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A Message from
Archbishop
Richard Gagnon
Dear Brothers and
Sisters in Christ
of the Archdiocese of
Winnipeg,

I

wish to announce to you
news of great joy! As
we move into the next 100
years of the Archdiocese of
Winnipeg, there is a vital
need to plan for the future
together and determine
new pastoral directions for
our faith community. 2015
was a momentous year for
us! During the past year
we saw the conclusion of
the 10 Year Pastoral Vision and we celebrated our
100th Anniversary in many
marvelous ways. We now
look to the years ahead and
to do this effectively and
well, I have, after a period
of consultation, decided to
call a Synod for the Archdiocese of Winnipeg. This
will be our first Synod and,

having celebrated our Centennial Year, now is a wonderful time to begin this
process.
What is a Synod?
In the Church’s Canon
Law (c. 460) we read that
the purpose of a diocesan
synod is to foster the good
of the entire diocesan community by calling together
the clergy, religious and
laity of the local church to
deliberate on the pastoral
needs of the diocese. Of
all the institutions found
in the Church to provide
better governance, the diocesan synod is foremost.
In a diocesan synod, which
lasts several years, the
bishop exercises his office
of governing the church entrusted to his care. Through
a consultative process, he
determines the themes,
questions and priorities
to be discussed. In Canon
Law we further learn that
all those who participate in
the synod, assist the bishop
by freely and sincerely expressing their opinions relative to the questions under
consideration. At the end

An archdiocesan
synod, the first
in the history of
the Archdiocese
of Winnipeg,
will commence
on Pentecost
Sunday, May 15.
of the process, the bishop
determines which of the
recommendations made by
the Synod will be accepted
and promulgated in the diocese.
Pope Francis calls a diocesan synod, an opportunity
to walk together — a truly
“wonderful
experience
where people walk and
journey through histony together with Our Lord who
walks among us. We do not
walk alone.”
Why are we holding
a Synod?
There are good reasons
why a diocesan synod is
being called at this time. At
its core, a diocesan synod is

an exercise of the bishop’s
ministry of governance
of the local church and an
exercise of communion
among the People of God.
Let us remember that the
People of God are not just a
collection of disciples, but
rather they are a priestly
community established by
Christ and led by the bishop who is the foundation
of unity within the local
church. Pope Francis has
said that the Church must
become a more synodal
church where we not only
walk together but we talk
together. He poses questions such as: How do we
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walk? How does our diocese walk? Does it walk together? And what am I doing so that it may tmly walk
in unity?
In addition to assisting
the bishop in governance,
planning for the future and
building a strong sense of
diocesan unity, our synod
comes at an important time
in our archdiocesan history.
We have just celebrated our
100th Anniversary and we
look forward to growing in
faith together in the years to
come. Since the focus of a
synod is to foster both the
communion of the Church
and further its mission,
now is the opportune time
to shape the pastoral life
of our local church at the
beginning of our second
century.
When will the
Synod be held?
The Synod will consist of
several phases. The Preparatory Phase will commence on Pentecost Sunday, May 15, 2016. This
phase will consist of a variety of opportunities for the
voice of the local church to

be heard over a one year
period. This will be followed by the formal synod
sessions from May, 2017 to
November, 2017. Finally,
there will be an implementation stage ending with the
formal closing of the synod
on Pentecost Sunday, May
20, 2018. Further details
on the synod process will
be released with my pastoral letter in the near future.
What will the
Synod accomplish?
At the end of the Synod, a
Synod Declaration will be
published. This is an episcopal letter summing up
the synod process including what has been learned
and a listing of recommendations and pastoral priorities for the archdiocese
and parishes. It is hoped
that the synod will also assist in the framing of archdiocesan statutes where
necessary. In addition, the
synod produces guidelines
and resources for the effective implementation of
the synod at all levels.

Continued on page 3

Sharing God’s Gifts

Archbishop gathers priests to discuss annual appeal and stewardship

T

he Archdiocese of
Winnipeg’s annual appeal, Sharing God’s Gifts,
is entering its seventeenth
year and it was deemed
opportune to renew both
the appeal and the archdiocesan stewardship office,
which has been vacant for
nearly two years.
Priests in the archdiocese
gathered with Archbishop
Richard Gagnon March 8
for an exchange of ideas
aimed at revitalizing the
appeal and stewardship.
“We’re looking at an important topic,” the Archbishop told the 55 priests
in attendance at Good
Shepherd Parish in Portage
la Prairie. He asked the
gathering for feedback and
direction “in the way we
frame our appeal in terms
of stewardship.”
The process began last
fall with the creation of a
steering committee and the
enlisting of a consultant
specializing in diocesan re-

newal in Canada and the
United States. The Reid
Group of Seattle, Wash.,
was asked to review Sharing God’s Gifts and the
stewardship office to examine ways to reconstruct the
appeal while integrating the
stewardship office with the
Annual Appeal and engaging parishes in the process.
Consultant Tom Reid explained to the gathering that
the appeal and stewardship
office “are two distinct areas, although not unrelated.
How do those things work
together?,” he asked. “The
reconstruction will take
work and not everybody
can be pleased, but what
we have to consider is the
greater good of the archdiocese,” Reid said.
The consultant’s report
and recommendations for
change were released in
February based on steering committee meetings
and focus group gatherings
with clergy and laity.

Archdiocese of Winnipeg Financial Administrator
Rhonda Chorney, Archbishop Richard Gagnon and
consultant Tom Reid.

