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A Message from 
Archbishop 

Richard Gagnon

The topic of reconcilia-
tion and mercy are very 

timely today especially 
when so many people seem 
to be aware of the need to 
redress past wrongs and 
find a path for the future. 
The experience of the Truth 
and Reconciliation Com-
mission is a good example 
of this. The Commission 
has allowed the painful 
experience of the Residen-
tial Schools in Canada to 
be publically exposed and 
placed within our national 
memory. Much more how-
ever, needs to be done if we 
are to live reconciled lives 
together — aboriginal and 

non-aboriginal.
I had a privileged experi-

ence a few years ago that 
helped me to see what is 
involved in the idea of rec-
onciliation. I was asked to 
help bring together former 
residential school students, 
now in their late 50s and 
60s, and former teachers, all 
members of religious orders. 
We were about 10 or twelve 
around the table. The atmo-
sphere was tense as there 
was so much troubled his-
tory present in that room. A 
few former students began 
by listing their frustrations, 
anger and grief and directed 
their comments to specific 
religious who had taught 
them. This tense encounter 
continued for some time 
and I felt very much on the 
outside as I listened to the 

personal exchange between 
them. After a little while, 
something surprising be-
gan to happen. The former 
teachers were able to share 
how they did not understand 
the feelings and experiences 
that their students were liv-
ing at the time, even now. 
They expressed their sorrow 
over this and were grate-

ful in learning this truth. In 
return they told the former 
students what their experi-
ence was of the schools, 
as young women and men. 
Some of the former students 
expressed their gratitude for 
hearing these words and said 
that they did not fully un-
derstand what it was like to 

be a young woman far from 
their families in a strange 
isolated place and among 
people they did not really 
know. One former student 
said: “I have never been 
able to thank you for what 
you did teach me in school. 
But I thank you now.”
This encounter was one 

which truly began to open 
up what reconciliation re-
ally means. It is more than 
mutual respect, it has to do 
with hearing both sides, en-
tering into compassionate 
listening to what the person 
really has to say, facing the 
full truth as people experi-
ence it and a willingness to 
re-establish a true friend-
ship. On that particular day 
I began to witness a normal-
ization of relationships — a 
sort of harmony of hearts, 

and the result was peace. I 
saw the beginnings of such 
peace on that occasion — a 
beginning that needs to hap-
pen more and more in our 
country.
But this also holds true 

for all of our relationships 
which have broken down. 
Pope Francis is asking the 
Universal Church during 
this Year of Mercy to speak 
the language of reconcilia-
tion and to live reconcilia-
tion in our personal lives, 
our family lives and in our 
Christian communities. 
He is encouraging us to 
be Merciful like the Father 
(Luke 6:36).

‘Pope Francis is 
asking the 

Universal Church 
to speak the 
language of 

reconciliation and 
to live 

reconciliation in 
our  personal lives’

— Archbishop Gagnon

World meeting celebrates family, the place where love begins
Archbishop Gagnon 

invited some of 
the faithful from 

the archdiocese who 
were in attendance at the 
World Meeting of Fami-
lies in Philadelphia in 
September to meet and 

share  reflections of their 
experiences. WMOF was 
conceived by Saint Pope 
John Paul II in 1992 to 

look at strengthening the 
sacred bonds of the family 
unit across the globe. The 
first WMOF took place in 
Rome in 1994. Every three 
years since 1994, families 

from all over the world 
are invited by the Holy 

Father to attend this global 
gathering. 

The archbishop began by 
asking; What was the World 
Meeting of Families like for 
you? What did you take 
away from it? 
Rachel: Just the sheer 

number of people all valu-
ing the importance of fam-
ily. I really appreciated 
that the whole family was 
encouraged to take part, 
there were babies, teenag-
ers and grandparents. It was 
life-changing and made me 
realize the value of family 
as the foundation of every-
thing else. All relationships 
start with the family, all 
love, mercy and compas-

sion. It all starts in the home 
which is a sacred place.
Zalde: I saw lots of people 

who still believe in the es-
sence and importance of 
family. The people who at-
tended the World Meeting 
of Families really wanted to 
fight for the family in a so-
ciety where family is not al-
ways given importance, and 
even the idea of family is 
sometimes being attacked. 
Joi: Everything starts in the 

family, and when the family 
is happy, the community is 
happy, the world is happy 

and God will be happy.
Judith: I wondered how 

did God choose us to be 
in Philadelphia? I worried 
about who would take care 
of our children. My hus-
band said God wants us to 
go because when you really 
serve, you serve uncomfort-
ably. We were so helped by 
our community.  
Monique: The image of 

the wounded heart really 
stayed with me. All of the 
things that break us down, 
that prevent us from hear-
ing God. There are so many 

families that could never 
come here, how do we take 
this back to them? 
Maui: My wife Cheryl 

was pregnant at the time we 
decided to go and we knew 
that in her eighth month 
we would be in Philadel-
phia. But we went and we 
thought we’re here for a rea-
son and we need to be hope-
ful, we’re bringing a new 
life into this world, and if 
we have a good relationship 
together, the stronger our 
marriage will be and the bet-
ter for our children. It’s the 

first time we have left our 
other two kids for 10 days. 
Grandparents stayed with 
them and we could Skype 
with our daughters to pray 
every night. 
Khristine: Love is the only 

reason that you can forgive, 
you need to have a dialogue. 
In a family it’s hard to for-
give and heal but the only 
thing that can really heal is 
love. At the World Meeting 
of Families you didn’t know 
the person next to you but 
the feeling was so light, so 
friendly.

Archbishop Gagnon: One 
of the things I took away 
was the affirmation of fam-
ily life. I saw people really 
affirmed in their Christian 
family vocation. There were 
17,000 people from 100 
countries coming together 
for the same vocation. 
Q. How can we help our 

families in the archdio-
cese?
Archbishop Gagnon: Pope 

Francis has said that every-
thing is connected together 
in the family. When its spir-
it is wounded the infection 
contaminates everyone.
Monique: Membership 

has doubled in our church 
and they are Catholic in 
name but many of them are 
‘unchurched.’ They want a 
baptism or a wedding and 
we can show mercy and 
provide sacraments but is 
that a disservice? Can we 
look at how we prepare for 
sacraments and how the 
family can get involved?
Zalde: After confir-

mation people leave the 
church, even after RCIA. 
What program can we en-
hance to have an impact? 
Maybe the materials we 
give to them are not rele-
vant anymore. How do we 
evangelize the men? 

Continued on page 5

Archbishop Richard Gagnon led a discussion of  the recent World Meeting of  Families held in 
September in Philadelphia, with some of  the faithful of  the archdiocese who attended. 

