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Archbishop James 
Weisgerber cel-

ebrated a Mass for Pope 
Francis March 17, a man 
the archbishop met and 
worked with some ten 
years ago during a synod 
of bishops at the Vatican.
“He’s an absolutely 

wonderful man,” Weis-
gerber told local media 
days after the election of 
Cardinal Jorge Bergoglio. 
“I just found him so atten-
tive, listening so carefully. 
He impressed me greatly. 
I always considered him a 
friend after that,” he said.
In opening the Mass at St. 

Mary’s Cathedral, Weis-
gerber said he would have 
celebrated it on March 19, 
the day of the Pope’s inau-
guration, but that was also 
the day of the installation 
of Most Reverend Murray 
Chatlain as Archbishop of 
the Archdiocese of Kee-
watin-Le Pas in Northern 
Manitoba, an event Weis-
gerber was committed to 
attending. Weisgerber add-
ed that the inauguration of 

Pope Francis was being 
held on the feast day of St. 
Joseph, the patron saint of 
the Universal Church, the 
church in Canada and the 
Archdiocese of Winnipeg.
“God leads us in giving 

thanks for the great gift of 
the Holy Father,” Weisger-
ber said. “Pope Francis re-
minds us of  a journey we 
are on together.”
Weisgerber said when 

Pope Francis appeared to 
the crowds in St. Peter’s 
square he greeted the 
Church of Rome and spoke 
of “walking together with 
us, supporting each other, 
loving each other and that 
is essentially his role. He 
is the Bishop of Rome, of 
that local church, and every 
church like Winnipeg, St. 
Boniface and Winnipeg’s 
Ukrainian Church, are lo-
cal churches and the role 
of the bishop is like that 
of the Bishop of Rome, to 
gather us together to make 
us one people, so that we 
are community, so that we 
work together in unity and 

love. Because the Bishop 
of Rome is the successor 
of Peter he has a unique 
role to keep all of the 
church together in unity 

and love.”
Weisgerber likened the 

role of a bishop to that of 
a referee, who is not the 
one who makes the rules 

but is the one who says 
what the rules are. He said 
in the Archdiocese of Win-
nipeg there are about 90 
parishes and 70 priests. “If 
they don’t accept the rules 
there can’t be any game,” 
he said. “But the game 
isn’t about the referee, it’s 
about the people, and the 
role of the priest is to let 
you be who God wants you 
to be.” 

Weisgerber said when 
it comes to creating the 
rules, all of the churches 
are involved in discern-
ing “what the spirit wants 
for us,” and when people 
complain “that’s a part of 
it.”
“We are here to listen,” 

the archbishop said, as he 
spoke of the day’s Gospel 
from John and the story 
of Jesus and the woman 
caught in adultery. “Jesus 
marries justice with com-
passion. He says ‘I will 
not condemn you.’ He 
doesn’t say her sin doesn’t 
matter. He says ‘go and 
sin no more.’ We have to 
be aware of what distracts 
us from being human and 
that is what sin is. It’s a 
very big challenge and not 
all of us will always get it 
right. Our sins do not sep-
arate us from God’s love. 
He wants us to grow. He 
forgives us and calls us.”

Contributed by 
James Buchok

Archbishop celebrates Thanksgiving Mass for the Election of Pope Francis

Archbishop Weisgerber presides at a Thanksgiving Mass for Pope 
Francis, March 17 at St. Mary’s Cathedral. 

“Pope Francis reminds us of a 
journey we are on together.”

— Archbishop James Weisgerber

Pastoral Vision: Building Community in the Archdiocese of Winnipeg

‘Let us rejoice and let others see us rejoice’
Archbishop Weisgerber 

wants the churches of 
the archdiocese to celebrate 
their communities, “to re-
flect on what God has done 
for us,” and to do so with 
potluck dinners, dances and 
parties. 
“When I was a pastor my 

favourite times were the 
parties,” said the archbishop 
as he celebrated the Mass 
of Chrism, March 25 at St. 
Mary’s Cathedral.
Community building is 

the final phase of the ten-
year pastoral plan set out 
by Archbishop Weisgerber 
in his 2005 letter Pastoral 
Vision, Building A Church 
of Communion. The vision 
focuses on four priorities 
which began with liturgy, 
education and stewardship.
“The pastoral plan this year 

and next is to become more 
and more a community,” the 
archbishop said. “This first 
year is simply to recognize 
who we are.”
Weisgerber said when he 

finds discouragement among 
dedicated parishioners who 
worry over the lack of at-
tendance of younger genera-
tions he is reminded of the 
parable of the Prodigal Son. 

“There is a great temptation 
for us to become like the old-
er brother who stayed with 
his father and worked and 
became full of resentment 
while the younger brother 
went to look for greener pas-
tures. We forget to rejoice 
and be glad. And we have to 
let others see us rejoice and 
this is where we are in the 
pastoral plan.”
“God is doing wonderful 

things among us and so of-

ten we are so busy trying to 
help God we forget to thank 
God. There have been so 
many friendships created in 
our church community. But 
when we get tired and wor-
ried we don’t want to dance 
or have a party. In this first 
year, take another look at our 
diocesan community and see 
what God has done for us.”
At the Mass of Chrism, also 

known as the Mass of the 
Oils, the archbishop blesses 

the Oil of Catechumens, the 
Oil of the Sick and the Oil 
for Chrism, which are then 
presented to representa-
tives of each church in the 
diocese to be used in their 
community’s celebration of 
sacraments throughout the 
coming year.
“In the end,” the archbish-

op said “it’s about oil. Oil 
is a great sign of overflow-
ing joy. God is here, Jesus is 
here, present in the commu-

nity where we meet. That is 
where we meet Jesus, where 
we have been anointed by 
God. God is making us his 
church, his people, and the 
oils are a sign of that. Oil is 
a sign of being chosen. Oil 
always signifies that God 
chooses us, graces us and 
claims us as his well be-
loved.”
The Oil of Catechumens is 

used to anoint those called 
in the sacrament of baptism.  
The Oil of the Sick is used in 
the sacrament of the anoint-
ing of the sick. The Oil of 
Chrism is used in baptism, 
confirmation and holy or-
ders.  Because the bishop, or 
in this case archbishop, is the 
only minister in the diocese 
who may consecrate chrism, 
this Mass highlights his min-
istry and his union with the 
churches of the archdiocese. 
He will not baptize and con-
firm everyone in the parishes 
of the archdiocese, but he 
will be symbolically pres-
ent in the chrism which the 
priests and deacons will use
The mass also included a 

renewal of commitment to 
priestly service by the priests 
of the archdiocese. The 
priests renew the promises 

they made at ordination and 
recommit themselves to ser-
vice of God and their sisters 
and brothers. The archbish-
op receives their promises, 
and reminds them of their 
responsibilities. 
The Mass’ concluding rite 

included the Distribution of 
the Oils with representatives 
from each parish, together 
with their pastor or admin-
istrator being called forward 
and entrusted with carrying 
the oils to their faith com-
munities. Each parish was 
called by name by Msgr. D. 
Ward Jamieson, Vicar Gen-
eral and Rector of St. Mary’s 
Cathedral.
Pastoral Vision, Building A 

