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‘Proclaiming Christ Always’

The Great Jubilee of our Centennial Year

C

entennial
banners
are being raised in
churches throughout the
Archdiocese of Winnipeg as the Jubilee Year
of 2015, celebrating the
100th anniversary of
the establishment of the
archdiocese, is now underway.
The banner was designed by Fr. Patrick
Neufeld, parochial Vicar
at St. Augustine of Canterbury Church in Brandon, Man.
The archdiocese has
also called upon other
of its clergy to add their
creativity to the celebrations. Retired Msgr. Ward
Jamieson, former rector
of St. Mary’s Cathedral,
who continues in his
years of service as archdiocesan Vicar General,
has composed a Centennial Prayer.
Rev. Geoffrey Angeles,
current rector of St. Mary’s
Cathedral, and Bernadette
Gasselin, have been commissioned to compose a
Eucharistic Hymn for the
Centennial Year.
Central to the Centennial celebrations will be
a grand liturgical celebration for the whole archdiocese at the MTS Centre
in downtown Winnipeg
on Sun., May 3, at 1 p.m.
”All of the Confirmations throughout the archdiocese will be celebrated
at this liturgy and the parishes, religious communities, schools, institutions
and charitable apostolates
will be invited to be part
of the Liturgical procession,” wrote Archbishop
Richard Gagnon in his
Pastoral Letter, The Great
Jubilee of our Centennial
Year. “This will be a celebration of the Holy Spirit
as we enter our second
100 years,” the Archbishop added, “and a significant way to worship as a
Church of Communion
in the heart of Winnipeg.
I invite everyone in the
Archdiocese of Winnipeg
to mark your calendars in
anticipation of this event
and to wait for further
details to follow in the
near future.”

Continued on page 5

Our Centennial
Banner

By Rev. Patrick Neufeld
Parochial Vicar,
St. Augustine of Canterbury Church,
Brandon, Man.

W

Archdiocese of Winnipeg Centennial Prayer
Compassionate and loving God,
we praise and thank you
who are the source
of all we are and all we have.
In this centenary of the founding
of the Archdiocese of Winnipeg,
we give you thanks for all the gifts
you have given us in the past.
We ask that, through the Gospel and the Eucharist,
you continue to bring your people
together in the Holy Spirit.
Teach us to love you
and to be a sign of your love for all people.
Help us to proclaim, in word and deed,
the living presence of Jesus Christ in the world
who lives and reigns
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God forever and ever. Amen.
St. Joseph,
Patron of the Archdiocese of Winnipeg, pray for us.

hen the Archbishop asked me
in the summer whether
I might prepare a “logo”
for the Centennial year
— it was only afterwards
that the object of my design became anything
as concrete as a banner
— he suggested that I
use some elements of the
Archdiocesan Crest. The
crest pictures three maple leaves (representing,
I understand, the three
prominent ethnic communities in Winnipeg in
1915) over top of a crenulated line (representing
the wall of Fort Garry),
all above a yellow plain
divided by a forking river and a white lily.
It seemed to me that if
I were to use this crest in
a design for the Centennial year, I ought to try to
develop one or more of
the elements of the crest
in such a way as to suggest growth. The growth
of our Archdiocese as
a church and a people
is what we especially
give thanks for as we remember our centenary.
Three images of growth
suggested themselves to
me: (1) a proliferation
of leaves, growing out of
the branch that sprouted
the original three; (2)
a proliferation of forks
in the river, leading out
of or leading to the first
point; (3) a proliferation
of churches, rising over
the parapet of the original fort.
The second of these
three ideas turned out to
be the hardest to draw, so
I didn’t take it very far.
I made working sketches
of the many leaves and
of the many churches,
and I sent them on to
the Centennial Planning
Committee; they much
preferred the design

with the churches rising
over the line of the fortwall. When I had begun
working out the idea of
all these churches going
up behind a wall, it had
occurred to me that the
churches I pictured might
be actual churches in the
Archdiocese; I found
pictures of the exteriors
of the various churches
in our Archdiocese (I
found them in the book
that was published for its
90th anniversary), and I
used elements of them in
the drawing. The crenulated line that had originally represented Fort
Garry to the crest-designer was becoming in
my imagination a fence
around the open field of
our new Archdiocese,
into which all these particular churches had been
planted. The Planning
Committee liked that the
design was particular to
us, to our Archdiocese
As I said above, at first
I was asked to design a
logo, but later the project became a banner.
Beneath the fort-wall
I added the words of
our Centennial motto,
“Proclaiming Christ Always”, placing them on
separate bands of colour
so as to increase visibility. Beneath the motto I
added another logo I had
designed, one explicitly
naming the Archdiocese
and using a version of
the crest. And beneath
that I added the words
“1915-2015”, just so as
to stress what I hoped
was already obvious.
In the background underneath the churches I
placed an image of the
Papal document, called a
‘bull’, which was issued
in 1915 instituting our
Archdiocese.
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Chief Financial Officer

A

rchbishop Richard Gagnon is pleased
to announce the appointment of Rhonda
Chorney, CMA as the Financial Administrator
and Chief Financial Officer for the Archdiocese of Winnipeg. This appointment became
effective January 5,2015.
Rhonda received her Certified Management Accountant designation from the Society of Management Accountants of Manitoba. From 1992
Rhonda Chorney
- 1996 Rhonda was the Supervisor of Corporate
Accounting at the Farm Credit Corporation in Regina, Saskatchewan. The
following year she worked for the Farm Credit Corporation in Winnipeg.
From 1999-2009 Rhonda worked for the Great West Life Assurance Company in various capacities. Since 2009 Rhonda has been employed at the
University of Manitoba most recently as Manager-Revenue, Capital and
General Accounting.
Rhonda and her husband Kevin have two sons and make their home in
Winnipeg.
“I look forward to the opportunities and challenges that lie ahead as we
celebrate our centennial and the coming years ahead,” Ms. Chorney said.
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Annual Interfaith Peace Gathering
at Our Lady of Perpetual Help

O

n Nov. 7, 2014, Our
Lady of Perpetual
Help parish hosted an Interfaith Peace Gathering and
Silent Prayer Vigil which
was attended by His Grace,
the Most Reverend Richard
Gagnon.
Emcee for the evening
was Msgr. Stan Jaworski,
Interfaith Associate. Msgr.
Maurice Comeault, Pastor, brought greetings to
the gathering and with his
characteristic humour, explained that the Interfaith
group is perfectly legal
and has the blessing of the
Church hierarchy. The fire
behind this group, he stated,

is Farida Lalbiharie, whose
heart is securely bound up
in it. Farida and her spouse,
Noble, welcomed the representatives of the various
faiths, using traditional
greetings, such as Shalom,
Assalamu Alaikum, Namaste and other salutations
of the various faiths. Though
the receptacles used by different faith groups differ, all
use light. The Menorah, the
diya, the da, the chalice and
sweet grass all employ fire.
The service was dedicated
to heads of nations, spiritual
leaders and their communities: that they may continue
to pray and find lasting solu-

Advent Retreat

Fr. Mark Filips, left, Pastor of St. Jude’s
Church in Erickson, with Fr. Pat Martin, from
San Antonio, Texas. Fr. Martin led a three
day Advent Retreat at St. Jude’s (Dec. 7-9).
Fr. Pat contracted TB-Meningitis at the age
of nine which left him blind and unable to
walk. With help from his family he was able
to walk again. A truly inspirational man,
Fr. Pat shared from his own experience,
strength and hope.

tions to world peace, through
social justice, prayer and
good works. The opening
prayer reflected the spirit of
each faith, drawing on their
major beliefs.
The message of peace
brought by the Archbishop
was that peace in our immediate environments was
important, even though
most of the world was not
at peace. One of the fundamentals of peace is human
rights, such as the right to
life, to have decent wages,
to seek truth and to keep our
culture. Peace without human rights is not possible.
Excerpts from a documentary entitled, ‘In God’s
Name’ was shown. It presented messages of hope
and peace from a selection
of world religious leaders.
There was then a prayer
session followed by a silent prayer vigil of twenty
minutes. This was broken
by the sound of a gong. The
various faith presenters then
passed around candles to be
lit by all, a sign of the solidarity among all faith traditions.
Blessing and thank you
also to the Scarboro Mission Interfaith Desk which
concluded this most moving service for peace in the
world and in our lives.
The evening ended with a
blessing for peace, love and
hope in the world. A simple
reception followed in God’s
name.
Contributed by
Madeline Coopsammy

St. Mary’s Academy Prep Hockey Team Fights Cancer

St. Mary’s Academy Flames Prep hockey team played the Winnipeg Avros, Sat., Oct. 18, 2014 in an exhibition game dubbed the Female Hockey
Fights Cancer event. The teams and their supporters raised $18,000 for
CancerCare Manitoba.

