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Archdiocese welcomes St. Gianna’s Church

he pastor of the newest
church in the Archdiocese of Winnipeg says he
and his congregation may
feel like “we’re on top of
the mountain, but we’re
only beginning.”
Rev. Darrin Gurr, speaking at the dedication of
St. Gianna Beretta Molla
Church in Southwest Winnipeg Sept. 7, asked the
entire assembly to stand
and be acknowledged for
their participation in the
ten-year journey.
“As we found our way we
began to understand the
vision of God and we became the vision of God,”
Gurr said. “The world was
changed because each of us
was changed individually
and together. The greatest
sign of God’s presence in
the world is the Christian
community, being committed to the purpose and passion of Jesus.”
He said the first new parish established in the archdiocese of Winnipeg since
1979 “is a wonderful gift
for many generations to
come. Thank you for being
a part of something great.”
In his homily, Archbishop
Richard Gagnon said the
new place of worship “is a
sign of our faith. May the
word of God always be
heard in this place.”
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Archbishop Richard Gagnon anoints the altar at St. Gianna Beretta Molla Church with the Oil of
Chrism Sept. 7. Photo by Paulo Amenta.
“The Lord was laying the
foundation for a spiritual
temple at the very beginning of your spiritual ministry,” Gagnon said. “You
have a great modern patroness. St. Gianna teaches
us about the importance of
family and unconditional
love for others.”
The parish began as the
Roman Catholic Community of Whyte Ridge,
Linden Ridge and Linden
Woods and celebrated its
first Sunday liturgy with 90

registered families in Sept.,
2004 at the nearby Winnipeg Technical College.
On its first anniversary it
was named for St. Gianna.
Masses continued at the
college while the community, which has grown to 350
families, worked toward
the new church building.
The 500-seat church, the
first in North America to
bear the name of St. Gianna, includes the archdiocese’s first perpetual adoration chapel, available for

adoration of the Eucharist
at any time of day or night,
and inaugurated that day as
the Chapel of the Divine
Mercy.
The church’s lower lever
houses the Living Waters
Columbarium containing
2,000 niches, each a cubic
foot, to house two urns for
the repose of the cremated
remains of loved ones. The
columbarium will be dedicated Sept. 28. A second
phase of construction will
double the number of spac-

es for urns.
The baptismal font has a
glass floor bringing light
into the columbarium below and connecting the two
sacred structures.
A lock of Gianna’s hair,
contained in the altar stone,
served as the first class relic
placed in the church’s altar.
Gianna Beretta Molla
(1922 – 1962) was an Italian
pediatrician, and a devout
Catholic wife and mother
who, while pregnant with
her fourth child, refused

an abortion despite warnings that continuing with
the pregnancy could result
in her death. The child was
born on Holy Saturday and
Gianna died a week later.
The miracle recognized in
order for canonization involved a pregnant woman
who was told by doctors
due to rare circumstances
there was no chance for
her child’s survival. She
prayed to Gianna Molla
asking for her intercession,
and was able to deliver a
healthy baby.
St. Gianna was canonized by Pope John Paul II
in 2004. Her husband was
present at the canonization
ceremony, the first time in
the history of the Church
that a husband witnessed
his wife’s canonization. St.
Gianna is a patron saint for
mothers, physicians and
unborn children.
St. John Paul II and St.
Gianna have been named
patron saints for the World
Meeting of Families in
Philadelphia in 2015.
Contributed by
James Buchok

See more
pictures
on page 5

Rain showers Family Day with joyful, exuberant spirit

n a gloomy Friday
evening of August 22,
members of the Archdiocese
of Winnipeg community
gathered to celebrate God’s
gift of the family. There was
a stark contrast between the
ominous clouds that had
covered the sky since dawn
and the lively energy that
exuded from the participants
and volunteers.
One could not help but
feel blessed by the festivities of the night. There was
a celebration of the Eucharist
with Father Richard Arsenault presiding and three of
his brother priests concelebrating – Monsignor Maurice Comeault (Our Lady of
Perpetual Help), Father Yolly
Gamallo (St. John Cantius)
and Father Dado Parrenas (St. Anthony of Padua
– Hungarian). The Richard
family band performed two

of their compositions. Connie
Bart-Hamel orchestrated the
creation of an art piece that
involved the entire community. Jimmy and Tess Datuin
mesmerized with their dancing. Jesse James Baris, one of
the Archdiocese’s seminarians, sang powerfully. The
Worship Band led the young
people in praise of God, and
the Family Day dance team
raised the energy with their
catchy and creative choreographies! There were booths
set-up by a number of organizations, as well as a food
truck that served Caribbean
food.
The evening concluded
with Archbishop Richard
Gagnon’s recorded video
message. As soon as his message appeared on the screen,
the festive crowd erupted in
cheer. The Archbishop challenged us to see that Christ

