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John XXIII presents The Passion in Three Dimensions
T

he Passion in Three
Dimensions
was
presented March 10 at
Blessed John XXIII
Church in Winnipeg with
three young actors recreating the 14 Stations of
the Cross in a living tableaux.
Rev. Gerald Langevin,
Pastor, read the Passion
of Christ interspersed
with prayers and readings written and presented
by the church’s Justice,
Development and Peace
Committee.
At the ﬁrst station, The
Last Supper, the audience
of 180 joined in prayer for
the people of the countries
in the Global South facing
food shortages, price inﬂation, privatization of water
and many other challenges.
“Let us not think ourselves
separate from them,” the
prayer concluded. The
reading described Jesus
celebrating The Last Supper “with the basic staples

of life teaching us that holiness is found in humble
and everyday things.”
Committee
member
Michael Rennie said the
church has staged a presentation of the Stations
of the Cross for the past
seven years, each one in a
different style “but always
with a social justice orientation,” Rennie said. “We
try to keep a fairly high
artistic standard to it,” he
added.
The co-creator of the tableaux, Nicole Lavoie, who
is also a committee member, said it was important
to have youth involved in
the presentation. The actors were sisters Annu Stephen, 11 and Stephini Stephen, 17 and Jude Braun,
14, who represented the
Christ ﬁgure.
Lavoie’s partner in the
creation of the production,
Matthew Urban, provided
computerized
graphics
that were projected onto

From left, Annu Stephen, Jude Braun and Stephini Stephen recreated the
14 Stations of the Cross in a living tableaux.

Christ’s robe as a long
bar across the actor’s
shoulders, under the garment, spread it into a wide
screen. The images illustrated a leafy garden, gold
coins, a soldier’s helmet, a
crown of thorns and ﬁnally

the tomb with the stone
rolled away.
At the ﬁfth station,
when Jesus is whipped
and crowned with thorns,
the reading stated, “many
people must live in fear of
what we call an abuse of

human rights,” including
torture. “We cannot stand
still while such suffering
is inﬂicted on our brothers and sisters.” The prayer
was offered for “peace in
lands so much in crisis that
their peoples must leave

Pastors sharpen pencils for ﬁnance meetings

M

ost people don’t
think of their parish priest as a ﬁnancial
administrator,
dealing
with balance sheets and
tax questions, or as a
human resources director, staying on top of
ever-changing workplace
regulations, but these responsibilities are a part of
your pastor’s job description.
“It’s a huge responsibility,” says Allan Beaudry,
Chief Financial Ofﬁcer
for the Archdiocese of
Winnipeg. To help pastors deal with all the details Beaudry and other
staff of the archdiocese’s
Catholic Centre offered
two days of information
meetings for pastors and
parish administrators, one
at St. Dominic’s Church
in Neepawa Feb. 11, and
another at St. Paul the
Apostle Church in Winnipeg Feb. 18.
Beaudry said volunteer
ﬁnance councils are vital to pastors and their
churches, but the variances in size and locations of
churches means an even
bigger variance in the
expertise of volunteers.

Pastors and church finance directors gathered at St. Dominic’s Church
in Neepawa Feb. 11 for the first of two sessions where they were updated on new tax filing rules and human resources issues.

“You could have Certiﬁed
General Accountants at
one parish and someone
who knows basic bookkeeping at another. Either
way the pastor is answerable,” said Beaudry.
Beaudry was joined for
the presentations by Rev.
Richard Arsenault, the
Moderator of the Curia
for the Archdiocese of
Winnipeg, Jeanne Tinsley the assistant to the
ﬁnancial administrator
and Laura Cumming the
Archdiocese of Winni-

peg’s Director of Human
Resources.
“As administrators of
the church we are stewards of the gifts, we don’t
own the gifts,” Arsenault
said. “We have canon law
and civil law and we have
to comply with both parts
of these laws.” Arsenault,
a past president of The
Canadian Canon Law Society said the canon law
covering church ﬁnances
“is the shortest book in
the whole code, it sets up
only general principles so

what we do here is different from elsewhere in the
world.”
Arsenault said the Archdiocese of Winnipeg has
policies “that we must all
do together to make sure
we’re following the same
measures. It’s important
because according to Vatican II we are called to be
a church of communion
– so we’re all doing the
same thing in the same
way or at least as best as
we can.”
Beaudry told the pastors

and parish administrators
“when someone gives us
money it means the same
thing to the person giving
$10 as it does to the person giving $1,000.”
He presented the archdiocesan year-end ﬁnancial
statements and reviewed
new policies from Canada
Revenue Agency dealing
with how pastors claim
their income.
In an interview after the
presentations
Beaudry
said a priest’s income
tax return can be audited
“just like anybody else,
and they might even be
looked at a bit harder than
others because there are a
lot of fringe religions and
other organizations calling themselves charitable
organizations.”
“There are people out
there calling themselves
priest or pastor or reverend and Canada Revenue
has to investigate a lot
of those cases,” Beaudry
said. “If they ﬁnd one
questionable one, they’ll
look for more so we have
to do it right.”
Contributed by
James Buchok

them. We pray for our own
people so that in a spirit of
love we can offer a welcoming place to those who
need it.”
At the eleventh station,
when Jesus speaks to Mary
and John, the assembly
prayed for Canada’s ongoing Truth and Reconciliation Commission into the
legacy of Canada’s Indian
Residential Schools.
The prayer asks God “to
open our ears to the truths
about our collective history being recorded by
survivors of residential
schools. We ask You to
open our minds to the
complex and subtle ways
that past mistakes, arrogance, misuse of authority
and even sinfulness have
damaged our social fabric
in ways we have barely
begun to redress.”
Contributed by
James Buchok

