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Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

Anglican Church hosts chancery staffs for annual ecumenical gathering

Archbishop James 
Weisgerber and 

the Archdiocese of Win-
nipeg opened the Week 
of Prayer for Christian 
Unity Jan. 22 at Holy 
Ghost Church, welcom-
ing church leaders from 
a spectrum of Chris-
tians faiths, and their 
faithful. The ecumeni-
cal service initiated the 
annual week-long, city-
wide celebration.
ñTonight, here and 

now, we are all called to 
unite,ò Weisgerber said. 
ñWe need to remember 
just before His death 
Jesus prayed for us, 
that we would be one 
as God the Father is one 
with Jesus.ò
The theme for this 

yearôs Week of Prayer; 
óWe will all be changed 
by the victory of our 
Lord Jesus Christô (1 
Corinthians 15:51-
58) was chosen by the 
Christian churches and 
communities in Poland. 
Holy Ghost Church was 
established as a Polish 
church in 1899 and con-
tinues serving Winni-
pegôs Polish Catholics.

Pastor Rev. Fr. Maciej 
Pajak, O.M.I. welcomed 
the assembly saying 
as the faithful pray for 
unity ñwe are reminded 
that the unity for which 
we pray is not merely 
a comfortable notion of 
friendliness and coop-
eration. We need to open 
ourselves to each other, 
to offer gifts to, and re-
ceive gifts from one an-
other, so that we might 
truly enter into the new 
life in Christ, which is 
the only true victory.ò
ñThere is room for ev-

eryone in Godôs plan of 
salvation,ò Pajak said. 
ñThrough His death 
and resurrection, Christ 
embraces all,ò he said. 
ñThe use of our diverse 
gifts in common service 
to humanity makes visi-
ble our unity in Christ.ò
As an offering of a sign 

of peace the assembled 
participated in the Pol-
ish Christmas custom of 
sharing a wafer called 
the oplatek. Each person 
was given a wafer to be  
shared by breaking off a 
piece of another personôs 

wafer and eating it. This 
sharing of the wafer ex-
presses unity, love and 
forgiveness. 
In his homily Weisger-

ber said that Paul wrote 
ñthat the resurrection we 
share in baptism is only 
a seed and what God has 
planned for the end of 
times, the resurrection, 
the ultimate act of Godôs 
power is going to trans-
form us completely.ò
ñThe unity of the church 

is the work of God. God 
is the one who will make 
us one and that will hap-

pen at the end of time,ò 
Weisgerber said. ñThat 
is the work of God and 
the promise of God, 
a promise we need to 
trust. No matter what our 
struggles, weaknesses 
or divisions, in the end 
by the power of Jesusô 
death and resurrection 
we will be changed, we 
will know God and we 
will know each other.ò 
ñThis week is more 

important than any oth-
er week because unity 
comes to us only through 
God,ò the archbishop 

said. ñGod has promised 
victory and we know 
that victory is ours if we 
stay with God. We are 
no longer enemies as we 
once were, but are we 
friends? Do we just live 
next to each other? How 
can we do faith sharing 
together, bible study 
together?ò Weisgerber 
said it is God who cre-
ates unity, ñbut it is also 
God who asks us to do 
whatever we can. That 
we may be one so that 
the world may be one.ò
The opening celebra-

tion was followed with 
services over the next 
seven evenings at Dako-
ta House, which hosted 
a maturing adults ser-
vice, Jubilee Mennonite 
Church, First Lutheran 
Church, Charleswood 
United Church, an ecu-
menical youth ministry 
leaders service at Sher-
wood Park Lutheran, 
St. Demetrios Greek 
Orthodox Church and 
Holy Family Ukrainian 
Catholic Church.

Contributed by 
James Buchok

The Right Rev. Don-
ald Phillips and the 

staff of the Anglican 
Diocese of Rupertôs 
Land hosted the annual 
gathering of Winnipegôs 
church leaders and their 
diocesan staffs Jan. 18 to 
mark the Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity.
The event was held at 

St. Johnôs Anglican Ca-
thedral on the banks of 
the Red River in Winni-
pegôs North End.
A worship service was 

held with a reading from 
Matthew 16: 13-19, cho-
sen, said Bishop Phillips, 
because Jan. 18 marks the 
Confession of Peter, that 
Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of the living God.
ñJesus replies to Peter, 

óupon this rock I will 
build my church; and the 
gates of hell shall not pre-

vail against it.ô ò
Phillips said the keys of 

the kingdom given by Je-
sus to Peter are not keys 
that lock but keys that 
open. ñThe keys open a 
treasure and we have been 
gifted with it. We can say 
to our brothers and sisters 
ólook at the treasure that 
there is,ô and we use the 
keys to invite them in.ò 
The Very Rev Paul N. 

