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Celebrating Our Journey Together: 50 Years of Vatican II

he Archdiocese of
Winnipeg
marked
the 50th anniversary of
the opening of the Second Vatican Council with
prayer, sacred music and
reﬂections on the legacy of
the historical gathering of
more than 2,500 bishops
and theologians from 1962
to 1965.
A highlight of the twoday Celebrating Our
Journey Together was a
visit by Manitoba-born
Bishop Remi De Roo who,
as Bishop of Victoria, B.C.,
attended all four sessions
of the Council, one of the
104 Canadian bishops who
participated.
As he introduced De Roo,
Archbishop James Weisgerber said the Holy Spirit
gave the church Pope John
XXIII who convened the
Second Vatican Council.
“John XXIII said there’s a
whole new world in front
of us. How can we become
the gospel in a way that
will give life to this world?
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Watch the video:
Celebrating Our
Journey Together
on the archdiocese
website

www.archwinnipeg.ca

Bishop Remi De Roo and Archbishop James
Weisgerber at St. Vital Church Oct. 26.

How can we share the life
of Christ with this world?
The Second Vatican Council was not so much to solve
all the problems but to create a road map for a direction for the church to walk
in. We’ve been walking in
that direction for 50 years
and we’re just beginning.”

De Roo said there are
three words that help us to
understand what Vatican II
was all about. The French
word ressourcement, the
Italian, aggiornamento and
the English, development.
“To understand ressourcement, I invite you to go to
the story in John’s gospel of

Jesus and the woman at the
well. He says those who believe, who accept the word,
from their hearts will arise
waters of life.”
De Roo said agiornamento
means more than just bringing up to date. “It’s a sense
of renewal, of revival, of
starting afresh.” It was also
the name of the pontiﬁcal
program of John XXIII in
a speech he gave in 1959.
De Roo said development
is essential in the sense of
both spiritual development
and theological development.
“Before Vatican II we
had the impression that the
church was two classes,”
he said. “There was the or-

dained and the non-ordained
and we went to the point of
thinking all the powers of
the church emerged out of
the sacrament of orders.
Vatican II said there is no
basis for that. In our faith
and our baptism we are all
equal in dignity and in the
capacity to serve.”
De Roo said another key
word to emerge from Vatican II was communion
“and another word we can
add was a favourite of John
XXIII and that was friendship, which is one area I
think our church still needs
to make a lot of progress.”
De Roo said one of the
worst problems the church
is facing is fundamentalism, “pulling a piece of
truth out of its context and
using that as a sledgehammer to hit people over the
head. It’s the whole painting
we must look at not just one
detail. Any truth pulled out
of context can be distorted
and misunderstood.”
De Roo said one sign of

hope is that 50 years ago
it was impossible for a
woman to study theology
and today there are more
woman theologians then
men theologians. “The
women theologians have a
big advantage because they
are more willing to bring
the dimension of the heart
to a discussion and as a result I think the mentality of
Catholic thought is going
to continue evolving even
more rapidly than it is now
and it’s all for the good.”
The two-day celebration
took place Oct. 26-27 at
St. Vital Parish in Winnipeg. More than 400 people
particpated in the various
sessions.
A full video of the event
can be seen on the Archdiocese of Winnipeg website,
www.archwinnipeg.ca,
and DVD copies are available for loan by calling the
Communications Ofﬁce at
(204) 452-2227, ext. 248.
Contributed by
James Buchok

Archdiocese honours canonization of St. Kateri Tekakwitha

t. Kateri Tekakwitha,
the ﬁrst North American aboriginal saint,
made difﬁcult decisions
to follow Jesus and become a person honoured
by Catholics the world
over. Now non-natives
and natives must make
decisions, says Archbishop James Weisgeber, “to
make ourselves peacemakers and people who
work for reconciliation.”
The Archdiocese of Winnipeg marked the canonization of St. Kateri with
a celebration of First Nations and Catholic traditions Nov. 9 at St. Mary’s
Cathedral.
The service began with
a traditional sacred grand
entry with drums, dancers and singers, led by the
eagle staff representing
the nation of aboriginal
people of North America. The ritual of smudging followed with handheld bundles of smoking
herbs, such as sage, cedar,
and sweetgrass, carried in
small pots throughout the
congregation, with the
bearer of the smudge using a feather to spread the
smoke over individuals as

they used their arms and
hands to wash the smoke
over themselves. Smudging calls on the spirits of
the sacred plants to bring
healing and cleansing.
The archbishop welcomed the many who
journeyed from Manitoba’s First Nations as
far away as St. Theresa
Point, more than 500 km
northwest of Winnipeg.
“There are only three or
four Canadian born people who have been named
saints in the Catholic
Church so it a very spiritual occasion for all of us,”
Weisgerber said. “Kateri
was a Mohawk woman
who gave her whole life
to following Jesus. She
discovered who she was
and how she could live
as a sister of Jesus and a
daughter of God. And she
provides inspiration and a
model for all of us.”
Born in New York state
and then migrating north
to Kahnawake near Montreal, Kateri is “claimed,”
Weisgerber said, by
Americans, Canadians,
First Nations, Métis, nonaboriginals, “and now
the whole of the church

Sr. Eva Solomon carries a statue of St. Kateri
Tekakwitha during a procession at St. Mary’s
Cathedral

claims her. She brings us
together. Her feast will
now be celebrated in Africa and in Asia and in
China and Europe and all
over the world.”
Weisgerber, who attended the canonization
at the Vatican Oct. 21,
said Pope Benedict called
Kateri the Protectress of

