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A Message from
Archbishop
Richard Gagnon
Dear Brothers and
Sisters in Christ
of the Archdiocese of
Winnipeg,

I

t is with joy and gratitude that we welcome
the Holy Year of Mercy,
recently announced by
Pope Francis. We have
just completed a wonderful anniversary year in the
Archdiocese of Winnipeg,
a year in which we gave
thanks for the 100 years of
faith present in our community and a year where
we re-dedicated ourselves
to Proclaiming Christ Always in our province, cities, towns and indigenous
communities. The Holy
Father has now given
the Universal Church the
gift of a Jubilee Year of
Mercy. For us in the Archdiocese of Winnipeg, it is
a privileged moment to

deepen our conversion to
Christ and move forward
from our Centennial Year.
The Holy Father invites
us to open our hearts during this Holy Year so as to
experience the closeness of
the Father. He invites us to
wake-up to the tenderness
and mercy of God which
is “almost tangible” in our
lives, and by so doing, our
faith will be strengthened.
The Holy Year of Mercy is
inspired by the Gospel of
St. Luke and its many accounts of Jesus’ love for
the poor. It would do us
well this year to read the
Gospel of Luke for ourselves so that we can live
in the light of Scripture’s
teaching on mercy: “Be
merciful even as the Father
is merciful.”(Luke 6:36).
In the Archdiocese of
Winnipeg the Holy Year
of Mercy began on the Solemnity of the Immaculate
Conception,
December
8, 2015, with Mass at St.
Mary’s Cathedral, and concludes on the Solemnity of
Christ the King of the Universe, November 20, 2016.

Ed Kaskiw and Rose Onofrey enter the Holy Door
for the Holy Year of Mercy on the west side of
St. Mary’s Cathedral in downtown Winnipeg on
Christmas morning.
In celebrating the Immaculate Conception we recall
with joy, Mary’s Magnifi-

cat when she sings that the
Father has remembered his
promise of mercy in every
generation. In celebrat-
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ing Christ the King we
recall that in Jesus we see
the living countenance of
the Father of Mercy. This
is what the face of mercy
looks like.
Pope Francis emphasizes
three areas for our consideration during the Holy
Year of Mercy. Each of
these important pastoral
areas is explained in more
detail in my longer Pastoral
Letter found on the Archdiocesan website. It contains
many practical suggestions
in celebrating this Holy
Year and I look forward
to each parish, school and
community creatively incorporating the theme of
mercy in their pastoral
planning. The three areas
of focus for the Holy Year
of Mercy are:
1) The role of the Sacrament of Reconciliation as
a means of encountering
God’s mercy in our lives.
• During the Holy Year of
Mercy we are encouraged
to begin anew the practice of regular confession
as a pathway to a deeper
conversion to Christ. The

grace of the Sacrament
will bring us healing and
will encourage us in turn,
to be merciful to others.
• During the Holy Season
of Lent, we as an archdiocese are called upon to explore new ways to live out
the discipline of Lent as a
community, both striving
to live in the light of God’s
mercy and focusing on the
needs of others.
2) The Jubilee Indulgence and the Holy Door:
• Our Centennial Year
incorporated a special Jubilee Indulgence. Certain
pilgrimage churches were
designated throughout the
archdiocese as part of a
special spiritual program.
In the Holy Year of Mercy
we have an even greater
grace given to us, a Plenary Indulgence that is
granted only by the Holy
Father. It is the Holy Father’s desire that all members of the Church avail
themselves of this Plenary
Indulgence.

Continued on page 3

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

I

Lutherans plan to commemorate, not celebrate, events of 1517

n 2017 Lutherans in
Canada and around
the world will mark 500
years since Martin Luther
nailed his 95 grievances
to a church door in the
German city of Wittenberg, setting in motion the
events that would lead to
an earth shattering Protestant Reformation.
Bishop Elaine Sauer,
head of the Winnipegbased Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada
Manitoba/Northwestern
Ontario Synod, says it
will be a year of great and
joyful events but will be
a “commemoration, not a
celebration,” of what became one of the most divisive eras in the world’s
history.
“We want to proclaim
what the reformation gave
us, “ said Rev. Paul Gehrs, of the ELCIC National
Office, “but there were
painful things that happened on both (Catholic

