
The 

New Wine Press

Return undelivered copies to: 
1495 Pembina Highway, Winnipeg, MB, R3T 2C6  

www.archwinnipeg.ca

A Publication of the Archdiocese of Winnipeg (Publication Agreement No. 40628045)      Vol. 17   No.  2 June 2017

The Synod of the Arch-
diocese of Winnipeg is 

completing its second ma-
jor phase as the work of the 
Focus Commissions comes 
to fruition with preliminary 
reports now available for 
comment on the Archdio-
cese of Winnipeg website.
The nine Focus Commis-

sions were charged with 
putting into words the dis-
tillation of nearly 800 re-
sponses gathered from the 
faithful of the Archdiocese 
at the 13 Listening Ses-
sions held throughout the 
Archdiocese last fall. Re-
sponses were also received 
online via the Archdiocesan 
website.
Three questions were 

asked at the Listening Ses-
sions.  1: What do you ap-
preciate most about the 
Church in the Archdiocese 
of Winnipeg; especially 
those things that help you 
grow in your faith and as 
a disciple of the Lord? 2: 
Where are we going? What 
is your vision for the Arch-
diocese in the coming years? 
3: What is our responsibil-
ity? What do you see as the 
three priority areas that the 

Archdiocese should focus 
on? What would you like to 
accomplish in these areas? 
The full ten-page report 

on the Listening Sessions’ 
findings, created with the 
help of Catholic Leadership 
Institute, can be found on 
the Archdiocese of Winni-
peg website, www.archwin-
nipeg.ca
From those findings pri-

orities were identified that 
led to the creation of the 
Focus Commissions under 
the headings of: New Evan-
gelization and Missionary 
Outreach;  Catechetics and 
Faith Development; Indig-
enous People;  Youth and 
Young Adults;  Marriage 
and Family;  Sacramental 
Preparation, Prayer and De-
votional Life; Vocations and 
Leadership;  Governance; 
and  Social Outreach. 
With six to eight people, 

named by Archbishop Ga-
gnon, on each commission 
the groups produced pre-
liminary reports that are 
open to all of the faithful 
for further opinion. The 
Focus Commission re-
ports are available to read, 
download or print from the 

Synod section of 

the Archdiocese of 
Winnipeg website. Those 
without access to a printer 
are asked to contact their 
parishes for printed copies. 
Respondents are asked to 
send their opinions, com-
ments and feedback by 
email to the Synod Prepa-
ratory Commission, care 
of:  jcoyne@archwinnipeg.
ca by June 15, 2017. This 
second round of opinions 
will be gathered, forwarded 
to the appropriate Focus 
Commission, and taken 

into consideration in the 
creation of the final Focus 
Commission reports. 
Those reports will form the 

basis of study for the Synod’s 
next phase, the General Ses-
sions, to begin in Novem-
ber. The General Sessions 
will bring together clergy 
and lay delegates from all 
parishes and communities 
of the Archdiocese to dis-
cuss the issues raised by the 
Focus Commission reports. 
The General Sessions will 
be composed of members 
appointed by Archbishop 

Gagnon plus parishio-
ners nominated from 
our 88 parishes and 
missions. These del-
egates will vote upon 
the propositions pre-
sented to help deter-
mine the final priorities 
for the Archbishop’s 
approval. The Synod 
is to conclude on Pen-
tecost Sunday May 20, 
2018.
Each Focus Commis-

sion was led to by two 
co-chairs. Susan Co-
sens, a parishioner at 
St. John Vianney Par-
ish in Teulon, Man., 
was a co-chair of the 
Focus Commission ex-

amining Governance.
“I found the process to be 

an exercise in community 
building and we worked 
well together as a team. 
With the Holy Spirit active 
during our meetings, discus-
sions were creative, produc-
tive and joyous. It was a re-
warding experience I think 
for all of us,” said Cosens.
At the outset of the Synod 