An outdoor Mass was celebrated at the Archdiocese of Winnipeg Family Day
at The Forks Aug. 22, followed by music, dance and a community art project.
See story and pictures on page 5.
grows within the family, and
we need to do our part to
share the Christian joy that
overflows when we honour
this gift.
The Family Day truly was

a success – but perhaps for
other reasons than what one
might think. Relationships
were formed and evidently
flourished through the preparations leading to and during

the Family Day. It was the
Holy Spirit that guided us
throughout the preparations,
and with the Spirit leading
us, all went well, everybody
was safe, and each person

went home with a smile on
his face. It was a true family
gathering!
We have learned many lessons through the Family Day
and look forward to more
family-centred events like
these in the future. To our dear
friends, the Planning Team,
the Masters of Ceremonies,
all of our volunteers, the Pastors and parish communities
for your support – and to all
those who were present at the
Family Day, a big thank you.
Let us now ask Jesus to walk
with us so that we could better celebrate God’s gift of the
family in our daily lives.
Contributed by
Christian Martinez

See more
pictures
on page 5
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Listening to God with Children:
Preparing Ourselves, Our Spaces
and Our Communities

ctober 17 and 18 Winnipeg will be hosting the annual gathering of
the Catechesis of the Good
Shepherd Association of
Canada.
While Friday evening will
focus on news and re-connecting of people involved
in this unique form of catechism, Saturday will be a
conference for all: “Listening to God with Children:
Preparing Ourselves, Our
Spaces and Our Communities.”
Keynote speaker will be
Sandra Girlato, Director of
Training of the Foundation
for Montessori Education in
Toronto. She will share her
deep knowledge and love of
the child with insights that
will speak to parents, catechists, priests, or anyone
who listens to children.
The afternoon will consist
of a choice of workshops focusing on “preparation” —
preparing children for sacraments, preparing prayer and
celebration with children,
preparing the home for children’s growth, how to make
some of the beautiful handmade materials used in this
Catechesis, and an introduction to the Catechesis of the

Good Shepherd.
The event will include the
presence of Archbishop
Richard Gagnon on Friday
evening. Archbishop Albert
LeGatt will preside Mass on
Saturday morning.
The Catechesis of the
Good Shepherd is a program of Christian formation
for children aged 3-12 years
that is based on the Bible
and liturgy of the church.
Inspired by the principles
of Montessori education, it
centres on a special space
called the “atrium,” a kind of
child-sized retreat room that
fosters contemplation and
plants seeds for a lifetime
in love with God. While the
ideal is a dedicated room in

a parish or school, the principles of the atrium can be
applied in any setting.
The method was begun in
Rome in 1954 by Sofia Cavalletti, author of The Religious Potential of the Child
and has spread throughout
the world. It is present in
both Winnipeg and St. Boniface archdioceses as well
as the Anglican Diocese of
Rupert’s Land. Formation
in this method will be offered beginning in November (four weekends - November, January, February,
and April).
For more information, consult www.cgsac.ca or call
Heather Lampman, (204)
478-1915.

Annual Mass at
Sts. Peter and Paul Chapel, Wisla
Parishioners in
Westman Deanery
gathered Sunday,
Aug. 17 for the
annual outdoor
Mass at Sts. Peter
and Paul Chapel
(1917-1937) at
Wisla, Man., eight
kms southeast of
Elphinstone. Fr.
Mark Filips, pastor at St. Jude’s
Church in Erickson, which serves
Sacred Heart
Church in Elphinstone, presided.

Our Lady of the Lake, St. Michael’s and St. Benedict’s Summer Mass and Fair

I

n response to the archdiocesan ten year Pastoral
Plan of Building a Church
of Communion, the three
parishes of Our Lady of the
Lake (Winnipeg Beach), St.
Michael’s (Gimli) and St.
Benedict’s (Camp Morton)
have worked toward the
unified goal of strengthening our churches and building community.
As an annual event we kick
off summer with an outdoor
Mass followed by a barbecue. The event allows us to
welcome our many seasonal
parishioners and area visitors back to our beautiful
lakeside community.
This year, a Ministry Fair
was held in conjunction
with the event. Planning for
the event began in September 2013 with Dan Potvin,
Director of Stewardship,
making a monthly trip to
Gimli to help us plan the
Ministry Fair.
At the earliest stage, the
theme “3 are 1” was chosen
and in retrospect, it perfectly
described the collaboration
and cooperation between
the three parishes that resulted from the efforts.
To finance the event, fundraising events took place
such as pancake breakfasts,
a chili dinner, a gigantic garage sale, a talent night and
several mini-auctions. Not

Mass was presided by Fr. Mike Nwosu and Fr. Art Seaman. At right, at the
Ministry Fair, altar servers and communion ministers were among the many
ministries issuing a ‘Call to Ministry’ to all parishioners.
only did these events raise
the money necessary to
keep all aspects of the event
free to both participants
and parishes, the good will
and camaraderie created by
and at these events gave us
opportunities to know one
another better, successfully
meet a common goal and
strengthen our community.
This year, the weather did
not completely cooperate
but as we had rented Gimli’s historic pavilion for the
Ministry Fair, the outdoor
Mass was held in a unique
and dry environment!
Our Mass was officiated

by Fr. Mike Nwosu and Fr.
Art Seaman and Deacon
Philip Durant. The Ministry Fair followed the Mass
and as all attendees were
already in the building, we
had a captive audience. Our
Knights of Columbus, CWL
and Our Lady of the Lake
and Camp Morton Ladies
prepared a wonderful lunch
and served more than 200
people in attendance.
As a follow up to the Ministry Fair and before our
Call to Ministry, Deacon
Philip Durant provided an
excellent and thought provoking mini-retreat on Dis-

cipleship that gave seasoned
and new lay ministers a different, broader perspective
of service.
The formal Call to Ministry was the last step in the
process.
We want to thank all who
worked so hard to make this
event a success and reiterate
how grateful we are to our
parishioners who volunteer
and serve in ministry. Your
actions are important, valued and so necessary for our
churches to flourish.
Contributed by
Rosie Jodoin
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Sisters of the Good Shepherd
depart the archdiocese