and Reformation) sides.”
Sauer and Gehrs, and
Winnipeg’s
Lutheran
church, hosted the fifteenth
annual luncheon of church
leaders and their chancery,
diocesan and conference
staffs Jan. 14 at St. Mark’s
Lutheran Church in Winnipeg, ahead of the Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity.
In the same way the Week
of Prayer brings faiths together, Sauer says Winnipeg is unique being home
to seven ecumenical bishops that meet annually.
The ELCIC’s national office is also located in Winnipeg and is led by Bishop
Susan Johnson.
The Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Canada numbers
115,000 members in 525
congregations. It is a member of the Lutheran World
Federation, the Canadian Council of Churches
and the World Council of
Churches. The ELCIC began in 1986 with the merg-

Rev. Paul Gehrs of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Canada National Office, and Bishop Elaine Sauer, of
the ELCIC Manitoba/Northwestern Ontario Synod.

er of two Lutheran groups
which resulted from earlier
mergers before that.
The ELCIC Manitoba/
Northwestern
Ontario
Synod is made up of 65
congregations with 14 in
Winnipeg, six in Ontario
(as far east as Thunder Bay
where there are three con-

gregations) and the majority in other cities and towns
in Manitoba.
The Lutheran World Federation has initiated the
Reformation
Challenge
for 2017, with Lutherans
across Canada invited to
join together to: Sponsor 500 refugees to Can-

ada through Canadian
Lutheran World Relief;
plant 500,000 trees; raise
$500,000 for the Lutheran
World Federation Endowment Fund; and provide
500 scholarships for Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Jordan and the Holy Land
schools. The schools operate despite conflicts in
Palestine and Israel and
welcome children of all
faiths, providing education, job skills and leadership formation. A scholarship of $1,400 will allow a
student to attend school for
one year.
“These are practices we
believe the church should
be focused on,” said Sauer,
adding that the Manitoba/Northwestern Ontario
Synod has set its goals at
sponsorship of 60 refugees, providing 60 scholarships, planting 60,000
trees and raising $60,000
for the LWF.
Sunday school children at

Messiah Lutheran Church
in west Winnipeg have
already started collecting loonies and toonies
for scholarships, and St.
Paul’s Lutheran Church in
Brunkild, Man., so far has
raised $1,000 to plant trees
and another $700 to put toward sponsoring refugees.
Lutherans have a long
history in Manitoba according to the ELCIC
website, with the first Lutheran services in Canada
held in Churchill in the
fall of 1619, by the Rev.
Rasmus Jensen, a chaplain
with an ill-fated Danish
expedition, searching for
the Northwest Passage.
In 2017 the National
Convention of the ELCIC
will be held in Winnipeg.
Contributed by
James Buchok
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Jubilee of Mercy
Continued from page 1

The conditions required for the Indulgence and the great variety of possibilities are explained fully in my
Pastoral Letter.
• Holy Doors are sacramental symbols of entering and welcoming the
grace of the Holy Year of Mercy.
Besides St. Mary’s Cathedral, certain
other churches have been dedicated
throughout the archdiocese as pilgrimage sites with Holy Doors. The
shrines located in the three archdioceses in Winnipeg will also be designated pilgrimage sites.
3) The Spiritual and Corporal Works
of Mercy:
• Throughout this year, there will
be an emphasis on the Spiritual and
Corporal works of mercy. These are
practical pastoral initiatives that can
be undertaken so as to make the mercy of the Father tangible for others. I
look forward to hearing about creative
ways we can act upon these works of
mercy.
• We are also encouraged to be agents
of mercy to those alienated from the
Church, those who are vulnerable
and those on the peripheries of society and the Church.

