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The Archdiocese of 
Winnipeg welcomed 

two news priests with the 
ordinations of Fr. Chris-
topher Dubois and Fr. Pe-
ter Nemcek, presided by 
Archbishop Richard Ga-
gnon at St. Mary’s Cathe-
dral July 3, the Feast of St. 
Thomas.
“We call him the doubt-

ing Thomas,” Archbishop 
Gagnon said. “Thomas re-
veals to us that it is normal 
to express doubt about the 
divine.” The Archbishop 
quoted from the evening’s 
gospel reading of John 20: 
24-29. “Blessed are those 
who have not seen and yet 
have believed.” 
“Tonight we have come 

to celebrate the ordination 
of these two men. They 
have become believers 
and as believers they have 
discovered the Lord’s call 
to become ‘fishers of peo-
ple.’” (Matt. 4-19).
Both Dubois and Nemcek 

attended St Joseph’s Semi-
nary in Edmonton. Dubois, 
27, is originally from Bran-
don, Man., a parishioner at 
St. Augustine of Canter-
bury Church and attended 
St. Augustine elementary 
school and Vincent Massey 
High School. He also holds 
a degree in political science 
from Brandon University. 
Dubois was recently ap-
pointed Parochial Vicar at 

St. Peter’s Parish in Win-
nipeg.
Nemcek, 28, was born and 

raised in Trnava, Slovakia 
and attended St. Angela 
Merici elementary and high 
school in his hometown. 
He came to Winnipeg in 
2005 and is a graduate of 
Kildonan East Collegiate 
and holds a degree in sci-
ence from the University of 
Manitoba. Nemcek was re-
cently appointed Parochial 
Vicar at St. Charles’ Parish 
in Winnipeg.
Archbishop Gagnon told 

the new priests, “never forget 
your life of prayer and the 
sacraments. You are now to 
be ordained to serve Christ, 
the teacher and shepherd, to 
advance the kingdom of God 
as the apostles have and to do 
so with courage and convic-
tion. Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations.”
“Peter and Christopher 

you must apply your ener-
gy to the duty of teaching. 
Teach what you know and 
practice what you teach. 
When you baptize you will 
bring people to God. You 
will pray for the people of 
God and the whole world. 
Do your part in the work of 
Christ with genuine joy and 
love.” 

The First Reading, from 
Isaiah, was proclaimed by 
Fr. Nemcek’s brother, Se-
bastian Nemcek. The sec-
ond reading was proclaimed 
by a cousin of Fr. Dubois, 
Danielle Dubois. The gifts 
were brought forth by the 
parents of the new priests, 
Tanis and Michael Dubois, 
and Lydia Nemcekova and 

Jozef Nemcek.
The Rite of Ordination be-

gan with the Election of the 
Candidates for ordination, 
called and presented to the 
archbishop by Msgr. Ward 
Jamieson, Vicar General of 
the Archdiocese. 
The archbishop then de-

clared: “Relying on the 
help of the Lord God and 

our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
we choose these, our broth-
ers, for the order of the 
priesthood,” which was 
met by the applause of the 
assembly.
During the Laying on of 

Hands and Prayer of Or-
dination the Archbishop 
and all the concelebrat-
ing priests laid their hands 
on the head of each of 
the elect, followed by the 
Prayer of Ordination.
“Remember,” Archbishop 

Gagnon told Nemcek and 
Dubois, “this priesthood 
was conceived in prayer. 
It is in your life of prayer, 
centred on the Eucharist, 
where you will find the 
strength to be Christ’s 
priests. The people of God 
need to see in you the im-
age of the Good Shepherd 
who came not to be served 
but to serve.”
At the conclusion the 

Archbishop said one of the 
perks of being Archbishop 
is that he gets to be the first 
to receive a blessing from 
the new priests. During the 
reception that followed, 
long lines were formed by 
the faithful as they awaited 
their own blessing from Fr. 
Nemcek and Fr. Dubois.

Contributed by 
James Buchok

Archdiocese welcomes two men into Priestly service

Newly ordained Fr. Peter Nemcek, left, and Fr. Christopher Dubois, 
right, with Archbishop Richard Gagnon. (Photo by Paul Swart)

“The people of 
God need to see 

in you the 
image of the 

Good Shepherd 
who came not to 
be served but to 

serve.”