one year ago, Archbishop 
Gagnon said the question 
that the Winnipeg Synod 

is being called to answer, 
is discipleship. “How are 
we to be disciples and how 
are we to live out our dis-
cipleship during these cur-
rent and very challenging 
times?”
 “The word Synod means 

to walk together,” Arch-
bishop Gagnon said. “As 
we walk together and share 
our experiences, we can ask 
ourselves: How well do we 
walk together? How are 
we doing in living out our 
faith today? What are the 
blessings that we see in our 
lives and what are the chal-
lenges we face? How well 
do we pass on the gift of 
faith? How do we worship 
together?”
“A synod is an exercise in 

living our faith together. It 
is an experience of com-
munion, of unity, of what 
is known as koinonia,” 
the Archbishop said, “the 
communion among us that 
comes from our relation-
ship with Christ.”

Contributed by 
James Buchok

When you see a child 
attending catechism, 

or you consider all that a 
deacon does in your parish, 
or when you know your 
beloved elderly retired 
priest is taken care of, and 
young men preparing for 
priesthood are fully sup-
ported, this is all thanks in 
large part to Sharing God’s 
Gifts.
Sharing God’s Gifts is the 

annual appeal of the Arch-
diocese of Winnipeg and 
it helps pay for all those 
things and much more.
Sharing God’s Gifts also 

funds social justice pro-
grams and community 
outreach including Micah 
House, the Catholic Centre 
for Social Justice on Main 
Street at Magnus, in the 
heart of Winnipeg’s North 
End; and our lay formation 
programs, Nathanael and 
The Summons, that offer 
adult faith formation and 
leadership.
All of these are supported 

by Sharing God’s Gifts as 
is the Archdiocese of Win-

nipeg’s Westman First Na-
tions Ministry, with Deacon 
Conrad Plante celebrating 
sacraments with people on 
First Nations but also cre-
ating relationships in the 
emerging spirit of Truth and 
Reconciliation.
“St. Paul encourages us to 

‘be rich in good works’ by 
being generous with our 
time, treasure and talents,” 
says Archbishop Richard 
Gagnon. More about Shar-
ing God’s Gifts can be heard 
from the Archbishop in a 
video on the Archdiocese 
of Winnipeg website under 
Our Archdiocese.
John Nicholson recently 

became Director of the An-
nual Appeal, Sharing God’s 
Gifts. “Many of the min-
istries served by Sharing 
God’s Gifts have a very di-
rect impact on the parishes 
and are really important 
for transforming lives in 
the community,” Nicholson 
said. 
“From the richest to the 

poorest we are all unique 
creations of God with 

unique abilities. It’s very 
important that we recog-
nize that because the gifts 
we have are from God we 
have a responsibility to use 
them to help others. For this 
reason every person, regard-
less of their means has a re-
sponsibility to support the 
mission of Sharing God’s 

Gifts so that all can benefit,” 
said Nicholson, adding that 
the main focus of Sharing 
God’s Gifts “is a six-week 
period from the end of April 
to the middle of June and 
the goal is to use that period 
to enthusiastically promote 
the ministries supported by 
Sharing God’s Gifts.”

“Early in the campaign 
we’ve seen great success 
realized by both urban and 
rural parishes, many hav-
ing reached their targets and 
some having exceeded them 
while others have dramati-
cally improved their perfor-
mance.” 

“We are all disciples of 
Christ, we have a member-
ship in the Christian church 
and as a result we have a re-
sponsibility to be generous 
with our time, treasure and 
talent, this is basic steward-
ship, to support the minis-
tries of Sharing God’s Gifts. 
This is the whole idea of 
stewardship, not giving to 
a need but needing to give. 
I’d like for parishioners to 
prayerfully consider adopt-
ing Sharing God’s Gifts as 
one of the primary charities 
that they support.” 
Nicholson said Sharing 

God’s Gifts can also accom-
modate a one-time large 
planned gift as a bequest 
in a will or donations of 
securities or life insurance. 
Contact the Sharing God’s 
Gifts office with questions 
about planned giving, or 
any other questions, at 204-
452-2227 ext. 222.

