
The 

New Wine Press

Return undelivered copies to: 
1495 Pembina Highway, Winnipeg, MB, R3T 2C6  

www.archwinnipeg.ca

A Publication of the Archdiocese of Winnipeg (Publication Agreement No. 40628045)      Vol. 12   No.  1 February 2012

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

Anglican Church hosts chancery staffs for annual ecumenical gathering

Archbishop James 
Weisgerber and 

the Archdiocese of Win-
nipeg opened the Week 
of Prayer for Christian 
Unity Jan. 22 at Holy 
Ghost Church, welcom-
ing church leaders from 
a spectrum of Chris-
tians faiths, and their 
faithful. The ecumeni-
cal service initiated the 
annual week-long, city-
wide celebration.
“Tonight, here and 

now, we are all called to 
unite,” Weisgerber said. 
“We need to remember 
just before His death 
Jesus prayed for us, 
that we would be one 
as God the Father is one 
with Jesus.”
The theme for this 

year’s Week of Prayer; 
‘We will all be changed 
by the victory of our 
Lord Jesus Christ’ (1 
Corinthians 15:51-
58) was chosen by the 
Christian churches and 
communities in Poland. 
Holy Ghost Church was 
established as a Polish 
church in 1899 and con-
tinues serving Winni-
peg’s Polish Catholics.

Pastor Rev. Fr. Maciej 
Pajak, O.M.I. welcomed 
the assembly saying 
as the faithful pray for 
unity “we are reminded 
that the unity for which 
we pray is not merely 
a comfortable notion of 
friendliness and coop-
eration. We need to open 
ourselves to each other, 
to offer gifts to, and re-
ceive gifts from one an-
other, so that we might 
truly enter into the new 
life in Christ, which is 
the only true victory.”
“There is room for ev-

eryone in God’s plan of 
salvation,” Pajak said. 
“Through His death 
and resurrection, Christ 
embraces all,” he said. 
“The use of our diverse 
gifts in common service 
to humanity makes visi-
ble our unity in Christ.”
As an offering of a sign 

of peace the assembled 
participated in the Pol-
ish Christmas custom of 
sharing a wafer called 
the oplatek. Each person 
was given a wafer to be  
shared by breaking off a 
piece of another person’s 

wafer and eating it. This 
sharing of the wafer ex-
presses unity, love and 
forgiveness. 
In his homily Weisger-

ber said that Paul wrote 
“that the resurrection we 
share in baptism is only 
a seed and what God has 
planned for the end of 
times, the resurrection, 
the ultimate act of God’s 
power is going to trans-
form us completely.”
“The unity of the church 

is the work of God. God 
is the one who will make 
us one and that will hap-

pen at the end of time,” 
Weisgerber said. “That 
is the work of God and 
the promise of God, 
a promise we need to 
trust. No matter what our 
struggles, weaknesses 
or divisions, in the end 
by the power of Jesus’ 
death and resurrection 
we will be changed, we 
will know God and we 
will know each other.” 
“This week is more 

important than any oth-
er week because unity 
comes to us only through 
God,” the archbishop 

said. “God has promised 
victory and we know 
that victory is ours if we 
stay with God. We are 
no longer enemies as we 
once were, but are we 
friends? Do we just live 
next to each other? How 
can we do faith sharing 
together, bible study 
together?” Weisgerber 
said it is God who cre-
ates unity, “but it is also 
God who asks us to do 
whatever we can. That 
we may be one so that 
the world may be one.”
The opening celebra-

tion was followed with 
services over the next 
seven evenings at Dako-
ta House, which hosted 
a maturing adults ser-
vice, Jubilee Mennonite 
Church, First Lutheran 
Church, Charleswood 
United Church, an ecu-
menical youth ministry 
leaders service at Sher-
wood Park Lutheran, 
St. Demetrios Greek 
Orthodox Church and 
Holy Family Ukrainian 
Catholic Church.

Contributed by 
James Buchok

The Right Rev. Don-
ald Phillips and the 

staff of the Anglican 
Diocese of Rupert’s 
Land hosted the annual 
gathering of Winnipeg’s 
church leaders and their 
diocesan staffs Jan. 18 to 
mark the Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity.
The event was held at 

St. John’s Anglican Ca-
thedral on the banks of 
the Red River in Winni-
peg’s North End.
A worship service was 

held with a reading from 
Matthew 16: 13-19, cho-
sen, said Bishop Phillips, 
because Jan. 18 marks the 
Confession of Peter, that 
Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of the living God.
“Jesus replies to Peter, 

‘upon this rock I will 
build my church; and the 
gates of hell shall not pre-

vail against it.’ ”
Phillips said the keys of 

the kingdom given by Je-
sus to Peter are not keys 
that lock but keys that 
open. “The keys open a 
treasure and we have been 
gifted with it. We can say 
to our brothers and sisters 
‘look at the treasure that 
there is,’ and we use the 
keys to invite them in.” 
The Very Rev Paul N. 

Johnson, in just his sec-
ond day as the new Dean 
of Rupert’s Land and the 
cathedral’s senior pastor, 
provided some history 
of the cathedral which is 
regarded as the birthplace 
of the Anglican Church in 
Western Canada. 
In 1812, the first group 

of Selkirk Settlers estab-
lished a burying ground 
just south of the present 
cathedral. Today the cem-

etery surrounds the cathe-
dral with approximately 
8,000 graves with another 
1,000 reserved and about 
a dozen still available. 
Many of the founding 
families of Winnipeg are 
buried in the cemetery 
and it is the final resting 
place of many of Manito-
ba’s prominent historical 
figures.
The site is about a ki-

lometre from the site of 
the 1820 Battle of Seven 
Oaks, also known as the 
Seven Oaks Massacre, 
fought over the fur trade 
between contingents rep-
resenting the Hudson’s 
Bay Co., backed by the 
settlers, and the rival 
North West Company. 
Twenty-one settlers were 
killed while their oppo-
sition suffered one fatal-
ity. These days corporate 

warfare is fought in a 
courtroom, but back then, 
Johnson said, “corporate 
warfare cost them their 
lives.”
Also in 1820, the Rev. 

