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Archdiocese Synod Listening Sessions Underway
T

he faithful spoke and
Archbishop Richard
Gagnon listened as the
Synod for the Archdiocese
of Winnipeg began a series of listening sessions
to address three questions:
What do you appreciate
about your church? What is
your vision for your archdiocese? What should be
your church’s priorities?
Among the positives were
expressions of a church that
celebrates ethnic diversity
and collaboration. Among
the challenges is the need
for the church to reach outside itself, beyond its structures, to a commitment to
build a just society through
gospel values.
There was much more said
and heard at the 90-minute
sessions at St. Paul’s High
School, Winnipeg, Sept. 8,
St. Anthony of Padua Parish, West Kildonan, Sept.
13 and St. Augustine’s,
Brandon, Sept. 14, and there
is much more to come at the
seven additional listening
sessions scheduled throughout the archdiocese from
now until Nov. 5.
All are invited to express
their opinion, including the
baptized that are no longer
active in the church and also,
in the words of Archbishop
Gagnon, “those who do not
know Jesus Christ.”
The sessions begin with
a few minutes of silence to
reflect on the three questions
and, if one chooses, to write
brief responses on forms
that are provided. The next
fifteen minutes are spent in
group discussions followed
by the main part of the gatherings when all are invited to
voice their feelings directly

The first Synod Listening Sessions were held at (above) St. Paul’s High School, Sept.
8: (below) at St. Anthony of Padua Parish (WK) in Winnipeg, Sept. 13; and (bottom)
at St. Augustine’s Parish in Brandon, Sept. 14. See below for the full schedule.

to Archbishop Gagnon. The
archbishop listens, and only
listens, while others record
what is said.
The spoken and written responses from the Listening
Sessions will lead to the next
part of the synod, the Focus
Commissions, which will
identify main themes that
emerge from the Listening
Sessions and create reports to
become working documents
for the Synod`s General Sessions. The entire two-year
synod plan can be seen in a
slideshow on the Archdiocese of Winnipeg website;
and those who cannot attend
a Listening Session can go to
the website and make their
thoughts known in writing
online.
“The synod is like a funnel,”
said Archbishop Gagnon at
the initial Listening Session.

“It’s wide on top, to hear
what is in your hearts, and
the thoughts are discerned
downward to more specific
initiatives and goals.” The
archbishop admitted it is a
bit overwhelming. “Who’s
going to do all this?,” he
asked jokingly, then answered; “We are!”
“I keep thinking this is a
holy moment,” Archbishop
Gagnon said. “This is a
holy thing to express those
thoughts that we have. I
looked at each of your offerings as little gems of faith.”
Contributed by
James Buchok

Read the
Archbishop`s
Message on the
Listening Sessions
on Page 8.

Upcoming Synod Listening Sessions

Photo by June Garcia

Patti Fitzmaurice serves as facilitator Sept. 13 as
Archbishop Gagnon looks on.

Sat., Oct. 8, 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. at St Kateri Tekakwitha Parish, Winnipeg
Thurs., Oct. 13, 7 p.m. at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish, 4588 Roblin Blvd., Winnipeg
Sat., Oct. 15, 1 p.m. at St. Viator’s Parish, 307 Whitmore Ave E., Dauphin, Man.
Tues., Oct. 18, at 10 a.m. at Waywayseecappo First Nation
Wed., Oct. 19, 7 p.m. at St. Paul the Apostle Parish, 2400 Portage Ave., Winnipeg
With Youth and Young Adults, Sat., Oct. 22, 9:30 a.m., at St. Peter’s Parish
748 Keewatin St., Winnipeg
With High School Students, Tues. Oct. 25, Noon to 3:30 p.m. at St. Paul`s High School,
2200 Grant Ave. Winnipeg.
Sat., Nov. 5, 10 a.m. at Christ the King Parish, 315 2nd St. East, Stonewall, Man.
A session will also be held at Chez Nous / Our Place Drop-in Centre in downtown Winnipeg
at a date to be determined.

2 • The New Wine Press

Read The
New Wine Press
online at www.archwinnipeg.ca

October 2016

The New Wine Press • 3

October 2016

Rev. Colin Peterson Ordained to Ministerial Priesthood

R

ev. Colin Peterson, a
married former United Church minister, was
ordained to the Catholic
priesthood by the Archbishop of Winnipeg, Most
Reverend Richard Gagnon,
June 10 at St. Mary’s Cathedral in Winnipeg.
“Colin, you have taken
the path of United Church
Minister, of husband and
father and now the path
to holy priesthood,” said
Archbishop
Gagnon.
“Now you and your wife
Sandy look forward to a
new life, to serve Christ,
to advance the Kingdom
of God.”
Peterson, a father of
three and grandfather of
three, was ordained under a Pastoral Provision
set up in 1980 by Pope
St. John Paul II to enable
married, former protestant
and Anglican ministers,
to receive a dispensation
from the vow of celibacy,
allowing them to be ordained as Catholic priests.
The Canadian Conference
of Catholic Bishops was
unable to provide figures
for the number of married
men in Canada who have
become Catholic priests
since the Pastoral Provision was established, but
the California-based Pastoral Provision Office reports it is over 100 for the
United States.
In an interview, Peterson, who was ordained to
the transitional diacon-

