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The faithful of the Arch-
diocese of Winnipeg 

spoke and Archbishop 
Richard Gagnon listened 
as His Grace and a small 
team of facilitatiors and as-
sistants  criss-crossed the 
Archdiocese over the past 
two months   collecting the 
thoughts of the past and 
present, and hopes for the 
future, from hundreds of 
you, as the Archdiocese en-
ters its second century.
The Synod of the Archdio-

cese of Winnipeg, the first 
in its history, began with Lis-
tening Sessions, held in all 
the deaneries, as well as spe-
cially-focussed gatherings 
with First Nations people, 
the youth of the Archiocese, 
the poor  and marginalized, 
and  a session with a group of 
people in prison.
The Listening Sessions 

asked three questions: 

● What do you appreciate 
most about the Church in the 
Archdiocese of Winnipeg; es-
pecially those things that help 
you grow in your faith and as 
a disciple of the Lord?
● What is your vision for the 

Archdiocese for the coming 
years?

● What are the priorites  
that the Archdiocese should 
focus on? 
Participants provided writ-

ten responses but could also 
address Archbishop Gagnon 
directly, with each person 
given the opportunity to 
speak in an open forum. The 

Archbishop did not reply, but 
actively listened.
The written responses were 

gathered and the spoken opin-
ions were recorded. The orga-
nization of the  thousands of 
statements now become the 
work of Focus Commissions.
Archbishop Gagnon likens 

the process to a funnel; “It’s 
wide on top, to hear what is in 
your hearts, and the thoughts 

are discerned downward to 
more specific initiatives and 
goals.”
Each Focus Commission of 

seven to eight people will re-
search a designated area and 
identify current challenges 
and opportunities. The com-
missions will write reports 
outlining the current situation 
and make proposals for future 
directions. These reports will 
be distributed throughout the 
Archdiocese for further re-
sponses from individuals and 
groups at large and the com-
missions will insert the addi-
tional thoughts and opinions 
into the reports.
What was heard at the Lis-

tening Sessions will deter-
mine both the commissions 
required, and the focus of 
their work
These reports will be the 

working documents for the 
Synod General Sessions, 

which are to take place be-
tween April 2017 and Nov. 
2017. During the General 
Sessions, clergy and lay del-
egates from all parishes and 
communities of the Archdio-
cese will discuss the issues 
raised by the Listening Ses-
sions and Focus Commis-
sions, plus any challenges 
or experiences from within 
their own communities.
Delegates will vote upon the 

topics presented to determine 
the final priorities that may be 
pursued in the Archdiocese.
Full details of the entire pro-

cess of the Synod of the Arch-
diocese of Winnipeg are avail-
able on the archdiocese website 
at www.archwinnipeg.ca

‘We all have different 
opinions, that’s good.
These have been holy 
moments. It’s spiritual 

work we are doing, 
spiritual work for the 

local church. It’s a 
sign of the Holy Spirit 

at work.’
— Archbishop Gagnon

Kateri hosts look at how native ways relate to Pope’s teachings
A celebration of Indige-

nous culture and faith 
was on display at St. Kat-
eri Tekakwitha Aboriginal 
Catholic  Church in Winni-
peg Sept. 24, with a wide-
ranging look at how native 
ways of life relate to the 
teachings of Pope Francis.
OMI Lacombe Canada’s 

Office of Justice, Peace and 
the Integrity of Creation 
(JPIC), in partnership with 
St. Paul University in Ot-
tawa and St. Kateri Parish, 
created the symposium: 
Bringing Into Dialogue Na-
tive Ways of Life and the 
Teachings of Pope Francis 
About Our Common Home: 
the  Mother Earth/Creation.
Organizers said their in-

tent was to foster dialogue 
about the problems fac-
ing Indigenous peoples in 
Canada and to bring forth 
awareness and collective 
responsibility of the issues 
presented.
Archbishop Richard Ga-

gnon spoke on Pope Fran-
cis’ Encyclical Letter Lau-
dato Si, On Care for Our 
Common Home, and its 
timely references to human 
mistreatment of the Earth.
The Archbishop said Pope 

Francis quotes the Vatican 
II definition of the Common 
Good, and in the Archbish-
op’s words, “the Common 

Good can only be properly 
achieved if there is peace, 
good order, security and 
stability and a concern for 
justice for all; justice must 
be distributed, not kept for a 
few. Whenever these factors 
are violated, the result is un-
rest and violence. Therefore 
the role of the state and poli-
tics is to practice distributive 
justice and to promote the 
Common Good. The role 
of religion is not political 
per se, but to act as the elder 
voice to help purify our un-
derstanding and practice of 
justice.” 