Contributed by
James Buchok

The work of Sharing God’s Gifts is all around us

Ministries Supported by 
Sharing God’s Gifts

2017 Goal: $1 Million
Social Justice/ Community Outreach $105,000 — 11%

Youth Programs $90,000 — 9%
First Nations/ Home Missions $245,000 — 24%

Religious Education $85,000 — 8%
Lay Formation Programs $75,000 — 8%

St. Paul’s College Chaplaincy  $110,000 — 11%
Priest’s Pension Fund $110,000 — 11%

Vocations/ Seminarians $100,000 — 10%
Appeal Expenses   $80,000 — 8%

All are invited 
to review the 
work of the 

Synod Focus 
Commissions, 
to formulate a 

response
  and provide 

opinion, as we 
live our faith 
together in an 
experience of 
community.

A Synod of the Archdiocese of Winnipeg

Faithful invited to ‘walk together’ in discipleship 
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Returning to Spirit Aboriginal Workshop, Winnipeg, Manitoba
Friday July 7 to Monday July 10, 2017
1039 Main Street, Winnipeg, MB R2W 3R2

c/o Micah House, The Catholic Centre For Social Justice
For Aboriginal People: 18 years and older
Host Coordinator: Dennis Chartrand - email: 

dennis.chartrand@returningtospirit.org; Tel: 204-889-4579, ext. 109
PARTICIPATION

Sessions are 9 am - 5 pm daily with a 1-hour lunch break.
There are evening assignments.

Commitment to full participation in every session is a pre-requisite.
You will be asked to use your personal life experiences to explore your 

relationship to the issues of Residential Schools and more. 
WORKSHOP COST: 

Suggested contribution $250.00. 
You will receive an income tax receipt for any amount $20 or more above 

the suggested contribution.
Please indicate in the registration form the amount of your contribution. 

No one is turned away for lack of funds.
Youth 18 - 29 years of age are fully sponsored. 

WORKSHOP REGISTRATION:
Complete the Registration Form at www.returningtospirit.org found un-
der  Upcoming Workshops.
Or request a PDF form, fillable by computer or by hand and/or printable.
Fax forms to 1-888-224-1286 or;
E-mail digital forms to events@returningtospirit.org .
On or before June 27, 2017

WORKSHOP PAYMENT:
Cheque is payable to Returning to Spirit. Include in Memo: 

AB RTS Wpg July 2017.
Mail cheque to 

Returning to Spirit, 1039 Main Street, Winnipeg, MB R2W 3R2.
Or bring the cheque to the Workshop Coordinator 

at the beginning of the workshop.
Credit card (Visa or Mastercard accepted).
 MEALS & ACCOMMODATION OPTIONS:

Participants are responsible for their own accommodations 
and travel expenses.

Participants are to bring their own bag lunches.
Snacks and beverages are provided during the workshop.
THIS WORKSHOP IS MADE POSSIBLE THROUGH A 

WINNIPEG FOUNDATION GRANT.

The Holy Father, Pope Francis, has convoked the XV 
Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops 

treating the topic: Young People, the Faith and Vocational 
Discernment. This Synod will take place in October 2018 
and includes a period of consultation among the People of 
God. Pope Francis invites, in particular, the participation of 
young people in the process, stating, “my brother bishops 
and I want ever more to ‘work with you for your joy’ (2 Cor 
1:24).”

Your input will help Pope Francis prepare for the Synod, 
but will also help our Archdiocesan Church listen to our 
youth and young adults and learn how to better engage 
and support them on their faith journey. We urge our par-
ishes and schools, youth ministers and catechists, families 
and organizations, to consider lending their voice through 
this process. For more information and to access the ques-
tionnaires, please go to http://archwinnipeg.ca/synod_
of_bishops.php. Responses will be received until June 30, 
2017. 