— Archbishop Gagnon

Centennial Icon tours Archdiocese to mark our Great Jubilee 
As part of the centen-

nial year celebra-
tions in the Archdiocese 
of Winnipeg, a Centennial 
Icon of the Holy Family 
was commissioned and is 
currently on tour, visiting 
churches throughout the 
archdiocese.
The tour began in June at 

Saint-François Xavier Par-
ish, Saint-François Xavier, 
followed by visits to St. 
Augustine of Canterbury 
Parish, Brandon; Our Lady 
of Seven Sorrows Parish, 
Camperville; St. Joseph 
the Worker Parish, Rus-
sell; Good Shepherd Par-
ish, Portage la Prairie; St. 
Michael’s Parish, Gimli, 
St Vital Parish, Winnipeg; 
St John Brebeuf Parish, 
Winnipeg (Oct. 3-11); St. 
Paul’s College, Christ the 
King Chapel, University 
of Manitoba, (Oct. 18-25); 
and St. Anthony of Padua 

Parish (West Kildonan), 
Winnipeg (Nov. 1-8.)
After its tour through the 

Archdiocese the icon will 
be placed on permanent 
display at St. Mary’s Cathe-
dral on the closing weekend 
of the Jubilee Year, Decem-
ber 4-6. 
The icon was designed and 

written by Andre J. Prevost, 
originally from Manitoba 
now based in Vancouver. It 
is based on the Archdiocese 
of Winnipeg’s centenary 
theme, “Proclaiming Christ 
Always”, including the 
Holy Family with emphasis 
on St. Joseph as patron of 
the Archdiocese. The icon 
was unveiled at the Centen-
nial Mass, May 3, 2015 at 
the MTS Centre in Winni-
peg.
The icon is 64 inches wide 

x 43 inches high and has 
been written on wood. The 
framing, sky and haloes are 

covered with 24K Italian 
Patent Gold. The gold is the 
traditional symbol of God’s 
Light. The background of 
the icon is a landscape rep-
resenting Manitoba. 
The focus is Our Lady and 

St. Joseph presenting young 
Jesus to the world, the ini-
tial proclaiming. In the 
upper right-hand corner is 
depicted the 6,000-year old 
aboriginal meeting place 
at the Forks of the Assini-

boine and Red Rivers. The 
City of Winnipeg and the 
archdiocese are represented 
by St. Mary’s Cathedral and 
buildings at the corner of 
Portage Avenue and Main 
Street. A number of parish 

churches are included; St. 
Vital Church, where the 
founder of Manitoba, Louis 
Riel attended Mass, and St. 
John Brebeuf Church, Win-
nipeg,  chosen for its dedi-
cation to Canadian martyrs 
and its contemporary ar-
chitecture. 
With the Forks being his-

torically central to Win-
nipeg there is also a rep-
resentation of the Oodena 
Celebration Circle. 
In the Centre, above the 

Holy Family, the arch rep-
resents the front entrance of 
St. Mary’s Cathedral while 
the flooring replicates the 
floor of the cathedral, an-
choring the icon within the 
cathedral. Within the arch, 
the landscape represents 
the lake districts of the 
province.

Continued on page 4
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The Fourth Degree is 
a visible part of the 

Knights of Columbus or-
ganization. Out of approxi-
mately 8,000 Knights in 
the Province of Manitoba, 
only 1,050 Catholic men 
belong to this highest level 
of the Order. Fourth Degree 
Knights, dressed in tuxedo 
and their colorful regalia, 
represent the Knights of 
Columbus on special oc-
casions such as pilgrim-
ages to Grottos, parades, 
funerals, weddings, con-
firmations, installations of 
bishops and priests, clergy 
ordinations, Remembrance 
Day, just to name a few.
The virtue of the Fourth 

Degree is patriotism; the 
love for and devotion to our 
county. Knights are also 
determined to keep God 
in the civic sector and to 
defend laws that recognize 
the sanctity of life and true 
religious liberty. The chiv-
alry of medieval knights is 
been carried out to modern 
times. Part of the Fourth 
Degree ceremonial dress 
is a sword – the symbol of 
guardianship and service to 
the Catholic Church and its 
hierarchy.
Besides participating as 

Colour Corps in various 
events, the Fourth Degree 
Knights of the Manitoba 
District organize fundrais-
ers for various charitable 
causes; e.g.  Catholic edu-
cations, medical help to 
Ukraine and Chez Nous 
(Our Place for the home-

less) mission. The latest 
assignment that the Fourth 
Degree has accepted was 
to assist with the Centenni-
al Celebration of the Win-
nipeg Archdiocese. They 
took part in the Centennial 
Mass celebration at the 
MTS Centre on May 3, as 
Honour Guard and ushers 
and later on in the transport 
of the Jubilee Icon of the 
Holy Family, throughout 
several deaneries of the 
diocese. It was certainly a 
worthy undertaking.
In order to accommodate 

calls to service, the Fourth 
Degree is accepting new 
candidates to join its ranks. 
The next exemplification 
ceremonial to the Fourth 
Degree Knighthood will 
take place at Mary, Mother 
of the Church in Winnipeg 
on Nov. 14. All Third De-
gree Knights are welcome 
to take the honour in this 
dignifying process to be-
come Sir Knights of the 
Fourth Degree. It is my 
belief that Fourth Degree 
Knights are well equipped 
and committed to carrying 
out, what we catholic men 
are called, by our baptism, 
to do: to serve God and fel-
low citizens of our Coun-
try.
Vivat Jesus