Holy Ghost Cemetery 100th Year

Holy Ghost Parish Cemetery Annual Prayers were held on Oct. 5, 2014.
This year marked the 100th anniversary of the parish cemeteries. More
than 500 parishioners and friends attended the prayers which were led
by Pastor Fr. Alfred Grzempa and Fr. Daniel Janulewicz, with the KofC
and CWL organizations of Holy Ghost Parish.
— Frank Soja
KofC Holy Ghost Parish

Worldwide Marriage Encounter: A Weekend of Discovery…A Lifetime of Love!
“Love one another as I
have loved you” (John
15:12)
arried
Couples:
Imagine a weekend
with quality time together,
a weekend of discovery,
and a weekend of learning a
loving communication that
you can use for the rest of
your lives! Priests: Imagine
an opportunity to renew
your unity, intimacy, involvement, and belonging
to your people! Welcome
to the Worldwide Marriage
Encounter (WWME).
At the heart of WWME’s
philosophy is the belief that
the Sacraments of Matrimony and Holy Orders are
powerful and precious gifts
given by God to the Church.
The renewal of these Sacraments is the special gift that
Marriage Encounter brings
to the Church in its own
continuing self-renewal. For
married couples WWME is
an opportunity to share their
feelings, hopes, and dreams
with each other.
For Paulette and Doug,
WWME was also a gift to
look deeply into their mari-

M

tal relationship: “Marriage
encounter,” they said, “gave
us the communication tools
we needed to discuss many
‘sensitive’ topics that needed
to be talked about in order to
maintain a healthy relationship.” And here’s what Fr.
Wendelin Rolheiser, OMI,
WWME Team priest, had to
say of his experience: “Marriage encounter has filled me
with a deeper appreciation of
the sacraments of priesthood
and matrimony.”
For over 40 years, WWME
has been a leading Catholic
movement in offering married couples and priests the
gift of a weekend experience
to enrich their relationship.
Outside of Manitoba, this
weekend is now offered
in more than 90 countries.
The loving power of this
weekend was gracefully exemplified by Pat and John:
“On our Marriage Encounter weekend, we revisited
the vibrant love of our early
marriage and we were given
the tools to keep our love
alive in our daily lives.” And
for Rosemary and Tony, it
was a deliberate reminder

“to put ‘us’ as number one,
only after God. This was not
always easy to do with six
kids vying for attention…”
So, what is this weekend
about and what is it not
about? It is not a retreat, marriage clinic, group sensitivity,
or a substitute for counseling.
It is a time for you and your
spouse to be alone together,
to rediscover each other, and
to focus on your relationship for an entire weekend.
Wouldn’t you agree that every marriage deserves that
kind of attention?
It is for any married couple
who desires a richer, fuller
life together. A marriage
can never be too good. Marriage Encounter is designed
to deepen and enrich the
joys a couple share together,
whether they have been mar-

ried for only a short time, or
for many years.
Sandra and Gerry spoke of
their transformative experience in attending a marriage
encounter weekend. “We
had an ok marriage,” they
said, “we did the day to day
things, but with a lack of enthusiasm and communication with each other. We both
wanted more. We attended
a weekend and have never
looked back.” Gracinda and
Fernando added that their
weekend experience “has
brought (their) relationship
to a new level both emotionally and spiritually.”
Is there a specific religious
orientation to the weekend?
Yes. Worldwide Marriage
Encounter does present God
as a focus for successful
marriage. There are many
faith expressions of Worldwide Marriage Encounter
weekends, Catholic, Jewish, and several Protestant
denominations. While our
weekend is presented in a
Catholic faith expression,
all weekends are open and
welcome couples from other
faiths. The opportunities of

the weekend go beyond the
boundaries of any one faith
expression.
Is this a private weekend?
YES! The design is such that
the weekend is a private experience. There are no group
discussions. You concentrate
on your spouse to such an
extent that you are hardly
aware of the other couples
present. Presentations by a
team of three married couples and a priest are given to
the group as a whole. After
each presentation, husband
and wife, and priest, have
time in the privacy of their
rooms for their own personal
reflections and onversations.
What does the weekend
cost? On the weekend, you
will be asked to make a donation. This donation, which
is made anonymously, will
cover the expenses of lodging, food, and materials for
the weekend. In addition, a
non-refundable application
fee of $50 is required to confirm your application.
No priest or couple is ever
denied the chance to xperience a Weekend because of
financial difficulties.

This concern should not
influence your decision to
attend a Marriage Encounter
Weekend. Worldwide Marriage Encounter is a tax-exempt organization. The application fee can be waived
based on financial need.
Why wait to invest in your
marriage when the payoff
can be so great! Bring your
relationship with each other
and with the community to
a deeper and more intimate
level by attending our next
marriage encounter weekend. There is limited capacity; so early application is
encouraged Mark your calendars! March 6-8th 2015.
The weekend starts at 8 pm
on Friday night and runs
until about 5 pm on Sunday
afternoon.
For more information, and
to make an application for
this weekend, please contact Sere and Ira Boulet at
204-951-8075 or via email
sergeira.boulet@gmail.
com
Contributed by
Stan and Miriam Amaladas
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Kateri group gathers ‘for good food and good prayer’

P

arishioners at St. Kateri
Tekakwitha Aboriginal
Catholic Parish in Winnipeg gathered for “good food
and good prayer” Nov. 5 as
they shared a meal of soup
and bread before beginning a four-evening bible
study series on the Gospel
of Mark.
Conrad Artibise, who is
part of the prayer group that
planned the first evening,
said his hope “is that those
who attend will get to know
more parish members and
by meeting, eating, singing, praying and studying,
they will strengthen their
understanding and faith in
their community and the
Roman Catholic faith each
of them choose to be part
of.” Families were encouraged to bring their children
who were led in their own
activities by a group of volunteers.
The bible study was presented by Greg Dunwoody,
chaplain at Headingley
Correctional Centre just
west of Winnipeg.
The group is studying
Mark because the church
calendar for 2014-15 is
a year devoted to gospel
readings from Mark. The
gospels are read in threeyear cycles, beginning with

Conrad Artibise and Greg Dunwoody of St. Kateri Tekakwitha Aboriginal
Catholic Church in Winnipeg.

Matthew, then Mark, then
Luke. Because Mark is
the shortest Gospel, readings from John are also
heard during a number of
weeks in a year of Mark.
The Gospel of John is also
read throughout Easter, and
is used for other liturgical
seasons including Advent,
Christmas and Lent where
appropriate.
Dunwoody explained that
the gospels are really compilations of stories told and
collected over decades after
Jesus’ death and no one can
say who the actual authors
are. He said the Gospel of
Mark was the first of the

four to be created, and is
believed to have been written in about 72 a.d.
“How do we get from an
event in Jesus’ time to what
we read in the gospel today?” he asked.“Someone
around Jesus had an experience of an event. They
started telling somebody
and how the other person
heard the story changed
some details of the event.
Some people will write
down parts of the story
and when you start writing
you start interpreting again.
Then someone put all these
stories together, into a gospel, which becomes another

interpretation through the
editing process.”
Dunwoody said this explains how the four gospels
in the Bible tell similar stories, but in different ways.
Most of the New Testament is written in Greek,
Dunwoody said, although
in Jesus time most Jews
spoke Aramaic but many
also understood Greek. He
said the writers of Mark
knew Greek, “but not very
well. One way to look at
Mark is that he wrote in
Greek but in a very simple
Greek.”
Dunwoody said the Gospel of Mark speaks of re-

lease from sins rather than
forgiveness of sins, citing
chapter 1, verse 31 when
Simon’s mother-in-law is
“released” from her fever.
“Mark is saying physically
and spiritually Jesus has
come to release us from
from those things that have
kept us limited, it points to
freedom of our spirit.”
In verses 21 to 23, when
Jesus enters the synagogue
and begins teaching, a man
with an unclean spirit cries
out, “I know who you are,
the Holy One of God.’
“The unclean spirit knows
who this is yet the disciples
still haven’t quite figured
it out,” Dunwoody said. In
Mark, the apostles are portrayed as “not very bright,”
Dunwoody said, “Jesus has
to keep on explaining what
is happening.”
The Gospel of Mark starts
by stating The Beginning of
the gospel of Jesus Christ,
Son of God. By chapter
two Jesus is called the Son
of Man. “The Gospel of
Mark is telling us Jesus is
God and man right from the
beginning,” he said.
Contributed by
James Buchok

Synod of
Bishops
on the Family
In preparation for
the next Synod of
Bishops on the
Family, in the fall
of 2015, the Holy
See has asked for
a response from
any and all of the
faithful to a number of questions
which the Synod
Fathers will
discuss.
On the
Archdiocese of
Winnipeg website
at :
www.
archwinnipeg.ca
there is a letter
of invitation to
participate from
Archbishop
Richard Gagnon, a
list of questions,
and background
information.
Clergy and
Religious are also
invited to share
their views.
The deadline for
responding is
February 16, 2015.