“One needs only look 
around our world,” the 
Archbishop said, “to see 
the countless examples of 
unrest, pain, violence and 
open war as examples of the 
failure of building the Com-
mon Good among man-
kind’s poverty, and poverty 
can take many forms. This 
is why the Second Vatican 
Council declared that the 
Church must have a pref-
erential option for the poor. 
This not only entails the 
proper destination of the 
world’s goods but a deep 
appreciation of the profound 

dignity of the poor. This is 
essential for the attainment 
of the Common Good. Pope 
Francis believes that his role 
as Pope is to provide a clear 
pastoral example of what 
is necessary if we are to do 
this.”
The symposium did not 

avoid the centuries of strug-
gles faced by indigenous 
people in Canada. Dr. Ni-
igaan Sinclair, head of Na-
tive Studies at University of 
Manitoba, said Canadians 
like to refer to themselves 
as a country of immigrants. 
“We forget that we are also a 

country of a partnership. The 
problem is one of misunder-
standing, of relationships 
that are unbalanced and hier-
archical. Every aspect of this 
country is based on violence 
in regards to Indigenous 
people,” but, he added, there 
is no one individual or indi-
viduals to blame.
“In Anishinaabe love is de-

fined as how someone opens 
us up. This is the biggest 
struggle, we love each other 
differently.” Sinclair said 
as native people continue 
fighting for their rights, the 
laws of the land are on their 

side. “Canada,” he said, “is 
on a massive losing streak 
of court trials.”
The Pastor at St. Kateri, 

Rev. Nicanor Sarmiento, 
himself an indigenous per-
son of an Andean tribe in 
Chile, and author of Andean 
Christian Theologies, Ele-
ments of a Rainbow of Theo-
logical Voices said that by 
the mere fact that all people 
stand on the ground “we are 
all attached to the cosmos, 
you cannot separate from it. 
Everything and everyone in 
this world is interconnect-
ed.” Fr. Sarmiento spoke 
of the Dene of the northern 
boreal and Arctic regions of 
Canada who believe “ev-
erything has a spirit; every-
thing has the breath of God 
within it.” 
He said the parishioners of 

St. Kateri have incorporated 
important indigenous sym-
bols and rituals into the life 
of the church such as drum-
ming and smudging. Later 
in the morning a group of 
women conducted a sacred 
water ceremony performed 
for special events and feast 
days. The water ceremony 
is specifically entrusted to 
women for the replenish-
ing of blessings upon them 
from the sacred waters.

Contributed by
James Buchok

The women of  St. Kateri Tekakwitha Church gather for a water ceremony, specifically entrusted 
to women for the replenishing of  blessings from the sacred waters.

A Synod of the Archdiocese of Winnipeg 2016-2018
Listening Sessions Completed, Focus Commissions Soon to Begin Work

The future stewards of 
the church have their 
say. See coverage of 

Youth Listening 
Sessions on page 5.

Westman Deanery Listening Session at St. Augus-
tine of  Canterbury Church in Brandon Sept. 14.
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In honour of the Year of 
Mercy, the Interlake Dean-

ery of the Archdiocese of 
Winnipeg held a fundraiser for 
the chapel at Stony Mountain 
Institution, the Federal Prison 
in Manitoba, Sun., Sept 11, at 
Notre Dame Church in Sel-
kirk, Man. 
The event began with rec-

onciliation from 3 to 4 p.m. 
The Interlake parishioners 
then gathered outside and 
formed a procession entering 
through the Holy Doors of the 
Church. 
The service began with the 

Our Father, Hail Mary, and 
the Glory be to the Father, 
followed by the prayer of the 
Holy Door. 
Archbishop Richard Ga-

gnon was the main celebrant 

with the priests from the vari-
ous parishes of the Deanery 
concelebrating: Frs. Mike 
Nwosu, (our Dean), Darius 
Billiran, Paul Tinguely, James 
deBeer, David Kowalski, 
Art Seaman and Stan Gacek. 
Deacon Philip Durant was the 
deacon at the Mass. Mass was 
attended by around 200 of the 
faithful. 
In his homily the Archbishop 

focused on mercy. The read-
ings of the day concerning 
God’s mercy on the people of 
Israel and the gospel of the Lost 
Sheep and Prodigal Son coin-
cided well with this theme. 
His Grace said mercy is at 

the core of our understanding 
of God and that Jesus taught 
us about mercy through his 
life on earth and used para-

bles to explain what mercy 
is. Words such as tenderness, 
compassion, clemency and 
goodness can describe mercy 
but words are inadequate be-
cause mercy requires action, 
the Archbishop said.
 We may feel compassion in 

our hearts for one another but 
unless we actually practice it 
we have no mercy. This in-
cludes honour and forgiveness 
towards those who are our en-
emies. Mercy also requires a 
personal experience of being 
loved this way ourselves, said 
Archbishop Gagnon, quoting 
St. Teresa of Kolkata. “‘We 
cannot give what we do not 
already possess.’ Mother Te-
resa cared for and loved the 
dying of the streets of Calcutta 
throughout her life, a true angel 

of mercy.” Archbishiop Ga-
gnon further quoted St. Teresa, 
saying; “the fruit of silence in 
action is prayer, the fruit of 
prayer in action is faith, the 
fruit of faith in action is love, 
the fruit of love in action is 
service, and the fruit  of service 
in action is peace. This forms a 
circle of continuous action.”
Mass was followed by a 

reception with around 150 
people. On the tables were 
found several paper games to 
play throughout the evening. 
People were encouraged to sit 
with others not of their own 
parishes to promote a social 
atmosphere.  
All proceeds from the event, 

including a 50/50 draw, silent 
auction with donations from 
each parish in the deanery in-

cluding art and woodworking, 
and a star blanket made by the 
inmates of the prison, go to 
the chapel at Stony Mountain 
Institution.
Chaplain Charlette Novak 

