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Anishinaabe elders and 
community leaders 

adopted Archbishop James 
Weisgerber as their brother 
April 14, in a traditional 
ceremony at Thunderbird 
House in Winnipeg, the first 
event of its kind in the rec-
onciliation between Indian 
residential school survivors 
and missionary churches.
“This is part of a long 

journey for me,” Weisger-
ber said. As a priest in Sas-
katchewan he had been a 
pastoral minister at four of 
what were then called Indian 
reserves, “but nobody ever 
talked about the residential 
schools,” he said. In 1990, 
Phil Fontaine, former Na-
tional Chief of the Assem-
bly of First Nations “made 
a public declaration and re-
leased a huge barrage, and 
more people began speaking 
and I began to understand,” 
Weisgerber said.
During the ceremony Fon-

taine, widely regarded for 
bringing about the Indian 
Residential School Agree-
ment in 2005 and the formal 
apology of the Government 
of Canada in 2008, offered 

his own apology to the Cath-
olic Church. “My bitterness 
and anger hurt many good 
people dedicated to our well 
being and I only focused 
on the people who hurt us,” 
Fontaine said. “I tarred ev-
eryone with the same brush 
and I was wrong. As you 
apologized to me on more 
than one occasion I apolo-
gize to you,” he said. 
Fontaine was one of four 

leaders to adopt the archbish-
op. The others were Toba-
sonakwut Kinew, an Anishi-
naabe elder, pipecarrier and a 
member of the Mideiwin, an 
Aboriginal medicine society; 
Fred Kelly, an Anishinabe 
elder and a member of the 
Mideiwin, and a member of 
the team that negotiated the 
Indian Residential School 
Agreement; and Bert Fon-
taine, brother of Phil Fon-
taine and a leader in the Sag-
keeng First Nation. All are 
residential school survivors. 
From 1820 to the 1970s, 

the Canadian government 
forcibly removed aboriginal 
children from their homes 
and placed them in residen-
tial schools run by churches. 

Many of the children suffered 
abuse at the hands of those 
who operated the schools.
In 2009, as president of 

the Canadian Conference 
of Catholic Bishops, Weis-
gerber asked Pope Benedict 
XVI to meet with a delega-
tion of school survivors to 
acknowledge their pain and 
suffering. Kinew and Phil 
Fontaine, then National 

Chief, were part of the group 
that travelled to the Vatican 
to hear the Pope address the 
Catholic church’s involve-
ment in the residential school 
system and offer his personal 
apology.
“The pope told us we need 

to move ahead, we need to 
work on reconciliation,” 
Weisgerber said.
“This ceremony is a big 

sign but we have a lot of 
work to do in the church and 
in the community of Manito-
ba. This ceremony brings all 
of us into a relationship that 
will enrich our lives.” 
The men shared a ceremo-

nial pipe to the sounds of 
singing and drumming and 
exchanged gifts. The arch-
bishop received a blanket 

decorated with the four co-
lours of the Anishinaabe 
people while he presented 
his four new brothers with 
rosaries.
The ceremony, called 

Naabaagoondiwin is tra-
ditionally carried out by 
families to welcome a new 
relative, or to welcome new-
comers into their territory or 
bring peace between war-
ring nations, feuding fami-
lies or rival villages. 
“I have accepted James 

Weisgerber as part of my 
family, as my brother,” 
Kinew said. “We are now 
prepared to move ahead as 
brothers and sisters. I leave 
the past of the residential 
schools behind me.”
“The ceremony is a public 

event so that more survi-
vors, the generation follow-
ing who are still impacted, 
and leaders can witness the 
historic and unbreakable 
bond that will be made,” 
Kinew said.

Contributed by
James Buchok

Archbishop Weisgerber adopted as a brother by Anishinaabe elders 

The Archdiocese of Win-
nipeg broke ground 

for a church for the Parish 
Community of St. Gianna’s 
on May 6. St. Gianna’s is 
the first new Parish estab-
lished in the Archdiocese of 
Winnipeg since 1979.
Archbishop Weisgerber 

and Reverend Darrin Gurr, 
the Pastor of St. Gianna’s 
Parish, turned the first sod, 
followed by representa-
tives of the Parish Com-
munity. Later, all present, 
who wished to do so, were 
invited to come forward and 
join in the ceremonial sod 
turning.
“This is a joyful day,” said 

Weisgerber, “and one that 
fills us with thanksgiving. It 
is a day of real hope.”
Gurr hopes to celebrate the 

first Mass in the new church 
in Southwest Winnipeg on 
the first Sunday of Advent 
in 2013. Fr. Gurr became 
emotional as he expressed 
“my gratitude to God for 
this incredible journey that 
He has brought us on. Many 
have been with us from the 

first days and others have 
joined along the way. We 
have arrived in this place as 
very different people.”
Gurr thanked the church’s 

committees, ministries, the 
architect and designers and 
“everyone who believed 
and made such great sacri-
fices along the way.”
The parish began as the 

Roman Catholic Com-
munity of Whyte Ridge, 
Linden Ridge and Linden 
Woods and celebrated its 
first Sunday liturgy with 90 
registered families in Sept., 
2004 at the nearby Winni-
peg Technical College. On 
its first anniversary in Sept. 
2005, it officially became 
St. Gianna’s Parish. Masses 
have continued at the col-
lege while the community, 
which has grown to 350 
families, spent the last eight 
years working toward the 
new church building.
The 300 people who at-

tended the sod turning un-
der cool grey skies that gave 
way to warm sunshine, were 
reminded by Weisgerber that 

the Church is not a building. 
“You are the living stones of 
the church,” the archbishop 
said, referring to the scrip-
ture read at the ceremony 
from First Peter. “But we 
need a building to house us 
and we need a building that 
expresses who we are as 
God’s people,” Weisgerber 
said. “It is a sign that we are 
here to serve the communi-
ty. It will become our home 
where we can become those 
living stones.”
The unique features of the 

new 500-seat church include 
a perpetual adoration chapel 
to be known as the Chapel 
of the Divine Mercy, avail-
able for adoration of the eu-
charist without interruption 
24 hours a day, seven days 
a week. 
The church’s lower lever 

will house the Living Waters 
Columbarium containing 
2,000 niches, each a cubic 
foot, to house two urns for 
the repose of the cremated 
remains of loved ones. A 
second phase of construc-
tion will double the number 

of spaces for urns. 
A baptismal font in the 

church foyer on the main 
floor will have a glass floor 
bringing light into the co-
lumbarium below and con-
necting the two sacred struc-
tures. It is the first church in 
North America to bear the 
name of St. Gianna. 
Gianna Beretta Molla 