Karel A. Moravek
Master of 
the Manitoba District

Fourth Degree 
Knighthood, Nov. 14

Rossbrook House Pow Wow

Rossbrook House 
neighbourhood drop-
in centre for children, 

youth, and young 
adults, in the Centen-

nial area of Winni-
peg’s inner city, held 

a Pow Wow in May, 
celebrating Aborigi-
nal culture. Beyond 

being a safe place 
to be, Rossbrook 

has three alternative 
school programs, and 

provides the com-
munity with an after-

school homework 
club, young mom’s 

group, sports and 
recreational activities 

and more. Its No Child 
Alone 40th Anniver-

sary Celebration and 
fundrasing Dinner is 

Jan. 28, 2016 at 
Canad Inns Polo Park.  
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The Great Jubilee of our Centennial Year 1915-2015

In celebration of the 100th 
Anniversary of the Arch-

diocese of Winnipeg, 15 
parishes of the Interlake 
Deanery joined to celebrate 
together, showcase local 
talent and raise money for 
St. Francis Place Homeless 
Shelter. This shelter was 
established by and contin-
ues to operate through the 
hard work and dedication of 
Deacon Rene Gauthier, the 
Knights of Columbus and 
the parishioners of Selkirk 

and Little Britain.
The event, hosted by St. 

Michael’s Parish, Gimli and 
missions Our Lady of the 
Lake and St. Benedict’s, 
was held July 12 at the 
Fraserwood Hall in Fraser-
wood, Man.  A host steer-
ing sommittee co-ordinated 
the planning;  the group 
was chaired by Deacon 
Philip and Joan Durant and 
included members Grace 
Artyshko, Janis Dola, Rosie 
Jodoin, Marilee and Larry 

Patteson and Melvin and 
Angela Zalevich.  Each par-
ish participated in the plan-
ning by enlisting local talent 
to perform in the main event 
attraction…the talent show, 
contributing prize baskets to 
the Rainbow Auction, do-
nating cookies for the event 
and most importantly, pro-
moting the event and selling 
tickets.  
The participating parishes 

were: Immaculate Con-
ception (Fisher Branch), 

Holy Cross (Ashern), St. 
Philip Neri (Arborg) Pas-
tor: Fr. Darius Biliran; St. 
Benedict’s (Camp Morton), 
St. Michael’s (Gimli), Our 
Lady of the Lake (Win-
nipeg Beach) Pastor: Fr. 
Mike Nwosu, Deacon: 
Philip Durant, Fr. Art Sea-
man (retired);  St. John Vi-
anney (Teulon), Christ the 
King (Stonewall) Pastor: Fr. 
James DeBeer; St. Olaf’s 
(Lundar), Church of the An-
nunciation (Woodlands), St. 

Laurent (St. Laurent) Pastor: 
Fr. Michel Nault; St. Anne’s 
(Petersfield), Notre Dame 
Church (Selkirk) Pastor: Fr. 
Stan Gacek; St. Margaret’s 
(Little Britain), St. There-
sa’s (West St. Paul) Pas-
tor: Fr. Michael Wollbaum, 
Deacon: Rene Gauthier.
The organizers and more 

than 350 people in atten-
dance extend our thanks to 
the talented performers who 
volunteered to entertain us; 
you made the event fun and 

we enjoyed the show im-
mensely!  Thank you: Eric 
Zalevich (Gimli), Dillon & 
Ryan Gaudry (St. Laurent), 
Chloe & A.J. Lawson (Sel-
kirk), Walter Feys (Teulon), 
Rosemary Belanger (Winni-
peg Beach), Jess Armonti 
&  A.J. Lawson (Selkirk), 
Arnie Appell (St. Laurent), 
Andy Yablonski & Valeria 
(Gimli), Chris Magnus-
son (Gimli), Fr. Michael 
Wollbaum (West. St. Paul), 
Norm & Matthew Franke-
molle (Woodlands), Acapel-
la Choir directed by Ernst 
Stiglemyr (Gimli), Delma 
McLeod & friends (Winni-
peg Beach), Adam & Jadson 
Tarnowski (Gimli).
The event was a huge suc-

cess and an example of how 
our gracious God is with us 
always; that working togeth-
er as community, we can 
accomplish more than we 
ever could alone.  The event 
raised $6,150 for St. Francis 
Place Homeless Shelter in 
Selkirk and the excitement, 
enthusiasm and joy gener-
ated has left us with the 
desire to repeat this type of 
community celebration in 
the future.  How great and 
wonderful a way to wrap up 
the ten year plan of building 
a Church of Communion!