of SMI spoke on what prison 
is like and what is expected 
of her in her prison ministry. 
She said she does not condone 
what the men have done, but 
she is not there to judge them; 
God creates all people good 
and so it is our responsibil-
ity to look for the goodness 
in others.  A big part of her 
work is counseling the men, 
listening to their stories, and 
helping them to see a better, 
more positive way of living. 
When listening to their sto-
ries and their traumatic lives, 
Ms. Novak wonders if she 

had had such a difficult life 
how she might have turned 
out. She says she is strict and 
often serves as the mother 
that they never had in their 
lives. In closing she thanked 
everyone for their generosity 
and expressed how the funds 
would be very well received 
in order to promote Christian-
ity throughout the prison.  
A big thank you goes out to 

the steering committee led by 
Deacon Rene Gauthier and 
Fiona Lawson; the pastor and 
parishioners of Notre Dame in 
Selkirk, and all who contribut-
ed in many ways to make our 
Year of Mercy celebration a 
great success.     
Contributed by
Rene Gauthier and 
Charlette Novak

The Serra Club of Bran-
don held its annual cler-

gy and religious appreciation 
dinner on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 12, 2016. Special guests 
included Archbishop Richard 
Gagnon; Fr. Peter Nemcek, 
the Archdiocesan Vocations 
Director; priests, deacons 
and wives, and religious of 
the Westman and Parklands 
Deaneries; Guy Coughlin, 
president of the Serra Canada 
Council, his wife Marlene; 
and Irene Kirouac, president 
of the Serra Club of Winni-
peg. 
The event began with Ves-

pers led by Archbishop Ga-
gnon, followed by a delicious 
buffet dinner enjoyed by 170 
people.
Guest speaker was Dea-

con Gilles Urquhart, owner 
of Stephanchew’s Church 
Goods and deacon assigned 
to Holy Cross Parish in the 
Archdiocese of St. Boniface. 
Deacon Gilles spoke on the 
Year of Mercy stating that 
mercy, Misericordia, means 
to have a heart that is broken. 
Jesus showed time and again 
the abundant mercy of the 
Father. Then he related how 
Pope Francis lives mercy.
Pope Francis as the ‘Recipi-

ent of Mercy’: The only way 
to ‘do mercy’ is to recognize 

your sins, experience and re-
ceive the mercy of Jesus so 
that you can then give mercy 
to others. Pope Francis expe-
rienced the mercy of God as a 
17 year old in the confession-
al. This experience changed 
his life. We can’t grow in the 
spiritual life unless we know 
the love of Jesus as a forgiv-
en sinner. The Holy Father’s 
motto is ‘Through the eyes of 
mercy, we are chosen.’ 
Pope Francis as the ‘Teacher 

of Mercy’: God has revealed 

mercy through his name. The 
Name of God is Mercy. Mer-
cy is the closeness of God to 
his people. Mercy is God’s I. 
D. card. Mercy is the core of 
Christianity and is a common 
ground to other faiths.
Pope Francis as the ‘Giver 

of Mercy’: The Church is 
a field hospital after battle 
called to heal the wounds 
of the broken. Start from 
the ground up. God loves 
us. God is on our side. Pope 
Francis doesn’t worry about 
being perfect; he just gets out 

and does it, a kind of sloppy 
agape. God’s mercy goes 
out—we have to go forth 
from ourselves, and serve 
everyone, especially those on 
the outside, on the periphery. 
Pope Francis does that, and 
we see the hope on the faces 
of those he has visited as he 
gives them the love of God.
Deacon Gilles then posed 

the question: What do we 
do once the Year of Mercy is 
over? He looked at the three 
fold mandate of the Serra 

Club: 
1) Foster and promote vo-

cations
2) Encourage and affirm 

consecrated life
3) Assist members to re-

spond to God’s universal call 
to holiness 
Each of us is called to live 

this universal call to holiness 
which is to live his/her voca-
tion, the diakonia, the call to 
service. The whole People 
of God are called to service. 
We continue the Year of 

Mercy by washing the feet 
of whomever we encounter. 
Foot washing is a sign of 
what every follower of Jesus 
is called to do. Foot washing 
is THE DIAKONIA OF JE-
SUS.
Deacon Gilles gave us much 

food for thought. God wants 
all of us to receive mercy, to 
teach mercy and to give mer-
cy. This is our diakonia.

Contributed by 
Carol MacKenzie-Gruber

Serra Club Brandon Annual Clergy and Religious Appreciation Dinner

Deacon Gilles Urquhart was the speaker for the evening, Oct. 12 at St. Augustine of Canterbury Church in Brandon.
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Interlake Deanery Year of Mercy fundraiser for chapel at Stony Mountain prison  

Rev. Stan Gacek, Deacon Philip Durant and Archbishop Richard Gagnon lead a procession through the Holy Doors of Mercy at Notre Dame Church in Selkirk Sept. 
11. The prayer service was followed by an evening of fellowship in support of the chapel at Stony Mountain Institution.
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Returning to Spirit has settled into our new office and is excited by all the new possibilities!
 We invite you to join us on December 13, from 12 pm till 3 pm for our Open House!
Come meet the RTS team of Keepers and Trainers, eat some yummy food, or possibly 
even win a fantastic door prize. All are welcome! So, why not come and check it out?