The report recommended
a renewed commitment to
stewardship as a way of life
in the archdiocese. It also
identified confusion around
the annual appeal, which
supports many ministries,
and the annual assessment
which pays for the administration costs of the Arch-

diocese of Winnipeg. The
report further concluded
there is a need for better
communication to pastors
and the people of the archdiocese.
The report also recommends two new archdiocesan offices be created:
a development office to

oversee the annual appeal
and a renewed stewardship
office.
One pastor suggested that
parishioners consider themselves a member of only
their specific Parish, “they
are nourished in a particular location, people never
think of being nourished by
the Archdiocese of Winnipeg.” Archbishop Gagnon
responded by saying an attitude of community is vital
for the good of the archdiocese and all of its parishes.
“We are all the archdiocese,” he said.
Deacon Ted Wood, a member of the steering committee, said the appeal “should
be treated as an invitation
to participate in the pastoral mission of the archdiocesan church. It’s a choice
about how we give our
money and how to build a
better church. The success
will depend on the ability
of the archdiocese to show
its good pastoral works that

people can support.”
A show of hands as the
morning concluded showed
a positive response from
the priests and pastors in
support of what had been
reviewed. “It has been a
fruitful discussion,” Archbishop Gagnon told the
priests. “It is necessary and
important to have your input.”
“It’s up to the local church
to look beyond the parish
needs; it really is an act
of faith,” the Archbishop
concluded. “The goal of
Sharing God’s Gifts must
appeal to people. We have
to create a sense of common mission in the archdiocese.”
To read more about the
many ministries supported
by the Sharing God’s Gifts
annual appeal, visit the
Archdiocese of Winnipeg
website, www.archwinnipeg.ca.
Contributed by
James Buchok
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Year of Mercy

How do we become less judgmental and more compassionate?

“B

lessed be the God
and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of mercies and the
God of all consolation,
who consoles us in all our
affliction, so that we may
be able to console those
who are in any affliction
with the consolation with
which we ourselves are
consoled by God. For
just as the sufferings of
Christ are abundant for
us, so also our consolation is abundant through
Christ.”

This scripture passage
from St. Paul to the Corinthians (1:3-5) is the
foundation of our Year of
Mercy and is featured on
the home page of our website at St. Paul the Apostle
Parish in Winnipeg.

Our Parish Pastoral
Council has been discerning how to celebrate this
Year of Mercy in our faith
community. At our meetings, we shared with one
another what “mercy” personally meant for us. For
many, mercy was to see
others as God sees them –
to be non-judgmental, and
compassionate, as well
as to tear down our own
barriers of prejudices and
discriminations we have
towards others. But how
do we do that?
One meaningful and
profound way to begin
to tear down our prejudices and discriminations
is to encounter another in
the sharing of their own
story. When we listen to
others who have experienced life’s struggles and

To celebrate this Year of
Mercy in our faith community,
St. Paul the Apostle will host
a series of evenings of
listening to others’ stories.
All are welcome to attend.
crosses, which might be
different from ours, we
realize that the difference
is not so different after all.
We begin to relate to the
core essence of what all
of us desire – to love, to
be loved, to belong, and to
have meaning and purpose
in life. We begin to realize that we all have hurts,
pains, wounds, fears, resentments, and anger that

need healing, forgiveness,
and mercy. We need to
take the time to just listen
to another, putting aside
any and all preconceived
ideas or opinions and just
listen!
Our Year of Mercy at St.
Paul the Apostle will be
a year of listening to another. We have contacted
our local resources, organizations, and associations

to avail ourselves of the
presentations and workshops offered on various
life issues and struggles.
One night per month, St.
Paul the Apostle will host
an evening of listening to
other’s stories: a person
who has struggled with
addiction and is in recovery; a person who suffers
from depression and anxiety and how they cope; a
prison chaplain and an inmate; a social worker dealing with domestic abuse
and why it happens and
why people stay in such
relationships; and a cancer
survivor who now works
in spiritual care in a hospital on what and what not
to say to people who are
sick and suffering. These
are just to name a few
of our evening listening

sessions aimed at growing in our understanding
and compassion of others
struggles and crosses. All
are welcome to attend.
Please visit our website
at www.stpaultheapostle.
mb.ca and click on “bulletins” for dates and talks
or contact our parish office.
We at St. Paul the Apostle
Parish hope that through
these sessions, our Year
of Mercy will truly be a
YEAR OF MERCY for us
and with God’s grace, tear
down our discriminations
and prejudices we have
towards others.
Contributed by
Rev. Eric Giddins, Pastor
St. Paul the Apostle Parish,
Winnipeg

St. Joseph the Worker group envisions rural retreat house

A

group at St. Joseph
the Worker Church
in Russell, Man., is working to establish a retreat
house in a restored 1926
farmhouse to be known as
Holy Trinity House.
Darin and Carlene Douglas say the vision for the
space is one of “a means
for encountering and experiencing the Divine Most
Holy Trinity. A space to
reside for prayer.”
The once family home
was donated and moved
to its present location on
a treed farm yard located
near Binscarth, Man., 20
km south of Russell. The
Douglases also live on the
acreage.
Organizers describe the

grounds’ winding wooded
paths as places “providing time for prayer, during
contemplative walks. The
freedom to be as we are in
our circumstance of life,
with our Lord in prayer.
A home of hospitality, a
quiet, safe, restful overnight
accommodation,
providing retreat and revitalization to people of all
ages, individuals, families
or groups. An atmosphere
of simplicity, inspired
through prayer and spirituality of St. Francis of
Assisi, inviting union with
our Lord as the focus.”
Initially, it will be a place
for non-directed retreats,
for people to come away
to a space to pray. In time