Contributed by
Rosie Jodoin 

Interlake Celebrates Centenary with  BBQ, Talent Show and Fundraiser

Icon Tour continued from page 1

The Centenary Icon of the Holy Family made two of its first stops at Our 
Lady of Seven Sorrows Parish, Camperville (top); and St. Joseph the 
Worker Parish, Russell, (bottom).  

The upper left-hand corner contains a representation of the Western Manitoba por-
tion of the archdiocese, with its rolling hills and fields. The four depicted churches 
are representational of the archdiocese’s presence and work; Good Shepherd Church 
in Portage la Prairie, St. François Xavier Church, the oldest church in the archdio-
cese and in western Canada west of the Red River, St. Viator Church in Dauphin 
and St. Helen’s Church in Shoal Lake.
On either side of the Holy Family is a compilation of historical personages as 

well as a representation of the varied population of the archdiocese. At left, Pope 
Benedict XV is portrayed as presenting the Papal Bull to Archbishop Alfred Arthur 
Sinnott in 1915, creating the Archdiocese of Winnipeg. In a second row are Arch-
bishop Alexandre-Antonin Tache, first Archbishop of the Diocese of St. Boniface, 
which was created in 1847, and out of which was created the Archdiocese of Win-
nipeg; a representative of the Métis people in traditional, historical garb of buckskin 
and beadwork, and sash; and a representative of a modern office worker and of the 
Filipino people.
At right are three modern children, learning of and continuing the ongoing procla-

mation of Christ, and a historical depiction of a nun with the Holy Names of Jesus 
and Mary representing all women’s religious orders in the archdiocese. In a second 
row is a woman bringing to mind the five First Nations within the archdiocese, 
dressed in traditional garb of buckskin and beadwork, a blend of Ojibwa and Dakota 
motifs.
Manitoba’s diverse ethnic groups are depicted by a woman in a blouse, head scarf 

and apron, and  a man from  the agricultural and farming community. The mid-cen-
tral background is a simplified representation of the open plains with an upper area 
in a harvest colour.
Professional quality prints of the Centenary Icon of the Holy Family are avail-

able in various sizes. For details see the Archdiocese of Winnipeg website www.
archwinnipeg.ca
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St. Paul’s College conference will examine past and explore future 

The Great Jubilee of our Centennial Year 1915-2015

An academic symposium 
examining the Archdio-

cese of Winnipeg at 100: Yes-
terday, Today and Tomorrow, 
takes place Oct. 22-24 at St. 
Paul’s College at the Univer-
sity of Manitoba. The sympo-
sium is open to the public and 
admission is free,.
The annual Hanley Lecture at 

St. Paul’s College will be held 
in conjunction with the sym-
posium and will be given by 
Archbishop J. Michael Miller 
C.S.B.,  of Vancouver to open 
the conference. Archbishop 
Miller will speak on The Fu-
ture of the Universal Church 
and the Place of the Local 
Churches in that Future. 
From 1992 to 1997 Miller 

worked in the Vatican’s Sec-
retariat of State, and in 2003, 
Pope Saint John Paul II ap-
pointed him to the episcopa-
cy and named him secretary 
of the Vatican’s Congregation 
for Catholic Education. 
Archbishop Miller currently 

serves on the Commission for 
Christian Unity of the Cana-
dian Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, and represents the 
Conference at the Pontifical 
Committee for the Interna-
tional Eucharistic Congresses. 

He has received six honorary 
doctorates from universities 
around the world and is a 
specialist on the papacy and 
modern papal teaching.
Friday will open with a lec-

ture by Dr. Peter Meehan on 
the Archdiocese of Winnipeg 
prior to Vatican II. Meehan is 
currently Principal of Saint 
Mark’s College and President 
of Corpus Christi College, 
both located on the Campus 
of the University of British 
Columbia. Meehan is a Ca-
nadian historian with a focus 
on the social, educational and 
political history of the Catho-
lic Church in Canada.
Among three panel sessions 

on the agenda for Friday is a 
dialogue on the Archdiocese 

of Winnipeg and the Indig-
enous Peoples of Manitoba 
with participants including 
Dr. Ovide Mercredi, past Na-
tional President of the Assem-
bly of First Nations and Lisa 
Raven, Executive Director of 
Returning To Spirit.
A formal dinner will be held 

on the Friday evening, tickets 
are available by contacting 
the college.
On Saturday morning the 

conference concludes with an 
address by Dr. Terence Fay, 
SJ speaking on Highlights of 
Canadian Catholic Spiritual-
ity. Fay is a professor of the 
history of religion at Toronto 
School of Theology at the 
University of Toronto for St. 
Augustine’s Seminary and the 
University of St. Michael’s 
College. He is the author of A 
History of Canadian Catho-
lics: Gallicanism, Romanism, 
and Canadianism, former 
president of the Canadian 
Catholic Historical Associa-
tion, and a current member of 
the Executive Council of the 
American Catholic Historical 
Association.