1039 Main St., Winnipeg - Inside Micah House, 
the big blue building on the corner of Main and Magnus

UPCOMING WORKSHOPS
Aboriginal Workshops

December 8 - 11, 2016 - Winnipeg MB - Host - Returning to Spirit
Contact person - Dennis Chartrand 

Info & Registraton Form at www.returningtospirit.org

January 16 - 19, 2017 Hollow Water MB  
Host - Hollow Water First Nation

Contact person - Lisa Raven   
Information & Registration Form at www.returningtospirit.org

Non-Aboriginal Workshops
November 27 - 30, 2016 - Prince George, BC - Host - Returning to 

Spirit & Kim Dixon.
Information & Registration Form at www.returningtospirit.org

December 3 - 6 2016 - Winnipeg MB, Host - Returning to Spirit
Contact person - François Paradis                  

Info & Registration Form at www.returningtospirit.org

January 20-23, 2017 - Star of the North Retreat Center, St. Albert, AB 
Host - Star of the North Retreat Centre

Contact person - Lucie Leduc 
Info & Registration Form at www.returningtospirit.org/

Reconciliation Workshops
February 18-22, 2017 - Winnipeg, MB - Host - Returning to Spirit

Contact person - Jacques Lafrance         
Information & Registration Form (To come) 

And Open House 

20th Interfaith Peace, Mercy and Leadership Dialogue
at our Lady of Perpetual Help Church

The 20th Interfaith Peace, Mercy and 
Leadership Dialogue took place on Sat. 

Sept. 10, at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Par-
ish in Winnipeg. 
The event began with a prelude of Indig-

enous singing — an invocation of Mother 
Earth’s mercy for all. The welcome and hon-
our greetings of each faith tradition was fol-
lowed by the dedication of Love, Mercy, So-
cial Justice and Good Works for lasting World 
Peace alongside a gathering in silent prayer 
and meditation.
A message of Love, Peace and Mercy was 

given by Archbishop Gagnon, which stressed 
forgiveness and compassion, the universality 
of every religion and an openness to love and 
understanding God, particularly by way of the 
parable of the Prodigal Son. 
There were representatives from Buddhism, 

Hinduism, Sai Baba, Judaism, Islam, Bahai, 
Indigenous Spirituality, Agnostic, Christianity 

(Lutheran, Anglican, Catholic, Evangelical 
and United faiths.)
After the sharing of Prasadam: The Mercy 

of the Lord, a blessed, traditional Islamic des-
sert of rice called Kheer, was enjoyed by all 
whilst listening to the meditative strains of 
music from India.
Dialogue and Sharing of Mercy experiences 

were well received by all. The morning culmi-
nated with a tribute to St. Teresa of Kolkota; 
the distribution of tokens and white roses; and 
a blessing of thanks to continue to practice the 
virtues of Love and Mercy. A Jewish closing 
song of healing, Mi Sheberach Eli Eli, sent 
out ripples of goodwill and hospitality in the 
sharing of all cultures and in the Spirit of the 
Divine.

— Contributed by Mother of Perpetual Help 
Prayer Group

Archbishop Richard Gagnon, right, receives a greeting of  Peace/
“Salaam” from Mr. Bashir Weerathunga from the Ahmadiyya Muslim 
Jamaat.

A Look Back at 
Summer ...

Confirmations at 
Sacred Heart, 

Roblin

Archbishop Richard 
Gagnon celebrates the 

Sacrament of  Confirma-
tion with young people at 
Sacred Heart Church in 
Roblin, Man. July 6, with 

the assistance of  
Pastor Rev. Gnna 

Arockiyam Bastin Raj. 
Candidates for confirma-
tion are, from left, Brooke 

Hollinda, Ameron 
Laliberte, Brock Bauereiss, 

Brittany Kruk and 
Dylan Kruk.
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A Synod of the Archdiocese of Winnipeg — Youth and High School Listening Sessions

Be Heard, Be Empowered, Be One with the Church!

Over 100 participants 
from different parishes 

in the Archdiocese of Win-
nipeg attended the Synod 
Listening Session for youth 
and young adults. 
Deacon Ted Wood (Direc-

tor of Pastoral Services), Fr. 
Peter Nemcek (Director for 
Vocations) and Christian 
Martinez (Director of Youth 
and Young Adult Ministry) 
were also in attendance on 
Oct. 22 at St. Peter’s Parish 
on Keewatin Street.
This listening session, 

dubbed as Y-SPEAKS, was 
specifically designed for  
youth and young adults with 
the aim to give the partici-
pants an engaging and em-
powering experience. Mem-

bers of St. Peter’s Parish 
Youth Apostolate greeted 
the participants as they reg-
istered. The day started with 
morning praise and then St. 
Peter’s Parish’s parochial 
vicar, Fr. Christopher Du-
bois, welcomed the partici-
pants. Rolando Garcia, one 
of our Coordinators of Youth 
Ministry led the big group 
discussions and synthesis of 
the answers that were shared 
by the participants. 
His Grace, Archbishop-