Most Reverend 
Richard Gagnon 
Archbishop of Winnipeg
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Rossbrook House 
No Child Alone Dinner

At the beginning of 2016, it will be 40 years since 
Sister Geraldine MacNamara and a group of inner 

city young people created Rossbrook House, 
a neighbourhood drop-in centre 

with a simple mission: 
“No child who does not want to be alone, 

should ever have to be.” 
In the decades since, it has become a place for 

children and youth to belong, play, learn 
and become...

 Please come and help us recognize this milestone 
and reach our goal of raising 

$40,000 dollars towards afterschool programs at 
the No Child Alone Dinner Celebration!

 

Thursday, January 28, 2016  5:30 pm
CanadInns Polo Park 
(lots of free parking!)

Tickets $100 
(eligible for a $50 tax receipt) 

 
This is a dinner that will warm the coldest winter 
evening! Along with heart-warming presentations 
hosted by Tina Keeper, we’ll be premiering a short 

film created by APTN to celebrate the 
evolution of Rossbrook House over the years. 

 Tickets may be purchased through
the Rossbrook House website

www.rossbrookhouse.ca
or by calling (204) 257-5205

Tri-Diocesan Prison Ministry Committee 
Presents  Angel Tree Christmas

The Tri-Dioc-
esan Prison 

Ministry Commit-
tee would like to 
announce a pro-
gram of  Prison 
Fellowship Canada 
entitled Angel Tree Christmas. 

There is an increasing need to address the needs of  victims 
and communities affected by crime and violence.  This includes 
the families and children of  prisoners who are also impacted by 
the consequences of  crime.  Without proper support, victims of  
crime are often left with feelings of  neglect, abandonment and 
discouragement and healing then becomes difficult, if  not some-
times impossible.

Every year, thousands of  inmates in provincial and federal cor-
rectional institutions across Canada apply to Angel Tree Christ-
mas in the hopes that their child will receive a gift on their behalf  
at Christmas. It is Prison Fellowship Canada’s vision that each of  
these children be connected with a local church community who 
is available to support them, and their family in the difficulties 
that abound when a family member is incarcerated. The Angel 
Tree Christmas program is just one piece of  fulfilling this vision. 
Our hope as an organization is to bring the love of  Jesus Christ 
to prisoner’s families, and in the process halt the devastating cycle 
of  intergenerational crime.  We would love to see you and your 
church community involved in this wonderful program. 

For more information please contact Prison Fellowship Cana-
da’s Manitoba Regional Representative: Freda Klassen or call her 
at 204-583-1386.
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Archbishop Gagnon calls for re-examination and revitalization

A synod is being planned 
for the Archdiocese of 

Winnipeg beginning in the 
spring of 2016 as a follow-
up to the last twelve months 
of our Centennial Year cel-
ebrations.
“Pope Francis has asked 

that the church become a 
synodal church and this is 
very timely for us because 
the Archdiocese of Winni-
peg has never held a synod 
and now that we have cele-
brated our 100th anniversary 
it is a good time to begin this 
process in the local church,” 
said Archbishop Gagnon.
The archbishop explained 

that synod is a Greek word 
meaning “to walk together. 
It will be an assembly of the 
archdiocese, to listen to each 
other, to learn from each 
other. To take our baptismal 
responsibilities in the church 
in listening to and proclaim-
ing the gospel of Christ.”
The synod process will be 

undertaken over a two-year 
time frame and will deter-
mine future directions for the 
Archdiocese of Winnipeg. It 
will involve a wide spec-
trum of people including 
clergy and religious, “and a 
good number of lay people 
who will come together to 
hear and listen to different 
points of view that will help 
frame archdiocesan direc-

tion for years to come,” the 
archbishop said.
An archdiocesan Office of 

the Synod will be created 
as a commission that will 
guide the synodal process 
in the archdiocese. Focus 
groups will be gathered 
throughout the archdiocese 
in large listening sessions 
with a variety of people, ”to 
hear what they have to say,” 
the archbishop said. “Much 
of the work of the synod will 
be decentralized in the arch-
diocese.”
Discussions will revolve 

around central themes in the 
same way former Archbish-
op James Weisgerber’s 10-
Year Pastoral Plan, which 
concluded in October, 2014, 
had four basic pillars. “The 
synod will ask fundamental 
questions in order to de-
termine future directions,” 
Archbishop Gagnon said.
At the end of the two-year 

process there will be a series 
of large public gatherings 
in which future directions 
will be finalized. Then the 
archbishop will promulgate 
the various initiatives and 
proposals that come out of 
the synod that will frame 
the way the Archdiocese of 
Winnipeg operates going 
forward. 
Archbishop Gagnon is now 

in the process of putting 
together an archdiocesan 
synod office and calling to-
gether members of a synod 
commission. “I am looking 
for people to take leader-
ship,” he said.
The formal opening of the 

synod will take place with a 
liturgy at St. Mary’s Cathe-
dral.  

Contributed by
James Buchok

The Archdiocese of Win-
nipeg has begun a re-

view of Sharing God’s Gifts, 
our annual appeal, and our 
Stewardship Office with the 
creation of a Steering Com-
mittee that will examine the 
forms the Office and Appeal 
have taken since their incep-
tion in the late 1990s. 
The archdiocese has en-

gaged the services of a 
consultant specializing in 
diocesan transformation. 
Focus group meetings have 

been held over the last 
two months at St. Dominic’s 
Church in Neepawa, and at 
St. Anthony of Padua Church 
(West Kildonan), in Win-
nipeg.  The gatherings have 
produced positive engage-
ment with the participation 
of a wide cross section of 
people, both laity and clergy.
Many who have been part 

of the focus groups have ex-
pressed appreciation for the 
opportunity to  be consulted 
and feel reassured that the 
archdiocesan leadership has 
not forgotten stewardship.
There has been some con-

fusion around the appeal and 
parish assessment and people 
are suggesting a need for a 
clearer,  simpler formula. 
Though there have been 

many questions and concerns 
over the function and goals 
of the appeal and the stew-
ardship office over the last 
15 years, there is acknowl-
edgment that in many ways 

Sharing God’s Gifts and the 
Stewardship Office have 
served the archdiocese well.
It is the belief of Archbishop  

Gagnon that, as we complete 
our Centennial Year, now is 
the time to examine how the 
appeal and the stewardship 
office can be made stronger. 
The purposes of the review 

are to:
● Create a simpler and 

clearer formula for the 
Sharing God’s Gifts Appeal 
target for each parish and 
mission, that pastors and 

parishioners can understand 
and agree is fair.
● Provide ongoing informa-

tion, education and formation 
from archdiocesan leadership  
with respect to community 
life and how the archdioc-
esan operations and pastoral 
needs are funded.
Leadership development 

and training for pastors and 
lay leaders in stewardship as 
a way of life and collabora-
tion, are also part of the new 
vision for the annual appeal.
The entire process is fo-

cusing on bringing people 
together, by building connec-
tions and relationships while 
always fostering sensitivity 
to and respect for ethnic, cul-
tural and regional diversity.
Hoped for outcomes for the 

project include:
● To discuss and decide 

upon ways of integrating our 
Stewardship Office and pro-
cess with the appeal process.
● To identify steps to re-

construct our archdiocesan 
appeal process.
● To engage parishes in this 

effort.
● To foster laity and clergy 

ownership and active support 
for the stewardship and ap-
peal efforts and process.
An initial consultant’s re-

port is expected by the end of 
January.