Contributed by
James Buchok

The Archdiocese of Winnipeg at 100: Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow

Archbishop 
J. Michael Miller C.S.B.
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CFC National Conference in Winnipeg July 10-12: We Will Love More
It was a weekend of teach-

ing, sharing, creative activ-
ity, worship and fellowship at 
the 2015 Couples for Christ  
Canada National Conference 
and Kids For Christ Kids Vil-
lage which came to a close on 
Sun., July 12, at RBC Con-
vention Center in Winnipeg.
The  conference truly lived 

out our 2015 CFC theme, 
Love More, as more than 800 
delegates from all over Can-
ada reaffirmed their love for 
God, their respective spouses 
and fellow brothers and sisters 
in the community. Indeed, it 
was a fitting send off to one 
of the most enjoyable confer-
ences for CFC Canada.
The conference welcomed 

the first couple delegate from 
New Brunswick, Bro. Garry 
and Sis. Nora Sabino, new 
Household Leaders originally 
from Brunei. The conclusion 
of the first CLP in New Bruns-
wick early this year meant 
CFC Canada is now present in 
all 10 provinces and three ter-
ritories in Canada.
The celebration started 

Thursday with the ANCOP 
Canada Summit held at the 
North Centennial Commu-
nity Centre in Winnipeg. Bro. 
Ricky Cuenca, ANCOP (An-
swering the Cry of the Poor) 
Canada President, led the wel-
come for delegates and her-
alded the completion of Pope 
Francis’ ANCOP Village in 
Tacloban. The 400 homes 
comprised the first-ever built 

village in partnership with the 
Municipality of Tacloban and 
SM Care Foundation. Bro. 
Bong Garucho, adept mod-
erator from Vancouver, led 
the participants into a series of 
lectures and workshops about 
embracing CFC’s Work with 
the Poor program. The day 
aptly began with Mass offi-
ciated by Fr. Reneiro Sarce, 
Pastor of St. Edward’s Par-
ish. Bro. Joe Yamamoto, CFC 
ANCOP International Direc-
tor, who travelled all the way 
from the Philippines, provided 

the closing remarks to end the 
day-long summit.
CFC participants from across 

Canada arrived at the Conven-
tion Centre as early as 1 p.m. 
on Friday for the opening 
later that evening of the Love 
More conference. Kudos to 
CFC Winnipeg for organizing 
the registration, among other 
things, as it all went smooth-
ly. The centre was a flurry of 
activities as both the CFC 
Conference and KFC Kids 
Village were held in the same 
venue the entire weekend. Of 

course, one of the anticipated 
moments in every conference 
is when brothers and sisters 
from all over Canada happily 
exchange greetings and renew 
friendships with fellow CFC 
members.
The conference started with 

the Rosary followed by a sol-
emn Mass officiated by Fr. 
Yoli Gamallo, Parish Priest of 
St. John Cantius and Spiritual 
Adviser of CFC Winnipeg. 
Fr. Yoli was joined by other 
priests from various areas of 
Canada in a concelebrated 

Mass. It was fol-
lowed by a rous-
ing opening dance 
number by CFCs, 
SFCs and CFC 
Youth. Bro. Jojo 
Facun, currently 
KFC Canada’s 
Core Team Head 
from Vancouver, 
officially opened 
the Kids Village. 
Subsequently, 
Bro. Greg Paril-
las, CFC Canada 
National Director, 
along with Bro. 
Arnel Simbulan, 
CFC Canada 
Central Region 
Coordinator, and 
Bro. Ador Cabre-
ra, CFC Manito-
ba Area Director, 
officially opened 
the 2015 CFC 
National Confer-
ence. Bro. Nic 
Escalona, KFC 
International Co-
ordinator who 
also travelled 
from Manila, be-
gan the confer-
ence by providing 
a previews of the 
talks ahead while 
explaining the 
relevance of the 
2015 theme Love 
More, taken from 
John 21:15-17. A 
parade of banners 
and Love More 

chants and music from each 
area highlighted the opening 
ceremony of the weekend 
event.
Saturday sessions started 

with the Rosary and Mass 
with Most Reverend Arch-
bishop Albert LeGatt of the 
Archdiocese of Saint Boni-
face presiding. Archbishop 
LeGatt joyfully welcomed all 
the delegates and challenged 
everyone to truly experience 
God’s love every moment of 
our lives so that we can extend 
that love to others.
Bro. Jun Clarito, CFC Canada 