Canada. “If there is any
way Kateri can protect
us it is by bringing us together, to make us one.
To help us live as a reconciled group of people.
That’s why Jesus came,
that’s what she developed
in her own life, and that’s
what we need her to be
for us. Kateri was a very

real person. Her life was
fraught with difﬁculties,
with challenges, with
very, very painful choices, just like ours are.”
Weisgerber said Manitobans recognize these as
turbulent and challenging
times.
“Whose land is it? How
do we share resources
justly? How do we ensure
that everyone is treated
equally and with dignity? How can we ensure
that everyone belongs?
How do we live the treaties, what do the treaties
mean? And as we face
these questions as people
who live in Manitoba,
which means ‘the place
where God rests,’ how do
we embrace these questions and how do we ﬁnd
a future.”
“All of us need to make
some choices,” Weisgerber said. “We need to ﬁgure out how we can live
in respect of one another
and of the earth. That’s
the kind of decision we
can be inspired to make
through the life of Kateri.”
Weisgerber spoke of
faith and the challenge

of natives and non-natives living together as a
church. “Can we combine
traditional culture, ceremonies and beliefs with
the traditions of the Catholic church? Many say
‘no, it’s one or the other.’
Others say ‘you can do
both but not together.’
And there are others who
say the traditions not
only can be, but need to
be combined. They need
to mutually enrich each
other. Nobody has the answer but we will ﬁnd the
answer if we follow the
spirit, if we’re open, if
we’re generous, if we’re
sincere. If we dialogue
with each other we will
ﬁnd the answer that God
wants us to ﬁnd.”
Weisgerber said God has
given us St. Kateri “as a
model, as an inspiration.
Her faith in Jesus made
her life holy and she is an
example for us to do the
same thing. We can make
ourselves peacemakers
and people who work for
reconciliation.”
Contributed by
James Buchok
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The memory of Blessed Nykyta Budka and 100 years of
the Ukrainian Catholic Church in Manitoba will be honored
at the 35th Annual Caritas Award Dinner on Tuesday, April
23, 2013 at the Winnipeg Convention Centre. Tickets will be
made available in January. For further information, contact
The Catholic Foundation of Manitoba at (204) 233-4268 or
e-mail: cfmb@mts.net or visit our website at
www.catholicfoundation.mb.ca

Holy Cross Parish in Ashern

I

Celebrating its 100th
anniversary of pastoral service
Sunday, September 1, 2013

f you have been involved in any way with our parish please join us
for this celebration and invite others you think might like to come.
We will start the day with mass and blessing of the cemetery. This
will be followed by a reception. Watch for more information in future
editions of the New Wine Press.

For more information contact Glenda at
rg_granger@yahoo.ca or Joyce at
hbudnick@mymts.net

For more archdiocesan news and events
go to:
www.archwinnipeg.ca
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CWL Saint Augustine Of Canterbury Parish Council

I

n keeping with the national theme of Women of
Faith and Justice, the Council of the Catholic Women’s
League of St. Augustine of
Canterbury Parish in Brandon was pleased to make
monetary presentations to
three worthwhile facilities in
Brandon whose reason for
being is to serve the people
of Brandon and area.
On Sept. 20, we presented
a cheque for $2,000 to Tara
Kardash, Development Ofﬁcer of Child and Family
Services of Western Manitoba Foundation. The donation was to support the
Elspeth Reid Family Resource Centre, a facility of
Child and Family Services
of Western Manitoba, for
the expansion and renovation of their Infant Rainbow
Room. This expansion has
doubled the capacity of the
infants that can be cared
for while their parents are
involved in a variety of programmes such as literacy,
parenting education, support groups, life skills training, and respite services.
We were inspired with the
variety of activities that occur at the Elspeth Reid Centre, involving families from

Presentation to Child and Family Services of Western Manitoba, for the Infant
Rainbow Room at Elspeth Reid Family
Resource Centre. From left, Carol MacKenzie-Gruber, Tara Kardash, Leona Smithson, and Patti Anderson.

all walks of life. The centre
provides these various services for upwards of 1,100
families, and 30,000 visits
per year, and has three full
time and 20 part time staff,
and numerous volunteers.
The centre is grateful for the
ﬁnancial support that it receives from public, private,
community and corporate
donations. These include,
but are not limited to, the
Child and Family Services
of Western Manitoba Foundation Inc., and the United
Way of Brandon and District.

Winnipeg CWL Diocesan
Fall Workshop and Meeting

Presentation to Donna Sanders, Fund Development Officer for YWCA Brandon, Meredith
Place. From left, Carol MacKenzie-Gruber,
Donna Sanders, Patti Anderson and Leona
Smithson.

On Sept. 26, we presented
Donna Sanders, Fund Development and Marketing Ofﬁcer of the YWCA
Brandon with a cheque for
$1,000. These money is speciﬁcally for Meredith Place,
a transitional housing unit
run by the YWCA, to assist in the renovation of their
kitchen facility and other urgent needs. Meredith Place
is a co-ed facility containing
21 single rooms for people
requiring longer term stays,
and three suites for families
in need of emergency housing. The people who use this

n Sept. 30 the Winnipeg Diocesan CWL Council
held its Annual Fall Meeting and Workshop at St.
John Brebeuf Parish, Winnipeg, with 67 people in attendance.
A presentation was made by Dan Potvin, the Archdiocese of Winnipeg’s Director of Stewardship and Development regarding Stewardship—Faith on Fire, Hearts
& Minds Transformed. Truly, an inspirational afternoon! The message was “Change the way we think …
Change the way we do things.” Dan spoke in depth on
prayer, gratitude, humility, trust, patience, generosity,
responsibility, simplicity, perseverance and mercy – a
gift well received by all in attendance.
A workshop was also presented, Catch the Fire of Enthusiasm, as we learned about the spiritual dimension of
the CWL, and how that is acted out through legislation.
Spiritual development presented the themes of Catholic Social Teaching followed with group discussion on
various resolutions as they are enacted through legislation. A deﬁnite eye opener as to the process and details
of resolutions!
Contributed by Pat Ward
Communication Chair
Winnipeg Diocesan CWL Council