Contributed by
James Buchok

First Synod 
in the 

history of the 
Archdiocese

Renewal of Stewardship Office and 
Sharing God’s Gifts Appeal

With the conclusion of  the Centennial Year 
Archbishop Richard Gagnon is seeking wide 
participation in vital initiatives. 

Meetings have 
been held at 
St. Dominic’s 

Church in 
Neepawa, and 

at St. Anthony of 
Padua Church 

(West Kildonan).  
The gatherings 
have produced 

positive 
engagement 

with the 
participation 

of a wide cross 
section of people, 

both laity and 
clergy.

On Sun., Sept. 20, St. Jo-
seph the Worker Parish 

in Russell sadly bid farewell 
to Sr. Marcelline Pasloski, 
OSB.  After 39 years of nurs-
ing in Russell, and as many 
years spent with her parish 
family, it was now time for 
her to enjoy the benefits of 
retirement.
Following Mass for her in-

tention, several presentations 
were made to Sr. Marcelline 
in recognition of her parish 
work and dedication, includ-
ing a framed photo of the 
church presented by Trustee 
James Roszell on behalf of 
the parishioners of St. Jo-
seph’s. Close friend and fel-
low CWL member, Marlene 
Pettitt, spoke about the many 
ministries and activities Sis-
ter was involved with at the 
parish level and in the com-
munity throughout the years, 
and how her prayerful pres-
ence was such an inspiration 
and example to all. The cat-
echism children read a beau-
tiful poem in her honour. 
Sr. Marcelline thanked ev-

eryone for their kind words, 

support, prayers and gifts. 
She also shared some won-
derful memories of the times 
spent with fellow parishio-
ners and friends in this faith 
community and town, mem-
ories she says she will hold 
close to her heart always. 
Sr. Marcelline is the last 

Benedictine Sister to serve 
in the town of Russell. The 
first Sisters of the Order of 
St. Benedict arrived in the 
community in 1929 and 
purchased a home that was 
remodeled to become Sacred 
Heart Hospital. The Sisters 
served in the hospital until 

1970 when the current hospi-
tal opened and Sacred Heart 
closed its doors.
The Benedictine Sisters con-

tinued to nurse in the com-
munity in the hospital and the 
Personal Care Home.  
Sr. Marcelline joined five 

or six other Sisters when she 

came to Russell in 1976 and 
worked with the aged at the 
Care Home for 39 years.  Pa-
rishioners and people in this 
town have fond memories of 
the babies the Sisters deliv-
ered and how caring, prayer-
ful and hardworking these 
nurses were.

Sr. Virginia Evard, Prioress 
of St. Benedict’s Monas-
tery  in Winnipeg, Sr. Marie 
Baker, Subprioress and Sr. 
Marcella Lambert (who also 
worked in Russell for many 
years ) came to celebrate this 
milestone and wonderful oc-
casion with Sr. Marcelline.  
Sr. Virginia was presented 

with a monetary gift from 
the parish to St. Benedict’s 
Foundation, in memory of all 
the Sisters of St. Benedict’s 
who served in this commu-
nity and parish for over 86 
years. Fr. Norberto Monton, 
St. Joseph’s Pastor, then 
called all the Sisters forward 
for a special blessing.
Everyone was invited to the 

parish hall afterwards for a 
delicious luncheon to cel-
ebrate Sister’s retirement.   
Sr. Marcelline will now be 

living at St. Benedict’s Mon-
astery in Winnipeg and will 
be missed by everyone who 
knew and loved her in Rus-
sell.

St. Joseph the Worker Honours Sr. Marcelline on Retirement 

Sr. Marcelline was presented with a framed photo of the church by Trustee James Roszell and was later 
joined by sister Benedictines Sr. Virginia Evard, Sr. Marcella Lambert and Sr. Marie Baker.
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Archdiocese of Winnipeg Annual Financial Report
Dear sisters and brothers, 

Once again we are 
pleased to present 

our statement of opera-
tions; as always, the re-
port speaks of the gen-
erosity of the People of 
God.
 We are fortunate to 

have a very active and 
competent finance 
council who advise me 
on the financial resourc-

es of the Archdiocese. 
We are also blessed to 
have a strong team in 
the finance department 
at the Catholic Centre. 
The statement that we 

are presenting reflects 
the financial report of 
the Archdiocese on June 
30, 2015. 
The complete audited 

report has been ap-
proved by the members 
of the Finance Council. 

If you would like more 
details, please contact 
our  Financial Adminis-
trator  Rhonda Chorney 
at (204) 478-3203. 
Once again thanks for 

your generosity!

Most Reverend  
  Richard  J. Gagnon
Reverend W. Richard                      
  Arsenault 
Allen Agpalza
Rhonda Chorney 
Charles Henaire
Reverend Monsignor  
  D. Ward Jamieson 
Ralph Piasta 
Guy Prefontaine 
Silva de Sousa 
William Wachko 
Sr. Susan Wikeem s.n.j.m.

Archdiocesan 
Finance 
Council

Archdiocese 
of Winnipeg 
Fast Facts

 
Catholic 

population  160,000

 Deaneries -  6
Parishes  -  67
Missions - 22

Reduced Service 
Churches - 10

 Diocesan Priests  
(including retired 

Priests) - 67
Religious Priests - 19

Deacons - 19
Seminarians - 2

Brothers - 2
Sisters - 106

Baptisms – 1562
First Communions 

– 280
Confirmations – 640

Marriages – 280
Christian Initiation 

of Adults – 30

Parish Schools - 7
Schools run by 

religious orders - 2
Number of students in 

all schools - 3,413

Number of children in 
Cathechetics 

- 3,900

Deaneries and parishes

Priests and Religious 

The Sacraments

Catholic Schools 

Cathechetics

Most Reverend 
Richard Gagnon 
Archbishop of Winnipeg

*In 2014 additional funds were raised to support victims 
of the typhoon and earthquake in the Philippines.
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Hearts on Fire bringing the warmth to Winnipeg in January

The first Archbishop of Winnipeg, Most 
Reverend Alfred Sinnott, relaxes in the 

sunshine at Camp Morton in 1935 with his 
dog. The theme for our Centennial Year, 
‘Proclaiming Christ Always,’ was adopted 
from Archbishop Sinnott’s episcopal mot-
to. Archbishop Sinnott served as Arch-
bishop of Winnipeg from 1916 to 1952.