Meet
Our
Seminarians
On page ﬁve
of this
edition of the
New Wine
Press we
introduce
the ﬁve
seminarians
in the
Archdiocese
of
Winnipeg
who are
supported in
part through
your generous
donations to
the Sharing
God’s Gifts
annual
appeal
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The Catholic Foundation of Manitoba announces the 2012 Caritas Award recipient
The Board of Directors of The Catholic Foundation of Manitoba has named the Sisters of Our Lady of the Missions (RNDM) the Caritas Award recipient for 2012. The Sisters of Our Lady of the Missions in Canada form part
of a community serving in twenty countries around the world. In Canada, the Sisters reside and work in Manitoba
and Saskatchewan, with education, human rights, and ecological issues their primary focus. In 2012, the RNDMs
will be marking 150 years since their Congregation was founded in Lyons France by Euphrasie Barbier. The Sisters
will be honoured at the 34th Annual Caritas Award Dinner on Tuesday, April 24, 2012 at the Winnipeg Convention
Centre. For further information
or to arrange for tickets, contact
The Catholic Foundation of Manitoba at (204) 233-4268 or e-mail:
cfmb@mts.net
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A

SNJMs receive Archbishop’s Award for Service to Catholic Education

rchbishop James Weisgerber has bestowed his
annual Archbishop’s Award
for Service and Leadership
to Catholic Education on
Sr. Louise Van Belleghem
s.n.j.m., and the Sisters of
the Holy Names of Jesus and
Mary (Manitoba).
Catholic education in Manitoba is closely associated with
the service and leadership of
the Sisters of the Holy Names
who owned or staffed many
of the Catholic schools in the
province. Van Belleghem is a
lifelong educator and a former
Superintendent of Catholic
Schools in the Archdiocese of
Winnipeg. As a sister of the
Holy Names, she is part of
a long tradition of dedicated
sisters who provided leadership to Catholic education.
“We honour and recognize
the people who bring the children a very good education

in a Catholic context so they
may be comfortable in their
faith and comfortable in society,” Weisgerber said as he
presented the awards to Van
Belleghem and s.n.j.m. Provincial Sr. Catherine Laviolette, Feb. 16 at St. Ignatius
Church Hall.
Weisgerber said as the archdiocesan board discussed who
might receive the award this
year Van Belleghem’s name
“came up very quickly. But
what about the other sisters?
So we decided to give two
awards. Sr.Van Belleghem
epitomizes the great contribution that have been made
by the Sisters of the Holy
Names.”
Van Belleghem said it is
“wonderful to join in this
celebration of God’s giftedness to each one of us to go
and teach all nations, ‘and
know that I am with you al-

Catholic Schools Day
Mass collection
presented to RNDMs

Sr. Louise Van Belleghem s.n.j.m., Archbishop Weisgerber and s.n.j.m. Provincial Sr. Catherine Laviolette.
dents.”
Weisgerber recounted how
in 1874 the sisters arrived in
Winnipeg from Montreal to
assume responsibility for St.
Mary’s Academy “and they
remain there today.” The
archbishop invited each of

ways.’” She said the sisters’
ongoing service “continues to
be a source of deepest inspiration. The very heart of the
Catholic schools, the teachers and parents, are the gift of
Jesus in the lives of our stu-

the sisters in attendance to
provide a brief history of their
teaching experience. Among
them they founded or staffed
schools south of Winnipeg
in St. Agathe and St-PierreJolys and schools in St. Boniface and Winnipeg including
Christ the King, St. Gerard,
St. Thomas More, Holy
Cross, St. Ignatius, St. John
Brebeuf, St. Mary’s Academy
and École Sacré-Coeur, the
ﬁrst French immersion school
in Manitoba.
“I don’t think there is any
reason to explain why we are
bestowing this award on the
Sisters of the Holy Names of
Jesus and Mary” Weisgerber
said.
Rev. Mark Tarrant, Pastor
at St. John Brebeuf church,
praised the sisters for their
“selﬂess work, faith and
love you have provided to
our school and many others.

You have instilled in generations of students a model of
faith and service. The spirit
of Blessed Marie Rose (the
founder of the Sisters of the
Holy Names of Jesus and
Mary) is so much alive in our
schools because of the way
you sisters have given to us.”
Robert Praznik, Director of
Catholic Education for the
Archdiocese of Winnpeg
said there are 3,200 students
in Catholic schools in the
Archdiocese of Winnipeg and
5,000 students in Catholic
schools in Manitoba including the Archdiocese of St.
Boniface and the Ukrainian
Catholic Archeparchy.
“Tonight we are celebrating
the history of Catholic education in Manitoba,” Praznik
said.
Contributed by
James Buchok

Erosion threatens gravesites forcing church into
costly renovations at St. Vital Parish Cemetery

From left, Pastor Rev. Barry Schoonbaert, engineer Jen Arrowsmith and cemetery board members Leonel Fernandes and Dolores Poot. The church had to take action and now needs to raise $1.4 million.

A

rchdiocese of Winnipeg Director of
Catholic Education Robert Praznik
presents Sr. Sheila Madden, RNDM
with the offertory collection gathered
from the staffs of the Catholic schools
of Winnipeg during Mass celebrated
on Catholic Schools Day Feb 17. The
Sisters of Our Lady of the Missions
were recognized for their dedicated
work and commitment to educating
women and the young particularly in
Natore, Bangladesh. The offertory totaled $1,524. This year the RNDMs
are marking the 150th year since
their congregation was founded in
Lyons, France by Euphrasie Barbier. The Sisters are to be honoured
at the 34th Annual Caritas Award
Dinner on Tuesday, April 24 at the
Winnipeg Convention Centre.

