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50 Years after Vatican II
ecumenism still a work in progress
B

efore the Second Vatican Council, catholics were prohibited from
participating in any way
in non-catholic religious
functions. Protestants were
viewed as fallen away
catholics whose only hope
was to rejoin the fold.
Vatican II, says theologian and professor Catherine E. Clifford, “produced
a shift from an ecumenism
of return, to an ecumenism of recognition” which
embraces all Christians.
“But change comes slowly,” Clifford said. “How
do you move 2.2 billion
people? How do you bring
about changes in an organization this size? It takes
generations.”
Clifford presented the
Hanley Memorial Lecture
Series at St. Paul’s College
March 23-24, speaking on
Pope Francis and Deepening Catholic Ecumenical
Commitment:
Learning
from Recognizing Other
Christian Churches.
She is a professor of
systematic and historical
theology in the Faculty
of Theology, Saint Paul
University in Ottawa. She
holds a PhD from the Uni-

G

Catherine E. Clifford
versity of St. Michael’s
College, Toronto, and a
Licentiate in theology from
the University of Fribourg,
Switzerland.
She has published several
books, including Keys to
the Council: Unlocking the
Teaching of Vatican II, and
was co-editor of Vatican II:
The Canadian Experience.
She also edited a 2009 collection of essays entitled
A Century of Prayer for
Christian Unity.
“The catholic Church entered fully into this multidimensional ecumenical,
movement when Pope John
XXIII called the bishops of
the church together for the
Second Vatican Council,
which had as its purpose
the restoration of Christian unity and the related

goal of aggiornamento, the
updating and renewal of
the Catholic Church,” she
said.
“John XXIII understood
ecclesial renewal and reform, undertaken in ﬁdelity
of the gospel, as the essential path toward the restoration of unity. In the past
40 years extensive progress
has been achieved through
formal bilateral and multilateral theological dialogues to overcome many
of the churches’ dividing
issues. Many Christians
now recognize one another’s baptism and can now
easily marry members of
other Christian churches.
These are things that many
take for granted today but
which were not a given just
a few short decades ago.”
In her second of three
lectures, Clifford spoke of
French Catholic priest and
theologian Yves Congar,
who as early as 1937 was
an advocate of the ecumenical movement, encouraging openness to ideas
stemming from the Eastern
Orthodox Church and Protestant Christianity. Congar
promoted the concept of
a ‘collegial’ papacy and

criticized the Roman Curia, and what he described
as the clerical pomp of
the Vatican. From 1947 to
1956 Congar’s controversial writing was restricted
by the Vatican, but he was
eventually made a cardinal
in 1994, a year before his
death at age 91.
Clifford quoted Congar
saying, “Ecumenism begins
when one acknowledges
that others are also correct
even if they say things that
are different from us. He
saw the heart of ecumenism as we are still trying to
live it today.”
“We have far more in
common than what divides
us,” Clifford said.
To honour the memory
of Fr. John C. Hanley, SJ,
friends and colleagues
from St. Paul’s College
and the Department of Religion at the University of
Manitoba established the
Hanley Memorial Lecture
Series. Each year, this series brings to Winnipeg
a prominent theologian,
scripture scholar or speaker on current religious issues.

The Archbishop’s Travel Blog
His Grace Archbishop Richard Gagnon has
started a Travel Blog (the word comes from
web log) in which he describes his activities
and visits to cities, towns and churches across
the Archdiocese of Winnipeg for events such
as The Rite of Election, above, and meeting
with clergy of the Parkland Deanery, below.
The Archbishop’s Travel Blog can be found
on the homepage of the archdiocesan website at www.archwinnipeg.ca as well as on
Facebook and Twitter.

Contributed by
James Buchok

Theologian asks educators: ‘Why be Catholic’

rowing up in Providence, Rhode Island,
where it seemed everyone
was Catholic, an Irish-Italian boy was told by his
father that as long as you
make it to church before the
reading of the Gospel, “it
still counted.”
And despite the family arriving late, “we would never
think of not going to Mass
on Sunday,” said Dr. Marcellino D’Ambrosio, guest
speaker at Winnipeg’s tridioscean Catholic Schools,
Day Feb 14 at St. Paul’s
High School. But, he added,
he skipped Mass more than
one Sunday while chasing
his teenage dream of rock
and roll stardom. Both his
parents were musicians,
his mother a singer at New
York’s Copacabana in the
Desi Arnaz band.
D’Ambrosio, a married
father of ﬁve, is now a theologian, former professor at

the University of Dallas and
co-founder of Dallas-based
Crossroads
Productions,
which he describes as “an
apostolate of Catholic renewal and evangelization.”
He also oversees Wellness
Opportunities Group a company dedicated to helping
people improve the quality
of their lives.
D’Ambrosio asked his audience of 450 teachers and
administrators from Catholic
schools in the Archdioceses
of Winnipeg and St. Boniface
and Ukrainian Archeparchy,
“why be Catholic?” In his
youth, what motivated him
to go to church was “I didn’t
want to go to hell. We went
so that something bad didn’t
happen later and that’s how
we thought about it. We’d
sin and we’d confess. We’d
get the slate wiped clean and
hoped if you did die it would
be close to your last confession.”

“God has
always been
a part of your
life but that’s
the problem.
God has to be
the centre of
your life.
Dr. Marcellino
D’Ambrosio
He said his thinking
changed when some young
adult friends were ﬁnding
Jesus, so he went back to
reading the bible. His friends
said, “great, you‘re reading
the bible. So when are you
leaving the Catholic church?”
D’Ambrosio said his “hippie” buddies were practicing
“lone ranger Christian stuff.

They read and prayed and
baptized each other in rivers
with no need for organized
religion.”
D’Ambrosio said for so
many Catholics, “God has always been a part of your life
but that’s the problem. God
has to be the centre of your
life. You have been riding in
the car with Jesus in the glove
box. You have to make him
the driver.” He said when he

decided to put Jesus in control, “life changed drastically
for me.”
He said there are Christian,
evangelical“mega-churches”
in his neighbourhood that act
more like a family than a lot
of Catholic churches, “but
they are lacking a mother.
They have a father and brothers and sisters but they have
no mother. A house is not a
home without a mother.”
“I can’t live with only part
of a family,” D’Ambrosio
said. “We go to God with
Mary through Jesus Christ. I
need God but I am going to
take her with me.”
D’Ambrosio explained the
word Catholic means “according to the whole, the
church for the whole world,
the whole truth, the whole
inheritance of God, we get
the whole family. I can’t give
that up. I have to be Catholic.
I want the whole truth. I want
all of God’s grace in my life.