That will lead to more fam-
ily members staying in the 
church. We have adult cat-
echism, but mostly women.
Maui: How can we plant 

a seed in a relationship of a 
husband and wife for them 
to share it with youth? If 
we have something like re-
newal of vows every five or 
10 years, if youth see that, 
they will see that marriage 
is important. 
Joi: If a family wants re-

newal you have to start with 
gathering the family and 
praying together as a family 
— The Rosary, The Angelus 
or the Divine Mercy. 
Judith: And it’s not al-

ways solemn prayer with a 
six-year-old who is maybe 
rolling around the floor or 
shouting. And even if we 
can’t always be together we 
can be together in spirit. We 
can pray together at 6 p.m. 
wherever we are. 
Zalde: How do we in-

volve parents in preparing 
children for sacraments, not 
just catechism?
Judith: A lot of church 

goers are not parishioners, 
they’re not registered, so 

there is no commitment. We 
need to educate our church 
goers that you should be 
registered. There is a lot of 
harvest possible but work-
ers are few.
Rachel: We have a vibrant 

welcoming ministry and 
we require all who want 
sacraments to register. We 
want them to know ‘we’re a 
community and we want to 
know you.’
Archbishop Gagnon: Peo-

ple are inundated by de-
mands and they are leery 
about being taken advantage 
of so they ask ‘what do I get 
out of being a parishioner at 
this church? I’m a roamin’ 
Catholic.’
Judith:  They will gain 

a sense of community and 
love.
Archbishop Gagnon: It’s 

about a connection between 
living the vocation of mar-
riage and being a parishio-
ner.
Monique: It’s about a rela-

tionship with God and other 
Christians.
Rachel: We have a parish 

covenant. It states what we 
are offering to parishioners, 

our promise of what we will 
give to you, and this is what 
we need from you.
Judith: When we evan-

gelize we need to ask ‘how 
can you help us?’ We’re all 
pieces of the puzzle.
Maui: Sunday is God’s 

day, let’s revitalize the fam-
ily day of Sunday. Mak-
ing Sunday family day 

reinforces all of our rela-
tionships.
Judith:  And children 

must always be welcome. 
Crying children or children 
running around, these are 
signs of life.
Rachel: And others must be 

welcomed. Those with spe-
cial needs, or single people. 

The Apostleship of Prayer 
Hearts on Fire retreat is 

coming to the Archdiocese 
of Winnipeg Jan. 30-31, 
bringing a day and a half of 
prayer, faith formation and 
spiritual renewal for young 
adults aged 18 to 35.
 “It’s about a deeper re-

lationship with Christ that 
is possible through prayer, 
rooted in the spiritual ex-
ercises of St. Ignatius of 
Loyola,” says Fr. Len Altilia 
S.J. “It’s about encouraging 
young people to pray.” 
The retreat takes place at 

St. Paul’s College at the 
University of Manitoba on 
the Saturday from 9 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. and Sunday from 
9 a.m. to noon, concluding 
with Mass at the college’s 
Christ the King Chapel. The 
event is sponsored by the 

Jesuits of English Canada, 
the Jesuits of Winnipeg and 
St. Ignatius Church in Win-
nipeg.
Sessions such as Hearts 

Looking for More; Paying 
Attention to the Movements 
of the Heart; and Vigilant 
Hearts: Discernment of 
Spirits, will be led by Jesuit 
scholastics John O’Brien 
S.J.  and Edmund Lo S.J., 
who have led a number of 
Apostleship of Prayer events 
in the U.S. and Canada over 
the past four years. Both are 
currently working towards a 
Masters of Divinity at Regis 
College in Toronto and an-
ticipating priestly ordination 
in three years. 
Based in Milwaukee, Wis., 

the Apostleship of Prayer 
website describes the Hearts 
on Fire experience as a 

spiritual renewal for young 
adults providing insights 
into “how the deepest de-
sires of our hearts lead us 
to the Heart of Jesus Christ” 
with practical ways to con-
nect faith and daily life.
Fr. Altilia, President of St. 

Paul’s High School in Win-

nipeg, said the retreat “in-
vites young people to pray 
about the issues of the world 
in union with the Sacred 
Heart.” All young adults are 
welcome and Altilia expects 
about 100 participants.
The cost is $20 to cover 

refreshments and a lunch 
on Saturday provided by 
Immaculate Conception 
Church. There will also be 
time for socializing over 
coffee with live music.
According to Apostleship 

of Prayer, its mission since 
1844 “has been to help 
Christians live out their de-
sire to serve God with their 

whole lives and their whole 
selves. God asks us all to 
pray for ourselves and for 
others. To make ourselves a 
living sacrifice and to pray 
without ceasing for all the 
needs of the Church and for 
the whole world. Since the 
nineteenth century, popes 
have asked the Apostleship 
of Prayer to pray for spe-
cific intentions. We receive 
two prayer intentions each 
month from the Holy Father, 
pledging ourselves to pray 
for them every day.”
The stated mission of the 

Apostleship of Prayer is 
“to encourage Christians 

to make a daily offering 
of themselves to the Lord 
for the coming of God’s 
Kingdom and for the Holy 
Father’s monthly intentions. 
This habit of prayer encour-
ages a Eucharistic spiritu-
ality of solidarity with the 
Body of Christ and loving 
service to others. Nourish-
ing this spiritual program is 
the love of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus.”
Hearts on Fire registra-

tion information is on the 
Archdiocese of Winnipeg 
website under weekly bul-
letin. To learn more about 
Apostleship of Prayer go to 
apostleshipofprayer.org.

Contributed by
James Buchok

Fr. Len Altilia S.J. 

Reflections on the World Meeting of Families (continued from page 1)

Joi and Judith Vasquez.

World Meeting of Families Prayer
God and Father of us all,

in Jesus, your Son and our Savior,
you have made us

your sons and daughters
in the family of the Church.

May your grace and love
help our families

in every part of the world
be united to one another
in fidelity to the Gospel.

May the example of the Holy Family,
with the aid of your Holy Spirit,

guide all families, especially those most 
troubled,

to be homes of communion and prayer
and to always seek your truth and live in 

your love.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, pray for us!
—World Meeting of Families 

Philadelphia 2015

Maui Zamora, Monique Gauthier and Rachel Suarez-
Banmann.

Zalde and Khristine Santos.

