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A Synod of the Archdiocese of Winnipeg

T

Synod Moves to Focus Commission Phase

he faithful of the
Archdiocese of Winnipeg believe that our
parishes are welcoming,
but the people want an
increased commitment to
evangelization, faith formation, youth ministry
and social justice, according to a report based on the
13 Listening Sessions that
opened the ongoing twoyear Archdiocesan Synod.
The Synod of the Archdiocese of Winnipeg, the
first in its history, began
last fall with the Listening Sessions held across
the archdiocese involving nearly 800 people including members of the
clergy. Other respondents
were able to submit their
thoughts online using the
archdiocesan website.
The report is an analysis
of all written and spoken
submissions gathered at
the sessions and was compiled by Catholic Leadership Institute, a Pennsylvania-based group helping to
guide the synod process.
The Archdiocese of Winnipeg, erected in 1915,
stretches far beyond Winni-

peg; west from Lake Winnipeg and the Red River to
Saskatchewan, south to the
U.S. border and north to
Barrows, Man., 600 kms
north of Winnipeg, covering 116 thousand square
miles. It is home to an estimated 155,000 Catholics.
The archdiocese’s commitment to diversity and
welcoming of immigrants
and refugees was a major
theme among those who
mentioned the welcoming
atmosphere of churches.
Looking to the future,
participants
envisioned
a dedication to interfaith
dialogue, reaching out to
inactive Catholics, and an
‘open door’ policy with an
emphasis on mercy. Creating a vibrant encounter has
been suggested to bring
people back to the church.
Throughout every session,
but especially among youth
and young adults, there
were individuals who emphasized the need for understanding and dialogue with
the LGBT community.
The people of the Archdiocese want more education
and faith formation for all

ages with more opportunities for retreats, speakers,
and classes. A greater offering of youth and young
adult programs was also a
major emphasis across all
Listening Sessions.
The people of the Archdiocese seek to emulate the

call of Pope Francis in living out their faith through
mercy and good works.
Respondents seek to continue reconciliation efforts
with First Nations, to assist
refugees, and to offer more
in the local community to

help the poor.
The synod process now
moves to the work of the
Focus Commissions; nine
groups of from six to eight
people that will discuss and
discern what the faithful of
the Archdiocese have said at
the Listening Sessions, and
the goals to be pursued.
The Focus Commission
topics are: New Evangelization and Missionary Outreach; Catechetics and Faith Formation;
Indigenous Communities;
Youth and Young Adults;
Marriage and Family Life;
Sacramental Preparation,
Prayer and Devotional Life;
Vocations and Leadership;
Church Governance; and
Social Outreach.
The Focus Commissions’
task will be to answer the
question: “How could we
as an Archdiocese address
the concerns and hopes
raised in the Listening Sessions?” The recommendations that are put forth by
the Focus Commissions are
to be “doable” actions that
can be accomplished now
and will have an impact in
the near future.

The final report of each
Focus Commission will be
2-3 pages long and include
an opening vision statement
which reflects the hopes
and concerns raised in the
Listening Sessions, related
theological reflection and
a list of three to five recommendations which will
lead to the next synod
phase, the Synod General
Session, which will establish more concrete and
specific actions.
The Focus Commissions
are meeting from now
through April and will produce first drafts of White
Papers by May 1 to be
circulated throughout the
Archdiocese for review and
comment. The final draft of
White Papers will be completed in June to be presented to the Synod General Session in fall, 2017.
The full ten-page report
on the Listening Sessions
from Catholic Leadership
Institute can be found on
the Archdiocese of Winnipeg website.
Contributed by
James Buchok

Nathanael Adult Faith Formation returns in September

T

he Nathanael adult
faith formation experience begins again in
September in the Archdiocese of Winnipeg, the
eighth time since 1987 the
program has been offered,
“to deepen one’s Christian
Catholic identity and the
call to missionary discipleship.”
The three-year course
takes place on nine weekends per year from May to
September at St. Mary’s
Academy in Winnipeg,
with one live-in retreat experience each year at St.
Benedict’s Retreat & Conference Centre.
The theme for Year One is
Personal Encounter; Year
Two, Called to the Church;
and Year Three, Sent into
the World. The experience
involves liturgy, spirituality, human growth, morals
and values, sacred scripture, prayer and discernment, ritual and celebration
and ministry of presence.
Organizers have arranged
two Come and See events

so that everyone from the
‘just curious’ to the ‘highly interested’ can ask any
questions, find out about
the program and meet the
team and some of those
who have experienced Nathanael. The Come and
See events are Sat., March
11 from 9:30 a.m. to noon
at St. John XXIII Church,
3390 Portage Ave., Winnipeg; and Sun., March 19,
1:30 p.m. to 4 p.m. at St.
Mary’s Cathedral, 353 St.
Mary Ave., Winnipeg.
The team members are
Helena Fitzgerald, Sr.
Cathy Laviolette, Rev.
Geoffrey Angeles, and Rev.
Darrin Gurr.
“This Nathanael, the eighth
generation, is not like the
first one,” said Fitzgerald.
“Nathanael has continued
evolving to meet the challenges of the Christian in
the contemporary world.”
Fitzgerald holds a Masters
degree in Pastoral Studies from Loyola College in
Chicago and is participating in her fourth generation