Long before Maclean’s, a discussion of ‘is Winnipeg a city divided?’

M

onths before Maclean’s magazine
weighed in on the topic,
a group that included aboriginal leaders, local
journalists and a university professor gathered to
talk about: Is Winnipeg a
racist city?
Our Divided City: A discussion on racism, reconciliation, and the future of
Winnipeg, took place Nov.
26 at the University of
Winnipeg.
Writer and broadcaster
Rosanna Deerchild, who
was interviewed for the
Maclean’s article published in january, describes
the city as beautiful and full
of creative people, “but it’s
also this ugly place.” Deerchild is of Cree descent
and said she has suffered
blatant racist name calling
and also subtle signs of
distrust, such as people on
a bus shifting in their seats
or tightening the grip on
their purses. “I don’t want
your purse,” she said.
“Ignorance is bliss and
Canada is a very blissful
place,” Crowchild said.
“There’s a cure for that
called education. We have
to ask questions, especially the ones you’re not
supposed to ask. As long
as we don’t talk about it,

that’s when it festers, then
we have people making
assumptions about each
other. Until we fix it, racism will rip apart this
country.”
Shannon Buck is an aboriginal woman and owner
of EastWind Training and
Consulting, working in the
aboriginal community to
increase indigenous cultural safety and indigenous
cultural proficiency. Buck
says racism in Winnipeg,
“has always been there but
as we become more aware,
standing up for people and
land and water, the underlying current of racism has
been showing itself.”
She said too many Cana- From left, CBC Radio Winnipeg host and author Rosanna Deerchild and
dians have “a white sav- Shannon Buck of EastWind Training and Consulting
iour complex. ‘We’ll help
you, but our way,’ when
what we need is to bring ism is not talking about it,” marking your identity; candidate in the recent city
back tradition.” Buck said Sinclair said. “Treaties are Canada, Manitoba and mayor’s race was accused
aboriginals “are the fast- made among family. When Winnipeg. If people knew of making racist remarks.
est growing population in you talk about being a the meaning of those three “Now it’s out there and we
Canada. We have to find family, that is the way out words we would never are talking about it. There
have had the Red River is no action over anything
a way to work together to of racism.”
Sinclair
said
what
he
Rebellion, the tar sands, until you talk about it.”
build the nation that we
feels from white people or the mess that has been
“People who don’t know
were promised.”
Niigaanwewidam James “is a tremendous sense of made of Lake Winnipeg.” each other don’t get along,
Bartley Kives, city hall there is no sense of a whole
Sinclair, an activist and ‘get over it.’” He said if
professor at the University he asks a theatre of 200 reporter for the Winnipeg community responsibilof Manitoba, traces his students about indigenous Free Press said white peo- ity,” Kives said, adding
roots to St. Peter’s Indian people, most reply “I’ve ple think racism towards that an issue such as missaboriginals happened long ing and murdered aborigiSettlement originally es- never met one.”
“On your driver’s license ago. He said it’s not a bad nal women is thought of as
tablished by Chief Peguis.
“The insidious part of rac- there are Indian words thing that the wife of a “their problem, but it’s not,

it’s everybody’s problem.
If we’re not all doing great
then none of us is doing
great.” With the biggest
aboriginal population of
all Canadian cities, Kives
said, “we have an opportunity to do something here
that can’t be done elsewhere.”
Damon Johnston, President of the Aboriginal
Council of Winnipeg,
asked “is there something
about Winnipeg or is it
Canada?” Johnston called
the federal Indian Act of
1876, that still governs the
614 First Nation bands in
Canada, “one of the most
horrible pieces of legislation in the world. I have a
hard time believing the Indian Act is still there.”
Crowchild said before
reconciliation “there must
be truth. Why don’t people
know about residential
schools and the treaties?
We need to tell the truth
and hear the truth. “
The evening was sponsored by the Spectator Tribune website, dedicated to
covering life on the Canadian prairies.
Contributed by
James Buchok

The New Wine Press • 5

February 2015

‘Proclaiming Christ Always’ The Great Jubilee of our Centennial Year
Continued from p. 1
A piece of art that is to
become a focal point over
the next 12 months and
will mark the Jubilee Year
over the next century and
beyond, is being created
by iconographer Andre
Prevost, originally from
Manitoba, now working
and residing in North Vancouver, B.C.
Prevost has accepted a
commission to create an
icon of the Holy Family
to travel to all churches
throughout the archdiocese
before being permanently
installed at St. Mary’s
Cathedral. The Knights
of Columbus have been
enlisted to undertake the
safe and solemn transport
of the icon. Prevost’s body
of work extends through
British Columbia, Alberta,
Manitoba, Ireland, and the
United States, including
icons and murals.
The inauguration of the
Jubilee Year began with
solemn vespers Dec. 4 at
St. Mary’s Cathedral.
“The century of faith that
we celebrate this year, was
lived and continues to be
lived by real people within
the context of an incredible
period of history,” said Gagnon at the evening vespers. “Is it any wonder that
so many are amazed that
our Church is still present
and continues to live in a
spirit of renewal and even

I

youthfulness.”
On Dec. 4, 1915, Pope
Benedict XV announced
that the Archdiocese of
Winnipeg was to be formed
out of part of the Archdiocese of St. Boniface. The
first archbishop of Winnipeg, Most Reverend Alfred Arthur Sinnott, was
installed Dec. 24, 1916.
Gagnon related how Sinnott, at his installation as
archbishop, told the people
of the archdiocese, “your
name and your fame have
long since gone abroad
beyond the limits of Manitoba, and people in other
provinces have spoken
of you in terms which I
conceive to be the highest form of commendation. They have spoken of
you as Catholics whose
fidelity had been tested
and had not failed, whose
practice, carrying with it
the element of sacrifice,
contained a promise and
a hope for great achievement. Your name and fame
have gone even beyond the
broad Atlantic. And Rome,
the mother and mistress
of all the Churches, has
seen fit to recognize and
reward your fidelity by
erecting a new Cathedra
in your midst, to be your
crown and glory, not for a
day but for generations yet
unborn.”
From Oct. 22 to 24, St.
Paul’s College at the University of Manitoba is
hosting a conference en-

Archbishop of Winnipeg Richard Gagnon and Jubilee Committee Chair
Dr. John Stapleton cut the cake after Solemn Vespers opened the Archdiocese of Winnipeg’s Centennial Celebrations Dec. 4.
titled The Roman Catholic
Archdiocese of Winnipeg
at 100: Yesterday, Today

and Tomorrow. The college has issued a call for
abstracts for academic pa-

pers to be presented at the
conference. Organizers are
seeking proposals that will

provide insights into the
Roman Catholic Church in
western Canada and provide a better understanding
of the Archdiocese of Winnipeg.
The year will also include
an event honouring the Religious Orders in our archdiocese as well as a special
focus for the Chrism Mass
during Holy Week. Further
details will be available on
the archiocesan website,
www.archwinnipeg.ca, in
the archdiocesan weekly
bulletin and in upcoming
editions of the New Wine
Press. The Centennial Year
will be concluded on December 4,2015, at a special
Liturgy in St. Mary’s Cathedral.
The Archdiocese of
Winnipeg covers 116,400
square miles, west from
the Red River and Lake
Winnipeg to Saskatchewan, north to Barrows,
Man., and south to the U.S.
Border, serving 165,000
Catholics in six deaneries
containing 67 parishes, 22
missions and 10 reduced
service churches. There
are currently 65 diocesan
priests, including 19 retired, 15 religious priests,
106 sisters, 20 deacons,
four seminarians and one
brother.
Contributed by
James Buchok