(1922 – 1962) was an Italian 
pediatrician, and a devout 
Catholic wife and mother 
who, while pregnant with 
her fourth child, refused 
an abortion despite warn-
ings that continuing with 

the pregnancy could result 
in her death. The child was 
born on Good Friday and 
Gianna died a week later.
The miracle recognized in 

order for canonization in-
volved a pregnant woman 
who was told by doctors 
due to rare circumstances 
there was no chance for her 
baby’s survival. She said she 
prayed to Gianna Molla ask-
ing for her intercession, and 
was able to deliver a healthy 
baby.
St. Gianna was canonized 

by Pope John Paul II in 
2004. Her husband and their 

last child were present at 
the canonization ceremony, 
the first time in the history 
of the Church that a hus-
band witnessed his wife’s 
canonization. St. Gianna is 
a patron saint for mothers, 
physicians, and unborn chil-
dren.
In August 2006, Gurr made 

a pilgrimage to Magenta, It-
aly to meet the family of St. 
Gianna and received from 
her husband a first class rel-
ic for the new parish. 

Contributed by
James Buchok

Archdiocese turns sod for  
St. Gianna’s Church

Phil Fontaine, former National Chief  of  the Assembly of  First Nations, Arch-
bishop James Weisgerber and Anishinaabe elder Tobasonakwut Kinew.

Archbishop Weisgerber and Father Darrin Gurr, accompanied by the Knights 
of  Columbus, perform the sod turning for St. Gianna Beretta Molla Church.
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Public Way of the Cross

Rev. Barry Schoonbaert, 
Pastor at St. Vital Church,  

and Archbishop Weisgerber, 
lead a crowd of  more than 

a thousand people from 
the church as it hosted the 
Archdiocese of  Winnipeg’s 
25th Annual Public Way of  
the Cross on Good Friday, 

April 6. The procession 
followed a 2.3 km route 

through Fort Garry, singing 
and stopping along the way 

for prayer and reflection 
on the theme of  

He Came to Give us Life. 

In Support of Our Seminarians!
Early Bird Entry Fee $179 per Golfer 

(By June 15th) 
$209 after June 15th
Entry Fee includes: 

Sunday evening pre-tournament BBQ at 
St. Anthony of Padua Church, 

250 Burrin Ave,  for golfers and a guest
 Golf Day Lunch

18 holes of golf; power cart; 1st Tee Gift 
Post Golf Banquet

All Proceeds go to the 
Archdiocese of Winnipeg 

Vocations & Seminarian Fund
To register or for  information contact: 

Dan Potvin, 
Director of Stewardship & Development

Phone: 452-2227 ext. 228
Email: danpotvin@archwinnipeg.ca

Join the celebra�on!

REV. FR. VIC TUNGOLH 
48TH ORDINATION 

ANNIVERSARY 
AND RETIREMENT

In 1996, Fr. Vic arrived in Canada to 
work in the Archdiocese of Winni-
peg. He was assigned to parishes 

throughout the Archdiocese. Finally, in 2008, he was assigned to 
St. Patrick Parish as his last assignment to complete his service to 
the Lord.

St. Patrick Parish Pastoral Stewardship Commi�ee will be honour-
ing his re�rement with  thanksgiving Mass on July 1, 2012 at 11:30 
AM at St. Patrick Church  followed by a re�rement party on July 6, 
2012 at Canad Inns—Polo Park at 6 PM. Ticket cost: $40.00.

We are also launching a souvenir album to remember all the 
wonderful moments and friendship we made with him.  

Thank you for the support. For more informa�on, please contact 
Anthony Balbuena at (204) 774-7307 or Rose Balbuena at (204) 
951- 8937.  Email:stpatrick parish@shawcable.com

BREEZY BEND 
GOLF & 

COUNTRY CLUB 
MON.  JULY 23 

12 P.M. SHOTGUN 
START

Serra Club Barbecue 
All priests and deacons in the Archdiocese of Winnipeg  
are invited to  a Serra Club Barbecue
June 14 at 6 p.m.  
St. John Brebeuf Church. 
RSVP is appreciated. Please call Irene at (204) 487-7934. 



Following consultations 
called for in Canon 

Law, Archbishop of Win-
nipeg James Weisgerber 
announces the following 
changes in personnel ef-
fective July 3, 2012, unless 
otherwise noted.

Retirement
Reverend Vicente L. 

Tungolh retires as Pastor 
of St. Patrick’s Parish in 
Winnipeg. “We are grate-
ful for Father Tungolh’s 47 
years of service as a priest, 
the last 17 in the Archdio-
cese of Winnipeg,” said 
Weisgerber. 

Pastors
Reverend Boguslaw 

Wardzinski becomes Pas-
tor of St. Joseph’s Parish in 
Winnipeg.
Reverend Diosdado P. 

Parrenas becomes Pastor 
of St. Anthony of Padua 
(Hungarian) Parish and 
Our Lady of Lourdes Par-
ish in Winnipeg. 
Reverend Stan Gacek 

becomes Pastor of Notre 
Dame Parish in Selkirk and 
St. Anne’s Church in Pe-
tersfield.
Reverend Ceas Chmiel 

becomes Pastor of Blessed 
Sacrament Parish in Elie 
and St. Eustache Parish in 
St. Eustache.
Reverend Mike N. 

Nwosu becomes Pastor 
of St. Michael’s Parish in 
Gimli, Our Lady of the 
Lake Church in Winnipeg 
Beach and St. Benedict’s 
Church in Camp Morton.
Reverend Wayne G. 

Morrissey becomes Pas-
tor of Our Lady of Victory 
Parish in Winnipeg. 
Reverend Robert P. Polz, 

currently Parochial Ad-
ministrator of St. Nicholas 
Tavelich Parish becomes 
Pastor of St. Nicholas 
Tavelich Parish in Winni-
peg effective immediately. 
Reverend Dominic D. 