T

he St. Vital Parish
Cemetery in Winnipeg
is undergoing an extensive
river bank stabilization
project after erosion caused
by the waters of the Red
River began threatening
gravesites.
Last year the Cemeteries
Branch of the City of Winnipeg advised the parish that
until the riverbank problem
was addressed there could
be no further burials, forcing the go ahead of the $1.4
million project without the
funds in place to pay for it.
St. Vital Church Pastor
Barry Schoonbaert said less
than two-ﬁfths of the necessary funds have been raised
so far. The church is turning to the families of those
buried in the cemetery, and
St. Vital parishioners, to
help cover the costs as well
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as seeking corporate donations and grant money from
the Province of Manitoba.
Schoonbaert said over the
decades the graves were
purchased at comparatively
inexpensive prices which
did not include a maintenance fee and the parish has
always borne the cost of
maintenance. “We’re asking the families who have
loved ones there for a donation in lieu of not being
charged for maintenance,”
he said.
Schoonbaert said there
are no remaining records
for many of those buried
in the cemetery at the turn
of the century and he is
hoping people in the community come forward with
information about surviving family members “If
they know of people buried

there we’d like to notify
their living family members and anyone who could
contribute,” he said. “The
burden is on our parish
members and certainly not
all the people buried in the
cemetery were parishioners
of St. Vital.”
Schoonbaert said the erosion has taken place over
many years but especially
over the last decade. “There
have been high water levels
and a great deal of moisture
in the ground,” he said.
The river has claimed
more than seven metres of
property over the last 15
years and has led to one
disinterment. Schoonbaert
said without the river bank
stabilization the cemetery
would have been facing
about 20 disinterments to
other cemeteries and the

river bank stabilization
would still have been required.
The cemetery is situated
in a quiet neighbourhood
about a half a kilometre
from St. Vital Church. It
is the cemetery’s second
site, having been moved
in 1929. Some of the dates
on the headstones go back
as far as 1914, the year the
ﬁrst cemetery began.
Schoonbaert said some of
those who stood with Louis
Riel in the Red River Rebellion of 1869 are buried
in the cemetery. The cemetery board is making efforts to have St. Vital Parish
Cemetery designated as an
historical site.
Contributed by
James Buchok
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Brandon KofC urges all to ‘Cherish Life’

St. Augustine
CWL ﬁnds
A Good Way
a good cause

T

The billboard on Herman and Flora Aquin’s property features a picture
of their grandon.

W

hen the Brandon
Knights of Columbus Council #1435
decided it was time to
show its support for ProLife, it was Herman and
his wife Flora Aquin
who stepped up and offered to have a Pro-Life
billboard erected on their
land. The billboard is located a few kilometres
east of Brandon on the
TransCanada Highway.
Herman has been a
dedicated member of the
Knights of Columbus

for 61 years.
The sign was dedicated
on October 15, 2011 and
blessed by Co-Chaplains
Rev. Dominic Yuen and
Rev. Michael Tkachuk.
Life is indeed something to be cherished, as
can be seen in the beautiful example of Herman
and Flora’s grandson,
the baby in our sign.
The council would
like to thank the Aquins
for their generosity and
dedication to the ProLife cause. In the picture

Are you a professional looking to volunteer
two years of your life serving people of the
developing nations? Many skills needed.
You can be 22 to 64 years of age, single or
married. You are open, self-confident, and
feel called to serve.
Medical Personnel
Licensed Trades People
Qualified Teachers
Construction Supervisors
Graduates With Degrees In
English, Math, Sciences

WE WANT TO
TALK TO YOU!
Volunteer International
Christian Service | VICS

www.volunteerinternational.ca
Contact: Fr. Robert Colburn
Phone: 780-485-5505 collect
Email: vics1@telusplanet.net
#3, 843 Youville Drive W.,
Edmonton, AB T6L 6X8

Your generous support will assist
others serving overseas. Please
consider a donation to VICS today.

Apple Job “GEB”

above are Manitoba State
Advocate Ed Balske,
State Pro-Life Chairman
Samuel Rainey, State
Membership Chairman
Larry Kustra PSD, 4th
Degree Commander Jim
Dyck, and Grand Knight
Bruce Ray.
Submitted on behalf of
K of C Brandon Coucil
#1435
Todd Misanchuk
Public Relations
Chairman

he National Council of the CWL has
mandated that, in keeping
with the theme Women of
Faith and Justice during the
2011-2012 term, the focus
as league members should
be directed toward assisting
people in need. In response,
the Manitoba Council recommended that each council concentrate their efforts
toward helping the poor in
First Nations communities.
St. Augustine of Canterbury Council in Brandon
made a concerted effort
to ﬁnd a local organization that would beneﬁt the
greatest number of women
and children. A program
offered by the Brandon
Friendship Center entitled,
In A Good Way ﬁt the criterion perfectly. With the
unanimous agreement of
the membership the council settled on support in the
amount of $2,000 to assist
with the continuation of this
good work.
In A Good Way is a pro-

St. Augustine of Canterbury Catholic Women’s
League President, Leona Smithson, left, presents
a donation to Barb Desjardins representing the Brandon Friendship Centre and A Good Way.

gram run by First Nations
personnel and is designed
to help pregnant women,
through education, about
good pre-natal and post-natal care. Speakers provide
information on a variety
of different topics. Nutritional snacks and food
supplements are provided.
Expectant mothers receive
lessons on self-care, menu
preparation and good shopping habits. The classes

continue into the postnatal period up until the
baby reaches the age of
six months. Some of the
women who have beneﬁted
from the program are now,
in turn, assisting others by
sharing the knowledge they
have received.
Contributed by Dianne Fox
St. Augustine
of Canterbury Council
Catholic Women’s League

Meet our Seminarians

Introducing the ﬁve seminarians in the Archdiocese of Winnipeg who are supported in part
through your generous donations to The Sharing God’s Gifts annual appeal

Christopher
Dubois

Patrick
Neufeld

2nd Year Theology
St Joseph’s Seminary
Edmonton, Alberta

2nd Year Theology
Sacred Heart School
of Theology
Hales Corner,
Wisconsin

H

i, my name is Christopher Dubois. I am 24 years old
and am from Brandon, Manitoba. My father Michael, is a lawyer and my mother Tanis is his legal secretary. I am the oldest of ﬁve children. I have two brothers
and two sisters.
I have lived in Brandon all my life and attended St. Augustine of Canterbury parish for all those years. I went to
St Augustine School from kindergarten until grade eight
before attending Vincent Massey High School. In high
school I played football and was on the track team. In
2009, I graduated from Brandon University with a four
year Bachelor of Arts Degree. My minor was in philosophy and my major was in political science. I was also a
founding member of the Brandon University Students for
Life Club.
My hobbies include listening to music, reading and playing sports. My favourite sport in the world is football but I
also enjoy golf, badminton, soccer, baseball and just being
outdoors.
At St. Augustine’s parish I help out by altar serving and
as an extraordinary minister of Holy Communion. I am
also a 3rd degree Knight of Columbus for Brandon Council. At present I am at St. Joseph’s Seminary in Edmonton
discerning whether or not God is calling me to the priesthood. I am in my second year of theological studies.