On Oct. 4, we presented
Karen Chrest, Fundraising
Coordinator of the Brandon Regional Health Centre Foundation’s A Sense
of Home Campaign, with a
cheque for $1,000 to help
build Murray House, the
Western Manitoba Cancer
Treatment Residence. This
residence will provide a
home away from home to
people from the Western
Manitoba area or elsewhere,
who need to be in Brandon
for extended periods of time
to receive radiation or chemotherapy treatments. The

members of the CWL felt
this was a worthwhile community endeavour to support as most of us have been
touched by cancer in some
way, at some time.
May God bless the work of
these organizations, and the
staff and volunteers as they
serve the people of Brandon
and Western Manitoba.
Contriubted by
Carol MacKenzie-Gruber
St. Augustine’s Catholic
Women’s League

Serra Brandon religious appreciation dinner

T

O

facility are at risk of homelessness, and are referred by
other agencies in Brandon.
They are in need of safe, supervised housing, and need
support to transition to their
personal level of independence. YWCA Meredith
Place is always full. The
operating budget is funded
through grants, donations,
the United Way, Corrections Canada and other per
diems. There are 10 people
on staff at YWCA Meredith
Place and YWCA Brandon
has approximately 35 volunteers.

Presentation to Karen Chrest, Fundraising
Coordinator of the Brandon Regional Health
Centre Foundation ‘A Sense of Home Campaign’ to build ‘Murray House’. From left
Carol MacKenzie-Gruber, Karen Chrest, and
Liz Shewchuk.

he Serra Club of Brandon was pleased to host
its annual Clergy and Religious Appreciation Dinner
Oct. 17. The dinner was attended by eight priests, three
deacons with their wives,
ﬁve religious of the Westman and Parklands Deaneries, four guest priests, four
members of the Winnipeg
Serra Club, and approximately 150 lay faithful from
these deaneries.
Guest speaker was Rev.
Eric Giddins of Good Shepherd Parish, Portage la Prairie.
President Beverley Hicks
described some of the major
activities that the Brandon
Club undertakes throughout
the year.
Rev. James DeBeer, Director of Vocations for the
Archdiocese of Winnipeg,
told us about our seven seminarians. Patrick Neufeld and
Kelly Wilson are at Sacred
Heart School of Theology
in Wisconsin; Peter Nemcek, Christopher Dubois (of
Brandon), Scott Jenken and
Jessie Baris are at St Joseph’s
Seminary, Edmonton; Shaun
Shmyr (of Russell) is at St
Peter’s Seminary in London,
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Fr. Eric celebrated his tenth
anniversary of ordination to
the priesthood on Oct. 11 of
this year. As well as being
pastor of Good Shepherd
Parish, he is the Director of
The Summons, the Lay Formation Process for the Westman and Parkland Deaneries.
Fr. Eric’s talk was entitled
Catholic, By Chance or By
Choice? Following is a synopsis of Fr. Eric’s address.
Most of us are born into the
faith, in a Catholic family,
in a Catholic milieu. Others
choose to enter the Church
as adults. At some point in
time, however, we all have
to choose to live our Catholic
faith. We try to give 100 per
cent, whether we understand
everything or not. Fr. Eric
challenged us to look at what
we each truly appreciate and
love about being Catholic,
and then to take one aspect
of the faith, and really delve
into it.
He quoted from Pope Benedict XXI’s homily on Oct 11
of this year to begin the Year
of Faith. “In these days, our
faith is a gift to rediscover,
to cultivate and to bear witness to, because the Lord

Rev. Eric Giddins
grants each one of us to live
the beauty and joy of being
Christians.”
Fr. Eric also quoted from
Pope Benedict’s Apostolic
Letter, Porta Fidei: “Faith
grows when it is lived as an
experience of love received
and when it is communicated as an experience of
grace and joy. It makes us
fruitful, because it expands
our hearts in hope and enables us to bear life-giving
witness. We want this year to
arouse in every believer the
aspiration to profess the faith
in fullness and with renewed
conviction, with conﬁdence
and hope.”
Fr. Eric concluded with St
Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians

3:18-21. “I pray that, according to the riches of his glory,
he may grant that you may
be strengthened in your inner
being with power through his
Spirit, and that Christ may
dwell in your hearts through
faith, as you are being rooted
and grounded in love. I pray
that you may have the power
to comprehend, with all the
saints, what is the breadth
and length and height and
depth, and to know the love
of Christ that surpasses
knowledge, so that you may
be ﬁlled with all the fullness
of God. Now to him who by
the power at work within us
is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we
can ask or imagine, to him
be glory in the church and
in Christ Jesus to all generations, for ever and ever.
Amen.”
In this Year of Faith let us
accept Fr. Eric’s challenge to
dig deep and discover “are
you Catholic by chance, or
by choice?”
Submitted by
Carol MacKenzie-Gruber
Serra Club of Brandon
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Group, Winnipeg. Mail all correspondence to: Communications, 1495 Pembina Highway, Winnipeg, MB, R3T 2C6. Telephone (204)452-2227; fax (204)453-8236. E-mail:
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Priests gather for Study Days

Priests convened at Elk Horn Resort in Riding Mountain National Park.
Left, the Travelling Peace Shawl created by the Mother of Perpetual
Help prayer group is brought in. At right, Archbishop Weisgerber receives thanks for his many years of support of the Interfaith Peace
Gathering.

T

Interfaith peace gathering

he annual Interfaith
Peace Gathering at
Our Lady of Perpetual
Help Church in Winnipeg
was held Sept. 20 with
faith leaders from Sikh,
Islamic, Judaic, Christian,
Hindu, Buddhist and First
Nations traditions, and
many others, gathering
under the theme of Faith
and Good Works.
In welcoming all, longtime organizer Farida
Lalbihare and Msgr. Stan
Jaworski gave thanks to
all present for their friendship and hospitality when
their homes and places of
worship have been visited.