Rossbrook House presents academic achievement awards

n the heart of one of Winnipeg’s most challenging
neighbourhoods sits Rossbrook House, a safe haven,
especially for children. In
the words of its late founder
Sr. Geraldine MacNamara
snjm, “no child who does
not want to be alone should
ever have to be.”
On Nov. 6 Rossbrook held
its annual open house and
celebrated the academic
achievements of the many
students, from elementary
years to university, who are
part of the school programs
sponsored by Rossbrook in
partnership with Winnipeg
School Division No. 1.
Co-executive
director
Maria Vigna said while
Rossbrook holds a number
of events to celebrate the
children, youth and young
adults who come through
its doors, “this one is my
favourite. I know how hard
the kids worked to get to
this point,” she said.
The students earned cash
awards towards their further education of $200 to
$2,000 for their work in
the Wi Wabigooni elemen-

Sr. Bernadette O’Reilly, right, presents a certificate of congratulations
to Monique Desjarlais on the completion of her Bachelor of Education.

tary school program affiliated with Victoria Albert
School; the Eagles’ Circle
junior high program affiliated with Hugh John MacDonald School; and Rising
Sun school, an alternative
program of Gordon Bell
High School. The university level scholarships were
awarded to graduates of

these programs who have
gone on to post secondary
studies.
Following the presentations an honour song was
sung and drummed by the
Spirit Sands Singers from
the Swan Lake First Nation.
“There’s a myth that if
you’re from the inner city

you’ll never make it,” said
singer Michael Esquash
before the performance.
“These young people
proved that it is a myth.
Be proud of who you are.
You’re not just proving it
to the world you’re proving it to yourself.” Esquash
told the scholarship recipients the younger kids are

watching them. “They will
see what is in front of them
and they’ll see it’s not too
hard to follow. Keep going,
keep trying and never give
up. We can’t sit and wait for
things to come to us. Don’t
stop here, keep going.”
Rossbrook House opened
in 1976 after MacNamara,
a law school graduate, secured an empty building
which could be converted
into a place that could provide an alternative to the
environment of the streets.
Rossbrook keeps its doors
open 365 days a year and
24 hours every weekend
and during all school holidays. Rossbrook recruits its
staff from the young people
who come to the centre on
a regular basis.
According to its website,
today, 1,500 children and
youth aged 6-24 years pass
through the doors annually
and there are up to 100 participants on a daily basis.
Rossbrook has an afterschool homework club,
young mom’s group, sports
and recreational activities,
Aboriginal cultural activi-

ties, leadership programs,
a music program, a money
management/matched savings program and a transformative writing program
for youth and adults in the
community.
In the last year a healthy
kitchen project started with
the construction of a commercial grade kitchen on
the premises providing
daily meals while teaching
about healthy eating and
cooking through hands on
experience.
There is also a strong focus on building employment capacity in youth,
including the White Sash
Keepers and Leaders Project and LET Youth Junior
staff program.
Rossbrook is supported
by three core funders, United Way of Winnipeg, the
Province of Manitoba and
the City of Winnipeg but
also depends on the generosity of a large community
of friends and donors.
Contributed by
James Buchok
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Catholic Schools Week Feb. 9-13, 2015

The Gift of a Catholic Education

C

Catholic Schools Week
celebrates the high standards
of excellence and quality of
education available to all
students in our early, middle,
and high schools.
Robert Praznik

Catholic.
At this time of year, the
Catholic schools in Winnipeg are hosting open
houses, and some have
already taken place, as
they begin the registration
process for the 2015/16
school year. I encourage
you to visit these open
houses or feel free to call

the schools to arrange a
visit so that your children
or grandchildren can take
full advantage of the benefits of a Catholic education. Catholic education
goes beyond preparation
for a secular life; it is an
education that prepares
students for a Christian
life. This is one of the
greatest gifts we can give
a child.
It is the reality of our cur-

www.archwinnipeg.ca/
catholic_schools

atholic Schools in
Manitoba will be celebrating Catholic Schools
Week February 9th – 13th
this year. The purpose of
Catholic Schools Week is
to build community awareness of and involvement
and support for Catholic
Schools throughout the
Province of Manitoba.
Catholic Schools Week
also celebrates the high
standards of excellence
and the quality of the education available to all students in our early, middle,
and high schools. We still
believe in homework. We
are faith communities that
strive to live gospel values
each and every day. Faith
and values are incorporated into all aspects of
school life and curriculum. We are proud to be

rent situation that Catholic Schools of Manitoba
only receive partial funding from the government.
Our schools operate with
the support and efforts of
parents, families, pastors,
parishes, religious orders,
the Knights of Columbus, and the staff of our
schools and the faithful of
the Archdiocese. It is only
through the contributions
of so many that we are

able to offer a high quality
Catholic education to approximately five thousand
students in the Province
each year. Your support
and prayer is very much
appreciated.
Catholic Education is an
investment in the future
of a child and society. It
is one of the greatest gifts
you can give a child be-

cause faith, morals, and
values last a lifetime.
God Bless.
Robert Praznik
Director of Education
Archdiocese of
Winnipeg
Catholic Schools
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Catholic Schools Week Feb. 9-13, 2015
St. Augustine
School

Holy Ghost School

“Learning in His Spirit”
Kindergarten – Grade 8
330 – 3rd Street
Brandon, Manitoba
Ph. (204) 729-3285

S

t. Augustine School seeks to provide a safe educational environment for all students which will allow growth academically, physically, socially, emotionally and spiritually. A school
environment is created in which a belief in God’s teachings are integrated into the school program and stressed as a way of life.

Kindergarten to Grade 8
333 Selkirk Ave., Winnipeg
Phone: 582-1053
email: office@holyghostschool.ca
website: www.holyghostschool.ca
Principal: Ms. J. Siska
Pastor: Fr. Alfred Grzempa, OMI

2015 -2016

Captain Miles MacDonell Assembly #0370 Knights of Columbus
39th Annual Dinner & Draw in support of Catholic Parochial School Education
St. Ignatius Catholic School will be the 2015 Recipient of the Funds
Date: Wednesday, April 29th, 2015, 6 p.m. Cocktail Hour / 7 p.m. Dinner.
Location: St. John XXIII Parish Auditorium 3390 Portage Ave., Winnipeg
Cost: Dinner & Draw ticket $60 Draw only ticket $30
($25.00 tax receipt to be provided) Limited ticket printing of 350
Over the past 10 years in excess of $100,000 has been raised for Catholic Education
For tickets: Call the St. Ignatius Catholic School Ofﬁce at 204-475-1386 or
S.K. Stan Blady at 204-837-6465 or S.K. Bob Girouard at 204-488-2968
MGCC 2015 RAFFLE LICENSE # LGA-5127-RF
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Addictions are secretly suffered by many, including parishioners

A

ddictions are suffered
by all manner of people in all areas of life, and
the more places they can
seek help, the more likely
they will find it, including
in their churches.
Good Shepherd Parish
in Portage la Prairie, with
the support of Archbishop
Richard Gagnon, hosted
a training session Jan. 18
for churches interested in
creating a ministry to help
community members with
addictions, depression and
anxiety.
Good Shepherd had created a ministry for addiction, depression and
anxiety following the
discernment of its parish
council. The members of
the ministry invited Mary
Martin, director of the
Michigan-based National
Catholic Council on Addictions, to lead a training
session and opened the
training to all parishes of
the archdiocese.
“It’s not about judging,”
said Martin. “We’re not
perfect, nobody’s perfect,”
said Martin. “It’s about
trying to open our doors
to understand another person. And we don’t need to
always know the answers,
but we’ll get better and
better at finding the answers.”
The NCCA is dedicated
to helping priests, women
and men religious and parishioners. The mission of
NCCA is carried forth as a

service of Guest House, an
addiction treatment centre
for Catholic clergy and
men and women religious.
Martin provided an outline of a Substance Addictions Ministry (SAM)
and the various forms one
could take depending on
the needs and culture of a
parish, and the best kinds
of people for such a ministry.
“The first thing is to be
a caring person,” Martin
said. “You might find a
person in another ministry
who is ready for a change,
and they don’t need to be
every week practicing
Catholics, just good caring people. This can be a
chance for your church to
attract people who are not
yet in a ministry.”
Martin said there there
are people in every church
who know about Alcoholics Anonymous or Narcotics Anonymous or AlAnon or Alateen, “but you
may not know they are
there.” Martin said recovering addicts have much to
offer to a SAM team but
they must be at least one
year clean and sober. For
these people, “it’s about
living the Twelfth Step,”
she said. “It’s about giving back.” And, she added,
those in recovery must
continue attending their
own support programs.
“Their helping in this ministry does not replace the
work they have to continue