Eastern Region Coordinator, 
started the day’s session with a 
talk entitled It’s Too Little. The 
next talk, Come Have Break-
fast, was delivered by Bro. Joe 
Yamamoto, CFC International 
Mission Head for the Ameri-
cas. Talk 3, Do You Love 
Me More Than These,”was 
delivered by ANCOP Social 
Development Program Head, 
Bro. Arnel Santos. He was 
with wife, Sis. Bing, visiting 
Canada for the first time. The 
talks were punctuated by pow-
erful and inspiring Love More 
testimonies from brothers and 
sisters across Canada and sent 
messages that we were to pray 
more, study Him more, serve 
Him more and hunger more 
for the sacraments. Empha-
sis was also made on the fact 
that the true measure of loving 
God is when we fully com-
mit to obey Him and feed His 
sheep.
In the evening, the delegates 

looked forward to dressing up 
in formal attire for a Holly-
wood-inspired red carpet walk 
followed by a dinner-dance. 
The event was replete with 
flashes of light from cameras 
from a hoard of paparazzi. It 
was truly a memorable and 
scintillating experience. Dur-
ing the same night, invited 
clergy from all over Canada 
who attended the weekend 
celebration and who sup-
ported Couples for Christ in 
their parishes were honoured 

in a simple, yet heart-warm-
ing, Clergy Appreciation cer-
emony.
The celebration continued  

on Sunday with Mass cel-
ebrated by Fr. Vic Tunghol, 
now a retired priest. A tremen-
dous support to CFC during 
its formative years, Fr. Vic 
was the first Spiritual Adviser 
of CFC in Winnipeg and was 
instrumental in the introduc-
tion and growth of CFC in 
the area. The final talk, Love 
More, delivered by Bro. Eric 
Delos Reyes, CFC Canada 
Country Coordinator, was 
highlighted by a testimony 
from Mr. Larry Vickar, a busi-
nessman based in Winnipeg 
and a staunch supporter of 
ANCOP. Mr. Vickar shared 
his recent visit to the Philip-
pines where he saw for him-
self the growth of the village 
he supported and officially 
released the completed units 
to deserving beneficiaries. 
He surprised everyone by an-
nouncing another check dona-
tion of $25,000 on top of what 
he has already donated. He 
vowed to continue support-
ing and promoting ANCOP 
to others including the Rotary 
Club he belongs to.
At its culmination, Bro. 

Bong Salmon of Winnipeg 
led everyone with a rousing 
praisefest. It was followed 
by the awarding of honours, 
prizes and the announcement 
of CFC Canada’s conference 
hosts for 2016; Ottawa for the 
Eastern Region and Calgary 
for the Western Region.  It was 
indeed a remarkable weekend 
and, as we returned to our re-
spective areas all across Cana-
da, we took back with us fond 
memories and a firm resolve 
to LOVE MORE and LOVE 
GOD even more.
Thank you CFC Winnipeg 

for making it a truly unforget-
table and enormously enjoy-
able weekend. 

Contributed by
Rico Tingin
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Archbishop Gagnon’s Pastoral Letter on The Rising Refugee Crisis

Yours in Christ,
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I was recently seized 
by the idea that an 

iPad would come in 
handy especially when 
many conferences, and 
I attend a few, are mov-
ing towards a paperless 
horizon. I then made the 
pilgrimage to the large 
Apple store at Polo Park 
and was received by 
young smiling faces which caused me to feel that I was 
part of something new, vital and exciting! 
As I sat at what is called a “demonstration table,” 

a young lady came to my aid. She was a fountain 
of knowledge and expertise and I felt rather embar-
rassed when she asked me to type something, so slow 
and halting are my two fingers. I made the strategic 
move of paying her glowing compliments about her 
knowledge and this only increased her enthusiasm 
beyond all bounds! I was impressed by her and I 
thought of a saying of St. Benedict who, referring to 
his monastic community, said: “It is often the young-
est one that has the most important thing to say.”  Yet 
at the same time, I knew that outside the world of 
electronics, this young lady, like any other, would 
have many questions about life itself, and she would 
need other voices, experienced voices, to answer her 
questions and to guide her.
And so it is with all traditional cultures, the voice of 