Yuen becomes Pastor of 
St. Anthony of Padua Par-
ish (West Kildonan) in 
Winnipeg. 
Reverend Jose F. Cabral 

becomes Pastor of Our 
Lady of the Angels Parish 
in Amaranth, Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Parish in Sandy 
Bay and Assumption of Our 
Lady Church in Alonsa.
Reverend R. Darius 

Biliran becomes Pastor of 

Immaculate Conception 
Parish, Fisher Branch, St. 
Philip Neri Parish, Arborg 
and Holy Cross Parish, 
Ashern. 
Reverend Roy George 

Vazhaplankudiyil be-
comes Pastor of St. Co-
lumba Parish in Swan Riv-
er and the reduced service 
Missions of St. Ellen’s in 
Barrows, Sacred Heart in 
Birch River, Holy Family 
in Bowsman, St. Ann’s in 
Mafeking and St. Theresa’s 
in Pelican Rapids.
Reverend Kevin J. Smith 

becomes Pastor of St. 
Augustine of Canterbury 
Parish in Brandon and St. 
Mary’s Church in Souris. 
Reverend Paul A. Bis-

son becomes Pastor of St. 
Antoninus Parish in Delo-
raine, St Joseph’s Church in 
Boissevain and St. Mary’s 
Church in Melita. 
Reverend James W. De-

Beer becomes Pastor of 
Christ the King Parish in 
Stonewall, St. Joseph’s Par-
ish in Stony Mountain and 
St. John Vianney Church 
in Teulon and the reduced 
service Mission of St. Ce-
cilia in Inwood. 

Reverend Mark E. Fil-
ips becomes Pastor of St. 
Jude’s Parish, Erickson, 
St. Alphonsus Church, 
Minnedosa and Sacred 
Heart Church in Elphin-
stone and the reduced 
service Mission of St. 
Elizabeth of Hungary in 
Polonia. 
Parochial Administrator
Reverend James Ah-

aneku becomes Parochial 
Administrator of Sacred 
Heart Parish, Roblin, 
Ste. Claire’s Parish in 
San Clara, St. Margaret’s 
Church, Grandview and 

Guardian Angels Church, 
Gilbert Plains.
Reverend Dindo V. Pepi-

to becomes Parochial Ad-
ministrator of St. Patrick’s 
Parish in Winnipeg.
“I am grateful for the spirit 

of co-operation expressed 
by all those priests who are 
assuming new responsibili-
ties this summer,” the arch-
bishop said, adding that the 
archdiocese is expecting 
the arrival of three priests 
from the diocese of Tagbi-
laran in the Philippines to 
be assigned to parishes af-
ter their arrival.

Catholic Cemeteries Management Inc. is the organization responsible for operating and main-
taining Assumption Cemetery and St. Mary’s Cemetery in the Archdiocese of Winnipeg.  

In order to continue providing quality options and facilities as times and attitudes change, it is 
important for us to know what the needs and preferences of our community are.  To this end we 
are conducting an online survey which will only take a few minutes of your time to complete. 
Your answers will provide us with important background information that will assist us in mak-
ing decisions about future developments and planning.  The survey can be found at the following 
link for the month of June -  https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/NFQFGPF.  For those who do not 
have internet access and would like to participate in the survey, please call our office at 888-7557 
and we will send a copy of the survey to you.  

The New Wine Press  •  3June 2012

Archbishop announces personnel appointments

Reverend 
Stan Gacek

Reverend  
Dominic D. Yuen

Reverend 
Robert P. Polz

Reverend 
Diosdado P. Parrenas

Reverend 
Boguslaw Wardzinski 

Reverend 
Wayne G. Morrissey

Reverend 
Ceas Chmiel

Reverend 
Vicente L. Tungolh

Reverend 
Jose F. Cabral

Reverend 
Mike N. Nwosu

Reverend 
Paul A. Bisson

Reverend  
James Ahaneku

Reverend 
Mark E. Filips

Reverend Roy George 
Vazhaplankudiyil 

Reverend 
James W. DeBeer

Reverend 
R. Darius Biliran

Reverend 
Dindo V. Pepito

Catholic Cemeteries Survey

Reverend 
Kevin J. Smith



June 2012 4 • The New Wine Press

On April 28, 250 youth 
and young adults came 

together for a day of  faith, 
fellowship, fun and food. The 
theme for this year’s Catholic 
Youth Rally was, Catholi-
cism: Top Ten Things to Trea-
sure. Participants were en-
couraged to learn more about 
many topics including prayer, 
Mass, the sacraments, voca-
tions, the saints, social justice 
and more; all the while build-
ing friendships with other 
young people from the wider 
Catholic community.  
Clay Imoo, this year’s 

speaker, used stories, music, 
games and videos to engage 
the young people. A native of 

Vancouver, Clay started the 
day in a Canucks jersey, 
which he later traded in for 
a Winnipeg Jets t-shirt to the 
amusement of the crowd. 
Calling Winnipeg his new 
“home away from home,” 
he described being greatly 
encouraged by the faith of 
the young people, as well as 
their willingness to be open 
and honest about their own 
struggles and joys.  
Dan Potvin, Director of 

Stewardship for the Archdio-
cese of Winnipeg, was also 
on hand for the afternoon to 
present participants with a 
talk on virtues and how they 
help us to become more ef-

fective disciples. 
During his homily at Mass, 

Fr. Michael Koryluk used his 
own stuffed sheep to illus-
trate Jesus’ role as the Good 
Shepherd. Both Archbishop 
Weisgerber and Archbishop 
LeGatt were present to share 
in aspects of the day with the 
youth.
Preparation for the rally 

began in late January and 

involved members from the 
host parish of Immaculate 
Conception, Winnipeg, as 
well as other young adults 
and adults. Some volunteers 
drove an hour or more to 
come to planning meetings, 
and many came to meetings 
between university exams 
and work shifts in order to 
ensure the event’s success. 
In addition more than 40 vol-

unteers helped to provide op-
portunities for participants to 
encounter Jesus powerfully 
in the various elements of the 
day. 
The gathering’s main goal 

was to help young people 
encounter Christ and grow 
in their relationship with 
him. Those who attended 
described the annual event 
as being one where they can 
see that the young Church in 

Manitoba is alive, and that 
they are definitely not alone 
in their faith.  

Contributed by
Erin Kinsella
Director of Youth and 
Young Adult Ministry
Archdiocese of Winnipeg

Clayton Imoo speaks to 250 young people from the 
Archdioceses of Winnipeg and St. Boniface, and 
the Ukrainian Archeparchy at Youth Rally 2012.

