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Archbishop’s 50th Anniversary: ‘The Lord Keeps Faith Forever’

W

ith family, 15 fellow
bishops, priests and
hundreds of well-wishers
in attendance, Archbishop
James Weisgerber celebrated the 50th anniversary of
his ordination to the priesthood May 31, with Mass
at St. Mary’s Cathedral followed by a reception at the
Delta Hotel ballroom.
“We gather to celebrate
not only my anniversary but
the faithfulness of God,” the
archbishop said at the beginning of Mass. When Weisgeber was ordained as Bishop
of Saskatoon in 1996, he
took as his motto: The Lord
Keeps Faith Forever.
The Mass was being celebrated on the Feast of the Visitation, the day on which the
Blessed Virgin Mary, having
been told at the Annunciation
by the angel Gabriel that she
had been chosen to bear the
Son of God, went to visit her
cousin Elizabeth, who herself
was pregnant with John the
Baptist.
In his homily the archbishop related how on a trip
to Jerusalem he stayed at a
Sisters of Zion retreat house.
On a morning walk he found
a church and by it a cave. He

entered the cave and found a
marker; “this is where John
the Baptist was born. I was
in the middle of the hill country.”
Weisgerber said Elizabeth
was old, representing the
traditions of Israel. As Mary
approaches, Elizabeth feels
the baby inside her leap for
joy. Mary is bringing something new. Weisgerber said
the action of God is to bring
“something far greater than
what was there before, but
consistent with what had
gone before.”
The archbishop described
how he completed his priestly formation just as Vatican II
began and how up until then
the church “was an extremely
different church,” from what
we know today. “And that
was symbolized by tradition
that had become very heavy,”
Weisgerber said. “The church
had answers for everything.
We spoke of ourselves as a
perfect society. We had no responsibility to the world and
we needed nothing from the
world.” Weisgerber said the
church “was very much like
Elizabeth.”
Weisgerber said when Vatican II began in 1962, “it was
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Archbishop James Weisgerber with his sister Mary Lou and brother-in-law
Brian Deck at the celebration of the archbishop’s 50th anniversary of ordination to the priesthood.
like Mary meeting Elizabeth.
There was something new,
wonderful and energizing.
Our experience of the liturgy,
involving everybody. We
learned that through Baptism
we are all equal. My ministry
was shaped by the excitement
and optimism of the Second
Vatican Council.”
Addressing the realities of
today’s church the archbish-

op spoke of aging congregations, fewer people entering
vocations and non-practicing
Catholics being the biggest
religious group in Canada.
“It’s very easy to become bitter, or we can see Mary pointing us to the living Christ as
someone to leap for joy over.
The Lord is calling us in ways
he never has before. He’s
calling us to take a chance to

become different from other
people. As his disciples we
can’t do what everybody else
does and live like everybody
else and still be believers,”
the archbishop said.
“God is calling a new
church into being to be a sign
of God’s faithfulness. We
gather in thanksgiving for
the church. In the Eucharist
we remember all that God

has done. He delivers on his
promises because he is faithful. Let us enter into this celebration celebrating the ﬁdelity of God.”
As the Mass concluded,
the President of the Canadian Conference of Catholic
Bishops, Archbishop Richard
Smith of Edmonton , thanked
Weisgerber for his many
years of service to the CCCB
including a term as president
from 2007 to 2009.
“Of all he has done,” said
Smith of Weisgerber, “the
most signiﬁcant and closest
to his heart is his work toward
reconciliation with our aboriginal brothers and sisters,”
which brought an ovation
from the large gathering.
Antonio di Geronimo spoke
on behalf of the archdiocese
and presented the archbishop
with a gift of a new computer.
All were invited to the reception that followed, with
long lineups for pictures
with Archbishop Weisgerber
and seemingly endless offerings of personal congratulations.
Contributed by
James Buchok

U of M Doctorate an
‘honour for me and those I serve’

A

rchbishop James Weisgerber received an
honorary Doctor of Laws
degree from the University
of Manitoba May 29, for
what the university cited as
“his visionary commitment
to social change and justice.”
The archbishop was praised
for being “instrumental in
bridging the divide between
the Catholic Church in
Canada and Canada’s Aboriginal Peoples, a divide
which developed because of
the abuse of Aboriginal peoples in residential schools.”
Weisgerber was recognized
for working “tirelessly to
bring about the meeting in
Rome in April 2009, when
Pope Benedict XVI met
with leaders of Canada’s
Aboriginal peoples at the
Vatican to express his sorrow at the anguish caused
by the conduct of some
members of the Church.”
The archbishop was also
recognized for creating Mi-

cah House, the Archdiocese
of Winnipeg’s Catholic Centre for Social Justice It was
also noted that Weisgerber
was symbolically adopted
by several First Nations Elders at a ceremony in 2012
that made him a brother to
the First Nations community.
The archbishop called receiving the degree “an honour for me and for the community I serve.”
He congratulated the hundreds of graduates receiving
their diplomas that afternoon, one of six convocations over three days at the
U of M. “This is the culmination of hard work and
discipline for you and your
families,” he said.
Weisgerber spoke of how
his 25-year involvement
with the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops
gave him opportunities to
see people throughout the
world. “We met people
where they live and it is

heartbreaking to see how
the majority of the people of
the world live. There is violence, there is poverty, there
is homelessness, especially
for women.”
“In Canada,” the archbishop continued, “we are safe,
we are secure, we are educated and we have unlimited
possibilities. It is among the
best places in the world to
live. But what is very disappointing is that a great
number of Canadians don’t
know that. They take it for
granted with a sense of entitlement that it will always
be like that.”
Weisgerber said by the time
the young graduates reach
his age of 75 “the country
will change in so many different ways. Will it be better
or worse and for who?”
The archbishop said contemporary culture supports
individualism and to be “really concerned with one’s
own private affairs, accompanied by an abandonment
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Archbishop James Weisgerber receives his honorary Doctor of Laws degree from University of Manitoba President Dr. David Barnard.
of society and public life.”
“We need to be informed
and conversant with the issues,” facing the country
and society, Weisgerber
said. “You have an obligation to become informed
and involved in the public
life of the country. We need
to become engaged and
when we do we will ﬁnd it

