunny Sunday which provided the setting for the
centennial celebration for
St. Margaret’s Roman
Catholic Church in Grandview.
Prior to 1901 pioneers of
the Roman Catholic faith
of the newly settled community of Grandview did
not have the opportunity to
celebrate mass on a regular
basis. Pastoral ministries
were made available in the
area by visiting priests who
covered a very large area.
In those early years services were held in the
house of John Sinnott and,
it is reported, also held in
the King’s Hotel!
The ﬁrst church was built
in 1910 by the Sinnott and

A

Meagher families with the
help of Mr. Lynch.
Church records show that
over the years the congregation of St. Margaret’s was
served by no fewer than 19
priests.
Reverends
Beauregard
and Houle were the ﬁrst
priests to serve in the ﬁrst
church in 1910. Reverend Eugene Verhulst was
the longest serving pastor,
serving from 1972 to 1992.
Reverend Jose Cabral has
been serving as pastor since
July 2009.
The year 1942 was an
interesting time in the history of St. Margaret’s when
the then serving Reverend
Trzaskoma persuaded the
Felician Sisters of Detroit
to come to Grandview
where they purchased the

local hospital and planned
to replace it with a larger,
more modern facility.
With their presence in
Grandview the little parish became more vibrant,
with the sisters sharing
in the pastoral care of the
people. It was unfortunate
that the Felician Sisters left
in 1949.
Designation as a parish
meant that the pastor was
resident in the community
and traveled to outlying
communities to provide
church services on a rotating basis. While operating
with the status of parish, the
pastors travelled to Roblin,
Shortdale, Gilbert Plains
and Keld. St. Margaret’s
present status is that of a
mission.
The present day congrega-

Parishioners created a memorable day for all.
tion, though small in num- Paul Bisson. Fr. Paul also
bers, worked very hard to provided the music for the
create a memorable day occasion.
Following the service
for all to commemorate the
everyone
was invited to a
100th anniversary of this
thanksgiving
meal and a
church.
time
of
fellowship.
As they entered the church
Many happy memories
at noon the parishioners
were
shared and hopefully
and visitors were greeted
new
memories
were made.
by a banner announcing the
God
blessed
St.
Margaret’s
centennial celebration. The
Church
with
a
perfect
day
special church service was
for
a
perfect
celebration.
led by Rev. Jose Cabral assisted by former pastors Contributed by
Rev. Sean Cahill and Rev. Carolyn Crossley

A lenten retreat at Sacred Heart

lenten parish mission/retreat was held April
1 and 2 at Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in
Virden.
Theologian, author, editor, workshop leader,
mother, grandmother and much more, MarieLouise Ternier-Gommers presented Eucharist-A
Life Blessed, Broken and Shared.
It was an opportunity to deepen our understanding of who God is calling us to be.
Have you ever deeply reﬂected on the thought
that each one of us was chosen by God even before we were born? Plus, we were given a Divine
Kiss before our birth. Deep within our being,
we remember that Divine Kiss and so we yearn
all our lives for the love that this Divine Kiss
instilled on our hearts and souls. This yearning
would not exist had we not had that kiss.
This message and many more were related to
us by Mrs. Ternier-Gommers spoken in clear,
simple language that left no questions as to her
meaning or intent. She has a gift of expression
about God that goes straight to the heart and

Reverend
Ernest Clifford
Kamath
1937-2011

Presenter Marie-Louise Ternier-Gommers.
soul.
Mrs. Ternier-Gommers drew us into the depth
of God’s love for us. She made us aware that we
all need to celebrate with gratitude that we are
each a divine choice.We are to foster a spirit of
gratitude in others, not just in ourselves. As well,
we were told we all need on going blessings, loving positive strokes wrapped in blessings, to be
given to others and with humility and joy receive

our own.
The following statement made us reﬂect further: “To be trusted is a greater gift than to be
loved.”
The above were a few words of wisdom that
we heard. Mixed in the format were vespers,
prayers and symbolism presented in a most artistic way. Added to all of this, at various times,
we were given 30 minutes for personal reﬂection and prayer time with the use of our bibles
and guiding questions. Gathered together again,
small and large group sharing followed.
Deep appreciation was shown to Mrs. TernierGommers for guiding and allowing all those attending the Lenten mission/retreat to realize the
power of the Eucharist.
At the conclusion a delicious pot luck supper
was shared and we then gathered for the Eucharist, a perfect ending for a memorable mission/
retreat.
Contributed by Norma Tibbits-Fefchak