The annual March for Life 
in Winnipeg brought to-

gether almost 450 people on 
May 10 to celebrate life and 
affirm its sacredness from 
conception to natural death. 
This year’s march drew the 
largest crowd in the history of 
its presence in Manitoba. 
People gathered at the Forks 

to hear Archbishop Weisger-
ber’s opening remarks, and 
joined him in prayer for the 
events of the day, as well as 
the continuing events that are 
part of the pro-life movement 
in Canada. 
As the crowd moved from 

the Forks to the Manitoba 
Legislature, rain held off 
and marchers heard moving 
speeches from a number of 
workers in the pro-life move-
ment. Particularly moving 
was a testimony from a wom-
an who spoke about her three 
past abortions. Now childless, 
and having had three miscar-
riages, she spoke about the 
need for families to educate 
their young people in the vir-
tue of purity. 
Winnipeg police were on 

hand to lead the march from 
the Forks to the Legislature, 

and commented to an on-
looker who was snapping 
some pictures, “I hope you 
have some good batteries; it’s 
a pretty long line this year!” 
Of particular note was the 

presence of young people at 
the event. At least half of this 
year’s participants were under 
the age of 35, and their pres-
ence indicates a growing af-
firmation of the innate value 
of life, and opposition to all 
actions that seek to devalue 
human life at any stage. 
This year’s National March 

in Ottawa was attended by 
19,500 people and a Win-
nipeg March leader told the 
crowd he hopes to see the 
same kind of numbers in 
Winnipeg in the future.
In closing the march, he 

shared the urgency of the 
message: “We need to speak 
about this issue, because it’s a 
matter of life and death. “

Contributed by
Erin Kinsella
Director of Youth and 
Young Adult Ministry
Archdiocese of Winnipeg

Rally volunteers celebrate the end of  a rewarding 
day.

Rally encourages 
youth to appreciate 

treasures of the Faith 


































Archbishop James Weisgerber leads the crowd in opening reflection and 
prayer. At right, the crowd makes its way from the Forks to the Legislature.

Winnipeg March for Life draws biggest numbers ever
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The Winnipeg Diocesan 
Catholic Women’s 

league celebrated its 91st 
anniversary with its annual 
convention on April 20 and 
21 at Notre Dame Parish 
in Selkirk, Man. with 111 
people in attendance.
Janet Brunger, Dioc-

esan President, chaired the 
meeting and wished a spe-
cial welcome to all in atten-
dance.  Terri Scott, Nation-
al Legislation Chairperson 
brought greetings, as did 
Pat Sirski, president of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Wom-
en’s League of Canada.
Our spiritual advisor, Fr. 

Barry Schoonbaert, re-
marked on how pastors 
value the league.  Fr. Barry 
emphasized that communi-
cation is the key.  As long 
as we do not hear anything, 
we think all is good.  Fr. 
Barry mentioned that a 
good book to read is Men 
Are from Mars, Women Are 
from Venus. He said we are 
human and if you don’t 
keep reaching out to your 
clergy – we continue to 
think all is good and we are 
not needed.  
Two resolutions were pre-

sented: Mandatory Drug 
and/or Alcohol Rehabilita-
tion in Correctional Facili-
ties and Improved Living 

Conditions for First Na-
tions and Inuit Communi-
ties.  Both resolutions were 
passed and were forwarded 
to the Manitoba Provincial 
Convention for consider-
ation at its 64th annual con-
vention June 2 and 3.
Archbishop James Weis-

gerber presided at the open-

ing liturgy with Fr. Barry 
Schoonbaert and other 
priests concelebrating.
Our guest speaker Stepha-

nie Staples is a woman on 
a mission.  To help women 
find more time, energy and 
motivation to create uncom-
mon success, she started 
off with a personal story to 

which many of us could re-
late.  She had the audience 
interact with a ‘power clap’ 
and take part in completing 
areas of the talk. 
Later we did an exercise, 

breaking into groups in the 
four corners of the room.  
The ladies had fun in the 
exercise game of how to 

take good care of yourself 
and came away knowing; 
one can change.  We were 
given 5 things to help us to 
stay motivated:  Awareness  
/Accountability/Attitude/
Appreciation/Action. We 
were reminded to find little 
ways to change and to not 
take ourselves so seriously.  
We can use a Q-tip as a re-
minder, ‘quit taking it per-
sonally.’  When someone 
treats you badly remem-
ber, it is not all about you. 
Think harder, deeper and 
longer before saying some-
thing negative.  
Those who wanted could 

purchase Stephanie Sta-
ples’s book When enlight-
ening Strikes – creating a 
Mindset for Uncommon 
Success, and also her CD, 
Five “A” Principles For 
Creating A Life Of Success 
and Significance.
The convention was defi-

nitely enlightening and the 
hospitality of Notre Dame 
CWL, Selkirk, Man. was 
enjoyed by all!

Contributed by
Pat Ward
Communication Chair
Winnipeg Diocesan 
Council

Winnipeg Diocesan CWL gathered at Notre Dame Parish in Selkirk April 20 and 21.

Notre Dame, Selkirk, hosts Winnipeg Diocesan CWL 

The Archdiocese of 
Winnipeg has ad-

opted new Policies re-
garding the Offerings 
made during the Cel-
ebration of Sacraments 
and Funerals.  Follow-
ing the March meeting 
of the Council of Priests 
and later confirmed by 
the Archdiocesan Fi-
nance Council, this 
new policy is now op-
erative in all Parishes 
in the Archdiocese of 
Winnipeg.  The new 
policy is in keeping 
with canon 848 of the 
Code of Canon Law 
which mandates that 
offerings made on the 
celebration of sacra-
ments are to be deter-
mined by the diocesan 
Bishop.
From the outset  the 

new policy makes two 
things  quite clear. 
Firstly no one is to be 
denied the sacraments 
or funeral rites be-
cause they are unable 
to pay the established 
diocesan offerings.  
Secondly no offering 
is to be assessed for 
the administration of 
any of the sacraments 
except for marriage.  
The new policy states 
that on the occasion of 
the celebration of Mar-
riage or a Funeral the 
offering in the Arch-
diocese of Winnipeg is 
$200.00. The offering 
is to be given to the 
Parish where $100.00 
will be kept in the par-
ish and $100.00 will 
be given to the priest/
deacon celebrant.  In 
keeping with directives 
from Canada Revenue 
Agency, the $100.00 
given to the clergyman 
will form part of his 
income and be subject 
to taxes.
During the month 

of February sessions 
were held with Parish 
Financial Administra-
tors and Councils from 
throughout the Arch-
diocese to plan the 
implementation of this 
new policy.  The policy 
can be found on our di-
ocesan website: www.
archwinnipeg.ca. 