ate in May, 2013, said as
a young member of the
United Church of Canada
he developed an appreciation for the liturgical and
sacramental life of the Roman Catholic Church. He
was ordained as a United
Church minister in 1978.
In 2001 he became Chaplain at the Manitoba Youth
Centre, a detention facility for minors, and in that
role attended worship in a
variety of churches. “My
love for good liturgy and
the importance of the sacraments, especially the
Eucharist, led me into the
Roman Catholic Church
where I felt very much at
home,” he said.
“This came at a time
when the demands of
working with incarcerated
youth began to have a profound spiritual impact. I
grieved the death of many
young people who were
dying tragic and violent
deaths and I lamented the
depth of evil that pervaded Rev. Colin Peterson bestows blessings following his ordination to the
their lives and the system Ministerial Priesthood June 10.
that tried to support them.
I came to realize that what time. “The spiritual exerPeterson said “the call of Winnipeg James WeisSt. Paul called the ‘princi- cises of St. Ignatius, the to a ministry of word and gerber and with permispalities and powers’ were life of prayer practised by sacrament not only persist- sion from the Holy See, a
at work in our world and the monks at the Trappist ed but became focussed in process of formation was
it seemed to me that the Monastery (in Holland, a particular way on sacra- begun. I had the support
Catholic Church was one Man.) and the guidance of mental life. I wanted not of Archbishop Richard
of the few churches that several spiritual directors, only to proclaim God’s Gagnon and many tutors
understood evil and took it helped me get through this word, but to be able to care and teachers who have
seriously.”
very difficult stage in my for God’s people through helped me prepare for the
Peterson said the Catho- life as a minister,” he said. the beauty, mystery and unique requirements of the
lic Church provided the Peterson became a Catho- the power of all the sac- ministerial priesthood. My
spiritual strength and lic at the Easter Vigil in raments. In consultation internship at St. Gianna
healing he needed at that 2011.
with (past) Archbishop Beretta Molla Parish, with

Fr. Darrin Gurr and a host
of truly amazing parishioners, has been a rich and
wonderful experience. The
ongoing friendship and
support of Deacon Rudy
LeMaitre of St. Mary’s
Cathedral continues to be
a great blessing.”
Peterson said the demands
of husband and father “can
sometimes conflict with
the demands of pastoral
ministry. However, unmarried priests face some of
these same challenges as
they care for aging parents
and respond to the needs
of family members. Being married means that I
must be a good steward of
my time and energy. But it
has not, in any way, diminished the strength or validity of the call to the ministerial priesthood. I thank
my wife for her patient
love and support as well as
the ongoing support of my
family and friends especially Paul Campbell.”
Since becoming a deacon Peterson has served at
St. Gianna Berreta Molla
Church in Winnipeg and
on July 1 was assigned
parochial vicar at St. Vital
Parish in Winnipeg, “and
I look forward to serving
God’s people there,” he
said.
Contributed by
James Buchok

St. Viator’s, Dauphin and Corpus Christi, Winnipegosis

O

Pilgrims make trek to visit Holy Doors for Holy Year of Mercy

n Aug. 25, 17 parishioners from St. Viator’s Parish in Dauphin
and Corpus Christi Parish
in Winnipegosis joined
with parish priest Fr. Juan
Legitimas to make a Holy
Door Pilgrimage.
Our pilgrimage began
with Mass at St. Viator’s
at 8 a.m., a prayer at the
Holy Door and a picture
taking.
We then loaded into our
cars and were off to St.
Augustine’s in Brandon.
There we were welcomed
by staff and Fr. Michael
Raj Savarimuthu, who
explained how their Holy
Door came to be, and gave
us a tour of their beautifully restored church.
Pictures were taken, then,
back into our cars again!
On to Holland, to the
Trappist
Monastery.
There we wandered on the
beautiful grounds before
entering the Holy Doors.
We were fortunate to be
there at a time where the
monks were in the chapel,
so we were able to listen
to the monks sing their

prayers.
Before leaving the monastery we enjoyed our
picnic lunch and took
advantage of the little
store, purchasing some
religious articles and the
delicious cheese made by
the monks. Then we were
back on the road and off
to St. Mary’s Cathedral in
Winnipeg. The wonderful staff at the cathedral
waited at the church for
us to arrive, opening the
parking lot and the Holy
Door for us. Connie, St.
Mary’s sacristan guided
us around the church, patiently waiting for us to
have time for prayer and
even acting as photographer for our final picture
of the day.
We ended our pilgrimage
with a visit to Fr. Juan’s
favourite restaurant.
We covered a lot of
miles but it was worth
it! Thank you to all those
who made our pilgrimage
such a special day.
Contributed by
Laverne Hudson