elders, the example of those who have experienced 
life and who carry the traditions of ages past, are 
rich resources for future generations to mine – this 
keeps cultures vital and adaptable to new challenges 
and conditions. This is less and less the case with 
our nation and with so many others that were formed 
and informed by the Gospel. Pope Benedict XVI, 
very eloquently explained in Deus Caritas Est #28, 
that the proper responsibility of politics is the just 
ordering of the state. He said that the Church’s role 
is distinct as it is to offer the Gospel Tradition and 
to work towards the refinement and purification of 
what it means to act justly. Without the presence of 
the voice of faith, politics all too often succumbs to 
the temptation to power and special interests. This 
narrowness of vision takes into consideration neither 
the common good of society nor the good of future 
generations. And our courts too, filled with legal 
specialists, can fail to take in this wider perspective. 
At this writing, the federal election will be nearing 

conclusion, and whatever party is successful, it will 
have to grapple with the recent Supreme Court deci-
sion on physician assisted suicide. The court, in a 
specific legal perspective, removed the criminal pro-
hibitions from this practice and left it up to parlia-
ment to pass laws accordingly. The court’s decision 
goes well beyond the sad end of life cases we hear 
about or even experience in our own families and 
enshrines a much wider right to end one’s life and 
to have someone do it. In essence, this will become 
part of this nation’s DNA. We are now learning more 
and more about the implications of all of this with 
the Canadian Medical Association’s advocacy to re-
fuse a doctor’s right of conscience not to refer such 
cases or even the euthanasia kits being prepared in 
Quebec. If we are, as a nation, to handle this situa-
tion in a just manner, there is need to pause and al-
low  other voices, experienced voices, voices of our 
Judeo-Christian tradition to  speak. We have a provi-
sion in our Constitution called the Notwithstanding 
Clause. No political party is showing the courage to 
open this up. We must actively insist that our gov-
ernment invoke it and use it. 

The Archbishop’s 
Message

Most Reverend Richard Gagnon 
Archbishop of Winnipeg

Sun.  Oct. 4, 2015 10:00 am Installation of  New Pastor, Reverend Nicanor Sarmiento            
      St Kateri Tekakwitha Parish, Winnipeg
Mon. Oct.  5, 2015 12:00 pm Permanent Diaconate Formation 
      Committee, St John Brebeuf  Parish, Winnipeg
Tues. Oct.  6, 2015 10:00 am              Aboriginal Committee Meeting, Immaculate Conception Parish, 
      Skownan
Sat. Oct.  10, 2015 6:15 pm                Mass at Stony Mountain Institution, Stony Mountain
Sun. Oct.  11, 2015 2:00 pm                Mass & Pastoral Visit, St Theresa’s Parish, Pelican Rapids
Mon. Oct.  12, 2015 10:30 am Mass & Pastoral Visit, St Columba’s Parish, Swan River
Tues. Oct.  13, 2015 11:30 am              CHSM Members Meeting, Winnipeg
Wed. Oct.  14, 2015 1:30 PM                Ad Hoc Committee on Catholic Schools, Catholic Centre, Winnipeg
Thurs. Oct.  15, 2015 12:00 pm              Luncheon with Prison Ministers, Winnipeg
    7:00 pm                Serra Club Dinner, Caboto Centre, Winnipeg
Fri. Oct. 16, 2015 12:30pm               Mass of  Jesuit Martyrs, St Paul’s High School, Winnipeg
Sat.   Oct.  17, 2015 11:00 am              Archdiocesan Pastoral Council, Winnipeg
    4:30 pm                Feast Day Mass, St. John Cantius Parish, Winnipeg
Sun. Oct.  18, 2015 9:30 am                Mass & Pastoral Visit, Our Lady of  Lourdes Parish, Winnipeg
    7:30 pm                Vespers in Honour of  Religious Communities, St Mary’s Cathedral
Wed. Oct.  21, 2015 10:00 am              Mass & Visit, Riverview Health Centre, Winnipeg
    4:00 pm                Archdiocesan Finance Council, Winnipeg
Thurs.  Oct.  22- Saturday, October 24 Hanley Lecture, St Paul’s College, Winnipeg
Sat. Oct.  24, 2015 5:00 pm                Mass & Pastoral Visit, Sacred Heart Parish, Melita
Sun. Oct.  25, 2015 9:15 am                Mass & Pastoral Visit, St Antoninus Parish, Deloraine
    11:30 am              Mass & Pastoral Visit, St Joseph’s Parish, Boissevain
Mon. Oct.  26, 2015 4:30 pm                CHCM Director’s Meeting, Winnipeg
Sun. Nov. 1, 2105            11:30 am              Mass ‘All Saints’ , St Mary’s Cathedral
Tues. Nov. 3, 2015            6:00 pm                St Paul’s High School Ignatian Tribute Dinner, Convention Centre, 
      Winnipeg
Thurs., Nov. 5 – Sat., Nov. 7                WCCRE Conference, Winnipeg
Sun.  Nov. 8, 2015 11:00 am              Mass & Pastoral Visit, St Francis de Sales Parish, Winnipeg
Tues. Nov. 10, 2015          10:45 am              Mass, St Maurice School, Winnipeg
Sun.  Nov. 15, 2015 11:15am               Mass & Pastoral Visit, St Felix de Valois Parish, Dunrea
    4:00 pm                Mass & Pastoral Visit, St James’ Parish, Baldur
Mon. Nov. 16, 2015          9:30 am                Manitoba Bishops’ Meeting, St Boniface Pastoral Centre, Winnipeg
    1:00 pm                Manitoba Bishops’ & Religious Communities Meeting, 
      St Boniface Pastoral Centre Winnipeg
Sun. Nov. 22, 2015          3:00 pm             Mass & Pastoral Visit, St Joseph’s Parish, Stony Mountain
Thurs. Nov. 26, 2015         7:00 pm                Misericordia Health Centre Long Service Dinner, Winnipeg
Sat.  Nov. 28, 2015          7:00 pm                St Peter’s Parish Musical Concert, Pantages Playhouse, Winnipeg
Sun. Nov. 29, 2015          11:30 am              Mass, St Vital Parish, Winnipeg
Wed. Dec. 2, 2015 10:30 am              Council of  Priests, St. Paul the Apostle Parish, Winnipeg
Thurs., Dec. 3-Fri, Dec. 4   CCCB, Commission-Evangelical, Lutheran Church Meetings, 
      Winnipeg
Fri., Dec. 4, 2015 7:30 p.m. Solemn Vespers for the Conclusion of  the Jubilee Year. 
      St. Mary’s Cathedral
Sun. Dec. 6, 2015 11:30 am              Mass, St Mary’s Cathedral
Wed. Dec. 9, 2015             4:00 pm                Archdiocesan Finance Council, Winnipeg
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Serra Club of Brandon