Grace is the love of God that
comes to us to transform our
lives but we have to be connected to it.”
He described prayer as an
important verbal commitment, but asked, “is that the
only way we communicate
with God? When we love
someone we want to touch
them, we need touch and
that is why God gave us
body language. The sacraments are God’s body language.”
“I have to be Catholic because I’m greedy,”
D’Ambrosio said. “I want
all the grace, but what good
is it if we don’t open the
gift? I am still unwrapping
gifts and the good thing is
that God is always giving
us more gifts.”
Contributed by
James Buchok
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Actionmarguerite, St. Joseph’s Residence and Holy Family Home
will be honoured at the 36th Annual Caritas Award Dinner,
Wednesday, April 30, 2014 at the RBC Convention Centre.
Tickets are $95 available by contacting the Foundation at (204) 233-4268
or e-mail: cfmb@mts.net or visit our website at www.catholicfoundation.mb.ca
for more information.

Celebrations for the Canonizations of
John XXIII and John Paul II

Captain Miles MacDonell
Assembly #0370 Knights of Columbus
38th Annual Dinner & Draw
in support of
Catholic Parochial School Education
St. Charles Catholic School will be the 2014
Recipient of the funds

From: Archbishop Gagnon
March 25, 2014

A

s you are aware, on April 27, 2014, Pope Francis
will canonize Blessed John XXIII and Blessed
John Paul II. The canonization of these two beloved
Popes is being received with joy by the Church and
even the wider community.
To mark the canonizations in our Archdiocese a
number of celebrations are being planned:
1. On Sunday, April 27, 2014 I will preside at the
11:30 am Mass in St. Mary’s Cathedral. This is the
actual day of the canonizations and we will highlight
the two new saints. A reception will follow in the Cathedral Parish Hall. All are welcome!
2. On Friday, May 9, 2014 at 7:30 pm there will be
a Eucharistic celebration to honour the canonization
of Pope John Paul II at Holy Ghost Parish in Winnipeg. A reception will follow in the Parish Hall. All
are welcome!
3. On Friday, May 30, 2014 at 7:30 pm there will be a
Eucharistic celebration to honour Pope John XXIII at
John XXIII Parish in Winnipeg. A reception will follow in the Parish Hall. All are welcome!
I would ask that all Parishes plan something to mark
the canonization at Sunday liturgies on April 27.
The Catholic Centre has ordered memento cards for
the canonization and these will be made available to
parishes before Easter.

Date: Wednesday, April 23rd, 2014
Cocktail Hour 6:00 p.m. Dinner: 7:00 PM
Blessed John XXIII Parish Hall, 3390 Portage Ave., Winnipeg
Dinner & Draw ticket $60 Draw only ticket $30
($25 tax receipt provided)Limited ticket printing of 350
Over the past 10 years in excess of $100,000 has been
raised for Catholic Education
For tickets: Call the St. Charles Catholic School Ofﬁce at
204-837-1617 or S.K. Stan Blady at 204-837-6465
or S.K. Larry Zarychanski at 204-895-0649
MGCC 2014 RAFFLE LICENCE # 5127-RF
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Meeting the Good Shepherd with Children

L

ent is a time to focus
on deepening our relationship with Jesus. In the
Montessori-based Catechesis of the Good Shepherd at
Our Lady of Perpetual Help
several parishes in St. Boniface), adults and children
together spend focused time
with the Good Shepherd.
Why is it called the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd? Because the children who have lived this
catechesis in Italy, in the
United States, in Africa, in
Latin America, in Australia,
over the last 60 years, all
have responded to the image of the Good Shepherd
with joy and found in him
a centre-point for the whole
Christian experience.
We begin with the youngest children enjoying the
parable of the Good Shepherd, who calls each sheep
by name, whose voice the
sheep recognize and follow.
How much He cares for
them! Even children who
have never known this kind
of loving care from a parent
respond to the Good Shepherd parable, recognize in it
someone they know.
And embedded in even
this ﬁrst encounter with
the Good Shepherd is the
essence of covenant: the
Shepherd calls, and the
sheep hear His voice and
follow Him. Love is poured
out … and the recipient responds with joy and peace.

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish.
After some time, the child
is ready for the second parable, that of the Found Sheep.
What happens when one of
the sheep is lost? What does
the Shepherd do? And when
He ﬁnds the sheep, does He
scold, question, punish? No,
He picks up the sheep and
carries Him on His shoulders, bringing him back
to the fold, where there is
rejoicing for all. I wonder
how the sheep felt when it
heard the Shepherd’s voice
again… I wonder who was
more full of joy, the sheep
or the Shepherd?
The children will also hear
the narrative of the Last
Supper, watching it enacted
with ﬁgures. This is when
the Good Shepherd lays
down His life for His sheep
– ﬁrst in the bread and wine,
before realizing it fully

in His death on the cross:
“This is my body …This is
my blood.” He holds nothing back, giving Himself
completely, and remaining
with us forever in the bread
and the wine.
Finally, when they have had
time with the Good Shepherd, to ponder His love, to
think about who the sheep
are, the children discover
that the Good Shepherd
calls them to a special place
to feed them with the very
best food. Beside the green
circle of the sheepfold,
there is placed an identical
circle with a small altar in
the centre. This time the
Shepherd stands directly on
the altar, calling His sheep.
The words He says over the
bread and wine tell us that
the statue is not necessary;
it can be taken away, and He

is still there on the altar, in
the bread and in the wine,
His body and blood.
“Lord Jesus, come. Good
Shepherd, come. The bread
is on the table. Lead us to
You. Lord Jesus, come.
Good Shepherd, come. The
wine is on the table. Lead
us to You.”
For more information
about the Catechesis of the
Good Shepherd, contact
catechesis.canada@gmail.
com or go to www.cgsac.
ca.
Contributed by
Heather Skublics
Lampman