John West, the first An-
glican priest in Western 
Canada, arrived from 

England. Two years later 
he constructed a church 
mission house near the 
south-east corner of the 
present cemetery. In 1833 
it was replaced by a sec-
ond church built on the 
site of the present cathe-
dral. This second church 

became the first Angli-
can cathedral in Western 
Canada soon after the first 
Bishop of Rupert’s Land 
was consecrated in 1849. 
The third church on this 
site was built in 1862. In 
1926, under the guidance 
of Archbishop Samuel 
P. Matheson the pres-
ent building (the fourth 
church) was reconstruct-
ed in 1926 using most of 
the stone from the previ-
ous building.
A different church hosts 

the annual ecumenical 
gathering each year. In 
2013 the local offices of 
the Presbyterian Church 
will host the 12th annual 
gathering.

Contributed by
James Buchok 

Archdiocese of Winnipeg opens 2012 Festival of Prayer

Archbishop James Weisgerber is joined by church leaders from across Winnipeg for the 
opening of  the Festival of  Prayer at Holy Ghost Church.

Right Rev. Donald Phillips and Very Rev. Paul N. 
Johnson.
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The Catholic Foundation of  Manitoba announces the 2012 Caritas Award recipient
 The Board of  Directors of  The Catholic Foundation of  Manitoba has named the Sisters of  Our Lady of  the Mis-
sions (RNDM) the Caritas Award recipient for 2012. The Sisters of  Our Lady of  the Missions in Canada form part 
of  a community serving in twenty countries around the world. In Canada, the Sisters reside and work in Manitoba 
and Saskatchewan, with education, human rights, and ecological issues their primary focus. In 2012, the RNDMs 
will be marking 150 years since their Congregation was founded in Lyons France by Euphrasie Barbier. The Sisters 
will be honoured at the 34th Annual Caritas Award Dinner on Tuesday, April 24, 2012 at the Winnipeg Convention 

Centre. For further information 
or to arrange for tickets, contact 
The Catholic Foundation of  Man-
itoba at (204) 233-4268 or e-mail:  
cfmb@mts.net

An introduction to 
the Jesuit Prayer Tradition

A Six Week Retreat in Daily Life 
beginning 7 pm, Thursday, Feb 2.

An introduction to the Jesuit Prayer Tradition.
Participants will be taught the various methods 

of prayer used in the Spiritual Exercises and 
will be assisted by a retreat director. Partici-

pants are expected to pray 30 minutes per day, 
attend a Thursday evening teaching session with 
Fr. Joe Newman and meet weekly with a retreat 

director.  All are welcome.  No charge.
To register please call Valerie 

at 453-9243 soon, as space is limited.

Find more 
event listings at 

www.archwinnipeg.ca

Attention Married Couples     
Give yourselves an opportunity to rediscover 
the joy, intimacy and romance in your relation-
ship by attending the Worldwide Marriage En-
counter weekend February 24-26.  It is a week-
end for the two of you to listen to presentations 
and share privately with each other.  A time to 
focus on yourselves. There are no group dis-
cussions. For more information, contact Ken 
& Bernice Marling at 275-7222 or kmarling 
@shaw.ca 

A Chance To Live Out 
Part of Matthew 25

You are invited to attend a one-day prison retreat 
at Stony Mountain Institution on Sat. March 24 

to explore the possibility of your participation in 
some type of prison ministry in the future.
You will have an opportunity to attend an ‘ex-

posure’ church service at the institution on Sat., 
March 10 or Sun. March 11 from 6:15 to 8:45 p.m. 
and a short training session on Sun. March 18 
from 2 to 4 p.m. This is a chance to get a quick 
view of prison life and explore the possibility of 
some type of prison ministry in the future. Regis-
ter by Fri. Feb. 24. Contact Ron Storozuk at 257-
9636, email ronstorozuk@mts.net You may inquire 
about this ministry without committing to it.  

2:30 p.m.
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Immaculate Conception in Fisher Branch celebrates 100th

Close to 250 current and 
former parishioners 

of Immaculate Conception 
Parish in Fisher Branch 
gathered on July 31, 2011 
to celebrate the 100th anni-
versary of the parish.  
Archbishop James Weis-

gerber led the celebration 
accompanied by current 
pastor Rev. Paul Bisson and 
former pastor Rev. Denis 
Bourbonnais. 
Following the Mass, the 

congregation assembled at 
the parish cemetery located 
one mile south of Fisher 

Branch, the site of the origi-
nal church. His Grace ac-
knowledged the hard work, 

dedication and faith of the 
early pioneers and proceed-
ed to bless the cemetery. 

A luncheon followed at the 
Fisher Branch Community 
Center where guests were 
able to review several dis-
plays commemorating his-
torical aspects of the parish
The festivities concluded 

with an entertainment pro-
gram that showcased the 
many musical and vocal tal-
ents of present and former 
members of our parish.

Contributed by
Kathe Bernier

Celebrate Marriage Week:
The 10-minute 

Challenge
Marriage works! Re-

search shows that 
married people are happier, 
live longer, and build more 
economic security. 
There are proven ways to 

repair and restore marriage, 
but most folks don’t know 
where to get the help they 
need and we are all so busy. 
Marriage Week provides 

the perfect opportunity to 
promote healthy marriage 
initiatives in your church. 
Begin the planning process 
now! 
Our marriages are not pri-

vate matters. Our children 
gain emotional security and 
a myriad of benefits from 
our marriage, our love, and 
our commitment to one an-
other. Our marriages mat-
ter to our extended family. 
They matter to our spiri-
tual life. They matter to our 
community. Our marriages 
are the fabric that holds 
families together and build 
healthy communities. 
Wow, that puts a lot of 

weight on marriage…and 
there is no magic wand!

Things Your Church 
Can Do

Encourage your church 
couples to take the 10 Min-
ute Challenge.  
During Celebrate Marriage 

Week invite and challenge 
husbands and wives to stop 
everything else and spend 
10 minutes each day having 
a face-to-face discussion, 
sharing their dreams and fu-
ture goals. Turn off the cell 
phone, the computer, the 
TV and TALK. 
Make a special effort to do 

something for your spouse 
that would make him/her 
feel appreciated and loved. 
During this special week, 
encourage husband and wife 
to write and share a love let-
ter with one another. 