From top left, clockwise, the pilgrims made their way to the Holy Doors for the Holy Year of Mercy
at: St. Viator’s, Dauphin; St. Augustine’s, Brandon; the Trappist Monastery in Holland, Man.; and
St. Mary’s Cathedral, Winnipeg.
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St. Augustine of Canterbury CWL Parish Council
O

n June 7, 2016 St. Augustine of Canterbury
Council of The Catholic
Women’s League of Canada held its annual banquet
and awards night. We were
pleased to welcome special
guests Winnipeg Diocesan
President Con Marks, President-Elect Rose Anne Seymour, Manitoba Provincial
Council President Faith Anderson, and National Convention 2018 Chair Susan
Bernier.
The highlight of the evening was the presentation of
the Bellelle Guerin Award
to Barbara Hamm by Presidents Con and Faith. Barbara
exemplifies the league motto, ‘For God and Canada,’
through her service to the
league at the parish and diocesan levels; in the parish,
as catechism co-ordinator,
choir director, and leader of
interdenominational services
at the hospital for 32 years.
She instituted the collection
of stamps for the Leprosy
Foundation which she looks
after to the present time. In
the wider church community
Barb served as secretary for
28 years for the World Day
of Prayer executive. She volunteered on the board for the
Children’s Aid Society of
Western Manitoba for two
years, and nine years for the
Provincial Exhibition Family Fair.
Fundraiser
On June 16, we held a Suds
and Spud fundraiser to raise
money for the parish refugee
committee. Thanks to the hard
work of many volunteers, donations and the generosity of

Barbara Hamm (centre) is presented with the Bellelle Guerin Award by Winnipeg
Diocesan President Con Marks (left) and Manitoba Provincial Council President
Faith Anderson.
the patrons, we raised $3,000
which President Arlene Elves
presented to Fr. Michael towards sponsoring a refugee
family to Brandon. Through
cookie sales at St. Augustine’s Family Day on May
27, and proceeds from a fun
draw at the June Wind-up, a
further $216 was donated to
this cause.
Scholarship Presentation
On June 22, St. Augustine CWL President Arlene
Elves attended the high
school graduation in Souris
and presented our council’s
$500 scholarship to Christine Punay, a parishioner of
St. Mary’s, a mission of St.
Augustine’s. Christine is going on to higher education at
Brandon University.

St. Augustine CWL president, Arlene Elves, presents
our CWL Scholarship to Christine Punay.

Conventions
We are blessed to have many
dedicated members of our
CWL council who work tirelessly for the league and our
parish. This past spring representatives from our council
attended the Winnipeg, Keewatin-The Pas and St. Boniface Diocesan Conventions
and the Manitoba Provincial
Convention. In August, several attended the National
Convention in Halifax.
As members of the league,
we are connected across our
great country in a true sisterhood which does not know
any boundary. We are one in
Christ and in The Catholic
Women’s League of Canada.
Contributed by
Carol MacKenzie

Brandon Serra Essay Contest
Award Recipient 2016

Life Member Beatrice Gross at the Suds and Spud fundraiser for the parish refugee committee June 16.

Baptism at St-Felix-de-Valois’ Church, Dunrea

T

he Serra Club of Brandon established the Serra Essay contest in 2010. Grade 8 students
are challenged to write an essay entitled ‘What
Vocations Means to Me.’ Sydney Houlihan, graduating Grade 8 student at St. Augustine’s School,
was the recipient of this year’s award. Above,
Jocelyn Kehler, representing the Serra Club of
Brandon, presents a cheque for $100 to Sydney at
St. Augustine’s School Awards ceremony on June
29, 2016. Congratulations Sydney.
Submitted by Carol MacKenzie-Gruber

D

avyn Miguel Ramos, son of Daniel and Juvy Ramos, was baptized by Rev. Philip Malayil June 26 at StFelix-de-Valois’ Church in the Westman Deanery, surrounded by many godparents and friends. We have
received many blessings in our parish and thought we might share this one with everyone.
Contributed by Carole Boulet
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Hosted by St. Viator’s, Dauphin

O

First Rural Stewardship Conference Held

ne June 18 St. Viator’s
Parish in Dauphin,
with the blessing and the
help of the archdiocese,
hosted the first ever Archdiocese of Winnipeg Rural
Stewardship Conference.
The goal of the gathering
was to encourage those
parishes working in stewardship and educate those
that had not embraced
stewardship.
The conference was held
at the Knights on 11th Hall,
home of the Knights of
Columbus, Dauphin, who
donated the use of the hall.
The speakers came from
Winnipeg and Brandon.
Fr. John Legitimas, pastor of St. Viator’s, opened
the day with prayer and the
reading of greetings from
Archbishop Richard Gagnon.
Fr. Darrin Gurr, pastor of
St. Gianna Beretta Molla
Parish in Winnipeg was
the opening speaker of the
day, enlightening the attendees on the Spirituality
and Pillars of Stewardship.
Fr. Darrin is a well known
speaker on stewardship,

Director
of Catechetics
and Faith
Development

Judith Vasquez
Archbishop Gagnon
is pleased to announce
the appointment of Judith Vasquez, B.Ed. as
the Director of Catechetics and Faith Development.
Judith is a parishioner of St. Patrick’s
Parish in Winnipeg
and has served as a
Parish Catechism Coordinator, Confirmation and Safe Environments Coordinator, an
Educational Assistant
in Catholic Schools,
including
working
with students with
exceptional
learning needs. Judith also
works with the lay
missionaries of Charity, Couples for Christ
and the Catechesis of
the Good Shepherd.
This appointment became effective Sept.
1, 2016. We welcome
Judith!