National Week for Life
and the Family
The second National Week for Life and the
Family will be celebrated across Canada
May 11-18, 2014, in accordance with the
plans, priorities and resources of each diocese. As agreed by the Permanent Council
and the Executive Committee of the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops
(CCCB), the Conference is again offering
dioceses, parishes and other non-proﬁt
groups possible resources and options for
planning and organizing local activities.
The Archdioceses of Winnipeg and St. Boniface and the Ukrainian Archeparchy will
also be providing suggested resources and
options to parishes for the National Week
for Life and the Family. Further resources
and information are available on the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops website, www.cccb.ca
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St. Paul’s High School hosts Vocations Fair

here’s more to vocations than becoming
a priest or a nun, according to the former director
of vocations for the Jesuits in English Canada,
Fr. Len Altilia, “it’s about
how God is at work in my
life,” he said.
Having been involved
in vocations for 16
years, the topic is dear
to Altilia’s heart which
led him to spearhead the
organization of a Vocations Fair held March 1
at Winnipeg’s St. Paul’s
High School. Altilia was
appointed president of
the school last summer
backed by 23 years working in Jesuit high schools
as a teacher, chaplain and
principal of Loyola High
School in Montreal and
Gonzaga High School in
St. John’s, Newf. During
his years as director of
vocations he was based
in his hometown of Toronto.
This year Altilia is celebrating his 50th anniversary of entering the
Jesuit novitiate. He was
ordained in 1974.
Although attracting men

and women to religious
life is of great importance, Altilia believes the
Catholic world has been
“done a disservice by focusing too narrowly on
priesthood or religious
life. Let’s talk about the
vocation of our baptism,
to live the Gospel. A vocation is our response to
Christ, it’s how we choose
to follow him,” he said.
The fair was held to provide Catholic youth with
an idea of the range of options open to them to live
At left, Fr. David Purcell, Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer, and
their faith whether it be from right Sr. Virginia Evard and Sr. Mary Coswin, Sisters of St. Benedict,
in marriage, volunteering with special guest Pope Francis in the form of a cardboard cutout.
one’s time and talent, or
in the priesthood or some people’s radar. There are Most Holy Redeemer. Archdiocese of Calgary
other religious life.
those who say the call is They serve the Ukrainian called Signposts of our
Representatives of re- generic and the response Catholic Church in North Faith, Canadian Witnessligious
communities, is particular. But you America and are based in es to Vocation and Misdioceses, volunteer orga- can’t pick what you don’t Saskatchewan and Mani- sion. The book tells the
nizations, marriage en- know.” Altilia said his toba.
stories of 10 Canadians
counter, and others were plan is to hold the event Purcell was providing and their vocations inin attendance to answer every two years.
a book published by the cluding St. Kateri Tekakquestions and provide inFr. David Purcell was at
formation.
the fair for The CongreThe steady stream of at- gation of the Most Holy
tendees didn’t quite con- Redeemer, The Yorkton
stitute a crowd but, Al- (Saskatchewan) Redemptilia said, “the ones that torists, an Eastern Church
are here are the ones that branch of the world wide
are supposed to be here. Congregation of the
We just want to get it on

witha and the Vocation
to Love, Georges and
Pauline Vanier: The Sacrament of Marriage and
Katherine Hughes, The
Dedicated Single Life.
Of the 23 organizations
with exhibits at the fair,
15 were religious orders
for men and women while
the others represented opportunities to volunteer
and minister to the community. These included
Winnipeg’s
Chemin
Neuf, Catholic School
of Evangelization in St.
Malo, Man., the Catholic Health Association of
Manitoba, CFC Youth
for Christ, Serra Club,
Knights of Columbus and
Immaculate Conception
Church Drop-In.
Contributed by
James Buchok

Immaculate Conception Parish
Banquet Halls 181 Austin Street North
Banquet Facilities Available For
Baptisms ● Anniversaries ● Showers ● Concerts
Catered Weddings ● Family Private Events
Capacity: 550 for Hall Flahiff (Downstairs)
350 For Hall Fitzgerald (Upstairs)
For information or to book the halls
Contact the Parish Ofﬁce at 942-3778
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Archdiocese of Winnipeg Youth And Young Adult Ministry
It’s All About Relationships
By Christian Martinez
Director of Youth Ministry
Archdiocese of Winnipeg

Y

outh ministry is for
everyone! Gone are
the days when youth ministry was relegated to a select group of people, that
strange population we call
‘youth ministers’ whose
primary job, it seems, is to
ignore the rules and shake
things up in the parish.
Today, in deepening our
understanding of Church,
her mission and our part in
it, we come to the sure realization that we all have a
responsibility to take care
of our young people.
As youth ministers, we
often ﬁnd ourselves in difﬁcult situations because of
the uniqueness of our ministry. There are special gifts
and charisms that are made
evident through youth ministry, and yet the broadness
of our mandate makes it
challenging for us to remain clear about our mission. Our sweeping task is
to walk with the youth in
their journey of faith and to
take care of them, whatever
this might mean. We often
ﬁnd ourselves frustrated,
directionless and confused.
During these times, we are
reminded of the example
of Mary, sister of Martha,
in the Gospel according to
Luke. Martha goes about
“distracted” by her many
tasks while Mary does what
is most essential: she seeks
a relationship with Jesus.
While her sister busied

Our sweeping
task is to walk
with the youth
in their
journey of
faith and take
care of them,
whatever this
might mean.
herself with this and that,
Mary did something simple
and yet so profound: she
just sat at the feet of Jesus.
Mary attentively listened
and gave the fullness of her
presence to the Lord. Jesus’
prescription is clear: ‘Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by many
things, there is need of only
one thing. Mary has chosen
the better part, which will
not be taken away from
her.’
Dearest youth ministers,
friends, when times are
especially difﬁcult for us,
let us go back to the basics
and do not forget that our
young people simply seek

authentic
relationships.
Sometimes, all we are
called to do is to sit at the
feet of a young one, to listen and be fully present. We
are also called to do things
and to honour those tasks
that have been assigned to
us. All of the programs and
activities, when done intentionally, are also needed,
but never at the expense of
the genuine love and care
that we have the duty to
impart to each young person. If we constantly purify
our motivations and intentions, we could rest assured
that our young people will
come home and our work
will bear much fruit. Jesus
promises this. The curveball is this: if we are to
embrace this understanding
of youth ministry, then we
could already see that the
participation of all is required, without exception.
The call to love is not
unique to any one person, but each person has a
unique giftedness that they
could share with the whole
Body. Youth ministry is not
exempt from this principle.
In a family, everyone is included, everyone is appreciated, everyone is needed
and everyone has a responsibility. The trajectory of
youth ministry is toward
family – all young persons
in our Christian communities are accompanied by all
its members, and in their
relationships the young
people are drawn everdeeper into the life of the
Trinity.