Church of Communion can 
be found on the archdioc-
esan website at www.arch-
winnipeg.ca, by clicking on 
the archbishop’s link . 
Contributed by 
James Buchok

Archbishop Weisgerber presides at the Mass of  Chrism March 25.

Read more 
about 

Community 
Building 

in the 
Archdiocese 

on pages 4, 5 
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The memory of  Blessed Nykyta Budka and 100 years of  the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Manitoba will be honoured at the 

35th Annual Caritas Award Dinner on Tues., April 23,  
at the Winnipeg Convention Centre. For tickets contact 

The Catholic Foundation of  Manitoba 
at (204) 233-4268 or e-mail: cfmb@mts.net 

visit our website www.catholicfoundation.mb.ca
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Too often a dire situation 
has to become a crisis 

before the world takes no-
tice, but a new documen-
tary film tells the story of a 
catastrophe averted before 
it could make headlines.
The Salt and Light Tele-

vision production of  A 
New Leaf - Food Crisis in 
West Africa, depicts the 
assistance provided by the 
Canadian Catholic Orga-
nization for Development 
and Peace and the Cana-
dian Food Grains Bank to 
Caritas Niger to prevent a 
food shortage in the Sahel 
region from escalating into 
a famine. 
The film was screened 

March 1 at Booth Univer-
sity College in Winnipeg 
and aired on Salt and Light 
March 7 and 10.
Both Development and 

Peace and Caritas Interna-
tional are member agen-
cies of the Winnipeg-based 
CFGB which collects grain 
and cash donations for 
projects with its 15 member 
agencies and their partners. 
Since 1983, the Foodgrains 
Bank has provided more 
than 1.1 million tonnes of 
food to people in need, as 
well as advice to its mem-

bers and partners on man-
agement and procurement 
of food commodities and 
engaging in public policy 
and education activities 
related to hunger and food 
security.
In a panel discussion 

following the screening, 
CFGB executive direc-
tor Jim Cornelius said the 
strength of his organiza-
tion is in the cooperation 
of its 15 member churches. 
“It’s impossible for all of 
them to have a strong pres-
ence in all of the places 
that need their help, but all 
of them provide support 
where required. The film 
is one effort to speak about 
this partnership,” Corne-
lius said, adding the first 
big response in the Sahel 
came from Development 
and Peace.
The film’s director, Krys 

Dmytrenko of Salt and 
Light said the project dif-
fered from others he has 
been part of. “I’ve been 
able to see churches work-
ing in parts of the world but 
never like this,” he said, 
admitting he was unaware 
of the Sahel situation until 
Development and Peace 
approached Salt and Light 

about the project. which 
was filmed last July. “This 
is the story of the world 
mobilizing to prevent a cri-
sis,” he said.
Fr. Isidore Ouédraogo, ex-

ecutive secretary of Caritas 
in Burkina Faso, the coun-
try that contains the Sahel, 
praised the work of Caritas 
international for its sup-
port of women, whom he 
describes as the future of 
his country. “Women are 
working hard for their chil-
dren and their families,” he 
said, adding Caritas pro-
vides literacy programs for 
women and opportunities 
for girls to attend school. 

“If we decide to make 
change we can. They are 
waiting for just one hand 

to help them.” Ouédraogo 

told the audience “what 
each one of you does as an 
individual is having an im-
pact on individuals. “
Kelly Di Domenico, com-

munications officer for 
Development and Peace, 
who was on location with 
the film crew, said in the 
Sahel she was struck by the 
amount of time and effort 
required to prepare just one 
meal, with an entire day 
beginning with harvesting 
of the food staple of mil-
let, followed by prepara-
tion and cooking. She said 
Development and Peace is 
providing help to parishes 
interested in showing the 
documentary. “This is a 
small snapshot of what 
Development and Peace is 

doing,” she said. “Hopeful-
ly we can tell more of the 
story in the future.”
Archbishop of St. Boni-

face Albert Le Gatt, who 
worked in Ghana with 
CUSO from 1974 to 1977 
said people didn’t know 
about the Sahel “because 
there were no pictures of 
starving babies. But why 
do we have to wait for 
that?” He quoted from 
Pope Benedict XVI’s En-
cyclical Letter, Caritas in 
Veritate, “we can’t have an 
economy ultimately based 
on greed.”

Contributed by
James Buchok

D&P releases A New Leaf - Food Crisis in West Africa

Kelly Di Domenico, communications officer for De-
velopment and Peace, and documentary director 
Kris Dmytrenko.
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Community is built up by people sharing their gifts

I am grateful to be asked 
my comments on com-

munity and community 
building. But I am still 
learning and have a long 
way to go. St. Ignatius 
Parish has been the best 
instructor I have ever 
had, though.

What is community?
The people we belong 

among, sharing life and 
our gifts with each other.  
Christian community is 
the body of Christ. We 
have a common mis-
sion. Our mission is his 
mission, to proclaim the 
kingdom of God, show-
ing that God is love, more 
in deeds than in words.  In 
the world we are to bring 
this message sometimes 
like light and sometimes 
like leaven. The commu-
nity we belong to gives 
our lives meaning, and 
the meaning of who we 
are is found squarely in 

our celebration of the Eu-
charist.

How do we 
build community?