very rewarding.”
With the bestowing of
about 1,000 degrees that afternoon, Weisgerber told the
graduates that although the
ceremony recognizes them
“we have to remember the
tremendous contribution of
the university community,
the province and all of us
taxpayers. We have made a

big investment in you,” the
archbishop said.
“If you step up to the plate
we can be assured that this
great country will not only
survive but will ﬂourish in
unbelievable ways.”
Contributed by
James Buchok
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Holy Cross, Ashern 100th Anniversary
Holy Cross Parish in Ashern, Mb. is celebrating our
100th Anniversary on Sunday, Sept. 1, 2013. All
clergy and former parishioners and families are invited to this celebration. Mass will be celebrated at
11 AM, followed by a blessing of the cemetery. A reception with a catered meal, (price to be determined
at a later date) will follow in the
Royal Canadian Legion, Main Street East in Ashern.
If you plan to attend please contact Glenda at
204-768-2346, email grangers@mts.net
or Joyce 204-768-2224, email hbudnick@mymts.net
at your earliest opportunity.
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Archbishop announces personnel appointments

aving fulﬁlled the canonical requirements
of consultation, Archbisop James Weisgerber
announces the following
appointments effective in
the Archdiocese of Winnipeg on July 1, 2013. “I am
grateful for the generous
spirit of cooperation and
pastoral service of those
who are accepting new
assignments and added responsibilities,” the Archbishop said.
Retirement
Reverend Msgr. D. Ward
Jamieson retires as Rector
of St. Mary’s Cathedral.
For the past 45 years Msgr.
Jamieson has served as a
priest of the Archdiocese
of Winnipeg in a variety
of administrative and parish responsibilities. We are
grateful for his years of
service and wish him well
in his retirement.
Reverend
Mariano
Batucan retires as Parochial Vicar of St. Edward’s
Parish in Winnipeg.
Ordained for the Diocese
Cebu in the Philippines,
Fr. Batucan has served the
Archdiocese of Winnipeg
since 1996. We are grateful
for his ministry and wish
him well in retirement.

Reverend Msgr.
D. Ward Jamieson
Pastoral Appointments
In addition to his current
responsibilities Reverend
Leo Fernandes becomes
Pastor of Our Lady of Seven Sorrows Parish, Camperville, St. Thomas Aquinas Parish in Duck Bay and
Sts. Peter and Paul Church
in Pine River.
We are expecting the arrival of a priest from the
Heralds of Good News who
will be appointed Parochial
Vicar of Ste-Rose, Camperville and Toutes-Aides.
Mr. Ernie Urbanowski
will serve as Parish Life
Co-ordinator in Camperville, Duck Bay and Pine
River.

Reverend
Mariano Batucan
Reverend Gnna Arockiyam Bastin Jesu Raj becomes Pastor of St. Kateri
Tekakwitha Parish, Winnipeg.
Reverend Geoffrey Angeles becomes Rector of St.
Mary’s Cathedral Parish.
Reverend Juan Legitimas becomes Parochial
Administrator of Blessed
Sacrament Parish in Elie,
St. François Parish in St.
François Xavier and St.
Eustache Parish in St. Eustache.
Reverend Eric Zadji
becomes Pastor of Sacred
Heart Parish in Virden and
Paroisse St-Jean in Grande
Clairiere.

Reverend
Leo Fernandes

Rev. Gnna Arockiyam
Bastin Jesu Raj

Reverend
Geoffrey Angeles

Reverend
Juan Legitimas

Reverend
Eric Zadji

Reverend Maria
Sebastian Susairaj

Departure from
the Diocese
Reverend Maria Sebastian Susairaj leaves the

Archdiocese of Winnipeg
after seven years of service.
Fr. Susairaj is returning to
India to work with his re-

ligious community. We are
grateful for his service in
the Archdiocese and wish
him well.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter
A Weekend of Discovery … A Lifetime of Love!

M

arried
Couples:
Imagine a weekend
where you can give yourselves and your community,
as Eileen and Dave shared,
“the greatest gift!” Imagine a weekend with quality
time together, a weekend of
discovery, and a weekend
of learning a loving communication that you can use
for the rest of your lives!
Priests: Imagine an opportunity to renew your unity,
intimacy, involvement, and
belonging to your people!
Welcome to the Worldwide Marriage Encounter
(WWME).
At the heart of Worldwide
Marriage Encounter’s philosophy is the deep-seated
belief that the Sacraments
of Matrimony and Holy
Orders are powerful and
precious gifts given by God
to the Church. The renewal
of these Sacraments is the
special gift that Marriage
Encounter brings to the
Church in its own continuing self-renewal. For married couples WWME is an
opportunity to share their
feelings, hopes, and dreams
with each other. For Paulette and Doug, WWME
was also a gift to look deeply into their marital relationship: “Marriage encounter,”
they said, “gave us the communication tools we need-

ed…to discuss many ‘sensitive’ topics that needed to
be talked about in order to
maintain a healthy relationship.” And here’s what Fr.
Wendelin Rolheiser, OMI,
WWME Team priest, had
to say of his experience:
“Marriage encounter has
ﬁlled me with a deeper appreciation of the sacraments
of priesthood and matrimony.”
For over 40 years, WWME
has been a leading Catholic
movement in offering married couples and priests the
gift of a weekend experience to enrich their relationship. Outside of Winnipeg,
this Weekend is now offered in more than 90 coun-

tries. The loving power of
this weekend was gracefully exempliﬁed by Pat
and John: “On our Marriage
Encounter weekend, we revisited the vibrant love of
our early marriage and we
were given the tools to keep
our love alive in our daily
lives.” And for Rosemary
and Tony, it was a deliberate reminder “to put ‘us’ as
number one, only after God.
This was not always easy to
do with six kids vying for
attention…”
So, what is this weekend
not about and what is it
about? It is not a retreat,
marriage clinic, group sensitivity, or a substitute for
counseling. It is, instead,