Archdiocese 
adopts 

new policy 
on offerings 
made on the 
celebration of 
sacraments 
and funerals

Seminarian Patrick Neufeld 
serves as cantor at year-end Mass

Archdiocese of  Winnipeg seminarian Patrick 
Neufeld served as cantor during a special 
year-end Mass May 2 at Sacred Heart School 
of  Theology, where Neufeld is studying. Mil-
waukee Auxiliary Bishop Don Hying presided 
at the liturgy. Neufeld is expected to graduate 
in the spring of  2014, and be ordained to the 
priesthood and begin serving in parish min-
istry in the Archdiocese of  Winnipeg. Sacred 
Heart, located in Hales Corners, Wis., a sub-
urb of  Milwaukee, is North America’s larg-
est seminary specializing in the formation of  
men over 30, with about 30 U.S. and Cana-
dian dioceses and religious orders using it 
for the formation of  their future priests.
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Volunteers aboard
Mercy Ships hospital

are the answer 
to many prayers 

Joanne Thibault is a 
parishioner at St. John 

Brebeuf Chiuch in Winnipeg 
and currently a 

long-term volunteer
with Mercy Ships, the 
world’s largest charity 

hospital ship that provides 
free medical care to the 

poorest of the poor 
in West Africa.

The greatest blessing 
about being a volunteer 

writer with Mercy Ships, the 
world’s largest humanitarian 
hospital ship, is sharing the 
amazing stories of hope and 
healing. I also treasure the 
beautiful friendships I form 
with the patients I am writ-
ing about. Here is the story 
of one of my most special 
friends and fellow Catholic, 
Cecile. 
A tragic ailment had befallen 

Cecile almost ten years ear-
lier. On her way home from 
Mass, Cecile felt something 
fly into her ear. She jumped 
at the sudden pain but it 
went away as quickly as it 
came. The next day the pain 
returned. Cecile went to the 
biggest hospital in Togo for 

treatment. But, given a woe-
fully underdeveloped health 
care system, no accurate 
diagnosis was possible. De-
spite a prescription for strong 
pain medication, the pain 
persisted. Different medica-
tions were prescribed, but as 
Cecile recalled, “These pills 
gave me so many side ef-
fects. I was constantly dizzy 
and my heart raced.” Cecile 
was frightened by these sen-
sations and decided to stop 
the medications. 
Initially Cecile felt better 

without the medications but 
then her condition came back 
with a vengeance. A strange 
sensation settled in Cecile’s 
cheeks and the muscles in 
her neck tensed up. Some-
thing horrible and mystify-
ing paralyzed the muscles in 
Cecile’s cheeks and jaw. Her 
lower lip no longer func-
tioned. Eating and speaking 
was very difficult. As well, 
her lip drooped open and Ce-
cile had to hold a cloth near 
her mouth to wipe away the 
constant dripping. 
Over the next three months 

Cecile went to the hospital 
weekly for massage therapy, 

to no avail. Then a final blow 
struck an already distraught 
Cecile. Because her condition 
was unsightly and she felt so 
ill at ease in the public eye, 
Cecile could no longer oper-
ate her fish monger business. 
“This was the most painful 
time of my life, and I almost 
lost hope. But, God gave me 
two very important bless-
ings. My daughters and their 
children, kept my spirits and 
hopes alive with their love. 
And, so many good people 
in my church and neighbor-
hood helped me financially 
when I could no longer oper-
ate my fish stand.” 
Cecile and her family and 

friends prayed continually 

for healing over the next few 
years. Cecile’s prayer group, 
Sacré Coeur, included a 
prayer for a medical miracle 
in their weekly intercessions.  
Then, as so many Mercy 
Ships stories go, Cecile’s 
prayers were answered. Ceci-
le was examined at the main 
patient screening in Togo and 
was given an appointment 
for a further assessment by 
Mercy Ships volunteer sur-
geon Dr. Tertius Venter. The 
prognosis from Dr. Venter 
was cause for celebration. 
“While the origin of Cecile’s 
paralysis was unknown, I de-
termined that I could tighten 
up her lip. I was able to make 
a sling from a tendon from 

her ankle and attach it from 
one cheekbone to the next. 
Her lip will be in its proper 
position and it will no longer 
droop.”
A few days after success-

ful surgery onboard the 
Africa Mercy, Cecile had 
her normal life back again. 
Her lip was firm and in per-
fect place, just in time for 
the very special Palm Sun-
day celebration she and her 
Sacré Coeur group prayed 
for so fervently. Cecile 
stood in front of her entire 
church community and they 
joyously applauded her mi-
raculous transformation. 
The smile in Cecile’s eyes 
was her testimony. The hope 

and healing of Mercy Ships 
was indeed God’s answer to 
her prayers.  
I had the great honour to 

join Cecile for her Palm Sun-
day testimony at L’Eglise 
Maria Goretti and to sit with 
her and her daughters. Ceci-
le looked radiant in the front 
pew of the church she had 
attended for fourteen years. 
Joy shone from her eyes as 
her daughter Gisele held her 
hand tenderly. At the end of 
Mass, Cecile and I hugged 
and said a prayer of thanks. 
Cecile, her journey and our 
friendship, will forever be in 
my heart. 

Joanne Thibault, first on the left, front row,  with Cecile, her family members, Sacre Coeur friends and 
Fr. Michel and his Deacons at Palm Sunday Mass at L’Eglise Maria Goretti in Lome, Togo.

Since the term ageism was 
coined in 1968 by psy-

chiatrist Robert Butler to de-
scribe discrimination against 
seniors, attitudes toward the 

elderly have improved, but 
not much, says an expert on 
aging.
Dr. Verena Menec, a profes-

sor of health sciences at the 

University of Manitoba and 
holder of a Canada Research 
Chair in Healthy Aging, says 
one indicator of ageism is the 
difficulty of attracting stu-

dents to the field of gerontol-
ogy, the study of the social, 
psychological and biological 
aspects of aging.
“They don’t want to work 

with old people,” said 
Menec, speaking at the 9th 
Annual Provincial Confer-
ence of the Long Term and 
Continuing Care Association 
of Manitoba, May 15, at the 
Victoria Inn in Winnipeg
Menec spoke on Mutual 

Respect: The Key to Excel-
lence in Care, saying a good 
first step when communicat-
ing with seniors is to elimi-
nate elder speak, also known 
as baby talk, and to not use 
terms such as “a little old 
lady like you.”
“People do no react well 

to being spoken to that way. 
They are more likely to turn 
away, to push back, scream, 
yell or cry.” At the same 
time Menec is also critical 
of health care workers who 
begin to administer a proce-
dure such as an intravenous 
therapy without even speak-
ing to the patient. “They just 
want to get the job done,” 
she said.
Menec said family mem-

bers who participated in sur-
veys in Manitoba stated that 
some  health care workers 
“have no interest in demen-
tia care whatsoever.” Others 
said “they are nice people 
but they tend to be bossy.” 