How I Became a Missionary
A Testimony
by Kyle Beley
Pastoral Worker
and Missionary for
Couples For Christ
(CFC) Youth

W

hen I was growing
up as a young boy
in Hamilton, Ontario, I always wanted to be known,
be popular, be cool, and
well-liked. Moving to
Canada was a huge culture change and it seemed
like the only way to adapt
was with the help of my
schoolmates. With the
goal of joining the popular
group in grade seven and
eight, I was in. We started
hanging out often, more
and more, until I started
doing whatever they did. I
remember one night when
I went to a house party at
the age of 12 (since my
friends’ parents were on
vacation) and opening the
liquor cabinet to have one
or two shots. The night
progressed and I ended up
taking ten shots of whoknows-what and passing
out on the couch. By the
end of the night, I woke
up and had to walk home,
drunk, 12 years of age and
walking like there was
an obstacle course on the
sidewalk.
As months and years
went on, I went to high
school with the same
mentality: to get popular. Although my parents
were very supportive with
my studies and were de-

I did not
know why the
Lord was
offering this
to me since
I felt so
unworthy, but
still, I opened
my heart
and gave it a
chance.
vout Catholics, I became
very selﬁsh and chose the
wrong path in life. I started
getting into drugs, alcohol
and bad relationships. I
was in deep darkness and
trapped in sin and did not
know how to break free. I
was so blinded by sin that
I could not see that Jesus
Christ was the answer.
Through all this sin, I am
so thankful because my
parents highly encouraged
me to join a Youth Group
called CFC-Youth. Even

though I was so trapped in
sin, hypocritical and fake
in my love for God, the
Lord did not give up on
me. He gave me a chance.
There was a Missionary
Discernment
program,
which was offered to
me by the Couples For
Christ organization to see
whether or not I wanted to
become a Canadian Missionary. I did not know
why the Lord was offering this to me since I felt
so unworthy, but still, I
opened my heart and gave
it a chance. This decision
changed my life. This decision opened my heart to
the love of Christ through
the sacraments, through
selﬂess service and most
of all, the transformation
offered through the love
of Christ. Now I am free
from all the dark sins from
the past and a Full-Time
Missionary from Ontario
now based in Winnipeg to
serve the youth in the community and in parishes.
Looking back, He was
always knocking on my
door and always stayed
faithful. He always will
be. I am not perfect and
still have a lot to work on,
but now, through Jesus
Christ, I know I am loved
perfectly through my imperfections.
Deo Gloria.

Take Me Home – Where I Belong
by Linger Ann Aragon

I did not know what to expect from
the youth ministry conference, I
just knew I had to go – as if something there was waiting for me.

I

t has been said that
“many are called, but
few are chosen.” The
Lord truly has a way of
bringing us where we are
meant to be. Although I
did not know what to expect from the Canadian
Catholic Youth Ministry Network (CCYMN)
Conference, I just knew
I had to go – as if something there was waiting for
me and I had to go and ﬁnd
it.
The theme of the conference was ‘Home.’ There
we were in Saskatoon on
the weekend of January 17
to 19, 2014, gathered as one
family – youth ministers of
all ages, from parishes and
communities across the
country. I learned many
things from this conference, and it is my hope to
share as much as I can with
you in this article.

The keynote speaker,
Frank Mercadante (author of Engaging a New
Generation: A Vision for
Reaching Catholic Teens)
addressed the challenge
that many youth ministers
face today. Evangelizing
the youth of this generation is not an easy thing to
do. Frank gave us a language to better understand
our struggles, and ways to
overcome them. He said
that we are living in a world
with three predominant

and different generations:
The Baby Boomers, The
Gen Xers, and the Millenials. Here is an example
to differentiate their way
of thinking: Baby Boomers and Gen X might say
“Accept me for who I am”
while Millenials say “Accept me for who I am not”.
He explained that there are
three features we need to
understand about our youth
today: they need authentic relationships with the
adults in their community,
they want a deeply-personal subjective experience
with God, and they need
to be rooted in the spiritual
practices of the Catholic
Faith. Furthermore, Frank

challenged us to come up
with three “100% guarantees” that we can give to
anyone taking part in our
ministries. For instance,
“all the young people in
our ministry will be prayed
for by name.” After a long
day of workshops, talks,
and group activities, I reﬂected on the thoughts
that lingered in my mind
and listened to the voice
that whispered in my ear
which said, “Go experience God.”
In the middle of a conversation with a friend, I excused myself and ran to the
worship area of the Holy
Family Cathedral where
the conference was being

held. Though it was dark
and silent I found comfort
and peace, and as I knelt
down on a pew I burst
into tears. I found myself
praying before God and
asking what it is He wants
for me — as I myself did
not know how I could be
of service to Him. I asked
to be given some tangible
reminder that I am not
alone in my journey. And
as soon as I looked up,
a stranger came to sit by
me and said “I don’t know
what you’re going through,
but I just want you to know
that you’re not alone and I
am here to listen.” I found
a friend and brother that
evening, and I am perpetually grateful for that experience. We are not alone
in our journeys, and God
truly does provide.
It was in that moment that
I realized I found what I
had come for. Through
this experience, I learned

that we are all called to
go home where we belong
– and our Home is with our
Father. I learned that before we can do anything in
our ministry, we must ﬁrst
understand who we are as
God’s children. I learned
that if you want to share
Christ with others, you
must ﬁrst experience Him.
It is in our willingness to
follow where Christ leads
us that we truly develop
a relationship with Him.
Lastly, I believe that the
youth of this generation
— the Millenials — have
many things to offer this
world. I believe that a ﬁre
within them longs to be
ignited, and all it takes is
one spark to light a ﬂame
— and this ﬂame is going
to burn so bright the world
cannot help but recognize
the face from which it
comes: our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

