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On a typically Scot-
tish day, overcast 

with a light rain, parishio-
ners of St-François Xavier 
Church and people of the 
Manitoba town of the same 
name, gathered to honour 
Cuthbert Grant Jr., an early 
nineteenth century Métis 
leader, and founder of their 
church and community.
Archbishop James Weis-

gerber told the gathering 
that although rain is usu-
ally unwelcome, “The Mé-
tis know the rain feeds the 
land, it is a welcome bless-
ing from God.”
“Without Cuthbert Grant,” 

said Manitoba MLA and 
Métis historian Sharon Bla-
dy, “we would not have had 
Louis Riel or the Province 
of Manitoba.” 
Grant was born in Sas-

katchewan to a Scottish fa-
ther, who was a Northwest 
Company partner, and a 
Metis Cree mother.
St-François Xavier Parish, 

established in 1834, is the 
oldest in the Archdiocese 
of Winnipeg. Grant was 
buried in the first log cabin 
church which burnt to the 
ground. A second and later a 

third church were built over 
the next century and a half, 
but further and further away 
from the nearby Assini-
boine River. The location of 
Grant’s gravesite was lost.
It became a “passion proj-

ect,” as she describes it, for 
Sandra Horyski, to have a 
memorial marker for Grant 
placed in the church cem-
etery. Horyski is Métis of 
Scottish and Aboriginal her-
itage. Her great, great, great 
grandfather was Cuthbert 
Grant Sr.

Grant was born in 1793 at 
a trading post in Saskatch-
ewan, where his father was 
a manager. At age eight, he 
was sent to Scotland to be 
educated and at age 19 he  
entered the service of the 
North West Company.
Grant is best known in 

Manitoba and Canadian his-
tory for leading the Métis, 
and some employees of the 
North West Company, in 
the Battle of Seven Oaks in 
June 1816, which occurred 
in what is now North Win-

nipeg. A bitter struggle  with 
the rival Hudson’s Bay 
Company led to the bloody 
encounter. Grant’s better-
skilled shooters outnum-
bered their opponents and 
twenty-two Red River colo-
nists were killed. The Métis 
suffered just one casualty.
Despite this, when the two 

rival companies merged in 
1821 under the name the 
Hudson’s Bay Company, 
Grant was assigned to head 
a Métis settlement of some 
2,000 people, 16 miles west 

of present day Winnipeg. 
The settlement was known 
as Grantown for years, and 
later renamed for its patron 
saint, St-François Xavier.
Horyska said what is not 

well known about Grant is 
his being the first Métis to 
practice modern medicine, 
covering long distances on 
horseback serving his people. 
The actual bag of potions and 
concoctions he carried was 
on display in the church.
Parishioner Lori Ann Regni-

er said before the church was 
built, religious services were 
held in Grant’s home which 
also served as the communi-
ty’s first school. He also over-
saw the manufacture of  Red 
River Ox Carts, first used by 
the Métis to bring meat from 
the buffalo hunt and later in 
farm work.

By 1825 wheat was be-
coming an important food 
crop and although there 
were several windmills in 
operation in the area, Grant 
was the first to undertake 
the construction of a water-
mill. It was built on Stur-
geon Creek in 1829, the first 
grist mill west of the Great 
Lakes. But after three years 
of spring flooding washed 
the dam out, Grant salvaged 
the grind stones and moved 
them to Grantown and built 
a windmill which served 
the needs of the settlement   
for many years.
The failure of the water 

mill didn’t keep Winnipeg-
gers from creating a replica 
mill and museum near the 
original site.
Grant died in July, 1854 

from injuries suffered when 
he fell off his horse. 
Regnier said the memorial 

marker holds great impor-
tance “in making Grant’s 
name visible in our ceme-
tery to be remembered as a 
part of our church. He was 
God’s hands and feet for 
his people.”

Contributed by
James Buchok

St-François Xavier Parish honours Métis leader Cuthbert Grant Jr.  

Two lives enriched by giving and receiving

Archbishop Weisgerber blesses the symbolic grave marker for Cuthbert 
Grant Jr., Sept. 28 at St-François Xavier Parish in St-François Xavier, Man.

Everyone is an artist, ev-
eryone is a painter and 

Joan Chase will prove it to 
you.
Joan and Ron Chase have 

been parishioners at Winni-
peg’s St. Charles Church for 
the past 20 years. Joan has 
been painting for about ten 
years following her experi-
ences in chocolate artistry 
and teaching art pastry. She 
said as a girl she would see 
wonderful, but expensive, 
pastries in a bakery window 
so her mother advised her, 
“if you can’t afford some-
thing you have to do it your-
self.”
Now Joan’s passion is to 

give anyone the chance to 
take brush in hand and expe-
rience an amazing transfor-
mation from “I can’t paint” 
to a genuine artist. This sum-
mer she gave young and old 
alike the chance to discover 
their gifts at her table at the 
Lac du Bonnet Open Mar-
ket near the Chase’s cottage 

at Otter Falls in Manitoba’s 
Whiteshell Provincial Park, 
where they live for the ma-
jority of the year. 
“This has awakened the 