L

The Holy Year of Mercy is not
only an excellent way to continue
our proclamation of Christ following our Centennial Year, but it is also
a wonderful way to mark the 50th
Anniversary of the closing of the Second Vatican Council which occurred
on December 8, 1965. St. Pope John
XXIII sought to move the Church towards the model of a merciful mother
rather than a church of severity. It
is my hope that the Archdiocese will
fully live this year of grace both in
a greater experience of God’s mercy
for each and every one of us and as
disciples living merciful lives reaching out to others through meaningful
encounters.
May God be with all of you during
this Jubilee of Mercy,

Most Reverend Richard Gagnon
Archbishop of Winnipeg

Winnipeg hosts its first LiveLoud with 600 gathering in prayer and song

iveloud is an evening
of praise and worship, that begins with an
exposition of displays and
booths leading into a full
evening of music, prayers
and sharing. A hundredplus people gathered as
a Catholic community in
Winnipeg, recognizing the
power, love, and faithfulness of Christ in our lives.
Winnipeg hosted its first
ever Liveloud concert on
the weekend of Nov. 14,
2015 at the University of
Manitoba. Six hundred

people came together before the Lord to praise
His name with hearts
abandoned and opened to
proclaim His name. The
evening started off with
displays by organizations
within the Archdiocese of
Winnipeg and the community of Couples for Christ.
The concert itself proclaimed the beauty of
the Lord, and His plans
through personal testimonies from families and
youth who are witnesses
of His redemptive love

and faithfulness which has
the power to change our
sadness to joy, giving us
new life. We, as Catholics,
should not be silent but
deepen our relationship
with Christ and all those
around us so that every
day, every action, and every word will be a living
proclamation of our deep
and great love for God.
Contributed by
Regina Rhae Contreras

You are invited to
take a break and
COME! TAP INTO
THE LOVE OF GOD!
This day long retreat
will take place at
St. Charles R.C. Church
320 St.Charles Street
Saturday, February 13,2016
9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Facilitator is Yvonne Block,
Spiritual Director.
Cost: $20, lunch included.
Information and reservations call
Anna 204-8952420
or Fran 204-8897348

LiveLoud was held Nov. 14 at the University of Manitoba.

Ignatian Lecture Series
Wednesday evenings during Lent
7-8:30 p.m. St. Ignatius Adult Education Centre
925 Jesse Avenue (South Side of the Church)
To register call Valerie 204-453-9243.

17 Feb.: The Francis Effect and Catholic Education
- Fr. Len Altilia, SJ, President, St. Paul’s High School
24 Feb.: The Jesuits, Social Justice and Quixote House
- Fr. Eduardo Soto Parra, SJ, Superior, Jesuits of Winnipeg
2 March: Pope Francis and the Year of Mercy For Us
- Dr. Christine Butterill, Dean Emerita, St. Paul’s College,
U of M.
9 March: An Encounter of Christ’s Mercy at Communion
and in the Confessional
- Fr. Jeff Burwell, SJ, Professor, U of M.
16 March: Reflections on Reconciliation & Mercy
- Dr. Emoke J E Szathmary, CM, OM, FRSC, President
Emeritus, U of M.
All are welcome. Free-will offering.
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Catholic Schools Week Feb. 7-12, 2016
Catholic Education - Growing in Manitoba

W

e are very excited
that our 19th Catholic school in Manitoba
will be opening in September of 2016. Gonzaga
Middle School, inspired by
the compassion and generosity of Mark Chipman,
Steve Chipman, and Bob
Puchinak and endorsed
by the Jesuits will serve
academically
capable
children from low income
families in North Point
Douglas and the North
East Downtown neighborhoods of Winnipeg. The
school will be based on
the Nativity/Miguel model
and will have an extended
school day as well as other
resources and programs to
assist these students whose
potential has been compromised by social and economic factors. Gonzaga

Catholic
Education is
an investment
in the future
of a child and
society.
Robert Praznik

will give more parents a
choice in education.
Catholic Schools in
Manitoba will be celebrating Catholic Schools
Week February 7th – 12th
this year. The purpose of
Catholic Schools Week is
to build support for and
community
awareness
of the high standards of

excellence of education
available to all students
in our early, middle, and
high schools. We are faith
communities that strive to
live gospel values each and
every day. Faith and values
are incorporated into all
aspects of school life and
curriculum.
At this time of year, most
of the Catholic schools
in Manitoba have hosted
open houses as they be-

gin the registration process for 2016/17. If you
were unable to attend an
open house I encourage
you to feel free to call the
schools to arrange a visit
so that your children or
grandchildren can take full
advantage of the benefits
of a Catholic education.
Catholic education goes
beyond preparation for a
secular life; it is an education that prepares students
for a Christian life. This is
one of the greatest gifts we
can give a child.
It is the reality of our current situation that Catholic
schools of Manitoba only
receive partial funding
from the government. Our
schools operate with the
support and efforts of parents, families, pastors, parishes, religious orders, the