From left, Rev. Darrin Gurr, Sr. Cathy Laviolette, Helena
Fitzgerald and Rev. Geoffrey Angeles.

of the Nathanael program.
“Religious education has
changed,” Fitzgerald said.
“People used to be steeped
in Catholicism, but not anymore.”
Over the years, Nathanael
has gained more of a presence in the archdiocese,
said Sr. Cathy. “The process has become more relevant and less theoretical.
It once had a reputation of
being intellectual with a lot

of studying. Our candidates
are the best advertisement.”
Sr. Cathy holds a Masters
degree in Spirituality from
the University of San Francisco and has been part of
four generations of the Nathanael course.
Fr. Darrin said Nathanael
strives to “equip people
for Christian witness in the
modern world. How do I
reconcile all of this in my
life?” He said the upcoming

course in particular is a response “to the call of Pope
Francis to prepare ourselves
for the work of the new
evangelization.” Both Frs.
Darrin and Geoffrey hold
Masters in Liturgical Studies degrees from the University of Notre Dame and
both have been involved in
two previous generations of
the Nathanael program.
The team estimates up to
650 persons have experienced Nathanael, and, adds
Sr. Cathy, “the drop-out rate
has been minimal.”
There is no set expectations of what the program
will achieve for the participants, “or what they’ll do
with it,” said Sr. Cathy. In
general, she said, Nathanaelites “become evangelizers,” she said.
The application deadline
is April 14, with 100 spaces
available. Interested persons will be required to fill
out a request for an interview. The form is available
on the Nathanael Winnipeg
website, www.nathanaelw-

pg.ca or may be picked up
at one of the Come and See
events. Interviews will take
place in April and May.
There is a cost per person
of $425 while other costs
are shared by the Archdiocese of Winnipeg and the
participant’s parish.
The name of Nathanael
refers to the Gospel of
John 1:48, when Nathanael
asks Jesus, “How do you
know me?” Jesus answers,
“I saw you while you were
still under the fig tree before Philip called you.” Yet
minutes earlier Nathanael
spoke of Jesus of Nazareth
saying “Nazareth! Can
anything good come from
there?”
“Nathanael is a seeker,“
said Fr. Darrin. “He is under a fig tree, a Biblical
image of where one goes
to seek wisdom. He is contemplating his direction.”
Contributed by
James Buchok
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Archdiocesan archives office a wealth of resources and services for parishes

I

t’s been just over a year
now since I became the
Director of Archives for the
Archdiocese of Winnipeg.
It’s been a busy year of sorting records and getting familiar with the collections in
the Archdiocesan archives at
the Catholic Centre offices,
as well as working with researchers by email, phone,
and in person to assist with
their diverse projects. However, there are also many
instances where people ask:
“So what does an archivist
for the archdiocese actually
do? How is archival work a
ministry that can benefit me
or my parish?” In answer
to those questions, included
here is a short list of some
of the services provided under the banner of “archival
ministry” in our archdiocese,
in addition to the day-to-day
work of records care at the
archdiocesan office.
Research assistance: This
can include personal, organizational, or parish projects. Archivists are not only
trained to organize records
for research, but how to assist in finding information

effectively to assist with
inquiries. Perhaps you are
interested in activities that
occurred the year you were
born, or looking for information about events in which
your parents or grandparents participated decades
before. Curious about what
work was being done by the
Knights of Columbus in your
community over the last 50
years, or what sort of refugee support parishes in your
Deanery have taken on in
the past? Maybe your parish
has a 50th or 100th anniversary coming up, or you want
to find out how your local
church has changed through
building projects over time.
These are just some of the
things we might be able to
help individuals and groups
find in the archdiocesan archives.
Parish archives advisement: This can apply for
existing parish archives, if
a parish wants to organize
an archive where very little
exists, or if a group wants
to display archival material found in or donated to a
parish. Part of archival min-

Tyyne Petrowski, Director of Archives
for the Archdiocese of Winnipeg

istry is to assist parishes by
providing information about
what to keep and what can
be discarded, how to organize records efficiently, how
to store materials for longterm preservation, how to
handle and display materials
without damaging them, and
much more. Archival ministry can even include on-site
assessments or presentations
to members of the parish
on how to get started with
an archival or history project, including how to gather
or display stories from the
community’s past – or even
how to preserve stories that
are happening in the present

so that future generations
will know about them.
Archdiocesan
archival
growth: Do you as an individual or your parish have
records of archdiocesan
events, visits from archbishops, or major parish anniversaries that are not being
preserved or are no longer
wanted? Such records may
have a place in the Archdiocesan archives, as they help
to tell the story of our Archdiocesan history. Sometimes
old event programs, reports,
or even discs of digital photographs from events such as
the visit of the World Youth
Day cross in 2002 or the re-

cent Centennial celebration
are no longer wanted and
in a parish office clean-up
might be thrown out. Sometimes when people move or
family members pass on,
we find collections of photographs from past diocesan
events that no longer have
significance for our families,
but represent a moment in
our Archdiocesan history.
By contacting the Director
of Archives, you can find
out if your parish or family’s
records could be preserved
among the treasures of the
archdiocesan archives.
Social media participation: Part of the archival
ministry’s outreach work
is to meet people where
they are, both physically
and in today’s world, digitally. This includes helping
people who cannot travel
to the archives by phone or
email, but it can also mean
bringing the archives out to
people on social media. The
Director of Archives participates in creating content for
Archdiocesan social media
roughly once per week, sharing digitized copies of old