Some acknowledged that 
many health care workers 
are not properly trained for 
elder care. 
Meanwhile, staffs at per-

sonal care homes often see 
a patient’s family members 
“as a source of problems, 
annoying and interfering.” 
The health care workers also 
complained of staff shortages 
and heavy workloads leading 
to a sense of helplessness.
“Mutual respect requires 

serving the person,” Menec 
said. “It means treating the 
family as a partner, while 
family members must be less 
judgmental.” She said a per-
son holds another responsible 
without taking into account 
all of the circumstances that 
lead up to an opinion or ac-
tion. “That attitude becomes 
one of generalization and it 
accumulates over time until 
a person begins to anticipate 
and expect that someone in 
a certain position is going to 
do something to annoy them. 
These are fundamental hu-
man processes and if we be-
come aware of them we can 
change them,” Menec said. 
“There has to be openness to 
change, to a team approach, 
valuing each other’s opin-
ions and approaches. There 
are things we can work on 
everyday to make those 
changes.”
Menec was joined in the 

presentation by Norma Dros-
dowech who served six years 
on the Manitoba Council on 
Aging, an advisory commit-
tee to the Minister Responsi-
ble for Seniors. She recently 
completed a three year term 
as a citizen representative on 
the Aging Advisory Board 
of the Canadian Institutes 
of Health Research. She 
also spent many years as a 
caregiver for her mother and 
aunts.
Drosdowech said respect 

must be paid to seniors “to 
allow them to share their 
wisdom and experience” 
and she encouraged the long 
term care workers in the au-
dience to examine their own 
attitudes “and share your 
questions and concerns with 
each other.”
She said while it is valuable 

to examine theories and re-
search, the first step should 
be to look at models of ex-
cellence in long term care. 
“We need truly to create a 

home for people,” she said. 
“Each of you has the power 
of the gifts you bring to your 
profession. And your pa-
tients also have gifts to offer. 
Each one is an original work 
of art.” 

Contributed by
James Buchok

Mutual respect is the key to excellence in long term care 
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When Kairos, the Ca-
nadian faith-based 

ecumenical group working 
for social justice suddenly 
lost half its funding, $7 
million, after 34 years of 
support from the Canadian 
International Development 
Agency, the battered and 
bewildered organization re-
turned to its roots, re-exam-
ined its purpose and moved 
forward.
“Worse than losing your 

CIDA money is losing your 
soul,” said Kairos executive 
director Jennifer Henry in 
Winnipeg May 11, speak-
ing at the Canadian Catholic 
Organization for Develop-
ment and Peace Manitoba 
Regional Assembly. “In the 
first days we thought ‘how 
will we put together a bud-
get?’ But it was more im-
portant to ask who we are; 
a faithful ecumenical justice 
organization, because if we 
lose that we lose everything 
and we were reminded of 
that by our partners. People 
told us that even without 
CIDA we were still Kairos 
with an important mandate, 
a response to Micah 6:8.”
Kairos works to effect so-

cial change through advoca-
cy, education and research 
programs with 21 partner 

organizations in Africa, 
Asia, Latin America, and 
the Middle East and about 
eighty local grassroots 
groups across Canada and 
many other organizations, 
churches and individuals.
Henry is based at the Kairos 

office in Toronto but is orig-
inally from Winnipeg where 
she attended Fort Richmond 
Collegiate, the University of 
Manitoba and was a parish-
ioner at Fort Garry Angli-
can Church. She said Kairos 
believed the CIDA funding 
would always be there. “We 
didn’t think the government 
would cut off seven Cana-
dian churches.”
In December 2010 CIDA 

had in fact provided a docu-
ment to the federal Minister 
for International Coopera-
tion, Bev Oda, recommend-

ing continued support for 
Kairos, but in a now in-
famous turn of events the 
word “not” was somehow 
inserted changing it to a 
rejection. The incident re-
sulted in national media 
coverage.
“We were able to reach 

communities who had never 
heard of us because of that 
‘not.’ As we told our story 
we became reinspired,” 
Henry said. “Donations 
from individuals increased 
dramatically, not $7 million, 
but some people told us ‘I 
really got mad.’ It’s taxpay-
ers’ money and we have 
the right to decide how it is 
spent.” 
“Kairos is not going away,” 

Henry said. “We’re not just 
surviving we are thriving 
due to a change that has 
pressed us into renewal.”
Henry likened the experi-

ence to the Gospel of Mark, 
which she recommends 
should be read straight 
through “for the story that 
it is. The humanity of Jesus 
really comes through, his 
suffering and his anguish. 
Friend after friend leaves 
him or betrays him. It’s a 
story about abandonment, 
a community bewildered, 
traumatized and scattered. 

But there are clear instruc-
tions to ‘go back to Gali-
lee, he will be there.’ Go to 
where it started. Go home 
to what you know is true, 
regather your community, 
start again renewed.”
Henry said there have been 

yet further cuts to foreign 
aid, to groups such as the 
Mennonite Central Com-
mittee and D&P.  She said 
the recent federal budget 
“says scary things for the 
future of charities. It feels 
harder now to work for jus-
tice in Canada than it has for 
the 20 years I have been do-
ing this,” she said.
Henry said advocacy “has 

become a bad word and 
so has radical, I love those 
words. Radical means to get 
to the root of things, not use 
band-aid solutions. Advoca-
cy is just raising your voice 
and that is how all good 
things happen. Everything 
that we love about Canada 
is because somebody raised 
their voice. Change happens 
by raising your voice re-
spectfully and constructive-
ly. It takes tenacity to bring 
about change, it’s about de-
mocracy.”

