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After ten years of service 
to Micah House, the 

Archdiocese of Winnipeg’s 
Catholic Centre for Social 
Justice, Sr. Johanna Jonker, 
SNJM has received the Pa-
pal Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice 
Cross, the third person in 
the archdiocese to hold such 
an honour.
It was presented by Arch-

bishop  Weisgerber Sept. 13 
at a celebration of Jonker’s 
retirement as coordina-
tor at Micah House. The 
archbishop, who petitioned 
Pope Benedict XVI to be-
stow the honour on  Jonker, 
told about 150 well-wishers 
who filled the centre, the 
medal “is one of the high-
est decorations the church 
bestows. It is for service to 
the church and to the Pope.” 
Weisgerber said presenting 
the case to honour Jonker to 
Benedict XVI “was not hard 
to do.”
The founding of Micah 

House began in 2002 with a 
meeting of about 100 people 
all working for social justice 
“but nobody knew each oth-
er,” Weisgerber said. “They 
all thought they were work-
ing alone.” A vacant church 
in an inner city Winnipeg 
North End neighbourhood 
was chosen to house the cen-
tre. “We needed someone to 

make it go and she was the 
person. She scrubbed the 
floors, she created the pro-
grams, she opened the door 
in the morning and locked it 
at night. And all with such 
graciousness, so many have 
been touched.”
Weisgerber said working 

for social justice can be frus-
trating and at times it seems 
“that not much has changed, 
but people’s hearts have 
changed.”
Lucille Bart, executive di-

rector at Artbeat studio and 
gallery, a community-based 
support program for artists 
living with mental illness, 
said Jonker was integral to 
the founding and growth of 
Artbeat with Micah House 
hosting Artbeat’s inaugural 
exhibition in 2004. The Sis-
ters of the Holy Names of Je-
sus and Mary are among Art-
beat’s supporters and Jonker 
has been a board member, 
and, Bart said, volunteered 
in many capacities. 
“She is a woman of con-

templation and social ac-
tion,” Bart said. “You always 
said you received more than 
you gave. The Artbeat fam-
ily has been blessed by what 
you have offered.”
Sr. Cathy Laviolette, SNJM 

Provincial described Jonker 
as “a woman after God’s 

own heart, a woman who 
walks the talk. You have al-
lowed God to work in your 
life and through you for so 
many others.” 
Laviolette recounted Jonk-

er’s career as an educator at 
St. John Brebeuf school, 
St. Gerard’s and St. Mary’s 
Academy and her years of 
“sharing her gifts and tal-
ent.” Jonker also taught at 
Rising Sun, an offsite alter-
native high school program 
in Winnipeg’s inner city as-
sociated with Gordon Bell 
High school.

Laviolette said at Micah 
House Jonker introduced ini-
tiatives such as JustFaith, for 
those wanting to learn more 
about the Church’s justice 
tradition, she created social 
justice conferences and nu-
merous retreat programs.
 “Many would just drop 

in here, especially those 
who were struggling. Many 
became your friends, you 
gave them respite. You are a 
model and a beacon to those 
who strive to be justice mak-
ers because of your ongoing 
passion for a better world.”

Jonker responded to the 
tributes by acknowledging 
“this wonderful community 
that has worked for justice.”
“How do you begin a min-

istry of social justice?” she 
asked. “You build it on your 
faith. All of you were part of 
that and all of you did that 
part that I couldn’t do.”
“I’ve been lucky to be 

among people struggling 
with mental illness,” Jonker 
said. “They travel a hard 
road, they are misunder-
stood, they are made fun of, 
but they still travel that road. 

They see things that I can’t 
see.”
She recalled how someone 

would come to the door ask-
ing for food “That was real, 
we all have the right to eat, 
but how do we share when 
we hear the words ‘I am 
hungry?’ We need to see 
what the people we are liv-
ing around are struggling 
with. It’s an invitation to see 
and hear before we make a 
judgment, and I make them 
myself. It’s inside us all to 
open our hearts and eyes 
and ears and see people as 
they really are. We become 
aware of the people among 
us who we live with and 
treat them as people with 
whom we live.”
She thanked Weisgerber 

“and the whole archdiocese 
for this opportunity” and 
invited all, on behalf of her 
successor Patti Fitzmaurice, 
“to come to Micah House 
and spend time and volun-
teer as you can with your 
talent and your gifts.”

Contributed by
James Buchok

Read the introduction 
to Micah House’s 
new coordinator, 
Patti Fitzmaurice, 

on page 7.

Papal medal for service bestowed on Sr. Johanna Jonker, SNJM

The Second Vatican Coun-
cil called the church a 

“pilgrim people.” No image 
better describes the path the 
church has followed over 
the past fifty years since the 
council began in October, 
1962. Together we have 
been on a journey, seeking 
to discover anew the rich 
heritage of our Catholic faith 
and to make it known in our 
contemporary world.
It has been quite a journey!  

Who could have pictured 
the church today when the 
council began in 1962? I 
can think of no better way to 
mark this anniversary than to 
gather as church to celebrate 
our journey together of these 
last 50 years. The joys and 
sorrows, the hopes and dis-
appointments of the journey 
are all worthy of celebration 
because we have lived them 
together with Christ our Lord 
and fellow pilgrim.
But the gathering of a pil-

grim people cannot look only 

to the past. We also gather to 
draw strength for the journey 
ahead. In 2005 the Pastoral 
Vision for the Archdiocese 
invited us to work together 
“to build a church of commu-
nion.” The vision is drawn 
from a central teaching of the 
council — the church is not 
primarily an institution but a 
relationship of communion 
with one another and with 
God.   
The quality of this relation-

ship is most visibly expressed 
by our ordinary everyday 

community life. The final 
phase of the pastoral vision 
calls us to “build commu-
nity” in our homes, parishes, 
and church organizations. 
Over the next two years we 
will seek to better appreci-
ate the gift of community 
God has given us and to find 
ways to build it up and share 
it with others.
Come and join the celebra-

tion! The journey of the pil-
grim people continues!        

Contributed by
Deacon Ted Wood
Director of Pastoral 
Services
Archdiocesse of Winnipeg

On Oct. 26 and 27 we will 
gather for a special event. 
‘Celebrating Our Journey 

Together: Building 
Community in the 

Archdiocese of Winnipeg 
Since Vatican II.’

See details on page 5.

