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Archbishopis 50th Anniversary: (The Lord Keeps Faith Forever(

ith family, 15 fellow

bishops, priests and
hundreds of well-wishers
in attendance, Archbishop
James Weisgerber celebrat-
ed the 50th anniversary of
his ordination to the priest-
hood May 31, with Mass
at St. Mary(s Cathedral fol-
lowed by a reception at the
Delta Hotel ballroom.

fiwe gather to celebrate
not only my anniversary but
the faithfulness of God,0 the
archbishop said at the begin-
ning of Mass. When Weisge-
ber was ordained as Bishop
of Saskatoon in 1996, he
took as his motto: The Lord
Keeps Faith Forever.

The Mass was being cele-
brated on the Feast of the Vis-
itation, the day on which the
Blessed Virgin Mary, having
been told at the Annunciation
by the angel Gabriel that she
had been chosen to bear the
Son of God, went to visit her
cousin Elizabeth, who herself
was pregnant with John the
Baptist.

In his homily the arch-
bishop related how on a trip
to Jerusalem he stayed at a
Sisters of Zion retreat house.
On a morning walk he found
a church and by it a cave. He

entered the cave and found a
marker; fithis is where John
the Baptist was born. | was
in the middle of the hill coun-
try.0

Weisgerber said Elizabeth
was old, representing the
traditions of Israel. As Mary
approaches, Elizabeth feels
the baby inside her leap for
joy. Mary is bringing some-
thing new. \Weisgerber said
the action of God is to bring
fisomething far greater than
what was there before, but
consistent with what had
gone before.0

The archbishop described
how he completed his priest-
ly formation just as Vatican Il
began and how up until then
the church fiwas an extremely
different church,0 from what
we know today. AANnd that
was symbolized by tradition
that had become very heavy,0
Weisgerber said. iThe church
had answers for everything.
We spoke of ourselves as a
perfect society. We had no re-
sponsibility to the world and
we needed nothing from the
world.0 Weisgerber said the
church fiwas very much like
Elizabeth.0

Weisgerber said when Vati-
can Il began in 1962, fiit was
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Archbishop James Weisgerber with his sister Mary Lou and brother-in-law
Brian Deck at the celebration of the archbishopis 50th anniversary of or-
dination to the priesthood.

like Mary meeting Elizabeth.
There was something new,
wonderful and energizing.
Our experience of the liturgy,
involving everybody. We
learned that through Baptism
we are all equal. My ministry
was shaped by the excitement
and optimism of the Second
Vatican Council.0
Addressing the realities of
todaybs church the archbish-

op spoke of aging congrega-
tions, fewer people entering
vocations and non-practicing
Catholics being the biggest
religious group in Canada.
filtés very easy to become bit-
ter, or we can see Mary point-
ing us to the living Christ as
someone to leap for joy over.
The Lord is calling us in ways
he never has before. Hels
calling us to take a chance to

become different from other
people. As his disciples we
canit do what everybody else
does and live like everybody
else and still be believers,0
the archbishop said.

iGod is calling a new
church into being to be a sign
of Godis faithfulness. We
gather in thanksgiving for
the church. In the Eucharist
we remember all that God

has done. He delivers on his
promises because he is faith-
ful. Let us enter into this cel-
ebration celebrating the ydel-
ity of God.0

As the Mass concluded,
the President of the Cana-
dian Conference of Catholic
Bishops, Archbishop Richard
Smith of Edmonton , thanked
Weisgerber for his many
years of service to the CCCB
including a term as president
from 2007 to 2009.

fiOf all he has done,0 said

Smith of Weisgerber, fithe
most signiycant and closest
to his heart is his work toward
reconciliation with our ab-
original brothers and sisters,0
which brought an ovation
from the large gathering.

Antonio di Geronimo spoke
on behalf of the archdiocese
and presented the archbishop
with a gift of a new computer.

All were invited to the re-
ception that followed, with
long lineups for pictures
with Archbishop Weisgerber
and seemingly endless offer-
ings of personal congratula-
tions.

Contributed by
James Buchok

U of M Doctorate an
ohonour for me and those | servei

Archbishop James Weis-
gerber received an

honorary Doctor of Laws
degree from the University
of Manitoba May 29, for
what the university cited as
fihis visionary commitment
to social change and jus-
tice.0

Thearchbishop was praised
for being finstrumental in
bridging the divide between
the Catholic Church in
Canada and Canadals Ab-
original Peoples, a divide
which developed because of
the abuse of Aboriginal peo-
ples in residential schools.0
Weisgerber was recognized
for working fitirelessly to
bring about the meeting in
Rome in April 2009, when
Pope Benedict XVI met
with leaders of Canadafs
Aboriginal peoples at the
Vatican to express his sor-
row at the anguish caused
by the conduct of some
members of the Church.o
The archbishop was also
recognized for creating Mi-

cah House, the Archdiocese
of Winnipegts Catholic Cen-
tre for Social Justice It was
also noted that Weisgerber
was symbolically adopted
by several First Nations EI-
ders at a ceremony in 2012
that made him a brother to
the First Nations commu-
nity.

The archbishop called re-
ceiving the degree fian hon-
our for me and for the com-
munity | serve.o

He congratulated the hun-
dreds of graduates receiving
their diplomas that after-
noon, one of six convoca-
tions over three days at the
U of M. iiThis is the cul-
mination of hard work and
discipline for you and your
families,0 he said.