artist in everyone I come 
into contact with in the 
Whiteshell,” said Joan. She 
also teaches painting both at 
the cottage and their home 
in Winnipeg.
“People have art in them,” 

she said. “Painting takes 
you into a better place if 
only for a couple of hours 
and I want to bring that into 
the world.” 
The Chases also have an-

other side to their lives and 
that is the challenge of liv-
ing with cancer. Joan was 
diagnosed almost four years 
ago and two years ago Ron 
had part of a lung removed. 
He is now clear of the dis-
ease.
On May 26 the couple 

hosted an evening at St. 
Charles so they could thank 
their faith community for 

the great support it has pro-
vided to them in difficult 
times. They also gave gifts 
of their art, painted by Joan 
and framed and matted by 
Ron.
“It gives me great strength 

in knowing that I am con-
nected to so many at St. 
Charles Parish,” Joan told 
their friends that evening. 
“You have given me a tre-
mendous light and this has 
been a daily reminder of 

the oneness with others as 
when one suffers, we all 
suffer together and if one is 
honoured, we all rejoice to-
gether.”
“When you have the privi-

lege of being given your 
lifespan, it is a gift from 
God.  It is a time to see 
God,” Joan said. “He gave 
me life and now he wants 
it back and I have no right 
to complain. It is like a gate 
into a different world, a pos-

sibility for big changes in a 
short time and, most of all, it 
puts you in charge.”
Joan said with her illness 

she not only realized an ur-
gency regarding her passion 
for art, “I also realized that 
I was not alone in my new 
and rewarding world. It be-
came my purpose to awaken 
the artist in everyone and to 
bring out the soul of paint-
ing which made me now of 
service. When you make 
service a purpose in life, 
it eliminates fear, focuses 
your mind and gives you 
meaning.”   
A very special service Joan 

has provided is with the el-
derly in the Prime Care pro-
gram at  Deer Lodge Hospi-
tal. She said staff there was 
examining new activities for 
the residents and someone 
suggested calling Joan. 
She describes a scene of 10 

aged people in wheelchairs, 
of varying physical capa-
bility, each wearing white 
gloves and white smocks, 
“and I thought ‘why has 
God sent me 10 angels?’” 
She provided each with a 
large piece of paper “so they 

couldn’t miss” and she had 
lots of helpers assisting the 
class. Joan said it was hard 
to say if the finished works 
were flower, fish or bird, but 
once cropped and framed  
by Ron each one was a mas-
terpiece.
“For somebody who is 

dealing with self worth this 
is a few minutes of feel-
ing gifted and that can only 
come from a greater pow-
er,” Joan said. “You have 
to share the content of your 
life and pass it on.” And, she 
adds, “you only need a few 
colours and you don’t need 
a lot of fancy brushes.”
For more about Joan and 

her art and art classes visit 
www.joanchase.com

Contributed by
James Buchok

Ron and Joan Chase of  St. Charles Church.

The Archdiocese of Winnipeg continues 
to focus on the fourth phase of its

Pastoral Vision, Community Building 

Read Archbishop 
Weisgerber’s 

Pastoral Vision, 
Building a Church of 

Communion 
on the Archdiocese 
of Winnipeg website 
www.archwuinnipeg.ca
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Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Catholic Women’s League 

Bazaaar
Book now to display and sell your hand-made crafts 
at the Nov. 23, 2013 CWL Bazaar, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish, 4588 Roblin 

Boulevard.  Rentals - $25 per table. 
For information and applications contact 

Debra (204) 453-6067 or Claire (204) 895-8846. 
Forms also available on the Church 

website at  www.olphwinnipeg.ca main page, under 
Upcoming/Current Events & Notices.

email: hbudnick@mymts.net 
at your earliest opportunity.

Serra Club of Winnipeg 
Archbishop’s Burse Dinner

Nov. 21, 2013 at Centro Caboto 
1055 Wilkes Avenue, Winnipeg

Reception and Silent Auction 6 p.m. Dinner 7 p.m.

Guest Speaker: Archbisop of Winnipeg 
Most Reverend James Weisgerber 

Tickets $85 available at St. John Brebeuf Church 
1707 John Brebeuf Place, Winnipeg, Ph. (204) 488-4467
Tickets will also be available at individual churches. 

Serra Clubs worldwide promote and foster vocations 
to the priesthood and other consecrated religious life.  



One hundred years ago, 
many pioneers settled 

in Ashern, Man.. A lot of 
them were Roman Catholic 
from many ethnic back-
grounds and to keep their 
faith strong, they formed 
the Parish of Holy Cross. 
There were about 60 fami-
lies in the area and they de-
cided that instead of having 
the priest say Mass in vari-
ous homes, they needed 
to build a church. So with 
the women raising the 
funds and the men making 
the lumber and doing the 
building, they completed 
the church.
On Sat., Aug. 31, 2013, 

to help celebrate the cen-
tenary, the church entered 
a float in the town’s rodeo 
parade. The oldest member 
of the parish, Ethel Stolw-
yk, at 92 years of age, rode 
in the van with other mem-
bers carrying the banner, 
the cross and tossing candy 
to the crowd.