Proclaiming Christ Always, 
Rain or Shine
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Archdiocese of Winnipeg at 100: Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow

Pope Francis dreams of a poor church, the one that Jesus preached

Pope Francis dreams of a 
poor church, calling the 

faithful to poverty. “That is 
the church that Jesus and 
his disciples preached,” said 
Most Rev. Michael Miller, 
Archbishop of Vancouver, 
as he spoke of the teachings 
of Francis. “The church 
must be poor in imitation 
of its founder. The poor are 
present throughout the Gos-
pel, from beginning to end. 
They have much to teach 
us because they know the 
poverty of Christ, His suf-
fering.”
Miller was the opening 

keynote speaker at an aca-
demic conference examin-
ing the Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese of Winnipeg 
at 100: Yesterday, Today 
and Tomorrow, at St. Paul’s 
College at the University of 
Manitoba, Oct. 22-24. The 
conference was one of many 
special events marking the 
100th Anniversary of the 
Archdiocese of Winnipeg 
which concludes Dec. 4.
Miller’s topic was The Fu-

ture of the Universal Church 
and the Place of the Local 
Churches in that Future. The 
archbishop said it remains 
to be seen what such a call 
to poverty means to local 
churches, particularly rich 

churches such as in Canada 
or the U.S. “Pope Francis has 
a warning of danger in times 
of prosperity,” Miller said. 
“A rich church community 
just becomes another part of 
society, lacking the leaven 
of prophecy. When this 
happens the poor lose their 
place in the church. The 
church becomes so middle 
class the poor are ashamed 
to be a part of it. It becomes 
a church for the rich. Fran-
cis is concerned the faithful 
are too insular. We have re-
treated from outreach to the 
comfort of the sacristy. A 
church closed in on itself is 
a sick church.”
As goes the universal 

church, said Miller, so go 
the local churches. “The 
Ministry of Peter has as-
sumed such influence that 
the universal church is in-
extricably tied to the local 
church.”
Miller said when Cardinal 

Jorge Bergoglio chose the 
name Francis he set himself 
squarely in the footsteps of 
Assisi and his vocation to 
reform the church. Miller 
said Pope Francis hears the 
same invitation from Jesus 
that was heard by Assisi; 
“Francis go and repair my 
church, it is in ruins.”

For Francis, Miller said, 
“spiritual renewal must pre-
cede institutional reform. It 
is a renewal of the church 
by living the Gospel. A 
simple radical return to the 
real Gospel, to the style of 
the life of Jesus and the dis-
ciples as described in the 
Gospel.”
Miller said Francis hasn’t 

set an agenda for renewal 
because of his belief in 
God’s newness, “that He 
is continually surprising 
us and guiding us in unex-
pected ways. Francis is a 
great counsellor of patience 
regarding change, believing 
God did not hurry His histo-
ry of salvation. He preferred 

a long history.”
“So much of the new life 

of the church comes from 
the Christian Life Commu-
nity or Catholic Charismatic 
Renewal that emphasize a 
personal relationship with 
Christ,” said Miller, “and 
for Pope Francis, that is the 
sine qua non (what is indis-
pensable).” 
Miller said Francis preach-

es that “where we find 
decadent churches, we find 
Christians who have never 
encountered Jesus Christ 
or forgotten the encounter.” 
The archbishop said in the 
Pope’s view, the
church has “involved itself 

in small minded rules, not 

that rules are unimportant, 
but they make sense only in 
light of what is primary, the 
encounter with God. People 
need a church that shows 
love in concrete practical 
ways, a church that is re-
luctant to decry but quick to 
accept.”
Miller said the Pope com-

pares the church to a mother, 
“a mother that never gives 
up on her children, even 
those who erred or are err-
ing. She offers her love even 
to those who have fallen 
into a deep abyss and finds 
a form of mercy for all.”
“Pope Francis believes 

what the church needs is the 

ability to heal wounds, like 
a field hospital after a battle. 
You have to heal the wounds 
first and then you can talk 
about everything else.” 
Miller said in the Pope’s 

relations with bishops, and 
by extension local churches, 
Francis prefers synodality 
to collegiality. Miller said 
synodality allows for more 
inclusive and multi-layered 
relationships. “The synod 
is one way of the church 
walking and talking togeth-
er,” Miller said. “Francis 
believes a synod is a place 
for real consultation with 
bishops and the laity and if 
the future church becomes 
more synodal it will become 
a more listening church, a 
church that ‘journeys to-
gether with the eyes of faith 
and the heart of God.’”
“Pope Francis is pointing 

the universal church and lo-
cal churches to a path of re-
newal,” Miller said, “firstly 
spiritual but also practical, 
also progressive, looking at 
the future with fresh eyes. 
May our own local churches 
be ready to accept his chal-
lenge.”

Contributed by
James Buchok

St. Paul’s College Rector Dr. Christopher Adams 
with Most Rev. Michael Miller, Archbishop of Van-
couver. Photo by Matthew Semchyshyn.

‘Pope 
Francis 

hears the  
invitation 

from Jesus 
heard by 
Assisi; Go 
and repair 

my church, it 
is in ruins.’

Sol Kanee Lecture

Kids don’t run away to join gangs, they flee broken homes
No child joins a gang to 

gain friends, wealth or 
power, says a Jesuit priest 
who has lived and worked 
among the gangs of East 
Los Angeles for more than 
20 years. Even if a gang 
member tells you that, it’s 
still not true, says Fr. Greg 
Boyle S.J.
Boyle told an audience 

of 300 at the University of 
Manitoba Oct. 6 that if you 
dig deeper that gang mem-
ber will tell you “my mom 
would put her cigarettes out 
on my skin. My dad would 
hold my head down in the 
toilet. No kid is ever seeking 
something, they are always 
fleeing. If a kid can’t con-
jure a vision of tomorrow, if 
his present isn’t compelling, 
he won’t care what he does 
or what happens to him. An 
ex-gang member told me 
pride of family is better than 
any money. He said ‘I used 
to be that. Now I am this, 
exactly what God intended 
me to be.’ Ninety-five per 
cent of gang members want 
what others have, and that’s 
purpose.” Boyle said com-
munities continually “mis-
diagnose” the causes of ur-
ban violence. 
Boyle is the founder of 

Homeboy Industries, the 
largest gang intervention, 
rehabilitation and re-en-
try program in the United 