Richard Gagnon, was all 
ears to the answers of the 
participants. 
These answers were tran-

scribed by the assigned sec-
retaries and were presented 
after the sharing. Moreover, 

these answers will be sub-
mitted to the Synod Focus 
Commissions for further 
study and deliberation. 
What transpired in the Lis-

tening Session was recorded 
and streamed live on Face-
book with the help of the 
tech-savvy Media Team. 
You can visit St. Peter’s Ro-
man Catholic Church and 
Office of Youth and Young 
Adult Facebook Pages to 
watch the happenings during 
the session. Another added 
attraction to the session was 
the Instagram Photo Contest 
where the participants were 
asked to take pictures and 
upload them on social media 
as part of our evangelizing 

about the Listening Session. 
Winners were awarded with 
special prizes. 
Being a whole day event, 

the participants were treated 
with a pasta and chicken 
lunch courtesy of Charlee’s 
Restaurant and the Parish 
Food Committee. Food ser-
vice was a breeze as some 
of the Year eight Catechism 
Students assisted the food 
committee members. It 
was indeed a fulfilling day 
– as our body needs physi-
cal food for energy, our 
souls were also filled with 
the inspiration and empow-
erment of the Holy Spirit 
as it guides and enlightens 
the youth and young adults 

of the Church in looking 
forward to the future of the 
Archdiocese of Winnipeg. 
We thank the Almighty 

Father for being with us 
during the session and we 
also thank some of the lead-
ers of the parish who came, 
helped and supported us in 
this spirit-filled experience. 
We also would like to thank 
our very dedicated and 
committed youth volunteers 
who are always willing to 
go an extra mile in their ser-
vice for the Church and for 
the believing community.  
#archwpgsynod2016

Contributed by
Kyan Jaque

Kyan Jaque is the new 
Animator for the Office of 
Youth and Young Adult Min-
istry (OYYAM), Archdiocese 
of Winnipeg. Her ministry 
will focus on the planning 
of Archdiocesan events for 
youth and young adults, as 
well as building relation-
ships with Coordinators of 
Youth Ministry and Youth 
Leaders in parishes, schools 
and organizations in our lo-
cal church. You can connect 
with Kyan at (204) 452-
2227 ext. 228 or through 
kjaque@archwinnipeg.ca.  

High schoolers seek modern means to reach faith-filled lives

Youth gathered to exchange ideas and express 
their views to Archbishop Gagnon Oct. 22.

Most Reverend  
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It’s not every day that an 
opportunity such as a 

Synod arises for youth, but 
on Oct. 25, High School 
students in Winnipeg from 
St. Mary’s, St. Paul’s, and 
St. Maurice were invited 
by Archbishop Gagnon to 
gather together. 
Synod, coming from the 

Greek word, synodos, means 
“assembly”. The purpose of 
a diocesan synod is to foster 
the good of the community 
as a whole by calling to-
gether the clergy, religious 
and laity of the church to 
discuss the pastoral needs of 
the diocese. It is to come to-
gether, to walk together, and 
to go forward upon a path. 
As disciples of God, it is 

our responsibility to contin-
uously be active members 
of the church. Through the 
Listening Session with the 
Archbishop, not only were 
we being active members of 
the community, but it was 
also a great opportunity for 
youth to voice their opin-
ions on what they feel the 
Archdiocese needs. It ac-
knowledged that as young 
members of the church, we 
also have valid points and 
perspectives, and that our 
voices will be heard among 

the adult members of the 
diocese. 
As students from St. Mau-

rice School, it was also great 
for us to meet and discuss 
topics that concern our dio-
cese with people from other 
schools and religious back-
grounds. We were seated ran-
domly with the students from 
the other two schools, so that 
we could meet other students 
and share our perspectives on 
the church with them. 

Prior to the process, the 
Archdiocese proposed three 
questions to the three par-
ticipating schools. These 
questions were thoroughly 
discussed in our religion 
classes, so those who were 
not physically present were 
also able to voice their opin-
ions. 
The Listening Session be-

gan with Keith Macpherson, 
an alumnus of St. Paul’s 
High School. His interac-

tive musical performance as 
well as positive attitude re-
ally set the mood for the rest 
of the day, encouraging the 
youth to not only be honest 
and not afraid to speak our 
minds, but to realize and ap-
preciate that we have been 
given an opportunity of a 
lifetime. The questions that 
were posed in the religion 
classes were brought to the 
tables, and were discussed 
among the students within 

their groups.
 The three questions asked 

were: What do you appreci-
ate most about the Catholic 
Church especially those 
things that have changed 
you as a disciple of the 
Lord? What do you per-
sonally need/want from the 
Church? How do you think 
the church can more effec-
tively engage youth going 
forward?
When asked to respond to 

these questions, we as stu-
dents noticed a common 
need in involving youth in  
parishes in various ways. 
Students collectively wish 
to see a diocese that involves 
more modern views in order 
to engage them and make 
it easier for them to learn 
more about their faith. We 
need more leadership roles 
for youth to play in the com-
munity, and we also need a 
balance between keeping 
tradition and allowing for 
change that is happening  in 
our society. With Archbish-
op Gagnon physically pres-
ent and listening, we felt 
reassured that our opinions 
would be addressed.
Not only was the session 

filled with enthusiasm, well 
thought out ideas, and sin-
cere concerns, but it was, in 
our opinion, a success. 
We felt that three hours was 

not enough time to fully dis-
cuss all topics, but the three 
hours we were granted were 
certainly an opportunity that 
we’re truly grateful for. 
 