We want to hear from you! Together, let us 
#SharewithFrancis! 
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On two Thursdays in 
February, an exuberant 

mix of more than 80 parish-
ioners from St. Ignatius and 
St. Kateri Aboriginal church 
met in each other’s sacred 
spaces to begin a journey 
towards reconciliation as 
called for in the Truth and 
Reconciliation Report’s 
Calls to Action.  

Sponsored by a group 
of six nuns from three or-
ders, an Oblate brother, two 
priests and two laywomen, 
the event was inspired by 
their desire to see that the 
powerful TRC report, re-
leased in June 2016, didn’t 
just “sit and gather dust on 
a shelf.” 
The first evening, held at St. 

Ignatius Feb 9, focused on 
truth and presented the per-
sonal stories of residential 
school survivors Ted Fon-
taine and Florence Paynter. 
Their stories electrified the 
audience and not a sound 
was heard as they each 
traced their history from 
their first day of residential 
school up to the present.
Ted Fontaine wondered 

who would bring the kin-
dling and water to his par-
ents and grandparents when 
he was taken at age seven. 
He recounted four parts to 
his life: his life at home un-
til age seven; his 12 years at 
residential school where he 
suffered sexual abuse and 
alienation from his family; 
the third quarter when he 
re-entered society and fell 
into drinking, nightmares, 
depression, and suicidal ten-
dencies; and the fourth quar-
ter when he came to terms 
with his life, which he attri-
butes to his return to church 
and to his going within him-
self to find reconciliation. In 
the process he made peace 
with one of the priests who 
abused him. 
Ted explained that the 

hardest part of his life was 
the third quarter. His pow-
erful book, Broken Circle, 
is available in libraries, the 
education system and book-
stores.
Florence Paynter’s ten 

years at residential school 
began at age six. A remark-
ably peace-filled and radiant 

woman, she traced her story 
of loneliness and physical 
abuse through the school 
years which also included a 
touching account of meet-
ing her husband at a weekly 
dance in the school hall. She 
was six, he was eight and 
he had been there since he 

was five. Her journey af-
ter school took her through 
difficult times and, like Ted, 
her salvation came from 
finding reconciliation within 
herself, and in her case from 
finding her Creator in the 
Traditions of her people. 
Participants remarked on 

how uplifting and inspiring 
the personal stories were 
and there was a great spirit 
of joy and fellowship in the 
room as the session ended.
St. Kateri welcomed partic-

ipants to the second session 
Feb. 16 with homemade 
soup and bannock. Rev. Stan 

McKay, a United Church 
minister and former mod-
erator of the United Church 
of  Canada, spoke on Rec-
onciliation and the Calls to 
Action. He began with an 
engaging tale of when as 
a young minister he found 
himself in a Northern com-
munity with three churches, 
Catholic, Anglican and 
Methodist (now United.). 
There was some tension 
with families split along 
church lines. He recalls the 
Catholic priest suggesting 
that when one of them was 
out of town they notify their 
parishioners to attend one of 
the other churches. It was 
his first experience of recon-
ciliation. His calls to action 
ended in small group discus-
sions where many voiced 
the desire to continue build-
ing on the relationships that 
had begun between the two 
church communities.

Contributed by
Winn Leslie

More than 80 parishioners from St. Ignatius Church and St. Kateri Aboriginal church 
met in each other’s sacred spaces in February to begin a journey towards reconcili-
ation.