Brandon
Serra
Club
T

he Serra Club of Brandon continues to be active in its support of Vocations to the priesthood and
religious life in the Archdiocese of Winnipeg.
In October 2013, the Serrans were pleased to have
seminarians
Christopher
Dubois and Peter Nemcek
as guest speakers at the annual Serra Clergy and Religious Appreciation Dinner.
The Serrans are even more
pleased to extend congratulations and prayer support
to Deacons Christopher and
Peter, as by the time you
read this article, both will
have been ordained to the
transitional diaconate for
the Archdiocese of Winnipeg.
On a cold January day, six
Serrans drove to Gladstone
to visit Fr. Chris Soeterboek, a retired priest of our
diocese who had recently
moved into a seniors facility in Gladstone. We all
celebrated mass with Fr.
Michael Raj of Neepawa,
and enjoyed a visit with Fr.
Chris.
In June, the Serrans
presented the Serra Essay

P

A farewell celebration was held at St. Anthony of Padua Church
(West Kildonan) June 12. From left, Sr. Barbara Wells, Sr. Florence
McCadden, Sr. Brigid Hussey and Sr. Lorraine Perreault.

A

In June, the Serrans presented the Serra Essay
award to Lindsay Foote, a Grade XII student at
St. Augustine of Canterbury School, for her essay on ‘What Vocations Means To Me.’
award to Lindsay Foote, a
graduating Grade XII student at St. Augustine of
Canterbury School, for her
essay on ‘What Vocations
Means To Me.’ Eighteen
students submitted essays
this year, and we thank the
principal and teachers of
St. Augustine’s School for
their encouragement of the
students in this endeavour.
On October 15, 2014, the
Serra Club of Brandon will

host the Annual Clergy and
Religious
Appreciation
Dinner for the clergy and
religious of the Westman
and Parklands Deaneries.
Our guest speaker will be
Archbishop Richard Gagnon. Mark your calendars
and plan to attend.
Contributed by
Carol MacKenzie

fter 103 years of
service to the City
of Winnipeg and the
Province of Manitoba,
the four remaining nuns
in the local community of the Sisters of the
Good Shepherd departed
the city and province in
June for their convent in
Toronto.
In 1911, five Sisters
of the Good Shepherd
came to Winnipeg from
Montreal to create a safe
haven for young women
and girls that became
Marymound, on Scotia
Street on the banks of the
Red River.
Over the next 103 years
175 of the nuns worked in
Winnipeg and more than

60,000 residents passed
through their care. Thirteen of the sisters are buried in their plot in the city’s
St. Mary’s Cemetery.
In the early to mid20th century, up to 100
females lived in the sisters’ care. Today, Marymound is operated by the
Catholic Health Corporation of Manitoba and
has facilities throughout
Winnipeg and in Thompson, Man., serving 3,000
young people, male and
female, and their families, annually.
On June 22 Marymound hosted a garden
party for the sisters with
guest speakers of Marymound’s past and pres-

ent. Special guests from
outside the organization
shared their connections
to the sisters from various perspectives, all remarking on their decades
of dedicated caring for
children and youth. The
day’s program featured a
presentation of gifts that
included a framed staff
photo for each sister and
a patch quilt identifying
all of Marymound’s programs.
The four sisters now
live in north Toronto, on
a street dedicated to the
order, known as Good
Shepherd Court.
Contributed by
James Buchok

Faith Formation: Pastors and Catechists Together

riests and catechists
from the Westman
Deanery gathered at St. Augustine of Canterbury Parish in Brandon on June 14
for a day of faith formation
activity.
The workshop on the
theme “Pastors and Catechists Together” was facilitated by Len Ernst, Assistant Director of Catechetics
in the Deanery, to encourage catechists and priests
to reflect upon their faith
in God that they might better share it with the children
they teach.
Thirty people involved in
the ministry of catechesis
availed themselves of the opportunity to dialogue about
the joys and challenges of
teaching catechism and to
reflect upon Pope Francis’s
address to the catechists
who gathered at the Vatican
for World Catechists Day in
September. 2013.
The morning began with
worship in song led by Sister Therma Ajoc, scripture
(John 3.16-17) proclaimed
by Ted Wood, Director of
Pastoral Services for the
Archdiocese of Winnipeg, and catechist’s prayer
recited in unison. Linda
Chegwin, Faith Formation
Co-ordinator for St. Augustine’s Parish, led a stimulat-