photographs,
documents,
and other treasures via Facebook and Twitter. If you
participate in either of those
social media outlets, you can
follow for regular glimpses
into diocesan history. You
can also use these outlets to
ask questions about the records shared, or to ask if the
Archdiocese has any records
about a topic in which you
are interested – even if it’s
simply old photographs of
your local church.
Hopefully that sheds a little
more light on the ways in
which our Archdiocesan archival ministry program can
serve both individuals and
parishes! As with all Archdiocesan ministries, we not
only work to co-ordinate
daily activity at the Archdiocesan level, but we are here
to serve the communities and
individuals that make up the
Archdiocese of Winnipeg.
You can reach the Director of Archives by email at
archives@archwinnipeg.
ca or by calling the Catholic Centre at 204-452-2227
ext. 238. We look forward to
hearing from you!

Seeds of Friendship concert to support Our Place/Chez Nous drop-in

J

oie de Vivre Choir and
the Plain Salt folk group
are collaborating on a second Seeds Of Friendship
Concert to raise money for
Our Place/Chez Nous DropIn Centre. The concert will
take place on Sun., April
23, at 7 p.m., at St. John
Brebeuf Church, 1707 St.
John Brebeuf Place, Winnipeg. The program will
include spirituals and old
favourites, such as You Are
My Sunshine, A Place In
The Choir, and The Parting
Glass. A group of folk songs
will be performed in various
languages with the choir as

back-up to Plain Salt; and
there will be a medley of
sing-along songs featuring
the word “Smile!” Tickets
are $20 for adults, free for
children twelve years and
under. All proceeds from
ticket sales go to Our Place/
Chez Nous.
Our Place/Chez Nous
Drop-In Centre is known
to its visitors as The Cross
because of the large brown
cross above the entrance
at 676 Main Street, across
from Thunderbird House. It
is open Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from
9 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. The

visitors are mostly homeless
people from the inner city.
They get coffee (reputed to
be the strongest and best in
the neighbourhood), snacks,
clothing, toiletries, takeaway (emergency) food, a
chance to take a shower, and
a place just to “hang out” for
a few hours, playing cards
and computer games. It is a
haven, a refuge from the hurly-burly of life on the street,
a living space for those
who don’t own one. Many
visitors are regulars whose
interaction with the staff is
both friendly and mutually
respectful. It is a registered

charity and runs exclusively
on donations and volunteers,
primarily, but not exclusively, from the Roman Catholic
parishes in the archdioceses
of Winnipeg and St. Boniface. There is a splendid exchange program of clothing
for food between Our Place/
Chez Nous and the Starlight
Hutterite Colony. Our Place/
Chez Nous enjoys and is
extremely grateful for the
support of Constable Kevin
Burkett, who drops in every
day to chat with both visitors and staff.
The present membership
of Joie de Vivre Choir is

around fifty singers. It began in 2001 as a program
for seniors in the Preparatory Division of the Marcel A.
Desautels Faculty of Music
at the University of Manitoba. The choir has since
become an independent entity for mature singers of all
ages under the leadership of
John Tanner, a retired vascular surgeon who graduated
with MMus in 2012. The
choir’s accompanist, Charmaine Bacon, a virtuoso
flutist as well as a wonderful
pianist, obtained her BMus
and MMus in flute performance from the University

of Manitoba and the University of Toronto. Plain Salt is
a folk group specializing in
Celtic music. Their performances are always exciting,
whether before a large or a
small crowd. Their name
speaks to their attachment to
the prairies and to the Maritimes.
For tickets to The Seeds
Of Friendship Concert, call
Omer Dewandel 204-2618256 or John Tanner 204488-4076.
Contributed by
John Tanner

‘Lord, Help Me to Pray’
“Our prayer cannot be
reduced to an hour on
Sundays. It is important to
have a daily relationship
with the Lord.”
hese words of Pope
Francis were the focus
of a day long retreat at St.
Charles Parish in Winnipeg on Feb. 18.Thirty four
retreatants from seven parishes came to learn and to
deepen their prayer life.
Prayer is a flow of communication starting from
God. “In the beginning was
the Word.”
Deacon Ted Wood began
the session with a reflection on the power of God’s
Word as the beginning of
creation and of all that follows from it. So the first
activity in prayer is initiated
by God. “God speaks.” God
speaks in creation, in Scripture, in others and more.