Archdiocesan Synod
Continued from page 1

Pope Francis describes
the holding of a Synod
as a beautiful experience where we must
consider carefully, and
prayerfully, what the
Holy Spirit is saying to
us during this time of
grace. He reminds us
that we must walk in
unity, without running
ahead and without nostalgia for the past. Our
Synod, and the sessions
leading up to it during
the preparatory stage,
will be wonderful and
spirit filled events which
will help us to plan our
course as we walk into
our second century as an
archdiocese.
We begin our synod
during this Holy Year of
Mercy. The Holy Father
is inviting us to open
our hearts so as to ex-

perience the closeness
of the Father of mercy
and to practice mercy
towards others. This
same generous openness to the promptings
of the Holy Spirit will
be required of all of us
as we launch our synod!
I ask for your prayers as
we prepare for the opening of our Archdiocesan
Synod.
May God bless all of
you and I look forward
to a full and active participation in this first
Synod for the Archdiocese of Winnipeg.
Yours in Christ,

Most Reverend
Richard Gagnon
Archbishop of Winnipeg

A group at St. Joseph the Worker Church in Russell, Man., is working to
establish a retreat house in a restored 1926 farmhouse, to be known as
Holy Trinity House.
more sturctured programs
Continuing discernment of a non-profit corporation
may be introduced.
of the vision is moving still in need of further renPermission and bless- forward with the advice ovation before officially
ings to proceed with the and guidance of Rev. Nor- opening. The Knights of
Holy Trinity House proj- berto Monton, pastor at St. Columbus from St. Lazect have been granted by Joseph the Worker Church are, Rossburn, Roblin and
Archbishop of Winnipeg in Russell and Rev. Leo Russell have donated their
Most Reverend Richard Fernandes, pastor at Ste- time and effort to aid with
Gagnon, Ukrainian Catho- Rose-de-Lima Church in renovation. Organizers say
lic Metropolitan Lawrence Ste-Rose-du-Lac, Man.
they welcome and appreHuculak, and former ArchThe property was donat- ciate individual or group
bishop of Winnipeg, Most ed and the status of the re- volunteers. It is estimated
Rev. James Weisgerber.
treat house is currently one the retreat house could

see its first guests in about
four years and will operate
year round with room for
about 10 guests.
Being ecumenical in relationship with others,
numerous other Christian
denominations will also
be made aware of Holy
Trinity House.
A board of directors has
been formed with members Darin and Carlene
Douglas and Gary and Nicole Petz, from St. Joseph
the Worker Church, and
committee members Rick
and Patti Anderson from
St. Augustine of Canterbury Church in Brandon.
The board asks “for your
prayers that our Lord
God’s divine will continue
to be done.”
If you are interested in
volunteering or have any
questions, please contact
Darin and Carlene Douglas at 1-204-532-2157.
Contributed by
James Buchok

Dinner in Support of Our Place-Chez Nous
The fifth annual dinner
in support of Our Place/
Chez Nous, organized by
the Knights of Columbus
Cardinal Flahiff Assembly, was held March 10
at Holy Ghost Church
Hall. With 150 people in
attendance, $2,500 was
raised for Our Place/
Chez Nous, a downtown
drop-in centre providing
meals, clothing, warmth
and companionship.
From left, Holy Ghost
Pastor Rev. Alfred
Grzempa looks on as
Deacon Claude Lambert
accepts the donation
on behalf of
Our Place/Chez Nous.
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2016 Manitoba Catholic Schools Conference

F

The Francis Effect on Catholic Education

or Catholic schools to
fulfill the hopes and
dreams of Pope Francis,
they will have to make
some noise, get dirty and
do so by proclaiming the
joy of the Gospel.
“Catholic education exists
to serve the mission of the
Church, which is the proclamation of the Gospel,”
said Fr. Len Altilia, S.J.
“There is no other reason
for its existence. It is the
only thing that distinguishes Catholic education from
any other form of education. And that mission must
be firmly established at the
core of Catholic education,
and not be simply some
peripheral adjunct. From
the highest levels of leadership to the classrooms and
playgrounds and cafeterias
the mission of the Church
must guide, inform, and inspire the work of Catholic
education.”
Fr. Altilia, president of
St. Paul’s High School in
Winnipeg, was speaking to
about 400 Catholic educators and support staff at the
2016 Manitoba Catholic Schools Conference
Feb. 12, coordinated by
the Archdiocese of Winnipeg’s Catholic Schools office with the participation
of the Archdiocese of St.
Boniface and the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy
of Winnipeg.
“Is the compassionate
love of Jesus Christ at the
core of your work? Do
people see in you a reflection of Jesus Christ?,” Fr.
Altilia asked the teachers