Prayer. This is the pri-
mary responsibility. We 
need to learn how to listen 
to God, and to discern the 
Holy Spirit from among 
other voices. We can al-
ways trust the Holy Spirit 
will build up the commu-
nity of the Church. Prayer 
in our lives is a good thing 
to have in common.
Care. Belonging has no 

meaning if we do not care 
for each other, especially 
the weakest members 
of the community. The 
sick, suffering and griev-
ing need our attention, 
care, and to be lifted up 
in prayer. Our children 
need to be enlightened 
in the ways of living as 
Christians. Youth need a 
special place of belong-

ing in the church, which 
allows them to do good 
works that helps their 
faith grow. The poor and 
anyone in need require 
help that is liberating, not 
only charity.
Participation. In min-

istry. In the mission. In 
works that build us up, 
and in works that reach 
out beyond the commu-
nity. Through service we 
get in touch with the real-
ity of God’s love. Com-
munity is built up by peo-
ple sharing their gifts.
Justice. Equality, fair-

ness, solidarity, partner-
ship and collaboration, as 
part of the life and mis-
sion of the community.  
Celebration:  The Eu-

charistic celebration, the 
celebration of sacraments, 
yes. But our gratitude for 
each other ought to be 
celebrated regularly, in a 

variety of parish celebra-
tions. Can we afford it?  
We can’t afford not to!
Leadership. That is just, 

caring, prayerful, collab-
orative, esteeming of oth-
ers, and looking for their 
gifts. You don’t know 
where leaders are going 
to come from, but they 
emerge, rise up, come 
forward, or are called 
forward. It’s like a Papal 
election! Great surprises 
happen in community. 

Good leaders lead by ex-
ample. I think that under-
lying the world’s interest 
in our new Pope Francis 
is that he is showing us 
Jesus.

What are some 
challenges to 

community building?
We run into trouble when 

we are not listening to the 
Holy Spirit and following 
a way that is not of God, 
not of Christ.  This is why 
prayer is so primarily im-

portant. It’s that opposing 
way, the un-Godly way, 
which leads to things 
like entitlement, gos-
sip, bullying, division, 
power struggles, bad ex-
ample, etc. People get 
discouraged, they leave 
community, and youth 
are disillusioned, when 
community is inauthen-
tic.  But even if we leave, 
when we come to our 
senses, so to speak, and 
want to live a meaning-
ful life, I think we want 
to come home. Christian 
community is human 
and not perfect.  We are 
sinful and we do not live 
Christianity as authenti-
cally as we would all like 
to.  But our community is 
also the Body of Christ, 
led by the Holy Spirit, 
and it is home, where we 
feel we belong.
Contributed by
Fr. Gerry McDougall, S.J. 
Pastor
St. Ignatius Parish
Winnipeg

Fr. Gerry McDougall, S.J. 

  Pastoral Vision: Community Building in the Archdiocese of Winnipeg

As the Archdiocese pursues its Pastoral Plan, the 
New Wine Press is asking members of the clergy and laity 

to provide their views of Community. 

Holy Cross Parish in Ashern 
Celebrating its 100th Anniversary

Sunday, September 1, 2013

If you have been involved in any way with our parish please join us 
for this celebration and invite others you think might like to come. 

We will start the day with mass and blessing of the cemetery. This will 
be followed by a reception. Watch for more information in future edi-
tions of the New Wine Press. For more information contact Glenda 
at rg_granger@yahoo.ca or Joyce at hbudnick@mymts.net 
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  Pastoral Vision: Community Building in the Archdiocese of Winnipeg

With an invitation to 
‘Come and See’ the 

Archdiocese of Winnipeg 
has begun spreading the 
word that its Nathanael 
adult faith formation pro-
cess begins in September 
with a renewed vision.
Nathanael 2013, the Next 

Generation, is for Catho-
lics seeking to grow in 
their knowledge and love 
of God, for those desiring 
to discover something new 
and deeper about their re-
lationship with Jesus and 
to help them make connec-
tions between Sunday wor-
ship and their every day 
life.
At a ‘Come and See’ in-

formation session for po-
tential Nathanaelites March 
2 at Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help Parish,  program di-
rector Sr. Cathy Laviolette, 
who is participating in 
her fourth Nathanael pro-
cess, said the program has 
changed much since it be-
gan 20 years ago.  
“We’ve adapted to the 

needs of the people and 
the culture of today” she 
said, adding that many 
who join Nathanael may 
not have experienced any 
faith formation since they 
were confirmed. “They’re 
looking for something that 
can bring it all together for 
them. Like a seamless gar-
ment, so that their Catho-
lic faith and their life are 
seamless.”
Laviolette is joined on the 

Nathanael facilitators team 
by Brother Camille Légaré, 
Fr. Darrin Gurr, Fr. James 
deBeer and Helena Fitzger-
ald, each of whom presents 
one of the five main pillars 
of the program; theology, 
scripture, liturgy, spiritu-
ality and human growth.  
Time allotments for each 
pillar are on average two 

hours monthly. Eucharist, 
celebration of the sacra-
ments and morning and 
evening prayer are all inter-
woven into the process.
Légaré said the scripture 

study involves discussions 
of who wrote the Bible, 
where and when and how 
the Old and New Testa-
ments are linked. He said 
Nathanael graduates in-
variably comment that after 
the experience, “they don’t 
read the Bible the same 
way.”
Speaking of the liturgical 

aspects of the course Gurr 
said “we learn the things of 
God and heaven through 
our celebration. We’ll bring 
the liturgical life of the 
church to life.” Because of 
the importance of the plac-
es where Catholics gather 
there are also discussions of 
church architecture through 
the ages, and the reasons 
for how they were, and are, 
designed.
The program runs for three 

years, eight weekends per 
year from Oct. to May, at 
St. Benedict’s Retreat and 
Conference Centre in north 
Winnipeg. The theme for 
year one is Personal Con-
version, year two, Called to 
be Church and year three, 

Sent Into the World.
Despite the long commit-

ment, Laviolette said in her 
experience there has been 
very little attrition in the 
program, and in fact the one 
person who could not com-
plete was due to a change 
in work schedule. She said 
people stay with the pro-
gram because the partici-
pants form a community. 
“We believe the wisdom 
is in the group, not only 
the facilitators,” she said. 
There is a fee of $250 but 
no one has ever been turned 
away due to finances.
There is no expectation 

that candidates become 
leaders in parishes after 
they have completed the 
process but many Nathana-
elites do become leaders in 
their faith communities.
A second information ses-

sion was offered at St. An-
thony of Padua Parish in 
West Kildonan March 10 
and a third April 4 at St. Vi-
tal Parish.
For more information 

about Nathanael 2013, the 
Next Generation, go to the 
Archdiocese of Winnipeg 
website. 

Contributed by
James Buchok

Rev. Darrin Gurr, Sr. Cathy Laviolette, Rev. 
James deBeer and Br. Camille Légaré.