“It starts first
with being
with God,
getting to
know Him and
conforming
one’s life to
the Gospel”
— Pope Francis
ing and amusing ice breaker
activity.
In the first session pastors
and catechists posted the
‘joys’ and ‘challenges’ they
experienced in teaching catechism, which facilitated an
interesting dialogue.
While most participants
agreed that it is a joy to
share the Good News with
the children of the parish,
they were challenged by
finding enough catechists
and involving children from
families who seldom attend
the parish.
In his 2013 address to catechists, Pope Francis made
three points essential in their
ministry. Point 1: “It starts
first with being with God,
getting to know Him and
conforming one’s life to the
Gospel ... a task that takes a
lifetime.” Point 2: “The sec-

ond thing catechists need to
do is imitate Christ by going
outside themselves and be
there for others.” Point 3:
“Don’t be afraid of striking
out into the unknown...be
creative.” Each of the three
points became the focus of
a session of the workshop.
Catechists reflected upon
where they were at on their
journey of faith, the things
that enlivened their faith
lives and how they go outside of themselves to be
teachers who “create” engaging and relevant catechism lessons.
Len expressed his thanks
to St. Augustine’s Parish
for hosting the workshop
and the Catholic Women’s
League for their hospital-

Thirty people involved in catechesis availed themselves of the opportunity
to dialogue about the joys and challenges of teaching catechism.
ity in providing snacks and
lunch. He thanked everyone
who made the commitment
and took the time to attend.
Comments by participants at

the end of the workshop included: “refreshing” and “it
is good to get together and
share with other catechists”
and “this was a good be-

ginning, we should do this
again next year.”
Contributed by
Len Ernst

Captain Miles MacDonell Assembly #0370 Knights of Columbus
38th Annual Dinner & Draw in support of
Catholic Parochial School Education
St. Charles Catholic School will be the 2014 Recipient of the funds

Date: Wed., October 23rd, 2014 Cocktail Hour 6:00 p.m. Dinner: 7:00 PM
Blessed John XXIII Parish Hall, 3390 Portage Ave., Winnipeg
Dinner & Draw ticket $60 Draw only ticket $30
($25 tax receipt provided)Limited ticket printing of 350
Over the past 10 years in excess of $100,000 has been raised for Catholic Education
For tickets: Call the St. Charles Catholic School Ofﬁce at 204-837-1617 or S.K.
Stan Blady at 204-837-6465 or S.K. Larry Zarychanski at 204-895-0649
MGCC 2014 RAFFLE LICENCE # 5127-RF
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Dedication of St. Gianna Beretta Molla Church Sept. 21
Photos by Paulo Amenta, Lyle Turgeon and Kim Mcauley

Deacon Colin Peterson presents the relic of St.
Gianna to be placed in the altar.

Archbishop Gagnon, assisted by Fr. Gurr, blesses the
Perpetual Adoration Chapel of the Divine Mercy.

Archdiocese of Winnipeg Family Day Aug. 22

Connie with ‘Here I Am Lord’, and above right with her ‘excellent helpers.’

A

three-foot by five- foot banner is now in the
possession of the Archdiocese of Winnipeg as
a result of the initiative by Connie Bart Hamel who
volunteered her concept, art supplies, and canvass
at the Family Day event August 22 at The Forks.
I gave each person who came to the table a swatch
of canvass to become a part of our ‘communitree’.
They could make any mark they wished so long as
there was no name on the front. The designs then
become a part of a tree to say visually “Here I am
Lord.”
It was a great success with a heartfelt Mass outdoors on the Feast of Mary Queen of Heaven and
so many young people praising God and having
fun — a fantastic show of performers and a closing
message by Archbishop Gagnon to families. I was
thrilled, humbled, and honoured to be a part of this
with my excellent volunteer helpers.
This is the third project I have done for commu-

nities and I always come away with great stories.
The evening was cold and wet yet everyone came
out smiling. There were the dear parents who held
an umbrella for 20 minutes or more over their child
who worked so intently on her piece. The intent
man who sat so very quietly and created a leaf that
I knew had very deep meaning to him. The mother
who became a part of her piece and visibly relaxed.
The contemplative lady who remembered all our
animal friends that God grants us to help and delight us. The young people who made so many personal statements - participation is cool.
All who participated —75 in all — were so very
gracious. These are treasures that everyone leaves
and more importantly is a community statement.
Contriubted by
Connie Bart Hamel
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he papacy of John XXIII
lasted less than five years
but would become a turning
point in the history of the
Catholic Church.
The man who convened the
Second Vatican Council and
brought modernizing change,
such as Mass being celebrated in local languages rather
than only in Latin, was canonized by Pope Francis April
27. On May 30, a mass for St.
John XXIII was celebrated at
Winnipeg’s formerly Blessed
John XXIII Parish, now St.
John XXIII Parish.
“Your church is spiritually
beginning a new path with
a new name, and is one of
the few parishes in Canada
named for John XXIII,” said
Archbishop of Winnipeg
Richard Gagnon. He told
Parish Pastor Rev. Gerald
Langevin, “in a way you are
the founding pastor of this
St. John XXIII Parish.” The
church was founded as John
XXIII in 1967.
“Good Pope John has been
canonized as the saint that
everyone knew he was,” Gagnon said. “He will inspire
the charism of this church as
you move into the future.”
The archbishop said that the
way most Catholics know
their religion is due to the
pastoral reforms of the Second Vatican Council.
“As an altar boy I have a
distant memory of him. Mass
was in Latin and I remember when the council began