ents, to know each other,
love each other as a complement to the family.”
Catholic schools also
“need to do a far better job at teaching kids to
pray,” Fr. Altlilia said. “All
schools need to work on
teaching kids how to pray.”
And prayer, he added, does
not only mean talking to
God, one must also listen.
“God speaks. If you’re not
paying attention you’re
not hearing it, so listen
and that’s what we need to
teach them.”
Fr. Altilia said everything
Francis does, he does with
a smile, and he quoted
Francis again, saying: “We
live for the joy of being believers, for the joy that JeAbout 400 Catholic educators and support staff gathered for the Manitoba Catholic Schools Conference
sus
Christ gives us, for the
Feb. 12 at the St. Paul’s High School Multiplex. The day began with an opening address by the president of
joy of having hope, for the
St. Paul’s High School, Fr. Len Altilia.
joy of being courageous,
present.
for the joy of not throwing
“You will be tested by
ourselves down. We live
government, by society,
for that!”
by parents. Your leader“Francis
wants
the
ship will be judged by
Church to move out of
your responses. Only those
the comfortable confines
responses that reflect the
of its buildings and to encompassion, the joy and
gage the world on its own
the active love of Christ
turf, to enter into the hurlycan be considered acceptburly of everyday life, and
able. Anything less is inadthe messiness of human
equate.”
existence, to be out in the
Francis’ vision is one
streets,” Fr. Altilia said.
of mercy, joy and action,
“But that means confrontFr. Altilia said. “These
ing the confusion and comthree themes, then, being Grade 7 and 8 students from St. Alphonsus School provided music for the
motion of life.
at the centre of the mis- morning’s Mass.
people to stir things up.” is unhealthy from being “So if the Church is going
sion of Pope Francis, and Pope.”
to deal with that messiness
therefore of the Church, Fr. Altilia said when Fran- From Evangelii Gaudium, confined and from clingit cannot respond ‘by the
become of necessity the cis spoke at World Youth Fr. Altilia quoted Francis ing to its own security.”
book’ unless that book is
principal themes of the Day in Rio in 2013 he told who writes; “I prefer a Fr. Altilia further quoted
the Gospel.”
mission of Catholic educa- the crowd to go out into the church which is bruised, Francis, saying; “The
tion, as an embodiment of streets. “I hope there will be hurting and dirty because it school is not a parking lot.
Contributed by
the mission of the Church noise,” the Pope said. “He has been out in the streets, It’s a meeting place for James Buchok
under the leadership of the was challenging young rather than a church which teachers, students and par-

Pope a ‘jolly’ fellow, who likes his Maple Syrup
P

ope Francis is a jolly
and generous fellow,
says one who has met him,
and in the eyes of that grade
three student, the Vatican
looks “big” and “old.”
Ryan K. from St. Ignatius
School in Winnipeg had
quite a week in February;
flying to Rome, meeting
the Pope, and telling millions all about it during
his appearance on Good
Morning America. It was
all thanks to a question
he had for Pope Francis;
“What did God do before
the world was made?”
It started as a project organized by U.S.-based
Loyola Press that asked
Jesuits around the world to
collect questions from children for the Pope, accom-

panied by drawings, that
would serve as the basis
for a book. Thirty entries
were chosen for the book
from among 256 children
in 26 countries, and one of
those was Ryan’s.
The questions and drawings chosen, and the Pope’s
responses, have now been
published in Dear Pope
Francis, released March 1.
Ryan and his 20 classmates at St. Ignatius Jesuit
Parish School were encouraged by their teacher Kelly
Sine to put on their thinking caps and put pens, and
crayons, to paper. “They
came up with some great
questions, really insightful,” said Sine.
That was last May and
by August the school was

Ryan K. and his teacher Kelly Sine.

informed that Ryan’s letter had been selected from
hundreds of letters to be

published in the book. In
December the school received even more exciting

news; Ryan would be going to Rome to meet Pope
Francis personally.
During their five-day stay
in Rome, the children visited the Roman Colosseum
and the former residence
of St. Ignatius. “We spent
every day with the other
kids, we did everything together, we were like a family,” said Ryan, who took
his dad along on the trip.
Each of the kids presented the Pope with a gift
and Ryan wanted his to
be uniquely Canadian, so
he presented Francis with
a bottle of Maple Syrup.
Ryan also brought gifts
from his school, including a St. Ignatius t-shirt
and key chain, and a book
about the Canadian Mu-

seum of Human Rights in
Winnipeg.
In the Good Morning
America coverage, which
can be seen on YouTube,
the Pope is visibly delighted with the syrup; “This is
good,” says the Pontiff.
From the Pope, Ryan received a medal with an image of St. John Paul II on
one side and Pope Francis
on the other.
As to the Pope’s response
to Ryan’s question, “What
did God do before the
world was made?” Francis replies before that, God
simply loved.
Contributed by
James Buchok
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Seeds of Friendship Charity Concert set for April 24 at SJB

he Joie de Vivre and
O. Koshetz choirs are
collaborating on a concert
of children’s songs, folk
songs and sacred music, entitled The Seeds Of
Friendship, to raise money
for Our Place/Chez Nous
Drop-In Centre. The concert will take place on Sunday, April 24, 7 p.m. at St.
John Brebeuf Church, 1707
St. John Brebeuf Place,
Winnipeg. Tickets are $20.
for adults, free for children
twelve and under..
The Joie de Vivre mixed
community choir originated in 2001 as a program for
senior singers in the Preparatory Division of the Marcel A. Desautels Faculty of
Music at the University of
Manitoba. It was an idea of
the late Ann Lugsden, then
director of the Preparatory
Division, and Helga Anderson, a prominent Winnipeg choral director. The

The O. Koshetz choir, above, will join with the Joie de Vivre Choir for a charity concert April 24 at St. John
Brebeuf Church in Winnipeg.

choir has since become an
independent entity for mature singers of all ages under the leadership of John
Tanner, a retired vascular