everend Ernest
Clifford Kamath
passed away June 2
four days shy of his
74th birthday.
Father Kamath was
born on June 6,1937
in Kodiyalbail, Mangalore, India where
he received his early
education. He was
ordained to the priesthood, in Rome, on December 22, 1962.
Incardinated into the
Archdiocese of Kingston, Jamaica, Fr. Ernest served in various
ministries including
as High School Principal. Later he relocated
to the Diocese of Kamloops before coming
to the Archdiocese of
Winnipeg in 1987. On
November 30, 1989,
Father Kamath was
incardinated into the
Archdiocese of Winnipeg.
In the Archdiocese of
Winnipeg, Fr. Ernest
served as Pastor of
St. Hyacinth’s and St.
John’s Parishes in Portage la Prairie (19871994); Parochial Vicar
at St. Edward the Confessor Parish, Winnipeg (1994-1995); Pastor of St. Erik’s Parish
in Eriksdale, Holy
Cross, Ashern and St.
Olaf, Lundar (1999
-2000) and Pastor of
St. Laurent Parish in
St. Laurent while continuing to serve Eriksdale, Ashern and Lundar (2000-2002).
In 2002 Fr. Ernest
retired to Gimli where
he provided sacramental ministry in
Gimli, Camp Morton
and Winnipeg Beach.
Recently he moved to
Winnipeg Beach.
Funeral Prayers were
celebrated at Our
Lady of the Lake Parish in Winnipeg Beach
on Sun. June 5. The
Funeral Mass was celebrated on Mon., June
6, at Our Lady of the
Lake Parish in Winnipeg Beach, presided
by Archbishop James
Weisgerber.
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Celebrating Blessed Kateri
and Medicine Wheel

O

n the weekend of April
8-10 Kateri Tekakwitha
Parish of Winnipeg had the
honour of hosting a weekend
retreat guided by Sisters Priscilla and Eva Solomon, CSJ,
members of the Henvey Inlet
Ojibway First Nation and sisters of St. Joseph of Sault Ste.
Marie. Sr. Priscilla and Sr.
Eva are also each a Companion of Kateri Tekakwitha.
The retreat, Celebrating
Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha
and Medicine Wheel Teachings was based on the teachings of the Medicine Wheel.
Sr. Eva and Sr. Priscilla led
us through a journey of reﬂection on the teachings of
the Medicine Wheel of the
Ojibway nation.
The Ojibway Medicine

Wheel contains 44 universal,
natural laws and teachings
that were given by the Creator
to all human beings to govern
themselves so they will be
happy and live a healthy good
life on Mother Earth.
The ceremonies of smudging and hand drumming allowed the people to feel deep
emotions of understanding
the traditions of the Aboriginals.
On Sunday a Mass was celebrated in honour of the Feast
of Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha
presided by Archbishop
James Weisgerber.
Following Mass the community of Kateri Tekakwitha
Parish gathered to share lunch
and honour Candace Suther-

Retreat at Kateri Tekakwitha Church April 8-10 included ceremonies of smudging and hand drumming.
land, a young Aboriginal
woman who is running across
Canada to raise funds for The
Salvation Army, Heart &
Stroke Foundation, Canadian

Diabetes Association and Canadian Cancer Society. .
The Pastoral Council of Kateri Tekakwitha Parish would
like to thank Archbishop

Weisgerber for his enlightening and afﬁrming homily and
sincere appreciation to Sr.
Eva and Sr. Priscilla for sharing their journey with us.

Thank you for allowing us
to be a small part of that journey. Blessings.
Contributed by
Chris Asham

Trio of events
engages youth
and young adults
O

n April 28, 29 and 30,
youth and young adults
from Winnipeg and surrounding areas were treated to three
days of events aimed at communicating the joy of the resurrection. Although each was
geared towards a different
age group, all three inspired
participants to live out their
Catholic faith with hope, and
challenged them to serve their
communities with eyes that
are opened to the needs of
those around them.
This initiative is the result
of a collaboration between
the Youth Ministry Ofﬁces
of the Archdiocese of Winnipeg, the Archdiocese of St.
Boniface, and the Ukrainian
Archeparchy of Winnipeg.
The theme this year, Breaking Dawn: The Resurrection,
was focussed on helping us
see the link between Jesus being raised from the dead, and
the ability of God to resurrect
the places in our lives and in
our world that are without His

I

light.
All three days were blessed
by the presence of ValLimar
Jansen, an incredible vocalist from California. ValLimar
weaved together parables and
gospel stories through an incredible use of dramatics and
music, which is where her expertise lies. She has multiple
degrees in the arts, music and
performing, and has travelled
the world to sing at everything from choral showcases,
to Masses, to Gospel performances, to Broadway, to contemporary youth concerts.
Even with such lofty credits
to her name, ValLimar has a
heart full of humility and a
spirit that loves to serve. You
can ask anyone who has met
her; her presence is enough to
ﬁll any room, and it is captivating!
Theology on Tap kicked off
the series at the King’s Head
Pub in the Exchange District,
and brought together young
adults who were challenged

650 grades 5 and 6ers at St. Boniface Cathedral.
to sing, dance, and look at lic Race and left with a lastthe action of the Holy Spirit ing sense of belonging that
in their lives. Throughout the will be carried back into their
talk, but especially during schools.
ValLimar’s ﬁnal song, her
The ﬁnal event of the week
powerful voice echoed so far was the Catholic Youth Rally.
into the pub that large num- Over 200 volunteers, parents
bers of other patrons were and teens in grade 7 and up
poking their heads into the spent the day at St. Mary’s
room to see where the beauti- Academy to hear ValLimar
ful noise was coming from!
speak about the beauty of
Friday morning dawned the resurrection and its ap(thankfully!) sunny, and 650 plication to our lives. Again,
grade 5 and 6 students and she had everyone dancing
their teachers converged on and singing. Throughout the
the St. Boniface Cathedral for day, there were games, skits,
Catholic Schools Spirit Day, music, presentations, food
along with Archbishop Albert and opportunities for young
LeGatt, Archbishop James people to connect with others
Weisgerber and Metropolitan their age who are passionate
Lawrence Huculak. Aside about their faith.
from acting as ValLimar’s
As one of the organizers,
“choir” during her presenta- I can attest to the amazing
tions, the students watched things that happen when
videos, played a massive young people come together
game of The Amazing Catho- to grow in their faith. They

Service teams helped out at the special events.