Knights of Columbus, and
the staff of our schools and
the faithful of the Archdiocese. It is only through the
contributions of so many
that we are able to offer a
high quality Catholic education to approximately
five thousand students in
the Province each year.
Your support and prayer is
very much appreciated.
Catholic Education is an

investment in the future
of a child and society. It
is one of the greatest gifts
you can give a child because faith, morals, and
values last a lifetime.
God Bless
Robert Praznik
Director of Education
Archdiocese of
Winnipeg
Catholic Schools

St. Ignatius School
Proudly Offers:
Full day nursery program
Full day Kindergarten
French instruction from
Kindergarten to grade 8
Fully equipped technology lab
Music classes for
grades 1, 2 & 3
Before and after
school program
Industrial Arts classes
(off-site) for grades 7 & 8
Extracurricular activities
include: Athletics, Social Justice, Green Team, Debating,
Student Leadership, Junior
choir and Senior choir clubs
Social Justice trips in
conjunction with Me to We
Hot lunch program
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Gonzaga Middle School Opening in September

anitoba’s
newest
Catholic
school, Gonzaga Middle School, will open
in September serving Winnipeg’s Point
Douglas and North
East Downtown neighbourhoods.
“Gonzaga will operate inclusively, being
open to a variety of
cultural traditions and
expressions of spirituality, including Christian
and indigenous traditions,” says Principal
Tom Lussier. “We want
our students to learn
and respect their own

faith and spiritual traditions, to understand
where they come from
and who they hope to
become. Leaders from
the community have
provided their advice
and expertise as planning for the school has

moved forward.”
The school will start
with 20 Grade 6 students and will grow
to about 60 students
(Grade 6-8) by 2018.
Tuition is free but in return students and their
families must commit to

Holy Ghost School

2016 -2017

www.archwinnipeg.ca/
catholic_schools

Kindergarten to Grade 8
333 Selkirk Ave., Winnipeg
Phone: 582-1053
email: schooloffice@holyghostschool.ca
website: www.holyghostschool.ca
Principal: Ms. J. Siska
Pastor: Fr. Alfred Grzempa, OMI

a longer school day of 8
a.m. to 5:15 p.m., which
includes time for tutoring and homework, and
at least two weeks of
summer programs, including camps.
“The primary factor
will be need. It’s for kids

beneath the poverty line
or very near,” said Lussier, who brings over
thirty years of experience as a teacher and 11
years as principal of St.
Paul’s High School in
Winnipeg.
Gonzaga is modelled

after ‘Nativity’ schools
run by the Jesuits
in inner-city neighbourhoods across the
United States. Mother
Teresa Middle School
which opened in Regina in 2011 is the ﬁrst
such school in Canada.
The
10,000-square
foot Gonzaga Middle
School property at 174
Maple Street North is a
renovated former Ukrainian Catholic school
building.

Continued on page 6
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Catholic Schools Week Feb. 7-12, 2016
Violin Enhances Student Learning And Builds Confidence

I

magine walking down a
school corridor, turning
the corner, and suddenly
facing a wall of little violins! Actually, 180 of them,
stacked neatly in shelves.
“Visitors to our school
always do a double-take
when they see that hallway,” said Dr. Anne Penny, Principal of St. Charles
Catholic School. “Even if
they are aware that violin is taught to all of our
Grades 3-8 students, it’s
hard to visualize the size
of such a program until
you see the rows and rows
of violins.”
St. Charles Catholic
School, nestled near the
riverbank on St. Charles
Street in west Winnipeg,
has been offering this program since 2007.
“I am so excited to be
the violin teacher at St.
Charles,” said Ms. Rachel
Sham, the full-time violin
instructor. “The students
tell me that this is their
favourite class – right after phys ed. I just love my

job.”
It helps that Dr. Penny is a
violinist herself. When she
first approached the school
community with the idea,
she came prepared with research that indicated how
learning the violin would
enhance student learning
in the core subjects such as
mathematics and reading
and promote student confidence and engagement.
“It was an easy sell then,
and now that it has been
in place for nine years,
we see the fruits. Our
students are fantastic performers – confident and
well-prepared – and they
have gained many added
benefits such as improved
concentration, sharpened
memory, expanded reading skills and enhanced
self-discipline,” said Dr.
Penny. “Our students are
proud to be known as musicians with a gift that is
readily shared with residents of nursing homes,
Church communities, at
cultural events throughout

Since 2007, St. Charles Catholic School has been offering a violin program
for students in grades 3 to 8.