Churches begin a shared journey on the road to reconciliation

A Community of Cat-
echists in the Arch-

diocese of Winnipeg, as 
well as Parishioners of St. 
Anthony of Padua Church, 
West Kildonan, gathered for 
an evening of replenishment 
for their spirit, their mind 
and their bodies.
Three women, Maureen 

Foster-Fernandes, Nancy 
Wood and Regina Urbano,  
who have dedicated  a de-
cade or more of their lives 
to bringing children and 
their families to a close and 
loving relationship with the 
person of Jesus Christ, have 
uncovered for us a treasury 
of experience regarding the 
implementation of the Cat-
echesis  of Good Shepherd.
They shared with us their 

enthusiasm and conviction 
as they demonstrated how 
the Good Shepherd Cate-

chesis approach touches the 
spirit of children as Scrip-
ture, Liturgy and “hands 
on” experience nurture their 
natural affinity to the mys-
tery of life around them and 
encourages their curiosity 
by offering them a milieu 
where they can discover 
how to pray, how to be silent 
and meet  the “Good Shep-

herd,” Jesus. 
Nancy gave a short history 

of the Montessori  method 
of teaching  children and 
showed a video  that helped 
us to see what an atrium 
might look like. It also 
demonstrated how children 
are introduced gradually, 
according to their level of 
maturity, to the Parables 

of Jesus, to the Eucharis-
tic Liturgy, to the readings 
and personal application of 
Scripture readings.  
Regina demonstrated how 

she would introduce children 
to the Annunciation to Mary, 
and her Visitation with her 
cousin Elizabeth. Maureen 
made herself available to re-
spond to our questions.

After a short lunch break 
we reconvened for Oliver 
Omega‘s well researched 
and artistic presentation on 
Our Lady of Fatima. Oli-
ver’s conviction was very 
moving. The message of 
Our Lady for all to pray for 
God’s mercy and protection 
for our suffering world was 
loud and clear. We were also 

reminded that praying the 
Rosary is one of the many 
gifts given us as a way to 
meditate on the mystery of 
redemption.
Thank you, Fr. Dominic 

Yuen, Pastor of St. Anthony 
of Padua (WK); Lynda Mc-
Corquodale, Faith Forma-
tion Coordinator and broth-
ers and sisters of St. Anthony 
for your warm welcome and 
hospitality.

Contributed by 
Margot Lavoie
Faith Formation 
Coordinator
St. Kateri Church

Catechetics and Faith  
Formation in the 

Archdiocese of Winnipeg is 
supported by your 

participation in 
Sharing God’s Gifts.

Cathechists gather for replenishment of mind and spirit

The community of St. 
Laurent Parish in St. 

Laurent, Man., on the east-
ern shore of Lake Manito-
ba, is a Metis fishing com-
munity. In winter people go 
out on the lake on snowmo-
biles and put out nets under 
the ice and net fish for their 
livelihood. 

Over the years there have 
been tragic drownings that 
have left families without 
their fathers and husbands. 
Others have gone through 
the ice but survived to tell 
their story. It is a rugged 

vocation but many do enjoy 
the work and the challenge 
of net fishing in winter. 
On Sun., March 12, we 

honoured the women of 
the parish who are part of 
the fishing industry, and 
those who wait at home for 
their sons and husbands to 
come back from their days 
of fishing. 
A group of women 

brought up the offerings 
including a fresh fish on a 
plate as a symbol of their 
offerings from fishing. 
On the same weekend the 

annual Manipogo Festival 
in St. Laurent, which cel-
ebrates the community’s 
own version of the Loch 
Ness monster, honoured all 
women who are part of the 
fishing industry whether 
they are fishers, tending 
nets, or waiting at home 
raising the family, many 
carrying on after experi-
encing the loss of a loved 
one. 

Contributed by
Rev. Paul Tinguely

St. Laurent Church honours 
brave women of the lake tradition 

Catechists were hosted by the generous parishioners of St. Anthony of Padua Church, West Kildonan.