a time for you and your
spouse to be alone together,
to rediscover each other, and
to focus on your relationship for an entire weekend.
Wouldn’t you agree that every marriage deserves that
kind of attention?
Who is it for? Any married couple who desires a
richer, fuller life together. A
marriage can never be too
good. Marriage Encounter
is designed to deepen and
enrich the joys a couple
share together, whether they
have been married for only
a short time, or for many
years. Sandra and Gerry
spoke to their transformative experience in attending
a marriage encounter weekend. “We had an OK marriage,” they said, “we did
the day to day things, but
with a lack of enthusiasm
and communication with
each other. We both wanted
more. We attended a weekend and have never looked
back...”
Gracinda and Fernando
added that their weekend
experience “has brought
(their) relationship to a new
level both emotionally and
spiritually.”
Is there a speciﬁc religious
orientation to the weekend?
Yes. Worldwide Marriage
Encounter does present God
as a focus for successful

marriage. There are many
faith expressions of Worldwide Marriage Encounter
weekends — Catholic, Jewish, and several Protestant
denominations. While our
Weekend is presented in a
Catholic faith expression,
all weekends are open and
welcome to couples from
other faiths. The opportunities of the Weekend go beyond the boundaries of any
one faith expression.
Is this a private weekend?
YES! The design is such
that the weekend is a private experience. There are
no group discussions. You
concentrate on your spouse
to such an extent that you
are hardly aware of the other couples present. Presentations by a team of three
married couples and a priest
are given to the group as a
whole. After each presentation, husband and wife, and
priest, have time in the privacy of their rooms for their
own personal reﬂections
and conversations.
What does the Weekend
cost? On the weekend, you
will be asked to make a donation. This donation, which
is made anonymously, will
cover the expenses of lodging, food, and materials for
the Weekend. In addition,
a non-refundable application fee of $50 is required to

conﬁrm your application.
No priest or couple is ever
denied the chance to experience a Weekend because of
ﬁnancial difﬁculties. This
concern should not inﬂuence your decision to attend a Marriage Encounter
Weekend. Worldwide Marriage Encounter is a tax-exempt organization. The application fee can be waived
based on ﬁnancial need.
Why wait to invest in your
marriage when the payoff
can be so great! Bring your
relationship with each other
and with the community to
a deeper and more intimate
level by attending our next
marriage encounter weekend. There is limited capacity; so early application
is encouraged.
Mark Your Calendars for
November 15 – 17, 2013.
The weekend starts at 8
p.m. on Friday night and
runs until about 5 p.m. on
Sunday afternoon.
For more information, and
to make an application for
this weekend, please contact Tony and Rosemary
Van Rosmalen at (204) 8959209 or via email: tony.
vanrosmalen@gmail.com
Contributed by
Stan and Miriam Amaladas
On behalf of the
WWME Team, Winnipeg
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92nd Annual CWL Winnipeg Diocesan Council

T

he Winnipeg Diocesan Catholic Women’s
League Council celebrated
its 92nd Annual Convention in Winnipeg April 12
and 13 at St. Vital Parish,
with 158 people in attendance.
Janet Brunger, Diocesan President, chaired
the meeting and wished a
special welcome to all in
attendance. Three resolutions were presented: Efﬁcient and Effective Modes
of Transportation of Food
and Supplies to Northern
and Remote Communities;
Restoration of Funding for
Experimental Lakes Area;
and, Government Funded
Province-wide Palliative
Care Program. The ﬁrst
two passed and were forwarded to the Manitoba
Provincial Convention for
consideration at its 65th
annual convention May
25 and 26.
With this being Fr. Barry
Schoonbaert’s last convention as Spiritual Advisor for the Winnipeg Diocesan Council, he truly
inspired all in attendance
with his topic of women in
the church. Do you think
God only wants men to
be priests? Answer: It is
God’s will for now. Women are the spiritual heart of
the family, the church, and
the community. Women
more than men have no
problem to say you love

Geraldine Ceilen
received the Bellelle
Guerin Award
Christ and His Church.
We can’t be Catholic and
ignore our Church. We
are Christian and Catholic
rooted in Christ.
At our banquet reception two individuals were
honoured. Geraldine Ceilen received the Bellelle
Guerin Award. Nominating councils are reminded
that the nominee must be
an exemplary member
of the League, serving at
more than one level, who
does not and will not qualify for life membership.
Mary-Margaret Patterson received Life Membership. In The Catholic
Women’s League of Canada, life membership goes
to the recipient, in addition
to the honour, a permanent place on the national
council, the same voting
privileges as accredited

delegates at an annual
meeting or convention, a
voice in its affairs and eligibility for a national appointment. A life member
receives notice of the annual national convention
and, at her request, a copy
of the minutes and copies
of all relevant mailings
from national ofﬁce.
Guest speakers in the
afternoon were Karen
Harper (Community Liaison/Researcher Women,
Children and Families
Residential Schools) and
Linda Myran, (Family
Violence Prevention and
Resource Coordinator).
First Nations in Manitoba are represented by
three active provincial
political
organizations;
the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs (AMC); the
Manitoba Keewatinowi
Okimakanak (MKO); and
the Southern Chiefs Organization (SCO).
Linda Myran works with
eight communities. One of
them is Portage la Prairie
where she is involved with
the Harmony Project. The
objective is to develop and
implement a community
plan that addresses the
issue of violence against
women and girls, including sexual assault in the
local area.
As a grass roots initiative, the Moose Hide campaign has been started in