Brandon Knights Honour
Fr. Christopher Dubois

F

r. Christopher Dubois was honoured by
Knights of Columbus West Brandon (Man.)
Council #1435 on Feb. 29, with a dinner in his
honour at St. Augustine of Canterbury Church
in Brandon, and the presentation of a gift of a
red chasuble. Fr. Dubois was ordained for service in the Archdiocese of Winnipeg last July
3, and is Parochial Vicar at St. Peter’s Church
in Winnipeg. It was some time before all could
be assembled to celebrate the ordination of
Fr. Dubois who grew up a parishioner at St.
Augustine.
Below, left to right: Rev. Christopher Dubois,
Rev. Michael Savarimuthu, pastor at St. Augustine, Deacon John MacKenzie, and Rev.
Michael Tkachuk, pastor at St. Mary’s Ukrainian Catholic Church, Brandon.
— Contributed by Ray West

surgeon who graduated
from the Faculty of Music
with M.Mus. in 2012. The
choir rehearses on Saturday
mornings in the St. John
Brebeuf School gymnasium and usually performs
in the St. John’s College
Chapel on the University
of Manitoba campus. The
Seeds of Friendship concert will be the first collaborative endeavour of Joie
de Vivre, and the first time
a choral concert of this dimension has taken place in
St. John Brebeuf Church.
The O. Koshetz choir is
a mixed community choir
who sing almost exclu-

sively in Ukrainian. The
choir are celebrating their
Seventieth Anniversary
this year. The seeds of this
choir were summer Ukrainian cultural courses in the
early 1940s, part of which
were a youth choir under
the leadership of Olexander Koshetz, a world-renowned choral conductor
and composer, who had
been exiled from the Soviet
regime some years before.
He was living in straitened
circumstances in New York
when the Winnipeg Ukrainian community invited
him to come and teach
music to their children.

Koshetz died here in Winnipeg after an all-too-brief
stay, but his name lives on
with this wonderful choir,
which is now conducted
by Miroslava Paches. Mira’s first encounter with
Koshetz choir was in 1993,
when the choir, on tour in
Ukraine under the leadership of the late Walter
Klymkiw, gave a concert in
her home town of Uzhorod
where she was a music student. Mira completed her
musical studies at the Lviv
Conservatory, immigrated
to Winnipeg, married Max,
and is now raising three
musical boys and running

a very successful private
musical studio. She also
conducts the Vladimir and
Olga Ukrainian Catholic
Cathedral choir.
Our Place/Chez Nous
Drop-In Centre is known
to its visitors as The Cross
because of the large brown
cross above the entrance at
676 Main St., across from
Thunderbird House. It is
open Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from
9 a.m. to 11:45 a.m.. The
visitors are mostly homeless people from the inner
city. They are given coffee (reputed to be the best
in the neighbourhood!),
snacks, clothing, toiletries,
a chance to take a shower,
and a place just to “hang
out” for a few hours, playing cards and visiting. Ideally, it is a haven, a refuge
from the hurly-burly of
living on the street. Sometimes disputes arise, particularly when visitors are
intoxicated, but usually
mediation and reconciliation occur without resorting to apprehension by the
authorities. A registered
charity, Our Place /Chez
Nous runs exclusively on
volunteers and the generosity of the parishes in
the local Catholic archdioceses.
Contributed by
John Tanner

6 • The New Wine Press

April 2016

Scope of Laudato Si reaches beyond the environment

W

ouldn’t it be great if
the Vatican divested
itself of fossil fuels?
“I’m a loyal Catholic, but because I care about the church
I believe there is value in expressing these concerns,” said
Dr. Chris Hrynkow, an assistant professor of religion and
culture at St. Thomas More
College at the University of
Saskatchewan. “I think Pope
Francis is opening up space
for some of these thoughts,”
he added.
Hrynkow was speaking
Jan. 29 at one of a series of
noon hour Brown Bag Lectures at the Arthur V. Mauro
Centre for Peace & Justice
at St. Paul’s College at the
University of Manitoba. The
lectures are free and open to
the public.
Hrynkow presented a paper
entitled Caring for our Common Home in a Substantively
Peaceful Manner: Pope Francis’ Laudato Si and Nonviolence from a Transformative
Perspective. Hrynkow posits
that both prior to and after
the release of Laudato Si
last June, much of the publicity around the document
focused on its implications
for addressing global climate
change. However, according

Dr. Chris Hrynkow, left, with Jason Brennan of the Arthur V. Mauro Centre
for Peace and Justice at St. Paul’s College.
to Hrynkow, “the encyclical’s
scope is much wider than a
single environmental issue
and offers an integral framework for transformative responses to several contemporary challenges, including
that of climate change, but
also violence.”
“Laudato Si is the first encyclical addressed to everybody (not only Catholics),”
Hrynkow said, and it contains
several important ecumenical
implications. In the encyclical Francis mentions Islam,

and refers by name to the former Anglican Archbishop of
Canterbury, Rowan Williams,
and the leader of the Eastern Orthodox Church, Bartholomew I, “with whom,”
Francis writes, “we share the
hope for full union.”
Hrynkow writes that in
Laudato Si, Francis “emphasizes that dominant technoeconomic cultural models
encourage the adoption of
unsustainable ways of being in the world. As a result
of their hyper-consumerist

character, they also reinforce
what Francis names as ‘an
economy of exclusion and
inequality’ because they are
obtainable by only a small
percentage of the world’s
population. For example, to
cite a fact commonly named
by ecological activists, if
every person on the planet
consumed at the same level
as the U.S. national average,
it would take the resources of
five planets to maintain that
standard of living.”
Hrynkow said Francis’ first