At Mass on March 12 we honoured the women of the parish who are part of the fishing 
industry, and those who wait for sons and husbands to return from their days on the 
water. 
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St. John’s illuminated bible starts year-long tour of the archdiocese
The St. John’s Bible, a 

handwritten and illumi-
nated creation 15 years in the 
making at a Benedictine Ab-
bey in Minnesota to mark the 
third Christian millennium, 
is touring the Archdiocese of 
Winnipeg for the next year.
The bible’s scripture is ac-

companied by 160 illumina-
tions designed for specific 
passages but with touches 
of humankind’s accomplish-
ments over the last 500 years. 
All of the text is written in 
calligraphy, with a script de-
signed specifically for the 
project. It is the first hand-
written bible commissioned 
by the Benedictines since the 
invention of the printing press 
500 years ago. It is based on 
the New Revised Standard 
Version of the Bible.
“The New Revised Stan-

dard Version is a revision of 
the RSV, which is descended 
from the King James, so, for 
English speakers, it has a 
great pedigree,” said Fr. Mi-
chael Patella, OSB, a monk 
of Saint John’s Abbey. Pa-
tella is an author, theologian, 
and professor at Saint John’s 
University in Collegeville, 
Minnesota, part of  the. Saint 
John’s Abbey campus, which 
also hosts Saint John’s Pre-

paratory School, and the 
graduate School of Theology 
Seminary. The affiliated St. 
Benedict’s women’s college 
is in nearby St. Joseph, Min-
nesota.
“As a translation, it is truly 

an ecumenical effort with 
nearly every major Christian 
denomination represented 
among the translators, includ-
ing Roman Catholic,” said 
Patella, who presented this 
year’s Hanley Lecture Series, 
March 19-20, sponsored an-
nually by St. Paul’s College at 
the University of Manitoba.
The bible tour is displaying 

renditions of Gospels and 
Acts, which includes illumi-
nations of the genealogy of 
Jesus, the multiplication of 
the loaves and fishes, Luke’s 
anthology, the crucifixion and 
the Gospel of St. John.
Modern images used to 

bring the ancient words to life 
include a double helix DNA 
strand, images sent from the 
Hubble telescope, the Twin 
Towers of 9/11, jet airplanes, 
modern architecture, an allu-
sion to the AIDS virus, and 
scenes of genocide, but all 
with a subtle and stylized 
method. Such items are in-
tended to give future genera-
tions clues as to when the bi-

ble was created. Other images 
come from Eastern religious 
and Native American tradi-
tions. Many illuminations 
emphasize women, neglected 
peoples, and the poor. All 
animals, fauna and insects in 
the artwork are native to Min-
nesota. The volumes are two 
feet high by three feet wide, 
when open.
“We wanted this project to 

look to the future, not the past; 

hence, any biblical translation 
that used antique language 
was not even considered. It 
also uses inclusive language, 
which was a requirement 
from the very beginning,” Pa-
tella said.
The bible is a collaboration 

of scripture scholars and theo-
logians at St. John’s Univer-
sity with a team of artists and 
calligraphers. In 2000, Don-
ald Jackson, senior scribe to 

Queen Elizabeth, and a crew 
of artists and calligraphers 
began the first of the bible’s 
1,150 vellum pages.
The Bible is written and 

drawn entirely by hand using 
quills and pigments hand-
ground from minerals and 
stones such as malachite, sil-
ver and 24-karat gold. A team 
from Minnesota and Wales 
worked together to complete 
the project. 

Patella believes the legacy 
of the work “will be a real-
ization of the role of art in 
faith and theology. Scripture 
is more than a text. Truth is 
more than a treatise or essay. 
Some things can only be ex-
pressed with color, design, 
and image.”
“The word of God is not lim-

ited by the five senses but in-
volves all of them and things 
we have not yet imagined.”
During the summer months 

the St. John’s Bible will be on 
display at the St. Paul’s Col-
lege library.  To view the bi-
ble please call ahead at (204) 
474-8585.
In September the bible will 

be displayed at St. Mary’s 
Academy and from October 
to December it will be tour-
ing rural areas with stops yet 
to be determined. As fall ap-
proaches details will be made 
public in the Archdiocese of 
Winnipeg weekly bulletin on  
the website, and in the New 
Wine Press, or call the Arch-
diocese of Wuinnipeg depart-
ment of Communications at 
(204) 452-2227 ext. 248.