At left, Rev. Darrin Gurr speaks on the Spirituality and Pillars of Stewardship. At right, Ken and Diane Fox with Grand Knight Ken
Yakielashek at coffee break.

speaking at conferences at
both national and international levels.
Fr. Michael Wollbaum,
pastor of St. Charles Parish in Winnipeg, spoke
on Living our Baptism as
Priest, Prophet and King,
and later had small groups
working on different aspects of living out this call.
The other speakers spoke

T

for the first time at such a
conference. Ken and Diane Fox from Brandon,
and Cheri and Don Kasianchuk from Winnipeg,
shared their own experiences of how stewardship
has shaped their lives.
More than forty people attended this first rural conference, all but one from
the Archdiocese of Winni-

peg and mostly from Parkland Deanery, with the one
exception being from the
Archdiocese of KeewatinThe Pas.
Here are three of the responses that we received
about the day:
“Inspiring speakers sharing their gifts, talents,
knowledge, time and love.
We need more of these

gatherings to learn to share
and pray.”
“Enjoyed it very much,
would certainly come
again. Good speakers, very
inspiring. May God bless
all the organizers and the
wonderful speakers.”
“Great snacks and food.
Great speaker. Well organized. Good and relevant
topics.”

The Stewardship Conference Committee was very
pleased with the entire
conference. So, much so
that we are considering a
second Rural Stewardship
Conference in 2018. Hope
to see you there.
Contributed by
Laverne Hudson

RNDMs celebrate Sr. Aileen Gleason`s 70th

he Winnipeg community of the Sisters
of Our Lady of the Missions celebrated Sr. Aileen
Gleason’s 70th anniversary of religious profession,
her Platinum Jubilee, on
July 26, honouring her for
a life of service to others
and for changing the lives
of thousands of refugees.
“It has been 70 years of
hope and promise, a path
of walking with Christ,
to serve in many diverse
ways,” said Sr. Veronica
Dunne, Leadership Coordinator for the community.
Two of Sr. Aileen’s brothers attended the celebration at St. Benedict Monastery; Joe from Winnipeg
and Pat from Toronto, and
her sister Bernadette from
Humboldt, Sask. A niece
played violin and Mass
was presided by Father
Sam Argenziano, followed
by a reception.
Sr. Aileen was a school
teacher and principal for
25 years, then leader of
the RNDM community in
Rome from 1974 to 1983,
then she lived and worked
on the Sandy Bay First
Nation in her home province of Saskatchewan, she

Then she went to Kenya
for an 18-month term to
help expedite the refugee
process for those in refugee camps. She stayed until 2007.
Hospitality House is financially supported by
faith communities including the Archdiocese of
Winnipeg and Roman
Catholic parishes, and the
Anglican Cathedral of St.
John, but also The United
Church of Canada and
Presbyterian parishes. Important support also comes
from private foundations
and many individual donors.
Tom Denton, current and
Sr. Aileen Gleason, third from left, with brothers Joe from Winnipeg, Pat
long-time
director of Hosfrom Toronto and sister Bernadette from Humboldt, Sask.
pitality House arrived at
Missions affirmed their of the Anglican Diocese of the celebration from the
was born in Watson.
In 1992, supported by commitment to refugees Rupert’s Land. established Winnipeg airport where
her community, Sr. Aileen and Sr. Gleason was asked Hospitality House and 20 refugees had just arestablished
Hospitality to develop a comprehen- welcomed its first refugee, rived bringing the total for
this year to date to a new
House Refugee Ministry sive refugee program. Asha, from Somalia.
Over the years, Sr. Aileen record of 615.
in Winnipeg, but her in- The commitment was furOf Sr. Aileen`s contributerest began in Rome see- ther strengthened in 1990 has initiated thousands
tions
over the years, Dening young Ethiopian men when the Congregational of refugee sponsorships,
living on the streets, their Chapter, held in Rome most of whom she wel- ton simply said, ``Aileen
lives on hold. Sr. Aileen with elected delegates comed at the airport and has done a great job.”
sought and found spon- from some 18 countries, then companioned with
sorships for many of them named ‘refugees’ as a top them as they settled into
Contributed by
through her Canadian con- mission priority for the their new life in Canada.
James Buchok
nections.
RNDMs.
In 2002, Sr. Aileen retired
In 1986 Manitoba`s SisIn 1992 Sr. Aileen, sup- as coordinator at Hospitalters of Our Lady of the ported by Rev. Jim Wolf ity House at the age of 78.
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November, the Month of the Dead, a time of healing and hope
E
Grief needs
ntombment and memorialization within Living Waters Columbarium
ensures that the beloved
deceased are perpetually remembered in the prayers of
the faith community at St.
Gianna Beretta Molla Parish. The columbarium is also
one of the vehicles through
which we continue to build
community and develop our
ministry of compassion and
care. It supports our understanding and appreciation
of death as another great
threshold to be celebrated
within the beauty of our baptismal journey. Choosing the
columbarium as one’s final
resting place gives expression to the communal nature
of our faith. Both in life and
death, we are members of
the Body of Christ, and being entombed beneath the
life-giving waters of baptism
is a sign of our participation
in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus.
As we prepare to celebrate
the Month of the Dead in
November, we are pleased to
share a number of initiatives
that are open to all members
of the Catholic community
and their families. Please
consider how the Month of
the Dead — a critical season
within the liturgical year — can be a time of healing
and hope…