The Summons

Being Church
Archbishop Weisge-

ber was the guest 
presenter at the March 
weekend gathering of The 
Summons – the Archdi-
ocesan Adult Faith For-
mation program held in 
Neepawa. The topic for 
the weekend was “Being 
Church” and discussions 
focused on “what does 
it mean to be Church?”, 
“who is the Church?”, 
and “what is the role and 
mission of the Church?” 
Archbishop Wiesgerber 

spoke of the transition 
from the understanding of 
whom and what Church is 
from the Council of Trent 
to the vision of Vatican II. 
From the Council of Trent 
up to the time of Vatican 
II, the understanding of 
Church was in the im-
age of a triangle. At the 
top of the peak was the 
pope, then the bishops 
and clergy, and at the base 
was the laity. The Church 
was authoritarian in its 
nature. However, the vi-
sion of Church presented 
in the documents of Vati-
can II changed that image 
to that of a circle. We all 
are equal in dignity and 
respect by virtue of our 
baptism. Each of us has 
a right and a responsibil-
ity in the life and mission 
of the Church. Using the 
image of the Church as 
a body, as St. Paul de-
scribed in his letters, we 
all are united together as 
one and we all fulfil the 
varieties of responsibili-
ties and functions within 
the Church. 
The Archbishop also 

spoke of the Church as 
“our story,” as presented 
in four acts and related 
each of the acts as to what 

it means to be Church. 
Act 1 Creation: All of 

God’s creation is good. 
All creation is intercon-
nected and interdepen-
dent. God’s plan was 
about harmony, unity, 
and justice among all cre-
ation and all humanity. 
However, as we know, 
evil and sin entered into 
creation which was never 
a part of God’s plan. But 
God never gives up on us 
or creation. 
Act 2 Jesus: God sends 

his only Son Jesus to 
gather his people together 
again and not be estranged 
to God because of sin. 
Act 3 Church: The 

formation of the Church 
by Jesus after His Resur-
rection by breathing His 
Spirit upon the apostles 
thus forming a new cre-
ation. We encounter Jesus 
in the life of community, 
through this breath of the 

Holy Spirit. The Church 
is both human and divine, 
just as Jesus was. The 
Archbishop quoted from 
the Vatican II document 
The Constitution on the 
Sacred Liturgy, “It is the 
essence of the Church 
that she be both human 
and divine, visible and 
yet invisibly equipped, 
eager to act and yet intent 
on contemplation, present 
in this world and yet not 
at home in it …” (SC #2). 
And finally, Act 4: Jesus 
will come again to create 
anew the heavens and the 
earth to return to God’s 
original plan for creation 
and humanity. 
All participants of The 

Summons gained a great-
er understanding and 
appreciation into Being 
Church.

Contributed by
Fr. Eric Giddins

Archbishop Weisgerber speaks to par-
ticipants in The Summons at St. Dominic’s 
Church in Neepawa.

St. Augustine’s Ministry Fair, ‘Building a Church of Community’
A grateful heart is a joyful heart. A joyful energy was certainly present at 

the Ministry Fair held at St Augustine’s parish in Brandon the weekend 
of  Feb 9 and 10. 
The Stewardship committee began the task of  seeking out the various 

ministries in the parish 10 months prior to the event. The theme chosen by 
the ministry fair comittee was Building a Church of  Community, which was 
reflected in the decor, and handouts. Thirty-nine ministries had displays 
which were visited by many parishoners after each of  the four weekend 
Masses.
In evaluating this project the ministry fair committee felt that their two 

main objectives were met. Those being celebrating the many ways we, 
the parishoners of  St Augustine’s use our God-given gifts, and building a 
Church of  community. We became more aware of  who we are as a parish.
The ministry fair was orgainized by the Stewardship team, with the help of  

approximately 15 other parishoners who came forward to help with plan-
ning and organizing the event.
We used the Stewardship toolkit, unit three, which was provided by the 

Archiocese to all stewardship teams, as a guide.  The last ministry fair held 
at St. Augustine’s was seven years ago, so it was well overdue that we 
have an event to celebrate the gifts we are given and share.

Contributed by Linda Chegwin
Chairperson, St. Augustine’s Stewardship team

Nathanael
The Next Generation
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Youth ministers are 
working under a weight 

of anxiety, much of it of their 
own making, says a Cana-
dian Catholic theologian and 
consultant in ministry devel-
opment, but most of it is due 
to a dominant culture that 
worships efficiency, produc-
tivity and achievement.
“Those three words are not 

in the Bible,” said Michael 
Hryniuk, speaking at the 
25th Western Canadian As-
sociation of Catholic Youth 
Ministers conference, Jan. 
17 to 20 in Winnipeg, with 
about 65 youth and young 
adult ministers in attendance 
from across the west.
“How do we move from a 

place of anxiety and ‘busy-
ness,’ from adrenalin-based 
youth ministry,” he asked, 
adding that it reminds him of 
the 1970s when youth minis-
try was high voltage and en-
tertainment driven and peo-
ple were burning out. “There 
was a sense we had to be 
performing and producing. 
Is this what God is asking us 
to do -- pizza nights? Are we 
activity directors?” 
“Can we really trust that our 

passion for Jesus is enough to 
reach young people? What’s 
blocking us at a spiritual 

level from being more effec-
tive leaders and ministers to 
youth? We need to be attuned 
to the conditions in which we 
are operating,” he said.
Hryniuk is originally from 

Winnipeg and teaches at 
the Faculty of Theology, St. 
Michael’s College in Toron-
to and at St. Francis Xavier 
University in Antigonish, 
Nova Scotia in the Diploma 
Program for Human Care 
and Assisted Living. He was 
once assistant director of 
L’Arche Winnipeg. He was 
also the Co-Director of the 
Youth Ministry and Spiritu-
ality Project at San Francisco 
Theological Seminary. He is 
the author of books  and ar-
ticles on youth ministry, con-
templative spirituality, and he 
directs Theosis Resources, a 

consulting practice that sup-
ports formation and renewal 
in parishes, schools, dioceses 
and denominational bodies. 
“One of my passions is 

transformation,” Hryniuk 
said, which he describes as 
“moving from fear to love.”
Hryniuk asked his audience 

about the challenges they 
face ministering to youth and 
was told there’s not enough 
time, kids are over sched-
uled, they are materialistic 
and driven by immediacy 
and instant gratification. One 
commented that the new 
generation “all think they are 
special.”
”Consumer culture is a very 