T

Our prayerful response is
to listen.
The next proper order is
for us “to speak.” Then, in
faith, we believe “God listens.”
As Deacon Ted pointed
out, our prayer pattern is
often one of, “I speak and
I expect God to listen.” We
have missed the first two
essential steps.
During the retreat Deacon
Ted and his wife Nancy,
who are members of the
Chemin Neuf community,
presented practical examples of prayer types and
provided opportunities to
practice them. The practices of Lectio Divina and the
Examen were explained and
practiced individually before the Blessed Sacrament.
In an Intercessory Prayer
segment, we were reminded
to really listen to those who

ask us for prayer.What is
their deepest need? And
then to listen to God as we
pray for that person. We
should always pray for the
peace of God.
Following lunch and
much sharing we were
gifted with insights on
praying as we are “doing Thirty-four retreatants from seven churches attended the retreat at St. Charles.
God’s work,” on committees or in groups or fami- out and discouragement.
lies.
A highlight of the day was
God’s way of structur- Nancy’s presentation of our
ing meetings involves first communal prayer at Mass;
praising God and discern- specifically at the Consecraing what is God’s plan. tion. Reminding us that we
Then we should look at must all become like little
what are God’s resources in children, Nancy explained
our parish or group and on and illustrated the gestures
what God is presently do- and words of the offertory
ing in our parish right now where we are immersed
that is encouraging. We can into the wine which be- ogy. For many, this was a Ladies’Association of St.
then look with new eyes at comes the Blood of Christ new and welcome insight Charles Parish.
the problems that need to at the Consecration.We are into prayer at Mass.
be resolved.This form of then offered, with Christ,
The annual retreat is a Contributed by
meeting helps prevent burn back to God at the Doxol- decades old activity of the Anna Desilets

4 • The New Wine Press

March 2017

Catholics and Lutherans — Together in Christ
T

he Catholic and Lutheran
Churches of Winnipeg
are presenting ecumenical
study sessions to commemorate the 500th Anniversary of
the Reformation.
Co-chairs of the Roman
Catholic – Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada
working group for the 500th
Year Commemoration of the
Reformation, are Archbishop
Richard Gagnon and Bishop
Susan Johnson of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Canada.
The bishops will join in the
five gatherings, under the
banner of Together in Christ,
for conversation, study and
prayer at Lutheran and Catholic churches, one each month
from February to June. The
first session is Feb. 28 at Lutheran Church of the Cross
on Arlington Street. The evening will begin with a Shrove
Tuesday Pancake Supper.
Designated Lutheran and
Catholic parishes in rural
Manitoba are making their
own arrangements to host and
gather for some or all of the
five Ecumenical Study Sessions. Dates and venues for
sessions outside of Winnipeg
will be announced as plans
are finalized.
The study sessions will

In a letter to the faithful of
the Archdiocese, Archbishop
Richard Gagnon explained the
“immense significance” of the
events of Oct. 31, 2016 at the
1000-year old Lutheran
Cathedral in Lund, Sweden.
touch on some of the events
and theological questions
surrounding the Reformation
and advancements in reconciliation which have occurred
over the past 50 years.
The Winnipeg sessions will
each feature a different theme
connected to the Commemoration of the Reformation
based on the document, From
Conflict to Communion:
Lutheran- Catholic Common Commemoration of the
Reformation in 2017, a product of Lutheran and Roman
Catholic dialogue over the
past fifty years ; and the theological agreement outlined
in The Joint Declaration on
the Doctrine of Justification,
signed in 1999.
In a letter last year to the

faithful of the Archdiocese
of Winnipeg, Archbishop
Richard Gagnon explained
the “immense significance”
of the events of Oct. 31, 2016
at the 1000-year old Lutheran
cathedral in Lund, Sweden,
when Pope Francis joined
with leaders of the Lutheran
World Federation (LWF) to
commemorate the 500th Anniversary of the Protestant
Reformation. The LWF Bishop, Dr. Munib A. Younan,
and General Secretary, Rev.
Dr. Martin Junge, participated
with Pope Francis “in a communal liturgy highlighting the
fruits of Lutheran-Catholic
dialogue.”
Archbishop Gagnon states
that the gathering in Lund
served as an opportunity for

Catholics and Lutherans to
commemorate together the
Reformation through a symposium and using a liturgical service entitled Common
Prayer, “one of the fruits of
the Lutheran-Catholic Common Commemoration document.” The Lund meeting,
writes the Archbishop, was

part of the “reception process
of this document and is meant
to reverberate throughout the
Lutheran World Federation
and the Catholic Church during 2017.”
“In Canada, the Canadian
Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB) and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in

Canada have formed a joint
working group to develop a
study guide for Lutherans and
Catholics at the local level to
commemorate the Reformation together in light of their
common Baptism and the
principles agreed to in the
document. Commenting on
the mutual commemoration,
Pope Francis stated: ‘I believe that it is truly important
for everyone to confront in
dialogue the historical reality
of the Reformation, its consequences and the responses it
elicited.’”
The Archbishop also quotes
Rev. Dr. Junge who said at
the Lund gathering, “I am
convinced that by working towards reconciliation between
Lutherans and Catholics, we
are working towards justice,
peace and reconciliation in a
world torn apart by conflict
and violence.”
The full schedule of dates
and locations for the Together in Christ sessions can
be found on the Archdiocese
of Winnipeg and Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Canada
Manitoba/Northwestern Ontario Synod websites.
Contributed by
James Buchok
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Pray for vocations, for the Lord to send labourers into his vineyard