On Sun., Sept. 1, we came 
together to celebrate our 
100th anniversary with 
Mass presided by Arch-
bishop Weisgerber and 
concelebrated by our Pas-
tor Reverend Darius Bili-

ran, Reverend Paul Bisson, 
Pastor at St. Antoninus 
Church in Deloraine and 
Reverend Vincent Herner, 
Chaplain at Misericordia 
Health Centre. 
The Mass was well attend-

ed with about 100 people 
in attendance. After Mass, 
Archbishop Weisgerber 
blessed the cemetery. 
This was followed by 

lunch at the Legion Hall  
where present and former  

parishioners enjoyed fel-
lowship. The draw for the 
raffle was made and the 
winners were: 1st prize, a 
queen size quilt was won 
by Guy and Kathe Ber-
nier of Fisher Branch; 2nd 

prize, $50 won by Leona 
Legary of Portage la Prai-
rie; 3rd prize, a $25 ham-
per won by Alice Fleury of 
Winnipeg. 
Many thanks to Arch-

bishop Weisgerber and 
the attending priests, Frs. 
Darius, Paul and Vince, 
for making our celebration 
special. Also to Stuart and 
Annette Wurtak for repairs 
and, with the help of oth-
ers, installing the old cross 
from the original steeple; 
to Ann Gislason and Fran-
ces VanTornhout for the 
float; to Ann Gislason for 
making the quilt depicting 
100 years of Holy Cross; 
to those who prepared the 
food and Linda Bezemer 
for serving it; to all those 
who supported us by buy-
ing tickets and to all those 
who attended our celebra-
tion. May God Bless you 
all.  

Contributed by
Holy Cross Parish    
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Holy Cross Church in Ashern celebrates 100 years

A Reflection on Youth and 
Young Adult Ministry

Following the 100th Anniversary Mass, Archbishop Weisgerber blessed the church cemetery.

Friends, despite the 
temptation and noise 

of our world today, our 
Lord reassures us, “do 
not be afraid.” Our Lord 
is faithful and he keeps 
his promises, saying in 
Matthew, “I am with you 
always, to the end of the 
age.” In our increasingly 
relativistic society, what 
role do youth and young 
adult ministries have to 
play? What can a parish 
ministry or youth-oriented 
group offer to our youth 
and young adults who, 
despite the misconception, 
really are just as smart, 
just as interested and just 
as thirsty for truth? Alone, 
these organizations can do 
little. Together with the 
Church, they can set the 
world ablaze. 
These ministries for our 

young people are different 
from other worldly organi-
zations that also do good 
work (like an after-school 
program or recreational 
club) by this crucial point: 
our hopes and dreams, 
while having a worldly 
component, are not set 
on the world. Our hope is 
ultimately set on the One 
Lord, he who is eternal. 
We think of the challeng-
ing life of a young person 
today, at the height of tu-
mult and confusion, and 
our instinct as caring peo-
ple is to provide a quick 

fix. Give the child worldly 
comforts – a beautifully 
furnished bedroom, video 
games and fancy gad-
gets, a car – and all will 
be well. We often forget 
that a temporary solution 
yields us temporary ben-
efits. Friends, I urge you to 
believe that our youth by 
the very fabric of their be-
ing know this, and if only 
we would give them our 
authentic commitment of 
time, talent, treasure and 
relationship, they will re-
spond to the call of faith 
and the new evangeliza-
tion! 
Everything that we hope 

the Church could and 
would do will at some 
point come to fruition at 
the hands of our youth 
today, which include your 
children, or the shy young 
man who sits silently in the 
pews during Mass, or the 
bright young lady who al-
ways seems to have some-

thing to say but whose 
comments we quickly 
dismiss. Truly, our future 
rests in the youth. Let us 
support them. Nourish 
them. Listen to them. Feed 
them the eternally-satisfy-
ing Word of God – but feed 
them food as well! Today, 
let us plant “good seed” 
in our youth and young 
adults, as our Lord com-
manded us. Tomorrow, we 
could look forward to a 
community built on hope, 
joy and love. 
In the meantime, I invite 

you to connect with me 
through the avenues listed 
below if you have com-
ments, questions or con-
cerns – or even just to say 
hi! Let us take a moment 
today in prayerful silence 
to listen to our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Good Shep-
herd, who always speaks 
to us in the stillness of our 
hearts. 
In Christ,

Christian Martinez
Director of Youth and 
Young Adult Ministry
Archdiocese of Winnipeg

(204) 452–2227, ext . 273
email: cmartinez@
archwinnipeg.ca

Catholic Centre
1495 Pembina Hwy, 
Winnipeg, MB  
R3T 2C6

Christian Martinez

Christian Martinez is the new 
Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministry

for the Archdiocese of Winnipeg. 
He began his ministry at the Catholic Centre Sept. 9

On October 2, 2013 
we were saddened to 

learn of the death of Msgr. 
Patrick A. Morand, Pastor 
Emeritus of St. Vital Par-
ish in Winnipeg.
Born March 17, 1934 in 

Tecumseh, Ontario Msgr. 
Morand served the Arch-
diocese of Winnipeg for 
49 years. 
Msgr. Morand was or-

dained to the Priesthood 
on May 28, 1960 and 
served in a number of par-
ishes in the Archdiocese of 
Winnipeg.  
He was assistant at St. 