Contributed by
James Buchok

CIDA funding or not, ‘Kairos is still Kairos’

Jennifer Henry

Indian Act destroyed ‘sacred’ 
treaties with First Nations

First Nations people 
believed that treaties 

signed with the white man 
were sacred documents, 
beneficial to both parties, 
that would protect their land 
and culture, but Canada re-
neged on the agreements 
by creating the Indian Act, 
a document of destruction, 
described as arrogant and 
racist.
“We are all treaty people, 

we are all in this together,” 
said James Wilson, Treaty 
Commissioner with the 
Treaty Relations Commis-
sion of Manitoba, during 
a discussion of the treaties 
and the Indian Act April 21 
in Winnipeg. “The treaties 
weren’t signed by just one 
side, they were not to be 
beneficial to just one side,” 
Wilson said. 
TRCM is a partnership 

between the Assembly 
of Manitoba Chiefs and 
Canada with a mandate to 
strengthen and enhance 
treaty relationship with mu-
tual respect between First 
Nations and Manitobans.
The event took place at 

Crossways In Common, 
a collective organized to 
meet the spiritual, physi-
cal and emotional needs of 
Winnipeg’s downtown West 
Broadway community. 
Wilson said the treaties, be-

ginning with Treaty 1 signed 
Aug. 13, 1871 at Lower 
Fort Garry, and witnessed 
by up to 3,000 First Nations 

people, allowed the Cana-
dian government legal ac-
cess to aboriginal land and 
resources. He said Prime 
Minister John A. Macdon-
ald was eager to unite the 
country from Manitoba to 
British Columbia.
“The First Nations knew 

they had negotiating pow-
er,” Wilson said. With buf-
falo disappearing, the rail-
way on the horizon and the 
prospect of settlers moving 
onto their land, First Na-
tions leaders saw treaties as 
a way “to protect and save 
their culture, language and 
heritage,” Wilson said.
Wilson said Treaty 5, which 

included Manitoba’s Opask-
wayak Cree Nation stated 
that ‘Her Majesty will agree 
to provide a school and a 
teacher.’ “In 1875 that was 
cutting edge,” Wilson said, 
“but what about in 2012? 
We have to look at the spirit 
and intent of the treaties.”
Dr. Jean Friesen, a spe-

cialist in Aboriginal his-
tory, treaties and rights, and 
associate professor in the 
Department of History at 
the University of Manitoba, 
said for the government the 
treaties were simply “a real 
estate deal on a very large 
scale.” 
She said the Indian Act 

of 1876 was borne out of 
the British Empire’s belief 
in its racial superiority de-
rived from the Bible. “To 
be British, Christian and 

Protestant was the high-
est achievement,” she said, 
which led to the assimila-
tion policies of the Indian 
Act of 1876 which included 
the creation of the Indian 
Residential Schools. “No 
one ever agreed to having 
their children taken from 
their homes,” to attend a 
far away church-run school, 
Friesen said. 
The treaties were to pro-

vide First Nations with 
modern farm implements, 
but the Act restricted imple-
ments to what tools they 
could make with their own 
hands. 
In the 1880s the Oak River 

Dakota Reserve in South-
west Manitoba prospered 
by growing and selling 
wheat. But the Act said they 
could not sell wheat off the 
reserve and could grow only 
what was needed for subsis-
tence. “That’s not what the 
treaty said. The government 
proposed that First Nations 
live as a peasant agricultural 
society,” Friesen said. “The 
Indian Act was a racist ide-

ology,”  
Two grade 12 students from 

St. Mary’s Academy spoke 
about how studying the his-
tory of the treaties and the 
Indian Act has given them 
insight into Manitoba’s past. 
“It’s more than memorizing 
facts and dates,” said Claire 
Aiello. “It’s about how the 
treaties affected everybody 
in the province and how 
they still do. Everybody is 
involved.”
“It’s a current issue,” said 

student Erin Teschuk. “A lot 
of people talk about it but 
without a lot of knowledge. 
They make judgments based 
on stereotypes. We can stop 
it and education is the first 
step.” 
The event was organized 

by Kairos, a coalition of 
11 Canadian church groups 
promoting human rights 
and sustainability around 
the world, with involvement 
of the Winnipeg West, River 
Heights and Northeast Win-
nipeg Kairos groups.
.
Contributed by
James Buchok

Dr. Jean Friesen, Erin Teschuk, Claire Aiello and 
James Wilson.

“Glory be to God whose power work-
ing in us can do infinitely more than we 

can ask or imagine.”  — Eph.

As I sift through the many accumulated files that 
litter my desk, many questions occur to me. It is 

perhaps fitting to share some of those questions and 
to invite some reflection on them. What is Social Jus-
tice? The papers, phone numbers, reports and statistics 
are all part of that vague but powerful phrase, Social 
Justice.

It starts for me with “Who do we say Jesus is?” Do 
we accept the invitation of Jesus to spend some time in 
his presence daily and learn from him?  The resulting 
relationship with Jesus and with God, transforms all 
other relationships especially with the most vulnerable 
of this world and with our enemies. “I no longer call 
you servants, I call you friends,” says Jesus.

What IS the greatest commandment according to 
Jesus and what is the one that resembles it? Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind and with all your strength. 
And the second one is like the first; love your neigh-
bour as yourself. This relationship with God brings us 
into a new relationship with our neighbour; our neigh-
bour’s concerns, rights, freedoms and well-being are 
as important as ours. Jesus did not make exceptions.  
Do we have a list in our heads, or reservations?

The love heaped on us by God enables us to see the 
world with new eyes even in the midst of countless 
concerns; the personal, societal and economic ones.

As a Christian community each one of us is chal-
lenged to reflect on and make a difference in some 
area; indirectly, directly or in advocacy. What is God’s 
greatest gift to you?  How or for whom do you use it?

The special envoy from the UN noted that Canada 
is not food secure either up north or in the inner city.  
Nutritious food is out of reach for many. Corner stores 
carry many fast foods or prepared foods with little inter-
est in fresh fruit or vegetables. The food they do provide 
is more expensive than large stores in the suburbs.

The homeless seek shelter to no avail.  (Two of my 
friends were hospitalized because they were bitten 
by bedbugs at one shelter). The meager $285 rental 
amount granted to people on welfare is cynical. There 
are no decent places to rent for that amount.  

The mentally ill meet little institutional compassion:  
there are few resources for care. Some are discharged 
to nowhere from psychiatric hospital care and others 
are diagnosed through phone-in programs. How is the 
privacy act in play there?

The earth provides us with beauty and life. How can 
we safeguard it? Large companies with the collusion 
of government continue to ravage large parts of our 
earth through exploration for oil and mining which 
lacks respect for the environment.

Where is the compassion for the newcomer in new 
rulings of eligibility for medical care? Why are all 
newcomers judged as being terrorists?  

And for all the negatives facing us, there are dedi-
cated people in each of these areas who in both small 
and large undertakings, reflect the face of God.  They 
comfort, create, support and build community. God’s 
power in them does infinitely more good than we can 
imagine (Ephesians 3:20).  I give them thanks and glo-
rify our God. 