B

rothers and sister in
Christ. I think you are
well aware that our Archdiocese now has a Vocations
Office. The purpose of the
vocations office is to promote and direct the whole
pastoral care of vocations,
providing necessary resources. The primary focus
is to create a culture of vocations in our Archdiocese
and to help our young people to recognize and discern the call to priesthood
or religious life. The office
is located in the Catholic
Centre, but as someone
remarked the work goes
beyond the physical office
boundaries.
As I’m writing these lines
our Archdiocese has no
seminarians studying for
the priesthood. Therefore
most of the work of the vo-

cations office consists of
creating vocations awareness or as Archbishop Gagnon says “planting seeds.”
Every two weeks I go to a
different parish for a vocations weekend, which
involves celebrating the
Sunday liturgies and meeting people afterwards. We
are working on the website and social media content. In January we started
a monthly discernment
group for men considering priesthood or religious
life. It’s my hope to start a
similar group for women
considering religious life in
the near future. For times
and places see our website
or Facebook page. (See
the insert in this New Wine
Press for details).
The work of vocation
promotion cannot be done

The primary focus of the
vocations office is to create
a culture of vocations in our
archdiocese and to help
our young people recognize
and discern the call
to religious life.
Fr. Peter Nemcek

simply by the Vocations
Director or the vocations
committee. It is a mission
of all the baptized; priests,
bishops and lay faithful,
“to care for the birth, discernment and fostering
of vocations, particularly
those to the priesthood”

(PDV n. 34). I remember
I started to consider a call
to the priesthood once I
became aware that I have a
unique mission from God.
That was one of the main
catalysts along with being
aware of the love of God
and someone actually asking me if I had considered

a vocation to priesthood.
The call was there from the
beginning however it grew
because of a communal
experience of prayer and a
parishioner inviting me to
consider priesthood.
If you are asking yourself
‘how can I help?’ I invite
you to pray for vocations

to priesthood and religious
life daily, if possible in front
of the Blessed Sacrament;
start a group in your parish that meets regularly to
pray for vocations begging
the Lord to send labourers
into his vineyard. When
you attend Mass offer it for
vocations, if you are sick or
suffering offer these for vocations. In your family talk
about priesthood with your
children, invite men to consider the call. Maybe each
one of us can consider this
question in prayer: ‘Lord,
how can I help create a culture of vocations?’
Have a blessed Lenten
season.
Fr. Peter Nemcek
Director of Vocations

Captain Miles MacDonell
Assembly #370 Knights of Columbus
41st Annual Dinner and Draw for
Catholic School Education
2017 Recipient St. Boniface
Diocesan High School
Wed. May 3, 2017
Dinner and Draw Tickets $60
Draw only ticket $30
St. John XXIII Parish Auditorium
3390 Portage Avenue
6 PM Social Hour 7 PM Dinner
8:15 PM Elimination Draw for $1,000
Tickets: School Office: 204-987-1560
or Stan Blady 204-837-6465
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Catechists gather ‘to learn, to know and to pass on to children’

T

he Catechetics Office
of the Archdiocese of
Winnipeg, under the direction of Judith Vasquez,
has had a busy winter
holding Catechist coordinators meetings in February and planning Catechist
Lenten Retreats on March
4 with Archbishop Richard Gagnon at St. Augustine of Canterbury Church
in Brandon and March
10 with Fr. Michael M.
Wollbaum at St. Charles
Church, in Winnipeg. (See
details below).
In November, 200 catechists gathered for a reCatechists of the Archdioceses of Winnipeg and St. Boniface with Judith Vasquez (standing), Director
treat at St. Paul the Aposof Catechetics and Faith Development for the Archdiocese of Winnipeg.
tle Church in Winnipeg to
hear Archbishop Gagnon Jewish faith the passage
The Archbishop spoke share our journey of faith Archbishop Gagnon said.
reassure them that “the is called the Shema. “The of walking the pilgrimage with others.”
“Faith is all about commucatechesis of the church Torah teaches the people of El Camino de Santiago
Pope Francis, the Arch- nion; every sacrament is a
doesn’t fall on your shoul- to learn, to know and to in Spain, likening it to the bishop said, speaks of the sacrament of communion
ders. You do not have con- pass on to children.” But, experience of a catechist. church as a field hospital with Jesus Christ and at
trol over the souls in that he added, catechism is not “We walked for three in a war. “It is ill-equipped; the very centre is the Euclassroom.
Catechism just passing a story along, weeks but it was for more people do what they can charist; communion.
starts with parents and “the Bible is full of stories than just reaching the goal. to help the wounded. We
Archbishop Gagnon said
the catechist is to supple- but it is the living word of It was the journey; that’s are the church and we are a challenge for catechists
ment.”
where you listen, you are called to help each other is renewal. “Cradle CathoGod.”
Archbishop
Gagnon
The Archbishop em- learning by encountering search for salvation. In the lics get used to holy things
quoted Deuteronomy 4:9, phasized the importance people through relation- classroom you are a heal- and that’s why we have to
“do not forget the things of discipleship in a cat- ships, so the present is ing presence.”
be renewing, renewing, reyour eyes have seen or echist and explained that as important as the goal.
The church’s General Di- newing.”
let them fade from your discipleship means, “you The classroom is a spe- rectory for Catechesis says
Young people, especially
heart as long as you live. copy. Copy who? Jesus. cial moment of presence. the church is sent to be the the very young, the ArchTeach them to your chil- For some people the only In sharing your faith you keeper of the faith, in com- bishop said, “have a natudren and to their children Bible they will ever need also teach yourself. There munion with Jesus Christ. ral openness to the superafter them.” He said in the is you.”
is a desire in our hearts to “Everyone here has a com- natural. That’s why Jesus
munion with Jesus Christ loves them.” But many
that started at baptism,” older children, he said,