States, now it’s in 25th year. 
He was in Winnipeg to give 
this year’s St. Paul’s College 
Sol Kanee lecture and paid 
the city a high compliment 
saying it is “so good” be-
cause of accomplishments 
such as the Arthur V. Mauro 
Centre for Peace and Justice 
at the college and the Cana-
dian Museum for Human 
Rights. 
Boyle, a native Angelino, 

was ordained a Jesuit priest 
in 1984.  He worked in a 
penal colony in Mexico and 
California’s Folsom Prison 
and brought those experi-
ences to Boyle Heights in 
East Los Angeles, where 
he was pastor at Dolores 
Mission Church from 1986 
through 1992. If you Google 
‘Boyle Heights’ one of the 
first results is streetgangs.
com.
Boyle started what would 

become Homeboy Indus-
tries, a non-profit organiza-
tion employing and training 
more than 300 former gang 
members every year in en-
terprises such as Homeboy 
Silkscreen, Homeboy Bak-
ery and Homegirl Café. 
Homeboy also provides es-
sential services to 12,000 
people a year.  Homeboy 
provides on-the-job train-
ing and programs includ-
ing mental health therapy 
and tattoo removal. Boyle is 

the author of Tattoos on the 
Heart: The Power of Bound-
less Compassion. His name 
is also on a long list of state 
and national honours for his 
work.
“The day won’t ever come 

when I have more courage 
or I’m being drawn closer 
to God then when I am with 
those people,” Boyle said. 
“The task at Homeboy is to 
dismantle the messages of 
shame and disgrace. Each of 
us is a whole lot more than 
the worst thing we’ve ever 
done.”
“We are called to create a 

community of kinship but 
how do we create a commu-
nity where no one is stand-
ing outside of it? Margins 
are erased when you choose 
to stand there. You stand 
with the powerless you stand 

with the easily despised and 
the easily left out, with the 
desperate, so the day will 
come when we stop throw-
ing people away. Peace and 
justice is a by-product of 
our kinship. It can only hap-
pen if you stand for kinship 
and communities.”
Boyle sprinkled humour 

throughout his otherwise dif-
ficult topic. He said the ex-
gangers he calls ‘homeys,’ 
“taught me everything of 
value, including texting. 
People who were rival gang 
members used to shoot bul-
lets at each other, now they 
shoot texts.”
He said the tattoo removal 

service began with an ex-
convict who had a large ob-
scene tattoo on his forehead. 
“He said to me, ‘I’m having 
a hard time finding a job.’ I 
found a doctor with a laser 
machine who gave me one 

hour a month.”
“Serving is a hallway to 

the ballroom of community. 
The hope is that there is no 
longer a distance between 
us. We are all in need of 
healing, that is what is what 
it means to be human.”
Boyle spoke of an em-

ployer willing to give a job 
to someone who had been in 
and out of prison. “That’s a 
holy man, right there. And 
the ex-con he hired asked 
me ‘you know who I have 
to thank?’ I thought he was 
going to say me, but he said 
‘God!’”
He said the kind of service 

people give “depends on 
what kind of God you have.” 
He spoke of the people who 
run Homeboy Industries and 
how they are sometimes ex-
hausted and at the same time 
exalted.  “That’s the kind of 
God that I want to know. 

The God who exhausts him-
self in loving us so he has 
no time to be disappointed 
in us. How you see God is 
how you’re going to see 
people who are broken.”
Boyle said an ex-gang 

member once joined him on 
a speaking engagement and 
told the crowd he once hid 
the wounds of his life but 
now welcomes them. “He 
said ‘how can I help heal the 
wounded if I don’t welcome 
my own wounds?’ If you 
don’t welcome your own 
wounds you will tend to de-
spise the wounded.” He said 
at Homeboy “we don’t want 
people who are healers or 
fixers, we want people who 
say ‘I need healing.’ I defy 
anyone to identify who is the 
service provider and who is 
the service recipient.”
Boyle said the measure of 

the health of a community 
“is its ability to stand in awe 
of what the poor have to 
carry, rather than in judg-
ment of how they carry it. 
Find your way to the mar-
gins, look under your feet, 
the margins are being erased 
because you stood there. 
But beware, because you 
will be told you are wasting 
your time.”

Contributed by
James Buchok

Fr. Gregory Boyle SJ

Margins are erased when 
you choose to stand there. 

You stand with the powerless, 
the despised and the easily 
left out, with the desperate, 

so the day will come when we 
stop throwing people away. 
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On September 2, 2015, a picture of a three-year old Syrian boy washed ashore in Greece 
was shown to the world. For years, most of the world was indifferent to the plight of 

refugees, acknowledging that something should be done but content not to get personally 
involved. This could be said of some in our own Archdiocese. There were some people 
who wished to be involved but for the large part while there was empathy to the situation 
there was no corresponding call to action. The picture of the boy changed the world and 
our Archdiocese. The picture brought a sense of reality to the plight of refugees that the 
mere reading of facts and figures could not. We saw our children in the little boy and we 
felt the desperation and pain of the parent. We could no longer sit by and allow a world to 
exist that allowed this to happen to children.  We could feel the anguish of a parent who 
felt that he had no choice but to make this risky move to save his children. The tragedy of 
the outcome overwhelmed us and compelled us to act.
We came to see in the refugees ourselves. One day living normal lives, going to work, 

raising families, dreaming and hoping for the future and the next day lives falling apart, 
and the dreams and hopes turning to fear and survival. As terrorists got closer there was 
no choice but to flee their homes, the homes of their ancestors. To flee was to go to the 
nearest refugee camp, bringing only the belongings they could carry. Once in the camps, 
they hoped for their homeland to become safe again so that they could return to the life 
they once knew. But days grew into weeks and then into years. There is nothing to do in 
the camp as most host countries will not allow the refugee to work. They sit there watching 
their children get little to no education. They cannot see a future for their children and the 
camps are not safe. There is limited medical assistance, and terrorists and human traffick-
ers raid the camps. The only hope is for a country like Canada to open its doors and give 
them a home,  to return to them their human dignity.
We in the Archdiocese recognized this and have responded to the “knock at the door” 

(Revelations 3:20).  Parishes are joining together and starting the sponsorship process. 
However, even before the attacks in Paris, there were some who were concerned that by 
sponsoring refugees we would be making our country less safe by allowing in terrorists.  
Some noted that in Europe, men were arriving who were not refugees and there were 
insufficient checks.  
 The situation in Europe is different than in Canada and in our Archdiocese. Mostly we 
would be sponsoring families. Most of those sponsored would come from refugee camps.  
They would not come from Europe as the Canadian government has determined that by 
going to Europe the refugee has a safe place to live. Most importantly our government 
has engaged its security forces to do security checks on the refugees seeking to live here. 
It is important to note that most of the acts of terrorism have been done by citizens of the 
country attacked. In Paris the majority of the terrorists were French and Belgium citizens.
 Regardless of where the terrorists come from we are called to live our lives not in fear 
but in love.
 There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear: for fear has to do with punish-
ment and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love.  We love because he first loved 
us. 1 John 4:18-19
 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.  I do not give to you as the world gives.  
Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not let them be afraid. John 14:27
 For God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love 
and of self-discipline. 2 Timothy 1: 7
 For I, the Lord your God, hold your right hand; it is I who say to you, “Do not fear.  I 
will help you.” Isaiah 41:13
 Recently there was a video in which a boy of about five and his father were inter-
viewed outside one of the Paris cafes where flowers were laid and candles lit. The young 
boy was asked if he understood what happened in Paris and why it happened.  He said yes, 
that there were really bad men who did mean things. He said that they had to be careful and 
would have to move. The father said to his son; “Do not worry; we do not have to move.  
France is our home.” The young son replied to his father that these were really bad guys 
and they have guns and they do mean things. The father told his son not to worry because 
we have flowers. The young son said to his father that flowers do not do anything. The 
father replies that they do and tells his son to look at all the flowers people are bringing.  
He tells his son that flowers fight guns and the flowers and candles will protect them. The 
son then lets the interviewer know that he feels better and then the son and the father share 
beautiful smiles. This is what we should be feeling and sharing with our children. Love, 
empathy and solidarity will protect us.  As long as we hold on to our humanity, our human 
dignity, we win.
December 8, 2015 is the beginning of the Holy year of Mercy.  Pope Francis has asked us 