St. Maurice
School
sows seeds of
positivity

T

KofC Brandon 1435 backs MY Canada
Ken Heide, left, Grand Knight, and Rudy Bidinosti, right, Family Director of the Knights
of Columbus, Brandon Council 1435, present a cheque to Lisa LeDoux of Rivers, Man.,
to help with the expenses of her 222 km
Back to Life Walk with MY Canada. Twentyfive women walked from Montreal to Ottawa
April 28 to May 9, to remind Canadians that
for the past 25 years, parliament has avoided a Supreme Court order for discussion,
debate and legislation regarding abortion.
Since 1988 abortions have been legal and
funded by taxpayers. China, North Korea
and Canada are the only nations in the world
that have no restrictions on abortions. MY
Canada is a faith-based non-denominational group of young adults who walk in unity
for just causes.
and Committee
Chairpersons Angelita Maduro,
Monika Bingham, Judy
Albiani, Maria Mikawoz,
Margaret Ann Rousson
and Colleen Zaluski.
At the closing Mass,
these ladies were installed
along with Fr. Michael
Wollbaum as their new
Spiritual Advisor.
Congratulations to St. Vital Parish, a newly formed
Catholic Women’s League

chapter for its gracious
hospitality and exemplifying a top notch convention.
Contributed by
Pat Ward
Communication Chair
Previous, and
Margaret Ann Rousson
Current Communication
Chair
Winnipeg Diocesan
Council

St. Charles School raises funds for
Holy Childhood Association

hrough various fundraising activities over
this school year, St Charles
Catholic School has raised
just more than $3,290 for the
Holy Childhood Association.
Every fall, the students at
our school are enrolled in the
HCA. They are called upon
to pray for, learn about and
share with needy children in
mission countries around the
world. This year, our country
of focus was Sri Lanka. Dur-

W

hile St. Maurice
School is an excellent place to learn and grow,
students are reminded to
live their faith by treating
one another with respect,
fairness and forgiveness.
To this end, our school promotes a positive climate in
which students are reminded to be generous by paying it forward and giving
until it feels good.
This initiative is spearheaded by Mrs. Grieve, our
Resource Teacher, working
with a few other teachers
to promote these virtues
among students. This has
been demonstrated in a
number of class projects.
Reminders of positive
school climate are interwoven into our faith and are
on display in the hallway as
you enter our school off the
parking lot entrance next to
the gymnasium. Apart from
visual reminders of acts of
good faith, student testimonials adorn the wall expressing how our students
can show kindness to one
another. Check it out.
The theme of the March

which men are encouraged to wear a small piece
of pinned moose hide to
raise awareness and signify their personal commitment to ending violence against Aboriginal
women and girls. Violence towards women and
girls has never been a part
of their culture. It has become a learned behavior
as a bi-product of the residential school experience,
and since then has become
an inter-generational and
systemic issue in communities; one that will take
the will of all levels of
government and individuals to reverse.
Manitoba has the highest rates of murdered and
missing indigenous women in Canada.
Shannon Buck, a member of the coalition of
murdered and missing
Indigenous women was
in attendance as well. Indigenous women from 25
to 44 years of age are ﬁve
times as likely to die by violence. Seventy to 80 per
cent of human trafﬁcked
children are aboriginal.
Elections were held for
the Diocesan Council and
a new slate of ofﬁcers
were elected. They are:
Lea Colbeck, President;
Con Marks, PresidentElect; Rose Anne Seymour, Treasurer; Janet
Brunger, Past President;

ing an enrollment ceremony
in October, the children
learned some things about
this country. Classes also
took part in creating a bulletin
board in the front hall of the
school, which was ﬁlled with
various facts and information
about Sri Lanka. Throughout
the year, St. Charles School
held popcorn days and two
very successful bake sales.
During Christmas holidays,
students took home their ad-

vent banks and generously
ﬁlled them. Money raised for
the HCA is used for a variety
of things, such as nutrition
programs, food, education,
building schools, health care,
medicine and religious education. We are so proud to be
able to send a cheque to the
Holy Childhood Association.
Contributed by
Donna Tobin

Creative expressions and testimonials based
on acts of good faith are displayed on the
walls of St. Maurice School.
wall display was the Parable of the Sower and sowing the seeds of positivity.
The April wall display was
created by the Grade 1A
and Grade 6A classrooms
with the theme of the Calling of the Disciples, calling
all of us to be disciples of
Jesus and being a school of
positivity. May’s wall display was based on the parable of the Good Samaritan
doing positive deeds for

others.
Student work from both
Mrs. Melynk’s (2B) and
Mrs. Buczynski’s (5B) class
are proudly displayed.
Mrs. Jagassar’s class (2A)
recently demonstrated their
positive spirit and generosity through a hugely successful charity campaign.
Patrick Bennett
Vice Principal ( K-8)

On April 17 the St Charles Catholic School Violin Ambassadors visited the Legislative Building. It was so much fun to go. We saw a couple different performances by other schools. I liked ours because we played some of my favourite
songs. My favourite songs are Soldier’s Joy and Dona Nobis. I also loved going
on the tour of the Legislative Building.
— Contributed by Katrina Tobin, Grade 5
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Deacons of the archdiocese are at your social justice service

am very encouraged by
the progress being made
with respect to our social
ministry. On the weekend
of May 11-12 I was at Good
Shepherd Parish, in Portage
la Prairie, and they told me
about the good work they
are doing. They are in the
process of forming a social
ministry committee as I
spoke of in my last column
in the New Wine Press.
They also have an initiative
they started in 2007 called
Prairie Welcome House. It
is a drop-in centre open to
all. Its mission is to provide
a safe and caring drop-in
place for those who wish to
come; to welcome all with
respect, compassion and
an awareness of each one’s
dignity as a beloved child
of God; to extend the hand
of friendship and foster an
atmosphere of trust; to be
willing to listen; to develop
activities and programs according to the needs and
interests shown.
As I also indicated in my
last column in the New
Wine Press and to the people of Good Shepherd Parish, parishes are not alone
in the social ministry work
that you do or that you want
to do. Micah House and the
deacons of the Archdiocese
of Winnipeg are here to help
in whatever way we can, be
it providing resources, assistance, education tools
or links to others doing the
same type of work.