B

efore moving to Winnipeg ﬁfteen or so years ago, I lived
mostly in British Columbia. I grew up in the northern
prairie town of Fort St. John — where the winters might
even be colder than Winnipeg’s, though the mosquitos are
fewer — and I studied at the University of British Columbia
in Vancouver.
I studied mathematics for no particularly good reason. It
may be fair to say that I was an aimless youth. This would
account, I ﬁgure, for my whimsical ambition after university to become an artist, or preferably a picture-maker, which
is what I gradually became after coming to Winnipeg and
continued to be until I began my studies in Wisconsin. I’m
not really a picture-maker at present, not in the strict sense
— strictly speaking I’m making no pictures. I’d happily argue that then he isn’t an artist either.
About the same time as the onset of picture-making, I began to orbit the Roman Catholic Church — you may have
noted that my name is curiously Mennonite — the attractive
pressure grew heavier and heavier until I fell through the Cathedral doors into a pail of water. It’s a long story, of course.
It’s also a long story how I came to be in seminary, too long
a story really. An artist would have had the good sense to
keep it shorter.
I have two more light-hearted seminarian years to go.

Scott Jenken

Kelly Wilson

1st Year Philosophy
St Joseph’s Seminary
Edmonton, Alberta

Pastoral Internship
St. Ignatius Church
Winnipeg, Manitoba

S

alve! My name is Scott Jenken, 25 years old, and happy
to introduce myself as Winnipeg’s newest seminarian. I
was born and raised in Winnipeg and primarily come from
St. Peters Church in the Maples where I was baptized, conﬁrmed, and received my ﬁrst communion just 2 years ago
on April 3, 2010.
Besides God, the loves of my life (in no particular order)
are modern martial arts, music, and aviation.
The martial arts have been a very signiﬁcant part of my
life for 20 years, six of which I spent as the local schools
Principle Instructor and administrator. I started learning
Modern Kung Fu when I was ﬁve years old.
My love for music is extensive. I like many different
genres of music. From heavy metal to the soothing elevator
music (funk / jazz); from singing opera to the latin / salsa,
classical to rock. As a musician, I have been involved with
many different choirs over the years and I have developed
a love for singing. I was a percussionist for a few years and
had the opportunity to play with the Winnipeg Youth Symphony Orchestra and twice with the Manitoba Chamber
Orchestra and the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra.
I always enjoyed airplanes and ﬂying and for the longest
of times wanted to become a pilot or an air trafﬁc controller. Instead, I went to Red River College to become an Aircraft Maintenance Engineer. I really enjoyed inspecting the
aircraft but about a few years I had made the decision to
enter seminary formation and begin this journey with God.
Please pray for me and my formation.

I

am formerly a student of Providence College and the University of Lethbridge, and currently a Seminarian of the
Archdiocese of Winnipeg. My parents and siblings lived in
Oakville (Manitoba) for a signiﬁcant portion of my early life.
I grew up attending church in Portage la Prairie at St. John’s
Roman Catholic Church and then Good Shepherd Parish. My
seminary formation has taken place at St. Joseph’s Seminary
and Newman Theological College in Edmonton for three
years, and since September of 2011 I have been stationed as
an Intern at St. Ignatius Church in Winnipeg. My Internship
ends following July, 2012 whereupon I anticipate completing
my formation. I look forward to one day more permanently
serving in the Archdiocese of Winnipeg.
My desire to serve as a priest stems, I think, from those special moments in a person’s life where a religious minister is
sought. Whether the context is that of a newborn brought to
a priest for baptism, or two persons in love seeking a witness
to their marriage, or whether someone is sick and seeks the
sacrament of anointing, or whether persons grieving the loss
of a loved one have sought out the presence of a priest, I have
found that priests are perceived as having something to contribute to these situations. My desire, in those moments, would
be to convey something of God’s love and God’s presence to
those who have sought out my presence, and also to experience God’s love and presence in those who have welcomed
me into their lives. Desire, however, needs to be tested, and I
am grateful to the Christian community in the Archdiocese of
Winnipeg for allowing for this testing to occur in me.

Peter Nemcek
2nd Year Theology
St. Joseph’s Seminary
Edmonton, Albert

M

y name is Peter Nemcek and I am in the second year
of theological studies at St. Joseph seminary in Edmonton.
I am 25 years old. I was born and raised in Trnava, Slovakia in a Catholic environment. I attended St. Angela Merici
elementary and high school in my hometown. I began altar
serving when I was twelve and through this ministry I got to
know many priests and seminarians.
I came to Winnipeg in September 2005 and ﬁnished Grade
12 at Kildonan East Collegiate in Winnipeg. After ﬁnishing
my science degree at University of Manitoba and not being accepted to medicine I got a job and wanted to apply to
medicine again the next year. But during this year God led
me to the local prayer meeting group where I really felt His
presence and grew in the knowledge and love of God.
It was only after a Catholic youth conference that I really
wanted to become a priest. So I started to discern my call
through prayer and regular meetings with a spiritual director. I wasn’t sure if I was really called to priesthood but after
talking to the Archbishop and vocations director and praying about it some more I took the leap of faith and continued
my discernment in the seminary.
My hobbies include swimming, reading and playing soccer.