Husbands, surprise your 
wives and take them out for 
supper.
Some ideas for churches to 
mark the week include:

● Holding a social event to 
“Celebrate Marriage”.
● Creating an opportunity 
to renew marriage vows 
during the week.
● Celebrating marriage, 
with all its joys and sor-
rows, in some other way 
during Sunday mass.
● Make a display of wed-
ding albums or wedding 
photos of congregation 
members.
● Recognizing all who are 
involved in Marriage Prep-
aration or Marriage Enrich-
ment efforts.
● Recognizing the five lon-
gest marriages or the newly 
married couples in the par-
ish.
● Print pamphlets with a 
listing of prayers for mar-
riage.
Who knows, maybe some 

of the great habits that are 
started this week will con-
tinue!
For more information, 

here are some websites: 
www.marriage_weekinter-
national.org
www.letsstrenghtenmar-
riage         
www.nationalmarriage-
weekUSA.org     

Contributed by
Deacon John MacKenzie

The Summons begins 
again in September 

2012. This is a two year 
faith formation process 
designed for any adult 
who desires to grow in our 
Catholic faith. Sessions 
are held one weekend per 
month, Saturday and Sun-
day, for ten months, Sep-
tember to June each year in 
Neepawa. 
What is The Summons?
Each weekend focuses on 

a specific theme such as 
the Baptism, Confirmation, 
Eucharist, Marriage, Sexu-
ality, Dying & Death, Life 
After Death, Being Church 
Today, Social Justice, Con-
science & Morality, Inter-
religious Dialogue, For-
giveness & Reconciliation. 
During each weekend, the 
specific theme is presented 
and explored through the 

following formation com-
ponents:
● Theology –  deepening 
our understanding of what 
the Church teaches and 
why …
● Scripture  – opening 
the treasure of God’s Word 
speaking to us…
● Spirituality  – grow-
ing in my relationship with 
God and how God speaks 
to me and in me…
● Human Growth  – fo-
cusing on the human as-
pects of everyday living 
and growing in faith...
● Liturgy  – how we ex-
press our faith through the 
celebration of the sacra-
ments…
● and Ministry of Pres-
ence – in the second year 
of formation, a specific 
outreach ministry is chosen 
by the participant to enrich 

our understanding of how 
God is present to us and in 
any situation and person. 

 What is formation? 
Adult formation does not 

just provide content and 
information, but it also 
engages the whole person 
– intellect, beliefs, val-
ues, and life experience 
– in a process and practice 
of Christian maturity. As 
adults we learn together 
from our sharing of life 
experiences. Formation 
fosters a sense of trust and 
community among the par-

ticipants and encourages in-
teractive sharing to enable 
us to grow and learn from 
one another in the context 
of our Catholic faith. 

What is the cost?
The Summons is spon-

sored by the Archdiocese 
of Winnipeg through Shar-
ing God’s Gifts. There is no 
registration fee at all. Par-
ticipants may be required 
to purchase some books 

which cost approximately 
$50.  
There seems to be a lot 

of diversity in what people 

believe today, not only in 
other religions but also in 
our Catholic faith. What 
do Catholics believe in? 
What is the correct Catho-
lic teaching on the issues 
of today? What are the 
non-negotiables? Where is 
there room for legitimate 
diversity?
Is there a Catholic way 

of reading the bible? What 
makes the bible so unique? 
How can I deepen my un-
derstanding and appre-
ciation of God’s Word in 
my daily life? What is the 
meaning of all we do in our 
Mass? How do I integrate 
our celebration of the sac-
raments into my daily life?
Sometimes I feel dissatis-

fied, restless, searching for 
more but I don’t know what 
to do or what it means. Is 
God saying something to 

me in this? How do I know 
what God is wanting of 
me? How do I cope with 
life experiences in light of 
my faith? How do I better 
understand myself and why 
I do the things I do? 
If these questions speak 

to you, THE SUMMONS 
is calling you. THE SUM-
MONS faith formation 
process helps us to explore 
these questions and it helps 
us to understand what it 
means to be Catholic in our 
society and culture today. 

How do I register?
For more information, 

brochure, and applications, 
please see your pastor or 
contact Fr. Eric Giddins, 
Director of The Summons, 
at 204-857-5172.

The Summons –  Archdiocesan Adult Faith Formation Program

Spend 10 minutes 
each day sharing 
dreams and goals. 
Turn off the cell 
phone, the com-
puter, the TV and 

TALK. 

Our Place/
Chez Nous 

Annual 
Christmas 

dinner

Over the last eight years 
Our Place / Chez 

Nous or as it is affection-
ately called ‘The Cross’, 
has hosted a Christmas 
Dinner for street people in 
the inner city area of Win-
nipeg.  
This year the party was 

held on Sat., Dec. 17 at the 
Vineyard Church on Main 
Street.  
“I would like to thank 

the folks at The Vineyard 
Church for so generously 
offering their building to 
us for this dinner. People 
are really happy about 
having more room,” said 
Larry Stuart, executive di-
rector of Our Place/Chez 
Nous, “Seating was very 
cramped at Our Place/
Chez Nous and it is much 
roomier at the Vineyard.” 
The change of venue 

from the usual location al-
lowed increasing the num-
ber of guests from around 
110 to 150.

The party was hosted by 
23 volunteers who served 
the Christmas dinner 
which consisted of ham, 
meatballs, perogies, cole-
slaw, buns and cake for 
desert.
“I want to thank my par-

ish, Our Lady of Victory, 
which contributed the 
funds that made this din-
ner happen,” said Larry, 
“as well as supplying each 
person with a small gift.”
All those attending the 

party received a warm 
hat and gloves that were 
wrapped in a fleece neck 
warmer.  The material for 
the neck warmers was 
provided by St. Charles 
Parish and they were sewn 
by volunteers from the St. 
James Assiniboia Catholic 
Women’s League.
A festive atmosphere was 

created by the Christmas 

tree and music as well as  
Mr. and Mrs. Santa Claus 
circulating among the 
guests.
“One of the amazing 

things that happens at 
Chez Nous is that par-
ishes and individuals call, 
or show up at our back 
door with exactly what we 
need, both at Christmas 
and throughout the year,” 

added Larry.
When asked what his 

Christmas wish is for 
next year Larry replied, 
“For next year’s dinner, I 
would like to have a hall 
full of happy, well be-
haved people, who enjoy 
themselves!”