T

Deacon John MacKenzie.
To that end I have met with
the deacons and we will be
starting to form committees
in various areas of social
need. These committees
will discern what the mission of the archdiocese
could be in each area and
also what the needs of the
various parishes are to help
in fulﬁlling the social ministry. From there we will help
to provide parishes with
some expertise if needed,
and other resources.
The deacons have undertaken to lead one area of social ministry and the area is
usually one which they are
already active in with their
outreach mission. This way
they can help to provide the
expertise or advice that various parishes may need. I
have included their pictures
with each of the areas they
have taken on.
In the ministry of poverty,

Deacon Rene Gautier, Deacon Claude Lambert
and Deacon Robert Gate.

Deacon Richard Ludwick with Adrienne Teetaert
and Deacon Murray Teetaert.

Deacon Alberto Sangalang and wife Sonia.
which would include dropin centres, soup kitchens
and emergency shelters are
Deacon Claude Lambert,
Deacon Rene Gautier and
Deacon Robert Gate.
In the ministry of mental
illness is Deacon Murray
Teetaert (assisted by his
wife Adrienne) and Deacon
Gary McCallum.
In the ministry of refugees

and new immigrants is Deacon Alberto Sangalang (assisted by his wife Sonia).
In the ministry of aboriginal issues for the rural areas
is Deacon Conrad Plante,
(assisted by his wife Jeannine).
In the ministry of housing
is Deacon John MacKenzie.
You may contact any of

Deacon Conrad Plante and wife Jeannine.
these deacons through Micah House.
Contributed by
Patti Fitzmaurice
Coordinator at Micah House
The Catholic Centre
for Social Justice

1039 Main St., Winnipeg
(204) 589-5393
email: sjustice@mymts.net
Visit Micah House on
Facebook or on the Archdiocese of Winnipeg website, www.archwinnipeg.ca

Archdiocese of Winnipeg welcomes four new deacons

he Archdiocese of Winnipeg has welcomed
four new deacons as Archbishop James Weisgerber
presided at the ordinations
of Patrick Neufeld, Colin
Peterson, Michael Thibert
and Kelly Wilson at St.
Mary’s Cathedral, May 24.
“We gather in the presence of the risen Lord as he
builds up his church,” the
archbishop said. “This is
all God’s doing.”
Neufeld, Peterson and
Wilson were ordained to
the transitional diaconate, taking a step closer to
priesthood, and Thibert was
ordained to the permanent
diaconate.
Peterson, 61, is chaplain
at the Manitoba Youth Centre for young offenders. He
became a Catholic in 2011.
Thibert, 48, is Director of
Spiritual Care at St. Boniface Hospital. Neufeld,
39, and Wilson, 29 continue their studies at Sacred
Heart School of Theology
in Hales Corner, Wis. Both
are ﬁnishing their third year
of a four-year theology degree.
Weisgerber spoke to the
gathering of the prophet
Jeremiah who resisted
God’s call, complaining
that he was only a child and

in the world.”
Weisgerber said that Pope
John XXIII, when convening Vatican II, expressed
his belief that the world was
experiencing a new Pentecost, evident in women’s
liberation, the end of colonialism and a new economic democracy. “Fifty years
ago we thought Nirvana
was just around the corner
and it hasn’t happened. Are
we involved in the world’s
issues or only ourselves?”
he asked. Weisgerber said
Canada, too, has been guilty
of colonialist attitudes for
its treatment of First Nations people. “An ecomonic
democracy means it works
for everyone,” he said. “We
Archbishop James Weisgerber, centre, with newly ordained deacons, from left, Michael Thibert, need to be engaged in that
work. This is the work of
Patrick Neufeld, Colin Peterson and Kelly Wilson.
the church, the community
did not know how to speak. Weisgerber declared; “Re- with Pope Francis and his he called for in his ten-year and the deasons.”
But it is not we who choose, lying on the help of the call to live simpler lives Pastoral Vision, Building
Weisgerber thanked the
Weisgerber said. “It is God Lord God and our Saviour and to be concerned for the a Church of Communion, new deacons for coming
who chooses and it is God Jesus Christ, we choose poor “and that is what the issued in 2005. “We are forward “to offer yourwho calls. We listen and we these, our brothers, for the deacon does.”
working at creating com- selves in service.
respond.”
Order of the Diaconate.”
The deacon, the archbish- munity and we need to be
I offer you my prayers,
Rev. James deBeer DiWeisgeber said to be or- op said, “is called to em- a community that excepts and our prayers, so you can
rector of Vocations for the dained a deacon means to brace and welcome people, others and the deacon is lead us to become the peoArchdiocese of Winnipeg be called to serve. “It has especially those who are sent to energize a par- ple God wants us to be.”
and pastor at Christ the always been the call of the marginalized and so easily ish to become that body
of Christ,” he said. “The Contributed by
King Church in Stonewall, deacon to strengthen, en- forgotten.”
Man., called and presented ergize and unite the ChrisWeisgerber spoke of the church is not called for it- James Buchok
the candidates to the arch- tian community,” he said. ongoing community build- self, the church is sent into
bishop on behalf of the Weisgerber said Christians ling efforts in the Archdio- the world.. The community
local church. In response, everywhere “are thrilled” cese of Winnipeg, which is to be the presence of God
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Western Canadian Catholic
Stewardship Conference
Prince Albert, Sask.

Faith and Life

T

here is something that
is very life giving when
people of like mind and mission gather together to learn,
and to share their faith. This
was the experience of thirteen people from the Archdiocese of Winnipeg who
traveled to Prince Albert
Saskatchewan for the 5th
Bi-annual Western Canadian Catholic Stewardship
Conference May 31 to June
2. The opening Keynote
Speaker encouraged us, as
stewards of the mysteries
of God, to increase our efforts to make a more visible
connection between faith
and life. Dr. Christine Jones
said “The Christ event is a
present reality. The event
continues today and gives
us a new vision of life’s possibilities.” Our archdiocese
was well represented, in
their own words those who

attended reﬂect upon their
experiences…
“I really don’t have words
to describe my experience,
besides awesome. This was
my fourth Stewardship Conference and I can never describe these things because
they are always so personal,
all I know is the more I go,
the more I grow”
Colleen Zaluski
St. Anthony of Padua, WK
“The Conference in Prince
Albert was great! I have
returned to my parish rejuvenated and energized. The
speakers offered a variety of
ideas that I can and will use
in my parish stewardship
ministry.”
Laverne Hudson
St. Viator’s, Dauphin