The Serra Club of Bran-
don members gather 

bi-weekly to pray for vo-
cations and to discuss top-
ics relevant to each mem-
ber’s spiritual growth, and 
to the state of affairs of the 
Catholic world and the 
world at large.
On June 11, eight Serrans 

went to Gladstone to at-
tend the 60th Anniversary 
of Ordination Mass for 
Fr. Christian Soeterboek. 
Archbishop Richard Ga-
gnon presided at the Mass 
which was concelebrated 
by Fr. Mark Filips, Fr. 
Michael Raj Savarimuthu, 
and Fr. Christian. Parish-
ioners from the surround-
ing towns at which Fr. 
Christian had once minis-
tered attended the liturgy 
and the lovely reception 
following mass.
On June 18, six Serrans 

made the journey to and 
from Regina to speak to 
people there interested in 
learning more about Ser-
ra: from the Serra Club of 
Brandon- Ken and Dianne 
Fox and Beverley Hicks, 
President of Serra, Bran-
don and from the Serra 

Club of Winnipeg--Guy 
and Marlene Coughlin and 
Irene Kirouac, President 
of Serra Winnipeg. They 
spoke to the priests of the 
Regina Deanery, as well 
as a CWL Council Presi-
dent and a Grand Knight 
from one of the Knights’ 
Councils.
On June 29, the Serra 

Club presented its annual 
Vocations Essay Award to 
a graduating Grade 8 stu-
dent from St. Augustine’s 
School. 

Then July 3th saw sev-
eral Serrans driving to 
Winnipeg to attend the or-
dination of Fr. Christopher 
Dubois of our parish, as 
well as attending his first 
Mass back at St. Augus-
tine’s on July 4. May God 
bless you abundantly in 
your ministry, Fr. Chris-
topher. 
We are preparing for our 

annual Clergy and Reli-
gious Appreciation Din-
ner, this year to be held 
on Wednesday, October 

21. In keeping with Pope 
Francis declaring this year 
the Year for Consecrated 
Life, guest speaker will 
be Sr. Lesley Sacouman 
of the Holy Names House 
of Peace Shelter. Clergy, 
religious, and faithful of 
the Brandon and Dauphin 
Deaneries, mark your cal-
endar and plan to attend 
this sure-to-be inspiring 
event.

Submitted by
Carol MacKenzie

Serrans went to Gladstone to attend the 60th Anniversary of Ordination 
Mass for Fr. Christian Soeterboek (centre). Archbishop Richard Ga-
gnon presided at the Mass which was concelebrated by Fr. Mark Filips, 
Fr. Michael Raj Savarimuthu, and Fr. Chris. 