Contributed by
Eva Arsenault

Mr. and Mrs. Claus brought gifts for everyone. 



February 2012 4 • The New Wine Press

Catholic Schools Week
Feb. 12-17, 2012

Our Lady of Victory School 
is now accepting applications 
for the school year 2012-2013. 

The school  will be holding 
its annual Open House on 

Feb. 15 from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. 
at 249 Arnold Ave., Winnipeg.

You can visit our school’s website 
for further information at olv@shawbiz.ca

550 Wellington Crescent • Winnipeg MB • R3M 0C1 • 204.477.0244 • www.stmarysacademy.mb.ca

St.  Mary ’s  Ac ademy
EDUCATING YOUNG WOMEn within a catholic faith community

Students at St. Mary’s Academy know that education is more than 
just opening a book. It’s being part of a community that encourages 
academic excellence, spiritual growth, athletic and artistic ability. 
It’s developing the skills and self confidence to become the best 
person they can be.

SMAAn advantage for life.

A community of learning, faith and service
                                            ... this is my school.

The Gift of a 
Catholic Education

Catholic Schools in 
Manitoba will be 

celebrating Catholic 
Schools Week Febru-
ary12 to 17 this year. 
The purpose of Catholic 

Schools Week is to build 
community awareness of 
and involvement and sup-
port for Catholic Schools 
throughout the Province 
of Manitoba.
Catholic Schools Week 

also celebrates the high 
standards of excellence 
and the quality of the 
education available to all 
students in our early, mid-
dle, and high schools. 
We are faith commu-

nities that strive to live 
gospel values each and 
every day. Faith and val-
ues are incorporated into 
all aspects of school life 
and curriculum. We are a 
people of service. We are 
proud to be Catholic. 
At this time of year, the 

Catholic schools in Win-
nipeg are hosting open 
houses as they begin the 
registration process for 
the 2012/13 school year. 

I encourage you to visit 
these open houses or feel 
free to call the schools 
to arrange a visit so that 
your children or grand-
children can take full 
advantage of the benefits 
of a Catholic education. 
Catholic education goes 
beyond preparation for a 
secular life; it is an edu-
cation that prepares stu-
dents for a Christian life. 
This is one of the greatest 
gifts we can give a child.
It is the reality of our cur-

rent situation that Catho-
lic Schools of Manitoba 
only receive partial fund-

ing from the government. 
Our schools operate with 
the support and efforts of 
parents, families, pastors, 
parishes, religious orders, 
the Knights of Colum-
bus, and the staff of our 
schools and the faithful 
of the Archdiocese. It is 
only through the contri-
butions of so many that 
we are able to offer a high 
quality Catholic educa-
tion to approximately five 
thousand students in the 
Province each year. Your 
support and prayer is very 
much appreciated.
Catholic Education is an 

investment in the future 
of a child and society.  It 
is one of the greatest gifts 
you can give a child be-
cause faith, morals, and 
values last a lifetime.
God Bless

Robert Praznik
Director of Education
Archdiocese of 
Winnipeg 
Catholic Schools

Robert Praznik
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Catholic Schools Week Feb. 12-17, 2012

Mission Statement
St. Augustine seeks to provide a safe educational environment for all students 
which will allow growth academically, physically, socially, emotionally and 
spiritually. A school environment is created in which a belief in God’s teachings 
are integrated into the school program and stressed as a way of life. 

St. Augustine School
330-3rd St. 

Brandon, MB
R7B 3C3

Grades K-8
   Enrollment 210

Holy Ghost School

Kindergarten to Grade 8
333 Selkirk Ave., Winnipeg 

Phone: 582-1053
email:  office@holyghostschool.ca

website: www.holyghostschool.ca 
Principal: Mr. Brian Hargrave

Pastor:  Rev. Maciej Pajak, O.M.I.

Captain Miles MacDonell
Assembly #0370

Knights of Columbus
36th Annual Dinner & Draw 

in support of
Catholic Parochial School Education 

St. Maurice Catholic School 
will be the 2012 

Recipient of the funds

Date: Wednesday, May 2, 2012 
Time: 6:00 p.m. Cocktail Hour 

Dinner and Draw to follow
Location: Blessed John XXIII 

Parish Auditorium
3390 Portage Ave., Winnipeg

Cost: Dinner & Draw ticket $60.00. 
Draw only ticket $30.00

($25.00 tax receipt to be provided)
Limited ticket printing of 350

Over the past 9 years, $75,000 has 
been raised for Catholic Education
For tickets: Call St. Maurice School 
at 452-2873 or St. Maurice Church 

Parish Office at 453-0933 www.archwinnipeg.ca/catholic_schools



Roman Catholic Archiepiscopal Corporation of Winnipeg
Operating Fund

Statement of Operations
For the Year Ended June 30, 2011

2011 2010
$  $  

Revenues
Annual appeal (Sharing God's Gifts) 1,599,479 1,592,842
Parish assessment 526,788    518,253    
Donations, grants and bequests 740,300    224,441    
Interest and investment income 200,299    117,090    
Administration fees and other 106,872    115,018    
Catholic schools assessment 84,347      79,040      
Fundraising 44,833      44,824      
Workshops, conferences and programs 36,982      73,225      
Marriage tribunal fees 17,620      33,655      
Gain on disposal of capital asset 13,681      -           

Total revenues 3,371,201 2,798,388

Expenditures
Pastoral and support services

Catholic schools 174,541    172,958    
Religious education 122,466    139,237    
Marriage tribunal 119,187    140,036    
Chaplaincy 109,297    109,482    
Stewardship 81,533      71,603      
Youth and young adult 76,401      81,262      
Diaconate and lay formation programs 73,335      80,491      
Communications 66,336      64,104      
First Nations outreach 55,317      54,079      
Human resources 51,558      32,829      
Social justice (Micah House) 49,022      42,184      
Diocesan Pastoral Renewal 20,746      18,126      
Diocesan celebrations and commissions 18,196      16,843      
Archives and other diocesan programs 32,665      25,823      
Pastoral services 13,692      38,323      
Ecumenism 13,584      12,340      
Diocesan insurance program 9,664        11,665      
Diocesan conferences -           18,032      