Johnson, in just his sec-
ond day as the new Dean 
of Rupertôs Land and the 
cathedralôs senior pastor, 
provided some history 
of the cathedral which is 
regarded as the birthplace 
of the Anglican Church in 
Western Canada. 
In 1812, the ýrst group 

of Selkirk Settlers estab-
lished a burying ground 
just south of the present 
cathedral. Today the cem-

etery surrounds the cathe-
dral with approximately 
8,000 graves with another 
1,000 reserved and about 
a dozen still available. 
Many of the founding 
families of Winnipeg are 
buried in the cemetery 
and it is the ýnal resting 
place of many of Manito-
baôs prominent historical 
ýgures.
The site is about a ki-

lometre from the site of 
the 1820 Battle of Seven 
Oaks, also known as the 
Seven Oaks Massacre, 
fought over the fur trade 
between contingents rep-
resenting the Hudsonôs 
Bay Co., backed by the 
settlers, and the rival 
North West Company. 
Twenty-one settlers were 
killed while their oppo-
sition suffered one fatal-
ity. These days corporate 

warfare is fought in a 
courtroom, but back then, 
Johnson said, ñcorporate 
warfare cost them their 
lives.ò
Also in 1820, the Rev. 

John West, the ýrst An-
glican priest in Western 
Canada, arrived from 

England. Two years later 
he constructed a church 
mission house near the 
south-east corner of the 
present cemetery. In 1833 
it was replaced by a sec-
ond church built on the 
site of the present cathe-
dral. This second church 

became the ýrst Angli-
can cathedral in Western 
Canada soon after the ýrst 
Bishop of Rupertôs Land 
was consecrated in 1849. 
The third church on this 
site was built in 1862. In 
1926, under the guidance 
of Archbishop Samuel 
P. Matheson the pres-
ent building (the fourth 
church) was reconstruct-
ed in 1926 using most of 
the stone from the previ-
ous building.
A different church hosts 

the annual ecumenical 
gathering each year. In 
2013 the local ofýces of 
the Presbyterian Church 
will host the 12th annual 
gathering.

Contributed by
James Buchok 

Archdiocese of Winnipeg opens 2012 Festival of Prayer

Archbishop James Weisgerber is joined by church leaders from across Winnipeg for the 
opening of  the Festival of  Prayer at Holy Ghost Church.

Right Rev. Donald Phillips and Very Rev. Paul N. 
Johnson.
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The Catholic Foundation of  Manitoba announces the 2012 Caritas Award recipient
 The Board of  Directors of  The Catholic Foundation of  Manitoba has named the Sisters of  Our Lady of  the Mis-
sions (RNDM) the Caritas Award recipient for 2012. The Sisters of  Our Lady of  the Missions in Canada form part 
of  a community serving in twenty countries around the world. In Canada, the Sisters reside and work in Manitoba 
and Saskatchewan, with education, human rights, and ecological issues their primary focus. In 2012, the RNDMs 
will be marking 150 years since their Congregation was founded in Lyons France by Euphrasie Barbier. The Sisters 
will be honoured at the 34th Annual Caritas Award Dinner on Tuesday, April 24, 2012 at the Winnipeg Convention 

Centre. For further information 
or to arrange for tickets, contact 
The Catholic Foundation of  Man-
itoba at (204) 233-4268 or e-mail:  
cfmb@mts.net

An introduction to 
the Jesuit Prayer Tradition

A Six Week Retreat in Daily Life 
beginning 7 pm, Thursday, Feb 2.

An introduction to the Jesuit Prayer Tradition.
Participants will be taught the various methods 

of prayer used in the Spiritual Exercises and 
will be assisted by a retreat director. Partici-

pants are expected to pray 30 minutes per day, 
attend a Thursday evening teaching session with 
Fr. Joe Newman and meet weekly with a retreat 

director.  All are welcome.  No charge.
To register please call Valerie 

at 453-9243 soon, as space is limited.

Find more 
event listings at 

www.archwinnipeg.ca

Attention Married Couples     
Give yourselves an opportunity to rediscover 
the joy, intimacy and romance in your relation-
ship by attending the Worldwide Marriage En-
counter weekend February 24-26.  It is a week-
end for the two of you to listen to presentations 
and share privately with each other.  A time to 
focus on yourselves. There are no group dis-
cussions. For more information, contact Ken 
& Bernice Marling at 275-7222 or kmarling 
@shaw.ca 

A Chance To Live Out 
Part of Matthew 25

You are invited to attend a one-day prison retreat 
at Stony Mountain Institution on Sat. March 24 

to explore the possibility of your participation in 
some type of prison ministry in the future.
You will have an opportunity to attend an ôex-

posureõ church service at the institution on Sat., 
March 10 or Sun. March 11 from 6:15 to 8:45 p.m. 
and a short training session on Sun. March 18 
from 2 to 4 p.m. This is a chance to get a quick 
view of prison life and explore the possibility of 
some type of prison ministry in the future. Regis-
ter by Fri. Feb. 24. Contact Ron Storozuk at 257-
9636, email ronstorozuk@mts.net You may inquire 
about this ministry without committing to it.  