Winnipeg, and with fellow
students. This past September when they played
at the Forks, by the time
they were done their set,
a huge crowd of people
gathered around to listen.”
But it’s not just about
violin at St. Charles Catholic School. There is also
a stellar choral program,
which has been developed

Gonzaga’s aim is ‘to support
its students of all cultural and
faith backgrounds’
continued from page 5
It includes a kitchen,
library,
gymnasium
and staff rooms.
The school’s Board
will lobby private
business, foundations
and corporations for
funding to cover costs
including school uniforms, transportation to
and from school, summer programming and
daily meals of breakfast, lunch and snacks.
The school can apply
for provincial grants
after a three-year waiting period.
The ﬁrst school for
boys from low-income
families having difﬁculty with high school
was founded by the
Jesuits in 1971 in New
York City and was
called Nativity Mission Center. Since then,
more than 60 Nativity-model schools for
all-boys, all-girls and
co-educational classes,
based on the best-practices and success of the
original school have
been created and sponsored by Catholic and
non-Catholic groups.
Through the 1990s and
2000s a group of similar

More than 60
Nativity-model
schools have
been created
and sponsored
by Catholic and
non-Catholic
groups.
schools were started by
the De Lasalle Christian Brothers under the
‘Miguel school’ banner.
A network was formed
known as the NativityMiguel Network that
brought together all of
these schools.
According to the
school’s website at
www.gonzagamiddleschool.ca, Gonzaga’s
philosophy is “to lower
barriers to educational
advancement and success through its academic program, longer
school day, before and
after school programming, extended school
year, enrichment activities and mentoring
and graduate support

programs.”
“Gonzaga seeks to develop ‘men and women for others’ while
preparing students for
success in high school
and
post-secondary
study. It will strive to
graduate students who
are loving, intellectually competent, open
to growth, spiritually
alive and committed to
doing justice.”
“Gonzaga will support its students of
all cultural and faith
backgrounds in their
growth toward becoming hopeful, conﬁdent,
morally
responsible
leaders for love and
service to their families
and communities. Gonzaga Middle School
will provide an educational option for parents of children from
a variety of faith and
cultural backgrounds,
including Indigenous,
New-Canadian
and
other communities.”

Contributed by
James Buchok

under the skillful hands of
Mrs. Kathleen Lalonde.
“We work on vocal projection and overall musicality
with a diverse repertoire. I
can see such a difference in
the students as they grow
– there is a maturity and
a skillset that is obvious
when comparing students
between Grades K-8. By
the time they reach Grade

8, the students have grown
into fine singers.”
A parent who is also the
chair of the school’s Board
of Directors, Robyn Powell, has had all three of her
children in the program.
“It is amazing. These are
average kids who develop
exceptional talent. For a
family that is more familiar with hockey and rin-

gette, and all things sports
related, this has been a
wonderful experience for
us. As parents, music was
not even on our radar until
our children started learning music at St. Charles.
We are pleased they have
had the opportunity and
that they have grown to
love making music.”
Last November. the
school partnered with Fr.
Geoffrey Angeles, a renowned composer, and
rector of St. Mary’s Cathedral, to create a cantata
based on the 100th Anniversary of the Archdiocese of Winnipeg. The
performance took place at
the Cathedral Nov. 24 with
a dress rehearsal Nov. 23
that was open to the public.
To learn more about the
violin program and the
well-rounded, faith-filled
education offered at St.
Charles Catholic School,
contact the school at 204837-1520, or visit the website at www.stccs.ca.
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Helping Hands Centre Soup Kitchen
in Brandon