In Support of Our Seminarians!
Breezy Bend Golf & Country Club
MONDAY, JULY 23rd
12 PM Shotgun Start
Early Bird Entry Fee $179 per Golfer
(By June 15th) $209 after June 15th
Entry Fee includes: Sunday evening
Pre-tournament BBQ at St. Anthony of
Padua Church, 250 Burrin Ave,
for golfers and a guest; Golf Day Lunch;
18 holes of golf; power cart; 1st Tee Gift;
Post Golf Banquet.
All Proceeds go to the
Archdiocese of Winnipeg
Vocations & Seminarian Fund.
To register or for information contact:
Dan Potvin,
Director of Stewardship & Development
Phone: 452-2227 ext. 228
Email: danpotvin@archwinnipeg.ca

For more information on how your donations make possible the many ministries within the
Archdiocese of Winnipeg, please visit our website at www.archwinnipeg.ca
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Psychology
and song:
Partnering
with God

Bible’s ‘troubling texts’ can be
a source of hate in the wrong hands

T

G

rieving is important,
says clinical psychologist Nancy Reeves, and
that’s why God gave humans a grieving process.
“Some people think that if
you have enough faith you
don’t cry, ” said Reeves at
the St. Boniface Cathedral
Hall Feb. 16. “Well in that
case Jesus really blew it.”
Reeves was referring to
the Gospel of John and the
narrative of the death of
Lazarus. As other cried for
Lazarus so too did Jesus.
“Jesus moved into their experience and shared their
hurt,” she said.
Reeves, from Victoria,
B,C,, was joined by singer
songwriter Linnea Good, of
Summerland, B.C., to present a session on Partnering
with God to Nurture Ourselves and Others presented
by the Archdioceses of Winnipeg and St. Boniface.
Reeves, a registered clinical psychologist, spiritual
director, and best-selling
author, has specialized in
the area of healing and
transformation with adults
and children since 1978.
She also conducts workshops and retreats in the
area of spirituality. She is
known internationally as a
workshop facilitator, psychotherapist, author and
poet.
Reeves spoke on loss
and grieving interspersed
with Good playing piano

Linnea Good and Nancy Reeves.
and leading the audience
in song. Good is known as
one of Canada’s foremost
singer songwriters of music
of faith for all-age audiences. She tours much of the
year in her trio Good Company. The two have known
eachother for ten years and
work together usually twice
a year.
Reeves said in psychology
there are four core conditions of humanity; mortality, existential isolation,
existential freedom and
meaning, “and even Jesus
had to go through these,”
she added.
“Mortality can let us
grow by being aware of
it. Someday we will go
home to God. It allows us
to live more fully.” Reeves
described existential isolation as never fully knowing another person. “Even
after many years a married
couple will still learn new
things about each other, ”
she said. Reeves said existential freedom gives a
person free will to decide.
“We have gifts that we were
given at birth and there are
people in their 50s and 60s
who still haven’t made the
decision to unwrap them.

With our free will we can
open them and let them
blossom.”
Reeves talked about the
difference between healing
and a cure. “There are people who are cured but who
have not healed. They are
still bitter about the chemotherapy they had to undergo, or they are still resentful
even after a broken relationship has been brought back
together. If you’re looking
for a cure without healing
you won’t ﬁnd it,” she said.
Reeves said there are two
basic styles of adjusting to
loss and change. The ﬁrst,
preferred by women, is to
share it with others. The
second, preferred by men,
is to not share much but to
do something, perhaps start
a project. “The woman is
thinking ‘he doesn’t care
because he’s out in the backyard building something.’
And the man is thinking
‘she should get a life.’ And
they are both thinking ‘he
or she isn’t doing it right or
I’m not doing it right,’ If we
can honour both styles of
grieving it all goes better.”
Contributed by
James Buchok

he Bible contains
“troubling texts” says
a Catholic scholar, author
and educator, and for centuries the words have been
twisted to incite violence,
hostility and inhumane
treatment.
“The Bible is complicated, it’s old and it’s not
too easy to decipher sometimes,” said Dr.. Mary
Boys, snjm, Feb. 24 at Holy
Eucharist Parish Centre in
Winnipeg. “The problem
is how the texts are interpreted,” Boys added.
“There are a lot of people
in society who use these
texts to demonize others,” Boys said. She cited
Matthew 27:25 describing
the Passion of Christ and
the crowd shouting ‘let
his blood be on us and on
our children.’ “This mob
of Jews is saying ‘we will
be accountable for this for
generation after generation.’ Because of this passage there are still a lot of
Christians who believe the
Jews killed God.”
Boys said in fact the Romans cruciﬁed thousands
of Jews “as a brutally torturous death to deter rebellion. We have to understand the violence of the
Roman Empire and how
Judaea was ruled by Pilate.
That violence is the backstory by which we have to
understantd the curciﬁxion.” Boys said in the Mel
Gibson ﬁlm The Passion
of The Christ, Pilate is por-

Dr. Mary Boys
trayed as being terriﬁed by
the mob. “No, it was the
other way around,” she
said.
Boys described the Gospels as “interpretations”
written long after the
events of Christ’s life took
place.
She said passages in Leviticus and Deuteronomy,
warning against sorcerers,
would be used for centuries as the basis for putting
women to death as supposed witches.
She said Peter’s advice
that servants be submissive to their masters has
been “very useful” to slave
owners over the centuries.
“They thought it meant ‘we
have God’s approval,’” she
said.
Boys has been at the forefront of Jewish-Christian
relations for many years.
Since 1994 she has been
the Skinner and McAlpin
Professor of Practical Theology at Union Theologi-

cal Seminary in New York
City.
Boys was in Winnipeg as
the guest of the Bat Kol
Tri-Diocesan Committee
which includes the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy
of Winnipeg, the Archdiocese of Saint Boniface and
the Archdiocese of Winnipeg. Bat Kol is a training
program for Christians to
study the Bible, within its
Jewish milieu, using Jewish sources. The Bat Kol
Institute was founded in
Toronto in 1983 and was
later relocated to Jerusalem. Since 1992 more than
300 people have become
alumni of Bat Kol including three on the Winnipeg
committee. The institute
operates every July with
about 20 people from
around the world per session.
Contributed by
James Buchok

Bereavement Process at Living Waters Columbarium

W

ithin its Ministry of
Consolation, Living
Waters Columbarium is
pleased to offer a Bereavement process this spring:
From History to Mystery…
A Journey of Faith.
This process, rooted in
Catholic tradition, conveys
God’s consolation through
scripture, prayer, reﬂection,
and the sharing of our faith.
Participants connect with
others who are journeying
through loss, in a supportive and caring environment,
to explore the various facets
of grief and the challenges
associated to engaging in a
new reality following the
death of a loved one.
Many people attempt to
grieve alone.
However,
grief needs to be shared,
and those who grieve need
to be reassured that they are
not alone in their thoughts,
feelings and responses in
day to day situations. The
support and encouragement
of the group will enable
participants to give voice
to their unique journey and
take a step toward healing
and spiritual growth.
The group will meet for

eight sessions on Monday
evenings between April
9th and June 4th. Space is
limited to ten participants.
Registration is free, with
donations gratefully ac-

cepted at the conclusion of
the process.
Please contact Monique
at 475-7577 or email
livingwaters@mts.net
to
register.