Archbishop Weisgerber
expressed his gratitude for
being a part of the many
years of the Interfaith
Peace gathering. He said
he is reminded of Jesus’
lament to gather all “ as a
hen gathers her chicks under her wings.” He urged
all to continue to meet in
the spirit of faith, love and
good works.
Guest speaker Rev. John
Braun, worship leader at
Charleswood Mennonite
Church, spoke of his four
month stay in the Holy
Land in 2011 where Judaism, Islam and Christianity are all practiced in
close proximity to one an-

other. He was able to witness holy prayers at different holy sites. He urged
every faith present to live
in peace and harmony.
The evening included
reﬂections and meditations on interfaith traditions and humanity and
the passing of a lighted
candle so that “the ﬂame
of faith promote the web
of peace and love.”
All then enjoyed a reception with fellowship and
prasadam, holy food.
Contributed by
Farida Lalbihare

T

he priests of the Archdiocese of Winnipeg gathered with Archbishop Weisgerber at scenic Elk Horn
Resort at Riding Mountain
National Park for their annual Clergy Study Days
Oct.1-4.
This year’s presenter was
Rev. Dr. Charles Brown,
SCJ, a scripture scholar
and lecturer at Sacred Heart
School of the Theology in
Hales Corners, Wis., where
two of our seminarians, Patrick Neufeld and Kelly Wilson, are currently studying:.
Fr. Brown led us on a
journey into the world and
writings of St. Paul the
Apostle. The biggest question, it seems, that Paul had
to grapple with was: How to
be faithful to the God of his
(the Jewish people’s) Ancestors.
For Paul, this ultimately
meant a new approach to the
Law, one which reﬂected

the deep concern he had for
those whom he had introduced to Jesus Christ, the
Gentiles.
Paul could not see or even
imagine in his time and place,
where all of his missionary
work would ultimately lead.
Yet it is within his writings

that we encounter traces of
the theological truths which
church councils much later
on would ratify as doctrines
of Catholic Faith.
Contributed by
Rev. Mark Filips
Pastor, St. Jude’s, Erickson
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An Amazing 100th Anniversary at St. Benedict’s Monastery

n the beautiful grounds
of St. Benedict’s Monastery and Retreat Centre, and
with the most beautiful weather that God’s good graces provides, Sun., Aug. 19 found
700 guests joining the Sisters
of St. Benedict to celebrate the
100th anniversary of their arrival in Manitoba.
Originally invited by the
Archbishop of St. Boniface,
the community later became
part of the newly-created
Archdiocese of Winnipeg.
Rev. Carl Tarnopolski represented the Archbishop of St.
Boniface in bringing greetings
and recalling the sisters early
history.
Beginning with the procession of the nineteen sisters of
the Benedictine community,
the Eucharist was presided by
Archbishop James Weisgerber. Sisters Dorothy Levandosky and Joan Mormul led
the music. In his homily the

Masters of Ceremonies were Elaine and
About 700 people gathered under the Prioress Sr. Virginia Evard accepts an award Bill Uruski from Fisher Branch. At one time
from MP Joy Smith on behalf of the Sisters the sisters’ monastery and orphanage was
tent at St. Benedict’s Aug. 19
in Arborg.
of St. Benedict
always shown that
archbishop stressed the many
committee, led by Sisters sisters are grateful for their
a few determined women can Eucharist. Chef Andrew Balcontributions that the sisters
Mary Coswin and Marie Bak- presence in their lives. Much
accomplish amazing things.
lentyne and staff, with volhave made to so many in eduer included Randy Cameron, joy and many blessings to
These women were cel- unteers including Knights of
cation and health care, and
Andrea Clow, Faigie Greaves them all as they head into their
ebrated by friends, family and Columbus from St. Theresa
next century.
through St. Benedict’s Retreat
and Christine Strutt.
many other religious women and St. John Brebeuf parishCentre. The many things they
Donations from friends and
in Winnipeg and Benedic- es, served up pork, chicken,
have given to Winnipeg and
suppliers are too many to Contributed by
tine Sisters from Duluth and baked potato and salads and
the surrounding communities
mention. The sisters are grate- Christine Strutt
Crookston, Minn., Richard- of course, cakes. It was all destarted from such humble beful for all of them.
ton, ND and Ferdinand, Ind.
licious.
ginnings. But then, they have
All who know and love the
A garden party followed the
The celebration planning

Captain Miles MacDonell Assembly
presents cheque to St. Maurice School

St. Maurice scares off hunger,
celebrates Christmas in October
Left, twenty-eight
students
took part in
We Scare
Hunger.

St. Maurice School is the 2012 recipient of the proceeds from the Annual Dinner and Draw event for Catholic Parochial Schools sponsored by
the Captain Miles MacDonell Assembly of the Knights of Columbus. The
cheque was presentated June 18 at St. Vital Church before a student assembly. This year’s event was once again very successful and raised a total
of $18,400 consisting of $15,731 from the dinner and draw and $2,700 from
the school’s separate prize draw held on the same evening. To date the annual Dinner and Draw events have raised more than $90,000 for Catholic
parochial schools, with a different school chosen to receive the funds each
year. We thank you for the opportunity to serve the St. Maurice School in
2012 and look forward to doing the same for another school in 2013.

Contributed by Larry Zarychanski. PFN
Captain Miles MacDonell Assembly
Photo by Paul Swart

Right, Christmas
in October raised
$1,900 for children
and families who
are sponsored
by the junior high
homerooms.