6 • The New Wine Press

April 2014

Bat Kol Presents Jewish Study of the Word
G

od is in all things, both
good and bad, dark and
light, says a Winnipeg rabbi,
after all, God created everything.
Rabbi Alan Green of congregation Shaarey Zedek
began a three-session program on Jewish Study of the
Word Feb. 27 at Winnipeg’s
St. Mary’s Academy. The ﬁnal sessions are March 6 and
March 13, both at 7 p.m.
“The deepest understanding
of Judaisim is not so different
from the deepest understanding of Christianity or any other religion,” Green said.
The series is presented by
Winnipeg’s Bat Kol committee made up of representatives from the Archdiocese of
Winnipeg, Archdiocese of St.
Boniface and the Ukrainian
Archeparchy of Winnipeg.
Bat Kol, Hebrew for Voice
of God, is a training program established by and for
Christians to study the Bible,
within its Jewish milieu, using Jewish sources. Bat Kol
works to foster an understanding and appreciation of
Jewish prayer and the Jewish

biblical cycle. There are Bat
Kol groups around the world
including in the Philippines,
South Africa, India, United
States, Australia, Ireland and
Brazil.
“God created everything,
not billions of years ago or
5,774 years ago,” said Green,
alluding to the Jewish calendar, “it is happening right
now. Creation is being created constantly which makes
life dynamic. So you don’t
have to be stuck in the same
rotten habits.”
“All is from God, every single darn thing, good and not
good comes from the same
place and that includes horrible things like losing a loved
one or a tragic illness. Who
knows why they happen but
the way to serenity is to accept even the unacceptable,”
Green said.
He said one of his congregants “went through hell”
battling cancer but eventually
gained peace of mind. “She
said ‘I am not in control here,
something else is in control
and I have no fear of death.’”
“God is not directing evil,

Levi Yitshak wrote that
Genesis 2:4 tells “these are
the generations of the heavens and the earth when they
were created,” but continues
in reverse order with “in the
day that the Lord God made
the earth and the heavens.”
“The order of creation will
be turned on its head when
the earth attains what it is
supposed to. We are all to
lift earth to a higher level
than heaven,” Green said.
“We have the freedom to
make choices between good
and evil and if we can freely
choose to be good and holy
we are much higher than the
Bat Kol Winnipeg orga- nizers, from left, Koreen Hrizai, Sr. Bernadette angels because angels don’t
have a choice. Angels are
O’Reilly NDS, and far right Vera Chaykovska, with Rabbi Alan Green.
holy and beautiful but the
but Satan is a faithful servant paradise, not knowing it’s (1740-1810) and his Hasidic servants of God.”
“Why did God give the
of God,” Green said. “Satan, a ﬁsh, “until it gets caught. commentary of the Torah,
animals
and the earth to huthe adversary, is there to give This is how we are, swim- the writings that are the cenmans?”
Green asked. “So
us freedom of choice oth- ming though divinity with tral concept in the Judaic trawe
could
make it something
erwise you have no choice no idea of it until we get into dition and also the ﬁrst ﬁve
heavenly.”
in the same way that God deep trouble. Then we say books of the Old Testament.
doesn’t direct us to do any- ‘where’s God, where’s divin- (Hasidic Jews are orthodox
thing, it’s your choice.”
ity, because I’m in trouble believers who, Green said, Contributed by
“God is ﬂowing within us now.’”
dedicate themselves to evan- James Buchok
and without,” said Green as
Green spoke of Judaic gelization of Jews of a lesser
he used an analogy of a ﬁsh scholars, one being Rabbi or ﬂagging faith.)
in the ocean, living in its own Levi Yitshak of Berdyczow

Actionmarguerite, St. Joseph’s Residence and
Holy Family Home to receive Caritas Award

T

he Catholic Foundation of Manitoba has
announced its 2014 Caritas
Award will be shared by
three organizations for their
long service and dedication
to the care of the elderly.
Actionmarguerite, St. Joseph’s Residence and Holy
Family Home will be honoured at the 36th Annual
Caritas Award Dinner, Wed.,
April 30, at Winnipeg’s RBC
Convention Centre. Since
1979 the Catholic Foundation has been bestowing the
Caritas Award on an individual or organizations for
“outstanding contributions in
the Province of Manitoba, to
the well-being of its citizens,
or to the Catholic community through their support
for Catholic education, the
church and social agencies or
other Catholic causes.” The
word Caritas means “charity
and compassion towards all
people.”
Actionmarguerite is a community-based, non-proﬁt corporation dedicated to serving
the elderly and persons with
complex care needs. Actionmarguerite – Valade is a 154
bed home for francophone
seniors requiring personal
and long-term care services,
established by the Grey Nuns
in 1988 as Foyer Valade.
Actionmarguerite – Taché
is a 309 bed bilingual longterm care facility providing
a range of services to the elderly. It offers services to seniors and adults with physical disabilities and loss of

autonomy. Actionmarguerite
– Chez-Nous and Actionmarguerite – Windsor Park Place
are both 24-suite supportive
housing facilities owned by
Manitoba Housing, providing affordable apartments
with rent geared to an individual tenant’s income.
St. Joseph’s Residence is a
100-bed long-term care facil-

ity which had its beginnings
in the 1920s as St. Joseph’s
Hospital. Founded by the Sisters of St. Joseph, the hospital
became a care home in 1953,
and in 1975 a new personal
care facility was opened. In
1987 the Sisters of St. Benedict became the operators of
St. Joseph’s Residence.
Holy Family Home is a 276bed personal care home originally founded in 1957 by the
Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate. Holy Family Home
provides health care services
specializing in meeting the
physical, social, cultural and
spiritual needs of the elderly.
The Catholic Foundation of
Manitoba was established in
1964 with the passage of a bill
of incorporation by the Province of Manitoba and with