Spring 2012 Bereavement Process
April 9

Blessed Are Those Who Mourn
Introductions
Understanding Grief

April 16

Clay in the Potter’s Hands
A New Reality Emerges Through Loss

April 23

Witnessing the Mystery
The Power of Love

April 30

Obstacles on the Journey

May 7

Seeking Christ in Sorrow
Untying the Old to Live in the Present

May 14

Finding Joy
Gratitude in the Midst of Dark Times

May 28 The Gift of Christ’s Resurrection
Life is Changed… Not Ended
June 4

Discerning a New Identity
Who Am I Now?
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Stubborn myths surround and thwart social justice

S

tubborn myths surround social justice,
says a Venezuelan professor, lawyer and Jesuit priest
who has taught ethics and
human rights and lived and
worked among the poor in
a Caracas slum.
“The untruths must be
eliminated,” said Fr. Eduardo Soto Parra at the St.
Ignatius Church Adult
Education Centre Feb.1,
“in order to reach an understanding of social justice, and its applicability
to our task as followers of
Jesus Christ, as human beings who want to share this
world as a gift from God,
fairly with others.”
Soto Parra said the ﬁrst
myth of social justice is
that people get what they
deserve. “That has been
strongly attached to the
notion of justice throughout the years,” he said. “It
is a myth to say someone
deserves to be poor because they are lazy, or they
are addicts, or they are
refugees.”
He said the myth of the
impartiality of law “is an
assumption that hides the
inequality and injustice
suffered by aboriginal people and women. The fact is
there is one culture that
dominates another,” Soto

Fr. Eduardo
Soto Parra s.j.
Parra said, be it a white
culture, or a male culture.
Soto Parra said to say the
rule of a democratic majority is responsible for
justice “is like saying ‘the
state is responsible for everything, I’m not responsible for anything.’ State’s
responsibility is a myth
that blinds a man from an
accurate concept of what
social justice is.”
Soto Parra has taught
Ethics and Human Rights
at the Institiuto Universitario Jesus Obrero in
Caracas, Venezuela and,
from 2005-2011, was a
professor in philosophy
and law at the Universidad
Catolica Andres Bello in

Caracas. He lived in a Caracas slum where he was
actively involved in public
school education and also
worked as a lawyer with
Jesuit Refugee Service International in Brazil, Panama and Venezuela.
Soto Parra currently lives
with parolees from Stony
Mountain Penitentiary at
Quixote House in downtown Winnipeg, created by
the Winnipeg Jesuit community as a safe place that
provides men leaving prison a chance to live, at least
for a time, in a supportive
environment as they look
for new opportunities.
“Social justice pleads
for a humanity that could
make progress in the respect of environmental
resources for future generations,” Soto Parra said.
“But even though there
is increasing sensibility
around the harm that industrialization has done
to nature, the people and
communities most affected
by pollution don’t play a
signiﬁcant role in the decision-making process.”
Soto Parra described social justice as “a personal
attitude characterized by a
moral righteousness which
invites us to a greater
struggle beginning with

ourselves. This demands
that we ﬁght against ideologies which have driven
social injustice not only
abroad but very close to us
in ways that are both subtle
and blatant.”
Soto Parra told a story
of his ﬁrst day of ministry
in a hospital in Venezuela. He said he thought he
knew hospitals being the
son of two pediatricians
who worked in clean, organized, happy nurseries.
He discovered the hospital he was to work in was
ill-equipped, dirty and
smelly. He wanted to run.
“And then I thought ‘am
I thinking of them or am I
thinking of me?’ I said to
myself, ‘I can help them
today and I won’t think
about tomorrow.’ And that
is the greatest struggle of
social justice, it is with
ourselves.” Soto Parra
said. “The lesser struggle
is with those who inﬂict
social injustice.”
Soto Parra said all Catholics and Christians must
maintain a link to the issues of justice, “and all of
us must question our role
in social justice.”
Contributed by
James Buchok

Organ donation a genuine act of love and charity

K

aren Millar was a
healthy
18-year-old
with no family history of cardiac problems when her 10year journey to a heart transplant began. Three months
ago she received an organ
donation. Pope Benedict
XVI describes organ donations as “an act of love ... that
remains as a genuine witness
of charity which knows how
to look beyond death so that
life always wins.”
“How do you thank someone for giving you your
life?,” asked Millar. “I just
want to give this heart a good
home,” she said, speaking at
the St. Gianna’s Parish Centre March 7. “I’ve seen this
whole process as a gift and
now, I wouldn’t have wanted to not go through this.”
Millar was joined in the
presentation on organ donation by Jillian Barrott, communications
coordinator
with Transplant Manitoba.
Barrott said in Canada 4,300
people are awaiting an organ
and in 2010, 247 Canadians
died as they waited.
In June, 2010 Barrott’s 54year-old uncle suffered a fatal brain bleed and what gave
grieving family members a
measure of hope and relief
was his donation of his organs to save the lives of others. “It was a gift of life and
it was a gift to us,” she said.
Barrott began working with
Transplant Manitoba a year
ago and said she thanks her
uncle “for introducing me to
this wonderful world.”
“Some of the people who