Total pastoral and support services 1,087,540 1,129,417
Chancery 506,578    502,394    
Clergy expenses 768,643    344,483    
Mission support 126,355    164,116    
Seminary and vocations 202,672    159,781    
Building operations 119,293    102,202    
Amortization of capital assets 57,825      66,505      
Donations 110,961    59,529      
Appeal expenses 74,872      50,803      
Banking and investment fees 46,152      44,460      
Conference of Bishops assessment 39,002      39,667      
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Archdiocese of Winnipeg Annual Financial Report
Dear sisters and brothers,

Once again we are 
pleased to present 

our statement of opera-
tions; as always, the report 
speaks of your generosity.
We are fortunate to have 

a very active and compe-
tent finance council who 
advise me in the financial 
resources of the Archdio-
cese. We are also blessed 
to have a strong team in 
the finance department at 

the Catholic Centre.
The statement that we 

are presenting reflects 
the financial report of the 
Archdiocese on June 30, 
2011.  The complete au-
dited report has been ap-

proved by the members 
of the Finance Council.  
If you would like more 
details, please contact 
our Chief Financial Offi-
cer Allan Beaudry at 478-
3203.

Once again thanks for 
your generosity!
+V. James Weisgerber
Archbishop of Winnipeg

We are pleased to pro-
vide this report on 

the operating revenues and 
expenditures of the Roman 
Catholic Archiepiscopal 
Corporation of Winnipeg for 
the fiscal year ended June 
30, 2011. The accompany-
ing Statement of Operations, 
which is drawn from the au-
dited financial statements 
of the Corporation, summa-
rizes the sources of revenue 
and lists the ministry areas 
and services provided to the 
parishes and missions of the 
Archdiocese of Winnipeg.

Revenues
The Sharing God’s Gifts 

annual appeal and the parish 
assessment continue to gen-
erate the major portion of 
archdiocesan funding. Com-
bined contributions totaled 
$2,126,300 in 2011 for an 
increase of $15,300 (+0.7%) 
over 2010, and represented 
63% of total revenues.
Donations, grants and be-

quests totaled $740,300 in 
2011, up $516,000 from 
2010. The increase is mainly 
attributable to an increase 
in bequests received. This 
funding helped us to make 
a good effort in strength-
ening our priests’ pension 
plan. As well, this and other 
funding was directed to-
wards the  education of our 
seminarians, Westman First 
Nations outreach, Religious 
Education in the Parkland 
and Westman deaneries, and 
Micah House, the Archdio-
cese of Winnipeg Centre for 
Social Justice. Overall, rev-
enues increased by $572,800 
(+20.5%) from the previous 
year, reflecting an increase 
in bequests, interest and in-
vestment income.
Other revenue sources ex-

perienced varying levels 
of fluctuation as the result 
of particular initiatives and 
activities during the year. 
Revenues in workshops, 
conferences and programs 
are down from 2010, as a 
result of the Returning To 
Spirit workshops, which 
were administered through 
the chancery. 
Total revenues for 2011 

were $3,371,200. This was 
an increase of $572,800 or 

20.5% over the previous 
year and as noted previously, 
is the result of the increase 
in bequests.

Expenditures
Expenditures for pastoral 

and support services totaled 
$1,087,500, a decrease of 
$41,900 or 3.7% from the 
prior year. Expenditure in-
creases and decreases varied 
between a number of min-
istry areas. Staffing level 
changes was a major con-
tributing cause to some of 
the larger variances in some 
of our ministries such as re-
ligious education, youth and 
young adult, pastoral ser-
vices and human resources. 
In those ministries where we 
had temporary vacancies, 
program activities decreased 
as well. In the Marriage Tri-
bunal the variance from the 
prior year was the result of 
a small decrease in staffing 
levels and a decrease in the 
number of cases adjudicat-
ed. There were no diocesan 
conference expenditures this 
year as the Returning To 
Spirit workshops were not 
administered through the 
archdiocese, as noted in rev-
enues above.
Chancery and archdioc-

esan administration expen-
ditures remained relatively 
flat this year. In addition to 
costs associated with the of-
fices of the Archbishop and 
the Moderator of the Curia, 
these expenses include sala-
ries and benefits related to 
the chancery’s secretarial, 
accounting and financial 
management functions and 
such items as communica-
tions, office supplies and 
travel
Priests’ pension and sup-

port totaled $768,600, com-
pared to $344,500 in 2010, 
up $424,200 or 123%. This 
increase reflects our com-
mitment to our priests by 
strengthening their pension 
plan and creating a special 
Priests’ Garden section in 
Assumption Cemetery. We 
were able to accomplish this 
growth in support as a result 
of an increase in bequests, 
for which we are truly 
thankful.
Other major items include 

mission support, seminary 
and vocations and building 
operations. Support to home 
missions in 2011 decreased 
by $37,800 to $126,400 (-
23%) mainly as a result of 
the timing of mission ex-
penditures. The missions are 
on a December fiscal year 
and the archdiocese is on a 
June fiscal year. Building 
operations were up slightly 
($17,000). There were equip-
ment purchases and mainte-
nance and repairs that were 
required, as the prior two 
years had remained relative-

ly stable. Donations were up 
due to a $50,000 donation to 
St. Joseph’s Seminary.
Total expenditures were 

$3,195,300 in 2011, a 
$482,300 (17.8%) increase 
over 2010.

Results
These operating activities 

resulted in an excess of rev-
enue over expenditures of 
$175,900 for 2011($85,000 
for 2010). Of this amount, 
$87,100 was internally re-
stricted for seminarians, 
capital assets and future ob-
ligations. The remainder of 

the surplus ($88,800) was 
added to our net assets avail-
able for current activities.

Concluding Comments
The Archdiocese of Win-

nipeg, its parishes and mis-
sions, as always, are ex-
tremely grateful to all who 
contribute their time, skills 
and resources to the needs 
of the Church in our com-
munities. We recognize that 
it is only through your com-
mitment and generosity that 
we may continue to respond 
and to serve.