O

n Oct. 31 of this year,
for the second consecutive year, St. Maurice School
participated in the We Scare
Hunger campaign. We Scare
Hunger, formerly called
Halloween for Hunger, is
Free The Children’s annual
campaign to mobilize youth
around local hunger issues. It
encourages young people to
take action in order to “scare”
local hunger and poverty, by
trick-or-treating for non-perishable food items instead of
candy.
Following weeks of planning by the St. Maurice Social Justice Committee, Halloween day arrived. Each of
the twenty-eight students
taking part in the campaign
felt a sudden rush of enthusiasm to become knowledgeable advocates for change.
Personally I found trick-ortreating for non-perishable
food items to be an incredible experience. Rather than
being content for having collected tons of candy, there
was a feeling of contentment
for having contributed to the
community. Laying eyes on
the multiple boxes of canned

goods the next day simply
warmed our hearts. Supporting Winnipeg Harvest and
raising awareness about this
very important issue was a
reward in itself.
We Scare Hunger reminded
us that we can all play a part
in helping the more than
900,000 Canadians who rely
on food banks every month.
We can be the change.
This year nearly one ﬁfth of
the high school student body
participated and we collected
two van loads of perishable
food items. Great job St.
Maurice!
Contibuted by
Chhavvy Narendra
St. Maurice
Social Justice Committee

Christmas in October

T

he junior high students
of St. Maurice School
recently participated in a
four day Christmas in October campaign to raise money
for the four children they
sponsor through the Chalice
Program.
This year, the four junior

high homerooms and teachers (A. Andrew, K. Raghuveer, S. Sosnowski, C. Shillingford) have each adopted
their own sponsor child as a
class, from the countries of
Haiti, Philippines, Ghana,
and Bolivia.
They are learning about
the conditions the children
live in, the countries, and
what basic needs are lacking.
Through various activities,
the homerooms have raised
money to sponsor the children for a year. In an extra
effort to provide even more
for the sponsor children and
their families throughout the
Christmas season they raised
money by selling Christmas
door decorations to family
and friends. The money will
used as an additional gift to
each child as well as a special gift for additional family
needs. The campaign was
a huge success and raised
$1,900 within a four day
period. Thank you to the
students, their families, and
friends.
Contributed by
Anita Andrew and
Carrie Shillingford
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Archdiocese of Winnipeg Annual Financial Report
Dear sisters and brothers,

O

nce again we are
pleased to present
our statement of operations; as always, the report
speaks of your generosity.
We are fortunate to have

a very active and competent ﬁnance council who
advise me in the ﬁnancial
resources of the Archdiocese. We are also blessed
to have a strong team in
the ﬁnance department at

the Catholic Centre.
The statement that we
are presenting reﬂects
the ﬁnancial report of the
Archdiocese on June 30,
2012. The complete audited report has been ap-

proved by the members
of the Finance Council.
If you would like more
details, please contact our
Chief Financial Ofﬁcer
Allan Beaudry at (204)
478-3203.

Once again thanks for
your generosity!
+V. James Weisgerber
Archbishop of Winnipeg

e are pleased to provide this report on
the operating revenues and
expenditures of the Roman
Catholic
Archiepiscopal
Corporation of Winnipeg for
the ﬁscal year ended June
30, 2012. The accompanying Statement of Operations,
which is drawn from the audited ﬁnancial statements
of the Corporation, summarizes the sources of revenue
and lists the ministry areas
and services provided to the
parishes and missions of the
Archdiocese of Winnipeg.
Revenues
Total revenues for 2012
were $3,341,150 compared
to $3,371,201 in 2011, a
$30,051 (-0.9%) decrease.
The Sharing God’s Gifts
annual appeal and the parish assessment continue to
generate the major portion
of Archdiocesan funding.
Combined contributions totaled $2,138,981 in 2012
for an increase of $12,714
(+0.6%) over 2011, and represented 64% (2011- 63%)
of total revenues.
Donations, grants and bequests totaled $603,141 in
2012, down $137,159 from
2011. The decrease is mainly attributable to a reduction in bequests received.
This funding helped us to
continue with our efforts in
strengthening our priests’
pension plan. As well, the
funding was directed towards the education of our
seminarians, Westman First
Nations outreach, Religious
Education in the Parkland
and Westman deaneries, and
Micah House - the Archdiocesan Ofﬁce of Social Justice.
Expenditures
Expenditures for pastoral and support services totaled $1,246,567, an increase
of $143,024 or 13.0% from
the prior year. Expenditure
increases and decreases varied between ministry areas.
Stafﬁng level changes were
once again a major contributing cause to some of the
larger variances in some of
our ministries such as pastoral services and human
resources. In 2011, in those

ministries where we had
temporary vacancies, the
program activities had decreased as well. With the return of full stafﬁng, salaries
and beneﬁts and program expenditures increased to more
expected levels. As well, in
the marriage tribunal, the
variance from the prior year
was the result of an increase
in the number of cases adjudicated. The decrease in the
costs for our diaconate and
lay formation programs was
the result of the cyclical nature of the three programs.
Firstly, in our diaconate
formation program, there
were no entrants ready for
2012. Secondly, in our Nathanael program we were in
the third year of a “3 on, 1
off” cycle and experienced a
slight increase over the prior
year. Thirdly, in our Summons program, 2012 was the
third year of a “2 on, 1 off”
cycle, therefore there were
no major program expenditures. The implementation
of the New Roman Missal
resulted in an increase in expenditures in other diocesan
programs.
Chancery and archdiocesan administration expenditures remained relatively
ﬂat this year. In addition to
costs associated with the ofﬁces of the Archbishop and
the Moderator of the Curia,
these expenses include salaries and beneﬁts related to
the Chancery’s secretarial,
accounting and ﬁnancial
management functions and
such items as communications, ofﬁce supplies and
travel.
Priests’ pension and
support totaled $322,759,
compared to $318,643 in
2011, up $4,116 or 1.3%.
In both 2011 and 2012, a
$400,000 additional contribution was made each year
to strengthen the priests’
pension plan. We were able
to accomplish this growth in
support as a result of an increase in bequests for which
we are truly grateful.
Other major items include
mission
support,
seminary and vocations and
building operations. Support