Weisgerber spoke of how
his 25-year involvement
with the Canadian Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops
gave him opportunities to
see people throughout the
world. fiWe met people
where they live and it is

heartbreaking to see how
the majority of the people of
the world live. There is vio-
lence, there is poverty, there
is homelessness, especially
for women.o

filn Canada,0 the archbish-
op continued, fiwe are safe,
we are secure, we are edu-
cated and we have unlimited
possibilities. It is among the
best places in the world to
live. But what is very dis-
appointing is that a great
number of Canadians dontt
know that. They take it for
granted with a sense of en-
titlement that it will always
be like that.0

Weisgerber said by the time
the young graduates reach
his age of 75 fithe country
will change in so many dif-
ferent ways. Will it be better
or worse and for who?0

The archbishop said con-
temporary culture supports
individualism and to be fire-
ally concerned with onefs
own private affairs, accom-
panied by an abandonment

of society and public life.0

fiWe need to be informed
and conversant with the is-
sues,0 facing the country
and society, Weisgerber
said. iYou have an obliga-
tion to become informed
and involved in the public
life of the country. We need
to become engaged and
when we do we will ynd it

very rewarding.o

With the bestowing of
about 1,000 degrees that af-
ternoon, Weisgerber told the
graduates that although the
ceremony recognizes them
fiwe have to remember the
tremendous contribution of
the university community,
the province and all of us
taxpayers. We have made a
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Archbishop James Weisgerber receives his honorary Doctor of Laws de-
gree from University of Manitoba President Dr. David Barnard.

big investment in you,0 the
archbishop said.

filf you step up to the plate
we can be assured that this
great country will not only
survive but will pourish in
unbelievable ways.0

Contributed by
James Buchok
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Holy Cross Parish in Ashern, Mb. is celebrating our
100th Anniversary on Sunday, Sept. 1, 2013. All
clergy and former parishioners and families are in-
vited to this celebration. Mass will be celebrated at
11 AM, followed by a blessing of the cemetery. A re-

ception with a catered meal, (price to be determined
at a later date) will follow in the
Royal Canadian Legion, Main Street East in Ashern.
If you plan to attend please contact Glenda at
204-768-2346, email grangers@mts.net
or Joyce 204-768-2224, email hbudnick@mymts.net
at your earliest opportunity.
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Breezy Bend Golf & Country Club

Pre-Tournament BBQ & Dance

Entry Fee $209 per Golfer
St. John Brebeuf Parish Hall

All Proceeds go to the Archdiocese of

:;t ::;2222 2::::2 Winnipeg Seminarian Fund. Entry Fee ~ Sunday July 21 6pm-11pm
includes: Pre-tournament BBQ for
Joy el i golfers and a guest, Golf Day Lunch,
Saoporivepicons s 15t8 holes of Golf, Power Cart,
e 1" Tee Gift, Golf Day Banquet
;lif*ulzllldﬁ;:“‘ biooks are For More Information on Sponsorship
Opportunities or to Register
Contact Monique at
Phone: 204-452-2227 ext. 228

204-475-75770r email
livingwaters@mymts,net to
schedule an appointment.
Our office is open Monday
to Iriday. Evening
appointments are also
available.

Living Waters Columbarium Office
located in St Gianna’s Parish Centre
1353 Kenaston Blvd

Winnipeg, MB R5P 2P2

......

wwwlivingwaterswpg.ca

summer Retrects 2013
af St Benedict's

July 5, 7:30pm-July 11, 4:00pm (or shorter by arrangement)

A time of silence, Sabbath rest, leisure and prayer with daily
meetings with a director. Private Room, meals, group
prayer and spiritual direction:
Early registration $525; afier June 25, $550
Directors Kalyn Falk & Mary Coswin, OSB
Register by June 215t

Rooms with bath

Infensive, Advanced, and Post Infensive Genfering Prager limiteq cgop oy

July 5, 4:00pm—July 12, 4:00pm Reg;ﬁera@?’em)' O N Ll N E

Each retreat will offer progressively more centering prayer periods. y -

The Intensive and Advanced Retreats include video presentations of Fr. . b3 C ATH OLI C STU DI E S
COURSES & CERTIFICATES

Thomas Keating’s teachings and discussion of the videos. Time for pri-
vate interviews with the Centering Praver staff available. The introduc-
tory workshop is a prerequisite for the Intensive retreat which in turn is a /-
prerequisite for the Advanced. |

Facilitator: Sr. Sandra Stewart, RNDM X
Register by June 2 1st: $600; afier June 21 add $20. -

Fermata (musical term meaning ‘pause’ or ‘hold before going on’)

Explore your faith in the areas of
"/I"‘i:lf:li(t)r’Zz;li?]gn?:_l?r:iu?:(;n::l?(())il;}]j]demands, for resting and nurturing thurg)/’ PaStoraz Care’ SOClal ]I"tStlceﬁ
one’s spirit. Enjoy leisure to read, pray and rediscover your love for life and 5 ;
3 Experien I pra ’ Youth Evangelization, and more...

for God. Experience some spiritual practices like lectio divina walking the
labyrinth, centering prayer and more. Come away refreshed and renewed.
Rachel Twigg Boyce (left) and Kalyn Falk (top)

Register Ay July 30th. Private Room $350 Commuter $240: after add $20. .
Register now! $70 per course

St Benedct’s Retreat & Conference Gentre
225 Masters Ave., Winnipeq , MB KA 2A1 204-839-1705; sthens@misnet. voww sthens.ca