Contributed by
Llana Arreza, 
Trevena Metias, Shirly Xie
Grade 12 students at  
St. Maurice School

High School students had an opportunity to meet with Archbishop Gagnon Oct. 25.
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All Saints day at St. Patrick’s
Neither the rain nor the 

chilly temperatures 
could stop us young people 
from celebrating the feast 
of our beloved saints on 
Tues., Nov. 1.
A group of catechism stu-

dents, along with their fam-
ilies, gathered to celebrate 
All Saints Day presented 
by the youth ministry of 
St. Patrick’s Youth Crew 
(SPYC) at our humble, 
little church between Kee-
watin and McPhillips. 
We started the evening 

with the Holy Mass cel-
ebrated by Fr. Rey Day-
anan. 
Then, St. Kateri Tekak-

witha, St. Lorenzo Ruiz, 
and St. Zelie Martin (moth-
er of St. Therese of Li-
sieux, and all in costume), 
welcomed families as they 
proceeded to the church 
hall to participate in a short 
program filled with music, 
activities, and candy. 
Among the participants 

were children dressed as 
angels and St. Francis and 
St. Scholastica. 
Through song and dance, 

the children praised God 
with the songs Beloved 
Child and Follow Jesus, 
(CFC Kids for Christ) 
focussing on the road to 
sainthood. 

Then, families were en-
gaged in a scavenger hunt, 

as they searched for pic-
tures and descriptions of 
familiar saints such as St. 
Boniface, St. Patrick, St. 
Edward the Confessor, and 
other patron saints of local 
parishes. 
Finally, the children got to 

take pride in their beautiful 
saint costumes in our Saints 
Fashion Show. 
The children and their 

families took home more 
than just sweet treats that 
evening; they gained a 
greater appreciation for the 
saints, and a hope that they, 
too, can become saints as 
well!

Contributed by
By Justony Vasquez
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Our little parish of St. Patrick’s in the heart of Winni-
peg is doing its second year of the Catechesis of the 

Good Shepherd.
We had very positive support from our parish priest, Fr. 

Rey Dayanan and the community of St. Patrick’s Church 
to continue this inspiring program. The Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd has fostered our little ones to not only 
become independent little children but independent little 
children who know the value of prayer and discover rev-
erence in awe with our Creator and the Good Shepherd. 

I had a student who finished the work I assigned to the 
class; she asked to do ‘quiet time’. She sat down in front of 
our little prayer table; I lit a candle for her and she began 
to pray. I stood there in awe as my whole class was busy 
with their work behind me. I was touched by her initiative 
to pray. I am blessed to have witnessed this little blessing 
from the Lord. The innocence of the child put in front of 
the cross is one of the most beautiful things I’ve seen. 
To me it stood as a little reminder for us adults and as a 

Catholic Christian community why we continue our ser-

vice to God by teaching the little ones. Once you intro-
duce them to the Good Shepherd who loves them entirely, 
a concept that is sometimes hard to see in our busy lives, 
you hope it becomes stronger as the child grows up despite 
our crazy world.  
                  
Contibuted by Nica Licsi
Catechist, Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
St. Patrick’s Church

a l l 

Catechetics Activities Fall 2016

Adults and children dressed as angels and saints. 
Above the Angel Gabriel and below St. Kateri. 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 

Jubilee Of Mercy
Catechists’ Faith Formation 

Our Lady Of Guadalupe, Sandy Bay First Nation
“Moving forward on serving the Young, We the Young at heart learned that 
we are the people of God who keep memory of God alive and will keep it 

alive in us so we will be able to revive others.” 

St. Edward the Confessor Church
Team Building Activity: The Catechists are encouraged to Challenge the team 
to think about how communication is needed to improve relationships and 
help bridge differences. We are the different parts of the Body of Christ wel-
coming new people, encouraging growth in faith, and connecting people to 
one another.”

Puppet Catechist Activity:
The purpose of this activity is to 

discover the creativity of the 
catechist and to reflect the 

qualities of a catechist as a 
servant leader of Christ.

Bringing the children together in reverence, Fr. Robert Polz and the 
Catechetical Team at St. John XXIII Parish in Winnipeg gather stu-
dents and families before Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. St. John 
XXIII is one of the many parishes in the Archdiocese of Winnipeg 
to join more than 140 countries around the world for The Annual 
Eucharistic Adoration to pray for peace for families and the whole 
world on Oct. 7.

Annual Eucharistic Adoration to pray for 
peace for families and the whole world
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It appears we live in a world where people are in fear of terrorists, immigrants, 
losing their place in society, losing their jobs and in their ability to adapt to an 

ever changing society. 
In the face of this fear, we as Catholics must continue to ground our lives in the 

Gospel and in our Catholic Social Teachings. The four fundamental principles of 
the Church’s social teachings guide our lives, teaching us how to love our neigh-
bour in all our social relationships.
The cornerstone of our lives is to act in a manner that shows the respect we have 

for each other’s human dignity. We believe that we are all children of one God, 
regardless of race, colour, gender, or religion. It is from the desire to protect each 
other’s human dignity that human rights flow. One such right is the right to life, 
from conception to natural death. We recognize abortion for what it is, the end-
ing of life, however we do not stop there. We champion causes that allow parents 
to support a child’s right to live with food security, clean water, clothing, shelter, 
health care and education. We fight for all people to have access to these funda-
mental rights as well as the right to have work with a living wage, to participate in 
government and society and to religious freedom ( regardless of what that religion 
may be). We recognize that where God has given us abundance we have a duty 
to share that abundance in a manner that helps all achieve the full exercise of their 
rights. We do not distinguish who is worthy based on colour, race, gender or reli-
gion.  Everyone is worthy.
We,  as Christians, work to achieve conditions that make it possible for all to attain 