encyclical Evangelii Gaudium and Laudato Si are two
documents of Catholic social
teaching containing ideas that
are “wonderful but not always effectively used in the
life of the church.”
Hrynkow suggested that the
documents be read “through
a transformative lens. What
would it mean if the words
of Francis were applied to
the life of the church? There
is something that needs to
change in terms of the structure.”
“Francis is transformative in
his approach,” Hrynkow said.
“He is so pastoral, he invites
people in. How he is being
received is evident and that
changes hearts. It’s a moment
of change that calls us to ecological transformation.”
Hrynkow, who is originally from Winnipeg and a
St. Paul’s College alumnus,
believes banning fossil fuels
goes far beyond the Vatican
as he and colleagues at St.
Thomas More College are
working to have that institution do the same.
Contributed by
James Buchok

St. Mary’s
Academy
presents
the 12th
Annual
Marian
Awards For
Excellence
Honouring
Susanne Parent ’81
and
Sister Marylyn
Gibney, SNJM
Saturday, April 30,
The Gates on Roblin
6945 Roblin Blvd
Headingley, MB
Doors open at 10 am
Brunch at 10:30 am
Tickets $75 each
Tables of 8 and 10
available
For details go to
www.
stmarysacademy.
mb.ca
Or contact
Amy Houston
204-478-6031
ahouston@smamb.ca
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The View from Micah House
“... to share the conditions of the people we meet”

T

his past year has been a busy year for the Archdiocese
of Winnipeg and I am filled with joy when I reflect on
all the good work that the faithful of our Archdiocese have
been doing.
In response to the refugee crisis parishes have stepped
up to sponsor families. St. Viator’s parish in Dauphin has
sponsored a Syrian family of five and welcomed that family in February. St. Ignatius Parish with Holy Rosary, St.
Paul’s College and St. Paul’s High School is sponsoring a
family of six and are waiting for that family’s arrival. St.
John Brebeuf and St. Paul the Apostle are ready to welcome a family. St. Anthony’s and St. John Cantius are taking steps to be ready to sponsor a family. St. Augustine’s
in Brandon is ready and looking forward to sponsoring a
family. St. Gianna’s has done fundraising and collected
various household goods, clothing, etc. that are available
for the use of the families. It has helped with furnishing
and preparing the apartment for the family the St. Ignatius
group is waiting for.
In response to the need to protect the right to life, over
7,900 parishioners of the Archdiocese of Winnipeg signed
a petition that has been forwarded to the House of Commons asking for more time to enact legislation around
physician-assisted death. Also the petition asks the government to protect the religious freedom of those who cannot
conscientiously be a part of physician-assisted suicide. As
well there is a call for quality palliative care for all Canadians. Parishioners continue to inform themselves of the
ramifications of physician-assisted death and the faith response to this attack on life.
In many other ways the parishioners step up every day.

Soup kitchens, clothing drives, food collections are all a
part of every parish’s works. Parishioners volunteer at Our
Place/Chez Nous, at personal care homes, at Art Beat and
at St. Amant. There are active volunteer groups that visit
with inmates at Stony Mountain and the Brandon Correctional Centre.
Parishioners have advocated for a road for Shoal Lake,
and for the inquiry into murdered and missing indigenous
women. When there is a cry to right an injustice, parishioners stand with those in need.
These just list a few of the examples where parishioners
are involved in being in the presence of those in need. As
always there is more to do. The Truth and Reconciliation
Report has 94 calls to action. We, the faithful, should become familiar with the calls to action and then do what
we can to foster a better relationship with our indigenous
brothers and sisters. For example we can advocate with the
government for the adoption and implementation of the
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples. We should make it our duty to know more about
the indigenous culture and how it is an integral part of our
Canadian culture. We should be actively working to support our indigenous brothers and sisters in making sure
they have adequate housing and food; that they are provided the opportunity for quality education and health care;
that they have safe drinking water.
We need safe and affordable housing in our province and
our city. Better supports for those who are mentally ill, for
the elderly and the sick.
We have an environment in crisis that requires we take
notice and do all we can to protect the Earth.

I could go on.
We see everyday where help is needed. I don’t mention
this to overwhelm people. We have done so much good
and with such joy but we are capable of more. There are
approximately 155,000 Catholics in our Archdiocese. Each
of us has gifts and talents that can be used in any ministry,
we just have to overcome the inertia that comes from a
busy life and the belief that the government or someone
else will step up to do what needs to be done.
During Lent and the Easter season I reflect on what it
means to be a Christian and a Catholic. As I look upon the
cross I marvel at the human part of Jesus who underwent
so much suffering for us and I reflect on why he would do
that. I am brought back to the Gospel of Luke 10:22 when
the lawyer rises and asks what he must do to inherit eternal
life? Jesus replies, “You must love the Lord your God with
all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength and
with all your mind, and your neighbour as yourself.”
As Pope Francis has said: “From the Gospel narratives
we are able to understand the closeness, the goodness, the
tenderness with which Jesus drew in the suffering people
and consoled them, comforted them and often healed them.
By our Teacher’s example we too are called to draw near,
to share the conditions of the people we meet.:
We celebrate and take joy in all we have accomplished
and with joy we look forward to doing so much more.
Micah House, the Archdiocese of Winnipeg’s
Catholic Centre for Social Justice
1039 Main St., Winnipeg, R2W 3R2 (204) 589-5393
sjustice@archwinnipeg.ca
Join us on Facebook