Youth Rally at St. Mary’s Academy.
are able to see that there is a
wider community of Catholic young people than the
one they see each Sunday
or at school. It brings hope
and ﬁre into their hearts, and
gives them a renewed vision
of what God is calling us to
be for each other and for the
world: Him.
Look for info in the fall
about next year’s Catholic

Youth Rally, and a special
shout out to all those who
helped make these events
possible; especially the MC
and service teams.
Contributed by
Erin Kinsella
Director of Youth and Young
Adult Ministry
Archdiocese of Winnipeg

St. Vital Church teens complete RCIT journey

n October 2010, three teen
siblings from St. Vital Parish embarked on a journey
of faith known as the Rite
of Christian Initiation for
Teens (RCIT). Meeting once
a week with myself as parish
pastoral assistant, Guadalupe, Raul and Imelda PerezGarcia had the opportunity to
learn more about the Church,
its history, its teachings, and
– most importantly – learn
more about and grow closer
to God.
“Our mom suggested this
to us” says Raul, a 15-yearold student at Fort Richmond
Collegiate as his 16-year-old
sister Imelda.

“We looked into our Jewish
roots, Dad is Jewish, but we
knew we believed in Jesus so
we knew we wanted to learn
more about the Catholic
Church, Mom is Catholic,”
says Imelda.
“We didn’t really know
much about the Catholic
faith. Mom taught us some
things. She wanted to help
us to believe” explains Guadalupe.
Imelda said she thought
the RCIT experience would
be like Sunday school in the
movies – with a strict nun!
“But you’re not strict. You
made it fun. Liturgical bingo,
ﬁeld trips (including to the

Golden Door Nursing Home
and Villa Rosa) in addition
to printed resources and discussions. It was deﬁnitely a
positive experience,” added
Guadalupe.
“I enjoyed learning how
things connect....and now I
have a better understanding
of Jesus,” says Raul.
Guadalupe, who is entering
the Faculty of Nursing at the
University of Manitoba in the
fall, agreed. “We learned that
everything connects to one
thing in God – love. And before, when we had problems
we didn’t know who to turn
to. Now that we are more religious, we know we can turn

to Jesus for anything.”
During Holy Week the siblings represented the parish
at the Chrism Mass and received the three sacramental
oils to be used throughout the
coming year, and then presented them to Fr. Barry and
the parish at Mass on Holy
Thursday.
Guadalupe, having been
baptized as an infant in her
home country of Mexico,
was received into full communion with the Church at
the Easter Vigil through the
Sacraments of Conﬁrmation
and Eucharist.
Raul and Imelda received
all three Sacraments of Ini-

From left Guadalupe, Raul and Imelda .
tiation at the Vigil.
“It felt like an honour. It
felt really good. There were
lots of people there who care
about us and love us and
were really happy for us.”

says Raul about his experience at the Vigil.
Contributed by Nicole Hoard
Pastoral Assistant
St. Vital Parish
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My vocation is part of your community
O

A three-year old child with cerebral palsy was
among those who received a wheelchair from
a Manitoba Knights’ delegation to Cuba.

Knights provide
wheelchairs to
needy in Cuba
O

n Sunday, March 20 a
Knights of Columbus
delegation from Manitoba
left Winnipeg, and a temperature of minus 10C, and
arrived in Havana, Cuba
where the temperature was
plus 27C.
The delegation consisted
of Larry Kustra, Immediate Past State Deputy and
his wife Margaret, (their
second trip), Merlyn Onyschuk, State Secretary
and Ted Sobieski, District
Deputy. The mission of the
delegation was to present
wheelchairs to the needy
in Cuba and to visit with
brother Knights from Cuba.
This was the second year
that the Knights in Manitoba sponsored wheelchairs
to Cuba. The delegation
was joined by Christiana
Flessner, Chief Executive
Ofﬁcer of the Canadian
Wheelchair Foundation.
Arrangements are made
with the Canadian Wheelchair Foundation and a local charitable organization
in the country where the
wheelchairs will be donated. In our case, we have
worked with Cuba Caritas,
a Catholic agency.
The trip to Cuba accomplished many goals. We delivered wheelchairs to the
needy, toured the Convent
of Belen facility and Caritas ofﬁces, visited former
recipients of wheelchairs,
renewed friendships with
Knights and their families
from last year’s visit, met
with Cuban clergy, witnessed how the Knights
were progressing in Cuba,
toured a new seminary and
saw a wheelchair in action.
At every step of our trip
we were welcomed with
warmth and hospitality. We