Read the Pastoral Vision
at www.archwinnipeg.ca

Celebrating our Journey Together

Sr. Johanna Jonker wears the Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice Cross presented to 
her by Archbishop James Weisgerber.

Deacon Ted WoodOn May 12, St. Joseph 
the Worker Parish in 

Russell, Man. welcomed 
Archbishop James Weis-
gerber to celebrate evening 
Mass with parishioners, 
guests and visitors to mark 
a very special occasion in 
the parish. Concelebrants 
included Pastor Rev. Nor-
berto Monton, former pas-
tor Rev. Dominic Yuen and 
Fr. Mykhaylo Khomitskyy 
of St. Mary’s Ukrainian 
Catholic Parish in Russell. 
Conrad Plante was the dea-
con at the Mass.
Following the evening 

Mass, Archbishop Weis-
gerber blessed the new ad-
dition and cut the ribbon 
with Fr. Norberto, the par-
ish trustees, and building 
committee members. 
St. Joseph the Worker was 

established in 1929. The 
present building was built 
in 1961. For many years 
the parish council, along 
with the pastors, debated 
the options on how to make 
the building wheelchair 
accessible. Their dedica-
tion, along with years of 
planning and saving finally 
became reality. The addi-

tion includes a large foyer 
gathering area, an elevator 
between the main floor and 
basement, and a wheel-
chair accessible washroom.  
The church basement and 
kitchen were also renovat-
ed with new flooring, paint 
and countertops.
Our thanks to all who at-

tended this special event in 
our parish! 

Contributed by Nicole Petz
Parish Secretary
St. Joseph the Worker
Russell, Man.

Addition blessed at St. Joseph the Worker in Russell
Cake is served following Mass and blessing of the new facilities May 12.
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Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter Weekend

November 2-4

A Worldwide Marriage Encoun-
ter weekend is an opportunity 
for all married couples to get 

away and enliven the excitement, 
romance and passion in your rela-
�onship.  For more informa�on or to 
inquire about applying for the next 
weekend on November 2-4, 2012 
contact Tony and Rosemary van Ros-
malen at 204-895-9209 or email tony.
vanrosmalen@gmail.com 

20th Anniversary of the 
Catholic School of 

Evangelization 
Sun., Oct. 14

The Catholic School of 
Evangelization (CSE) is celebrating its 

20th anniversary on Sunday, October 14, 
2012.  All are invited to take part in this 

afternoon of thanksgiving and fellowship. 
Mass will be celebrated at 2:00 at St. 
Malo Catholic Church with His Grace 

Albert LeGatt, preceeded by praise and 
worship at 1:30. An informal reception 
will follow.  Families welcome!  If you 

have been involved in any way with the 
CSE in the past 20 years, please join us, 
and invite others. For more information, 
contact the CSE at cse@catholicway.ca 

or (204) 347-5396

Contact: Sr. Elaine (204) 474-9784 ebaete@cc.umanitoba.ca 
Fr. Michael: (204) 474-8460 korylukm@cc.umanitoba.ca

A Fall Retreat
Are you in a spiritual rut? Do you want an increase 
in faith, hope, and charity to better serve our Lord 

and each other? Join us from Monday, October 15 to 
Wednesday, October 17 for a Fall Retreat.  The three 
day experience, led by the sought after Dominican 

retreat master Fr. Basil Cole, OP  is entitled The Christ 
Who Brings Good Out Of  Evil. Everyone is welcome; 

there is no charge. The three days include (8:30 am) Ro-
sary and (9 am) Mass for those who are able; the major 
presentations begin nightly at 7 p.m. Such opportuni-

ties for spiritual renewal are rare. Pass the word to your 
friends and come as a group. All gatherings will take 

place at St. Ann’s Parish, 271 Hampton St.
Contact: Fr. Jeffrey Burwell SJ 
umburwel@cc.umanitoba.ca



The Serra Club of Bran-
don is a member of 

Serra International which 
is the Vocations arm of the 
Church. To that end, Serra 
promotes vocations to the 
priesthood and religious 
life, supports our clergy 
and religious as best we 
can, and helps the laity to 
look at their own vocation 
in life. To accomplish this, 
Serra undertakes different 
activities throughout the 
year.

Essay Contest
For the past three years the 

Serra Club of Brandon has 
sponsored an essay contest 
entitled What Vocations 
Mean To Me for the gradu-
ating grade eight class of 
St Augustine’s School. The 
purpose of this contest is 
to cause the students to en-
hance their understanding 
of vocations, whether their 
own vocation in life, or as 
a priest or other religious.
The recipient of this year’s 

award was Christopher 
Mayes. Christopher’s es-
say was judged as the most 
well-rounded of the 18 es-
says received, and with the 
fullest understanding of 
what vocations means in 
his and others’ daily lives.

Mass with 
Fr. Soeterboek

On July 23 six members 
of Serra traveled to Plumas 
to visit Fr. Chris Soeter-
boek. We had an enjoy-
able visit with Fr. Chris 
who celebrated Mass with 

us, followed by lunch that 
we had brought with us. 
Some of us had never ex-
perienced a ‘home mass,’ 

and were moved by the in-
timacy of the celebration. 
Fr. Chris expressed his 
pleasure in being able to 

say Mass with a commu-
nity, something which is a 
rarity for him to be able to 
do these days.

Serra Dinner Oct. 17
The Serrans are planning 

the annual Clergy and Re-
ligious Appreciation Din-
ner which has been held in 
Brandon for some 30 years 
now. The clergy and reli-
gious of the Westman and 
Parklands Deaneries will 
be invited. The event will 
be held on Wed., Oct. 17. 
Guest Speaker is Rev. Eric 
Giddins of Good Shepherd 
Parish in Portage la Prairie. 
The topic he is addressing 
is ‘The Year of Faith.’ 

Welcome to 
our new priests

The Brandon Serra Club 
welcomed our new priests: 
Fr. Kevin Smith and Fr. 
Jorge Mante to St. Augus-
tine of Canterbury Par-
ish. Fr. Kevin is the past 
Director of Vocations for 
the Archdiocese, and the 
Serrans look forward to 
working with Fr. Kevin to 
promote vocations in the 
Archdiocese and in our 
parish.
Blessed Junipero Serra, 

Patron of Serra Interna-
tional, pray for us. Mary, 
Mother of Vocations, pray 
for us.