powerful force,” Hryniuk 
said. “There are frustrated 
pastors who tell you that a lot 
of people treat the church like 
a drive through, or a service 
centre. Consumer culture is 
affecting all of us and our 
churches,” Hryniuk said.
He spoke of “pathological 

busyness” and “hurry sick-
ness” and societal emphasis 
on  efficiency, productivity 
and achievement “These are 
deep-seated values and they 
insinuate themselves into our 
churches and our ministries. 
Competing, producing, per-
forming and achieving, that’s 

not the Gospel.” Hryniuk 
even spoke of a fear of rest. 
“A fear of stopping or slow-
ing down because we’re not 
going to get enough done.”
Hryniuk asked his audience 

to examine the causes of an 
anxiety-driven ministry. The 
group responded with exam-
ples such as self-doubt, the 
feeling that it’s never enough 
or not good enough and pa-
rental expectations and at-
titudes such as “that’s not a 
real job.” There is also fear 
of failure because one isn’t 
Catholic enough or spiritual 
enough.
“These are parts of our-

selves that are talking to us,” 
Hryniuk said. “When Jesus 
drove out an unclean spirit 
I think of that spirit as being 
anxiety. When Jesus says ‘be 
not afraid’ this is what He is 
talking about.”
“What would it be like to do 

ministry that’s not grounded 
in anxiety?” Hryniuk asked. 
“What if we took seri-
ously Jesus’ words to ‘be 
not afraid?’ What if we be-
lieve we are enough and the 
Holy Spirit is taking care of 
things?”

Contributed by
James Buchok

Michael Hryniuk

Confirmation Rallies
Archbishop tells confirmands ‘God is for you’

If a teacher in a Catholic 
school feels that their rela-

tionship with God is not that 
important their calling is not 
in a Catholic school, says an 
American Catechist and edu-
cator.
“Catholic school educa-

tors have been given a key 
to a very special place called 
church,” said Dr. Saundra 
Kennedy as she spoke to 400 
Catholic educators in Winni-
peg Feb. 15.
“It was given to you at your 

baptism. It has brought us to 
where we are today,”  Ken-
nedy said, adding that Catho-
lic educators carry on the 
legacy of “St. Peter, St. Paul, 
Matthew, Mark, Luke and 
John, Mary and Mary Mag-
dalene, some of the greatest 
teachers ever and the greatest 
teacher of all, Jesus. To bring 
God’s message to the world, 
what an incredible task, and 
it’s yours and it’s mine.”
Kennedy was speaking at 

Catholic Schools Day held 
at St. Joseph’s Church which 
brought together teachers and 
support staff from the two lo-
cal archdioceses of Winnipeg 
and St. Boniface as well as 
the Ukrainian Archeparchy
Kennedy holds a B.A. in 

Elementary and Special 
Education from St. Mary’s 
Dominican College in New 
Orleans; a Masters of Reli-
gious Education from Loyola 
University in New Orleans 
and a Doctorate in Education 
and Religion from Columbia 
University and Union Theo-
logical Seminary in New 
York City. She serves as a 
consultant for the production 
of catechetical materials in 
the U.S. and is a sought after 
presenter for gatherings of 
Catholic educators. 
Kennedy told her audience 

they are all catechists “be-
cause we’re all echoing Je-
sus” whether it be a principal, 
librarian or coach. “We don’t 
need to say words to echo the 
word of God because it’s also 
in the way we live our lives,” 
she said.
“We want our children to 

know who God is in their 
lives. We can get our kids 
to repeat but it doesn’t mean 
they know it. We want them 
to know what discipleship is, 
not just learn a definition of 
it,” Kennedy said.
She said an important task 

of the Catholic school teacher 
is to promote the knowledge 
of the meaning of the liturgy 
and the sacraments. “Our atti-
tude will affect the attitude of 
the students. How do we feel 
about celebrating our faith? 
Children are not attending 
Mass anymore, they’re too 
busy, or dad wants to watch 
football and mom wants to 
sleep in. We need to teach 
the children that we celebrate 
to mark the most important 
events in our lives.”
Kennedy said Catholics 

celebrate “to show we are 
thankful, to express our ex-
citement and happiness, to 
share something good” and 
“because we are thankful for 
all the good things God has 
done for us. We celebrate the 
meaning of who we are and 
what we are to do.”
Children certainly don’t see 

Mass as much of a celebra-
tion, Kennedy said. “When 
children can see their faith 
lives are pertinent to who 
they are they will come to 
see the celebration.” But she 
adds, children must also be 
given choices.
“Being able to freely choose 

is how God made us. God 
never takes away our free 
will to make choices, without 
that we’d be robots.” 
Kennedy said it’s the task of 

the educator to teach children 
to make good moral choices. 
She quoted St Augustine 
saying, “ ‘Love God and do 
whatever you please.’ Love 
God and we’ll find we do 
less and less what is not God 
like. Loving God is the key 
to making loving choices. A 
relationship with God can 
lead to a profoundly moral 
life rooted in Christ.” 

Contributed by 
James Buchok

Dr. Saundra Kennedy with  Director of  Catholic 
Education Robert Praznik.

Catholic Schools Day

Catholic educators 
‘hold the key to a 

special place’

Hundreds of confirma-
tion candidates in the 

Archdiocese of Winnipeg, 
and their parents and caregiv-
ers, gathered at the invitation 
of Archbishop Weisgerber 
for fellowship, faith forma-
tion and prayer as the young 
people continued preparation 
for their next sacrament.
About 250 people met at 

Blessed John XXIII Parish 
Feb. 9 with another 160 gath-
ering Feb. 11 at St. Vital Par-
ish. A third rally is planned for 
an Interlake Deanery church 
on April 6.
Archdiocese of Winnipeg 

Director of Youth and Young 
Adult Ministry Erin Kinsella 
said the events were held to 
give young people “an oppor-
tunity to come together and 
learn from each other.”
Archbishop Weisgerber told 

the youth gathered at St. Vi-
tal that it was likely the faith 
of their parents that brought 
them there. “Your parents 
have faith and they are shar-
ing it with you, but in the end 
you have to choose. You have 
to listen, decide and respond 
but you can’t do this alone. As 
human beings we become like 
the people we associate with, 
and if you don’t have friends 
who are disciples you better 
find some because that’s how 
we deepen our faith.”
He described God’s plan, 

from creation to the second 

coming of Christ, as a play 
in four acts, with the Book of 
Genesis as act one. “All of you 
and everything in creation has 
been chosen by God, nothing 
is here by chance,” he said. 
“And on each day when God 
completed something he saw 
that it was good, everything 
God created is good. The last 
things he created were Adam 
and Eve and when he was 
done he saw that it was very 
good.”
“God didn’t think of things 

in isolation,” Weisgerber said, 
“everything is interconnected, 
like the trillions of cells in a 
human body, that’s how it is 
in creation. Sometimes we 
think we’re alone and ‘it’s just 
about me’, but God sees us as 
one big creation.”
“Our challenge, like that of 