Augustine of Canterbury 
Parish in Brandon and later 
at St. Mary’s Cathedral in 
Winnipeg. He served as 
Pastor of St. Felix de Valois 

Parish in Dunrea, St. John’s 
Parish in Portage la Prairie 
and for 31 years as Pastor 
of St. Vital Parish in Win-
nipeg.
A funeral Mass was cele-

brated at Ste. Anne’s Parish 
in Tecumseh, Ontario on 
Monday, October 7, 2013. 

Interment followed at St. 
Anne’s Cemetery. Arch-
bishop Weisgerber was 
present at the funeral
At the time of publication 

a Memorial Mass was be-
ing planned at St. Vital Par-
ish in Winnipeg.

IN MEMORY OF 
MSGR. PATRICK A. MORAND 

J.C.D.

Rev. Mr. Kelly Wilson,  
one of six Archdiocese 
of Winnipeg seminari-
ans, serves as deacon at 
an all-seminary Mass at 
Sacred Heart School of 
Theology in Milwaukee, 
Wis., Sept. 25. The cel-
ebration of the cultural 
diversity of the student 
body features elements 
in eight languages. Wil-
son and fellow Winni-
peg seminarian Deacon 
Patrick Neufeld, are ex-
pected to graduate in 
the spring of 2014 and 
begin serving in parish 
ministry in the Archdio-
cese of Winnipeg short-
ly thereafter. 

Deacon Kelly Wilson serves at all-seminary Mass 
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Archbishop Weisgerber accepts his 10th Anniversary



There are people in 
Catholic schools mak-

ing hiring decisions who 
have no idea what they 
are doing, says Dr. Jerome 
Cranston, a specialist in hu-
man resource management 
in schools.
When preparing to in-

terview a teacher candi-
date, some people doing 
the hiring will just Google 
“good interview questions 
for teachers,” according to 
Cranston, who is an assis-
tant professor at the Uni-
versity of Manitoba
Cranston was speaking 

at the Canadian Catholic 
Schools Trustees Conven-
tion in Winnipeg June 6-8, 
presented by the Archdio-
cese of Winnipeg Catho-
lic Schools, the Catholic 
Schools Commission of 
the Archdiocese of Saint 
Boniface and the Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchy of 
Winnipeg.
Cranston has many years 

of experience in Catholic 
schools having served as 
a teacher, principal, super-
intendent and director of 
education in Alberta, Sas-
katchewan and Manitoba. 
His workshop was entitled 
simply Hiring Catholic 
Teachers. 
Other conference sessions 

covered: The Catholic Edu-

cational Community in a 
Canada of Many Religions; 
The Role of a Pastor in a 
Catholic School; and Keys 
To Proclaiming The Word: 
The Task Of Catholic 
School Teachers.
“One of the most impor-

tant things you can do is 
put the right person in the 
room with those students,” 
Cranston said. “The ques-
tion is, what is the mission 
of your school? If you don’t 

know, you are casting a net 
not knowing what you are 
looking for.”
Cranston said the next 

generation of young teach-
ing candidates is very so-
cially different from those 
in a position to hire them. 
“We told them they can 

have anything they want, 
and, ‘nobody is the boss 
of you.’ We gave them 
participation trophies just 
for showing up, and guess 

what they want now?  An 
award just for showing 
up. We told them they can 
have everything so don’t 
be surprised when you 
hear them say they want 
everything.” Cranston said 
the young Catholic teacher 
hopeful will even ask, “you 
mean I really have to go to 
church?
“Teaching is a judged 

profession for everything 
you do,” Cranston said. 
“The public will judge you 
harshly. Some are posting 
online about their personal 
lives and telling everyone 
they work as a teacher, that 
is not good. We judge peo-
ple on their behaviour.”
Cranston asked what 

makes an organization 
Catholic? “How do you 
know what’s happening in 
your board office would 
qualify as Catholic? I walk 
into a building and what 
makes it Catholic? If you 
can’t answer that question I 

want to know how you can 
be hiring for mission?”
“What makes a school 

Catholic? If you’re not do-
ing your part on this you 
are going to have people 
on the street defining who 
you are. You will invite the 
skeptical public to the argu-
ment. They will answer the 
question because you don’t 
have one.”
Cranston said Pope John 

Paul II said teachers in 
Catholic schools need not 
be Catholics but if they 
are they will be especially 
effective when they are ac-
tive, practicing Catholics. 
“If you are hiring non-Cath-
olics you want active, prac-
ticing ‘fill-in-the-blank.’ If 
you’re hiring non-Catholic 
teachers you are still hiring 
with mission in mind.”
When hiring the right 

teacher, Cranston said, “you 
need to know they can do 
the job, and they can fit into 
your organization, these are 

two different things.”
Cranston says when he 

asks someone in a hiring 
position to describe a good 
teacher,  “they’ll stumble 
to answer and then say, 
‘I know it when I see it.’ 
That’s not good enough. 
What makes you good at 
hiring? What have you 
done to get good at this?”
Cranston spoke of his 

book Keith’s Fire, which 
he described as “creative 
fiction” on hiring and ethi-
cal dimensions of school 
leadership and personnel 
management. “You don’t 
have to read this book but 
you better read something,” 
he said.
Cranston said the inter-

view is the weakest tool for 
hiring. “How do you assess 
a resume.? How do you as-
sess a pastoral letter? There 
are things you can do to do 
this better.”
“I know people on hiring 

committees who haven’t 
spent a dime on training,” 
Cranston said. “We should 
be ashamed of that. You 
want to invest in yourself 
as a board.”