were also invited to come
back again next year.
Our ﬁrst visit was the
Convent of Belen which
is a facility that has been
converted into a community resource center providing daycare, children’s
education, a health facility,
workshops and a gathering
place for seniors, as well
as a seniors’ residence. We
were greeted with a standing ovation from approximately 200 people from the
local community. We were
entertained with a song and
were thanked for the donation of wheelchairs.
On Thursday Archbishop
Juan Garcia Rodriguez of
Camaguey celebrated mass
for the Knights and their
families. After mass, the
Knights and their families
gathered and welcomed
us with refreshments and
thanked us for our donations.
We also visited the former
council chamber of the Camaguey Knights of Columbus. The government had
given the building back to
the Knights of Columbus
but it was in need of repairs.
It is a project that is labor
and cost intensive. When
we arrived there were numerous men working and
we were given a tour of
the building. The goal is to
have it ﬁnished in a year.
On our last day in Cuba,
while walking in Old Havana we spotted a red
wheelchair, (one of ours),
in one of the plazas. We
spoke to the recipient who
thanked the knights and the
Wheelchair Foundation for
the gift of mobility.
Contributed by
Larry Kustra

ur seminary year ended on May 2 with the
blessing and dedication of
our chapel here at St. Joseph Seminary in Edmonton, where four of your
seminarians are studying.
Former student, now Reverend Geoffrey Angeles
came out to conduct the
seminary choir and also Fr.
Gerald Langevin (former
vocation director for our
diocese) and Archbishop
Weisgerber were present
to celebrate this beautiful
Mass with us.
We live in a truly beautiful seminary building, but
it looks like there’s something more going on than
just the new building. So
much grace was poured
out that day and you will
be happy to hear that the
60 rooms we have at our
new building are rapidly
ﬁlling up as applications
for the upcoming seminary
year are pouring in. I am
conﬁdent that your prayers
were instrumental in making this happen! Also in

our own archdiocese I
regularly ﬁnd myself talking to young men who are
considering going to seminary.
I often get the question
how long seminary formation takes. Well, it differs
from person to person.
Usually one begins with a
Bachelor of Arts program
with a focus on philosophy. So some of our new
students will have three
years ahead of them in this
arts program, but there are
also students who will already have an arts degree.
They enter the Masters of
Divinity program, which
takes a further four years,
because seminarians will
have to pass all their ordination requirements, going
over and above the regular
program.
Halfway through this theology program seminarians will go on internship,
where they will be working
at a parish in their home
diocese. As of September,
Kelly Wilson and myself

Sebastiaan Benders

will be doing just that! As
you can read elsewhere in
this New Wine Press, Kelly
will be assigned to St. Ignatius parish in Winnipeg
and I will be assigned to
Notre Dame parish in Selkirk. We will be working
alongside the priests to get
some hands-on training
and get to know what life
at a rectory is really like!
We don’t just do this with
the help of the parish priest.
As we consider ourselves
and our vocation part of the
Church community, you as
church community are an
essential part of our for-

mation. In fact, both Kelly
and myself will set up a lay
support committee in the
parishes we will work at
with people who will help
us, guide us and, most importantly, pray for us.
And what will your seminarians be doing until September? Well, most of us
will be working hard to
help pay for our personal
expenses during the year.
As for myself I will spend
some time with my family
in the Netherlands and will
then have the privilege of
working and praying with
the pilgrims in Lourdes for
a month. As we continue to
rely on your support, we as
seminarians continue to remember you in our prayers
and I will think especially of
you at the Lourdes grotto!
Sebastiaan Benders
is one of the
Archdiocese of Winnipeg’s
six seminarians. He begins
a Pastoral Internship year
at Notre Dame Parish
in Selkirk on Sept. 1.
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Seven graduate
St. Ben’s Shekinah
spiritual direction
program

S

t. Benedict’s Retreat
and Conference Centre in Winnipeg has completed its third Shekinah
program of formation and
training in the Christian
practice of spiritual direction with seven graduates
joining the 20 others who
have completed the program since 1998.
Shekinah
co-director
Sr. Mary Coswin, OSB
says about half of Shekinah graduates enter into
positions in which they
formally offer spiritual
direction while the others
will use their new skills in
their current ministries or
in their lives in general.
Coswin, who is director
of St. Benedict’s retreat
centre, said Shekinah participants come from various Christian denominations. “They are typically
people with life experience who ﬁnd themselves
being called through a
process of requests from
others to listen to them,”

she said.
Coswin said if a person
seeks truly to be a spiritual
director it is the result of
experiencing the healing
and love of God through
spiritual direction.
“Without the experience
of personal direction, a
person will be walking In first row at left, Sr. Mary Coswin OSB, and back row centre, David Walsh, co-directors of the Shekiin the dark, not grounded nah spiritual direction program with the program’s newest graduates.
in her or his own expeShe said many faithrience,” she said. “The The Shekinah program by our learning and suporigin. Tuition includes
was
developed
at
St.
porting
one
another.”
based
organizations and
work of direction can
board, room, most materiCoswin said spiritual institutions offer similar
be isolating because it is Benedict’s using guideals and supervision.
done one-on-one, there- lines provided by Spiritu- direction is a ministry in training and formation The prerequisite for
fore it is important to have al Directors International the church that has been programs which “vary Shekinah is at least one
a community to relate to based in Bellevue, Wash. around since earliest wonderfully but with the year of being accompaspiritually. We expect our According to its website Christian times, “when same elements.”
nied by a spiritual director
women
and
men
went
out
the
goal
and
purpose
of
The
training
includes
trainees to come from
and participation in a faith
Spiritual Directors Inter- to the desert fathers and monthly overnight semigrounding in faith.”
community. Applicants
Shekinah, which is a national “is to provide mothers to seek guidance. nars, a directed retreat are also interviewed betwo-year course, also a network for spiritual For a long time spiritual weekend, two four-day in- fore being accepted.
counts as a credit course directors and those seek- direction was offered by tensive sessions, monthly Coswin said not many
in the faculty of theology ing spiritual direction re- clergy in connection with supervision and personal applicants are turned away
at the University of Win- gardless of organizational confession. This is no lon- spiritual direction, read- but she and co-director
nipeg. The next Shekinah boundaries. The network ger true. The ministry is ings and a monthly theo- David Walsh do make
program will begin in stretches across the globe experiencing a revival in logical reﬂection paper. “a discernment about the
September and run until and welcomes people from our time and most direc- There are also sessions readiness of each person.”
May, 2013. The program all communities. Spiritual tors are now married men with experts in various
was on hiatus from 2003 direction is a ministry and and women as well as re- ﬁelds such as dreams, Contributed by
service that grows strong ligious sisters.”
focusing and family of
to 2009.
James Buchok