to reflect on our works of mercy.  He has said that taking in refugee families is a “concrete 
gesture” in the Year of Mercy.
 The Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops in their Pastoral letter, I Was a Stranger 
and You Welcomed Me, say at paragraph 18: Our faith calls us to let ourselves be moved 
— even disturbed — by our sisters and brothers who are refugees. They await out listen-
ing ears, our open hearts and our outstretched arms to receive them.  Welcoming those 
whose lives are marked by hardship, poverty and uncertainty is not only a moral duty; it 
is a constitutive act of the Church’s life. Do not let fear invade your hearts, reach out and 
welcome the stranger.
If you need further information about the Archdiocese of Winnipeg sponsorship program 

please contact me.

Patti Fitzmaurice is coordinator at Micah House, the Catholic Centre for Social Justice
1039 Main St., Winnipeg, R2W 3R2 (204) 589-5393
sjustice@mymts.net  Join us on Facebook

Immaculate Conception Drop-In 
recharges and renews for future

The View from Micah House

Welcoming the Stranger

The Drop In at Immacu-
late Conception Church 

in Winnipeg needs you. Or, 
if you heed the words of 
some of its long-time vol-
unteers, maybe you need 
the Drop In.
Words such as “life-chang-

ing, transformative, “ and 
“a blessing, we’re the lucky 
ones” are used by those who 
give their time in service to 
others as they describe the 
experience. And although 
there are always enough 
helpers to serve hot meals 
on Sunday afternoons, 
whether it’s eight servers 
or two dozen, the Drop In 
is in a constant state of re-
cruiting, because the need is 
great. 
Ruth Chipman has been 

part of the Drop-In leader-
ship team for the past 11 
years and now it’s time for 
transition. Chipman called 
for a gathering of seasoned 
volunteers, curious possible 
new recruits, and people 
from the Point Douglas 
community the Drop-In 
serves, to talk about the fu-
ture. A third of the volunteer 
servers and food prepara-
tion crew live in the inner 
city neighbourhood. An-
other third are high school 
students fulfilling a com-
munity service requirement, 
although many continue af-
ter graduation, and the rest 
are people from all over 
Winnipeg.
One of the new and curi-

ous at the gathering was 
a healthcare worker at the 
Health Sciences Centre, 
in another part of the in-
ner city. She sees the poor 
teens from the neighbour-
hood among the medicine 
and dentistry students, “the 
same age with the same in-
telligence but just stuck on 
a totally different trajectory. 
I’m tired of them always 
being told, ‘you can’t come 
in here.’” She wants to part 

of a place where all are wel-
come.
Chipman talked about the 

40-year history of the Drop 
In, starting with the Legion 
of Mary. There was no 
Salvation Army presence 
(which there is now, close 
by on Main Street) and no 
Siloam Mission (a down-
town shelter providing 
meals, clothing and more) 
and nothing open on week-
ends. The Holy Names sis-
ters also helped and in the 
last 15 to 20 years more and 
more lay people started get-
ting involved. Chipman said 
a major change occurred 
when the Drop In switched 
from having people line up 
for food, which favoured 
the more able bodied, and 
instead let all come in and 
sit down and be served.
“The New Testament is 

not full of long lines,” she 
said. “It’s full of feasts and 
weddings and celebrations. 
We’re doing loaves and 
fishes every week. What’s 
critical is that it’s commu-
nity, not charity.”
A long-time volunteer 

said, “I’m transformed. The 
line blurs between who’s 
the one serving and who’s 
the one being served. We’re 
all in this together and that’s 
what you see.”
Another quoted Pope Fran-

cis saying “the church is to 
be a field hospital. A field 
hospital where we’re all pa-
tients and doctors and nurs-
es.” She said the Drop In “is 
a treasure that we need to 
protect and help to flourish. 

In all those we meet there 
we have been held in God’s 
loving care. It’s not one per-
son trying to do good, we 
are a group.”
Chipman said three areas 

need to be addressed for 
the future of the Drop In; 
gaining new volunteers, 
growing the coordinating 
team and improving com-
munications. “Who can we 
engage? Who will be a part 
of change at the heart of the 
city?,” she asked. One spe-
cific need is for people with 
food handling certification.
Many potential help-

ers may worry about their 
safety in the neighbourhood 
or with some of the people 
they might meet, but the 
regular volunteers say there 
is no need to be afraid. “It’s 
not dangerous. After one or 
two times you realize there 
is no need to be afraid.”
A long-time volunteer 

said, “I had lived so long in 
such a protected way. The 
most surprising and amaz-
ing thing is the personal 
transformation, coming out 
of my bubble.”
Governments do what they 

can, said Chipman, “but we 
know what works, and what 
works are friendships and 
relationships.”
Anyone who wants to lend 

a hand need only show up, 
Sunday afternoons at 12:30 
at Immaculate Conception 
Church, 181 Austin St., 
Winnipeg.

Contributed by
James Buchok

Ruth Chipman, front and centre, with some long-time volunteers and some 
new ones answering the call. 

“We’re doing loaves and 
fishes every week. 