Contributed by
James Buchok
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A haven for refugee and 
immigrant single moms 

and their children will rise 
in downtown Winnipeg 
over the next year, as the 
Sisters of the Holy Names 
of Jesus and Mary continue 
their work providing a safe 
community for some of the 
city’s most vulnerable citi-
zens.
The sod was turned on the 

six-storey, 40-unit Marie 
Rose Place July 4, next door 
to the Holy Names House 
of Peace, a safe home for 
women in transition and 
also a life affirming com-
munity in the inner city that 
welcomes all with hospital-
ity and healing ministries.
The new apartment project 

is named for Mother Marie-
Rose, who founded the Sis-
ters of the Holy Names of 
Jesus and Mary in 1843 in 
Longueuil, Que.
“The driving force behind 

this amazing dream is our 
pioneer newcomer women 
who left everything behind,” 
said Sr. Lesley Sacouman, 
House of Peace Executive 
Director. “It is their courage 
that has challenged us. They 
will ensure that Marie Rose 
Place will be a legacy for 
the future. It is a privilege to 
know these women and to 
walk along with them.”
Asel Diusheeva, who had 

arrived in Winnipeg as a 
refugee from Kyrgyzstan 
with her daughter only a 

month before, said becom-
ing a resident at the House 
of Peace was “like a miracle 
had happened.” The help she 
anticipated on her arrival in 
Canada wasn’t there and she 
ended up in a cheap, unsafe 
downtown hotel wondering 
how she and her daughter 
would survive. She found 
women’s shelters were full 
and then she found Sr. Les-
ley. “Now I believe in my-

self,” she said, describing 
Marie Rose Place as “a sec-
ond miracle” and a place she 
hopes she and her daughter 
can live one day as she con-
tinues to strive toward her 
own self-sufficiency and in-
dependence.
The $9-million project in-

cludes federal and city con-
tributions of $990,000 each, 
with the province and de-
veloper Hargrave Holdings 

each putting up $2 million. 
The developer is taking out 
a mortgage for the rest.
For Bob Dick, president 

of Hargrave Holdings Ltd., 
what he described as “this 
remarkable journey” be-
gan in 2010 when he read 
in a Manitoba government 
housing report that 120 ref-
ugee and immigrant women 
arrive in Winnipeg every 
year, pregnant or with chil-

dren but no local family or 
friends. “I was wondering 
what happens to these 120 
people a year? said Dick. 
“Where do they go? Where 
do they live?”
Dick approached Sister 

Sacouman and plans for 
the apartment complex next 
door to House of Peace start-
ed to take shape. He said af-
ter the governments got on 
board “we needed to get the 

private sector involved and 
we did that through Har-
grave. Thank you from the 
bottom of my heart for all 
the support we received.” 
He said Marie Rose Place 
is Manitoba’s first women-
only apartment block for 
newcomers.
Shelly Glover, St. Boni-

face MP and parliamentary 
secretary to the minister of 
finance said she was proud 
to be “a woman here sup-
porting other women. This 
is our home to share with 
newcomers who need a 
family.”
Manitoba’s Housing and 

Community Development 
Minister Kerri Irvin-Ross 
said the rent based-on-in-
come style of housing will 
help women adjust to their 
adopted country and flour-
ish here. 
Jenny Gerbasi, city coun-

cillor for Fort Rouge-East 
Fort Garry and chair of the 
Winnipeg Housing Steer-
ing Committee, said the city 
welcomes and needs the 
women who will live at Ma-
rie Rose Place. “It’s great 
to have more downtown 
residents,” said Gerbasi. 
“It will become more of a 
neighbourhood as we have 
more and more people liv-
ing here.”

Contributed by
James Buchok

Hiring skills vital to the success of our Catholic schools

House of Peace turns sod on new home for city’s most vulnerable  

From left, Robert Dick, Sr. Lesley Sacouman s.n.j.m., MP Shelly Glover, Manitoba Housing Minister Kerri 
Irvin-Ross and city councilor Jenny Gerbasi perform the sod turning ceremony for Marie Rose Place in 
downtown Winnipeg. 