Sr. Emma Bérard, mo retires after 40 years of educating and mentoring
Sr. Emma Bérard, mo is
retiring this year from a
teaching career that
began in 1967 as a
Grade 1 teacher at St.
Charles Academy and
concluded as Pastoral Coordinator at St.
Charles Catholic School.
A Mass and assembly
were held June 16 at St.
Charles school to thank
Sr. Emma. The following
are two articles about
Sr. Emma written by
students at St. Charles.
By Caelen Carr
Grade 6

St. Charles Catholic
School

S

ister Emma was born
in St. Joseph, Man. in
1946. She has been teaching
for 40 years and is a member of The Oblate Sisters of
the Sacred Heart and Mary
Immaculate. She became a
nun when she was 16 years
old and has been a nun for
almost 48 years.
Sister Emma was interested
in becoming a nun because
all of her teachers were nuns
except for in Grade 7. Later
she went to a vocation discernment weekend, that’s
when she decided to become

a nun. After she decided to
become a nun, she went to
the Oblate Sisters and asked
to join them. For the ﬁrst
six months she was called
a postulant, which means
beginner, then was called
a novice for 2½ years. In
1966 she made her ﬁrst
vows. In 1966 to 1967 she
was called a juniorate. Then
in 1971 she made her perpetual vows, which means
vows for life.
It was in 1967 when Sister
Emma began her teaching
career. Here is a list of the
schools she taught at:
• 1967 to 1970, grade 1 at St.
Charles Academy,.
• 1973 grades 1 and 4 at
Grand Central Alberta.
• 1979 to 1982 grade 1 at St.
Charles Academy
• 1983 to 1986 Principal at
St. Emile.
• 1987 to 1988 grade 3 at
Robert Browning School.
• 1988 to 1989 grade 4 at
Cold Lake Alberta
• 1989 to 1993 grades 1 and
3 at Marie-Anne-Gaboury
French Immersion School.
• 1993 to 1996 grade 3 at St.
Charles Academy.
• 1996 grade 3 and half-time
Pastoral Coordinator at St.
Charles Catholic School.
• 1998 to 2011, Pastoral
Coordinator at St. Charles

“When I
was young
she taught me
what is right
and what is
wrong”
Sr. Emma Bérard, mo
Catholic School.
Over the years of her teaching career she has touched
the hearts of so many children. This June, she is retiring from education, but not
retiring. She says that nuns
never retire!

By Marvin Tran
Grade 8

St. Charles Catholic
School

S

r. Emma is the kind of
person who is very caring and loving towards others. Whenever she is called
upon she doesn’t hesitate
and helps in any way possible. Whenever parents,
staff and children need some
assistance and support, she is
the one who helps them and
solves their problems.

— Rory, Grade 6
Now Sr. Emma is the
Pastoral Coordinator for St.
Charles Catholic School
but she was also a teacher
as well. She taught at the
school many years before
now so that students could
have a Catholic and French
education. Sr. Emma has
also taught students at Robert Browning School, at a
French emersion school in
Alberta and was the principal
at St. Emile for four years.
Not only does Sr. Emma
write an article for the St.
Charles Catholic School
newsletter each month but
she also proofreads the
whole thing to ﬁnd any mistakes. She assists and helps
the principal Dr. Penny in
any way she can and handles
the emergencies when the
need arises. She has also

helped out with the student
council, giving great ideas
and organized our Project
Love as well.
When there are school
Mass practices, she is always very kind and supportive toward the children
who read and bring up the
offertory gifts. She is also
the Sacristan, who prepares
the Masses each month for
the school. Every year, she
helps to prepare the Nativity
Scene that is created by the
students and displayed in the
front entrance of the school.
Sr. Emma has a deep love
and adoration of God and
spreads good news about
Christ all around. She always has a smile on her face
and sings at mass with her
beautiful voice.
Every morning, she says
a morning prayer to the students, helping them throughout their day. She is always
observing the religion program at St. Charles to make
sure everything is going
smoothly and provides religion material and information for the teachers. She
organizes the prayer services
for the school and keeps the
church updated on which
sacraments the children have
received.
Sr. Emma is very well-