Refugees grateful for housing and food — but also need our respect
A

s long as there have
been wars there have
been refugees, and long before the crisis in Syria, Canadians have been working
to help those forced to flee
their homelands, and there
is no end in sight to the great
need of so many.
Nine years ago Winnipegger Anne Mahon began volunteering with the
Immigrant and Refugee
Community Organization
of Manitoba (IRCOM), a
non-profit operating a transitional housing complex
for refugees. Once a week
Mahon teaches English as
an Additional Language

to about 20 newcomers to
Canada, some of whom are
university educated, others who have never held a
pencil.
Their stories of survival
compelled her to write The
Lucky Ones: African Refugees’ Stories of Extraordinary Courage, a collection
of personal accounts of being forced from one’s home
and beginning again in a
new country. The stories
come from men, women and
children, aged four to seventy-three, representing a
variety of African countries
and backgrounds. It was
published in May 2013.

Mahon writes of resilience
and an extraordinary courage and will to live. “I have
been transformed by being the messenger of these
peoples’ stories,” she told a
gathering at St. Gianna Beretta Molla Church Feb. 2.
She said she wrote the
book to create awareness
about refugees, to honour
their stories, which she believes are often misunderstood, and to raise funds.
Half of the proceeds from
the book are being donated
to the African community
through the University of
Winnipeg’s
Opportunity
Fund assisting newly enter-

Anne Mahon
ing university students with
tuition fees. The other half
goes to SEED Winnipeg for
micro-loan opportunities
for business and community
projects.

Neepawa and Carberry parishioners visit
Brandon Islamic Centre

On Sat. Feb. 27, Fr. Mark Filips organized a visit for parishioners from Neepawa and Carberry
to the Brandon Islamic Centre. At the Mosque we learned how Muslims pray, we learned a bit
about the Koran and their faith, and who Jesus is for Muslims. There was delicious food served
and people from the Mosque were more than happy to answer questions. All during the visit, the
people at the Mosque referred to us as brothers and sisters, and that is what we are, coming
together for fellowship and discussion. As Pope Francis reminds us, “we Christians are called to
build bridges not put up walls of division.”
— Contributed by Rev. Mark Filips, Pastor, St. Dominic’s Church, Neepawa, Man.

“There is no one quintessential refugee,” said Mahon. “Some come from
refugee camps, others were
never in a camp; some have
university degrees, others
have no education; some
come to reunite with family
that came before and immediately have a family and a
community, others arrive
completely alone. Some
have seen or experienced
war and acts of violence.
Some have lived through
total instability in their lives
with no idea of the future.”
She read an excerpt from
the book, from a man who
experienced the Kakuma
Refugee Camp in Kenya
that opened in in 1991 and
currently contains 179,000
people who have fled wars
and violence in neighbouring countries. “Have you
ever seen people fight over
a jug of water?” he asks.
“The water was precious, to
drink, to bathe,” in temperatures reaching 40C.
The lesson Mahon has
learned from refugees is one
of gratitude. “For refugees,
everything begins with gratitude. They thank us in class
over and over for giving
them safety and opportunity. It is gratitude that allows
us to say ‘this is enough,’
not ‘I want more.’”
Newcomers know the
value of family, Mahon
said. “Their first question
is always ‘how is your family?’ because if the family is
good, all is good.”
“Refugee parents are in a
special category,” she said.
“They are fleeing with their

children, half way across
the world, all for want of
nothing for themselves.”
In another excerpt a man
writes that besides housing and food, those we help
need our respect.
“Some people confuse
helping with telling someone what they should do,”
he writes. “There can be an
attitude of superiority: ‘You
are the one who needs me
and my country because
you are coming here.’ This
does not help us. For me,
helping is based on respect
and an understanding of
each other. To say, ‘I don’t
have anything to learn from
you; you are the one learning from me,’ creates the
impression of inferiority.
“People say they would
like to give a cup, or a bed
or a television. They really
care. That is a good start, but
I believe help like that is for
the short term. You can buy
me a bed, a huge beautiful
bed, but if I cannot sleep,
then it is just for decoration.
I know that it was not meant
for decoration, it was meant
for sleep, but in order for
me to be able to have a restful sleep I need to feel like a
contributing, valuable member of the society I live in.”
“We have an opportunity to
learn so much from them,”
Mahon said. “Anything is
possible. We should never
limit our expectations to the
boundaries of what we already know.”
Contributed by
James Buchok
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Holy Doors for the Holy Year of Mercy

Left, Notre Dame Church, Selkirk.
Above, St. Mary’s Cathedral,
Winnipeg.

Above, St. Viator’s Church, Dauphin.
Top middle, St. Augustine of Canterbury
Church, Brandon.