Revenues

Most Reverend
V. James Weisgerber
Reverend
W. Richard Arsenault
Allan Beaudry
Charles Henaire
Reverend Monsignor
D. Ward Jamieson
Ralph Piasta
Guy Prefontaine
Silva de Sousa
William Wachko
Geraldine Willcock

2012 Financial Highlights

W

Archdiocesan
Finance
Council

Archdiocese
of Winnipeg
Fast Facts
Catholic population
155,000
Deaneries and parishes
Deaneries - 6
Parishes - 67
Missions - 22
Reduced Service
Churches - 10
Priests and Religious
Diocesan Priests
(including retired
Priests) - 61
Religious Priests - 23
Deacons - 18
Seminarians - 6
Brothers - 1
Sisters - 110
The Sacraments
Baptisms – 1576
First Communions
– 1005
Conﬁrmations – 575
Marriages – 282
Christian Initiation
of Adults – 40
to home missions in 2012 increased by $10,527 (+8.3%)
mainly as a result of the
timing of mission expenditures. (The missions are
on a December ﬁscal year
and the Archdiocese is on
a June ﬁscal year.) Building operations were down
slightly ($15,238) to 2010
levels. In 2011, there were
equipment purchases and
maintenance and repairs that
were required, as the prior
two years had remained
relatively stable. Donations
were down, as 2011 includ-

ed a $50,000 donation to
St. Joseph’s Seminary and
a $50,000 donation to Assumption Cemetery to create a special Priests’ Garden
section within the cemetery
grounds.
Total
expenditures
were $3,243,747 in 2012, a
$48,458 (+1.5%) increase
over 2011.
Results
These operating activities resulted in an excess
of revenue over expenditures of $97,403 for 2012
($175,912 for 2011). After

Expenditures

all allocations and adjustments to capital assets and
internally restricted net assets, our unrestricted net assets decreased by $115,265.
Concluding Comments
The Archdiocese of
Winnipeg
is
extremely
grateful to all who contribute their time, skills and resources to the needs of the
Church in our communities. We recognize that it is
only through your commitment and generosity that we
continue to respond and to
serve.

Catholic Schools
Parish Schools - 7
Schools run by
religious orders - 2
Number of students in
all schools - 3,414
Cathechetics
Number of children in
Cathechetics
- 3,900
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Sr. B.I. Bartush receives Canon Law award and Papal Honour

T

he Canadian Canon
Law Society held its
2012 convention at the Delta Hotel in Winnipeg Oct.
22-24 with eighty canonists
from Canada and the USA
gathering for three days of
input and discussion. The
theme of the convention
was Faith and the Law.
The opening address was
given by Ukrainian Metropolitan-Archbishop Lawrence Huculak and Archbishop James Weisgerber
presided over the closing
Mass at St. Mary’s Cathedral.
During the closing banquet Sr. Betty Iris Bartush
rndm, was given the John
Thorn Award for distinguished service to the society, and Archbishop Weisgerber presented her with
the Pope’s Pro Ecclesia et
Pontiﬁce Cross medal for
service to the church and to
the Pope.
Sr. Betty Iris served as a

judge on the Archdiocese
of Winnipeg marriage tribunal for 18 years, became
director in 2005, and retired last June. In 1998 she
became the ﬁrst woman to
be named Vice-Chancellor
of the Archdiocese of Winnipeg.
In presenting Sr. Betty Iris
with the John Thorn Award
the society mentioned her
contribution to service
through her work with the
tribunal, her canonical advice, her service to the Society through talks given
and advice offered and her
service to religious communities of women throughout
Canada and the world.
“Sister Betty Iris Bartush
has deep commitments to
learning, to justice, to compassion and to right-relationship,” said Msgr. Ward
Jamieson. “In responding
to God’s call, she discerned
that the way for her to live
those commitments fully,

Sr. Betty Iris Bartush receives the John Thorn
Award from Canadian Canon Law Society president Most Reverend Wayne Kirkpatrick
was as a Sister of Our Lady
of the Missions, and she
has followed that path for
over sixty years.”
Born in Fort Frances, Ont.,
she entered the sisters’ con-

gregation in Regina, Sask.,
in 1947 and made ﬁrst vows
in 1951. Her teaching career spans four decades and
three provinces, Saskatchewan, Ontario and Mani-

toba. She taught students
from grades four to twelve
in a wide range of subjects.
She also taught in Ethiopia
and Australia.
After retiring from teaching in the Brandon public
school system in 1991, Sr.
Betty Iris studied at St.
Paul’s university in Ottawa where she earned an
advanced degree in Canon law and subsequently
joined the marriage tribunal
in Winnipeg.
“Throughout her canonical career, Sr. Betty Iris
was a consultant to numerous communities of religious women as far aﬁeld
as Africa and India,” Msgr.
Jamieson said. “She was a
procurator/advocate for the
National Appeal Tribunal;
the contact person for the
Archdiocese of Winnipeg in
allegations of sexual abuse
and a ready and competent
canonical advisor to many
fellow canonists. Sr. Betty

Iris has also served as the
English Consultator on the
executive of the Canadian
Canon Law Society.”
As he presented the Pope’s
medal (see picrture on page
8) Archbishop Weisgerber
said working with Sr. Betty
Iris “was an absolute joy.
Betty Iris combined head
and heart perfectly. She
has done great pastoral service.”
Receiving her awards, Sr.
Betty Iris said when one is
honored by colleagues “it
is very special. My years
as a canon lawyer were extremely rewarding for me.
The Archdiocese of Winnipeg has been a wonderful place to work. I had the
support and the conﬁdence
of my employers. I feel
blessed for what I have and
I hope to be able to continue to use my gifts.”
Contributed by
James Buchok