Adam and Eve, is to choose 

to be part of God’s plan. 
Adam and Eve gave  in to 
the temptation to want to be 
God and all creation lives 
with the consequences. When 
our relationship to God is 
distorted, all other relation-
ships are distorted. Evil, sin 
and death are introduced into 
God’s good creation,” the 
archbishop said. “This was 
not part of God’s plan but this 
is what human beings have 
brought into the world.  But 
God didn’t change his plan, 
he never gives up on us.”
Weisgerber said act two be-

gins with the birth of Jesus, 
“for us this is the high point 
of the play. We believe Jesus 
is God become human. He 
came to teach and show us 
how God wants us to live, 
that we are all made for each 
other, we are all gifts to each 

other, we are there for others 
and that’s what Jesus was for 
us.”
Weisgerber said in Jesus’ 

death he struggled with evil, 
sin and death “and it looked 
like they were victorious. But 
he conquered death and sent 
the Holy Spirit. It came to live 
within us through his church 
and through the community 
of his people.”
In the third act, Weisgerber 

said, Jesus shows his power 
through his people. “You and 
I are all called to live in such a 
way that people will know the 
great plan God has for every-
one. We rely on you because 
you are the next age group to 
respond to this.
Weisgerber said in act four 

Jesus comes again. “There’s 
going to be an end but it’s go-
ing to be a completion. When 
Jesus appears in the end he is 
going to create a new heaven 
and a new earth and we are 
all going to be with God for 
eternity.”
“Being young today is really 

tough,” the archbishop said. 
“All you hear on the news is 
everything bad that’s going 
on.” But, he added, “God is 
with you, God is for you and 
God wants you to be victori-
ous.”
Contributed by
James Buchok

Archbishop  Weisgerber and Archdiocese of Win-
nipeg Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministry 
Erin Kinsella.

Western Canadian Association of Catholic Youth Ministers
Youth ministers under stress, says theologian
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St. Maurice School’s

‘Mini We Day’ for Social Justice
St. Maurice Catholic 

School held its own 
Mini We Day Feb. 27, bor-
rowing the name from the 
Free the Children rallies held 
annually across Canada, and 
emulating those events with 
inspiring messages of vol-
unteerism and “being the 
change in the world.”
Included in the mix were 

student-produced, video and 
music presentations that 
rocked a gym full or grade 
nine to twelves.
“This event not only pro-

motes the values of social 
justice within the school, 
but also empowers students 
to create change on a lo-
cal and global scale,” said 
grade 10 student and event 
leader Seema Sidhu. “The 
idea is to build community 
in the school and make sure 
students realize that togeth-
er, we can change the world, 
one day at a time. It’s all 
about carrying forward the 
message of God and really 
taking action to help our 
brothers and sisters.”
The K-12 school’s Social 

Justice Committee incor-
porated social justice top-
ics into the day’s morning 
classes which were followed 
by the afternoon assembly. 
The event coincided with 
national Anti-Bullying Day, 
also known as Pink T-Shirt 
Day, held annually on the 
last Wednesday of February 
since 2009.
Sidhu and fellow host 

Darius Hunter took the op-
portunity to give the St. 
Maurice student body a slap 

on the back for all the good 
works they are already in-
volved with including its 
Scare Hunger Halloween 
food drive, Stop the Chill, 
which has students collect-
ing winter clothing items for 
a downtown church drop-in 
centre, helping at the Mis-
sionaries of Charity soup 
kitchen and years of Terry 
Fox runs for cancer research 
and food and money collec-
tions for Christmas ham-
pers.
The committee invited 

a number of speakers in-
volved with charitable or-
ganizations but none was 
more impressive than So-
phia, a St. Maurice grade 
two student who has raised 
$820 for the hungry and 
homeless. She said she was 
inspired by Winnipegger 
Hannah Taylor, who at age 
8 in 2004 founded the Lady-
bug Foundation charity.
St. Maurice Class of 2009 

graduates Magda Pawlak 
and Justin Shuster told the 

students of their involve-
ment with VIDA -- Vol-
unteers for Intercultural 
and Definitive Adventures, 
which took them to Guate-
mala to work with a medical 
and dental team in clinics 
set up in schools and com-
munity centres. “We could 
see how thankful the pa-
tients were,” Pawlak said. 
“We opened at eight a.m. 
but they were lining up at 
five.” 
Jordan Bighorn talked 

about his work with aborigi-
nal youth at risk. “In my line 
of work I don’t know who 
will live through the night,” 
he said. The average heart 
in an average life will beat 
about three billion times, 
Bighorn said, but among 
the youth he works with “I 
don’t know if those beats 
will reach one million.” But, 
he added, “until that last 
heartbeat you can make a 
difference. If you can show 
them love they might not 
make that choice.”

Matt and Holly from the 
Pan Am Boxing and Ath-
letic Club, located in Winni-
peg’s downtown Exchange 
District since 1967, said 
no one who wants to train 
or workout is turned away. 
The club relies on dozens 
of volunteers to provide its 
services and partners with 
individuals, families, gov-
ernment agencies and pri-
vate sector and community 
organizations to develop a 
person’s physical and men-
tal character, to promote 
honesty, work ethic, team-
work and clean healthy life-
styles. They said in the last 
week 750 youths and adults 
used the facility, many of 
whom pay a fee and many 
of whom do not.
The last message came 

from Pastor Terry of Teen 
Challenge of Central Can-
ada, a 12-month Christian 
discipleship program for 
men and woman struggling 
with a drug or alcohol ad-
diction. “We don’t have the 
answer but we point people 
in a direction and that direc-
tion is to Jesus Christ and 
having him in your heart 
to help you through this,” 
Terry said. “Be sharp and be 
alert to the choices you have 
to make in life. Be yourself. 
When you’re being yourself 
you’re being exactly who 
God wants you to be. And 
don’t be afraid to ask for 
help.”