liked at the school and so has
had an impact on students
with her teachings and help.
There are so many good
things Sr. Emma has done to
help students and teachers,
but here are just a few.
Matt (Gr 8): “Sr. Emma
has prepared great Masses
for me to talk to God”
Chris (Gr 8): “She organized the chapel services so I
could be closer to God”
Jacob (Gr 8): “She came
into band class to teach us
about the history of our
school”
Rory (Gr 6): “When I was
young she taught me what is
right and what is wrong”
Kate (Gr 6): “Sr. Emma
is always cheerful and says
‘Hi’”
Mrs. Smith: “She has
helped me in regard to spiritual guidance and helped me
ﬁnd my place in the school
community and in the
world”
All the students, staff and
St. Charles community are
saddened at Sr. Emma’s leaving. She has helped students
and staff in ways words can’t
even express.
The school community,
students and staff thank her
for all of her assistance and
wish her happiness in her
next path in life.
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House of Peace holds third Natasha’s Dinner to ﬁght trafﬁcking

T

he third annual Natashas’ Home Dinner was
held April 29 in Winnipeg
to support the Holy Names
House of Peace, a downtown intercultural community providing a safe home
for women in transition,
some of whom are victims
of human trafﬁcking.
“You have encouraged us
and supported us,” said Sr.
Lesley Sacouman of the
Sisters of the Holy Names
of Jesus and Mary (SNJM)
as she welcomed a sold out
room of 350 people.
House of Peace was founded by the SNJMs in 2004 and
currently accommodates up
to six women. Thanks to an
ongoing expansion it will be
able to welcome 12 more in
the fall.
The name Natasha is from
Victor Malarek’s book on
global human trafﬁcking,
The Natashas. The statue
of a faceless female ﬁgure
donated to House of Peace
and on display at the dinner
has also been named Natasha. The ﬁgure is described
as “beautiful inside and out.

She is faceless, a symbolic
reminder of the devastating effects of trafﬁcking on
its victims. We call her by
name for Natasha is precious and honoured in our
sight.”
“Art brings us to another, deeper awareness that
sometimes words can’t,”
Sacouman said.
The evening included musical performances and a
DVD presentation on global human trafﬁcking created by Eva Arsenault that
stated that at least 500 First
Nations females have gone
missing in Canada.
Cara Widrick, a traditional
advisor at Children of the
Earth High School sang an
aboriginal women’s healing
song. “We have a common
bond in human trafﬁcking
with children, women and
men,” she said. “In sharing
that song with you we think
of First Nations women and
children who are sisters in
the spirit.”
In the DVD Arsenault says
the estimated proﬁts of human trafﬁckers is $32 billion

From left, Maria Battaglia and Wendy Phaneuf, co-coordinators of the Natashas’
Home Dinner, Sr. Lesley Sacouman SNJM of the Holy Names House of Peace
and Cara Widrick, a traditional advisor at Children of the Earth High School.
annually. She contends that
human trafﬁcking requires
the complicity of authorities
including law enforcement,
politicians and immigration
lawyers. The DVD said trafﬁcked persons are commonly used as domestic workers, in sweatshop factories,

Forum told
public puts
potholes ahead
of hunger

Major Karen Hoeft of the Salvation Army (left) and
Alvin Chartrand of the Main Street Project spoke at
a forum on homelessness in Winnipeg April 9.
jects a plan for affordable or
subsidized housing, must be
outlawed. “In Toronto there
are policies that say nobody
should have to ask permission
where to live. That leadership
is what we want to see here.”
According to statistics presented at the forum, in Winnipeg there are about 135,000
people at risk of becoming
homeless, 1,915 temporary
homeless, 350 people living
on the street and 7,600 ‘hidden’ homeless, which refers
to people who live temporarily with relatives, friends,
neighbours or strangers, a
practice also known as couch
surﬁng.
In Manitoba approximately
one in ﬁve adults aged 45 to
55 reported either experiencing or coming close to experiencing homelessness.
The forum reported that in
Canada, to leave someone out
on the street costs $48,000 a
year while it costs $28,000 a
year to house them. In 2007,
4.5 to 6 billion dollars was
spent for emergency services,
community
organizations
and non-proﬁt help to assist
homeless Canadians.

In a question and answer
session the panel was asked
how a single parent can escape poverty and subsidized
housing.
Chartrand said Habitat for
Humanity is “a great model.
Put your name on a list, look
for a hand up, not a handout,
but some people are too proud
to do that.”
David Northcott, director of
the Winnipeg Harvest food
bank, said poverty is “a trap.
And the risk is huge that you
are not going to get out.” He
said the majority of people
in poverty “will be there for
their generation.”
Dr. James Christie, former
Dean of Theology at The
University of Winnipeg and
currently director of the university’s Ridd Institute for
Religion and Global Policy,
addressed the panel from the
audience saying that although
the same issues around homelessness are raised year after
year “if we stop talking about
it, it will be forgotten. This is
never a fruitless exercise.”
Contributed by
James Buchok

their desperately impoverished families, others are
kidnapped, others are lured
by the promise of a better
life. But the vast majority
come from poverty.
Arsenault
states
that
12,000 to 15,000 people are
trafﬁcked in Canada each