Sr. Johanna Jonker has been the coordinator at
Micah House, The Catholic Centre for Social Justice, 
since its creation in 2002. Sr. Johanna  retired  from 
the position on May 31.

Micah House is at 1039 Main St., Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
R2W 3R2 (204) 589-5393 Email: sjustice@mts.net

The View from 
Micah House
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Archbishop James Weis-
gerber is urging parish-

ioners to give generously to 
a campaign to support educa-
tion of aboriginal youth and 
the future of aboriginal com-
munities.
Moving Forward Together 

is a partnership of aborigi-
nal business, community and 
Catholic leaders raising funds 
to support a healthy, balanced 
nation and personal and com-
munity healing. A collection 
is being taken up throughout 
Manitoba on June 3.
At the Mass of the Oils May 

2, Weisgerber said the cam-
paign will provide scholar-
ships for First Nation students 
enrolled in the Arthur Mauro 
Centre for Peace and Justice 
at St. Paul’s College, support 
programs for literacy at Ross-
brook House and programs 
for cultural awareness at Ma 
Mawi Wi Chi Itata Centre In 
Winnipeg. “These projects 
for healing and education are 
very promising for our futures 
together, ” Weisgerber said.
He asked church leaders, in 

attendance at the mass to ac-
cept the blessed oils on behalf 
of their parishes, to “take this 

message back to your church-
es. There is something very 
concrete that can be done and 
I hope we all share our gen-
erosity.”
The collection at this year’s 

Mass of the Oils was contrib-
uted to Moving Forward To-
gether. 
The three oils blessed by 

the archbishop at the Mass 
will be used in the celebra-
tion of sacraments at parishes 
throughout the archdiocese 
during the coming year. The 
Oil of the Sick is used in the 
sacrament of anointing the 
sick and dying. The Oil of 
the Catechumens is used to 
anoint those called to the sac-
rament of baptism. The Oil of 
Chrism is used in the sacra-
ments of baptism, confirma-
tion and holy orders. 
In his homily, Weisgerber 

said the Archdiocese of Win-
nipeg “is one church. We get 
divided up but God sees us as 
one community. We are gifts 
to one another. As a commu-
nity we give and we receive 
from one another.”

Contributed by
James Buchok

Mass of the Oils

Sunday June 3   10:00 am Confirmation, St. Lazare Parish, St. Lazare
Wednesday June 6    7:00 pm Confirmation, St. Peter’s Parish, Winnipeg
Friday  June 8     7:00 pm Confirmation, St. Patrick’s Parish, Winnipeg
Saturday June 9     11:00 am  Archdiocesan Pastoral Council
       St. Vital Parish, Winnipeg  
     5:30 pm Confirmation, St. Edward’s Parish, Winnipeg
Sunday June 10   1:00 am Confirmation, St. Alphonsus’ Parish, 
       Minnedosa
Thursday June 14 11:00 am  Mass at Tri-Deanery Meeting
       St. Viator’s Parish, Dauphin
     6:00 pm Serra Club Barbecue
       St. John Brebeuf  Parish Winnipeg
Saturday June 16   7:00 pm Confirmation, St. Dominic’s Parish, Neepawa
Sunday  June 17   11:30 am Confirmation, Immaculate Conception Parish,  
       Winnipeg
Wednesday June 20     4:00 pm Archdiocesan Finance Council, Winnipeg
Friday  June 22     7:00 pm Confirmation, Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha Parish,  
       Winnipeg
Saturday           June 23     5:00 pm Mass for Parish Fiesta, St. Peter’s Parish, 
       Winnipeg
Sunday June 24   12:00 pm Confirmation, Holy Rosary Parish, Winnipeg
Tuesday, June 26 6:00 pm  Misericordia Health Centre Board Meeting            
       Winnipeg
Sunday July 1  Noon   Mass & visit with the Eritrean Community             
       House of  Peace, Winnipeg
Wednesday July 3  11:00 am Misericordia Golf  Tournament
       Winnipeg
Saturday July 7  7:00 pm  Mass & Pastoral Visit, Sacred Heart Parish          
       Virden
Sunday July 8  9:00 am  Mass & Pastoral Visit, Paroisse St. Jean               
       Grande Clairiere
     11:00 am Mass & Pastoral Visit, Sacred Heart Parish          
       Virden
Sunday July 22  11:00 am Mass at St. Benedict’s Monastery              
       Winnipeg
     6:00 pm  Swing and a Prayer Barbecue
Monday July 23  11:00 am  Swing and a Prayer Golf  Tournament
   August 5-10   Knights of  Columbus Supreme Convention           
       Anaheim, California
   August 17-18    Our Lady of  the Missions 
       150th Anniversary Celebrations, Regina
Sunday August 19 3:00 pm St. Benedict’s Monastery 
       100th Anniversary, Winnipeg
   August 20-24    Retreat for Women Religious, Saskatoon
Sunday September 2 2:00 pm Mass at the Portuguese Park, St. Laurent
Sunday September 9 11:00 am Mass for the Opening of  
       the Ukrainian Synod, Winnipeg
Sunday September 16   11:00 am  Mass for the 50th Anniversary of  
       the Church of  Notre Dame des Victoires,                 
       Laurier
Tuesday September 18  10:00 am Ecumenical Bishops’ Meeting, Winnipeg
Thursday September 20 2:30pm Meeting of  new Staff  Members of  
       Catholic Schools, Winnipeg
     7:00 pm Interfaith Gathering, 
       Our Lady of  Perpetual Help Parish, Winnipeg
   September 24-28   CCCB Plenary Meeting, Cornwall

Archbishop Weisgerber, Rev. Paul Bisson and catechists Bill and Elaine Uruski pose with 
confirmands at Immaculate Conception Parish in Fisher Branch, April 15.

Confirmation at Immaculate Conception, Fisher Branch

Barbara Leclerc of St-Laurent Parish in St-Laurent, 
MB, receives the blessed oils from Archbishop  Weis-
gerber on behalf of her parish.

Archbishop Weisgerber’s Schedule

Sod turning for St. Gianna’s

Archbishop Weisgerber applauds as Pastor Rev. 
Darrin Gurr turns sod May 6 for the newest parish 
in the Archdiocese of Winnipeg, St. Gianna Be-
retta Molla Church. The Parish hopes to celebrate 
the first Mass in the new church in Southwest 
Winnipeg on the first Sunday of Advent, 2013. 