community or private addictions programs and services, and then advising
those in need of were to go
next.
Martin said churches can
partner to provide services,
and to keep in mind what
might be available at other
non-Catholic
churches
nearby.
Factors for churches to
consider include whether
the pastor and leadership
are supportive of this ministry; and what might the
congregation need to better understand the ministry? And what style is
most likely to be successMary Martin, director of Michigan-based National Catholic Council on ful at your parish?
Addictions, with Rev. Eric Giddins, pastor at Good Shepherd Church Martin said the church
pastor has final approval
in Portage la Prairie, Man.
on all ministry members.
to do themselves,” Martin
cause they feel bad for you presentations with recov- “Sometimes it’s not easy
said. Or they may not have
or want another ministry to ery specialists, open to all to get the approval of the
been in therapy but have
stay busy with. You need and provided as a commu- pastor, not that you can do
a working knowledge of
the right kind of caring, nity service, and including much without your pashow that works. “It’s the
nonjudgmental people.”
information for those in tor’s support.”
fellowship idea,” Martin
Another model provides
The SAM model calls for need on what to do next; to
said. “the community of
a two-year commitment a confidential referral and opportunities for spirirecovery.”
from its ministers, and support group of individu- tuality and prayer with a
Martin said members
confidentiality is of vital als who can be contacted regular Healing Mass or
of a SAM team must be
the Rosary for Recovery,
importance. “If that’s bro- for help.
emotionally stable. “You
ken, it’s broken,” Martin
Martin knows a pastor followed by a social gathare not seeking those who
said. “What is said here, who made himself the first ering.
are out to solve their own
“When you’re at the botstays here.”
point of contact for someproblems. It’s hard to fire
But a church addic- one seeking help, and tom there’s not a lot you
a volunteer, so discern
tion ministry is not about then he passes them on to want to do. But if you
well.”
group sharing and it’s not someone in the church’s know there’s a Mass with
She said getting started
that specific intention, you
a recovery program. It’s addictions ministry.
may take time but not to
for providing informaShe said an addictions might go,” Martin said.
be discouraged if there are
tion about how and where ministry works as a kind
only a handful interested
to seek help. Martin de- of clearing house with the
in helping. “You only need
Contributed by
scribed three SAM models team gathering informaa few to get started but
James Buchok
that range from monthly tion and learning about
make sure it’s not just be-

Latin Mass ‘can help us wake up, and take up the call of holiness’

T

he traditional Latin
Mass includes periods
of deep silence providing a
space for the union of the
hearts and minds of the
faithful, but that doesn’t
mean you shouldn’t bring
your kids, says an English
Roman Catholic priest,
scholar and lecturer.
When the silence is broken by a child speaking or
crying out “or dropping a
book on the floor,” said Fr.
John Saward, at St. Ann’s
Church in Winnipeg Oct.
9, “that’s a good problem
to have. If we don’t have
children in the church,
where would we be? In
the Latin Mass the noise
of the children somehow
accentuates the silence.
And the parents are always more bothered than
the priest.”
Saward is parish priest
of Saint Gregory & Saint
Augustine’s near Oxford,
England. He is Oxford
educated and has been a
lecturer and professor at St
Cuthbert’s College, Dur-

Since 2011 St. Ann’s in Winnipeg
has been offering a weekly Latin
Mass, Winnipeg’s first official Latin
mass in nearly three decades. The
mass was created with the co-operation of the Archdiocese of Winnipeg
and Archdiocese of St. Boniface.

Fr. John Saward

ham, England, St Charles
Borromeo Seminary in
Philadelphia, and the International Theological Institute in Gaming, Austria.
He is also married and
has three daughters. After
being ordained an Anglican priest in 1972, he was
received into and ordained
in the Roman Catholic
Church under papal dispensation in 1979.
Saward said the quiet of
the Latin Mass, from the offertory onwards, “provides
a space as we gaze at the

elevated host. The union
of our hearts and minds is
what the church means as
active participation. The
silence of the canon gives
us a space in which that
can happen.” The silence
is the time for “the secret
prayers of the priest,” he
said, imitating the way Jesus prayed in Gethsemane
and on the cross. “Dumb
as a lamb before his shearer,” Saward said, quoting
Isiah 53:7.
Saward said the traditional Latin Mass, also known

as the extraordinary form
or Tridentine Mass, named
for the Council of Trent
(Italy), 1545 to 1563, “can
help us to wake up and
take up the call of holiness.
The Latin Mass doesn’t
have exclusive power to
make us saints, any form
of Mass will do that,” he
said. “It is Christ himself
who is the author of our
sanctification, who will
make us holy if we allow
the gift of his resurrection
to save us.”
The evening was presented by Winnipeg’s newlycreated Society of St.
Dominic’s, a private association of the lay faithful

with a mission “to rediscover the contemplative
Catholic tradition through
the lives and writings of
her Saints, her arts and
her liturgy.” The society
plans to present an ongoing series of lectures and
cultural events.
Since 2011 St. Ann’s has
been offering the Latin
Mass Sundays at 11 a.m.,
Winnipeg’s first official
Latin mass in nearly three
decades. The mass was
created with the co-operation of the Archdiocese of
Winnipeg and the Archdiocese of St. Boniface after
Pope Benedict XVI declared that those who want

to worship using the traditional Latin liturgy should
be given the opportunity.
“The words and actions
of the older Roman Mass
have a particular power
to arouse devotion and
reverence,” Saward said.
“Prayers of the traditional
mass prepare us for mystical union with the trinity.”
Saward described how
during the Mass the celebrant faces east. “The
dawn of each day is s
natural symbol of God
and paradise because God
is light and the Garden of
Eden was in the east.”
Saward said there is no
holiness “without a spiritual battle and the Mass
begins by calling us to
spiritual battle, the spiritual
battle we find ourselves in
as fallen children of Adam
and Eve. “
Contributed by
James Buchok

The New Wine Press • 9

February 2015

Archdiocese of Winnipeg Annual Financial Report
Dear sisters and brothers,
nce again we are
pleased to present our
statement of operations; as
always, the report speaks of
the generosity of the People
of God.

O

We are fortunate to have a
very active and competent
finance council who advise
me on the financial resources of the Archdiocese. We
are also blessed to have a
strong team in the finance

department at the Catholic
Centre.
The statement that we are
presenting reflects the financial report of the Archdiocese on June 30, 2014.
The complete audited re-

port has been approved by
the members of the Finance
Council. If you would like
more details, please contact
our Chief Financial Officer
Rhonda Chorney at (204)
478-3203.

Once again thanks for your
generosity!

+Richard Gagnon
Archbishop of Winnipeg

2014 Financial
Highlights

W

e are pleased to provide this report on
the operating revenues
and expenditures of the
Roman Catholic Archiepiscopal Corporation of
Winnipeg for the fiscal
year ended June 30, 2014.
The accompanying Statement of Operations, which
is based upon the audited
financial statements of the
Corporation, summarizes
the sources of revenue
and lists the ministry areas and services provided
to the parishes and missions of the Archdiocese
of Winnipeg.
Revenues
Total operating revenue
for 2014 was $3,018,312
compared to $3,079,709
in 2013, a $61,397 (-2%)
decrease.
The Sharing God’s Gifts
annual appeal and the parish assessment continue to
generate the major portion
of Archdiocesan funding.
Combined contributions
totaled $2,183,839 in 2014
for a decrease of $59,875
(-2.7%) from 2013, and
represented 77% (201374%) of total operating
revenues.
Donations, grants and
bequests totaled $295,103
in 2014, down $175,681
from 2013. The decrease
is mainly attributable to
a reduction in donations
and bequests received.
Once again, this funding
helps us to continue with
our efforts in strengthening our priests’ pension
plan. Generally, these
sources of funds are directed towards seminarian education. There was
an increase in revenue for
workshops, conferences,
and programs of approximately $24,000.
Expenditures
Expenditures for Archdiocesan services totaled
$1,610,926 compared to
$1,48,207 in 2013. This
was an increase of approximately $130,000 or
9%. Expenditure increases and decreases varied
between departments and
ministry areas as resourc-

Archdiocesan
Finance
Council
Most Reverend
Richard Gagnon
Reverend
W. Richard Arsenault
Allen Agpalza
Rhonda Chorney
Charles Henaire
Reverend Monsignor
D. Ward Jamieson
Ralph Piasta
Guy Prefontaine
Silva de Sousa
William Wachko
Sr. Susan Wikeem
s.n.j.m.