the support of the ﬁve catholic bishops representing the
dioceses within the Province
of Manitoba. (Archdiocese of
St. Boniface, Archdiocese of
Winnipeg, Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Winnipeg, Archdiocese of Keewatin – Le Pas and Diocese of
Churchill – Hudson Bay.)
The Foundation was incorporated as a not-for-proﬁt,
registered charity whose purpose is to receive donations
and accumulate funds, the income of which is distributed
for religious, educational and
cultural purposes in keeping
with its charter.
The ﬁrst six Caritas dinners were held as a means
to build the Foundation’s
capital fund, however since
that time its proceeds have
been used to offset the very
modest operating costs of the
Foundation so that the grants
realized from all donations
are maximized.
The Foundation paid its ﬁrst
grants in 1968. By 2008, the
total grants paid since inception of the Foundation was
almost $1,000,000. In 2013,
awards totaling $44,691 were
distributed to 45 agencies.
Approximately half of those
funds were awarded to support social service initiatives
undertaken by religious communities, with the remainder
provided to religious communities and Catholic education.
Contributed by
James buchok
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ShareLent 2014

The View from
Micah House

One Human Family, Food for All

A

global campaign to end
world hunger by 2025
has started and Manitoba’s
Regional Animator for Development and Peace, Brenda Chaput-Saltel, asks “is
that such a lofty goal? If the
hungry were our own family, to what lengths would
we go to end hunger?”
Chaput-Saltel was speaking at the Development
and Peace Share Lent 2014
workshop for the Winnipeg and St. Boniface archdioceses, Jan. 25 at Micah
House, the Archdiocese of
Winnipeg’s Centre for Social Justice.
“One in eight persons is
going hungry right now,”
she said. “One person dies
every 12 seconds from hunger or malnutrition.”
By repeatedly throwing a
ball of wool across a crowded room so that eventually
everyone was holding on
to the strand, Chaput-Saltel
illustrated how we are all
connected in a human family.
The campaign, called One
Human Family, Food for All
was inaugurated by Caritas
Internationalis, a Vaticanbased federation of charities. Pope Francis has given
his blessing and full support
to the plan calling hunger
“a global scandal of around
one million people who suffer from hunger. We can not
look the other way and pretend this doesn’t exist.”

T

L

ent, a time of reﬂection and a time of renewal.
Forty days to look deeply into ourselves and
see if we are living the life Jesus calls us to live.
Are we living the Gospel?
Pope Francis has called us to shed our “lazy unChristian habits and snap out of one’s apathy toward people harmed by violence, poverty and not
having God in their lives.” In Evangelii Gaudium
he states:
From left, Development and Peace Winnipeg Diocesan Chair Barbara
Gajda, Manitoba Regional Animator-Animatrice Brenda Chaput-Saltel, St.
Boniface English Diocesan Chair Verden Jeancart and National Council
Representative for Manitoba Ray Temmerman.
Development and Peace,
the international development organization for the
Catholic Church in Canada,
is one of the 164 organizations in 200 countries that
are members of Caritas Internationalis, providing relief to those who suffer from
hunger and other injustices.
The Development and
Peace Share Lent fundraising campaign has been
undertaken annually since
D&P was founded in 1967
and focuses on Canada’s
6,000 Catholic parishes,
1,500 religious communities
and 3,000 Catholic schools.
The purpose of Share Lent
is to educate Canadians

about international development, to raise funds and to
renew the spirit of Lent.
The Share Lent campaign
starts on Ash Wednesday.
On the ﬁfth Sunday of Lent,
this year April 6, a collection takes place in all of the
parishes across Canada to
support the work of Development and Peace. Materials for organizations to use
to raise awareness of Share
Lent and the work of Development and Peace can be
found at www.devp.org
Ray Temmerman, National
D&P Council Representative for Manitoba, spoke of
the account of the creation
of the earth in Genesis,

calling it “a story of God’s
extravagance and generosity.” He then recalled the
Gospels and Jesus feeding
ﬁve thousand people with
ﬁve loaves and two ﬁshes.
“This is God giving because
the people are hungry. God
didn’t say ‘it’s up to those
people to do something to
help themselves.’ We all
have our lenses and we look
at issues of food security
through those lenses. Can
we put on another lense and
see something differently?”
Contributed by
James Buchok

WestEnd Commons set to welcome
ﬁrst tenants to new non-proﬁt apartments

he WestEnd Commons,
a non-proﬁt housing
complex for families in Winnipeg’s West End neighbourhood, is set to welcome its
ﬁrst tenants to the 26 new
apartments created for single
parent families, newcomers to Canada, First Nations
families, people with mental
health challenges and others.
“WestEnd Commons is a
boon to the West End community. I’m thrilled to work
with such a visionary social
enterprise,” said the recently-hired WestEnd Commons
manager Emma Bonnemaison.
WestEnd Commons is a
multi-generational, secular
project created by St. Matthews Non Proﬁt Housing
Inc., a partnership between
Grain of Wheat Church
Community and St. Matthew’s Anglican Church.
The upper ﬂoors of the
massive, 118-year-old St.
Matthew’s Anglican have
been transformed with a central 1,000 sq. foot atrium surrounded by three levels containing three one-bedroom,
17 two-bedroom, three threebedroom, and two four-bedroom apartments.