The View from
Micah House

T

T

he Helping Hands Centre in Brandon performs all sorts of good works
throughout the year for the benefit of the people in Westman, including operating the Helping Hands Soup Kitchen. The Brandon Council
Knights of Columbus helps out on a regular basis greeting people and
serving noon-hour meals. Pictured above, helping serve lunch on Dec.
15, are, left to right; Fr Patrick Neufeld, Parochial Vicar at St. Augustine
of Canterbury Church; Ken Heide, Past Grand Knight, Brandon Council
Knights Of Columbus 1435; Vandana Jamadagni, Helping Hands Coordinator; Deacon Rev. John MacKenzie of St. Augustine’s; and Fr. Michael
Tkachuk, Pastor at St. Mary’s Ukrainian Catholic Church, Brandon.
— Contributed by Brother Ray West, Knights of Columbus, Brandon Council 1435

Greece and Turkey In the Footsteps of Paul
Travel to Greece and Turkey
In the Footsteps of St. Paul the Apostle
featuring a three-night Greek Islands and Turkey Cruise.
Join Fr. Barry Schoonbaert October 12 – 22, 2016.
For more information contact Gaylene at Uniglobe One Travel
(204) 989-4828 ext. 4134 or gaylenem@uniglobeone.com.

An info meeting is planned for Tues., Feb. 16, at 7 p.m.
at St. Vital Parish, 1629 Pembina Hwy.

What Canada
needs is
improved
palliative care,
not physicianassisted suicide

his past summer I took a journey that I would rather not have but one I could not,
and in retrospect, would not have given up. I journeyed with my mother while she
ended her life on earth. When we first received the diagnosis of cancer and the prognosis
of how short her time was it was a shock. It was hard to believe that the person who gave
me life would be gone in a matter of weeks. Further I had no idea what to expect. I did
not want her to die but I knew that the measures that could be taken would not prolong
her life. I had to accept that it was her time to die. My purpose became making sure that
my mom was comfortable. I did not want her to suffer but I knew that suffering would,
inevitably, be a part of the journey.
I have been involved in the debate over physician-assisted suicide and with my mother’s death I was being given a different perspective on this issue. My mother and I held
the belief that life in all its forms and in suffering is a gift from God. As a gift from God,
suffering is to be endured in the faith that God is with us every step of the way and at the
end we have new life. As I sat by my mother’s bed, yes I did wish her suffering to end
for her sake and selfishly for my own. It was torture to see her waste away and not be
able to do anything to help. But I also knew in those moments that if physician-assisted
suicide was a treatment that was available, my mother would not want to avail herself of
it and I would not request it on her behalf even if I could.
My mother was in a personal care home when we received her diagnosis. The time was
too short to transfer her to a hospice so palliative care was given to her in the personal
care home. There were shortcomings in the care. The nursing staff was insufficient
in number to really care for a dying person; there were shared rooms and inadequate
air conditioning making her room very hot. This was significant because my mother
throughout her life hated being too warm. There seemed to be confusion about how
much medicine, especially pain medicine to give her. She was being treated by the same
family physician she had for many years so I was able to sit down with him and get the
medication needs sorted out. However while the staff were very caring to my mother
and me during this very trying time, I came to realize that much more must be done in
the area of palliative care in our country.
Even in these hardships, the time spent with my mother while she was dying was a
blessing. For a few months prior to her death my mother had a form of dementia and
communicating with her was not always easy. One gift given during her last weeks was
a clearing of her mind so that she was able to follow conversations and respond. We
were able to share time and love. We sang (she remembered all the words to an Irish Lullaby, Too-ra-loo-ra-loo-ra, even the second verse), we prayed and we shared memories.
My mom sang in the church choir and ladies who had been in the choir for years with her
and in her prayer group with her stopped by and prayed and sang with her. They insisted
on giving me breaks which I did not think I needed but really did. Their gift of presence
and caring was priceless. And when my mother breathed her last breath it was a truly
peaceful moment. And I although exhausted and heartbroken at the end I would not have
missed a moment of those last weeks with her.
There is not one of us who would not avoid suffering in life if we could. How often do
we look at the person in a wheelchair, or the person having difficulty walking or breathing, or whatever affliction they may have and feel sorry for that person? How often do
we think that we could not live like that or would not want to live like that? I remember
the first time I walked into the personal care home that was to be my mother’s home and
I was sickened. In my mind my mother did not belong there, no one should be there.
But that was another gift I was given in those weeks that I spent by my mother’s bed. I
saw past the disabilities that the residents were living with and met the people as they are
now and saw their desire for someone to love them, to care about them. Just spend some
time with them. Even the little bit of attention that I could give them mattered in their
lives. These were not people to ignore or in our throwaway culture to treat as an item
we no longer have use for. And is that not what physician-assisted suicide or euthanasia
is, life no longer measuring up to some ideal society has imposed on us and therefore
throwing it away is okay if not preferable? Why suffer through something that is deemed
worthless?
We don’t know where life will lead us and that is as exciting as it is frightening. But
God has told us again and again not to live lives of fear for he is with us. We have to embrace that even in the suffering. Should we not applaud and encourage those who choose
not to forgo suffering and to live? They should be our role models rather than those who
choose to die before their time. We have to show our love and caring to those suffering
and we have to be able to receive and recognize the love and caring being bestowed on us
in our times of need. I have come to believe even more strongly that all life is precious
up to the last second.
In Canada, the Supreme Court has told us that it is our constitutional right to choose
when to die, with certain restrictions that have yet to really be defined. Parliament is
discussing what guidelines are to be imposed. Now is the time to stand up and be vocal
about how precious life is and to make sure those guidelines are as restrictive as can be.
We must also protect those in the health care professions by making sure their right not
to be a part of physician assisted suicide is protected. Regardless of what the law says we
must protect everyone from being made to feel that their only choice is physician assisted
suicide or euthanasia, and we can do that in large part by ensuring that palliative care
is adequate and available for all. After all, LIFE MATTERS, and we must remind ourselves daily that to live as God intended, to live in love, is to believe that the life we have
been given and the lives of others are precious, even in suffering, to life’s natural end.
Patti Fitzmaurice is coordinator at
Micah House, the Archdiocese of Winnipeg’s
Catholic Centre for Social Justice
1039 Main St., Winnipeg, R2W 3R2
Phone (204) 589-5393
sjustice@mymts.net
Join us on Facebook
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Vespers Close Archdiocese of Winnipeg Jubilee Centennial Year