Archdiocese
of Winnipeg
Fast Facts
Catholic
population 165,000
Deaneries and parishes

Deaneries - 6
Parishes - 67
Missions - 22
Reduced Service
Churches - 10
Priests and Religious
Diocesan Priests
(including retired
Priests) - 65
Religious Priests - 15
Deacons - 20
Seminarians - 4
Brothers - 1
Sisters - 106
The Sacraments
Baptisms – 1434
First Communions
- 987
Confirmations - 808
Marriages - 241
Christian Initiation of
Adults - 19
Catholic Schools
es were reallocated. Youth
and young adult program
expenses were able to stay
stable even with the increase in revenue in these
programs.
Clergy expenditures totaled $467,334, compared
to $435,479 in 2013. Other major items include
mission support, seminary
and vocations and building operations. Support

Revenues

to home missions in 2014
decreased by $5,479 from
$112,588 to $107,109.
Building operations expenditures decreased by $65,
281 which was a 62% decrease. Seminary expenditures were $197,581 down
by $16,007 from 2013.
Total operational expenditures were $3,027,888 in
2014, a $103,614 (4.0%)
increase from 2013.

Results
These operating activities
resulted in a deficiency
of revenue over expenditures of $(9,576) for 2014.
After other items which
included $339,198 in unrealized investment gains,
we ended up with an overall excess of revenue over
expenses of $329,622.

Expenditures

Concluding Comments
The Archdiocese of Winnipeg is extremely grateful
to all who contribute their
time, skills and resources
to the needs of the Church
in our communities. We
recognize that it is only
through your commitment
and generosity that we
continue to respond and to
serve.

Parish Schools - 7
Schools run by
religious orders - 2
Number of students in
all schools - 3,414
Cathechetics
Number of children in
Cathechetics
- 3,900
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Come and See – Nathanael: The Next Generation

hen I journeyed through
RCIA on my way to
full communion in the church
back in 1997, my (now) wife
and her family remarked that
what I was learning about the
church was far and above what
they learned through their catechism programs and Catholic
school when they were growing up. The RCIA program instilled in me an intense passion
for learning about our church
and a real thirst for knowledge
of our history. Then, as so often happens, life takes a turn
where you don’t expect it, and
this passion for learning turned
to more mundane things such

D
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as studying for finals, convocation from university, and
looking for a job, as well as
exciting life moments such as
getting married, moving to a
new city and province, starting a family. But a seed was
planted.
Now fast forward nearly 16
years. My wife asks me if I
had heard of the Nathanael
program and had I given it any
thought. To be honest, I hadn’t
– on both accounts. She suggested I go take a look and
see what it’s about, as a new
session was starting that fall. I
humoured her and said “sure,
I’ll go.” I had no idea what a

faith formation program was
– I certainly didn’t have the
time to commit over the next
three years.
And then I went, and met
some of the team during their
Come and See session at Our
Lady of Perpetual Help parish.
I discovered that we would be
learning about different spiritualities within our church,
about prayer. We would learn
about the history and context of Holy Scripture. About
Theology and the Liturgy. We
would grow as people in an intensely personal way. It might
be difficult, the team said. My
interest and excitement grew

the more I learned about the
program. The seed within me
started to sprout and grow.
Fast forward once again to
September, 2013. I was nervous and excited – almost
like that feeling you got as a
kid getting ready for the new
school year. “What if I don’t
know anyone? What if I don’t
know what to say?” I asked
my wife. She replied to me
simply, wisely, “Be open to
the Spirit.”
The last year and a half have
flown by at a speed that I can
barely comprehend. I knew
one person that first meeting,
but have since grown to be-

come friends with everyone
there. Nearly forty people
(Nathanael team included!) of
various ages and backgrounds;
we come from different places spiritually, but all ended up
here because we answered the
call that was in our hearts. We
are a community of travellers
learning and growing together,
living the gospel for the world
around us.
Nathanael has given me an
opportunity to not only learn
about my faith and my spiritual life, but also an opportunity to understand where the
Catholic church came from
historically, to learn about the

Winnipeg Serra Club Dinner Oct. 23

o you love God? Do you
love The Church?
These two questions were
asked of a young man considering a call to the priesthood.
They combined to become the
deciding factor in the personal
faith journey of Archbishop
Richard Gagnon.
In an animated address to
the annual Serra Club dinner, Most Reverend Richard
Gagnon, Archbishop of Winnipeg, detailed his call to the
priesthood in a way that described it as not only a holy
and world-important job, but
also an exciting life of wonder
and fulfillment.
The Archbishop told of the
different kinds of personalities which come to the service
of God. He gave the example
of the intellectual, introvert
Pope Benedict and the polar-opposite extroverts Pope
Francis with his outgoing persona and Pope John Paul II, a
playwright, showing God has
a role for all of us who would
do His work.
The Archbishop also emphasized the importance of the

Guy Coughlin, Marlene Coughlin, Irene Kirouac
and Archbishop Richard Gagnon.
sacrament of reconciliation in
daily life. Referring to a Papal
quote, he told about how “confession keeps us honest with
God, with others, and with
ourselves.” It provides the
humbling of oneself which, in
turn, provides the virtue of humility in our lives, he added.
The Serra Club of Winnipeg’s
Annual Dinner was held Oct.
23, 2014 at the Caboto Centre

with about 240 in attendance.
The event raises funding for
vocations, providing seminary
students with financial assistance. The evening began with
a welcome and Serra Club
update by Guy Coughlin. Mr.
Coughlin was congratulated
on his recent election to president of Serra Canada Council.
The Archbishop told why
he is very supportive of, and

familiar with, what the Serra
Club stands for and does. He
quoted Pope John Paul II referring to the Serrans as: “The
Vocation Arm of the Church”
Winnipeg Serra Club offers
heartfelt thanks to those who
worked to make the evening a
success, those who gave sponsorship to the evening, those
who gave donations and those
who bought tickets to the dinner. People attended from
Brandon, Virden, Gimli and
other areas of the province,
and the Winnipeg parishes
were great supporters. Serra
Club executives were pleased
to have five young men from
St. Paul’s High School among
those who accepted information pamphlets on the structure
and activities of Serra Club to
help spread the word.
Serra Club Winnipeg President Irene Kerouac, Secretary
Marlene Coughlin and Serra
Canada Council President Guy
Coughlin, presented proceeds
from the dinner of $12,500
to the archbishop on Oct. 31
to help support students in the
seminary.

T

story through the scriptures
of God’s unconditional love
for us interwoven through
that story. I have been given
opportunities to learn about
different kind of prayers, and
about what it means to be a
person of prayer. Most importantly, I have been challenged
to truly live my faith – to put
into action where my heart
was pointing me. The seed
that was sprouted within me
continues to grow, like a tree.
Perhaps like the fig tree that
Jesus saw Nathanael under
(John 1:46-50).
Contributed by
Rudy Callbeck

Christmas in October
at St. Maurice School

he Grade 7 and 8 students
and staff of St. Maurice
School, under the guidance of
Ms. Anita Andrew and Mrs.
Carrie Shillingford, celebrated
record breaking success with
their Christmas in October
campaign. Christmas in October is an annual campaign with
the St. Maurice Junior High
students, staff, and families
participating in to raise “gift”
money for the four sponsorship children they support
through the Chalice Program.
The additional donated funds
collected during this October
campaign are sent directly to
the sponsorship families and
are in addition to the funding
of the regular sponsorship
through Chalice.
This year, the students themselves, under the guidance of
Miss Stacey Teetaert, ICT
teacher, created a catalog to

show the various items the
money raised may be used for.
The students researched the
cost of the items in the various
countries the sponsor children
live in, namely Haiti, Philippines, Ghana, and Bolivia,
and then converted the prices
to Canadian dollars. A flyer
was created and the students
collected monetary donations
from friends and families. The
donor names were hung from
gift tags placed on trees in each
of the respective homerooms,
for example ,“Grandma Jones
bought a chicken!”
The campaign was an overwhelming success and raised
more than $3,600. Congratulations to all involved and
thank you to all of those who
have so positively impacted
the lives of our sponsor children!