“don’t know how to live
the faith; simple things
like church on Sunday, or
the liturgical seasons.”
“The Lord’s generosity
is immense,” Archbishop
Gagnon said, as he spoke
of Matthew 13 and the Parable of the Sower. He said
some seeds are well-planted but need watering; in
other places the soil is not
so good and needs some
fertilizer; other seed lands
on rocky ground. “Jesus is
the seed on the world, always in abundance, in all
climates, on all terrains.
The sower knows the difficulty of sowing seeds
but knows each seed has
potential, the harvest will
come. We can recall in our
own hearts some difficult
conditions. We are grateful
to those who have planted
seeds in us.”
The Archbishop listed
five objectives for a catechist: 1. To promote the
knowledge of the faith, to
know Christ and to live a
sacramental life. 2. To provide a liturgical education.
To teach how saints are
heroes, to know the Mass,
“the more we understand
about the mass the more
we appreciate it.” 3. To
encourage moral formation with respect to others
and ourselves. 4. To learn
about personal prayer and
to study the Our Father
and others (Hail Mary,
Glory Be and the Creed)
to know by heart. “Talk
to God as you talk to a
good friend and also listen to God.” 5. Formation
of community life, to be
aware that we are a part of
a great community called
a church.
“Do the best you can
and do not be too discouraged if it doesn’t turn
out,” Archbishop Gagnon
said. “Prepare well. Have
recourse to prayer at all
times and when you pray
recognize Christ is there,
without Him we can do
nothing.”
The Archbishop confessed; “I’ve always
found prayer difficult.
I’d rather read or listen to
music, that’s much easier,
but prayer demands our
attention. When it is difficult, the Holy Spirit is
present and the rewards
are there.”
“All pastoral activity is
found in the ministry of
presence,” he said, “and
catechism is a ministry of
presence.”
Contributed by
James Buchok
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Returning to Spirit brings healing ‘one person at a time’

S

ince 2001, Returning
to Spirit has shone a
hopeful light on the darkness that is the legacy
of Indian Residential
Schools. That was seven
years before a government
apologized, and nine years
before a national commission investigating the
schools began its work.
“Everybody should take
Returning To Spirit, to
understand ourselves, to
live out fully who we are,
to get back to the spirit of
who we really are,” said
Sr. Olive Halpin m.o.,
(Missionary Oblate Sister)
who has been a workshop
trainer in the RTS program
since 2006. In December
Sr. Halpin was recognized Returning to Spirit trainers, from left, Sr. Olive Halpin m.o., Dennis Chartrand, Jacques Lafrance,
for her work with RTS as Fr. Francois Paradis o.m.i, and Dianne Little at the RTS office’s new location at Micah House.
the organization held an
open house at its new Win- is right and who is wrong,” ver, Nanaimo, Calgary, of the good people who a ripple effect. To experinipeg head office at Micah said Sr. Halpin, adding Edmonton, Yellowknife tried to do right, but she ence the richness of each
House, on North Main that the simple question; and more, said her Mis- acknowledges that discus- other, instead of us trying
Street, in the Archdiocese “what happened to you?” sionary Oblate superior sion must take place at an- to impose what we think
is best. It requires mutuof Winnipeg’s Catholic can lead to a transforma- encouraged her commu- other time.
tive
experience.
She
said
nity
of
sisters
to
become
“There
were
things
that
ality to make this country
Centre for Social Justice.
should
never
have
hapthe
workshop
evaluations
involved,
with
40
to
50
of
great but we have to work
Returning to Spirit consists of a four-day work- on the RTS website and the sisters participating in pened, for sure, but many together for all of us.”
Sr. Halpin extends a
shop for non-aboriginals, participants’ statements Returning to Spirit over people who were there
did their best.” She told of “thank you for the aborigiand a four-day workshop such as “it changed my the years.
The community also has a nun who would sit in a nal people, some were
for aboriginal people, then life” attest to the power of
the
experience.
“It’s
quite
a
history of being part of rocking chair with the little deeply hurt, yet there’s a
the two come together in a
amazing,”
she
said.
the
residential schools. “It boys who needed consol- great openness in them. It
final gathering.
Sr.
Halpin,
who
has
been
was
painful for our sis- ing before bedtime. “Many has been a gift, all of the
“We have to be open to
conversation as equals in- part of workshops in Sas- ters,” she said, and she’s people who worked there hundreds of people I have
stead of trying to prove who katoon, Regina, Vancou- often wanted to speak didn’t go there to be mean, met. It’s been a pleasure
they meant well. When and an honour for me to
they (the school survivors) work for reconciliation.”
have had the chance to
Fr. Francois Paradis
express their hurt, the rest o.m.i., also a trainer with
will come out.”
Returning to Spirit and a
She said healing is possi- former pastor at St. Kateri
ble, “one person at a time, Tekakwitha Catholic Abone workshop at a time, it’s original Church in Win-