What’s critical is that it’s 
community, not charity.”
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The religious com-
munities that have 

served the Archdiocese 
of Winnipeg over the 
past 100 years were hon-
oured Oct. 18 with an 
evening prayer service 
at St. Mary’s Cathedral 
in Winnipeg, and, by di-
vine coincidence, while 
The Year of Consecrated 
Life continues to be ob-
served.
The event was one of 

many celebrating the 
Centennial of the Arch-
diocese of Winnipeg 
which concludes Dec. 4.
The Year of Consecrat-

ed Life proclaimed by 
Pope Francis “is a sig-
nificant event in the life 
of the universal church,” 
said Archbishop Rich-
ard Gagnon. The spe-
cial year in fact spans 
14 months from Nov. 
30, 2014 to the Feast 
of the Presentation of 
Jesus in the Temple on 
Feb. 2, 2016 and, said 
the Archbishop, “it has 
been marked by many 
events large and small in 
Manitoba, Canada and 
the world.”
The Archbishop said 

the Pope’s letter to in-
augurate the year ex-
presses the gratitude 
of the church “for the 
participation and pasto-
ral service of religious 
communities. The Holy 
Father refers to oppor-
tunities of these present 
times for religious com-

munities to meet present 
challenges. Pope Francis 
encourages all religious 
to live their charisms de-
spite the challenges.”
Archbishop Gagnon 

said Pope St. John Paul II 
wrote in his 1996  letter 
Vita Consecrata (Conse-
crated Life) “you have a 
glorious history and fu-
ture. Look to the future 
where the spirit is send-
ing you to do new things 
– new charisms have 
always sprung forth out 
of need, we are called to 
have every confidence 
in the evangelical vital-
ity of spiritual life.”
In the evening’s reading 

from the Second Letter 
to the Corinthians, Arch-
bishop Gagnon said, the 
writer Paul “continues to 
teach that Christ sends 
consolation in times of 
great difficulty; ‘as our 
suffering is great our 
consolation is also great 
with Christ.’ Paul’s suf-

ferings help the Corin-
thians with their spiritual 
and physical and psy-
chological challenges. It 
is appropriate this year 
for each religious com-
munity to thank God for 
the gift of the spirit and 
religious vocations.”
The Archbishop said 

that during Pope Fran-
cis’ recent visit to St. 
Patrick’s Church in New 
York City the pontiff ex-
pressed his esteem and 
gratitude to religious 
women, asking “‘what 
would the church be 
without you? To you I 
say a big thank you I 
love you very much.’ On 
behalf of the Archdio-
cese of Winnipeg I can 
express the same to all 
of you here tonight.”
The list of communities 

of men and women that 
have served the archdio-
cese numbers more than 
40, some of which were 
working in Manitoba be-

fore the archdiocese was 
created. “An astonishing 
historical fact,” said the 
archbishop, “and many 
continue today to live out 
the meaning of our bap-
tisms.” The archbishop 
reiterated the question, 
“where would we be 
without you?  Without 
you the very evangeli-
cal heart of the church 
would be empty and 
the fervor of the gospel 
would be blunted.”
 “Consecrated life is 

a gift to the church,” 
Archbishop Gagnon 
said. “It grows in the 
church and is dedicated 
to the church. It is at the 
very heart of the church. 
It belongs to the life and 
holiness of the church. 
During this Centennial 
of the Archdiocese of 
Winnipeg I encourage 
what Pope Francis is 
encouraging, a renewed 
commitment.”
“The movement of the 

holy spirit works in times 
of cultural change. We 
must inform our young 
people about the rewards 
of giving one’s life to 
Christ. Pope Francis has 
said the health of the 
church depends on this. 
The young will be drawn 
to those who are joy-
filled in their vocation.”
Sr. Mary Coswin, origi-

nally from Winnipeg 
and who joined the lo-
cal community of the 
Sisters of St. Benedict in 
1963, spoke on behalf of 
religious communities, 
saying that although 
communities of conse-
crated men and women 
have long provided vital 
ministries of education, 
healthcare, care for the 
poor, the sick, those in 
prisons, young people 
at risk, and much more, 
“religious life is not a 
workforce but a prophet-
ic life form. Consecrated 
life is a slow journey to 

the mystery of God.”
“We live a life of coun-

ter culture,” Coswin 
said. “It’s no secret we 
religious have our own 
problems. So it very 
heartening to hear the 
Pope say we all know 
the problems of de-
creasing numbers, aging 
members and threats of 
social irrelevance. But 
it is precisely because 
of the challenges that 
we continue to hope. 
‘Be not afraid I am with 
you.’” (Isaiah 41:10)
“We are not perfect but 

should not be afraid of 
making mistakes. We 
recognize our many 
benefactors, lay men 
and women and we 
learn from them. We are 
all baptized into Christ 
to wake up the world in 
desperate need of faith, 
love and joy.”

Contributed by
James Buchok

Tuesday December 8       7:30 pm  Mass to Open the Year of  Mercy, St. Mary’s Cathedral
Wednesday December 9       3:30 pm  Archdiocesan Finance Council Catholic Centre, 
       Winnipeg
Thursday December 10     1:30 pm  Inter-Diocesan Pro Life Meeting, St. Boniface 
       Pastoral Centre, Winnipeg
Saturday               December 12     4:00 pm  Chez Nous Christmas Dinner, Winnipeg
Sunday  December 13     9:00 am  Mass & Pastoral Visit , St Alphonsus’ Parish         
       Minnedosa
     11:00 am  Mass & Pastoral Visit, St Jude’s Parish, Erickson
     1:00 pm  Mass & Pastoral Visit, Sacred Heart Parish
       Elphinstone
Wednesday December 15      5:30 am   Dawn Mass, St Peter’s Parish, Winnipeg
                                                                12:00 pm Catholic Cemeteries AGM, Catholic Centre, Winnipeg
Thursday              December 17      10:00 am              Ecumenical Bishops , Winnipeg
Sunday                  December 20      5:00 am  Dawn Mass, St Edward’s Parish, Winnipeg
Thursday              December 24     10:00 pm               Christmas Eve Mass, St Mary’s Cathedral
Sunday  January 3             11:30 am               Mass for Epiphany, St Mary’s Cathedral
Thursday              January 7             9:30 am  Mass St Maurice School, St Vital Parish, Winnipeg
January 11-15                                       Bishops of  Western Canada Annual Retreat         
       Mission, BC
January 21- 30                                      International Eucharistic Congress            
       Cebu, Philippines
Wednesday         February 17        1:30pm                  Ad Hoc Committee on Catholic Education
       Catholic Centre, Winnipeg
Friday  February 19        9:00am   Prison Ministry Meeting Micah House, Winnipeg                
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Serra Club supports vocations 
with funds raised at annual dinner 

Irene Kirouac and Guy Coughlin of the Serra 
Club present a cheque to Archbishop Gagnon 
for $15,000 to support vocations in the archdio-
cese. The funds were raised at the Serra Club of 
Winnipeg’s Annual Dinner, Oct. 15 at the Caboto 
Centre.  The event raises funding for vocations, 
providing seminary students with financial as-
sistance. 

Evening Prayer for Religious Communities in the Archdiocese

Sisters of the Missionaries of Charity, left, were among the more than 40 religious communities honoured at an evening prayer 
service Oct. 18 at St. Mary’s Cathedral, in thanks for their long service to the Archdiocese of Winnipeg.