Celebrating our Journey

The Journey Today

A

panel of witnesses was
asked to share their experience of church today,
in light of the vision of the
Second Vatican Council, as
the archdiocese gathered
for Celebrating Our Journey Together, a two-day
event Oct. 26-27 marking
the 50th anniversary of the
opening of the Second Vatican Council.
Rev. Geoffrey Angeles,
pastor at Sacred Heart
Church in Virden and St.
John’s Parish, Grande
Clairiere, spoke about the
liturgy; Suzanne St. Yves,
a parishioner at St. Ignatius
parish, shared her views of
social justice, and Leah
Perrault, Director of Pastoral Services for the Diocese
of Saskatoon and author
of two books, Theology of
the Body for Every Body
and How Far Can We Go,
spoke about the laity’s role
in the church.
Angeles said liturgy is
“personal to each and every one of us, and it is at
the very beginnings of our
faith. When we think of the
council we think of change
and when it comes to liturgy did we ever experience a change. The church
that I know now and the
church that I am continuing
to love, and we know love
is a work in progress, is
truly informed by the wisdom that is behind Vatican
II,” Angeles said.
Angeles said liturgy is not
someone’s job or singular
task, “liturgy is God’s work
done by the people for the
sake of others and for the
sake of another. “Our understanding of our ministry
and the liturgy and roles in
the liturgy can become segmented by not understanding that it is God’s work
that we are doing on behalf
of others.”
St. Yves, said the documents of Vatican II “are
clear about paying atten-

tion to the image of God in
the ones who are needy by
serving those who are poor,
hungry and imprisoned.”
“The eucharist should
propel us into action as the
body of Christ,” St. Yves
said. “We come to the table
at the Mass. A table that is
set supposedly for everyone
but how do we live that out
in our lives and through the
vision of Vatican II?”
“Social justice asks us to
look at the issues in our
city, our country and our
world and then to ask the
hard questions. A desire for
social justice should move
us to social action.”
Perrault said the Second
Vatican Council described a
“full, conscious, active participation in the liturgy, and
it is our right as the baptized
people of God in every life-

Organizers, speakers and other contributors gather at the conclusion of Celebrating Our Journey.
style or location, to be a
part of that, ordained and
lay and religious, it is our
duty,” Perrault said.
She said people would
have an easier time getting themselves to Mass,
“if we understood that what
we do when we go there

is participate with Jesus
in saving the world.” And
that includes when she and
her husband have their two
small children in church
who are doing everything
they can to not make it an
easy time.
Perrault said the Second

Vatican Council teaches
that we are all part of the
baptized priesthood. “From
the moment of our baptism
we are called and asked to
take up our duty to minister.
Most of us don’t work in the
church and so maybe you
don’t think about what you

do out there in the world as
ministry. But in everything
we do we have an opportunity to minister.”
Contributed by
James Buchok

Day for Vocations at Christ the King, Selkirk

A

Day for Vocations was
held Oct. 20 in the
Archdiocese of Winnipeg
bringing together married
couples, single people and
other men and women to
consider and discuss four
types of vocation; single
life, marriage, consecrated
life and ordained ministry.
The day was hosted by
the archdiocesan director
of vocations Pastor Rev.
James deBeer at Christ
the King Church in Selkirk and featured a pre- Rev. James deBeer and Rev. Michael Wollbaum.
sentation by Rev. Michael
Wollbaum said as a teenWollbaum, pastor at St. in our life is a challenge,”
Theresa’s Church in West Wollbaum said. “We are ager, priesthood “was not
St. Paul and St. Margaret’s bombarded by informa- on the radar. I was going to
tion. How do we know be a pharmacist or scienin Little Britain.
Ordained in 1996, Woll- what is God’s voice and tist, get married and have a
family and be a good Cathbaum was previously what is something else?”
He
said
the
Second
Vatiolic, but I had no desire or
pastor at Good Shepherd
plan
for the priesthood.”
can
Council,
which
began
Church in Portage la Prai“If
God is calling, just
50
years
ago,
“identiﬁed
rie. Wollbaum shared how
someone might hear, and that the call was a gift giv- because we may not think
answer, a call to conse- en to us in baptism. God we are ﬁt to be a priest, we
crated life or ordained planted the seeds in our can’t rule it out because
lives at the time of bap- God’s call comes from
ministry.
God,” Wollbaum said,
“Answering God’s call tism.”

quoting from John 15:16,
“I chose you.”
Wollbaum recalled helping his father in his work
with satellite TV dishes
and how the dish had to
be properly positioned to
receive the signal and how
in the same way a person
needs to be positioned to
receive God’s call. Part of
that positioning requires
making time for prayer.
“If we don’t take time to
pray and listen to God, how
do we know what God is
saying?” Wollbaum asked,
adding it is not enough to
attend weekly Mass. “A
life of daily prayer has to
be there. It’s the same as
working on a marriage or
any other relationships.
Imagine if you only spent
one hour a week with your
wife or family.”
Wollbaum said other
ways to prepare to receive
God’s call is to celebrate
reconciliation often “so
there is nothing in the way

of the spirit,” and to seek
out the guidance of a spiritual director.
“There are lots of people who have the talent
to help you discern,” he
said. “They will help you
reﬂect on what God is trying to tell you. Sometimes
we can’t see what we are
called to but others can see
a spark of holiness in us. If
we’re called to something
special God will bring other people to conﬁrm that.”
“I thought I didn’t have
the gift,” Wollbaum said.
“I was the shyest guy
around. I had a desire to
serve but I wasn’t sure if it
was strong enough.”
“None of us will ﬁnd a
vocation that is easy,” he
said. “If God is really calling you the call will continue to grow.”
Contributed by
James Buchok
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A

rchbishop
James Weisgerber, in his
capacity as Chancellor of St. Paul’s
College at the
University of Manitoba, presides at
the installation of
the college’s new
rector, Dr. Christopher Adams, Nov.
4, with Deacon
Richard Ludwick,
centre, Chair of
St. Paul’s College
Board of Governors.

A

t the conclusion of
the Canadian Canon
Law Society convention
in Winnipeg, Archbishop
Weisgerber presented
Sr. Betty Iris Bartush,
rndm, with the Papal
Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice
Cross medal for service
to the church and to the
Pope.
See story on page 7.