nipeg, said Returning to
Spirit continues to gain
support and is forging local partnerships with Career Trek education and
career counselling, the
Manitoba Friendship Centre, the Winnipeg Foundation and the University of
Winnipeg. “And now we
have this new office at the
Centre for Social Justice,
with lots of First Nations
people in the neighbourhood, we’re
close to
downtown, and we honour
this new home.”
Paradis offered a kindhearted reminder to the
gathering to spread the
word about Returning to
Spirit. “We count on you
to coax people, get into
their heads, nag them.”
Returning to Spirit Aboriginal Workshops were
held Jan. 16-19, at Hollow Water First Nation in
Manitoba, and Feb. 3-6, at
Star of the North Retreat
Center, St. Albert, Alta.
Non-Aboriginal Workshops took place Jan.
13-16 in Winnipeg; Jan.
20-23, at St. Albert, Alta.;
Jan. 26-29 in Montreal;
and April 30-May 3 in
Prince George, B.C.
More workshops are always being added to the
Returning to Spirit website, which also offers
information on the program’s history, mandate
and philosophy.
Contributed by
James Buchok

Share Lent: Women at the Heart of Change

S

hare Lent Workshop -- Development and Peace Manitoba Regional
Office presented a Share Lent workshop Jan. 28 at St. John Cantius Church in Winnipeg. The theme of the 2017 Share Lent Campaign is
Women at the Heart of Change. Above, at left, Megan Marques, D and P
Youth Ambassador for Manitoba, and Animator Janelle Delorme display
the poster marking the 50th year of Development and Peace, the international development organization of the Catholic Church in Canada assisting poor communities in the Global South. The Share Lent campaign
starts on Ash Wednesday. On the fifth Sunday of Lent, a collection takes
place in all of the parishes across Canada to support the work of Development and Peace.
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Serra Club Presentation

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

From left, Archdiocese of Winnipeg Director of Vocations Rev. Peter Nemcek,
Marlene Coughlin, Archbishop Richard Gagnon and Guy Coughlin.

T

he Serra Club of Winnipeg hosted another
successful evening in support of vocations on Oct. 20,
2016. More than 250 people
listened to Sr. Lesley Sacouman challenge us to continue
the dedication to the Year of
Mercy. Quoting Pope Francis, Sister reminded us that
Mercy is the name of God,
Mercy is God’s option for
life and Mercy is God’s manifesto. “Be a poor Church, for

the poor!” Sr. Lesley talked of
her present vocation as Director of the Holy Names House
of Peace and how mercy leads
the House of Peace. “Hundreds of people from all over
the city, people of every age,
class and nationality: street
people, business people, professionals and labourers come
daily to St. Francis Chapel
at House of Peace, seeking
peace and holding the world
with both hands. These people

are the Church inclusive – the
Church on which we stand.”
Thank you to those who supported the Annual Serra Club
Dinner. With your help, the
Serra Club of Winnipeg was
able to present Archbishop
Gagnon with a cheque for
$16,400 which helps to defray
the cost for candidates to the
priesthood.
Contributed by
Marlene Coughlin

A

rchbishop Richard Gagnon, second from left, joins with other Winnipeg-based church leaders for the City-wide Ecumenical Worship Service during the annual world-wide Week or Prayer for Christian Unity. The
service took place Jan. 22 at Grace Lutheran Church on Kimberly Ave. in
Winnipeg. The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity opened Jan. 18 at St.
Mark’s Lutheran Church and was followed by services through the week
at Kirkfield Park United Church and St. Chad’s Anglican Church; The Salvation Army – Heritage Park Temple (Church); St. Mark Coptic Orthodox
Church; Grace Lutheran Church; Kildonan United Church and St. John
XXIII Roman Catholic Church. At second from right is Rev. Robert Polz,
Ecumenical Liaison for the Archdiocese of Winnipeg.

Archbishop Gagnon’s Schedule
Sun., March 5

11:30 am
2:30 pm
Wed., March 8 10:30 am
Thurs., March 9 7:00 pm
Sun., March 12 11:00 am
Tues., March 14 10:30 am
Wed., March 15 11:00 am
4:00 pm
Thurs., March 16 11:45 am
7:00 pm
March 17 – April 4
Wed.,-Thurs., April 5-6
Sat.,
April 8 1:00 am
6:30 pm
Mon., April 10 7:30 pm
Thurs., April 13 7:30 pm
Fri., April 14

9:30 am

Sat., April 15
Sun., April 16
Wed., April 19

3:00 pm
8:00 pm
11:30 am
7:00 pm

Thurs., April 20 7:00 pm
Fri., April 21
5:00 pm
Sat.,- Sun., April 22-23
Thurs., April 27 7:30 pm
Fri., April 28