2:30 p.m.
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Immaculate Conception in Fisher Branch celebrates 100th

Close to 250 current and 
former parishioners 

of Immaculate Conception 
Parish in Fisher Branch 
gathered on July 31, 2011 
to celebrate the 100th anni-
versary of the parish.  
Archbishop James Weis-

gerber led the celebration 
accompanied by current 
pastor Rev. Paul Bisson and 
former pastor Rev. Denis 
Bourbonnais. 
Following the Mass, the 

congregation assembled at 
the parish cemetery located 
one mile south of Fisher 

Branch, the site of the origi-
nal church. His Grace ac-
knowledged the hard work, 

dedication and faith of the 
early pioneers and proceed-
ed to bless the cemetery. 

A luncheon followed at the 
Fisher Branch Community 
Center where guests were 
able to review several dis-
plays commemorating his-
torical aspects of the parish
The festivities concluded 

with an entertainment pro-
gram that showcased the 
many musical and vocal tal-
ents of present and former 
members of our parish.

Contributed by
Kathe Bernier

Celebrate Marriage Week:
The 10-minute 

Challenge
Marriage works! Re-

search shows that 
married people are happier, 
live longer, and build more 
economic security. 
There are proven ways to 

repair and restore marriage, 
but most folks donôt know 
where to get the help they 
need and we are all so busy. 
Marriage Week provides 

the perfect opportunity to 
promote healthy marriage 
initiatives in your church. 
Begin the planning process 
now! 
Our marriages are not pri-

vate matters. Our children 
gain emotional security and 
a myriad of beneýts from 
our marriage, our love, and 
our commitment to one an-
other. Our marriages mat-
ter to our extended family. 
They matter to our spiri-
tual life. They matter to our 
community. Our marriages 
are the fabric that holds 
families together and build 
healthy communities. 
Wow, that puts a lot of 

weight on marriageéand 
there is no magic wand!

Things Your Church 
Can Do

Encourage your church 
couples to take the 10 Min-
ute Challenge.  
During Celebrate Marriage 

Week invite and challenge 
husbands and wives to stop 
everything else and spend 
10 minutes each day having 
a face-to-face discussion, 
sharing their dreams and fu-
ture goals. Turn off the cell 
phone, the computer, the 
TV and TALK. 
Make a special effort to do 

something for your spouse 
that would make him/her 
feel appreciated and loved. 
During this special week, 
encourage husband and wife 
to write and share a love let-
ter with one another. 

Husbands, surprise your 
wives and take them out for 
supper.
Some ideas for churches to 
mark the week include:

ǒ Holding a social event to 
ñCelebrate Marriageò.
ǒ Creating an opportunity 
to renew marriage vows 
during the week.
ǒ Celebrating marriage, 
with all its joys and sor-
rows, in some other way 
during Sunday mass.
ǒ Make a display of wed-
ding albums or wedding 
photos of congregation 
members.
ǒ Recognizing all who are 
involved in Marriage Prep-
aration or Marriage Enrich-
ment efforts.
ǒ Recognizing the ýve lon-
gest marriages or the newly 
married couples in the par-
ish.
ǒ Print pamphlets with a 
listing of prayers for mar-
riage.
Who knows, maybe some 

of the great habits that are 
started this week will con-
tinue!
For more information, 

here are some websites: 
www.marriage_weekinter-
national.org
www.letsstrenghtenmar-
riage         
www.nationalmarriage-
weekUSA.org     

Contributed by
Deacon John MacKenzie

The Summons begins 
again in September 

2012. This is a two year 
faith formation process 
designed for any adult 
who desires to grow in our 
Catholic faith. Sessions 
are held one weekend per 
month, Saturday and Sun-
day, for ten months, Sep-
tember to June each year in 
Neepawa. 
What is The Summons?
Each weekend focuses on 

a speciýc theme such as 
the Baptism, Conýrmation, 
Eucharist, Marriage, Sexu-
ality, Dying & Death, Life 
After Death, Being Church 
Today, Social Justice, Con-
science & Morality, Inter-
religious Dialogue, For-
giveness & Reconciliation. 
During each weekend, the 
speciýc theme is presented 
and explored through the 

following formation com-
ponents:
ǒ Theology ï  deepening 
our understanding of what 
the Church teaches and 
why é
ǒ Scripture  ï opening 
the treasure of Godôs Word 
speaking to usé
ǒ Spirituality  ï grow-
ing in my relationship with 
God and how God speaks 
to me and in meé
ǒ Human Growth  ï fo-
cusing on the human as-
pects of everyday living 
and growing in faith...
ǒ Liturgy  ï how we ex-
press our faith through the 
celebration of the sacra-
mentsé
ǒ and Ministry of Pres-
ence ï in the second year 
of formation, a speciýc 
outreach ministry is chosen 
by the participant to enrich 

our understanding of how 
God is present to us and in 
any situation and person. 