Contributed by
Carol MacKenzie-Gruber
Secretary
Serra Club of Brandon

The 64th Annual Catho-
lic Women’s League 

of Canada Manitoba Pro-
vincial Convention was 
held on June 2-3, hosted 
by the Winnipeg Diocesan 
Council and the St. James-
Assiniboia Parish Council. 
The St. James-Assiniboia 
Council was formed in 
1986 and consists of four 
parishes; Saint Paul the 
Apostle, Blessed John 
XXIII, St. Charles and 
Saint Ann’s.
St Charles Church was the 

venue for the 110 delegates 
who attended the gather-
ing. Janice Butler, Chair of 
the Convention Commit-
tee, together with her ten 
member team, worked for 
more than a year preparing 
for the event.
The convention began 

with a Mass at St. Charles 
presided by Archbishop 
James Weisgerber. 
Among the special guests 

at the banquet were the 
Archbishop and Betty Ann 
Brown Davidson, National 
President-Elect and Chair-
person of Organization 
for the Catholic Women’s 
League of Canada. In 
keeping with the theme of 
the convention, Women of 

Faith and Justice, Arch-
bishop Weisgerber re-
minded the delegates that 
“faith calls our lives and 
our communities to work 
for justice.” 
The Keewatin Otchitchak 

(Northern Crane), a group 
of traditional women sing-
ers, accompanied by the 
drum, performed for the 
gathered delegates.
Jacqueline Nogier, Mani-

toba Provincial President, 
said the convention “pro-
vides another opportunity 
to educate members on a 
range of topics.” An effort 
is being made to schedule 
the three Diocesan Con-
ventions on different week-
ends to allow members to 
attend more than just their 
own convention. “This al-
lows the women to be ex-
posed to happenings in all 
areas of the province,” No-
gier said.
The convention was an 

opportunity to acknowl-
edge and celebrate the 
achievements of members 
of the league throughout 
the province. Janet Brun-
ger, Winnipeg Diocesan 
Council President said “to 
each one of us, the little bit 
that we do is not much but 

when we multiply that little 
bit by many hands, many 
hours and many coins, 
it becomes an incredible 
gift.”
Mary-Margaret Patter-

son, Chairperson of Com-
munity Life, reported on 
the multitude of ways 
members of the Catholic 
Women’s League are liv-
ing the advice of Jesus, 
“whatever you do for the 

least of these, you do unto 
me.”  Patterson said CWL 
members support numer-
ous women’s shelters, 
half-way houses and crisis 
centres. “Hampers of food 
and household goods were 
gathered and delivered 
to many different venues 
such as missions for street 
people, drop-in centres and 
inner-city community cen-
tres. Work parties visited 

several soup kitchens to 
serve and houseclean. In-
fant formula, clothing and 
necessities were collected 
and provided to pregnancy 
support services and shel-
ters for underprivileged 
women. In all of this ac-
tivity, the needs of the Ab-
original community were 
included in the decisions as 
to where the support was 
directed.”

 One of the primary tasks 
of the CWL is to address 
social justice issues and 
ethical questions. The 
CWL seeks to influence 
legislative and administra-
tive bodies at all levels to 
preserve the dignity of the 
human person. Politically, 
one of its major roles is to 
prepare resolutions which 
are representative of the 
beliefs of Catholic women. 
and to lobby the govern-
ment to act on those reso-
lutions.
Four resolutions were 

presented this year by the  
Manitoba Provincial Coun-
cil at the convention; Im-
proved Living Conditions 
for First Nations and Inuit 
Communities; Mandatory 
Drug and/or Alcohol Re-
habilitation in Correction-
al Facilities; a Canadian 
Blood Services ID Number 
for The Catholic Women’s 
League of Canada; and 
Expanded Powers for In-
spection and Enforcement 
of Medicinal Marijuana Li-
cense Provisions.    

Contributed by
Eva Arsenault
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64th Manitoba Provincial CWL convention

Brandon Serra Club activities 

Keewatin Otchitchak (Northern Crane) traditional women singers, accom-
panied by the drum, at the CWL Manitoba Convention banquet June 2.

Serra Brandon President Beverley Hicks with 
essay contest winner Christopher Mayes.

St. Gianna’s inaugurates
CWL council

St. Gianna Beretta Mol-
la parish achieved an-

other milestone on June 12 
with the inauguration of its 
own council of the Catho-
lic Women’s League of 
Canada.   
Winnipeg CWL Diocesan 

President Janet Brunger 
and President-Elect/Orga-
nization, Lea Colbeck, as-
sisted in the formation of 
the new council with the 
swearing in of the found-
ing members and the elec-
tion of the executive.  
The new executive con-

sists of Esther Roy (Presi-
dent), Shirley MacKinnon 
(Vice President and Corre-
sponding Secretary), Clau-
dia Desjardins (Recording 
Secretary), Lileena Men-
dis (Treasurer) along with 
Marcela Decebal-Cuza, 
Marlen Yamsuan, Mo-
nique Gauthier and Lisa 
Albensi accepting con-

venor chairs. Father Dar-
rin Gurr will serve as the 
spiritual advisor.  
The St. Gianna ladies of-

ficially joined the council 
and received their mem-
bership pins. 
The official part of the 

evening was followed 
with refreshments, lively 
conversation and a sharing 
of the excitement about 
this new chapter in the life 
of our parish church.  
As we grow together spir-

itually as Roman Catholic 
women, we hope to make 
a positive contribution to 
the League and our parish 
as we gladly take up the 
League’s motto, “For God 
and for Canada.”  

Contributed by
Shirley MacKinnon
Communications
St. Gianna Beretta Molla 
CWL

The newly-elected executive confers a bless-
ing on their spiritual advisor Fr. Darrin Gurr. 