Contribued by
James Buchok

Dallaire accuses wealthy nations
of ignoring world’s poorest

W

T

he public is more concerned with potholes
then with homelessness says
Major Karen Hoeft of the
Salvation Army Booth Centre in Winnipeg, a city, says
Hoeft, which spends a million dollars a year ﬁxing potholes and the same amount
on affordable housing.
Hoeft was a speaker at a public forum on homelessness in
Winnipeg at Booth University
College April 9.
Alvin Chartrand, with Winnipeg’s Main Street Project,
a facility providing shelter,
food, transitional housing and
other services to the city’s
most vulnerable citizens, said
there is a lack of leadership
from government to address
homelessness. “The status
quo prevails because politicians want to be re-elected,”
he said.
Floyd Perras of Siloam Mission, which provides meals,
clothing, shelter, employment
training and other services
said the problem is not just
the government. “It’s all of
our responsibility,” he said,
“the neighbour living next
door to us is our responsibility, not social services’.”
Perras said the homeless
face many problems including addictions, abuse and a
lack of skills. “To just try to
deal with one little piece is
going to fail. It has to be a holistic approach.”
Hoeft said the “nimby” (not
in my back yard) attitude,
when a neighbourhood re-

as restaurant workers, in the
tourism industry and 80 per
cent are sexually exploited.
And the military and peacekeepers are among the biggest users of what human
trafﬁckers provide.
Trafﬁcking victims are
sometimes sold into it by

year. Some of the clues that
a person is being trafﬁcked
are signs of battering, fear
or depression, inability to
leave a job and inability to
produce identiﬁcation. According to the DVD, “trafﬁckers depend on people
minding their own business.”
”It’s very easy to be angry
about this but if I dehumanize the trafﬁckers I have become like them,” Sacouman
said. She quoted Nelson
Mandela saying “the oppressor must be liberated as
well as the oppressed.”
Sacouman said one may
feel overwhelmed by the
enormity of the issue, “but if
we don’t do something who
will?” She asked that people
become educated, that they
pray or fast “in solidarity
with trafﬁcked women and
children,” that they report
suspicions to police and that
they contribute ﬁnancially.

ealthy nations have
established a pecking
order dictating who among
the world’s needy gets their
help and who doesn’t, says
Canadian senator and retired Canadian lieutenantgeneral Roméo Dallaire.
“And in that order the
lowest level of humanity is
the sub-Saharan black African,” said Dallaire, commander of the 1994 United Senator Roméo Dallaire
Nations Assistance Mission
for Rwanda. He spoke May crisis in Darfur in 2003 and
4 in Winnipeg at the joint not a nickel went to Darfur.
national conference of the Are we abdicating to some
Catholic Health Alliance of clinical process done by
Canada and The Catholic those in power and not done
Health Association of Mani- based on all humans being
equal?”
toba, held May 4-6.
Dallaire told of being in
In Rwanda Dallaire tried to
stop the genocide waged by a convoy in Rwanda and
Hutu extremists, supported ﬁnding a small boy on the
by the Rwandan govern- road. The boy’s parents had
ment and military, against been killed, he was dirty,
Tutsis and Hutu moderates. his stomach bloated from
The genocide began in April, malnutrition. “I saw in his
1994. By early July between eyes exactly what I saw in
800,000 and 1,170,000 Tut- the eyes of my ﬁve year
si, Hutu moderates and Twa old before I left for Africa,”
Dallaire said. “He was just
had been murdered.
Dallaire’s 450 UN troops as human and he counted
came from Bangladesh, just as much as my son back
Canada, Ghana, Pakistan home. Do we have the huand Tunisia with Belgium manity and strength to be
having withdrawn. Dallaire compassionate to those who
said 193 other countries de- have been ostracized?”
Dallaire said in the midst
cided not to intervene until it
of
the slaughter big military
was far too late.
powers
sent reconaissance
“We have genocide elseteams
to
Rwanda but did
where and acted differently,” said Dallaire, citing the not intervene. “They said
tsunami that hit Indonesia in ‘there’s really nothing here
2004 killing 230,000 peo- of value, there’s only human
ple. “We committed mas- beings and there are way
sively. More people were too much of them.’ And that
killed and refugeed in the inﬂuenced all those other

countries to stay away.”
His book on his experiences in Rwanda, entitled
Shake Hands with the Devil:
The Failure of Humanity in
Rwanda, was awarded the
Governor General’s Literary Award for Non-Fiction
in 2004. Since his retirement from the military, Dallaire has worked to bring an
understanding of post-traumatic stress disorder to the
general public.
The theme of the conference was Compassion: The
Heart of our Vision. Dallaire
said
compassion is a characteristic that is not unusual to
Canadians.
“Compassion is a qualiﬁer
that is part of our sense of
nationhood. It is our sense
of what human life is and
our belief in human rights.
It is the overarching premise
that all humans are humans,
we are all equal.”
Dallaire said non-governmental organizations are
“the voice, eyes and ears of
humanity. The way to join
in a sense of humanity is to
join an NGO.”
“The right of passage for
youth of our country should
be to have under their beds a
pair of boots covered in the
dirt of a developing country,” Dallaire said. “That
they should see what is happening in that 80 per cent
of the world that is living in
inhuman conditions.”
Contributed by
James Buchok

8 • The New Wine Press

A discussion
about discipleship

June 2011

Misercordia Health Centre Expansion

Archbishop Weisgerber and Erin Kinsella, Director
of Youth Ministry for the Archdiocese of Winnipeg.