 What is formation? 
Adult formation does not 

just provide content and 
information, but it also 
engages the whole person 
ï intellect, beliefs, val-
ues, and life experience 
ï in a process and practice 
of Christian maturity. As 
adults we learn together 
from our sharing of life 
experiences. Formation 
fosters a sense of trust and 
community among the par-

ticipants and encourages in-
teractive sharing to enable 
us to grow and learn from 
one another in the context 
of our Catholic faith. 

What is the cost?
The Summons is spon-

sored by the Archdiocese 
of Winnipeg through Shar-
ing Godôs Gifts. There is no 
registration fee at all. Par-
ticipants may be required 
to purchase some books 

which cost approximately 
$50.  
There seems to be a lot 

of diversity in what people 

believe today, not only in 
other religions but also in 
our Catholic faith. What 
do Catholics believe in? 
What is the correct Catho-
lic teaching on the issues 
of today? What are the 
non-negotiables? Where is 
there room for legitimate 
diversity?
Is there a Catholic way 

of reading the bible? What 
makes the bible so unique? 
How can I deepen my un-
derstanding and appre-
ciation of Godôs Word in 
my daily life? What is the 
meaning of all we do in our 
Mass? How do I integrate 
our celebration of the sac-
raments into my daily life?
Sometimes I feel dissatis-

ýed, restless, searching for 
more but I donôt know what 
to do or what it means. Is 
God saying something to 

me in this? How do I know 
what God is wanting of 
me? How do I cope with 
life experiences in light of 
my faith? How do I better 
understand myself and why 
I do the things I do? 
If these questions speak 

to you, THE SUMMONS 
is calling you. THE SUM-
MONS faith formation 
process helps us to explore 
these questions and it helps 
us to understand what it 
means to be Catholic in our 
society and culture today. 

How do I register?
For more information, 

brochure, and applications, 
please see your pastor or 
contact Fr. Eric Giddins, 
Director of The Summons, 
at 204-857-5172.

The Summons ï  Archdiocesan Adult Faith Formation Program

Spend 10 minutes 
each day sharing 
dreams and goals. 
Turn off the cell 
phone, the com-
puter, the TV and 

TALK. 

Our Place/
Chez Nous 

Annual 
Christmas 

dinner

Over the last eight years 
Our Place / Chez 

Nous or as it is affection-
ately called óThe Crossô, 
has hosted a Christmas 
Dinner for street people in 
the inner city area of Win-
nipeg.  
This year the party was 

held on Sat., Dec. 17 at the 
Vineyard Church on Main 
Street.  
ñI would like to thank 

the folks at The Vineyard 
Church for so generously 
offering their building to 
us for this dinner. People 
are really happy about 
having more room,ò said 
Larry Stuart, executive di-
rector of Our Place/Chez 
Nous, ñSeating was very 
cramped at Our Place/
Chez Nous and it is much 
roomier at the Vineyard.ò 
The change of venue 

from the usual location al-
lowed increasing the num-
ber of guests from around 
110 to 150.

The party was hosted by 
23 volunteers who served 
the Christmas dinner 
which consisted of ham, 
meatballs, perogies, cole-
slaw, buns and cake for 
desert.
ñI want to thank my par-

ish, Our Lady of Victory, 
which contributed the 
funds that made this din-
ner happen,ò said Larry, 
ñas well as supplying each 
person with a small gift.ò
All those attending the 

party received a warm 
hat and gloves that were 
wrapped in a þeece neck 
warmer.  The material for 
the neck warmers was 
provided by St. Charles 
Parish and they were sewn 
by volunteers from the St. 
James Assiniboia Catholic 
Womenôs League.
A festive atmosphere was 

created by the Christmas 

tree and music as well as  
Mr. and Mrs. Santa Claus 
circulating among the 
guests.
ñOne of the amazing 

things that happens at 
Chez Nous is that par-
ishes and individuals call, 
or show up at our back 
door with exactly what we 
need, both at Christmas 
and throughout the year,ò 

added Larry.
When asked what his 

Christmas wish is for 
next year Larry replied, 
ñFor next yearôs dinner, I 
would like to have a hall 
full of happy, well be-
haved people, who enjoy 
themselves!ò

Contributed by
Eva Arsenault

Mr. and Mrs. Claus brought gifts for everyone. 