Six of us travelled to Plumas to visit Fr. Chris 
Soeterboek.
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On Aug. 14 Mr. William Mason of  Dauphin celebrated his 100th birthday. 
His family used this occasion to plan a party for Aug. 25. At the same 
time the Knights of  Columbus Council #3497 and the St. Viator’s 4th De-
gree Assembly of  Dauphin presented Mr. Mason with a certificate com-
memorating his 80 years as a loyal and faithful member and servant of  
the Knights of  Columbus. The day was celebrated with a come and go tea 
at his residence. On Sun. Aug. 26 Father David Kowalski offered a Mass 
intention and a special blessing for Mr. Mason. In the picture above are 
Mr. Mason, centre, with, at left, Lloyd Hudson, Grand Knight of  Council 
#3497 Dauphin and at right, Bill Zaporzan, representing the 4th Degree 
St. Viator’s Assembly of  the Knights of  Columbus

— Lloyd Hudson, Grand Knight, Dauphin Council #3497

St. Viator’s, Dauphin, K of  C Council #3497
honours centenarian for 80 years as a Knight 
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It is with great joy that the 
Bishops of Canada wel-

come the 18 February 2012 
announcement that our Holy 
Father, Pope Benedict XVI, 
will canonize Blessed Kat-
eri Tekakwitha, elevating 
her to sainthood on Sun., 
Oct. 21 This event will be a 
great honour to all of North 
America, but also in a par-
ticular way to its Aboriginal 
Peoples, of whom Kateri 
will be the first to receive 
this dignity.
Blessed Kateri, known as 

“the Lily of the Mohawks”, 
was born in 1656 in what is 
now New York State. Perse-
cuted for the Catholic faith 
she held so tenaciously, she 
moved to a Christian Mo-
hawk village in what is now 
Kahnawake, within the cur-
rent diocese of Saint-Jean 
Longueuil, Quebec, where 
she died at the age of 24.
For this reason, she is 

rightly claimed by the 
Church both in the United 
States and in Canada. We 
in Canada therefore rejoice 
together with our American 
brothers and sisters in this 
joyful news. Pope Bene-

dict has reminded us that 
all saints, “through their 
different paths of life, show 
us the various ways to ho-
liness, united by a single 
common denominator: to 
follow Christ and to con-
form ourselves to him, who 

is the ultimate goal of our 
human existence” (Angelus, 
November 1, 2011).
In particular, Kateri pro-

vides us “an example of 
fidelity . . . a model of pu-
rity and love” (Blessed John 
Paul II, Address to the Indi-
ans of North America, 24 
June 1980). 
As a member of the Com-

munion of Saints, she will 
hold a special place within 
the universal Church, being 
one of the “great multitude 
that no one could count, 
from every nation, from 
all tribes and peoples and 
languages, standing before 
the throne and before the 
Lamb.” (Revelation 7.9).
We therefore humbly ask: 

“Kateri Tekakwitha, pray 
for us!” Help us imitate 
your life of devotion to Our 
Lord, summed up in your 
dying words: “Jesos kono-
ronkwa!” – “Jesus, I love 
you!”

+ Richard Smith
Archbishop of Edmonton
President, Canadian 
Conference of Catholic 
Bishops

Canadian Bishops welcome 
canonization of Kateri Tekakwitha

The Feast of  Corpus Christi was celebrated in the Extraordinary Form, 
the traditional Latin mass, June 10 at St. Ann’s Parish in Winnipeg, for 
the first time in almost 50 years. More than 160 of  the community’s faith-
ful gathered for the Mass and procession. Led by 12 of  the parish’s altar 
servers and Fr. Jeffrey Burwell SJ, the procession weaved through the 
streets of  the east St. James neighborhood concluding with a solemn 
benediction. Following the liturgy, those present celebrated with a pot-
luck meal.

Feast of Corpus Christi

In addition to the personnel 
announcements in April, 

Archbishop Weisgerber is-
sued the following announc-
ments in June and August: 
In addition to his responsi-

bilities as Pastor of Blessed 
Sacrament Parish in Elie and 
St. Eustache Parish in St. 
Eustache, Reverend Ceas 
Chmiel becomes the Com-
munity Chaplain for Bridg-
ing the Gap Ministry (with 

released offenders). Rev. 
Chmiel also becomes Pastor 
of St. François Xavier Parish 
in St. François Xavier.
We are grateful to Rever-

end Isaie Blanchette, OMI, 
who has served for many 
years in the Archdiocese, the 
last five as Administrator of 
St. François Xavier.
Reverend George Mante, 

recently arrived from the 
Diocese of Tagbilaran, Phil-

ippines becomes Parochial 
Vicar of St. Augustine’s 
Parish in Brandon and St. 
Mary’s Parish in Souris.
Reverend John Legitimas, 

recently arrived from the 
Diocese of Tagbilaran, Phil-
ippines becomes Parochial 
Vicar of Blessed Sacrament 
Parish in Elie, and St. Eu-
stache Parish in St. Eustache, 
and St. François Xavier Par-
ish in St. François Xavier.

Personnel announcements

The Archdiocese of Winnipeg will celebrate the 
Canonization of Kateri Tekakwitha with a Thanks-
giving Mass at St. Mary’s Cathedral in November. 

Details upcoming on the archdiocesan website 
www.archwinnipeg.ca

Registration 
forms are 
available 

in your church 
office.

Registration 
forms can 

also be 
downloaded 

for printing  at 
www.archwinnipeg.ca
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St. Margaret’s 
yard sale

raises funds
for refugees 

On the morning of Sat., 
June 9, the parking lot 

of St. Margaret’s church in 
Lockport was filled, not 
with cars, but with hundreds 
of household items. There 
was no doubt that a yard 
sale was in progress.
Work began weeks in ad-

vance as parishioners rum-
maged through closets and 
basements for donations to 
the sale. Volunteers started 
the night before to unpack, 
sort and price countless 
items. By 6:30 the follow-
ing morning more helpers 
arrived to cart furniture, 
kitchen ware, books, sports 
equipment, etc. out to the 
front of the church. An area 
was set up for plants, as well 
as a table of baked goods, 
hot dogs and coffee. More 
than twenty five volunteers 
were on hand for the start of 
the sale. 
Garage sale enthusiasts ar-

rived early and the bargain-
ing began in earnest. Mari-
anne Ostermann, who took 
on the task of organizing the 
sale, made sure things were 
running smoothly, as the 
rest of us re-arranged tables, 
carted sold items to waiting 
vehicles, and watched as the 
sky darkened with threaten-

ing rain.
The proceeds of the sale 

were to go to Hospitality 
House and their work with 
refugees from war-torn 
countries. During the morn-
ing, Karen Gordon, Execu-
tive Director with Resettle-
ment, arrived with Fausten 
and Dominique, refugees 
from the Congo and Burun-
di. It was a new experience 
for these young men as they 
wandered about, examining 
slightly used travel bags, 
ski poles and kitchen acces-
sories. When Fausten spot-
ted an old organ, his eyes 
danced and we knew the in-
strument had a new owner. 
“The look in his eyes was 

payment enough,” said the 
donor.  
Rain forced an early clo-

sure to the sale, but more 
than $1,100 was raised dur-
ing the morning. This sum 
was added to money already 
collected at Coffee Sunday, 
and will go toward St. Mar-
garet’s pledge of $6,000 for 
Hospitality House.
 The sale was a success, 

but of equal value was the 
work and support of the pa-
rishioners. As Fr.  Michael 
Wollbaum said in his hom-
ily the next day, it was “the 
gift of working together.”