The Holy Year of Mercy began on the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, December 8, 2015,
and concludes on the Solemnity of Christ the King of the Universe, November 20, 2016.
“Our Centennial Year incorporated a special Jubilee Indulgence. Certain pilgrimage churches were designated throughout the archdiocese as part of a special spiritual program. In the Holy Year of Mercy we have an even greater grace given to us, a Plenary Indulgence that is granted only by the Holy Father. It
is the Holy Father’s desire that all members of the Church avail themselves of this Plenary Indulgence. The conditions required for the Indulgence and the
great variety of possibilities are explained fully in my Pastoral Letter. Holy Doors are sacramental symbols of entering and welcoming the grace of the Holy
Year of Mercy. Besides St. Mary’s Cathedral, certain other churches will be dedicated throughout the archdiocese as pilgrimage sites with Holy Doors. The
shrines located in the three archdioceses in Winnipeg will also be designated pilgrimage sites.”
- Archbishop Richard Gagnon
Read Archbishop Gagnon’s Pastoral Letter on the Holy Year of Mercy, on the Archdiocese of Winnipeg website, www.archwinnipeg.ca
Click on Archbishop Richard Gagnon; Articles and Letters

Archbishop Gagnon’s Schedule
Sat., April 2
Sun., April 3
Thurs., April 7
Wed., April 13

12:00 noon
4:00 pm
12:00 noon
1:30 pm
5:30 pm
1:30 pm

7:00 pm
Thurs., April 14 6:00 pm
April 15-16
Tues., April 19

11:00 am

Wed., April 20 7:00 pm
Thurs., April 21 7:00 pm
Fri., April 22
5:00 pm
Sat., April 23

5:30 pm

Sun., April 24

10:30 am

April 25-29
April 29-30
April 30
Sun., May 1

11:00 am
3:00 pm

Tues., May 3

7:00 pm

Wed., May 4

5:00 pm

Thurs. May 5

7:00 pm

Sat. May 7

4:00 pm

A publication of the
Archdiocese of Winnipeg

Mass, House of Peace, Winnipeg
Confirmation, St Ann’s Parish, Winnipeg
Confirmation, Holy Rosary Parish, Winnipeg
Inter-Diocesan Pro-Life Meeting, Winnipeg
Meeting with Confirmation Candidates,
St Vital Parish, Winnipeg
Ad hoc Committee on Catholic Schools,
Catholic Centre, Winnipeg
Confirmation, St Joseph’s Parish, Winnipeg
Caritas Dinner, Convention Centre, Winnipeg
Retreat with the Permanent Deacons of
Manitoba, Lakeview Harbour Resort, Gimli
Aboriginal Ministry Committee Meeting
St. Dominic’s Parish, Neepawa
Confirmation, St Vital Parish, Winnipeg
Confirmation, Holy Ghost Parish, Winnipeg
Diocesan Catholic Women’s League
Convention, St Theresa’s Parish, West St Paul
Confirmation, St Anthony’s (Hungarian)
Parish, Winnipeg
Confirmation, Immaculate Conception Parish
Fisher Branch
Priests’ Retreat Wilderness Edge Resort,
Pinawa
Knights of Columbus State Convention,
Victoria Inn, Winnipeg
Prison Ministry Retreat, St. Benedict’s, Wpg.
Confirmation, St Dominic’s Parish, Neepawa
Confirmation, Our Lady of the Assumption
Parish, Carberry
Confirmation, St John Cantius Parish,
Winnipeg
Meeting with Development and Peace,
Winnipeg
Confirmation, St Anthony’s (West Kildonan)
Parish, Winnipeg
Confirmation, St Augustine of Canterbury
Parish, Brandon
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Sun. May 8
Mon., May 9

9:15 am
7:00 pm

Tues., May 10
Thurs., May 12

6:00 pm
10:30 am

Sat., May 14

5:00 pm

Sun., May 15

11:30 am
7:00 pm

Mon., May 16
Tues., May 17
Thurs., May 19

4:30 pm
11:00 am
7:30 pm
10:30 am

Sat.., May 21

7:00 pm

Sun., May 22

11:00 am

Wed., May 25
Thurs., May 26

7:00 pm
7:00 pm

Fri., May 27
Sat., May 28
Sun., May 29
Mon., May 30
Tues., May 31

11:00 am
4:00 pm
10:00 am
4:00 pm
7:00 pm
10:30 am

Thurs., June 2

7:00 pm

Sun., June 5
Tues., June 7
June 8-9
Sun., June 12

7:30 pm
11:30 am
12:00 pm

Confirmation, St Antoninus’ Parish, Deloraine
Pro Life Mass, Holy Eucharist Ukrainian
Church, Winnipeg
Theology on Tap, Johnny G’s, Winnipeg
Morning Prayer followed by March for Life,
St Mary’s Cathedral
Confirmation, Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Parish, Winnipeg
Confirmation, St Mary’s Cathedral
Mass to Open the Archdiocesan Synod,
St Mary’s Cathedral
CHCM Directors Meeting, St Boniface
Ecumenical Bishops’ Meeting, Winnipeg
Confirmation, St Ignatius Parish, Winnipeg
Synod Orientation Meeting with Clergy,
Good Shepherd Parish, Portage la Prairie
Confirmation, St Columba’s Parish,
Swan River
Confirmation, Ste-Rose-da-Lima Parish,
Ste-Rose-du-Lac
Confirmation, St Patrick’s Parish, Winnipeg
Confirmation, St Paul the Apostle Parish,
Winnipeg
Mass, St Joseph’s Residence, Winnipeg
Confirmation, St Jude’s Parish, Erickson
Confirmation, St Lazare Parish, St Lazare
Mass, St Helen’s Parish, Shoal Lake
Confirmation, St Peter’s Parish, Winnipeg
Council of Priests’ Meeting, Our Lady of
Perpetual Help Parish, Winnipeg
Confirmation, St John Brebeuf Parish,
Winnipeg
Confirmation, St Edward’s Parish, Winnipeg
CHSM Members’ Meeting, St Boniface
CCCB Permanent Council Meetings, Ottawa
Confirmation, Immaculate Conception Parish.
Winnipeg
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