The Centenary Icon of the Holy Family, created to commemorate the Jubilee
Centennial, is carried through St. Mary’s Cathedral where it was placed on
permanent display Dec. 4.

T

he Jubilee Centennial
Year of the Archdiocese of Winnipeg came to
a close Dec. 4, 2015, in the
first week of Advent, as the
new Catholic Church year
began.
“Both years speak of new
beginnings,” Archbishop
Richard Gagnon said.
“The celebration of the
centennial is a continual celebration,” the Archbishop
said. “As it comes to an end
we are challenged to launch
this new ship of faith on new
currents. This is our task and
this is why I have called for
an archdiocesan synod.” In
November the Archbishop
announced that the Archdiocese of Winnipeg would
undertake the first synod
in its history. The synod

process will be undertaken
over the next two years beginning this spring, and will
determine future directions
for the archdiocese.
“The past year has been
successful as a centennial
observance,” Archbishop
Gagnon said, as he provided
a few recollections beginning with the Jubilee Year
Indulgence in which the
Archbishop had invited the
faithful to partake by visiting one of four designated
churches in the archdiocese, including Our Lady
of Seven Sorrows Church
in Camperville, St. Augustine of Canterbury in Brandon, Saint-François Xavier
Church in Saint-François
Xavier and St. Mary’s Cathedral in Winnipeg. On