Contributed by 
James Buchok

The New Wine Press is available online at www.archwinnipeg.ca

Students at Our Lady of Victory School get a close look  the St. John’s Bible.

CWL hears inspiring stories of hope
Winnipeg’s Our Lady 

of Perpetual Help 
Church CWL Council presi-
dent, Janet Brunger, wel-
comed seventy-two Catholic 
Women’s League members 
and guests on April 30 to the 
annual luncheon and presen-
tation of years-served-pins.
Invited guest, CWL Provin-

cial President Faith Anderson, 
praised the local council for 
its work and said “Councils 
are the unsung heroes of The 
League; parish councils do 
all the work and the League 
gets the credit!” 
After lunch a presentation 

was provided by two guest 
speakers from the Home for 
Hope; Lesia Sianchuk, CEO 
of the Lubov Sister Servants 
Mary Immaculate (SSMI) 
Foundation, an order of 
Ukrainian-rite nuns, and Nat-
alie Tataryn, a young woman 
who is living her faith by 
fundraising for the Home of 
Hope. 
The Home of Hope is lo-

cated in Lviv, Ukraine and is 
a safe house for sixteen-year-
old and older girls who, at 16, 
must leave the safe haven of 
an orphanage and have no-
where to go. The home was 
purchased by the Eparchy 
of Edmonton and the SSMI 
Foundation in Winnipeg 
manages it. Operating the 
home costs $20 thousand per 
year.

The home, which has space 
for up to 23 girls and three 
SSMI to administer it, teach-
es the girls employable skills 
and helps to keep them off 
the streets where they could 
be sexually enslaved and traf-
ficked. Currently the home is 
filled to capacity. 
The sisters are helping the 

girls to understand the value 
of helping others and chang-
es are happening quickly. 
Many of the girls that have 
moved on from the home are 
employed, married, and have 

established themselves. One 
girl thanked the sisters for 
being the parents she never 
had. 
Tataryn, spoke about how 

she was born in Ukraine 
twenty-five and a half years 
ago and had to be placed 
with a family within a month 
or face life in an orphanage. 
Luckily, one of the sisters 
knew of a family looking to 
adopt a baby in Canada and 
her life was spared. Tataryn 
noted that many girls in an 
orphanage commit suicide 

before they reach the age of 
16. 
Tataryn feels a special kin-

ship with the girls in Ukraine 
and started knitting toques 
to send them. When some-
one she works with wanted 
to buy a toque from her, she 
realized that it was easier to 
sell them and send money to 
the home. She collected more 
than one thousand dollars be-
fore Christmas.
Last year Tataryn journeyed 

to Ukraine to visit the girls 
and saw that the home is 
truly a home. She saw first-
hand how the girls made the 
meals, studied their courses 
and baked cookies for those 
serving in the Ukrainian mili-
tary. 
Tataryn noted that the 

Ukrainian Catholic Wom-
en’s League of Canada be-
gan serving Home of Hope 
brunch fundraisers in 2014 
and have raised more than 
$90 thousand in partnership 
with the Lubov SSMI Foun-
dation.
“This is more than a Ukrai-

nian issue. It’s a global issue, 
a humanitarian issue and a 
women’s issue,” said Ta-
taryn. 

Contributed by 
Terri Scott

From left, Natalie Tataryn, Janet Brunger and Lesia 
Sianchuk.

Above, a special Mass of Thanksgiving was cel-
ebrated at St Dominic’s  in Neepawa March 12 for 
the completion of major roof repairs. Archbishop 
Gagnon celebrated the Mass with Pastor Rev. 
Mark Filips. The archbishop said it was “Faith that 
allowed all of this to happen.” Below, parishioners 
of the growing Filipino community brought a stat-
ue of Santo Nino de Cebu from the Philippines. 
On May 7, Fr. Mark blessed the statue, which is a 
popular devotion in the Philippines.