2011 Financial Highlights

Most Reverend  
V. James Weisgerber
 
Reverend 
W. Richard Arsenault 
Allan Beaudry 
Charles Henaire 
Reverend Monsignor 
D. Ward Jamieson 
Ralph Piasta
Guy Prefontaine 
Silva de Sousa 
William Wachko
Geraldine Willcock 

Archdiocesan 
Finance 
Council

Revenues Expenditures

Archdiocese 
of Winnipeg 

Fast Facts
 
Catholic population  

155,000

 Deaneries -  6
Parishes  -  67
Missions - 23

Reduced Service 
Churches - 10

 Diocesan Priests  
(including retired 

Priests) - 64
Religious Priests - 26

Deacons - 19
Seminarians - 6

Brothers - 1
Sisters - 115

Baptisms – 1446
First Communions 

– 928
Confirmations – 552

Marriages – 299
Christian Initiation 

of Adults – 43

 Parish Schools - 7
Schools run by 

religious orders - 2
Number of students in 

all schools - 3,262

Number of children in 
Cathechetics 

- 3,900

Deaneries and parishes  

Priests and Religious 

The Sacraments

Catholic Schools 

Cathechetics 

Fundraising                    28,723       26,979
Professional fees                    26,670       22,629

Total expenditures                3,195,286   2,712,965

Excess of revenues over expenditures                 175,915        85,423

2011
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From Nathanael to West Africa: A journey of compassion  
In 2009 my home parish, St. 

John Brebeuf, blessed me 
with the opportunity to enter 
the three year Nathanael lay 
formation process offered 
by the Winnipeg and St. 
Boniface Dioceses. The 
monthly Nathanael learning 
weekends, as described by Sr. 
Cathy Laviolette, Nathanael 
Director, were designed 
to “provide a real love for 
God and our relationship 
with Christ.” Our intensive 
journey through scripture, 
theology, liturgy, human 
growth and spirituality, also 
promised to give us “a sense 
of having been called and 
sent forth by the spirit of 
Jesus to be Christ wherever 
we are.”
In 2011, nearing the end of 

my second Nathanael year, 
an amazing thing happened. 
Just as God had knocked on 
my heart in 2002, calling me 
to become a Catholic, God 
was knocking again, lead-
ing me to become a volun-
teer wherever in the world I 
could be of help. 
I still had one year of Na-

thanael to complete and so I 
struggled mightily with the 
prospect of going forth be-
fore graduation. I shared my 
consternation with my spiri-
tual director, Janelle Sch-
neider. How could I leave 
before Nathanael was com-
plete? Janelle offered me an-
other way of looking at the 
situation. Perhaps, for me, 
Nathanael had done the job 
so well that I was ready to be 
sent forth ahead of schedule! 
Initially I explored a two 

year placement with CUSO, 
volunteering my professional 
skills to a public sector orga-
nization in a developing na-
tion. Although CUSO liked 
my expertise, the organiza-
tion felt that I needed to have 
more experience. My ability 
to do well in a cross-cultural 
environment was not proven 
and so, for CUSO, my appli-
cation would go no further. 
At first, this news caused 

my heart to sink. But the 
deeper relationship I had 
with Christ, thanks to Na-
thanael, put my thinking on 
the right path. I developed 
an alternative plan for being 
a volunteer wherever in the 
world I could be of help. I 
searched databases in every 
imaginable area to discern 
where I felt passionately 
called to serve. An incred-
ible four month volunteer 
journey emerged, all within 
North America. This would 
give me experience being 
completely out of my ele-
ment yet within a totally fa-
miliar culture. 
I started with a week at the 

Qu’appelle House of Prayer 
near Fort Qu’Appelle, 
Sask. My time in the glori-
ous chapel overlooking the 
Qu’appelle Valley, where my 
grandparents had farmed, al-
lowed me to gently close the 
book on my former work-
a-day world and launch my 
volunteer mission. 
My next seven weeks were 

spent learning about a wide 
variety of wild, farm and 
domestic animals at the Co-
chrane Ecological Institute. 
It was a gift to learn about 
responsible dominion over 
all of the creatures of the 
earth. A bonus blessing was 
my mentor, a wonderful per-
son who had been schooled 
by the Jesuits. 
Next I participated in Part 

1 of Returning to Spirit, the 

life-changing transformation 
process designed by Marc 
Pizandawatc to heal the di-
vide between Aboriginal 
and non-Aboriginal people 
arising from the residential 
school experience. The ex-
perience washed away an 
old story holding me back 
and allowed me to complete 
the journey I started in Na-
thanael to be the authentic 
person God meant me to be.
Following a spectacular 

drive through the eastern 
edge of the Rockies and 
along the velvety rolling 
hills of Idaho, I arrived for 
my two week volunteer trial 
at the Monastery of St. Ger-
trude in Cottonwood, Idaho. 
I fell in love with chapel 
three times a day and the rule 
of Benedict. While walking 
and praying the Stations of 
the Cross, I came to know 
that I am not called to a vo-
cation. Still, I found much 
joy and completion being 
among the Sisters and shar-
ing in their work. 
My final experience was 

a five week internship with 
North America’s largest ani-
mal sanctuary, Best Friends 
Animal Society. I tended to 
a dog rescued from a hor-
rific hoarding situation and 
helped her learn how to play 
and have fun. I cared for a cat 
who is physically disabled 
and helped him come out 
of his shell. I taught a parrot 
who had been abandoned to 

sing “O Canada” while he 
watched me clean cages. I 
was completely taken aback 
by the depth of care and sup-
port for the 1,800 animals 
that call Best Friends home. 
On one hand, I felt blessed 
to be part of the penultimate 
in caring for God’s creatures. 
On the other hand, I was dis-
tressed. Is it right that these 
1,800 animals should have 
this extreme level of care 
when millions of others con-
tinue to suffer neglect, home-
lessness and starvation?
And as God would have it, 

soon I would come head-to-
head with this same ethical 
dilemma on a much larger 
human scale. I had been ac-
cepted as a long-term volun-
teer with Mercy Ships, the 
world’s largest charity hos-
pital ship that provides free 
medical care to the poorest 
of the poor in West Africa. 
The hospital is onboard the 