Oct. 10 two busloads of pilgrims visited all four locations in one day. “And many
others did so on their own,”
Archbishop Gagnon said,
including what he described
as “an amazing number” in
rural Manitoba.
The Archbishop said the
Centennial Mass May 3 at
the MTS Centre in Winnipeg, with 12,000 in attendance, “was a remarkable
event of diversity and unity.
The sacrament of confirmation (conferred on 800
candidates during the Mass)
brought emphasis to the importance of the Holy Spirit
in the life of Christians.”
The Archbishop also
recalled the evening of
prayers in October honouring the communities of reli-

gious women and men who
served the archdiocese for
the past 100 years, and the
three-day academic symposium at St. Paul’s College
examining The Archdiocese
of Winnipeg, Yesterday,
Today and Tomorrow, also
held in October.
“And tonight we install out
Centennial Icon,” Archbishop Gagnon announced. The
Centenary Icon of the Holy
Family, created to commemorate the Jubilee Centennial of the Archdiocese
of Winnipeg, had toured

throughout the archdiocese
during the centennial year
and was placed on permanent display at the cathedral
that evening. “I am deeply
grateful to the Knights of
Columbus and the many local councils who transported the icon and cared it for
it as it travelled,” the Archbishop said. Commemorative prints of the icon were
made available for purchase
and are still available by
contacting the Archdiocese
of Winnipeg.
“We also encouraged

churches and schools to celebrate in their own way, and
they did so, showing great
care and creativity,” Archbishop Gagnon said.
“It is my hope this centennial year will always remind
us of Christian family life in
our church. We go to meet
Christ as he is waiting for us
at the very doorstep of our
second 100 years.”
Contributed by
James Buchok

Archbishop Gagnon’s Schedule
Wed.
Sun.
Fri.

Feb. 10 12:10 pm
Feb. 14 2:30 pm
Feb. 16-18
Feb. 19 9:00 am

Sat.

Feb. 20

Sun.

Feb. 21 11:00 am
2:00 pm
Feb 22-27

Mon.

Feb. 29 11:30am

Tues. March 1 10:30 am
Wed.
March 2 9:30 am
Thurs. March 3 1:30 pm
Sat.

March 5 6:30 pm

Sun.

March 6 11:00 am

Tues.

March 8 10:00 am

A publication of the
Archdiocese of Winnipeg

Ash Wednesday Mass, St Mary’s Cathedral
Rite of Election, St Mary’s Cathedral
CCCB – Evangelical Lutheran Meeting, Toronto
Prison Ministry Meeting, Micah House,
Winnipeg
Knights of Columbus Mini-Conference,
St Viator’s Parish, Dauphin
Eucharist, St Viator’s Parish, Dauphin
K of C Mini-Conference, St Viator’s Parish,
Dauphin
Assembly of Western Catholic Bishops,
Victoria, BC
Presentation on Pope Francis,
Canadian Mennonite University, Winnipeg
Council of Priests, Catholic Centre, Winnipeg
Ecumenical Bishops Meeting, Winnipeg
Ad Hoc Committee on Catholic Education
Catholic Centre, Winnipeg
50th Anniversary of Portuguese
Association, Winnipeg
Eucharist & Parish Visit
Our Lady of Victory Parish, Winnipeg
Meeting with Archdiocesan

The
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Wed.

March 9 4:00

Fri.

March 11 11:00

Sat.

March 12 11:00 am

Sun.

March 13 9:00 am

Tues.

March 15 6:00 pm

Fri.
Sat.

March 16-17
March 18 11:00 am
March 19 6:00 pm

Sun.
Mon.
Thurs.
Fri.

March 20
March 20
March 24
March 25

Sat.
Sun.

11:30 am
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
TBD
3:00 p.m.
March 26 8:00 pm
March 27 11:30 pm

Pastors/Administrators/Priests
Good Shepherd Parish, Portage la Prairie
Archdiocesan Finance Council,
Catholic Centre Winnipeg
Blessing of Holy Doors at
Misericordia Health Centre, Winnipeg
Archdiocesan Pastoral Council
St Alphonsus’ Parish, Minnedosa
Meeting and Eucharist with ‘The Summons’
St. Dominic’s Parish, Neepawa
Theology on Tap, Johnny G’s Restaurant
Winnipeg
CCCB Permanent Council, Ottawa
Eucharist, St Joseph’s Residence, Winnipeg
Portuguese Association of War Veterans
Banquet, Winnipeg
Palm Sunday, St Mary’s Cathedral
Chrism Mass , St Mary’s Cathedral
Holy Thursday, St Mary’s Cathedral
Public Way of the Cross, St. Peter’s, Winnipeg
Good Friday, St Mary’s Cathedral
Holy Saturday, St Mary’s Cathedral
Easter Sunday, St Mary’s Cathedral
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