to be shared,
and those who
grieve need to
be reassured
that they are
not alone

Fall Bereavement
Process: Grief as Part of
the Disciple’s Journey
Our fall Bereavement process, From History to Mystery ... Encounter Christ in
your Grief, begins soon,
Rooted in the Catholic tradition, the bereavement process
invites participants to encounter Christ in their grieving through prayer, scripture,
reflection and the sharing of
faith. In this caring and supportive environment, participants meet others who are
journeying through loss, and
together explore the various
facets of grief and the challenges associated to engaging in a new reality following the death of a loved one.
Many grievers attempt to
grieve alone. However, grief
needs to be shared, and those
who grieve need to be reassured that they are not alone

in their thoughts, feelings
and responses in day-to-day
situations. The support and
encouragement of the group
enables participants to give
voice to their unique journey
and take a step toward healing and spiritual growth.
The group will meet Monday evenings over a seven
week period, starting Oct. 17.
Space is limited to 10 participants. Please register by
Oct.13.
Do you Have a Loved
One’s Cremated Remains
at Home?
The teachings of our faith
tradition instruct us to treat
cremated remains with the
same reverence and dignity
as a body in a casket, including interring or entombing
the remains in a timely manner. Sadly this last movement
of the ritual celebration is at
times postponed indefinitely
when a choice is made to
keep a deceased loved one’s
remains at home. A final separation from a person’s earthly remains not only brings
peace, but enables those left
behind to push through their
grief and freely embrace a
new reality in which the relationship with their beloved
deceased continues to flourish in mystery.
Through our mission to
claim the dignity of cremated
remains, we invite all families

who have kept the remains of
a loved one at home to consider entombing them during the month of November.
A limited selection of niches
are available to those who
currently have the cremated
remains of a loved one at
home.
Remembrance Wall
in Memory of Fallen
Soldiers
to be Unveiled

Our Remembrance Wall
commemorates Canadian soldiers who have sacrificed their
lives for the sake of freedom.
The wall, which will be unveiled within our Eucharistic
Liturgy for Peace on November 11, will bear the names
of fallen soldiers, along with
their dates of birth and death.
This is a wonderful opportunity for families who have lost
a family member through war

to create a place of prayer and
remembrance for them.
Inscriptions can be ordered
online at www.livingwaterswpg.ca. Please order by Oct.
31.
For additional information
on these and other initiatives
at Living Waters Columbarium, please contact Monique
at St. Gianna’s Parish Office (204-488-3977) or visit
www.livingwaterswpg.ca.

NET Ministries expands
into Western Canada

N

ET Canada, a leading
youth ministry organization, is increasing its Canadian presence by opening
two new offices this fall to
serve Western Canada and
Quebec. Amidst the increasing secularization of society
and growing despair among
youth, NET Canada exists to
give hope to young Catholics
through its retreat programs
and support of youth ministry at parishes across the
country.
“Sharing our faith and helping young people to know
Jesus is the focus of our
growing movement,” says
Joe Vogel, executive director
of NET Canada. “Thanks to
the generous support of our
donors, we’re now able to
challenge even more young
Catholics to lead a life of
hope and virtue that has
become increasingly counter-cultural. We are thrilled
to be growing our presence
as it means that we’ll have

the opportunity to positively
impact the lives of a greater
number of young people as
well as the life of the local
Church and communities.”
NET Canada has been serving in Canada for the past 22
years out of its head office
in Ottawa, Ont., and reaches
more than 20,000 young
people each year through
its missionaries: 50 young
adults from around the world
that are trained by NET to
bring the Gospel message
to Canadian youth. NET
Canada’s two new offices
located in the Archdiocese
of Vancouver and the Archdiocese of Montreal, which
will serve as ministry hubs
for the Western provinces
and Quebec, are a part of the
organization’s five-year strategic plan to advance youth
ministry in Canada.
The shift to a nationwide focus was a result of
a series of ‘listening tours’
NET Canada undertook

to better understand how
key stakeholders, such as
bishops and education- a l
partners, felt that youth ministry could be improved.
“It’s a true joy to see the
light of Christ shining
through the youth in their
renewed faith and joyful attitudes,” said Dan Potvin,
director of stewardship and
mission advancement. “We
feel an overwhelming sense
of gratitude that this expansion has been possible with
the support of our donors as
we work to form bold and
courageous Catholic leaders
who can effectively spread
the Gospel message to the
peripheries through following the call to respond to Jesus’ sacrifice for us.”
For more information on
NET Canada or to make a
donation to support youth
ministry in Canada, please
visit www.netcanada.ca.