Jerome Cranston

“One of the most important things you 
can do is put the right person in the 

room with those students. The question 
is, ‘what is the mission of your school?’ 
If you don’t know, you are casting a net 
not knowing what you are looking for.”
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Citizens for Public Jus-
tice, a Canadian orga-

nization that describes itself 
as “a faithful response to 
God’s call for love, justice 
and stewardship” launched 
its latest book Sept. 26 in 
Winnipeg, entitled Living 
Ecological Justice: A Gos-
pel Response to the Envi-
ronmental Crisis. 
The book launch was held 

at Sam’s Place, a used book-
store, café and performance 
space in the city’s Elmwood 
neighborhood, created and 
supported by the Menno-
nite Central Committee of 
Manitoba.
CPJ, which is celebrating 

its 50th year, was founded 
in Edmonton and estab-
lished a number of regional 
offices over the decades be-
fore moving to Ottawa in 
2007 where it could be more 
directly involved in shaping 
federal public policy.
Living Ecological Justice 

is a collection of contribu-
tions from 13 people from 
across Canada with various 
religious backgrounds and 
varied experience working 
on ecological issues locally 
and internationally.
CPJ executive director Joe 

Gunn described it as “not just 
a book to read, but a book to 
use,” with each section in-
cluding action suggestions. 

He read the book’s open-
ing quote, from American 
theologian Daniel Maguire, 
“If current trends continue, 
we will not. If religion does 
not speak to environmental 
decline, it is an obsolete dis-
traction.”
Gunn spoke of his groups 

many meetings with mem-
bers of parliament and 
senators in Ottawa and the 
all-party climate change 
caucus which “most people 
don‘t know exists,” he said. 
CPJ envisions “a world 

in which individuals, com-
munities, societal institu-
tions and governments all 
contribute to and benefit 
from the common good.” 
The mission of CPJ is to 
“promote public justice in 
Canada by shaping key pub-
lic policy debates through 
research and analysis, pub-
lishing and public dialogue. 
CPJ encourages citizens, 
leaders in society and gov-
ernments to support policies 
and practices which reflect 
God’s call for love, justice 
and stewardship.” It’s main 
areas of work are poverty, 
ecological justice,  fair taxa-
tion, fair federal budgets, 
election resources to inform 
the public,  and electoral re-
form. 
Winnipeg-based contribu-

tors to the work provided 

readings and comments on 
their contributions and the 
work they do.
Cheryl Thiessen serves 

on the CPJ board and is a 
senior policy advisor for 
the Canadian Foodgrains 
Bank, a partnership of 15 
churches and church-based 
agencies working togeth-
er to end global hunger. 
She spoke of how climate 
change is threatening the 
people of southern Bangla-
desh, “people who already 
live in poverty,” she said. 

Four years ago a massive 
cyclone swept the area leav-
ing hundreds of thousands 
homeless. Adults describe 
the climate as a total change 
from their youths. “There 
were storms,” one man told 
her, “but they were not so 
strong.” 
Thiessen said those who 

have done the least to 
cause climate change suf-
fer the most from it. She 
said Bangladesh has made 
“huge strides” in fighting 
poverty in recent decades 

“but this is threatened by 
climate change.” She said 
the United Nations places 
Bangladesh’s greenhouse 
gas emissions at .3 metric 
tones per capita compared 
to 18 for Canada.
She urged her listeners 

to examine their lifestyles. 
“Choices we make can im-
pact those living thousands 
of miles away from us,” she 
said.
Contributor Shaun Loney 

works for Building Urban 
Industries for Local Devel-
opment (BUILD) and Aki 
Energy, an Aboriginal so-
cial enterprise. Aki is hiring 
First Nations young adults 
to install energy-efficient 
geothermal heat pumps on 
the Peguis First nation in 
Manitoba’s Interlake. 
“The best way to raise a 

family out of poverty is 
through employment and 
some of the best employ-
ment opportunities are in 
the green economy,” Loney 
said. “Geothermal energy 
takes heat out of the ground 
right in our backyards, rath-
er than importing fossil fu-
els to do the same job.” He 
said the initiative will retro-
fit 500 homes over the next 
decade resulting in an an-
nual reduction of $1,000 in 
electricity costs per home.
“I call this justice,” he said. 

“Economic and ecological 
justice. We should settle for 
no less.” The section con-
cludes by suggesting simple 
initiatives for individuals 
and churches “that will ulti-
mately change the course of 
the Earth’s environment.”
The collection can be or-

dered online at www.cpj.ca.

Contributed by
James Buchok

CPJ uges a faithful response to the stewardship of the earth

Citizens for Public Justice Executive Director Joe 
Gunn with Carol Thiessen, one of 13 contributors to 
Living Ecological Justice.