The Archdiocese of Winnipeg was well represented at the conference with parishioners from St. Anthony of Padua West Kildonan, Winnipeg, St. Augustine’s in Brandon and St.Viator’s in Dauphin.
“I am grateful that I took
the time to attend the 2013
Stewardship Conference. I
saw stewardship in action; it
was the little things from the
greetings, the smiles, and visiting with other participants.
Thank you to the Manitoba
group for the warm welcome,
the support, and saving me a
seat! By including me I had a
sense that I belonged.”
Sheryl Chongva (Sheryl is

from Regina but is returning
home to Manitoba).
“I was touched by the session with Fr. Greg Elder
– ‘The Gift of the Gifted
Parishioner.’ He spoke of
the parishioner that may
not have a visibly grand
gift but is doing the small
things in the background
that we may not always
notice, until we notice that

they aren’t being done.”
Darlene Kolody
St. Anthony of Padua, WK
“The conference gave my
soul the following message;
we hold within treasures untold, not to be sold but freely
given, gratefully released.”
Wanda felt that, the conference has challenged her to
look for the work that God
still has in store for her, to be

thankful for the many gifts
she has received and to give
freely of those gifts to those
in need.
Ray and Wanda Cancade of
St. Augustine’s, Brandon
Contributed by
Dan Potvin
Director of Stewardship
and Development
Archdiocese of Winnipeg

Discernment of Ignatius:
After 40 years of music ministry,
a fond farewell

A

fter forty years, the
St. Ignatius Church
Sunday 9 p.m. Mass’s music
ministry, Discernment of
Ignatius, is stepping into
retirement.
To honour this much loved
group and to show our
gratitude, St. Ignatius Parish
is holding a Discernment
Farewell Party on Sat.,
June 22 in the church hall.
The next day, Sunday June
23, will mark the end of
Discernment’s long legacy
to the 9 p.m. mass.
One has to go back to the
late 60s when 14-year-old
Rita Doerr, nee Kelly, was
asked by then-pastor Elmer
McGillivray to join two
other youth in singing at the
9 p.m. mass. Such music
was quite revolutionary at
that time, drums, guitar and
songs from Jesus Christ
Superstar and Godspell
challenged the status quo,
but it caught the spirit of
the young people and large
crowds began to ﬁll the
church.
Gradually the singers
evolved into a group which
took the name Discernment
of Ignatius, which has
carried on to this day.
Rita and Jeff Doerr were
there from the beginning,
while
Eileen
GrantMacLeod joined them
shortly after as a 13-yearold ﬁll-in whom, she
remembers, they never
asked to leave so she just
stayed quiet and hung

around.
The group gradually
began to provide music
that was more liturgical
and participative in nature
and to write some of their
own songs, occasionally
in collaboration with the
priests.
Over the years the group
has released four CDs and
has been featured in the
press and CBC-TV. The
present group also includes
Darryl Torchia and Keith
Macpherson. Past members
include Celeste Krochak,
Jeff Staﬂund and Danny
Leonhardt.
Discernment has made
a lasting impact on many
lives, especially on the
youth as they found in
the music a way to grow
into a deeper relationship
with God and a stronger
connection with their faith.
Young people from all over
the city and from different
denominations – or none
– were drawn to the 9 p.m.
Mass where the joyful
music paired with strong
Jesuit preaching provided
them with a solid path for
their spiritual journey.
Some of these young people
married, had children and
even grandchildren while
remaining faithful attendees
of the 9 p.m. Mass.
Another group whom
Discernment drew were
those people who had
left the church and were
tentatively ﬁnding their

way back. Many have
the same story, of ﬁnding
through the music and the
spirit with which it was
sung, the elusive God they
were searching for. In this
category I ﬁnd myself,
coming home again through St. Ignatius Church’s Sunday 9 p.m. music ministry, Discernment of Ignatius
the welcoming words of is retiring after a 40 year run that includes four CD releases. A farewell evethe L’Arche Hymn, “Lord ning will be held June 22 with their final Mass participation the next night.
Jesus, of you I will sing as
I journey.” It was not just ministry. On June 22 we will sell out quickly. Please evening when Discernment
the words and music, but have our chance to say mark the date and pass the provides the music at the
it was the prayer and faith thank you to them at the news on to others who may 9 p.m. Mass for the last
behind them that touched farewell party in the main also be keen to wish them time.
our hearts.
parish hall. Tickets ($10) for well.
Contributed by
St. Ignatius has received this event will be available
I have no doubt there will Winn Leslie
so much from this music at the church cfﬁce. They be a full house on the next

Fr. Leo Fernandes Celebrates 25th Anniversary of Ordination
Priests and other well-wishers from across the Archdiocese of Winnipeg gathered May 17 to
celebrate Fr. Leo Fernandes’ 25th Anniversary of Ordination to the Priesthood at Ste.-Rose-de
-Lima Church in Ste.-Rose-du-Lac, Man. Fr. Leo, pastor at Ste.-Rose-de -Lima, concelebrated the
Mass with about 20 priests. Fr. Michel Nault, pastor at St-Laurent Church in St-Laurent, Man. was
the homilist. After Mass a gathering was held at Ste. Rose town hall.
— Contributed by Fr. Eric Zadji
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Pastoral Vision: Community Building in the Archdiocese of Winnipeg
St. Ed’s Youth Ministry talks about Building Community
As the Archdiocese pursues its
Pastoral Vision,
Building a Church of Communion,
the New Wine Press asks members of
the clergy and laity to provide their
views of community.