Personnel Appointments

A

rchbishop Gagnon announces the following changes in
personnel:

Reverend Marcellino Bandico becomes Parochial Vicar of
St. Mary’s Cathedral. The appointment became effective July
1, 2016.
Rev. Marcellino
Bandico

Rev. Peter
Nemcek

Reverend Peter Nemcek becomes Director of Vocations for
the Archdiocese of Winnipeg (with an office at the Catholic
Centre) and Parochial Vicar of Our Lady of Victory Parish in
Winnipeg. The appointment becomes effective October 15,
2016.

Reverend Patrick Neufeld becomes Parochial Vicar of St.
Columba’s Parish in Swan River, with attached missions. The
appointment became effective September 1.
Rev. Patrick
Neufeld

Reverend Colin Peterson becomes Parochial Vicar at St. Vital
Parish in Winnipeg. The appointment became effective July 1.

Read The
New Wine Press
online at www.archwinnipeg.ca

Rev. Colin
Peterson

Reverend Kelly Wilson becomes Parochial Vicar of St.
Augustine of Canterbury Parish in Brandon and St. Mary’s
Parish in Souris. The appointment became effective September 1, 2016.

Rev. Kelly
Wilson
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“Do small things with great love!”

Archdiocese celebrates Feast Day of St. Teresa of Calcutta
Archbishop Richard Gagnon’s Homily
For the Feast Day of
St. Teresa of Calcutta
Sept. 5, 2016
Holy Ghost Parish, Winnipeg

T

oday is a holiday for most people
– Labour Day. It is society’s way of
honoring workers. But for the Church
not only do we honor workers but our
faith teaches us that work is a means of
sanctification because through work, we
give glory to God and build up the Kingdom of God through the common good
done for our families and our neighbours. Mass for the Sanctification of Human Labour.
Today we honor St. Teresa of Calcutta
who was canonized yesterday and whose
works among the poor truly give glory
to God. She does not need any honors
from us as God has already honored her
in heaven — we turn to her for inspiration and heavenly intercession. It is her
feast day and we ask Mother to pray
and intercede for all the Missionaries of
Charity, men and women, and their close
collaborators around the world, that their
works for the poorest of the poor will
continue to bear much good fruit. We
are most blessed in Winnipeg to have
the Missionaries of Charity with us and
I personally thank them for the invitation
to celebrate St. Teresa of Calcutta’s Feast
Day and Thanksgiving Mass with them
and members of Holy Ghost Parish.
The Saints are seeds of Hope for us not
only because of their holy lives which
point the way to Jesus but because they
are a true spiritual bond. But there are
certain saints whose lives are so radically conformed to Christ that the Church
holds them up as examples of holiness
for the universal Church in all times and
places. St. Teresa of Calcutta is such an
example. I wish to mention two aspects
of her life which show this very clearly:
Her life of prayer and her good work for
Jesus among the poor.
Mother’s prayer life is like the story of
Mary and Martha — both of these women are saints. Martha, the woman of good
works and serving the Lord and Mary,
sitting at the Lord’s feet. It is Mary’s example that the Lord praises first of all,
because she chose the better part! St. Teresa’s life was always centered in her life
of prayer and most noticeably, her devotion to the Blessed Sacrament. It is because she was refreshed in God each day
that she was able to refresh others by her
words and actions! As Mathew points
out today — feeding, quenching thirst,
welcoming, clothing, visiting, caring for
the sick, these works of Mercy truly give
glory to God and are works of holiness
for the recipients and the givers: “ Come,
you that are blessed by my Father, inherit
the Kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world.”
She was often criticized for being too
simplistic! Some would say that she did
nothing to change the political and social structures that lead to injustice. But
Mother would say that she simply does
not think that way! She practiced the
Ministry of Presence par excellence. If
you were with her she was focused on