Contributed by
Lorraine Lay

Fausten and Dominique had their eyes on a fine 
gently used organ.

God does not make rub-
bish, says singer, song-

writer and Catholic priest 
Rev. Rob Galea, who was 
once a troubled and tortured 
teenager and is now a lover of 
God and life. 
“Just over ten years ago it 
would’ve been crazy for me 
to think I’d be here talking to 
you about God,” Galea said 
at his performance July 9 at 
St. Mary’s Cathedral in Win-
nipeg. Galea, originally from 
Malta and now an assistant 
priest at St. Brendan’s Church 
in Shepparton in the Diocese 
of Sandhurst, Australia, sang 
and played guitar and was 
accompanied on guitar and 

vocals by Australian Jason 
Giuliani.
In 2008 Galea was among 

a cast of musicians to per-
form at events before Pope 
Benedict XVI and 500,000 
pilgrims at World Youth Day 
in Sydney. 
Galea, who was ordained in 

2010, said he was inspired to 
write a song called God Does 
Not Make Rubbish by a close 
friend and bishop who often 
preached that message. He 
had his audience singing and 
clapping along to the song,  
his opening number.
At age 15 Galea found him-

self involved with an older 
crowd. “Alcohol gave me 
confidence and I did all kinds 
of things just to impress my 
friends,” he said, including 
fight and steal. “I was out of 

control. I was so angry, I hated 
myself so much. I would like 
to go back to my 15 year-old 
self and tell him ‘everything 
will be alright.’”
Aside from working in his 

church and touring, Galea and 
his bishop friend founded the 
Stronger youth program, con-
sisting of a series of youth re-
treats, rallies and small group 
gatherings.
Galea also works in a prison 

for juveniles and said some of 
the youth will tell him, “‘God 
has time for you but not for 
me, not after what I did.’ It’s 
a lot of rubbish to think God 
doesn’t have time for us,” he 
said. “No matter how you 
mess up there is always room 
for you at the foot of the cross 
where the love of God meets 
our imperfection.”
His latest CD, Reach Out 

contains twelve songs about 
the joys and suffering Galea 
has experienced personally 
and through the young people 

he works with.
In his teen years, at his dark-

est time, a friend took Galea 
to a meeting where someone 
spoke of God as a best friend. 
“I was desperate for friends,” 
Galea said, and that was the 
beginning of his conversion. 
“For the first time I felt loved 
unconditionally, and then I 
started to love myself. I didn’t 
have to prove myself to oth-
ers.”
“Psalm 139 tells us we are 

fearfully and wonderfully 
made,” Galea said, adding 
that too many people feel they 
are “not that good. But the 
Bible says we were created in 
the image of God even before 
we entered the world.” 
The duo picked up the tem-

po launching into the popular 
dance song Dynamite by Taoi 
Cruz. “Holiness is not about 
being quiet,” Galea said, “it’s 
about throwing your hands up 
in the air.”
Galea and Giulani spent 10 

days in Canada also perform-
ing in London, Ont., and Eto-
bicoke, Ont.
The Richard Family group, 

parishioners at Winnipeg’s 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Church, performed before 
Galea and after the concert 
both offered CDs for sale 
with proceeds going to youth 
ministry.
Contributed by
James Buchok

God does not make rubbish

Rev. Rob Galea

SNJMs plant a tree for Mother Marie
The 200th anniversary of 

the birth of Eulalie Du-
rocher, who became Mother 
Marie-Rose, founder of the 
Sisters of the Holy Names of 
Jesus and Mary (SNJM), was 
celebrated with a tree planting 
on the grounds of Winnipeg’s 
St. Mary’s Academy May 30.
About 100 people attended 

including the religious sis-
ters, associates of the SNJMs, 
school faculty members, stu-
dents and alumni.
“People often plant a tree on 

the occasion of the birth of a 
child. It is a way of anticipat-
ing the child’s growth and 
maturity,” said Sr. Marylyn 
Gibney and SNJM associate 
Paulette Martel in their intro-
duction, read first in English 
and then in French. 
“In honouring the birth of 

Eulalie Durocher (Mother 
Marie-Rose), the act of plant-
ing a tree signifies our desire 
to remember her, to celebrate 
her life so fully lived out and 
to ask her protection for our 
earth.”
A year ago the SNJM Con-

gregational Leadership team 
in Longueuil, Que, where the 
order was founded and which 
remains home to the SNJM 
General Administration, 
asked each province to plant 
a tree for the anniversary. The 
actual 200th birthday of Eu-
lalie Durocher is Oct. 6 but 
the SNJMs here felt spring 

in Manitoba would be more 
conducive to planting.
Gibney asked, “in what 

ways can I compare Mother 
Marie-Rose to a tree? The 
tree continuously brings forth 
life. It is perpetual and regen-
erative. With Marie-Rose and 
her companions, the congre-
gation took root in Longueuil 
then expanded to the country 
side of Quebec and later to 
four continents.”  
The congregation was 

founded in 1843 and the sis-
ters came to the new Prov-
ince of Manitoba in 1874 to 
assume responsibility for St. 
Mary’s Academy, which had 
been started in 1869 by the 
Grey Nuns.

St. Mary’s Academy Di-
rector Susan Wikeem and 
SNJM associate Herman 
Ahrens placed the tree into 
the freshly dug ground that 
was then filled with soil by 
sisters, associates, students 
and alumni.
A reading was heard from 

Psalm 1: “Happy are those 
who delight in the law of 
the Lord. They are like trees 
planted by streams of water, 
which yield their fruits in its 
season, and the leaves do not 
wither.”
Michelle Garlinksi, director 

of the school’s campus min-
istry and herself an associate 
of the SNJMs, said there are 
about 80 non religious men 

and women who are SNJM 
associates in the Archdioces-
es of Winnipeg and St. Boni-
face combined. “We have 
the charism of Mother Marie 
Rose in our lives and we rec-
ognize that and want to show 
that,” Garlinski said.
Associates meet monthly 

and renew their commitment 
every Oct. 6. Their activities 
are both religious, such as a 
pilgrimage to the birthplace 
of Mother Marie Rose in 
Longueil,  and social includ-
ing fundraising or volunteer-
ing, as a group or individu-
ally.
Meanwhile, across the cam-

pus construction continues on 
yet another expansion at the 
110-year-old site, where de-
spite the years and the many 
additions, the original, or-
nate, four-storey brick school 
building at the corner of 
Academy Road and Welling-
ton Crescent has been kept 
intact. Principal Connie Yu-
nyk said the latest project will 
expand the school’s dramatic 
arts program with the addi-
tion of a drama classroom, 
a music classroom, makeup 
and costume labs and a sets 
and props workshop, to be 
opened in Jan., 2013.