S

t. Edward the Confessor Church on Arlington
Street in Winnipeg’s core
area is a busy place. For example there are four Masses
every Sunday, each attended
by about 600 people.
The majority of parishioners at St. Edward are Filipino, a culture known for its
love of God and its devotion
to church. This is true at
St Edward and many other
churches in the Archdiocese
of Winnipeg.
At the request of the New
Wine Press members of St.
Edward’s Youth Ministry
gathered to talk about building community, which is the
fourth phase of our ten-year
Pastoral Vision, Building
a Church of Communion,
which Archbishop James
Weisgerber put forth in
2005.
“It feels like a family
when we’re together,” said
Yvanne Dandan as she
explained that the St. Edward youth ministry, with
about 30 active members, is
made up of leaders in their
early 20s to mid-30s called
‘kuya,’ which in the Filipino
language of Tagalog means
big brother, and ‘ate’ (pronounced uh-teh), which in
Tagalog means big sister.
Then there are the younger
ones, the ‘seeds,’ an acronym created from St. Edward’s Early Disciples. The
big brothers and sisters are
usually university age and
the seeds junior high to high
school.
“Most join us right after
conﬁrmation,” Yvanne said.
“They see youth ministry as
a way to continue their in-

volvement in the church.”
Maui Zamora said over
the last year the group has
focused on “building our
foundation of faith. We expand by having the leaders
do a topic each week focusing on the four pillars of the
church,” (Apostles Creed,
the Sacraments, Ten Commandments and The Lord’s
Prayer.)
Christian Martinez said
leadership is a challenge.
“We see ourselves as ﬂawed
people but we aim for the
standard that is Jesus,” he
said.
Lorenz Brucal said the role
of the ates and kuyas goes
beyond the parish walls.
“We have to give the seeds
an opportunity to see how
ates and kuyas are acting
outside the gatherings and in
the real world. Our relationship to them isn’t limited to
the conﬁnes of the parish.”
Ashley Amante said the
parish has become her second home. “Two years ago
I could have not have pictured myself here but now I
couldn’t picture myself not
here.”
Daniel Magundayao said
the parish has been “so
wonderful” with great support from the older generation ministries. “It’s been
such as journey and it’s a
great feeling to know they
support us. At the beginning
of my involvement in youth
ministry I could not see myself talking to the elders, I
don’t speak Tagalog and I
am shy. But now I have my
favourites that I like to hang
out with.”

Youth ministry participants at St. Edward the Confessor, back row, from left,
Maui Zamora, Yvanne Dandan, Aris Magundayao and Christian Martinez. Front
row, from left, Mercy Anne Guevarra, Daniel Magundayao, Ashley Amante,
Lorenz Brucal.
Yvanne said although there
can be big differences in
the generations, with most
parishioners in the 40 to 50
and older range, “it’s a challenge to bridge the gap but
it’s nice to see it happen.”
Christian said he always
hears from elders how much
they appreciate the energy
the youth bring to the parish.
Aris Magundayao said he
recently came back to the
youth ministry “to tell you
what is wrong in the Catholic faith, and now I ﬁnd
myself defending the faith I
persecuted.” Aris said he investigated the scriptures and
tried to keep an open mind
“and as soon as I started digging it made sense. God’s
asking me to trust him ﬁrst
and then I’ll understand.”
Lorenz said from his
younger days in the Philippines to when he started
attending St. Edward, he
always went to Mass “but
not really knowing why”
then he met some of the
youth ministry through high
school at Daniel Macintyre

Collegiate. “They said,
‘why don’t you join us?’
and through our gatherings
I started learning why I go
to Mass. I personally like
talking to the elders, it feels
good that they know me. To
see them now it’s like our
family got better.”
The group was asked how
They see Jesus in their gatherings.
Maui said each of them has
different talents and a gathering is more of “complementing each other to show
how Jesus has done things
before. It is not to lead the
group but to serve the group
and by serving one another
you reﬂect Jesus.”
Christian said “I have seen
the Lord in many joyful
times in the community but
we can’t ignore the challenges we face. There are a
lot of lonely people, people
who are lost, heart broken.
It’s important to see the Lord
in those moments when we
say I am going to be here, I
am going to make a decision
to help.”
The group contemplated

how they meet Jesus in the
community.
“Through my friends,”
Lorenz said. “You are called
through your friends and
that’s the way God is.”
They were asked what advice they would give to parishes reaching out to young
people.
“Not by way of a program,” said Christian.
“What has worked for us is
genuine love when Christ is
in our lives. Youth are just
as in need of, and attracted
to, love as any other.”
Maui said there can be a
wide space between any
church’s old and young “and
the only way you can bring
them together is to build a
bridge and the foundation of
the bridge must be built on
Christ. The young cannot go

Contributed by
James Buchok

Read Archbishop Weisgerber’s
Pastoral Vision,
Building a Church of Communion
on the Archdiocese of Winnipeg
website, www.archwuinnipeg.ca

Building Community: The Public Way of the Cross
Archbishop James
Weisgerber joins a
crowd of nearly
1,000 people for the
Archdiocese of
Winnipeg’s 26th
Annual Public Way of
the Cross on Good
Friday, March 29.
The event was hosted
by St. John Cantius
Church on Burrows
Avenue.

ahead without elders and the
elders can’t go back without
youth. If you serve out of
love and compassion you
can ﬁnd that gap and meet
in between with humility.
They don’t look down on
us. We’re not just equal, we
are all one.”
“The elders say ‘we’re
here for you, ’” Ashley said.
“And they support us and
that support has to come
from both sides.”
Daniel attended the Western Canadian Association
of Catholic Youth Ministers
conference in Winnipeg in
January where a speaker
told the youth ministers it’s
not about programs. “Youth
are attracted to people who
are spiritually active. They
want to know that happiness.”
Ashley said being in the
St Edward community “has
changed me. I don’t have to
go to church, I want to go to
church.”
Maui said God has given
everyone talents to share “to
keep building the church inside and outside.”
“Have an open mind,”
Lorenz said. “See the opportunities that youth could
bring and encourage them
to bring it. The elders treat
us like their own children,
they call us their children.”
The key is to ﬁnding common interests to open doors,
Aris said. “Finding just
one thing will lead to other
doors you wouldn’t have
thought of.”
“I’m excited to talk about
community,” Christian said.
“But we have many challenges.”
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Knights of Columbus Frs. Jan and Wojciech Kulawy Council
Celebrate Quarter Century At Holy Ghost Parish