their full potential and become all that God intends them to be. So we seek to make 
the goods of the earth available to all, to give preferential treatment for the poor 
and their needs, to promote religious freedom and to care for the environment. In 
so doing we are acting in the common good. We are looking beyond ourselves and 
our own perceived needs and, in love, we seek to fulfil the needs of all.
We allow people, where they are able, to do for themselves. Following the prin-

ciple of subsidiarity, we do not impose our way of doing things on others. We 
honour our differences.We live in solidarity.  We live in union with each other. We 
are responsible for each other. We do not exclude, and we do not build walls.  We 
support each other and we are responsible for each other.
Social justice is not just something we do when we have time or when we think 

about it. We practice it in everything we do, in our families, parishes, schools and 
workplaces.  Furthermore we work together so that in all that we do, we show our 
respect, mutual care and love for each other; we strive to unite people.
Leonard Cohen in his song Anthem wrote the following “There is a crack, a crack 

in everything. That is how the light gets in.”  Through the face of fear we have 
been shown the cracks and it is up to us to take our light and let it shine. “No one 
after lighting a lamp puts it in a cellar, but on the lampstand so that all who enter 
may see the light,” Luke 11:33.  We have a Christian life!  We have a bright light!  
We cannot be silent and we must act!

Patti Fitzmaurice is coordinator at Micah House, the Catholic Centre for Social Justice
1039 Main St., Winnipeg
R2W 3R2 
(204) 589-5393
sjustice@mymts.net  
Join us on Facebook

2017 marks 50th year of 
Development and Peace 

The View 
from Micah House

The Winnipeg Diocesan Council for Development and Peace gathered 
Oct. 2 at St. Mary’s Cathedral to celebrate vespers with Archbishop 
Gagnon and to display its contribution to the Development and Peace 
Patchwork Quilt Pilgrimage of 2017. The quilt will travel from coast to 
coast with quilt patches being added to it by each diocese. 
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On Oct. 14 at the St. 
Boniface Pastoral 

Centre, Development and 
Peace along with the Man-
itoba Catholic Schools Of-
fice hosted a workshop for 
Student Leadership Teams 
to continue the work start-
ed last year on climate 
change with this year’s fo-
cus being on agriculture. 
In total 50 students from 

various Catholic Schools 
came out to learn about 
being at the heart of the 
action; 
• In their School or home 
– Composting to save the 
Planet, presented by Te-
resa Looy, previous Youth 
Ambassador for Develop-
ment and Peace, currently 

Compost Program Coor-
dinator at Green Action 
Centre.
• In their School or Parish 
– How to run a successful 
THINKfast, presented by 
Natasha Tsevende, a long 
time D&P member.
• And in the Global South 
– Subsistence farming in 
the Global South and the 
Good Soil Campaign pre-
sented by James Kornelson 
from Canadian Foodgrains 
Bank.
Students enjoyed various 

presentations, watched 
video clips and participat-
ed in an interactive game 
which had them own-
ing a family farm in the 
Global South and trying to 

overcome all the various 
challenges faced by these 
families daily all while 
respecting our common 
home, the planet Earth.
Each team is then asked 

to take what they have 
learned back to their local 
school communities to ed-
ucate their schoolmates on 
small family farming as a 
solution to climate change 
given that these farms feed 
the vast majority of the 
world’s population using 
less than a quarter of the 
agricultural land.
Thank you D&P for this 

opportunity and congratu-
lations on your 50 years of 
Solidarity!

Student Leadership Teams at Youth Social Justice Workshop Oct. 14.

“At the Heart of the Action!” 
Development and Peace 

Youth Social Justice Workshop

Winnipeg Diocesan Council  for 
Development and Peace unveils contribution to

Peace Patchwork Quilt Pilgrimage of 2017
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It was early September 
this year when Arch-

bishop Richard Gagnon re-
ceived an invitation letter 
from Eileen Roulette, one 
of the Council of Elders 
to visit Sandy Bay, First 
Nation. With an inspired 
spirit, His Grace invited 
me to go with him and we 
went to meet the Elders 
of Council and Fr. Jose 
Cabral on Sept. 22 at the 
Council of Elders’ Hall in 
Sandy Bay. 
We were joyful and pleas-

antly surprised to meet 
Chief Lance Roulette and 
the Council of Elders Their 
warmth and joyful wel-
come was moving. 
We started our visit with 

The Lord’s Prayer in Ojib-
wa, with prayer led by the 
women. 
Their generosity and hos-

pitality was evident in the 
food they served us, not 
to mention the fish and 
the jam we were gifted to 
bring home with us. 
Around the table each 

of the elders was given  a 
chance to personally intro-
duce themselves and wel-
come us. It was quite emo-
tional when they started 

thanking His Grace. It was 
a huge surprise for them 
that the Archbishop of 
Winnipeg was actually on 
the ground of Sandy Bay. 
One of the elders even 

shared something he had 
said before we arrived: “I 
bet you the Archbishop 
will not come, he is too 
busy.” But  they saw that 
the Archbishop cannot be 
too busy in the call of love 
and service of Christ.
Chief Lance thanked 

Archbishop Richard, Fr. 