Contributed by 
James Buchok

Herman Ahrens, an associate of the Sisters of the 
Holy Names of Jesus and Mary, and Sr. Susan Wi-
keem, director of St. Mary’s Academy.

Eucharist 
is a place

of rest

Deacon Gilles Urquhart

There is one thing Catho-
lics are doing right as far 

as what Jesus asks of us, says 
Deacon Gilles Urquhart, and 
that is to celebrate the Eucha-
rist “every Sunday since Jesus 
rose from the dead.”
Urquhart, a deacon in the 

Archdiocese of St. Boniface, 
presented a day of prayer and 
reflection on Eucharist: A 
Place to Find Rest, for cat-
echists in the Archdiocese of 
St. Boniface and Archdio-
cese of Winnipeg, June 8 at 
St. Charles Retreat Centre in 
west Winnipeg.
Urquhart was raised in the 

community of St. Norbert on 
the southern edge of Winni-
peg and is a permanent dea-
con serving at Holy Cross 
Parish in St. Boniface.
Urquhart said with the up-

coming Sunday marking the 
Solemnity of the Body and 
Blood of Christ on June 10, 
“the church reminds herself 
that we are Eucharistic people 
and the Eucharist is central to 
our faith.”
Urquhart said in the Eucha-

rist, “God physically embrac-
es us and that’s what all of 
the sacraments are about. The 
most primal ritual of all is the 
physical embrace. It can say 
and do more than words can. 

All human beings need to be 
held. The Eucharist is God’s 
embrace.”
Uruquhart said for many 

Catholics the Mass is not 
fulfilling “for one reason or 
another. It’s boring, it’s rou-
tine, but part of the reason for 
that is we forgot the nature 
of ritual. Ritual is intention-
ally routine and familiar. The 
church asks three things of us 
at Mass. It asks for full, active 
and conscious participation, 
we are supposed to wake up 
and then that ritual becomes 
more meaningful. The more 
I can enter into the nature of 
the rituals the more they can 
speak to me. The more we 
educate ourselves about the 
liturgy the more it can carry 
us. We’re not supposed to 
work on Sunday but Mass is 
work, to be attentive, to be 
conscious of it. It is a ritual to 
sustain or lives.”   

Contributed by 
James Buchok
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Catholics have an obli-
gation to follow and 

act on the church’s social 
teachings of human dignity 
and charity, says the newly 
appointed coordinator at 
Micah House. 
“I would like to see aware-

ness that our faith requires 
us to act on social justice 
issues,” says Patti Fitzmau-
rice, who was named to 
the position by Archbishop 
Weisgerber following the 
retirement this summer of 
Micah House’s founding 
coordinator, Sr. Johanna 
Jonker SNJM.
“We have an obligation 

to love our neighbours,” 
Fitzmaurice says, “to be 
aware of injustices and vul-
nerability and to assist peo-
ple through difficult times 
and issues.” 
Fitzmaurice was born in 

Dauphin, Man. and is a long-
time resident of Winnipeg’s 
St. James neighbourhood 
attending John Taylor Col-
legiate, Blessed John XXIII 
Church and St. Charles 
Church. She earned a law 
degree at the University 

of Manitoba and practiced 
family law both with a firm 
and independently. She felt 
her combination of legal ex-
pertise and volunteer activi-

ties, which include serving 
on the board of a personal 
care home and helping out 
at St. Charles, provided a 
“good fit” for the role as Mi-

cah House coordinator. She 
recently completed the Na-
thanael Adult Faith Forma-
tion course offered by the 
Archdiocese of Winnipeg.
She led a year-seven Cat-

echism group last winter at 
St. Charles and in a discus-
sion about respect she asked 
the catechists how they 
would react if they found 
themselves downtown 
and were approached by a 
stranger. “Their responses 
were to run the other way 
or lock the car doors, and 
that’s not respect,” she said, 
adding that while personal 
safety must be kept in mind 
“the first reaction should not 
be to run.”
Fitzmaurice says although 

Micah House is not a drop-
in centre it is important that 
it is situated in the city’s 
North End, an area of low 
income and homelessness. 
It is housed in a small for-
mer church on Main Street 
which also contains Hospi-
tality House Refugee Minis-
try Inc. In 2011 the archdio-
cese initiated sponsorships 
for a total of 849 refugees 

from several countries.
Fitzmaurice sees Micah 

House as “a work in prog-
ress,” a meeting place for 
those involved in social jus-
tice and a resource for the 
archdiocese at large.
“It’s a place where Catho-

lics can gather to discuss 
how to take things to the 
next step. It’s there for 
the coordination of social 
justice issues in the arch-
diocese. Catholics do won-
derful work everyday and 
people can tend to feel iso-
lated but they are not alone 
in these various ministries.” 
She said Micah House “can 
create a sense of camarade-
rie.”
Fitzmaurice said among 

her first steps is to meet with 
pastors “to find out what 
parishes are up to” and to let 
parishioners know that Mi-
cah House can be a means 
of helping to share resourc-
es among churches. “There 
are a lot of good ideas out 
there,” she says.
Parishioner participation 

is vital to Micah House, 
Fitzmaurice says, as is the 

archdiocesan annual appeal, 
Sharing God’s Gifts, which 
provides most of the fund-
ing for Micah House.
The Micah House mission 

statement includes: advocat-
ing for the low income and 
the homeless, advocating for 
and within the mental health 
constituency, advocating for 
Aboriginal peoples, advo-
cating for the refugee and/or 
new immigrant and advo-
cating for victims of human 
trafficking.
The huge challenges fac-

ing those working in social 
justice simply have to be 
accepted, Fitzmaurice says. 
“Narrow it down to what 
you can do,” she says. “It 
might be baby steps but it’s 
something. Something Mi-
cah House can do is bring 
more people together into 
one voice that can be heard 
and listened to, and we need 
parishioners to be able to do 
it, to make a stand.” 