Africa Mercy, and now so am 
I, serving alongside 400 oth-
er volunteers. We are docked 
at the Port of Lome in Togo 
until June 2012. Shortly we 
will start screening hundreds 
upon thousands of people 
whose only hope for healing 
is Mercy Ships. 
Parents will bring their 

children with cleft lips and 
cataracts, mishapen limbs 
and disfigurements, in utter 
desperation. Children with 
these conditions are con-
sidered cursed. They live in 

hiding or in terror of ridicule 
and abuse. Adults with dis-
figurements, especially large 
growths, are not only cast 
out, they are prevented from 
being with their families. 
The most deeply and cruelly 
shunned are the women who 
suffer incontinence caused 
by a difficult childbirth. The 
repair offered by Mercy 
Ships allows people to re-
turn to their families, their 
communities and their liveli-
hoods. 
Onboard the Africa Mercy, 

a wholly Christian environ-
ment, there are many oppor-
tunities to pray and worship. 
Being part of a God-centred 
mission is truly wondrous. 
God’s hand is felt in so many 
ways. I have experienced 
so many little miracles, like 
the safety of having an un-

expected buddy go to Mass 
with me or having ice cream 
appear just hours after think-
ing I wouldn’t have a taste of 
it for two years! 
As we prepare for field ser-

vice I know I will be draw-
ing heavily on the spiritual 
fortification I gathered on 
my initial four month volun-
teer trek. I can only think that 
God gave me such a delight-
fully smooth interlude to 
build me up for what is sure 
to be a challenging mission 
serving such deep need. 
In my next article I will 

write about: Mercy Ships 
Screening Days, Patient 
Stories, Helping In-Com-
munity.

Contributed by 
Joanne Thibault

Unemployment is a time of 
uncertainty, stress and some-
times despair. Since 1994 
Winnipeg’s St. Benedict’s 
Retreat and Conference 
Centre has responded to the 
needs of the unemployed by 
offering a weekend retreat, 
free of charge, for the unem-
ployed and their spouses.
The retreat is not a job 

finding exercise, but is de-
scribed as “a heart-helping 
weekend that deals with 
discouragement, rejection, 
fear and anxiety, failure and 
stress. It is designed to help 
find patience, hope, humour 
and self-esteem in God’s 
creative love.” The retreat 
is funded by donations to St. 
Benedict’s Foundation, Inc.
“The self-esteem of the 

unemployed is really af-
fected. They’re asking who 
they are,” says Sr. Virginia 
Evard OSB, who is part of 
the three-person team that 

leads the retreat. She said 
participants are helped with 
psychological aspects of 
loss and strategies for find-
ing encouragement in their 
lives and learning from past 
experiences.
Evard is joined by Chris-

tine Strutt and Marie-Anne 
Propp. Strutt has a back-
ground in religious educa-
tion and Propp leads the 
group in meditations as a 
tool to deal with stress.
“There is something that 

comes from the fact that the 
staff has been through un-
employment themselves and 
have made the retreat before 
themselves,” says Evard, 
adding it is also a spiritual 
retreat with time for prayer 
and reflection.

This year’s retreat, from 
the evening of Jan. 13 to the 
afternoon of Jan. 15, carried 
the theme of Gift of Hope in 
a Time of Fear.
Evard explains that there 

are different circumstances 
that lead to unemployment, 
not just closures or staff cut-
backs. Health problems, in 
the case of the unemployed 
person or perhaps a loved 
one, as well as injury are 
major factors leading to un-
employment.
Evard says that people also 

simply need a rest. “They’re 
away from the stigma of un-
employment, the retreat is a 
safe place for them. People 
say it gives them courage. 
It gives them a place away 
where they are with people 

who are going through the 
same thing and it helps them 
find hope in their lives. ”
The retreat began after 

Evard and others attended a 
similar retreat at a spiritual 
conference centre in Minne-
apolis in the early 90s. The 
recent retreat at St. Bene-
dict’s attracted nine partici-
pants and past events have 
hosted up to 35. Although 
it’s designed for the unem-
ployed and their spouses 
some participants are ac-
companied by a friend or 
relative for support. 
Evard says the retreat at-

tracts a range of participants 
from professionals to gen-
eral labourers “depending 
on what’s happening in so-
ciety,” she says.

According to Statistics 
Canada, following two 
months of declines, employ-
ment in Canada rose slightly 
in December to 18,000 and 
the unemployment rate 
edged up to 7.5 per cent.
Manitoba, with an unem-

ployment rate of 5.4 per 
cent, and Saskatchewan at 
5.2 are eighth and ninth re-
spectively among the ten 
provinces. Newfoundland 
and Labrador leads in un-
employment at 12.8 per cent 
with Alberta showing the 
lowest unemployment rate 
at 4.9 per cent.

Contributed by
James Buchok

St Benedict’s offers retreat for the unemployed

Sr. Virginia Evard

Mercy Ships’ vessel Africa Mercy in port. In pictures above and below patients receive 
treatment on board Africa Mercy.

Joanne Thibault
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St. Maurice School has 
been donating items to 

the Immaculate Concep-
tion Drop-In Centre each 
Christmas season over the 
past five years. 
The name of St. Maurice 

School’s donation drive 
this year was called Stop 
the Chill. The students do-
nated items such as toques, 
mittens, and scarves. The 
K-12 students have also 
been donating toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, shampoo, 
conditioner, and bars of 
soap. The collected items 
are given to people that are 

in need of them. 
Over the last few years, 

St. Maurice School has do-

nated approximately 1,000 
items per year to the Im-
maculate Conception Drop-

In Centre. The school also 
volunteers to provide lunch 
for two Sundays per year. 
Staff members provide chili 
to approximately 300 men, 
women, and children. The 
St. Vincent de Paul Society 
of St. Vital Parish assists 
by providing funds to buy 
bread, milk and fruit. The 
school community proudly 
works together to accom-
plish this.

Contributed by
Stuti, Navroop and Jaydon
Grade 6
St. Maurice School  

A publication of the 
Archdiocese of Winnipeg

The

New Wine Press

The New Wine Press is published bi-monthly. It is distributed free to all 
parishes in the Archdiocese of Winnipeg. Printed and distributed by the Pro-
lific Group, Winnipeg. Mail all correspondence to: Communications, 1495 
Pembina Highway, Winnipeg, MB, R3T 2C6. Telephone (204)452-2227; fax 
(204)453-8236. E-mail: communications@archwinnipeg.ca. 