I

R

ev. Mark Filips, left, a graduate of Sacred
Heart School of Theology in Hales Corners,
Wis., and now pastor at St. Jude’s Church in Erickson, Man., poses with Archbishop Weisgerber and
Rev. Dr. Charles Brown, SCJ, a scripture scholar
and lecturer at Sacred Heart and guest speaker
at the archdiocesan clergy Study Days at Elk Horn
Resort Oct. 1-4

Fall Catechists’ workshop: A Well Built Faith

f salvation is not based on
doing good works, why
is it important for Catholics
to perform acts of kindness
and mercy?
Catechists, religious educators, and RCIA teams
mulled over that question
as the catechetical director
for the Archdiocese of St.
Boniface, Koreen Hrizai
and her counterpart from
the Archdiocese of Winnipeg, Judy Vermette presented a fall catechist workshop
based on the Joe Paprocki
book A Well Built Faith: A
Catholic’s Guide to Knowing and Sharing What We
Believe. The workshop was
presented on two evenings
Sept. 13 and 18 and in a
one day format on Sept. 15
at the St. Boniface Pastoral
Centre.
Acts of mercy are important, Vermette said, “because we’re called to live
out our faith in the image of
Christ.” She read from the
Gospel of Luke and the parable of the man attacked by
robbers and the Samaritan
who aided him, and Jesus
said “go and do likewise.”
Hrizai spoke of Catholicism’s seven corporal
works of mercy which include feeding the hungry,
sheltering the homeless and
visiting the imprisoned,
and how Paprocki presents
ways of performing such
works that are aside from
the obvious.
“You can go volunteer at
a soup kitchen, but what
about the mother with
young children, who says
‘I’m going to the soup
kitchen’ and then her other
duties don’t get done. She
can make a donation to a
food bin and feed her family, that’s also feeding the
hungry. You can approach
a troubled teenager to visit
them in the prison of their
confusion or visit those
imprisoned by loneliness,
illness or old age. You can

volunteer with Habitat for
Humanity but if you can’t
build things you can organize a bake sale and raise
money for that cause. There
are lots of different ways.”
“We are called as a church
to be sure the world is in
right relationship and that
calls us to social justice,”
Hrizai said. “Not everything is in right relationship
and that is not how God
wants us to be. If poverty is
an obstacle for me to live in
right relationship with the
world I have to try to correct that.”
Vermette said Paprocki
describes what prayer is in
the context of what prayer
is not. “We do not pray to
change God’s mind but to
change ourselves. Prayer is
not an attempt to manipulate or change reality. The
most profound effect of
prayer is not necessarily on
the person being prayed for
but on the person praying.”
Praying to God is much
like our relations with others, she said. “When things
are good we communicate
easily. When things are not
good in can be very hard.”
But, she added, prayer
should be easy. “St. Ignatius said we should be able
to talk to God as a friend.
But sometimes the notion
of communicating with
the creator of the universe
can leave us at a loss for
words.”
Vermette said the disciples had the same problem
and that is why they asked
Jesus how they should pray
and why he taught them the
Lord’s Prayer. Vermette
said it’s signiﬁcant the
prayer begins with “Our
father. It’s not ‘my’ father,”
she said. “We all have the
same father so we must all
be brothers and sisters.”
Some Catholics have a
problem with the word
evangelization, Vermette
said, because for most it

brings to mind a fervent
television preacher. Vermette quoted Pope Paul VI
who said “the church exists
to evangelize. Evangelization as Catholics is more
about creating our own
relationship with God and
being yourself and letting
people see that you have
that relationship. The most
important things for us as
catechists is to bring people
into that relationship with
God.”
Contributed by
James Buchok

Koreen Hrizai and Judy Vermette

Archbishop Weisgerber’s Schedule
Saturday

December 1 6:30 pm
December 3-6

Friday

December 7

7:30 pm

Saturday

December 8

5:00 pm

Monday

December 10 1:00 pm

Tuesday
Wednesday

December 11 2:30 pm
December 12 3:00 pm

Friday

December 14 6:30 pm

Sunday

December 16 5:00 am

Tuesday
Thursday

December 18 10:00 am
December 20 5:00 pm

Saturday
Monday
Tuesday

December 22 5:30 am
December 24 10:00 pm
December 25 10:00 am

Thursday

December 27 5:00 pm

Tuesday
Sunday
Tuesday

January 1
1:00 pm
January 10-13
January 13
11:00 `
January 15
7:30 pm

Thursday

January 17

11:30 am
7:00 pm

Mass, Stony Mountain Institution
Priests Study Days
San Bernadino, California
Mass in Honour of the Canonization of
St Pedro, St Mary’s Cathedral
Mass, Immaculate Conception Parish,
Winnipeg
Manitoba Catholic Bishops and Bishops
and Religious Superiors Meeting
Winnipeg
Council of Priests Meeting, Winnipeg
Archdiocesan Finance Council
Winnipeg
K of C State Christmas Party
St. Boniface
Dawn Mass
St. Edward’s Parish, Winnipeg
Ecumenical Bishops’ Meeting, Winnipeg
Christmas Dinner for Seminarians
Archbishop’s Residence, Winnipeg
Dawn Mass, St Peter’s Parish, Winnipeg
Christmas Eve Mass, St Mary’s Cathedral
Christmas Day Mass (German)
St Joseph’s Parish, Winnipeg
Priests’ Christmas Party,
St Kateri Parish Winnipeg
Lieutenant Governor’s Levy, Winnipeg
Western Bishop’s Retreat , Mission, B.C.
Mass, St Frances de Sales, Winnipeg
RCIA Presentation
St Ignatius Paris, Winnipeg
Catholic Health Corporation
of Manitoba Meeting, Winnipeg
Theology on Tap, Winnipeg