October 2014

Mass celebrated for St. John XXIII

Archbishop Gagnon (left) and Rev. Gerald Langevin, pastor at Winnipeg’s St. John XXIII Parish, with
a portrait of the recently-canonized St. John XXIII. Photo by Paul Swart.
I wondered why the church
was doing all this. Why was
the church changing everything, because the church
was OK? But then I thought
‘the Holy Spirit is moving the
church to get caught up.’”
Gagnon, who was raised in
Vancouver, said when John
XXIII died, the local paper’s
front page was half covered
by a huge headline, “The
Pope is Dead. That’s something in the least Catholic
part of Canada. It tells you
something about the impact

this man made on humanity.
He was like a dear grandfather who endeared himself
to Catholics and non-Catholics.”
He was born Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli, “a humble,
uncanny son of a poor Italian
family” said Gagnon, and became an academic, a Vatican
diplomat and a bishop with
many pastoral accomplishments.
Roncalli gained attention as
a part-time historian specializing in St. Charles Borromeo,

a 16th century cardinal and a
key figure in the Council of
Trent. Gagnon said Roncalli
“became an expert in that
great council of the church. In
the catechesis of the Catholic
Church, the Council of Trent
is quoted more than any other
source.”
The archbishop said Roncalli served as head of the
Vatican diplomatic mission
to Turkey, an Islamic country,
where he visited small communities “and prayed as hard
for them as he did for the Ca-

thedral in Constantinople.”
“Almost immediately after
he was elected Pope (in 1958)
he knew the church needed
an ecumenical council and
he did it in the face of great
opposition,” Gagnon said.
“He had no clearly developed ideas of why he wanted
a council but knew only that
there was a need.”
Gagnon said on Jan. 25,
1959, the Pope was speaking
to a small group of cardinals
and announced he would
convene an ecumenical coun-

cil based on, “an intuition that
such a gathering was needed
for the church. Pope John
said ‘the idea of a council had
come like a flash of light.’
Few people saw the need for
such a huge event.”
“The council set a trajectory
for the future that is still to be
fully worked out,” Gagnon
said.
“The words of Jesus in the
Gospel of John are words
of encouragement the Pope
knew well. ‘You will have
pain but your pain will turn to
joy.’ Of course he never saw
the end.”
John XXIII died in June,
1963, just eight months after
the council began. The council continued under Pope Paul
VI, concluding in December,
1965.
“John’s holiness and openness to the Holy Spirit allowed the church to deal with
what the church really is, and
the place of Jesus in it,” Gagnon said.
On the same day he canonized John XXIII, Pope
Francis also canonized Pope
John Paul II. A Mass for John
Paul II was celebrated May
9 at Winnipeg’s Holy Ghost
Parish, a church founded in
1900 to serve a growing Polish community and which
continues to celebrate three
Masses in Polish each Sunday.
Contributed by
James Buchok

Act of thanks, generosity bestowed on St. Paul’s College
A

n alumnus and a longtime supporter of St.
Paul’s College at the University of Manitoba, Conrad
Wyrzykowski, has provided
a significant funding opportunity to the college’s Jesuit
Centre for Catholic Studies.
The Wyrzykowski Family
Ignatian Scholars Fund was
established in the spring to
augment the Catholic Studies program, which is offered
through the U of M Faculty
of Arts and administered by
the centre.
“The Jesuit Fathers had a
profound influence in my
life,” said Wyrzykowski.
“As teachers, their personal
attention to try new activities, such as debating and
public speaking, gave me the
needed stability and sense
of belonging to achieve my
post-secondary education.”
By the end of the 2014-15
fiscal year, Wyrzykowski’s
pledge of over $1 million
will be leveraged to over
$1.5 million with the remaining gifts coming from
his family and the Manitoba
Scholarship and Bursary Initiative through the University of Manitoba.
Rector of St. Paul’s College

From left, David Barnard, President and Vice-Chancellor, University of Manitoba, Conrad Wyrzykowski, St. Paul’s College alumnus (‘50) and donor, Christopher Adams, Rector, St. Paul’s College and
Father Jeffrey S. Burwell, Director, Jesuit Centre for Catholic Studies.
Dr. Christopher Adams said
“we are exceptionally proud
that Conrad and his family
are such generous supporters of our college community. Their support for our
students and the Jesuit Centre for Catholic Studies will
bear fruit for endless decades
to come. We are most grateful.”
Dr. Jeffrey S. Burwell, SJ,
the Centre’s director explained how the Jesuits have
made important connections
as educators. “The educa-

tional mandate of the Jesuits
focuses on the intimate connection between the pursuit
of faith and promotion of
justice, especially among the
poor and those who suffer
from unjust discrimination.
With the historic contribution
that Conrad has provided to
the Jesuit Centre for Catholic Studies, we can further
deepen our commitment to
educate those students looking to engage Catholicism in
all its political, religious and
social complexities,” said