Jose and me for taking time 
to listen to the concerns of 
his community. With his 
encouraging words of uni-
ty, love, compassion, and 
a healthy life of prayer, he 
expressed his belief that a 
better future for the young 
people is not too far off. 
Fr. Jose also expressed 

his sincere thanks to His 
Grace and to the Council 
of Elders for initiating the 
meeting and said he felt so 
blessed to serve with good 
leaders.

Archbishop Gagnon gave 
his sincere thanks not only 
for the invitation but also 
for the enthusiasm of the 
elders of the community, 
for their spiritual guidance 
and their thoughts of how 
to better serve the children, 
youth and young adults of 
Sandy Bay. 
“A quick solution to our 

challenges is not easy to 
find,” the Archbishop said. 
“We are God’s people and 
He loves us, He hears and 
He listens. We too, want 

to be good listeners of the 
Holy Spirit. We can talk a 
bit and then ask the Cre-
ator’s wisdom, focused on 
the important things. We 
have to work together in 
solidarity, cooperation and 
love, the Holy Spirit is at 
work right now and so we 
walk together in this jour-
ney.”
His Grace, with his love 

and conviction, said that 
we would not leave Sandy 
Bay that afternoon until we 
create a TEAM to plan for 

the Children’s Faith For-
mation. 
With Fr. Jose’s enthusi-

asm, some of the Council 
of Elders, and members of 
the community, we were 
able to form a Catechetical 
Team and became ready for 
our first Catechist Faith For-
mation session in Our Lady 
of Guadalupe Church at  
Sandy Bay on our next visit 
in October. (See pictures of 
that visit on page 6).

Contributed by
Judith Vasquez

Sun. Dec. 4 11:30 am Mass for the Second Sun. of  Advent, 
     St. Mary’s Cathedral
Wed. Dec. 7 3:00 pm  Archdiocesan Finance Council, 
     Catholic Centre, Winnipeg
Thurs. Dec. 8  10:00 am Ecumenical Bishops’ Meeting,  Winnipeg
   1:30 pm                Inter-diocesan committee for National Week  
     for Life and the Family, Winnipeg
   7:30 pm  Mass for the Solemnity of  the 
     Immaculate Conception  
     Immaculate Conception Parish, Winnipeg
Fri.  Dec. 9 7:00 pm  Mass to welcome the relics of  
     St. John Paul II and St. Faustyna Kowalska,  
     Holy Ghost Parish, Winnipeg
Sat. – Sun. Dec. 10-11 Pastoral Visit to Immaculate Conception 
     Parish in Fisher Branch, St Philip Neri Parish  
     in Arborg and  Holy Cross Parish in Ashern
Tues. Dec. 13 2:30 pm  Council of  Priests Meeting, Catholic Centre,  
     Winnipeg
Fri.   Dec. 16 9:00 am  Returning to Spirit Event, Micah House, 
     Winnipeg
Sat.  Dec. 17 5:00 pm  Simbang Gabi Mass, St Patrick’s Parish, 
     Winnipeg
Sun. Dec. 18 5:00 am  Dawn Mass, St Edward’s Parish, Winnipeg
Sat.  Dec. 24 10:00 pm Christmas Eve Mass, St. Mary’s Cathedral
Sun. Jan. 1 1:30 am  New Year’s Day Mass, St. Mary’s Cathedral
Mon. Jan. 2 5:00 pm  Priests’ Christmas Party, Our Lady 
     of  Victory Parish, Winnipeg
Thurs. Jan. 5 7:00 pm  Synod Preparatory Commission,
     Catholic Centre, Winnipeg
Jan. 9- 13   Bishops of  Western Canada Retreat, 
     Westminster Abbey, Mission, BC
Wed.  Jan. 18 9:00 am  Mass, St. Maurice School, Winnipeg
Sun. Jan. 22 11:00 am  Mass in Honour of  St Paul,  
     St Paul’s College, Winnipeg
   7:00 pm  Ecumenical Worship Service, 
     Grace Lutheran Church, Winnipeg
Tues. Jan. 24 10:00 am              Ecumenical Bishops Meeting, St. Boniface
Jan. 25-28   Catholic School Principal’s Retreat, 
     Lakeview Resort, Winnipeg

Archbishop Gagnon’s Schedule  
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Historic church bell installed and blessed at
Ste. Madeleine Cemetery

Arcbishop Richard 
Gagnon, with 

Deacon Conrad 
Plante to his right, 

presides at Mass 
prior to the blessing 

and dedication of 
an historic church 

bell Oct. 9 at Ste. 
Madeleine Cemetery 

west of Binscarth, 
Man. The bell origi-
nally was part of St. 

Hubert’s Catholic 
Church on Gambler 

First Nation, and 
was removed last 

July for repairs. The 
plan was to demol-
ish the unused old 
church and move 

the bell to its new lo-
cation. In the mean-

time the church 
structure was de-

stroyed by fire. The 
refurbished bell now 

hangs in the new 
red-roofed steeple at 

left. The cemetery’s 
history dates back to 
the 1800s. About 200 
people attended the 

celebration.

Archbishop visits Chief and Elders at Sandy Bay First Nation

Archbishop Richard Gagnon with Chief Lance Roulette, left, and the Council of Elders.
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