many rewards and joys! Just as Jesus
on the Cross experienced the sheer joy
of abandonment to the Father in spite of
sorrows: “Father into your hands I commend my spirit.” Malcolm Muggeridge,
the celebrated atheist Man of Letters
found Christ through Mother Teresa’s
example and wrote the famous book
which has inspired millions: Something
Beautiful for God.
So Mother Theresa was a woman of the
interior life in an excellent way and she
brought to the world the fruits of her contemplation. She left Christ in the Tabernacle to meet Christ in the poor and in all
she met, whether presidents or paupers.
It was her fervent prayer that her Sisters
be women covered with the charity of
the Cross and would love Jesus more
Children bring the gifts during the offertory as Archbishop Gagnon cele- and more.
brates Mass on the Feast Day of St. Teresa of Calcutta Sept. 5, at Holy Ghost Perhaps the best testimony to her life
is the Encyclical: Deo Caritas Est, even
Parish, Winnipeg. Photo by Arnel San Jose/Jeprox Photography.
though her name is never mentioned
ing on Discipleship: “Whoever does not once! The Encyclical is based on the
you and not distracted in spite of othcarry their Cross and follow me cannot First Letter of St. John, the second readers: “I pick up one person at a time!”
be my disciple … therefore, whoever of ing today: “In this is Love, not that we
She would instruct her sisters by saying:
you who does not give up all their pos- loved God but that he has loved us and
“You saw how carefully father handled
sessions cannot be my disciple.” Jesus sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice
the Eucharist this morning at Mass? Well
is referring here to singleness of heart, for our sins ... Beloved, since God has
now go into the streets and handle each
that nothing competes with God, that we loved us so much, we ought to love in
of those you meet with the same love”!
love the Lord with all our minds, all our one another.” Pope Benedict simply says
“Do small things with great love!” The
hearts and all our strength! Jesus taught that in this is the heart of the Christian
world speaks about changing structures
that to be prepared to do this we must faith; the Christian image of God and the
and systems but the Scriptures and the
weigh the consequences. And Mother resulting image of mankind and its destiSaints speak about changing the heart!
was prepared. She was so prepared that ny. It is the whole summary of the ChrisThis is at the core of the passage from
she shared in the Lord’s Cross in a spe- tian life that we have come to know and
Isaiah today: “Is this not the fast that I
cial way, not like the stigmata of St. Pio believe in the love God has for us. And
choose … is it not to share your bread
but rather by sharing in the Lord’s Spiri- how do we know this? Through the sitwith the hungry and to bring the hometual Passion, the sense of being aban- ting at the Lord’s feet and encountering
less poor into your house? If you offer
doned by the Father; “ Father way have him in the poor! Or as St. Teresa often
your food to the hungry and satisfy the
you abandoned me?” Like St. Therese of said: “The fruit of Silence is Prayer; the
needs of the afflicted then your light shall
Lisieux, she struggled with doubts about fruit of Prayer is Faith; the fruit of Faith
rise in the darkness.” Our Archdiocesan
her faith and a sense of abandonment is Love; the Fruit of Love is Service; and
Synod is about Discipleship! In a certain
all her life! Many were shocked to read the fruit of Service is Peace”.
sense, the world recognized this Ministry
Through St. Teresa of Calcutta we are
about this after she died. I saw this up
of Presence of Mother Theresa in her Fuinspired to do the same in our walk of
close many years ago!
neral, a State Funeral.
But just as Jesus taught that those who Life. For she showed us that love is no
To choose Christ as radically as St. Teleave all to follow him, they will receive longer a command, it is the response to
resa did, took great courage and abanback a hundred fold in this life and the the gift of love with which God draws
donment — in other words she showed
next, St. Teresa’s struggles resulted in near to us.
us the full impact of the Lord’s teach-

A community of the Missionaries of Charity, the order founded by St. Teresa of Calcutta, lives and works in Winnipeg’s inner city. Above, some of the sisters are shown at a prayer service for religious orders in October, 2015.
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Confirmations Celebrated

The Archbishop’s
Message
Listening is
spiritual
work

I

t is truly a blessing to be your Archbishop during
these days when we have celebrated our Archdiocesan Centennial and now the launching of our first
Synod. These two great events and the many visits to
our local communities have made these past two and
a half years seem very short indeed!
We started talking about the possibility of a Synod
in 2015 and we determined a theme and a general
structure for our Synod with the help of God’s grace.
Our Preparatory Commission, composed of a variety
of clergy, religious and laity, has been a real blessing and I look forward to working with them as we
move through this first phase of the Synod, called the
Listening stage. As I move around the Archdiocese I
have encountered much interest and enthusiasm over
the idea of a Synod. This time is also an opportunity
for preaching and teaching about this ancient method
of diocesan discernment called the Synod. And our
theme of “Discipleship” relates very well to each
Liturgy we celebrate throughout the year. Recently
I celebrated the canonization of St. Theresa of Calcutta at Holy Ghost Parish. More than one thousand
people took part. Her life is a wonderful example of
what discipleship is and this serves to inspire us on
our faith journey. This is what a Synod is for. It is a
way of walking together so as to be open to where the
Holy Spirit is calling us as we seek to be better disciples of the Lord. Our theme tells us that we are Established in Christ through faith; we are Anointed in
Christ in our Baptism; and we are Sent by him to be
Gospel missionaries. We are reminded of this at the
end of every Mass when the priest or deacon says one
of these formulae at the Concluding Rite: Go forth
the Mass is ended or; Go and announce the Gospel
of the Lord or; Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by
your life. In every one of these dismissals, we are
reminded of our Discipleship in Christ! So our Synod
is indeed relevant to who we are as Christians.
In our first phase of the Synod, the Listening phase,
I have the honour of being present among the People
of God to simply listen. I’m given a chair and I sit
facing the people as they address me about the questions that are posed by the facilitator. Before we start,
I remind all who are participating that this is a holy
moment. It is a special moment of grace because we
are not just there to give our particular opinions but
to listen to the Holy Spirit within us so as to determine what God wants for this Local Church. We are
to listen to one another also because a Synod is an
action of the Church together with its Shepherd. We
call this the Sensus Fidei, the sense of the faith present in the People of God. It is truly spiritual work and
when we come to the Listening Sessions we must be
prepared to do the work of listening and discernment.
The presence of the bishop emphasizes that this is a
formal moment for the Local Church’s discernment
and how we, the disciples are called to walk together.
I invite all to participate in our Listening Sessions
this fall.