Contributed by
James Buchok

To borrow a well known phrase “I have a dream...” 
That dream is of an active social justice committee 

in every parish.  In the Compendium of the Social Doc-
trine of the Church at no 67, the following is written; 
“to teach and spread her social doctrine belongs to the 
Church’s evangelizing mission and is an essential part 
of the Christian Message, since this doctrine points out 
the direct consequences of that message in the life of 
society, and situates daily work and struggles for justice 
in the context of bearing witness to Christ our Saviour.  
This is not a marginal activity, or one that is tacked on 
to the Church’s mission, rather it is at the very heart of 
the Church’s ministry.”

I believe this to be true and that is why I have my dream. 
I see each parish having a social ministry committee. This 
committee would define the social mission of the parish, 
coordinate the various social ministries, provide opportu-
nities and recruit new members to the various ministries. 
The social ministry would include committees involved 
in prayer and worship; education and formation; outreach 
and charity and legislative advocacy.  

The prayer and worship committee would be separate 
from the liturgy committee of the parish. It would look 
at ways to incorporate our Catholic social mission into 
Sunday liturgy, for example into the general interces-
sions. These suggestions can then be taken to the Pastor 
and the Parish Pastoral Council. Perhaps there would be 
prayer services focused on charity, justice and peace.  A 
prayer network may be set up to pray for issues dealing 
with human life, poverty, mental illness and issues that 
are of importance to the parish’s social mission.  

There would be an Education and Formation Com-
mittee. Micah House could provide resources to assist 
this committee.  For example book suggestions, DVDs, 
and articles. There could be study days or presentations.  
Just Faith has a new program, Good News People, that 
would be excellent for parishes to undertake in this Year 
of Faith and as part of a community building process.

Those interested in Charity and Outreach would have 
a committee as well which would discern what the par-
ish and its surrounding community needs with respect 
to direct charitable services. It may be a soup kitchen, 
a drop-in or clothing distribution. The committee would 
provide the opportunity for others to get involved in these 
activities. Ideally, a deacon of the archdiocese would be 
appointed as the person committee members could go to 
if they had concerns about the ministry they are involved 
in.  There would be meetings with those involved in the 
ministries where thoughts could be shared and challeng-
es could be discussed. There would be a sharing between 
parishes about what each is involved in. Again, Micah 
House would assist or coordinate this effort.

A social justice or advocacy committee would also 
be part of the social ministry of the church. This would 
be a committee interested in looking at why a particular 
need exists. Why is there poverty in the community?  
People interested in politics, economics, and social ser-
vices could form this committee. The committee would 
reflect on an issue and on the church teaching regarding 
the issue. Once a particular issue and action had been 
identified then this committee would organize the ac-
tion be it lobbying or some other method. It could be 
that educating the rest of the parish on the issue and the 
church teaching is what is needed. 

Each of these committees is linked, so communica-
tion of the experiences of those in direct charity work 
would be essential to those in the social justice team.  
Each parish ministry would have the opportunity to 
communicate with the other.  All would work in further-
ance of the social ministry goals of the parish.

Furthermore through Micah House and the deacons 
of the archdiocese all the parishes could work together 
to further the social mission of the church.

I have a dream and I am confident that we can work 
together to make it a reality.

Patti Fitzmaurice is coordinator at 
Micah House, the Archdiocese of Winnipeg’s 
Catholic Centre for Social Justice
1039 Main St., Winnipeg, R2W 3R2 (204) 589-5393
sjustice@mymts.net  Join us on Facebook

The View from 
Micah House

Seema Sidhu and Darius Hunter.

Restorative Justice means many things
Restorative justice is a 

process of healing for 
both the victim of a crime 
and the offender, it’s a path 
to reconciliation and rein-
tegration, it’s making right 
relations in a community, it 
reaffirms the dignity of each 
person and it’s the accep-
tance of responsibility.
These were the feelings ex-

pressed by a group of about 
30 attending an evening on 
restorative justice Jan. 24 at 
the Indian Family Centre on 
Selkirk Ave.
One of the group added that 

restorative justice “is the only 
was to bring a fracture back 
to a whole because the penal 
system does not do that.”
The program was presented 

by Sarah Chandler and John 
deVries, board members of 
the Ottawa-based Church 
Council on Justice and Cor-
rections. The CCJC is a na-
tional faith-based coalition 
of eleven founding churches, 
incorporated in 1972, with 
a mandate to “assist those 
we serve to reflect about the 
nature of justice, to examine 
the impact of the present 
system on the lives of those 
it touches, and to search for 
pathways of change.”

DeVries said their inten-
tion was that those in at-
tendance “would gain an 
understanding of restorative 
justice and gain an apprecia-
tion of restorative practices 
and processes when people 
are honest, and how we can 
make things right again, 
how we can bring satisfac-
tion within communities and 
neighbourhoods and how 
you can explore your role 
in implementing practices 
of restorative justice in your 
own communities.” 
DeVries and Chandler took 

the group through a role 
playing exercise that is used 
with church groups as they 
begin to explore restorative 
justice and how it works.
There is a church volunteer 

who takes care of the gar-
den. One Sunday morning 
she found the garden had 
been vandalized. The youth 
minister suspected a young 
man who had left a gathering 
the night befor angry after an 
argument with another. The 
gardener is hurt and con-
fused. The youth minister 
told the young man not to 
return until he could control 
himself. The young man was 
now angrier than ever and 
now ostracized as well.
“Who has been hurt here?” 

Chandler asked, and the 
group responded by includ-
ing Audrey, the young man, 
and in fact the whole church 
community. What was need-
ed, the group agreed, was 
listening, understanding, ac-

ceptance of responsibility, an 
apology and forgiveness. 
In the role-play session the 

group learns that the young 
man was being bullied at 
school and on the day of the 
crime he learned his parents 
planned to separate. The vic-
tim expressed her hurt, that 
it happened at a place she 
loved and had always felt 
safe in. The dialogue led to 
understanding, acceptance 
of responsibility, an apology 
and forgiveness. 
According to the CCJC, 31 

per cent of inmates in federal 
prisons are non-violent and 
78 per cent of inmates in pro-
vincial prisons are non-vio-
lent, and restorative justice 
could be used in those cases 
instead of incarceration. Re-
storative justice is used in 
prisons to promote healing 
and forgiveness among of-
fenders, victims and com-
munities but it does not re-
duce prison sentences. 
To learn more about restor-

ative justice in Canada visit 
the Church Council on Jus-
tice and Corrections website, 
www.ccjc.ca.