Burwell.
“The resources Conrad has
donated demonstrate his
deep knowledge of St. Ignatius of Loyola, who always
encouraged both the Jesuits
and their educational partners to use what they have
been fortunate enough to receive in the generous service
of others.”
After the passing of his wife
Evelyn in 2001, Wyrzykowski, a long-time lawyer in
Winnipeg, established the
Wyrzykowski Family Bur-

sary in her honour. The
bursary provides substantial
gifts for university students
enrolled in the Catholic
Studies program. Another
fund was established to give
$5,000 scholarships to students who attain high marks
in Catholic Studies and have
engaged in travel courses,
field study, and social learning programs.
Wyrzykowski is an emeritus board member of the St.
Paul’s College Foundation
Inc. In 2008, he was named

Outstanding Volunteer Fundraiser by the Association of
Fundraising Professionals,
Manitoba Chapter.
Established in 1926, St.
Paul’s College has been affiliated with the University
of Manitoba since 1931. The
College serves as a home
base for students enrolled in
any program at the U of M.
As a member of the Association of Universities and Colleges of Canada, St. Paul’s
College is the only Catholic
institution of higher learning in Manitoba. Students
of all faiths and cultures are
encouraged to participate in
the college’s programs and
events.
The core units comprising
St. Paul’s College include
the Arthur V. Mauro Centre
for Peace and Justice, Fr.
Harold Drake, SJ Library,
Jesuit Centre for Catholic
Studies, Near Eastern and
Biblical Archaeology Laboratory, St. Paul’s College
Campus Ministry, St. Paul’s
College Foundation Inc., and
St. Paul’s College Students’
Association
Contributed by
Siri Kousonsavath
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The View from
Micah House
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From left, Kerry Wilson, father of recently ordained Rev. Kelly Wilson, Sr. Mary Coswin O.S.B., Archbishop Richard Gagnon and Archdiocesan Director of Vocations Rev. James DeBeer.

An Evening for Vocations

Priests are often reluctant to
encourage others to join the clergy
M

en who consider joining the priesthood
were most likely encouraged
to do so by a priest, yet many
priests are reluctant to talk to
youth about taking up that
religious vocation, says Rev.
James DeBeer, Director of
Vocations for the Archdiocese of Winnipeg.
“The most successful invitations come from pastors
and parish priests,” says DeBeer, but, he adds, “a great
majority of priests do not
encourage the young to join
them.” DeBeer made the remarks at an Evening for Vocations June 4 at Winnipeg’s
St. John XXIII Parish, sponsored by the St. James 4557
Knights of Columbus.
DeBeer asked, “why is it
so difficult to ask a young
person to consider religious
life? Priests say they once
felt pressured, and didn’t
like it, and don’t want to
put that same pressure on
someone else. There is also
a fear of rejection, and perhaps embarrassment because
of abuse scandals, and fear
of what the parents of those
young people might think if
they bring it up with them.
Other priests might say they
just can’t relate to young
people.”
DeBeer was ordained in
May, 2008 and is pastor at
Christ the King Church in
Stonewall, Man.
“We’re all in this together,”
he said. “One church, all
building up the kingdom
of God. Our job is to work
together to find the people
who can be leaders in our
church.”
“It is because of so many
people that I was able to discern that God was calling me
to the priesthood. I always
laugh when I talk about

God’s call for me, “ he said,
recalling a pre-ordination talk
with previous Archbishop of
Winnipeg James Weisgerber
who asked DeBeer when he
expected to be ordained. DeBeer began with “Well, the
Good Lord willing...” Weisgerber stopped him saying
“No, you willing.”
“It’s important for all of us
to invite, we are all vocations
directors for each other,” he
said. “In our world today
young people are pulled in
all directions. Kids feel pressure to acheive, to take the
bull by the horns.” DeBeer
quoted Mother Teresa, saying “’God calls us not to be
successful but to be faithful.’
Life is not about trying to
be what the world wants us
to be, but being the person
God wants us to be and this,
I believe, is our vocation.”
He said the main reason a
person does not consider a
religious vocation is because
they were never asked.
DeBeer said each of the
ordained bring different
gifts and skills “but what
transcends them all is that
our vocation is rooted in our
baptism, we all share a call to
holiness. We all live out our
vocation in different ways
every day of our lives.”
“Many people do not understand the word vocation,”
DeBeer said. “They think
of it as a trade. Perhaps we
could do a better job of getting people to understand
that a vocation is the calling
of their life.”
Sr. Mary Coswin O.S.B.
told the gathering that being a
sister “is not about being perfect or unbroken. God called
me to be a Benedictine Sister
not because I was especially
holy.” Coswin is director of
vocations for the community

of the Sisters of St. Benedict
just north of Winnipeg. She
said Pope Francis believes
in a church not of promotion
but of attraction. She said her
schooling at St. Benedict’s
academy “attracted me. I
was attracted by the sisters’
goodness. They worked hard
and they were strict, but they
loved the girls.” Coswin described the chapel windows,
still there today, as “glorious in the morning and evening. God was reaching me
through those stained glass
windows and through the
prayers. That was more than
50 years ago and I am still
trying.”
“Wake up the world,” she
said, “be witnesses of another way of living. By sharing
our goodness we wake people up to how Jesus lived, a
life of welcoming and compassion and service.”
The father of a recently
ordained priest, and another
son currently in seminary,
said those sons and their siblings grew up in a home that
was “pretty ordinary” but
their mother “taught the kids
to pray about everything.”
Kerry Wilson, whose son
Rev. Kelly Wilson was ordained in the Archdiocese
of Winnipeg in May, said
“it’s pretty significant stuff
to pray as a family, it is the
answer in many ways, even
if sometimes you want to run
out the door instead of saying a prayer.”
Wilson does not believe
that he and his wife Kate
“produced” a priest and a
seminarian. “It’s everybody’s
job,” he said, adding the
Knights of Columbus played
a big role. “The knights have
helped us with our family,
they are always behind vocations. Can we do more as