T

his year the Archdiocese of Winnipeg
joins the Church Universal in marking a Year
of Faith. We do this in
a special way by honoring the memory of the
Second Vatican Council
on this, the 50th anniversary of its opening, and by
energetically engaging in our chosen Archdiocesan
priority: building up the community.
Seeing the Church, our parishes as community
calls for a real conversion on the part of most of us.
500 years ago the Church was traumatized by the
Protestant reformation. The Catholic Church, too,
recognized the need for reform, called the Council
of Trent and reorganized the Church to strengthen
her to withstand the political and religious turmoil
spreading across Europe. The Church organized itself into a kind of army, and was, as any good army,
well structured with a great emphasis on authority.
The responsibility of the leaders (hierarchy) would
be to issue clear teaching and clear directions; the
responsibility of the followers (laity) would be to
follow and obey. This structure enabled the Church
not only to survive but to thrive and this structural
organization lasted well into the middle of the twentieth century.
In 1962 Pope John XXIII opened the Second Vatican Council in Rome. Both the religious situation
and the social situation of the world were rapidly
changing and once again the Church was challenged
to find new ways of understanding itself and new
ways of living the Gospel in order to continue to
be a light in this fast changing world. The Council
shone a new light on the dignity and responsibility
of the baptized, defined a new relationship between
the Church and the world and worked energetically
for the unity of Christians.
The centerpiece of the Council is its document on
the Church. The Council calls us to see the Church
not so much as a well organized army, but rather
as a family, a community, a people in which each
person, chosen by God and anointed with His Spirit
receives the dignity and responsibility of being a
member of God’s people. Every member receives
gifts to help build up the community. Together we
are the Body of Christ, a communion of real and diverse people who encounter the Living Christ in our
efforts to love one another. Each gathered community, i.e. parish or association is called to discover
the Risen Lord in our relationships with each other
and together show His face to the world.
Together in community we praise and worship God,
we celebrate and proclaim the Gospel and we serve
each other and the world. Being together, working
together is an immense challenge. We all have different visions, different personalities and different
priorities. It is precisely in dealing with our differences to attain a oneness of mind and heart that we
encounter our Risen Lord — not in isolation but in
relationship with one another.
Each institution, Archdiocese, parish or association, and each member is invited to examine the
reality of the community of which we are part. Is
our community a place where we can encounter the
Lord and where others can encounter the Lord in
us? Together all of us are called to conversion and
growth.

T

he Knights of Columbus of Holy Ghost
Parish, Winnipeg celebrated their 25th anniversary with Archbishop
James Weisgerber in attendance, Sat. April 27.
The day’s events included hosting of 1st, 2nd and
3rd degree knights and
Mass presided by Archbishop Weisgerber.

The council is named after the ﬁrst pastoral ministers of Holy Ghost Parish,
Frs. Jan and Wojciech Kulawy OMI. In 1899 Fr. Jan
Kulawy became the ﬁrst
pastor to serve at the newly built church, the ﬁrst
pastoral centre for Polish
people in Western Canada
as well as the ﬁrst parish
for Catholic immigrants

in the City of Winnipeg. It
became a religious centre
all Slovaks, Czechs and
Germans as well.
The evening featured a
dinner, dance and highlights of the past 25 years
in the community.
Grand Knight Kaz
Leszczynski recognized
the past services of the
council and the Grand

Knights who served the
past 25 years.
That evening the council
and parish also celebrated
the upcoming (May 1)
75th birthday of Archbishop Weisgerber wishing him blessings and
good health.
Contributed by
Frank Soja

Archbishop Weisgerber’s Schedule
Saturday

June 15

11:00 am

Sunday

June 16

5:00 pm
9:30 am
4:00 pm

Monday

June 17

4:30 pm

Tuesday
Wednesday

June 18
June 19

1:30 pm
10:30 a.m.
6:00 pm

Friday

June 21

8:30 am

Sunday
Tuesday
Friday

June 23
June 25
June 28

12:30 pm
5:30 pm
11:30 am
7:00 pm

Saturday
Sunday

June 29
July 21

10:00 am
11:30 am
6:00 pm

Monday
Sunday

July 22
July 28

11:00 am

Archdiocesan Pastoral Council Meeting
Brandon
Confirmation, Sacred Heart Parish, Virden
Confirmation & Parish 50th Anniversary
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, Winnipeg
Confirmation with the Eriterian Community
House of Peace, Winnipeg
St. Paul’s College Board Meeting
Winnipeg
Pro-Life Meeting, St. Boniface
KofC Presentation to Our Lady of Victory
School, Winnipeg
Archdiocesan Committee on Catholic
Education, Winnipeg
Blessing of Multiplex, St. Paul’s High School
Winnipeg
Confirmation, Holy Rosary Parish, Winnipeg
Misericordia Health Centre AGM, Winnipeg
Misericordia Health Centre Corporate Board
Meeting, Winnipeg
Celebration in honour of St. Pedro Calungsod
St. Peter’s Parish, Winnipeg
St. Peter’s Parish Fiesta, Winnipeg
Installation of New Rector of
St. Mary’s Cathedral
Swing and a Prayer BBQ
St. John Brebeuf Parish, Winnipeg
Swing and a Prayer Golf Tournament, Winnipeg
Eucharist at St. Benedict’s Monastery
East St. Paul

A note on the Archbishop’s retirement
Church law requires the bishop, once he has ﬁnished his 75th year to submit his
resignation to the Holy Father. Once the Holy Father accepts the resignation, and
there is no designated time-table for this, a search for a successor to the bishop
begins. Until a successor is named the bishop remains in his role.

+V. James Weisgerber
Archbishop of Winnipeg

The
A publication of the
Archdiocese of Winnipeg

The evening featured a dinner and dance and Archbishop Weisgerber was presented with a
gift of roses for his 75th birthday.
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