Sr. Marcelline Celebrates 60 Years

St. Paul’s College Celebrates Diversity

O
S

t. Paul’s College at the University of Manitoba celebrated an Hispanic Mass and pot-luck on
Dec. 14, 2014 and an African Mass and pot-luck on Dec. 18, World Migrants Day (see picture
above). With the diversity on the campus and the importance of faith and culture, the college encourages such celebrations as a way of affirming its young people. National Catholic Students
Week took place Feb. 1-8. It is a “festival of faith” across the country organized by the Canadian
Catholic Students Association and th Canadian Catholic Campus Ministry Association. On Feb.
4 an informal Mass was celebrated with Archbishop Gagnon followed by a “bring your bag
lunch.” This was a chance for students and all young people to meet the archbishop. On Feb. 8,
to conclude the week, the Filipino Students organized a Filipino (bilingual English-Filipino) Mass
and pot-luck meal.
— Sr. Elaine Baete SGM
Director of Campus Ministry

n Sept. 28, 2014 St. Joseph the Worker Parish in Russell honoured Sr.
Marcelline Pasloski as she
celebrated 60 years since
she made her Monastic Profession as a Benedictine Sister. She was presented with
a gift and flowers by parish
trustee Jim Roszell on behalf of the parish during the
Sunday mass celebrated by
Fr. Norberto Monton, and
Deacon Conrad Plante.
In her thank-you to the
parishioners Sr. Marcelline
expressed her gratitude to
everyone; “60 years for me
is a time to be grateful for

the many blessings I have
received during these past
precious years. I’m grateful
for the places and persons
who have touched my life.
Out of the 60 years, 38 consecutive years have been
spent in Russell, in health
care service and as a member of this parish faith community. Thank you for your
support and your prayers!
God Bless You All!”
After Mass everyone gathered downstairs in the parish hall to enjoy a feast prepared by the Filipino parish
families.
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Great things happening in prison ministry,
yet so much more to be done

The View from
Micah House

C

atholics are doing
wonderful work in
prison ministry, but not
enough of it.
A tri-diocesan gathering in Winnipeg Nov. 20
for all who are involved
in, or interested in joining prison ministry,
heard that a U.S. study
found only five per cent
of those volunteering in
prison ministry are Catholic and more than 80 per
cent of those Catholics
are women.
“Our Protestant and
Mennonite friends are
the mainstays,” said
prison ministry volunteer Louis Balcaen, one
of many contributors to
the meeting, held to let
people know what’s been
happening in prison ministry and recruit more to
the cause.
The Archdioceses of
Saint Boniface, Winnipeg and the Ukrainian
Archeparchy
formed
the tri-diocesan initiative on prison ministry in
late 2012. The ministry
works primarily in the
Manitoba Youth Centre
in Winnipeg, Headingley Correctional Centre west of the city and
Stony Mountain Institution north of Winnipeg.
Its task, committee
leaders say, is made challenging because of the
widely-held perception
that serving time in prison is justice in itself, or
that retribution is more
effective than mediation
and restorative measures.
Exaggerated fears and
myths among the public
prevents people from engaging in helping those
who are in prison.
Yet, say the chaplains,
volunteers, and former
inmates in attendance,
the work of prison ministry brings hope to those
behind bars.
Deacon Colin Peterson,
chaplain at Headingley, said the main thing
a chaplain or volunteer
can do “is bear witness
to the truth.” He said inmates are constantly told
“you’re no good, you’re
stupid and useless.
They’re told this with
blows and by neglect
and by empty bowls and
empty homes. A chaplain’s job is to show them
God loves them and sees
what’s good in them. A
chaplain prays that we
can see them the way
God sees them.”
“We’re not in the busi-

I

Left, Deacon Colin Peterson, chaplain at Headingley Correctional
Centre and Bo Gajda, retired former chaplain at Stony Mountain
Institution.

ness of fixing people or
changing people, “ Peterson said. “Our purpose is
to bear witness to God’s
love for them and to
make that love tangible
to them.”
A former inmate told
the group that in prison
he felt like he’d been
thrown into a jungle
where he didn’t know
who was safe to talk to
and survival was minute
to minute and day to day.
“We (inmates) don’t
know how to help each
other,” he said. “It’s so
lonely the only thing you
want is someone to talk
to. Without the chaplain
I felt like there was nobody.” He said in an institution “you don’t hear
anything positive from
anyone.”
He said because of
prison ministry he could
attend Mass and afterwards share fellowship.
He is grateful for the volunteers and everything
they give up to be there.
“It made me feel like a
person to have someone
listen to my problems.
Being out now, I really
owe it to the volunteers.
I’m happy to have my
life back and see you
guys on the outside.”
But the outside presents
many challenges for exinmates who have only
the same home life to
return to, and the same
friends that led to prison
in the first place.
This is where some of
the very good work is being done by Catholic prison ministry in Manitoba,
with, for example, Future
Hope, which oversees
three programs; Next
Step, Quixote House
and Massie House, in an
effort to bring a stable
community-oriented en-

vironment into the lives
of former prisoners.
Next Step holds weekly
meetings at which participants can share their
struggles and accomplishments, in an atmosphere of trust and the
readiness to be affirmed
or challenged. Some are
still inmates or parolees, living in a halfway
house, or with family.
Quixote House in
downtown Winnipeg is a
residence opened in 2008
by the Jesuit community
where about six parolees
at a time can live with
two or three of the Fathers for a fixed period
of time, in safety and
companionship, while
becoming
financially
stable and emotionally
grounded.
It soon became clear
some residents of Quixote
House needed more time
for a successful re-entry
into society so when the
house next door became
available in 2010 it was
transformed into Massie
House, named after Jesuit Fr. Brian Massie who
was a prison chaplain
in Jamaica and Canada.
Massie House has four
one-bedroom, self-contained apartments, rented at reasonable rates to
Quixote House alumni,
all former participants
in Next Step. Massie
House residents serve as
examples for those new
to Next Step and Quixote House, who will see
there are successful models to emulate.
The gathering also heard
of an initiative led by the
Bishop of Victoria, B.C.,
Most Reverend Gary
Gordon, the liaison to
Correctional Ministry for
the Canadian Conference
of Catholic Bishops. The

plan is called The Catholic Connections in Restorative Justice Network
and its first national conference was held in September in Quebec. The
first phase of the project
is to identify the cross
Canada community of
Catholics “called to be in
service to those touched
by crime.”
Charlette Novak, chaplain at Stony Mountain,
attended the conference
as did a number of others
at the Winnipeg gathering. Novak said when
Correctional
Services
Canada cut 49 part-time
chaplains working in
Canada’s federal prisons in Oct., 2012, “I felt
defeated. I know how
important those community chaplains were to
our inmates when they
leave. When they get out,
where do they go? Many
are institutionalized and
haven’t made decisions
for themselves in years.”
Novak said with the
vision of a national network, “the Catholic
Church is starting to fill
in that gap and we’re
looking at things across
Canada and here we have
the commitment that our
Catholic Church is stepping up and is going to
help fill the void. There
still is hope, the conference made me feel like
coming back here and
working harder. Our parishes are going to step up
and help integrate those
fellows into society.” It
can be done, Novak said,
emphasizing success depends on “the importance
of volunteers with the
support of our church.”
Contributed by
James Buchok