“I

have as much to learn
here tonight as I do
to teach,” said Archbishop
James Weisgerber as he
opened a dialogue with
young adults March 24.
The discussion was on
discipleship and was one
of a series of Theology on
Tap events in the archdiocese over last fall and winter arranged by the archdiocesan youth and young
adult ministry. Theology
on Tap evenings are held
in dioceses across North
America to promote discussion of religious issues
among young adults in a
relaxed, informal atmosphere.
The archbishop insisted
that the evening be a conversation, and not a lecture. “It is in that talking
that we really further the
faith,” he said.
“As bishop I carry the tradition of the church which
I share with you, the young
people. You hear the Gospel and the teaching with
ears and hearts which
are shaped by the culture
which forms you. This
gives you new insights
into the message, insights
you share with me.”
Weisgerber said at the
heart of the question of
discipleship is “the question of God. Our world
has a very difﬁcult time
believing in God.” The
archbishop said years ago
there were “many gods
and few goods. Now there
are many goods but no
room for God.”
“We have accomplished
great things in the western
world,” Weisgerber said,
“but it has come at a great

cost. We’ve lost our will
to believe in God. To take
God seriously.”
The archbishop said the
disciple Peter acted like a
big brother to Jesus. “Peter
thought he was in charge
and when Jesus told Peter
that He had to go to Jerusalem and suffer and die
Peter’s reaction was ‘hey
kid, have you lost your
mind?’ And Jesus reply
was ‘get behind me Satan’
because Peter’s thoughts
were human thoughts.”
Weisgerber said Jesus
then had to tell Peter that
he too would have to go
to Jerusalem. “Jesus told
him if you hang on to your
life you’re going to lose it
all. You have to give it up.
And that is what it means
to be a disciple.”
Weisgerber said the Gospel of Matthew ends with
Jesus advising “ ‘do not
be afraid.’ That needs to
echo in our hearts, because
Jesus has freed us. He has
promised us the kingdom.
Our job is not just to follow
laws but to follow Jesus.”
The archbishop said when
Jesus breathed the Holy
Spirit into his disciples it
was like saying “ ‘you are
now part of the kingdom
of God.’ We can’t think of
Jesus apart from the community of his disciples,”
Weisgerber said.
“We are to live together
as a community and our
task is to allow the Holy
Spirit to transform us, to
allow Jesus to lead us, that
is what it means to be a
disciple.”
Contributed
By James Buchok
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A

rchbishop Weisgerber leads a prayer at the May 4 announcement by
the provincial government that construction has begun on the expansion of the Misericordia Health Centre. Pictured above are, from left, Minister of Health Theresa Oswald, Premier Greg Selinger and Kaye Dunlop,
Chair of the MHC Board of Directors. The expansion will create the provincial Eye Care Centre of Excellence and accommodate the University
of Manitoba ophthalmology residency program. The facility will also
include a diagnostic centre and the PRIME program (Program of Integrated Managed-care of the Elderly). Misericordia Health Centre was
founded in 1898 by the Sisters of Misericordia.

Archbishop Weisgerber’s Schedule
July 5
July 5
July 6
July 7-13
July 15

12:00 pm
6:00 pm

6:00 pm

July 24-25
July 28
July 31

11:00 am
10:30 am

August 2-4
August 7

7:00 pm

August 14
11:00 am
August 18
5:00 pm
August 22
8:00 am
August 30-September 2
September 4 2:00 pm
September 9 10:30 am
September 10 5:00 pm
September 11 11:00 am
4:00 pm
September 18 11:00 am
September 19 9:30 am
September 24 7:00 pm
September 25 10:00 am
September 26-29
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Misericordia Corporate Board Meeting, Winnipeg
Misericordia Golf Tournament Dinner, Fort Garry Hotel
Misericordia Golf Tournament
Returning to Spirit (part 2) Winnipeg
Reverend Yolando Gamallo 30th Anniversary
of Ordination, St John Cantius Parish, Winnipeg
Swing and a Prayer Barbecue and Golf Tournament
Breezy Bend Golf Course, Winnipeg
Mass, St. Benedict’s Monastery
100th Anniversary, Immaculate Conception Parish
Fisher Branch
Supreme Knights of Columbus Convention
Denver, Colorado
World Youth Day Send-Off
St. Mary’s Cathedral, Winnipeg
Mass at St. Laurent Grotto
YouthLeader, Winnipeg
Mass, Missionaries of Charity, Society Feast
Seminarians Retreat, St Joseph’s Seminary, Edmonton
Mass, Holy Spirit Feast, Portuguese Park, St. Laurent
Interfaith Leaders Meeting
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish, Winnipeg
25th Anniversary, Archbishop Sinnott
Council Knights of Columbus, St. Mary’s Cathedral
Confirmation, Immaculate Conception Parish, Winnipeg
Mass with the Eritrean Community
House of Peace, WInnipeg
Mass, St Paul’s College
Opening Mass for new School Year
St. Ignatius Parish, Winnipeg
Confirmation, St Columba’s Parish, Swan River
Mass, Our Lady of Seven Sorrows Parish, Camperville
Annual Priests’ Study Days
Elkhorn Resort, Riding Mountain National Park
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