Heart transplant recipient Karen Millar, left, and
Jillian Barrott, communications coordinator with
Transplant Manitoba.
are waiting don’t even look
sick but all are experiencing
a reduction in the quality of
their lives,” Barrott said.
Organs that can be donated
include the kidneys, liver,
heart, lungs, pancreas and
small bowel. Because there
are two kidneys and two
lungs and the liver can be
divided between two recipients, one donor can save the
lives of six people or more.
The ﬁrst step to becoming
an organ donor is to sign
a donor card which can be
printed from the Transplant
Manitoba website and is
also available by contacting Transplant Manitoba. If
under the age of 18 a parent must co-sign the donor
card.
But, said Barrott, the second step is the more important one and that is to

tell your family about your
wishes. Transplant Manitoba will ask your family to
give their consent to donation on your behalf. Once
in hospital, there is usually
no chance to discuss donation with the potential donor. One can also be a living
kidney donor who chooses
to donate a kidney to someone they know.
In 2011 Transplant Manitoba oversaw six lung
transplants, 39 kidney transplants (from living and deceased donors), three liver
transplants performed out
of province and six heart
transplants performed out of
province.
Millar said it all began
one day when she fainted at
the gym and that led to the
discovery of a faint heart
murmur. A deﬁbrillator was

implanted as a precaution
and she lived a normal life
for the next six years. In
late 2009 she was suffering
through weeks of stomach
pain and was in and out of
emergency rooms being told
it was the ﬂu. Then, when
she was again back in an
emergency room, her heart
failed and her deﬁbrillator
ﬁred. “I felt like I’d been
shot,” Millar said. She was
minutes from dying. She
was put on a respirator and
intravenous drugs and eventually recovered to the point
where she could breathe on
her own with a left ventricular assist device (LVAD), an
implanted pump that helps
send blood from the heart
to the rest of the body. Her
name was placed on the
heart recipient waiting list.
She returned to a normal
life, even continuing going to the gym, except the
LVAD’s external batteries
“the size of VHS tapes” had
to go with her everywhere,
usually in a bag or purse.
On Jan. 5 she received a
late night phone call and
hours later she was in a
small plane bound for Ottawa with her parents and
sister. The next day she had
her new heart.
Millar said the experience
contained “every emotion
you can imagine. I will devote my life to spreading
awareness of organ donation, ” she said.
Contributed by
James Buchok

The View from
Micah House

“Go into the whole world
and preach the gospel,
the Good News!”

O

ne of the Gospel’s teaching is Justice: The discipleship of following Jesus, the art of sharing and
providing for the needs of everyone.
Are there needs in our society? They read like a litany
of woe: Lack of housing, of food, of clothing, lack of
safety, lack of respect for life and those who differ from
the majority. The list is short here and somewhat sterile.
It hides a detailed history of suffering.
There are those who, like Jesus, have nowhere to lay
their head. Because of a lack of work or skills they are
left with the choice of going to a shelter where the noise
continues throughout the night (and where the bedbugs
lack no food), or a bus shelter, or under some stairs, or
in the bush. There are mothers who are unable to access
affordable housing and lose their children to care. There
is the once successful CEO who is reduced to ‘dumpster diving’ for food and other necessities because the
pressures of the job have led to addiction, and the beloved son or daughter who shouts out in the streets or in
an apartment because the schizophrenic voices in their
heads have to be drowned out.
Scripture is ﬁlled with stories similar to the ones detailed above; stories of people suffering. And Jesus has
compassion on each one he encounters. He cures the
blind man, heals the daughter of Jairus, is gentle with
the woman who washes his feet and dries them with her
hair. “Neither will I condemn you” he says to the woman caught in adultery. “Go and sin no more.”
In the letter of St. Paul to the Romans, he says, “I consider that the sufferings of the present time are not worthy comparing with the glory about to be revealed. For
all of creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God.” And those children of God
are each one of us. We are called to alleviate suffering
where we can. Who of us stands up for the homeless and
works to provide affordable shelter? Can we accompany
those who suffer from a mental illness and allow them
to know that they are loved and do not carry a stigma?
Are we willing to sit down with the hungry and share
our food? Is there room in our hearts to sponsor a child
to participate in activities that are taken for granted by
your own children? Perhaps you stand in solidarity with
those who are treated unfairly, whose salary makes it
almost impossible to care for a family. The Church
teaches that the family is of central importance. It is the
responsibility of all of us to advocate for the rights of
the family and stand in solidarity with it.
This time of Lent which is leading to Good Friday and
the death and resurrection of Jesus, is a good time in
union with Jesus to take up our Cross and follow Him.
Sr. Johanna Jonker has been the coordinator at
Micah House, The Catholic Centre for Social Justice,
since its creation in 2002. Sr. Johanna has announced
she is retiring from the position on May 31.
Micah House is located at
1039 Main Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba
R2W 3R2
Phone: (204) 589-5393
Email: sjustice@mts.net
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Dedication to education

The Archbishop’s Message
My sisters and
brothers in Christ,
As
Manitobans
we are aware of the
need for reconciliation between the First
Nations peoples and
those of us who have
come to live here during the last two centuries. We are becoming
more and more aware that our ancestors made
treaties and many of the commitments made in
the treaties have not been honored. So much of
the suffering of many of the Aboriginal peoples
is a result of this unfairness. We need to build
a future together. There cannot be winners and
losers. If the First Nations people lose, Manitoba
will lose and everyone in Manitoba will lose, so
it’s important to see that this is a challenge facing
each one of us.
One of the most contentious historical realities
still facing us is the question of the residential
schools. Quite apart from the issues of motivation and the heroic work of many good people,
we know now that the reality of the schools, the
separation from family and community, the loss
of culture and language and the violence, both
physical and sexual visited on many, has created
a painful and debilitating reality for so many individuals, families and communities.
The Canadian Churches have gradually come
to see the schools and their history in the way
the Aboriginal communities see them. To try to
repair the damage, the Government, churches
and the Aboriginal peoples concluded a historical settlement in 2006. The communities of the
Catholic Church involved in the schools, dioceses and religious orders, agreed to a payment
of money, a ten year commitment to in kind services and programs of healing and a nation-wide
campaign to establish a fund for healing and education for those who suffer the inter-generational
effects of the schools. To honor our commitment,
the Catholic Church in Manitoba will be having
a collection in all the churches of the province on
the weekend of May 6, 2012.
The leadership of the First Nations and of the
Church have identiﬁed very speciﬁc projects
that will be funded. Returning to Spirit, a very
successful workshop bringing together both
Aboriginals and non-aboriginals takes pride of
place. The fund will provide scholarships for
First Nation students who enroll in the Arthur
Mauro Center for Peace and Justice at St. Paul’s
College. There are programs for literacy at Rossbrook House and for cultural awareness at Ma
Mawi Wi Chi Itata Cente in Winnipeg. There
are also some very creative educational projects
through Red River College and the University of
the North. These projects for healing and education are very promising for our futures together.
I earnestly request that everyone in the Archdiocese look carefully at this need and I invite
you to respond generously to the collection.
Together we can make a difference.