Contributed by
James Buchok

New coordinator appointed at Micah House Centre for Social Justice

Patti Fitzmaurice outside Micah House, the Archdio-
cese of Winnipeg’s Centre for Social Justice, 1039 
Main St., Winnipeg.

Bringing education to the impoverished 
requires leaving comfort zones behind 

During her early years 
teaching in India, Sr. 

Cyril Mooney found her-
self “in a lovely convent 
with our lovely school 
and our lovely students, 
while 100 hundred metres 
up the road I found pov-
erty that I could not have 
imagined.”
On June 11 Mooney pre-

sented the Education for 
Global Citizenship Lec-
ture at St. Paul’s College.
In 1979, Mooney, origi-

nally from Ireland and a 
sister of the Institute of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
popularly known as Lo-
reto, became principal of 
Loreto Day School Seal-
dah in Kolkata (formerly 
Calcutta), India. She trans-
formed it from an upper-
class school for girls to one 
that was open to all girls of 
any caste, class or religion. 
Today, the families of half 
of the 1,500 students pay 
full tuition and the other 
half, who come from the 
poverty of the slums, pay 
nothing for the same high-
quality education, books, 
uniforms, medicine and 
food. All students enter via 
a lottery.
Mooney has been recog-

nized for her acheivements 
by  UNESCO and the Gov-
ernment of India and holds 
an Honorary Doctorate 
in Education from Trinity 
College in Dublin, Ireland. 
On May 31, Mooney re-

ceived an honorary doc-
torate from the University 
of Manitoba. For the past 
six years, University of 

Manitoba students from the 
Faculty of Education have 
worked with Mooney’s 
school through an intensive 
field study program. 
Mooney said India is 

gripped “by a very unjust 
social system.” Yet the In-
dian constitution guaran-
tees equality for all.
Mooney said in govern-

ment run schools the ra-
tio of students to teachers 
is as high as 150 to one, 
cramped into a small space. 
“Where do the kids end up 
after that?” she asked. “In 
a huge sea of unskilled la-
bour that is exploited by 
those who are educated. Or 
they might not go to school 
at all and end up in child 
labour.”
Mooney said in India there 

is no interaction between  
haves and have-nots, includ-
ing among children, unless 
the poor come into a well-
off home as domestics.
Mooney also created the 

Rainbow Program that 
houses, feeds and educates 
an additional 250 girls from 
the poverty-stricken streets 

and brings another 100 
to the school for special 
classes during the school 
day. They come with little 
or no school experience or 
literacy. Mooney said the 
children are welcome even 
if they are dirty, unclothed, 
unfed or late. In fact they 
are encouraged to show up 
whenever they can. They 
are washed, clothed, fed 
and taught to the best of the 
school’s ability
Her school’s staff and re-

sources have since created 
five other schools in Kol-
kata for an additional 6,500 
students. 
Mooney also created the 

Barefoot Teaching pro-
gram, training 7,000 teach-
ers who have reached up 
to 350,000 poor children 
in the city. That model of 
education is now being ad-
opted by India’s state-run 
school system.
Mooney said the biggest 

difficulty in all her work is 
having her ideas ignored by 
those whose help she needs 
most. “This mask would 
come down on their faces,” 
she said. “People wouldn’t 
believe it could be done. 
The disinterest. To get the 
teachers and principals to 
move out of their comfort 
zones, and many, of course, 
still won’t.”
Sr. Mooney stayed on at 

St. Paul’s College for the 
month of June, teaching 
in the Summer Institute in 
Catholic Studies.

Contributed by
James Buchok

Sr. Cyril Mooney

PACHAMAMA ALLIANCE

Saving the 
environment 
a symposium 

at a time
Doomsday statistics 

foretelling the destruc-
tion of nature are daunting, 
says an ecologist and a 
sister of the Toronto-based 
religious order Our Lady’s 
Missionaries.
“But if we’re just filled 

with anger and despair that 
can be paralyzing.” says 
Sr. Christine Gebel, OLM, 
and those who care about 
the state of the world and 
want to do something about 
it must fill themselves with 
“blessed unrest” and “ur-
gent joy.” 
Gebel was in Winnipeg 

June 16 to present a sym-
posium called Awakening 
the Dreamer, Changing the 
Dream at the request of the 
Justice, Peace and Integrity 
of Creation committee of 
the Association of Religious 
of Manitoba.
The symposium was cre-

ated by the San Francisco-
based Pachamama Alliance 
and is led by facilitators such 
as Gebel who are trained 
volunteers committed to 
delivering transformation-
al workshops to promote 
awareness and change in 
their communities. There 
are 3,650 facilitators across 
69 countries delivering such 
symposiums and other edu-
cational programs. Gebel 
was born in Winnipeg and 
raised in Garden Grove, 
Calif., just south of Los An-
geles. She returned to Win-
nipeg during high school 

attending Garden City Col-
legiate and later completing 
a Bachelor of Science degree 
at the University of Winni-
peg. She moved to Toronto 
to enter the novitiate and 
spent 14 years at the OLM 
mission in the Philippines 
where issues of water and 
air quality and clear cutting 
of forests increased her con-
cern for nature.
Gebel said to some Pa-

chamama is translated as 
Mother Earth “but it’s more 
than that,” she said. “It’s 
the sacred presence of the 
Earth, sky, the universe and 
all time.”  
The Pachamama Alliance 

began in 2005 in response 
to the Achuar people of Ec-
uador and Peru who have 
lived for centuries deep in 
the Amazon rainforest. In 
the early 1990s, Achuar el-
ders experienced dreams 
of a threat to their land and 
way of life. From neigh-
bouring tribes they learned 
that oil companies were 
damaging the rainforest 
and moving closer to their 
home. The Achuar reached 
out to the world and in 1995 
a group of outsiders trav-
eled to the rainforest at the 
invitation of Achuar leaders 
to learn more. The Achuar 

made a request of their new 
allies from the North to help 
“change the dream of the 
modern world” to shift the 
culture of over consump-
tion to one of respect and 
sustainability and to shift 
the worldview that places 
short-term economic gain 
over the long-term interests 
of people and planet.
“Mass consumption has 

become a nightmare for the 
global environment,” Gebel 
said. “Seventy five per cent 
of the world’s original for-
ests have been eliminated. 
We’re in the midst of mass 
extinctions of animal popu-
lations but the world is un-
aware.” She said people 
have heard of the dire situ-
ation so often “we have be-
come numb to it.”
Gebel said Awakening the 

Dreamer encourages all “to 
continue facing the future 
with more hope and energy 
to become agents of change 
in our world.”
The symposium can be ex-

perienced live or via DVD. 
The website is www.pa-
chamama.org

Contributed by
James Buchok

Sr. Christine Gebel
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Archbishop Weisgerber, at left, and former pastor Rev. Roland Tessier, at right, celebrate 
with parishioners following a commemorative Mass Sept. 16, marking the 50th Anniversary 
of  the Church of  Notre Dame des Victoires in Laurier, Man.