knights or an archdiocese?
Of course, and that’s the exciting thing, where can we
go from here?”
Wilson said too often a
young person who shows
some interest in religious
vocations gets that door
slammed shut by someone
else. “They say ‘you don’t
want that, there’s no money
in that.’ Let’s stand up for
what the church stands for.
People are drawn to things
that require strength and
courage and the Gospel is
full of strength and meaning and those that deliver the
Gospel have very meaningful lives. It’s not like anybody else’s job.”
In the evening’s closing
remarks Archbishop Richard Gagnon agreed that “the
openness to vocations is the
work of the whole community.”
“Religious orders remind
us of the importance of community,” he said. “Vocations
are a gift from God to the
church. It is God’s bounty,
God’s gift. Since the Second
Vatican Council we find a
great emphasis on the vocation of the baptized, the laity,” Gagnon said. “Today’s
culture is not conducive to
vocations, where God is
removed from the public
square, yet people want to
know how to find God. Just
look at the titles in the bookstores.”
“Vocations come from a
context, from a community,”
Gagnon said. “The seeds
of vocation are within the
Christian community. Where
we get the courage to live as
an authentic Christian community is through prayer.”
Contributed by
James Buchok

feel that September 1 is really the beginning of a New
Year, more so than January 1. Maybe I feel that way as
a result of all the years spent in school, or maybe because
the summer always feels like one long Sabbath and now it
is time to get back to work. In looking at this year coming
up, I am amazed by all the issues our world now faces.
There is climate change and its impact on the way we live
each day. The issue of euthanasia and assisted suicide is
before the Supreme Court of Canada and being discussed
by various legislatures and medical professionals. The role
of the family and what comprises a family is the subject of
an upcoming Synod in Rome. The way we treat one another is a topic of conversation, especially with respect to
the relationship of society with aboriginal people. Global
conflicts, refugees in historic numbers, and medical threats
such as Ebola are the topic of many discussions.
In addition to all these issues we are entering into a year
of elections. Civic elections are now underway and a federal election will happen within the next year. As a result
we are starting to be bombarded by different platforms,
each proposing to have the solution to the issues we face.
How do we choose? Where do we even start?
I find guidance in the social teachings of our Church.
Our Catholic Social Teaching is a “common point of reference that helps us to listen to each other, to appreciate
our differences and to speak beyond them; and to raise a
common future.” (Cardinal Peter Turkson, President of
the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace).
So when reflecting on a certain party’s platform or an
individual who is seeking election, look at what they are
saying the present state of affairs is and how they propose
to change it or improve on our society. Then apply the
teachings of the Gospel and our Catholic Social Teachings.
Does the proposed platform protect the dignity of the human person? We have to recognize and believe that we are
all brothers and sisters, having the same Father. We are all
fully loved by God. Do we bring the realization of this love
into our discussions of, for instance, right to life issues?
As brothers and sisters we should be striving to create a
world where it is possible for each of us to reach our full
potential and become all that God intends us to be. Do our
governments and institutions make policy decisions based
on the common good? To care for the poor is for the common good of all. To ensure all have adequate medical care
is for the common good of all. We have an example of this
with the Ebola crisis, which has the potential of becoming
a world -wide epidemic, primarily because West Africa
has insufficient medical means to confront the spread of
the disease. Our economic system is based on achieving
wealth at all costs. What about an economic system based
on human dignity, stewardship and care of creation, solidarity and the common good?
Do we encourage all to participate in the formulation
of and maintenance of the institutions of our society? Do
we allow groups freedom to do what they can best do for
themselves without governments dictating to them?
Do we stand in solidarity? We are each other’s keeper.
We are a family that is concerned for one another, supportive of one another. Do the platforms proposed by those
seeking election to public office reflect this principle?
The issues we face and how we are going to move forward advocating for a better world and society are complex and complicated. We could just throw up our hands,
saying it is too much, and do nothing. But that is not the
way God would have us deal with these issues. He gave
each of us a gift to use, and a fellowship and community
to use it with. Start your social justice groups now. Pick
an issue, research, reflect on the Gospel and the Catholic
Social Teachings. Find the guidance you need for the path
that must be taken. “We want to foster communities where
care, creativity, fairness, responsibility, solidarity, sustainability and love prevail,” (Cardinal Turkson). Pope Francis encourages us to build friendships in society and unity
rather than conflict. He asks of us that we face the issues
head-on with a willingness to resolve them and to make
each success a link in the chain of a new process.
Patti Fitzmaurice is coordinator at Micah House
Archdiocese of Winnipeg’s Centre for Social Justice
1039 Main St., Winnipeg, R2W 3R2 (204) 589-5393
sjustice@mymts.net Join us on Facebook
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St. Augustine throws a
Spiritual Adoption Baby Shower

A Cake for St. John XXIII

The shower gifts were donated to a pregnancy crisis centre.