WestEnd Commons has transformed Winnipeg’s
St. Matthew’s Anglican Church into a 26-unit
non-profit apartment complex.
Although the living spaces
are new, the lower level of
the church has been a Neighbourhood Resource Center
for the past 40 years providing basic necessities such as
a supplementary food program, emergency food, baby
clothes, community building
with a daily drop-in and 12
step program, EAL classes,
employment training and after school and summer programming for three neighbourhood primary schools.
The resource centre is sup-

ported by six agencies and
community groups.
The WestEnd Commons
will continue to be home to
four distinct worshipping
congregations: St. Matthew’s
Anglican Church; Grain of
Wheat Church Community;
Emmanuel Mission and
Shiloh Apostolic.
The WestEnd Commons
was made possible by an
innovative partnership combining public funds and private philanthropic support
in a capital campaign that

raised $6.6 million. The campaign was a one-time appeal
with the WestEnd Commons
business plan built on selfsustainability which includes
the prerequisite that tenants
are able to pay some level of
rent be it from wages, social
assistance or other forms of
income.
However fundraising continues for improving the
exterior streetscape, furnishings and a community liaison staff position ($140,000
total).
The project is also supported by the rentals of ofﬁces
and meeting space for up to
120 people.
The campaign does not include construction of a new
worship space for St. Matthew’s Anglican Church as
funds have been put aside,
received through gifts, which
will assist with that building
project.
Interviews for the ﬁrst tenants of WestEnd Commons
are underway and a tentative
occupancy date has been set
for mid-April to early May.
Contriubted by
James Buchok

Pope Francis has called us to shed our
“lazy un-Christian habits and snap out
of one’s apathy toward people harmed by
violence, poverty and not having God in
their lives.”
“If the whole Church takes up this missionary
impulse she has to go forth to everyone without
exception. But to whom should she go ﬁrst? When
we read the Gospel we ﬁnd a clear indication: not
so much our friends and wealthy neighbours, but
above all the poor and the sick, those who are usually despised and overlooked, ‘those who cannot
repay you.’ ” (Lk 14:14)
But how we do this is a matter of discernment.
Often we answer the call to help the needy and
vulnerable with the giving of money. We send off
our cheques to organizations committed to feeding, clothing and sheltering those in need. This is
necessary and these organizations rely on our donations, but is it enough?
Recently I had the opportunity of speaking with
a man who had been homeless and suffers from
alcohol and drug addictions, which he is trying to
control. Because of his experiences in residential
schools he was given a settlement of money. But
the money was given to him at a time when he
was homeless and using alcohol and drugs. No
other supports were provided to him and he squandered the money. A faith-based organization on
Main Street provided him the supports he needed,
a home, food and the support of people who are
there for him to help him journey in his life. He
asked, where are all the Catholics who want to
help? He did not see them nor does he see them
on Main Street among those who need them. Yes,
we have Our Place/Chez Nous, which is amazing,
but where is everyone else?
Pope Francis, prior to becoming Pope, lived a
life that embraced the poor. He lived simply and
he walked everywhere especially in the poorest
districts of his city. The people who lived in these
districts came to know him, he built relationships
with them and he was a person they knew that they
could turn to, to ask for help.
Is it not time we do the same? Is it not time that
we begin to move among those who are most vulnerable and build relationships? We must still give
money, food and clothing but instead of helping
faceless people, would we not fulﬁl our mission
more completely by building relationships? Do we
have the courage to leave our comfortable homes
and churches and meet the poor and the vulnerable
where they live, meet them face to face and come
to really know them as our brothers and sisters?
Patti Fitzmaurice is coordinator at
Micah House, the Archdiocese of Winnipeg’s
Catholic Centre for Social Justice
1039 Main St., Winnipeg, R2W 3R2 (204) 589-5393
sjustice@mymts.net Join us on Facebook
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The Archbishop’s Message
Curbs and Flowers

A

s a newcomer to
Manitoba, I have
as yet, no idea (as of
this writing) when and
in what manner spring
will come. I did notice,
however, for a couple of
weeks, concrete curbs
slowly separating themselves from the snow,
giving the city a deﬁnite
shape and form. When
I mentioned this little marvel of hope to a west
coast friend, she said: “Well for you it’s curbs,
for us it’s ﬂowers!” Undaunted, I responded that
perhaps curbs are preferable since when ﬂowers
ﬁnally do appear in Winnipeg, one can really and
truly appreciate them after struggling through the
bitter winter.
There is no doubt that the reason I’m mentioning such total opposites as curbs and flowers, is
simply to emphasize the fact that what is true in
nature also holds true in the spiritual life. How
can we move out of our complacency and really
appreciate Easter joy, without Lenten penance?
So the next time we get into our cars or take a
walk and we see a most common sight, a cement curb, we might ask ourselves: “In what
manner am I working on my spiritual life this
Lent?” And if the answer is that I have totally
made a flop of it, don’t worry, you have a patron saint, St. Dismas — the Good Thief who
had an eleventh hour conversion on the cross
beside Jesus! This man came to his senses late
and he gives the rest of us hope because of
God’s patience and compassion. So we are to
do our best regardless of our weaknesses, or as
GK Chesterton said: “Anything worth doing is
worth doing badly!”
Pope Francis, in his Lenten message, gives us
a meditation on Christ’s poverty. He reminds us
that “though he was rich, yet for your sake he
became poor, so that by his poverty you might
become rich.” (2Cor.8:9). The Pope says that
the poverty of Christ is, on the one hand, his
taking flesh and bearing our weaknesses and
sins as an expression of his infinite mercy, and
on the other, his boundless confidence in his
Father and the desire to always do the Father’s
will, not his own will. Jesus is rich in the same
way as a child who feels loved and who loves
his parents, without doubting their love and
tenderness for an instant. No amount of money
or toys can replace that for a child. That is true
wealth. The Holy Father reminds us then, that
when Jesus asks us to take up his yoke which is
easy, he asks us to be enriched by his ‘poverty
which is rich’ and ‘his richness which is poor.’
That is why we have the penance and poverty
of Lent so as to share in Christ’s filial spirit,
his richness and to become the very child that
he models for us. If curbs are a sign of hope
for things to come, then how much more is this
spiritual time of year filled with the hope that
leads to new life — the lilies of Easter.

Archbishop Gagnon’s Schedule
Saturday

April 5

11:00 am

Sunday

April 6

Tuesday

April 8

Wednesday

April 9

Thursday

April 10

Friday

April 11

11:00 am
12:30 pm
10:00 am
7:00 pm
10:30 am
6:00 pm
11:00 am
1:30 pm
9:30 am

Sunday
Monday
Thursday
Friday

April 13
April 14
April 17
April 18

Saturday
Sunday
Wednesday

April 19
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April 23

Thursday

April 24

Friday

April 25

Saturday

April 26

5:00 pm

Sunday
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11:30 a.m.