Bereavement 
Process 

at Living 
Waters 

Columbarium
From History 
to Mystery... 
Encounter 

Christ in your 
Grief

Rooted in the Cath-
olic tradition, the 

bereavement process 
invites participants to 
encounter Christ in 
their grieving through 
prayer, scripture, re-
flection and the shar-
ing of faith. In this 
caring and supportive 
environment, partici-
pants meet others who 
are journeying through 
loss, and together ex-
plore the various fac-
ets of grief and the 
challenges associated 
to engaging in a new 
reality following the 
death of a loved one. 
Many grievers attempt 
to grieve alone. How-
ever, grief needs to be 
shared, and those who 
grieve need to be reas-
sured that they are not 
alone in their thoughts, 
feelings and responses 
in day-to-day situa-
tions. The support and 
encouragement of the 
group enables partici-
pants to give voice to 
their unique journey 
and take a step toward 
healing and spiritual 
growth.
The group will meet 

for eight sessions on 
Wednesday evenings 
starting Oct. 16.
Space is limited to 

ten participants. Reg-
istration is free, with 
donations gratefully 
accepted at the con-
clusion of the process. 
Sessions take place 
at St. Gianna’s Parish 
Centre, 1353 Kenas-
ton Blvd.
Please visit our web-

site, www.livingwa-
terswpg.ca, for addi-
tional information and 
process outline. 
Complete the regis-

tration online or con-
tact Monique at (204) 
475-7577.

The holocaust suffered 
by the Jews of Europe 

during World War II should 
have finally ended anti-
Semitism, says political 
commentator Rex Murphy, 
yet decades later that is far 
from the truth.
“The ‘lifeboat people’ were 

almost eradicated, an entire 
people was put under the 
blade. How could you think 
a dishonourable thing about 
a Jewish person after that?” 
Murphy asked as he helped 
launch the Jewish Fed-
eration of Winnipeg’s 2013 
Combined Jewish Appeal, 
Sept. 10 at the Congregation 
Shaarey Zedek. 
The Jewish Federation of 

Winnipeg annually raises 
funds to subsidize the op-
eration of 11 local Jewish 
agencies, six national orga-
nizations and programs that 
help distressed communities 
abroad. Supported programs 
include child and family 
services, aid to adults with 
intellectual disabilities and 
support for newcomers to 
Winnipeg’s Jewish commu-
nity. This year, the Federa-
tion is celebrating its 75th 
year of service.
Campaign chair Gail Asper 

said Winnipeg’s Jewish 

population is on the small 
side compared to other 
North American centres, 
but, she added “we punch 
far above our weight” when 
it comes to generosity to 
good causes. Numbering 
17,000, Winnipeg’s Jewish 
population is the third larg-
est in Canada behind Mon-
treal and Toronto.
Last year’s appeal raised 

a record-breaking $5.6 mil-
lion from 3,500 donors, but 
still left “unmet needs” at 
many of the supported agen-
cies, Asper said. This year’s 
goal is $5.8 million.
Asper asked the audience 

if they heard the shofar, 
the ancient horn, sound-
ing at the previous week’s 
observances of Rosh Ha-
shana, the Jewish New Year. 
“That’s an alarm bell that 
asks us ‘how can I make this 
world a better place? Am I 
doing the best I can or can I 
do better?’ ”
Murphy, who provides 

regular commentaries on 
CBC’s The National televi-
sion news and hosts CBC 
Radio’s long-running Cross 
Country Checkup, told the 
crowd of about 600 there are 
no others who faced what 
the Jewish people faced. 

“The holocaust cast such 
a monstrous shadow on all 
of the world and when the 
world recognized that they 
allowed this suffering, ‘nev-
er again’ became a pledge.” 
But, Murphy said, by 1980 
the Khmer Rouge rule over 
Cambodia had taken more 
than two million lives, 
“where was the world then 
and after that?” he asked. 
Murphy, whose greatest 
passions are language and 
English literature, quoted 
Samuel Johnson saying 
“men and women need less 
to be informed than to be re-
minded.  We already know 
all of these things but they 
need to be recalled.”
Murphy said if Jersualem 

or Israel makes the slight-
est move, the world calls 

for punishment, yet the Syr-
ian government has killed 
100,000 of its own people 
“and I haven’t seen anyone 
marching in the streets over 
it. If the Israeli government 
killed 100 people the UN 
would be teleporting troops 
in there.”
Murphy said if America 

“does its small attack on 
Syria, announced in ad-
vance, the retaliation will be 
against Israel.”
Murphy calls the anti-Se-

mitic concept that Israel 
behaves against Palestinians 
as Nazis did to the Jews in 
World War II “the most de-
testable insult while there 
are still survivors and chil-
dren of survivors.”
Murphy referred to Psalm 

137, and the yearnings of 

the Jewish people, exiled 
by the Babylonian conquest 
of Jerusalem in 586 BC. 
“By the rivers of Babylon, 
there we sat down, yea, we 
wept, when we remembered 
Zion.” He described the 
psalm as “the love a com-
munity expressed in such 
aching language.”
“I can’t think of any other 

people who have kept such 
continuity despite the hor-
rible interruptions you have 
faced,” Murphy said. “You 
have carried your existence 
safely through the raw and 
angry centuries, from a time 
when Winnipeg was a ghost 
of a ghost, and you’re here 
now. You have been the 
stewards.”