Most Reverend Richard Gagnon
Archbishop of Winnipeg

A publication of the
Archdiocese of Winnipeg

Above, Archbishop Richard Gagnon with confirmands at St. Edward’s Church, Winnipeg,
June 5; and below with confirmands at St. Patrick’s Church, Winnipeg, May 25. Photos by
Arnel San Jose/Je- prox Photography.

Sunday, Oct. 2

Archbishop Gagnon’s Schedule

Oct. 3- 6
Saturday, Oct. 8
Sunday, Oct. 9
Tuesday, Oct. 11
Wednesday, Oct. 12
Thursday, Oct. 13
Friday, Oct. 14
Saturday, Oct. 15
Sunday, Oct. 16
Tuesday, Oct. 18
Wednesday, Oct. 19

11:00
7:00

Thursday, Oct. 20
Friday, Oct. 21
Saturday, Oct. 22
Thursday, Oct. 27

10:00
11:00
11:30
5:30
7:00
7:00
10:00
2:45
10:00
4:00
7:00
7:00
10:30
10:00
7:30

Friday, Oct. 28
Saturday, Oct. 29
Sunday, Oct. 30
Tuesday, Nov. 1

11:30
2:15
10:00
6:00

Wednesday, Nov. 2
Thursday, Nov. 3
Saturday, Nov. 5

4:00
7:00
10:00
7:00
11:30
4:00
11:00
9:00
1:00

Sunday, Nov. 6
Saturday, Nov. 12
Sunday, Nov. 13
Monday, Nov. 14
Wednesday, Nov. 16
Nov. 23-24
Sunday, Dec. 4
Thursday, Dec. 8

The

New Wine Press

10:00
11:30
10:00

Mass to Open the Academic Year, St. Paul’s College, Winnipeg
Vespers to Celebrate the 50th Anniversary of Development and Peace
Clergy Study Days, Elkhorn Resort
Synod Listening Session, St Kateri Parish Winnipeg
Mass & Visit, Ste. Madeleine Cemetery, Ste. Madeleine, Man.
CHSM Meeting, St. Boniface
Serra Club Dinner, St. Augustine’s Parish, Brandon
Synod Listening Session, Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish, Winnipeg
Installation of the Archbishop of Regina, Holy Rosary Cathedral, Regina
Synod Listening Session, St. Viator’s Parish, Dauphin
Mass, Stony Mountain Institution, Stony Mountain, Man.
Synod Listening Session, Waywayseecappo First Nation
Archdiocesan Finance Council, Catholic Centre, Winnipeg
Synod Listening Session, St. Paul the Apostle Parish, Winnipeg
Serra Club Dinner, Caboto Centre Winnipeg
Synod Meeting with Chez Nous, Catholic Centre Winnipeg
Synod Listening Session (Youth) St Peter’s Parish, Winnipeg
Catholic School Boards, Pastors, Presidents Meeting,
St Paul’s High School, Winnipeg
Synod Listening Session (First Nations) St. Viator’s Parish, Dauphin
Mass, Stony Mountain Institution, Stony Mountain, Man.
Confirmation, Christ the King Parish, Stonewall
St. Paul’s High School Ignatian Award Dinner,
Convention Centre,Winnipeg
CHCM Annual General Meeting, Winnipeg
Synod Preparatory Commission Meeting, Catholic Centre, Winnipeg
Synod Listening Session, Christ the King Parish, Stonewall
Life’s Vision Banquet, Holy Eucharist Parish, Winnipeg
Mass, St. Mary’s Cathedral
Confirmation, St Joseph’s Parish, Stony Mountain
Mass, St Felix de Valois Parish, Dunrea
Meeting with Manitoba Bishops, Winnipeg
Meeting of Manitoba Bishops and Superiors
of Religious Communities, Winnipeg
Manitoba Bishops’ Meeting, Winnipeg
CCCB Permanent Council, Ottawa
Mass, St. Mary’s Cathedral
Ecumenical Bishop’s Meeting, Winnipeg
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