P

arishioners at St Augustine of Canterbury Church
in Brandon held a Spiritual
Adoption Baby Shower on
June 15, Fathers’ Day, and
our Pro-Life Sunday. The
program involves members of
the parish pledging to “adopt”
an unborn baby and praying
for the baby for nine months
to keep the unborn child and
its mother safe. The children
we pray for are known only
to God, though some participants choose names for their
babies in order to personalize
the prayer written by Archbishop Fulton Sheen:
“Jesus, Mary, and Joseph,
I love you very much. I beg
you to spare the life of the unborn child I have spiritually
adopted, who is in danger of
abortion.”

Over 80 prayer pledge cards
were returned from both individuals and families, creating a network of participants
praying for the unborn. After
following the babies’ development for nine months
through bulletin updates, a
baby shower was held and
participants were encouraged
to donate baby items if they
choose, though this is not
obligatory. Over 50 guests
attended our shower, and enjoyed refreshments and fellowship. The donated items
were forwarded to our local
pregnancy crisis centre.
Contributed by
Jackie Miles,
Spiritual Adoption
Coordinator
Life’s Vision, Brandon

Follow
Archbishop
Richard Gagnon’s
travels in the
Archdiocese of Winnipeg
and beyond
in the
Archbishop’s Blog
on the
Archdiocese of Winnipeg
website
www.archwinnipeg.ca

Archbishop Gagnon, with the help of Pastor Rev. Gerald Langevin and a bunch of eager youngsters, cuts the cake at a reception following a Mass for St. John XXIII May 30 at the west Winnipeg
church named for Pope John XXIII who was canonized, with St. John Paul II, by Pope Francis April
27. A Mass for St. John Paul II was celebrated May 9 at Holy Ghost Parish in Winnipeg’s North End.
Photo by Paul Swart.

Archbishop Gagnon’s Schedule
Saturday

October 4

5:00 pm

Sunday

October 5
October 6-10

11:30 am

Tuesday

October 14

2:00 pm

Wednesday

October 15

5:30 pm

Thursday

October 16

7:30 pm

Friday

October 17

6:30 pm

Saturday

October 18

4:30 pm

Thursday
Saturday

October 21-22
October 23
October 25

6:30 pm
11:00 am

Thursday

October 30

5:30 pm

Sunday
Tuesday

November 2
November 4

11:30 am
6:00 pm

Friday
Saturday
Sunday

November 7
November 8
November 9

7:00 pm
9:00 am
11:00am

Friday
Sunday

November 14
November 16

7:00 pm
11:00 am

Monday

November 17

9:30 am

Sunday

November 22

3:00 pm

Thursday

November 27

7:00 pm

Sunday

November 30

9:30 am

Sunday
Tuesday
Thursday
Sunday
Sunday
Wednesday

November 30
December 2
December 4
December 7
December 7
December 10

11:30 am
10:00 am
10:45 am
11:30 am
1:00 pm
4:00 pm

Friday

December 12

7:00pm

Interlake Deanery Celebration Notre Dame Parish,
Selkirk
Mass, St Mary’s Cathedral
Priests’ Retreat, Diocese of Prince George,
British Columbia
National Week for Life and the Family Meeting,
St. Boniface Chancery, Winnipeg
Brandon Serra Club Dinner, St. Augustine’s Parish,
Brandon
Inter-Deanery Celebration, St Paul the Apostle Parish,
Winnipeg
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Conference,
St. Charles Retreat Centre, Winnipeg
Feast Day Celebration, St. John Cantius Parish,
Winnipeg
Western Conference on Social Justice, Edmonton
Winnipeg Serra Club Dinner, Caboto Centre, Winnipeg
Archdiocesan Pastoral Council, St Gianna’s Parish,
Winnipeg
Distinguished Knight Lecture Dinner,
University of Manitoba, Winnipeg
Mass, St Mary’s Cathedral
Ignatian Challenge Dinner, Convention Centre,
Winnipeg
Interfaith Peace Gathering, OLPH Parish, Winnipeg
Life’s Vision Conference, Victoria Inn, Winnipeg
Mass & Pastoral Visit, St Francis de Sales Church,
Winnipeg
Iluminate Manitoba, St Mary’s Cathedral
Confirmation & 40th Anniversary, St Nicholas Parish,
Winnipeg
Manitoba Bishops’ Meeting, Ukrainian Chancery,
Winnipeg
Parkland Deanery Celebration, St Viator’s Parish,
Winnipeg
Misericordia Long Service Dinner, Fort Gary Hotel,
Winnipeg
Mass & Pastoral Visit, Immaculate Conception Parish,
Fisher Branch
Mass & Pastoral Visit, St Philip Neri Parish, Arborg
Bishops’ Meeting, Winnipeg
Mass, St Vital School, Winnipeg
Mass, St Mary’s Cathedral
Nathanael, St. Mary’s Academy, Winnipeg
Archdiocesan Finance Council, Catholic Centre,
Winnipeg
60th Anniversary Celebration, St Patrick’s Parish,
Winnipeg
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