+V. James Weisgerber
Archbishop of Winnipeg

Archbishop Weisgerber poses with Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and
Mary Feb. 16 at St. Ignatius Church hall following the presentation to the sisters of the third annual Archbishop’s Award for Service and Leadership to
Catholic Education. At far right is Archdiocese of Winnipeg Director of Catholic Education Robert Praznik. See story on page 3.

Monday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Saturday

Archbishop Weisgerber’s Schedule

April 2 7:30 pm
April 5 7:30 pm
April 6 3:00 pm
April 7 8:00 pm
April 13 12:00 pm
7:30 pm
April 14 9:00 am
April 15 10:30 am
April 18 7:00 pm
April 19 10:00 am
April 20 5:00 pm
April 21 4:30 pm
April 22 11:00 am
April 24 6:00 pm
April 25 9:30 am
7:00 pm
April 28 12:30 pm
5:00 pm
April 29 11:00 am
April 30 2:00 pm

Sunday
Monday
April 30-May 4
Saturday
May 5 6:00 pm
Sunday
May 6 9:30 am
2:30 pm
Tuesday
Wednesday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Tuesday
Thursday
Saturday
Sunday
May 21-22
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Thursday

May 8 7:00 am
7:30 pm
May 9 6:00 pm
May 11 7:00 pm
May 12 7:30pm
May 13
May 15
May 17
May 19
May 20

2:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
11:00 am

May 23
May 24
May 25
May 26
May 27
May 31

Friday
Saturday

7:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
5:00 pm
10:30 am
10:00 am
7:00 pm
June 1 7:00 pm
June 2 4:00 pm

Sunday
Wednesday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Saturday
Sunday
Wednesday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

June 3 10:00 am
June 6 7:00 pm
June 8 7:00 pm
June 9 5:30 pm
June 10 11:00 am
June 16 7:00 pm
June 17 11:30 am
June 20 4:00 pm
June 22 7:00 pm
June 23 5:00 pm
June 24 12:00 pm

Mass of Chrism, St. Mary’s Cathedral
Mass of the Lord’s Supper, St. Mary’s Cathedral
Good Friday Service, St. Mary’s Cathedral
Easter Vigil, St. Mary’s Cathedral
Mass, St. Paul’s High School, Winnipeg
Confirmation, St. John Cantius Parish, Winnipeg
Nathanael Presentation, Winnipeg
Confirmation, Immaculate Conception Parish, Fisher Branch
Community Building Committee , Winnipeg
School Pastors’ Meeting, Winnipeg
Diocesan Catholic Women’s League Convention, Selkirk
Confirmation, St. Gianna’s Parish, Winnipeg
Confirmation, St. Hedwig’s Parish, Brandon
Caritas Award Dinner, Winnipeg
Catholic Schools’ Spirit Day, Winnipeg
Confirmation, St. Vital Parish, Winnipeg
Youth Rally, Winnipeg
Confirmation, Holy Ghost Parish, Winnipeg
Confirmation, St. Michael’s Parish, Gimli
Council of Priests Meeting, Portage la Prairie
Priests’ Retreat, Portage la Prairie
Knights of Columbus State Convention, Winnipeg
Confirmation, Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, Winnipeg
Ground Breaking for New Church, St. Gianna’s Parish,
Winnipeg
Mass, Missionaries of Charity, Winnipeg
Confirmation, St. Ignatius Parish, Winnipeg
Advisory Council on Catholic Education, Winnipeg
Confirmation, St. Augustine’s Parish, Brandon
Blessing of new Addition, St. Joseph the Worker Parish,
Russell
Dedication of Holy Family Cathedral, Saskatoon, Sask.
Confirmation, St. Joseph’s Parish, Winnipeg
Confirmation, St. John Brebeuf Parish, Winnipeg
Confirmation, St. Viator’s Parish, Dauphin
Confirmation, Ste. Rose de Lima Parish, Ste Rose du Lac
Manitoba Bishops’ Meeting
Confirmation, Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish, Winnipeg
Confirmation, St. Anthony of Padua Parish (WK), Winnipeg
Confirmation, St. Charles’ Parish, Winnipeg
Confirmation, St. Mary’s Cathedral
Confirmation, St. Antoninus Parish, Deloraine
Ecumenical Bishops’ Meeting, Winnipeg
Confirmation, St. Paul the Apostle Parish, Winnipeg
Confirmation, St. Theresa’s Parish, West St. Paul
Provincial Catholic Women’s League Convention
St. Charles’ Parish, Winnipeg
Confirmation, St. Lazare Parish, St. Lazare
Confirmation, St. Peter’s Parish, Winnipeg
Confirmation, St. Patrick’s Parish, Winnipeg
Confirmation, St. Edward’s Parish, Winnipeg
Confirmation, St. Alphonsus’ Parish, Minnedosa
Confirmation, St. Dominic’s Parish, Neepawa
Confirmation, Immaculate Conception Parish, Winnipeg
Archdiocesan Finance Council, Winnipeg
Confirmation, Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha Parish, Winnipeg
Mass for Parish Fiesta, St. Peter’s Parish, Winnipeg
Confirmation, Holy Rosary Parish, Winnipeg