Contributed by
James Buchok

Horror of the 
holocaust ‘should 
have put an end 
to anti-semitism’

Rex Murphy with the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg’s Combined Jewish Ap-
peal Chair Gail Asper.
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Friday     October 11          7:30 pm  Confirmation,  Sacred Heart Parish, Roblin
Tuesday October 15          4:00 pm  Archdiocesan Finance Council, Winnipeg
Wednesday October 16          6:00 pm Serra Club Dinner, Brandon
Tuesday  October 22 10:00 am Clergy Study Day on Catholic Health Care Guide 
Wednesday  October 23          4:30 pm Catholic Health Association of  Manitoba 
       Annual Meeting, Winnipeg
Thursday October 24          1:30 pm National Week for Life and the Family
       Committee Meeting, Winnipeg
Saturday October 26          4:30 pm  Confirmation, St. Gianna’s Parish,  Winnipeg
Saturday November 2       11:00 am  Archdiocesan Pastoral Council Meeting 
       Winnipeg
Tuesday November 5       6:00 pm  St Paul’s High School Ignatian Challenge 
       Award Dinner, Winnipeg
Saturday November 16    6:00 pm Holy Rosary Parish 90th Anniversary Dinner            
       Winnipeg
Sunday November 17    10:30 am  Mass Holy Rosary Parish 90th Anniversary              
       Winnipeg
Monday  November 18    10:00 am  Manitoba Bishops’ Meeting, Winnipeg
Thursday November 21    6:00 pm Serra Club Dinner, Winnipeg
Thursday November 28    6:00 pm Misericordia Health Centre 
       Long Service and Retirement Dinner, Winnipeg
Tuesday December 10 2:00 pm Council of  Priests Meeting, Winnipeg
Friday  December 13 7:00 pm Manitoba State Knights of  Columbus 
       Christmas Celebration, Winnipeg
Sunday December 22     5:30 am Mass at Dawn, St. Edward’s Parish , Winnipeg 

Archbishop Weisgerber’s Schedule

Pope Francis captures 
the attention of the world

My brothers and sisters,

Pope Francis has captured the attention not 
only of the Church but of the entire world. 

Many people are surprised and delighted by his 
pronouncements. Pope Francis’ actions and words 
seem so appealing to so many people’s thirst for 
goodness and sensibleness. We are often being 
told that the Pope is not saying anything new and 
I believe this to be true, but the way he speaks 
and the things he does give a stunning “newness” 
to what we are all about!
The Pope’s first audience is the Church, the flock 

he shepherds and his message to us is both urgent 
and radical. He is clear in his teaching that as the 
Body of Christ we are chosen by the Lord and 
sent to bring peace, comfort, healing and hope to 
the many around us who are wounded, lost, and 
suffering. Jesus died to destroy the power that de-
humanizes and he rose to empower us with his 
Spirit so that we would bring his peace and heal-
ing love to the lost and lonely. What a challenge 
to each of us who are baptized, to every priest 
and to the bishop. Pope Francis does more than 
speak. We have watched him wash the feet of a 
young muslim girl in a detention centre, warmly 
embrace marginalized and disabled people, while 
ignoring his own safety in order to be present to 
the crowds. His message: every person is impor-
tant to God particularly those who are struggling 
for acceptance, dignity and life.
In his teaching the Holy Father is very clear that 

we are not called to be an organization of social 
service, a pious non-governmental organization. 
We are called and empowered by Jesus Christ to 
be the Church, a family of believers. Within the 
community of the Church, Jesus invites each one 
of us into a relationship. Jesus wants us to experi-
ence his love for us, his acceptance and forgive-
ness and his delight in each one of us. The more 
we grow in our relationship, the more clearly we 
see his call to be his love for others, his hands, 
his voice, his heart. Experience of Jesus’ love for 
us inspires and empowers us to be his love in the 
world around us.
It has been quite wonderful to see Pope Fran-

cis assume the mantle of St. Peter and immedi-
ately begin to breathe new life into the Church. 
Let us pray for one another that we can listen to 
this fresh proclamation of  Gospel of Jesus Christ 
proposed anew each day. It is our hope our peace 
and our joy!

The 
Archbishop’s 

Message

+V. James Weisgerber 
Archbishop of Winnipeg

A note on the Archbishop’s retirement

Church law requires the bishop, once he has finished his 75th year to submit his 
resignation to the Holy Father. Once the Holy Father accepts the resignation, and 
there is no designated time-table for this, a search for a successor to the bishop 
begins. Until a successor is named the bishop remains in his role.

Confirmation was celebrated on Sept. 8 at St. Mary’s Church in Souris. Back row, from left, 
Catechist Donni Zuk, Aiden Murphy, Camille Punay, Archbishop Weisgerber, Reiden Tichet and  
Fr. Jorge Mante. Front row, from left, Carley Bisson, King Zapanta, Christine Punay, Rosebelle 
Perez, Prince Zapanta and Corina Punay.

Confirmation at St. Mary’s, Souris

Archbishop Weisgerber took part 
in the ribbon cutting for the Paul 
Albrechtsen Multiplex at St. Paul’s 
High School June 21, with, from left, 
Very Reverend J. Peter Bisson, SJ 
Provincial Superior of  the Jesuits 
in English Canada, Rev. Alan Fog-
arty SJ, and Paul Abrechtsen. The 
facility houses the school’s second 
gym convertible to a concert facil-
ity  seating up to 900, four multi-use 
classrooms, fitness centre, athletic 
therapy centre and the alumni hall. 

St. Paul’s Multiplex