Tuesday

April 29

9:00 am
12:30 pm

Wednesday
Thursday
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May 1

7:30 pm
7:00 pm
9:30 am

Friday

May 2

7:00 pm
7:00 pm
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May 3

8:00 am
7:00 pm

Sunday

11:00 am

Friday

May 4
May 5-May 9
May 9

Saturday

May 10

9:00 am
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May 13
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7:30 pm
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May 15

7:00 pm
9:00 am

Saturday

May 17

7:00 pm
4:00 pm

Sunday

May 18

11:00 am

Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

May 20
May 21
May 22
May 23
May 24

6:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm

Sunday

May 25

9:00 am

Tuesday

May 27

Wednesday
Thursday

May 28
May 29

7:00 pm
7:00 pm

Friday

May 30

7:30 a.m.

Saturday

May 31

3:30 pm
7:30 pm
10:00 am
7:00 pm

Sunday June 1
Monday
June 2
Wednesday
June 4
Thursday
June 5
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11:30 am
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
9:30 am
3:00 pm
8:00 pm
9:30 am
8:30 am
5:00 pm
11:30 am
7:00 pm
12:30 pm
5:00 pm

5:00 pm

7:30 pm

Friday

June 6

4:30 pm

Saturday
Sunday
Thursday
Saturday

June 7
June 8
June 12
June 14

5:30 pm
11:30 am
6:00 pm
5:00 pm

Sunday
Sunday

June 15
June 22

11:00 am
11:30 am

Saturday

June 28

5:00 pm

Sunday

June 29

12:00 noon

Archdiocesan Pastoral Council, St Peter’s Parish,
Winnipeg
Eucharist, St Paul’s College, Winnipeg
Installation as Rector of St Paul’s College, Winnipeg
Tour of Chez Nous Drop-in Centre, Winnipeg
Penance Service, St Mary’s Cathedral, Winnipeg
Central Deanery Meeting, St Mary’s Cathedral
Youth Ministry Visioning, Catholic Centre, Winnipeg
Penance Service & School Visit, St Edward’s School, Wpg.
Life & Family Meeting, Catholic Centre, Winnipeg
Eucharist & School Visit, Our Lady of Victory School,
Winnipeg
Palm Sunday, St Mary’s Cathedral
The Chrism Mass, St Mary’s Cathedral
Holy Thursday, St Mary’s Cathedral
Public Way of the Cross, Holy Rosary Parish, Winnipeg
Good Friday, St. Mary’s Cathedral
Holy Saturday, St. Mary’s Cathedral
Easter Sunday, St. Mary’s Cathedral
Eucharist, St. Mary’s Academy, Winnipeg
Foundation Board Meeting, St Paul’s College, Winnipeg
Prison Ministry Meeting, TBD, Winnipeg
Confirmation , St John Cantius, Winnipeg
Eucharist, St Paul’s High School, Winnipeg
Diocesan CWL Convention, St. Edward’s Parish,
Winnipeg
Confirmation, St Anthony of Padua (Hungarian),
Winnipeg
Mass in Honour of Canonizations of Pope John XXIII
and Pope John Paul II, St. Mary’s Cathedral
Misercordia Health Centre Visit, Winnipeg
Aboriginal Ministry Meeting, Good Shepherd
Parish, Portage la Prairie
Confirmation, St John Brebeuf Parish, Winnipeg
Caritas Award Dinner, Convention Centre, Winnipeg
Catholic Schools Spirit Day, St Boniface
Cathedral, Winnipeg
Confirmation, St Anthony of Padua (WK), Winnipeg
Development and Peace Assembly,
St. Boniface Cathedral, Winnipeg
Knights of Columbus State Convention,
Victoria Inn, Winnipeg
Misericordia Health Centre Foundation Dinner,
Convention Centre, Winnipeg
Confirmation, St. Michael’s Parish, Gimli
Annual Priests’ Retreat, Pinawa
Mass in Honour of Canonization of Pope John Paul II,
Holy Ghost Parish, Winnipeg
March for Life Opening, The Legislature,
Winnipeg
Campaign Life Coalition Banquet, CanadInns
Polo Park, Winnipeg
Confirmation, St Ignatius Parish, Winnipeg
Joint Meeting of the Winnipeg and St Boniface
Archdiocesan Pastoral Centres
Confirmation, St Vital Parish, Winnipeg
Eucharist & School Visit, St John Brebeuf
School, Winnipeg
Confirmation, St Joseph’s Parish, Winnipeg
Parkland Deanery Celebration, St Viator’s Parish,
Winnipeg
Confirmation, Ste-Rose-da-Lima Parish,
Ste-Rose-du-Lac
Youth Minister’s Gathering, TBD
Confirmation, Holy Ghost Parish, Winnipeg
Priesthood Ordinations, St Mary’s Cathedral
Confirmation, St Charles’ Parish, Winnipeg
Confirmation, St Augustine of Canterbury Parish,
Brandon
Confirmation, St Joseph the Worker Parish,
Russell
Marriage Tribunal Meeting, Our Lady of
Perpetual Help Parish, Winnipeg
Confirmation, St Patrick’s Parish, Winnipeg
Confirmation, St Paul the Apostle Parish,
Winnipeg
Mass in Honour of Canonization of Pope John XXIII,
John XXIII Parish, Winnipeg
Confirmation, St Helen’s Parish, Shoal Lake
Eucharist, St Mary’s Parish, Birtle
Confirmation, St Lazare Parish, St Lazare
Confirmation , St Peter’s Parish, Winnipeg
Knights of Columbus Recruitment Meeting, TBD
Confirmation, St Theresa’s Parish,
Middlechurch
Retirement Celebration for Sr. Wikeem,
St Mary’s Academy, Winnipeg
Confirmation, St Edward’s Parish, Winnipeg
Confirmation, St. Mary’s Cathedral
Serra Club BBQ, TBD
Confirmation, Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish,
Winnipeg
Confirmation, St Hedwig’s Mission, Brandon
100th Anniversary Celebration, St. Vital Parish,
Winnipeg
Confirmation, Immaculate Conception Parish,
Winnipeg
Confirmation, Holy Rosary Parish, Winnipeg