50th Anniversary of the 
Church of Notre Dame des Victoires, Laurier, Man.

October 1 – October 4    Annual Priests Study Days, Elkhorn Resort
Thursday  October 4  1:30 pm  Council of  Priests Meeting, Elkhorn Resort
Sunday October 7 12:00 pm    50th Anniversary, Church of  the Annunication,         
       Woodlands
October 9 – 10                      Visit to our Seminarians at Sacred Heart 
       Seminary Hales Corner,Wisconsin
Saturday October 13 11:00 am Archdiocesan Pastoral Council, Christ the King  
       Parish, Stonewall
Sunday October 14 3:00 pm Interlake Deanery Celebration, Little Britain
October 15 – 22    Pilgrimage to Rome for the 
       Canonization of  Kateri Tekawithia
Wednesday October 24 5:00 pm Mass to conclude the annual 
       Convention of  the Canadian Canon Law Society,  
       St Mary’s Cathedral
Thursday October 25 4:00 pm         CHAM Annual General Meeting, St Boniface
Friday  October 26 7:00 pm        A Celebration of  the 50th Anniversary 
       of  Vatican II, St Vital Parish, Winnipeg
Saturday  October 27 8:00 am A celebration on the 50th Anniversary 
       of  Vatican II, St Vital Parish, Winnipeg
Sunday October 28 3:00 pm  A Celebration in Honour of  
       Bishop Remi deRoo on the
       50th Anniversary of  his Episcopal Ordination,
       St Boniface
Tuesday October 30 3:00 pm Archdiocesan Finance Council Meeting,
       Winnipeg
Thursday November 15 7:00 pm Serra Club Dinner, Winnipeg
November 2 -3      CHCM Retreat
Thursday  November 8   Clergy Study Days, Hamilton
November 16 – 24             Meetings in Rome
December 3-4     Clergy Study Days, San Bernadino, California
Sunday December 9 11:00 am Mass at St Francis de Sales, Winnipeg
Monday December 10   Manitoba Bishops and Religious Superiors 
       Meeting, Winnipeg
Tuesday December 11 2:30 pm Council of  Priests, Winnipeg
Wednesday December 12 3:00 pm Archdiocesan Finance Council,  Winnipeg
Tuesday December 18 10:30 am Ecumenical Bishops Meeting, Winnipeg

Archbishop Weisgerber’s Schedule

The blessing of the new 
addition at St. Joseph the 
Worker Parish in Russell, 
Man., took place May 12. 
With the Archbishop are 
Deacon Conrad Plante, 

Rev. Mykhaylo Khomitskyy 
of  St. Mary’s Ukrainian 

Catholic Parish in Russell, 
former pastor Rev. Dominic 

Yuen, the Knights of  Co-
lumbus Honour Guard and 

altar servers.

Blessings on St. 
Joseph the Worker

My sisters and 
brothers in Christ,

October will prove to 
be a very busy month 

for the Church. In Rome a 
Synod of Bishops will re-
flect on “New Evangeliza-
tion.” Rome will also see in 
October the canonization of 
Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha, 
our first Aboriginal saint. On 
the occasion of the Synod in Rome Pope Benedict will 
inaugurate a Year of Faith to be observed in the whole 
Church and in the Archdiocese of Winnipeg we begin 
the next segment of our pastoral program of Building 
a Church of Communion. Our efforts in the next two 
years will be focused on building community. 
Building up the church community is a most important 

expression of Christian faith and also one of the most 
powerful tools of evangelization. At Pentecost, through 
his gift of the Holy Spirit, the Risen Christ gathered to-
gether a people to witness to his saving presence in the 
world. People were drawn to Christ by the witness of the 
community and they became one with Christ by becom-
ing part of the community of his disciples which is the 
Church.
Just as we receive our human life from others, so we 

receive the life and salvation of Jesus from others. We 
are brought to the font by people of faith, sponsored by 
Godparents and baptized by an official representative of 
the community. Our faith in the Lord grows as we grow 
in our participation in the community.
Think of our human life. We receive it from others. 

Within our family we learn who we are, that we are 
loved and that we matter. As we grow and mature we are 
expected to contribute: our love and concern, our inter-
est and attention. A family can become strong and  best 
fulfill its purpose when everyone is involved. We know 
how difficult if not impossible it is to feel self worth and 
self love in the absence of a family or within a very dys-
functional and unloving family.
There are real parallels in our life of faith. The Risen 

Jesus is present within the believing community and it is 
within the community that we grow in our relationship 
to the Lord. As newborns or neophytes we receive the 
life of Christ and then as we grow and mature we too 
are called to participate in the life of the community. A 
community of faith is strong and life-giving when all its 
members are engaged  and active. We, as a community, 
become  the Gospel, the good news, for each other and 
for the world.
A vibrant, life-giving community cannot be built up 

with the “left-overs” of our lives: left over time, left 
over talents, left over treasure. A community of faith, the 
Church which is Christ, can become an authentic sign of 
salvation only with the participation of all.
Our Archdiocesan focus for the next two years will 

be building up our communities of faith. The first step 
will be to construct together a vision of what a Chris-
tian community, a parish or a Catholic School could be. 
Our parishes have many differences, big and small, rural 
and urban, ethnic or cosmopolitan, and so have different 
challenges and different gifts. Each parish or community 
will be asked to evaluate itself. What are our strengths? 
Where is growth or change needed? How do we go 
about allowing ourselves to be transformed into a living 
part of the Body of Christ? Much of this work will be 
led by an Archdiocesan committee working through the 
Archdiocesan, Deanery and Parish Pastoral Councils.
I invite all of us to pray for our Archdiocese as we em-

bark upon this important venture. We are called to be the 
salt of the earth and the light of the world. Let us pray that 
we can renew our efforts to become Jesus’ disciples in our 
world.

The Archbishop’s Message

+V. James Weisgerber 
Archbishop of Winnipeg