Contributed by
James Buchok

John deVries and Sarah Chandler.
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Mass of the Oils

At the conclusion of  the Mass of  Chrism, also known as the Mass of  the Oils, March 
25 at St. Mary’s Cathedral, Archbishop James Weisgerber distributed the sancti-
fied Oil of  Catechumens, Oil of  Chrism and Oil of  the Sick to representatives from 
churches throughout the archdiocese,  entrusted with carrying the oils to their 
faith communities for use in sacraments throughout the year.

Sunday  April 7  10:00 am  Confirmation, Our Lady of  Victory, Winnipeg
Monday April 8  9:00 am Catholic Health Association Meeting, Winnipeg
Tuesday April 9    7:00 pm  Diaconate Discernment, Winnipeg
Wednesday  April 10  7:00 pm Archbishop’s Education Award Event      
       Our Lady of  Victory, Winnipeg
Thursday April 11  6:30 pm   Islamic Association Dinner, Winnipeg
Friday  April 12  5:30 pm Diocesan CWL Convention, 
       St. Vital Parish, Winnipeg
April 12-April 14                   Permanent Diaconate Retreat   
       St. Benedict’s Monastery, Winnipeg
Tuesday April 16  10:30 am Mass at St. Charles’ School, Winnipeg
     7:00 pm Community Building Committee
       Chemin Neuf, Winnipeg
Wednesday April 17  7:00 pm Confirmation, St. Kateri Tekakwitha Parish             
       Winnipeg
Thursday April 18  9:00 am Mass at St. John Brebeuf  School, Winnipeg
Tuesday April 23  6:00 pm Caritas Dinner, Winnipeg
Wednesday  April 24  10:00 am Diaconate Team Meeting, St. Boniface
     7:00 pm Confirmation, St Vital Parish, Winnipeg
Thursday April 25  7:30 pm  Confirmation, St. John Brebeuf  Parish,  Winni-
peg
Saturday April 27  5:00 pm K of  C Anniversary, Holy Ghost Parish, Winnipeg
Sunday April 28  11:00 am  Confirmation, Good Shepherd Parish, Winnipeg
Thursday May 2  7:00 pm Confirmation, St. Patrick’s Parish, Winnipeg
Friday  May 3     6:00 pm K of  C State Convention, Winnipeg
Saturday May 4     4:00 pm  Confirmation, St. Augustine of  Canterbury Par-
ish                       Brandon
Sunday  May 5     11:00 am Confirmation, St Hedwig’s, Brandon
Tuesday May 7     7:00 pm Confirmation, St. Joseph’s Parish, Winnipeg
Wednesday  May 8     7:00 pm Confirmation, Blessed John XXIII Parish
       Winnipeg
Friday  May 10  7:00 pm Confirmation, Notre Dame Parish, Selkirk
Saturday May 11  5:00 pm Confirmation, Christ the King Parish, Stonewall
Sunday             May 12   2:30 pm Youth Summit, St Peter’s Parish, Winnipeg
Tuesday  May 14  7:30 pm Confirmation,  St Ignatius Parish, Winnipeg
Wednesday May 15  7:00 pm             Confirmation, Our Lady of  Perpetual Help 
       Parish , Winnipeg
Thursday May 16  6:00 pm  Confirmation, Holy Ghost Parish Winnipeg
Friday  May 17  7:00 pm Confirmation, St. Charles Parish, Winnipeg
Saturday May 18  5:00 pm Confirmation, St Mary’s Cathedral
Sunday May 19   11:00 am  Confirmation St Frances de Sales, Winnipeg
May 19-21               Manitoba Bishops Meeting
May 22- 23             Seminary Reunion, Ottawa
Friday  May 24  7:30 pm Diaconate Ordinations, St. Mary’s Cathedral
Saturday May 25  11:00 am Parkland Deanery Mass, St. Viator’s Parish,              
       Dauphin
Sunday May 26 9:30 am  Confirmation, St. Columba’s Parish, Swan River
   May 27-31             Priests’ Retreat, Pinawa
Friday  May 31  7:30 pm Archbishop Weisgerber’s 50th Anniversary 
       of  Ordination,  St. Mary’s Cathedral
Sunday June 2   7:30 pm                 Confirmation, St Edward’s Parish, Winnipeg

Archbishop Weisgerber’s Schedule  

My dear friends 
in Christ,

“Habemus Pa-
pam”. These 

words crowned the 
ancient ritual of elect-
ing a new Bishop of 
Rome, successor to 
St. Peter and Pope of 
the Universal Church. 
I am sure that we are 
all grateful for the gift the Church has re-
ceived in Pope Francis, the former Cardinal 
George Bergoglio of Buenos Aires. We need 
not only to be grateful but also to pray for the 
Holy Father, for his health and for his minis-
try which is so vital to the unity of faith and 
love of our Church.
Every person chosen to be the Pope brings 

different gifts to his pastoral ministry. Pope 
Francis is a Jesuit, the first Jesuit elected as 
Supreme Pontiff. He spent almost all of his 
pastoral ministry in Argentina and, I believe, 
this has marked him deeply. During his time 
as priest and bishop Argentina went through 
some very difficult and trying times. There 
were at least two catastrophic economic 
meltdowns which saw much of the middle 
class reduced to poverty. There was a cruel 
military take over with its “dirty war” when 
so many dissenters and others “disappeared”. 
Freedom of expression and freedom in gen-
eral were greatly curtailed. It was difficult to 
speak out. I am sure that Pope Francis’ expe-
rience of this kind of fascism and the emer-
gence of a whole new class of the very poor 
have very much marked his soul and will 
greatly influence how he sees and how he 
will proclaim the Gospel of Christ. We have 
seen signs of this in his first days.
Some years ago I had the honour of partici-

pating with the then Cardinal Bergoglio in a 
Synod of Bishops in Rome. The theme of the 
Synod was “The Role of the Bishop”. One 
part of the three week process was to bring 
together in one, proposals made by the group 
of over 300 bishops and experts. I was as-
signed to work with three other bishops, un-
der the chairmanship of Cardinal Bergoglio, 
to refine into one, proposals made by differ-
ent language groups. I was greatly impressed 
by our new Pope’s warmth, his humility and 
his intelligence. He is clearly a man who lis-
tens and one who can laugh.
Every time our communities gather to cele-

brate the Eucharist we pray “…in union with 
Francis, our Pope”. His role is to keep us to-
gether in love and in faith. Let us all remem-
ber to support him with our prayers and with 
our love.

The Archbishop’s Message

+V. James Weisgerber 
Archbishop of Winnipeg