7:00 pm

Sat., April 29

5:00 pm

Sun.,

April 30 11:00 am

May 1- May 5
Sat.,
May 6

4:00 pm

Sun., May 7
Tues., May 9

10:30 am
7:00 pm

Wed., May 10

7:00 pm

Mass, St Mary’s Cathedral
Rite of Election, St Mary’s Cathedral
Council of Priests, Catholic Centre, Winnipeg
Catholic Schools Board of Consultors,
Catholic Centre, Winnipeg
Mass & Blessing of New Construction,
St Dominic’s Parish, Neepawa
Priestly Wellness Committee, St Ambrosie
Mass, St Joseph’s Residence, Winnipeg
Archdiocesan Finance Council,
Catholic Centre Winnipeg
Mass, St Paul’s College, Winnipeg
Lutheran-Catholic Study Session,
Holy Ghost Parish, Winnipeg
Ad Limina Visit Rome
CCCB Permanent Council, Ottawa
Archdiocesan Pastoral Council, Elie
Misericordia Health Centre Gala,
Convention Centre, Winnipeg
Chrism Mass, St Mary’s Cathedral
Holy Thurs., Mass of the Lord’s Supper,
St., Mary’s Cathedral
Public Way of the Cross, St Mary’s Academy,
Winnipeg
Good Fri. Service, St. Mary’s Cathedral
The Easter Vigil, St Mary’s Cathedral
Easter Mass, St Mary’s Cathedral
Synod Preparatory Commission,
Catholic Centre, Winnipeg
Caritas Dinner, Convention Centre , Winnipeg
96th Annual Convention of the CWL,
St Anthony of Padua Parish (WK), Winnipeg
Pastoral Visitation to Immaculate Conception
Parish, Fisher Branch, St Philip Neri Parish,
Arborg & Holy Cross Parish, Ashern
Confirmation, St Anthony of Padua Parish
(WK), Winnipeg
Confirmation, St Augustine of Canterbury
Parish, Brandon
Confirmation, Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Parish, Winnipeg
Confirmation, Good Shepherd Parish,
Portage la Prairie
Annual Priests’ Retreat, Pinawa
50th Anniversary of the Catholic Charismatic
Renewal, Winakwa Community Centre,
Winnipeg
Confirmation, Notre Dame Parish, Selkirk
Confirmation, St John Cantius Parish,
Winnipeg
Confirmation, Our Lady of Victory Parish,
Winnipeg

Thurs., May 11
Fri., May 12

10:30 am
12:00 noon
7:00 pm
7:00 pm

Sat., May 13

7:30 pm

Sun., May 14
Tues., May 16
Thurs., May 18

11:15 am
7:00 pm
7:00 pm

Sat., May 20

5:30 pm

Sun. May 12

12:00 noon

Tues., May 23

7:00 pm

Thurs., May 25
Sat., May 27

7:00 pm
7:00 pm

Sun., May 28

11:30 am

Wed., May 31
Thurs., June 1

7:00 pm
7:00 pm

Sat., June 3

5:00 pm

Sun., June 4
June 5-9

11:30 am

Sat., June 10
Sun., June 11
Mon., June 12
Wed.,-Thurs.,
Sat., June 17
Sun., June 18
Tues., June 20

5:00 p.m.
12:00 noon
7:00 pm
June 14-15
5:00 pm
11:00 am
12:00 noon

Wed., June 21

7:00 pm
4:00 pm

Thurs., June 22 6:30 pm
Sat., June 24
Sun., June 25

4:30 pm
1:00 pm

Wed., June 28

7:00 pm

Thurs., June 29 6:30 pm
Fri., June 30

7:00 pm

Mass for March for Life, St Mary’s Cathedral
March for Life, The Legislature
Confirmation, St Vital Parish, Winnipeg
Confirmation, Blessed Sacrament Parish,
Elie
Confirmation, St Jean Parish,
Grande Clairiere
Confirmation, Sacred Heart Parish, Virden
Confirmation, St. Ignatius Parish, Winnipeg
Confirmation, St Paul the Apostle Parish,
Winnipeg
Confirmation, St Edward the Confessor
Parish, Winnipeg
Confirmation, Immaculate Conception Parish,
Winnipeg
Lutheran-Catholic Study Session,
St. Vital Parish, Winnipeg
Confirmation, Holy Ghost Parish, Winnipeg
Mass & Blessing of new elevator,
St Columba’s Parish, Swan River
Confirmation, Our Lady of the Nativity Parish,
McCreary
Confirmation, St Patrick’s Parish, Winnipeg
Confirmation, St John Brebeuf Parish,
Winnipeg
Provincial CWL Convention, Sacred Heart
Parish, Virden
Confirmation, St Mary’s Cathedral
Diocese of Kamloops Priests’ Retreat ,
Kamloops, B.C.
Family Day Mass
Confirmation, Holy Rosary Parish , Winnipeg
Confirmation, St Peter’s Parish, Winnipeg
CCCB Permanent Council, Ottawa
Confirmation, St John XXIII Parish, Winnipeg
Confirmation, St Hedwig’s Parish, Brandon
Aboriginal Committee Meeting,
Good Shepherd Parish, Portage la Prairie
Confirmation, St Charles’ Parish, Winnipeg
Archdiocesan Finance Council,
Catholic Centre, Winnipeg
Meeting with Religious Organization Leaders,
St Peter’s Parish, Winnipeg
Confirmation, St Gianna’s Parish, Winnipeg
Confirmation, St Ambroise Parish,
St. Ambroise
Catholic Schools Board of Consultors,
Catholic Centre Winnipeg
St Peter’s Fiesta Mass, St Peter’s Parish,
Winnipeg
Confirmation, St Joseph’s Parish, Winnipeg
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