Web site: www.archwinnipeg.ca      Publication Agreement No. 40628045

Editor: James Buchok

Thursday February 16 7:30 Archbishop’s Award for Catholic Education Evening          
      St Ignatius’ Parish, Winnipeg
Friday  February 17  Catholic School’s Day, St Joseph’s Parish, Winnipeg
Saturday February 18 12:00 Mass, House of  Peace, Winnipeg
Wednesday February 22 12:00 Mass for Ash Wednesday, St Mary’s Cathedral, Winnipeg
Thursday February 23 12:00 Meeting with Priests of  Interlake Deanery, Gimli
     7:30 Community Building Committee
      Chemin Neuf  Community, Winnipeg
Friday  February 24 10:30 Sr. Mary Boys Lectures
      Holy Eucharist Ukranian Parish, Winnipeg
Saturday February 25        9:00 Sr. Mary Boys Lectures
      Holy Eucharist Ukranian Parish, Winnipeg
Sunday February 26        2:30 Rite of  Election, St. Mary’s Cathedral, Winnipeg
Tuesday Feb. 28 - Friday March 2  Western Conference of  Bishops’ Meeting            
      Edmonton
Saturday March 3 11:00  Archdiocesan Pastoral Council Meeting 
      Portage la Prairie
Tuesday March 6 10:30 Council of  Priests Meeting Winnipeg
Wednesday March 7 5:30 Archdiocesan Council on Catholic Education
      Winnipeg
Tuesday March 13 10:30 School Pastors Workshop Winnipeg
   March 16-17        Knights of  Columbus Meetings, Regina
   March 18-19        Bishops’ Meeting, Fort Qu’appelle, Sask.
Tuesday March 20 10:00 Ecumenical Bishops’ Meeting, Winnipeg
Thursday March 22 1:00 Mass at St. Vital School, Winnipeg
Thursday March 29 4:00 Micah House Review, Winnipeg
Monday April 2  7:30  Mass of  Chrism St. Mary’s Cathedral, Winnipeg
Thursday April 5  8:00 Mass of  Holy Thursday, St. Mary’s Cathedral, Winnipeg
Friday  April 6  3:00 Good Friday Service, Mary’s Cathedral, Winnipeg
Saturday April 7  8:00 Holy Saturday Mass, St. Mary’s Cathedral, Winnipeg
Friday  April 13 12:20 Mass at St Paul’s High School, Winnipeg
Saturday  April 14 9:00 Presentation to the Nathanael Group, Winnipeg
     6:00 Misericordia Angel Ball Gala, Winnipeg

Archbishop Weisgerber’s Schedule  

On Oct. 17,2011, the 
St. Lazare catechism 

classes held a special cele-
bration in honor of the Lady 
of the Rosary. Students 
spent part of their class 
making their own rosaries 
by tying individual rocks to 
long pieces of string. This 
activity symbolized the be-
ginning of the rosary.
In the past, followers of 

Jesus would learn and recite 
their prayers by heart, after 
which they would pick up 
a single stone and put it in 
their pockets. As their pock-
ets became too full, they 
began to tie each stone to a 
rope. This practice eventu-
ally evolved into the beads 

we have on our rosaries 
today. 
As the students worked on 

tying their stones to their 
ropes, they discussed what 
it would be like carrying so 
many rocks around in their 
pockets and commented  
that they “never knew peo-
ple used rocks” for rosaries 
and that they didn’t know 
the rosary was made to 
count people’s ‘psalms.’
The class was very inter-

ested to learn how big the 
rock rosaries were, and as 
they struggled to tie their 
own rocks onto string, they 
realized how commited the 
people were in their “true 
faith in God.”

During the class, students 
were also able to look at a 
beautiful Rosary display 
showing the mysteries or 
events in the lives of Jesus 
and Mary that was present-
ed by the catechists. At the 
end of the class they talked 
about how Jesus had parties 
celebrating joyful events. It 
was at this time that parents, 

grandparents and siblings 
joined the catechism stu-
dents for a feast of hotdogs 
and juice in celebration of 
the Lady of the Rosary. This 
was truly a joyful event and 
a great time was had by all.

Contributed by
Jeannine Plante

The students donate about 1,000 items every year.

St. Maurice collects mitts and toques to Stop the Chill 

In 2005, after consul-
tations with parish, 

deanery and archdioc-
esan pastoral councils, 
the Archdiocese of 
Winnipeg embarked 
on a ten year pastoral 
plan to prepare for the 
celebration of our hun-
dredth anniversary. 
Our overall goal is to help one another grow into a 
Church of communion in which we see ourselves 
in a life-giving relationship with God and with one 
another. After two year programs of growth  in our 
communal worship and two more years dedicated 
to our growth in faith we are now completing the 
second year of our growth in stewardship.
Sometimes we have a hard time understanding 

the Christian meaning of stewardship. It really is 
rather simple. Our faith tells us that God is creator 
of all  and therefore everything we are and every-
thing we have are gift from a gracious God. We 
have received everything! Each of us and all of us 
are called to respond, to be good stewards of God’s 
many gifts to us.  First of all good stewards are 
people of thanksgiving, recognizing our complete 
dependence on our generous God. Secondly we 
are called to use all of our gifts in accordance with 
God’s plan, the service of others, especially the 
most needy.  The rather amazing experience is that 
when we use our gifts for the good of others we ex-
perience a profound satisfaction and when we keep 
them just for ourselves we are unfulfilled!
The Lord has called us, the baptized, to live to-

gether in communion and for most of us this is the 
parish community. The life of the parish is to be a 
sign for the world of how the Risen Lord wants his 
sisters and brothers to live together. We are called 
to be a sign of the Kingdom of God, what God’s 
plan and desire is for the whole of the world. Ob-
viously everyone must play his or her role. The 
life of the community depends on the generous 
contribution of each member. Everyone counts. A 
parish community can grow and thrive if each of 
its members generously contributes of their time, 
their talent and their treasure. This will be differ-
ent for each one of us, but we must remember that 
the community can grow and mature only with the 
engagement of all of its baptized members.
Our life within the Christian community is des-

gined to be a help to determine how to live our life 
in the world. As we learn to share and serve within 
the Church we receive great lessons about how we 
are to live in the world, together with Christ, ad-
vancing God’s reign.
A special word of recognition and thanks to the 

many committees of stewardship that are hard at 
work in parishes. May the Lord continue to bless 
your work.

The Archbishop’s Message

Stewardship

+V. James Weisgerber 
Archbishop of Winnipeg

The Lady of the Rosary

Catechism at St. Lazare Church, St. Lazare, Man.