s Winnipeg the most racist city in Canada? Part
of me would like this to be true because it would
mean that the rest of Canada was not as racist. But
we all know that racism exists across our country
and everywhere. It is easy to say that racism is not
the problem, but poverty and crime is. However in
our city and province, the poor happen to be largely
aboriginal and the prison population happens to be
largely aboriginal. How did this state of affairs come
to be? There is a history of treating the First Nations
people as different and less than the others in our society. of ignoring their culture and traditions or dismissing them as not civilized enough. We live in a
culture that values money and the pursuit of wealth
above all else and the First Nation culture runs counter to that system. These are generalizations, I know.
I also know that racism is not just limited to First
Nations but to anyone who does not seem to fit into
our pursuit of wealth and society. This includes the
homeless, the addicted and the mentally ill. All face
discrimination.
We can’t deny that racism and discrimination exist but what are we doing to change that reality? We
hear and see aboriginals living in squalid conditions,
we see the homeless in our downtown areas, we hear
of children living in hotels without family supports,
and we are given evidence of the imbalance in educational funding between schools on reserves and
other schools. I am afraid that most of the time we
shrug and say it is not our problem. How many have
thought that if the Aboriginal community wanted to
improve their situation they should “clean up their
own act” or just leave it for the various levels of government to deal with? Everyone knows that without
a push from the voting public some issues are just
not important to political parties. I am afraid that too
many people are of the view that Aboriginals and the
vulnerable, those different than “us,” are the authors
of their own misfortune and therefore are not worthy
of assistance. It is easier to look the other way, or to
stare derisively while passing on the street.
Ovide Mercredi, former Assembly of First Nations
grand chief said it best: “I am different, I should not
be discriminated against. I have a right to be different. If we all agreed on the right to be different, it
would go a long way.” We have to stop looking at
people and automatically pigeon-holing them by the
colour of their skin, the dialect of their speech, the job
they are employed in, and the money in their bank account. We are all created in God’s image. God made
us black, white, brown, blue-eyed, brown-eyed etc.
We are all the recipients of his love. We are commanded to love one another unconditionally.
There are those who are working hard to overcome
and eliminate the racism that exists and their efforts
should be proclaimed and supported. But each of us
has a responsibility to do our part. Rather than react in
fear to the approach of someone, smile. Lend a helping hand when one is needed. Start a conversation
and most importantly listen to the voices of others.
Advocate for a world that is not made up of “us” and
“them.” Advocate for a world where the human dignity of all is respected, where all have shelter, food,
quality education and employment opportunities.
Reach out and become involved in organizations and
initiatives that are trying to make a difference. Start
with your family, teach your children not to discriminate, to value each human being and to celebrate their
differences. When we work to eliminate racism together, in true love and recognition of the God in each
of us, and not with a superior “I know what is best”
attitude, change will happen in ways better than we
can even imagine. This is God’s covenant with us.
Patti Fitzmaurice is coordinator at
Micah House, the Archdiocese of Winnipeg’s
Catholic Centre for Social Justice
1039 Main St., Winnipeg, R2W 3R2
Phone (204) 589-5393
sjustice@mymts.net Join us on Facebook
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A message from Archbishop Richard Gagnon
The Great Jubilee
of our Centennial Year
Dear Brothers and Sisters
in Christ,
Beginning with the first Sunday of Advent, November 30, 2014, the Archdiocese of Winnipeg entered
the Centennial year of our establishment as an Archdiocese. On December 4, 1915, in his Papal Bull, Inter Praecipuas, Pope Benedict XV, erected our new
archdiocese from the Archdiocese of St. Boniface which, at one time, had included all of western Canada. The Most Reverend Alfred Arthur Sinnott was named as
the first archbishop, and over the following 100 years our faith community grew
remarkably as new families settled in our young country, and continue to do so.
The past 100 years also saw hundreds of clergy and religious from all over the
world minister to the People of God in southwestern Manitoba and the institutions built by the Church contributed to the development of the province of Manitoba. The first inhabitants of Manitoba, the First Nations People, also received
the Gospel from our forebearers, and this relationship continues today. Yet much
healing and reconciliation remains a focal point due to the abuses associated with
the Residential School System. The Centennial Year will present opportunities to
further this work of relationships and healing.
Marking this Great Jubilee of our Centennial Year, we cannot help but look with
gratitude towards our sister archdiocese, the Archdiocese of St. Boniface, which
in many ways is also our mother. The lived faith of those who came before us,
the settlers from Quebec and parts of eastern Canada and Europe as well as the
unique culture of the Metis people, has enabled the Archdiocese of Winnipeg to
grow and flourish and welcome the many newcomers who have made their home
in this land.
As Advent is the beginning of a new Liturgical Year in the life of the Church, so
our Centennial Year is also a new day in the life of the Archdiocese of Winnipeg.
Our 10 year Pastoral Vision, Building a Church of Communion has come to completion and we look forward to a new day as we prepare for our future together.
We have chosen as our centennial theme: Proclaiming Christ Always. Let us be
grateful for the proclamation of faith over these past 100 years, let us continue to
Proclaim Christ with enthusiasm to the men and women of today, and let us ask
the Lord for the Grace to build the Kingdom of God during the next 100 years in
our archdiocese.

H

To mark this important celebration of faith, a variety of events are being planned
over the coming year. The Centennial Year opened with the celebration of Vespers
on Dec. 4, 2014 at St. Mary’s Cathedral in Winnipeg. Central to our Centennial
celebrations will be a grand liturgical celebration for the whole archdiocese at
the MTS Centre in Winnipeg on Sunday, May 3, 2015, at 1 pm. This will be a
celebration of the Holy Spirit as we enter our second 100 years and a significant
way to worship as a Church of Communion in the heart of Winnipeg! All of the
Confirmations throughout the archdiocese will be celebrated at this liturgy and the
parishes, religious communities, schools, institutions and charitable apostolates
will be invited to be part of the Liturgical procession. I invite everyone in the
Archdiocese of Winnipeg to mark your calendars in anticipation of this event and
to wait for the details to follow in the near future.
Throughout the coming Centennial Year, there will be many projects which are
now in development, such as an Academic Conference on the Catholic Church in
Western Canada, sponsored by St. Paul’s College and the Archdiocese of Winnipeg; an event honouring the Religious Orders in our archdiocese; a work of art
as a legacy project; a Centennial Prayer Banner, a newly composed Eucharistic
Hymn as well as a special focus for the Chrism Mass during Holy Week . The
Centennial Year will be concluded on December 4,2015, at a special Liturgy in St.
Mary’s Cathedral. You will be informed about each of these events and celebrations as we move into our Centennial Year. We must not forget, however, that an
event such as our 100th Anniversary should also be celebrated at the local level
during this coming year, in our parishes, schools, hospitals and health care facilities and groups forming the apostolate of charity. I look forward to hearing how
local initiatives are developed during this special year. Needless to say, we will
need many volunteers for the Sunday, May 3 event and I know that the People of
God will respond with dedication and enthusiasm.
The celebration of a Great Jubilee such as our 100th Anniversary is a once in a
lifetime event that will build up our community of faith and assist us to look to the
future with hope. I am deeply grateful to our Archdiocesan Centennial Committee
and the various sub-committees for their hard work and dedication. Our Centennial Jubilee is indeed an occasion of great joy and I ask for your support and your
prayers as we Proclaim Christ Always!

Most Reverend Richard Gagnon
Archbishop of Winnipeg

Pastoral Vision

undreds of the faithful in the Archdiocese
of Winnipeg gathered Oct. 16 at St. Paul the
Apostle Church for Mass with Archbishop Richard Gagnon to celebrate the conclusion of the
ten-year Archdiocesan Pastoral Vision and look
ahead to the Archdiocesan centennial in 2015.
Gagnon’s predecessor, Archbishop James
Weisgerber, introduced the Pastoral Vison:
Building a Church of Communion, in 2005
calling for a renewed focus on liturgy, stewardship, faith formation and community building. Weisgerber said his intention was “to set
priorities for the next ten years so that we
can celebrate our centennial with minds and
hearts renewed.”
Gagnon said the past decade in the archdiocese “was an honourable moment in God’s life.
If we look at the greater church, something
happened. Hundreds of people were involved
in many capacities.” — Photo by Richard Bruneau

Archbishop Gagnon’s Schedule
Tues., Feb. 10
Fri., Feb. 13

3:00 PM
8:45 AM

Tues., Feb.17
5:00 PM
Wed., Feb. 18 12:00 PM
Sat., Feb. 21
11:00 AM
Sun. Feb. 22
Feb. 23-27

2:30 PM

Sun., March 1 11:30 AM
Sun., March 8
Tues., March 10 10:30 AM
4:00 PM
Thurs., March 12 11:00 AM
2:30 PM

The
A publication of the
Archdiocese of Winnipeg

Return to Spirit Board Meeting
Catholic Schools’ Day
St Mary’s Academy, Winnipeg
APEX Insurance Board Meeting
Ash Wednesday Mass, St. Mary’s Cathedral
Archdiocesan Pastoral Council
St Laurent, Man.
Rite of Election, St. Mary’s Cathedral
Bishops of Western Canada Meeting
Victoria, B.C.
Mass, St Mary’s Cathedral
Mass at St Boniface to celebrate and honour
women religious.
Council of Priests’ Meeting, Winnipeg
Return to Spirit Board Meeting
Meeting with Pastors of Schools, Winnipeg
National Week for Life & Family Committee
St. Boniface

New Wine Press

Thurs., March 19 11:00 AM
7:00 PM
Sat., March 21
6:30 PM
Wed., March 25
4:00 PM
Fri., March 27
9:00 AM
Sun., March 29 11:30 AM
Mon., March 30 7:30 PM
Thurs., April 2
7:30 PM
Fri., April 3
8:30 AM
Sat., April 4
Sun., April 5
Sat., April 17

3:00 PM
8:00 PM
11:30 AM
5:00 PM

Mass, St. Joseph’s Residence, Winnipeg
Mass, St. Joseph’s Parish, Winnipeg
Portuguese War Veterans Dinner, Winnipeg
Archdiocesan Finance Council Meeting
Winnipeg
Mass, St. Vital School, Winnipeg
Palm Sunday Mass, St. Mary’s Cathedral
The Chrism Mass, St Mary’s Cathedral
Holy Thursday Mass, St Mary’s Cathedral
Public Way of the Cross, St. Edward’s Parish
Winnipeg
Good Friday Service, St. Mary’s Cathedral
Holy Saturday Mass, St. Mary’s Cathedral
Easter Sunday Mass, St Mary’s Cathedral
Diocesan CWL Convention,
St. Columba’s Parish, Swan River
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