Blessing of new roof and statue of 
beloved devotion at St. Dominic’s
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Manitoba’s Catholic 
Schools dedicated 

Catholic Schools Day 2017 
to The Call to Reconcilia-
tion, in response to Cana-
da’s Truth and Reconcili-
ation report that calls for 
schools to teach about the 
role of churches in residen-
tial schools.
Speaker Most Rev. Mur-

ray Chatlain, Archbishop 
of Keewatin-Le Pas, asked 
his audience of hundreds of 
educators to think of just 
one of the TRC’s 94 Calls 
to Action “that you can 
work on.” 
The conference took place 

Feb 17 at St. Mary’s Acad-
emy in Winnipeg and began 
with a smudge and drum-
ming ceremony with a rep-
resentative from each Mani-
toba Catholic school coming 
forward for smudging.  
“The drum is an instrument 

of prayer,” said Chatlain, 
whose vast archdiocese cov-
ers northern Saskatchewan, 
Manitoba and Ontario, and 
is home to 40,000 First Na-
tions and Metis Catholics. 
But, he said, it was once 
illegal to participate in the 
Sun Dance, a drum ceremo-
ny that brings a community 
together to pray for healing. 
“Some priests burned the 
drum,” he said. “But a lot 
has changed in 30 years,” 
Chatlain said, recalling the 
historic visit of St. Pope 
John Paul II to Fort Simp-
son, NWT in 1987.
Smudging is another way 

of “respecting and honour-
ing indigenous spirituality,” 
Chatlain said, encouraging 
all to visit Winnipeg’s St. 
Kateri Tekakwitha Aborigi-
nal Catholic Church for an 
in-person experience.
The TRC also calls for the 

Pope to deliver an apology 
for past church abuses in 
residential schools. “In an 
aboriginal community, fam-
ily is everything and in that 
context they are looking for 
the church father to make an 
apology, “ Chatlain said. He 
said the Canadian Confer-

ence of Catholic Bishops 
has made such a request of 
Pope Francis but he doesn’t 
expect it will happen in 
2017.
Chatlain said while it is 

vital that schools teach the 
true history of aboriginals 
in Canada, adults remain ig-
norant of the subject.  “We 
are working in seminary 
to include a component of 
understanding aboriginal 
history,” and, he admitted, 
“I grew up knowing next 
to nothing about aboriginal 
people. We need to address 
that in a positive way.”
“We’ll be stronger as a 

Catholic Church in Canada 
if we listen to each other,” 
Chatlain said. “Plan to be a 
part of this work of recon-
ciliation.”
Rosella Kinoshameg, a 

member of the Canadian 
Catholic Aboriginal Coun-
cil of the CCCB is a former 
residential school student. 
She is Odawa/Ojibway from 
the Wikwemikong Unceded 
First Nation in Ontario and 
has been a nurse for 48 years 
in First Nations communi-
ties and serves on the board 
of directors of the Ottawa-
based Canadian Indigenous 
Nurses Association.
“We went to church by 

boat and packed a lunch, 
in winter it was in a horse 
and wagon,” she said. “We 
respected the plants and 
animals and our elders.” 
Then came the residential 
schools. “We weren’t taught 
about our own people, we 
were forbidden to speak our 
own language.”  Two of her 
sisters were there too, but 
they were all separated. “It 
was to break the links with 
cultures and identity. They 
didn’t succeed. I didn’t see 
then, but it was a world 
dominated by fear and lack 
of affection.”
Kinoshameg said the ex-

perience was unleashed in 
intergenerational trauma, al-
coholism and violence with-
in families of those taken to 
the schools as children who 
later became parents.
She said healing will take, 

“awareness, sensitivity, re-
spect, and listening. “ She 
said there is no indigenous 
word for reconciliation, “but 
there are many symbols and 
cultural practices to restore 
harmony and make peace.” 
Kinoshameg said those who 
feel like victims “need to 
open the door of possibili-
ties, not look back at that 
long dark hallway. “
“Accept me as I am,” she 

said. “Respect my beliefs. 
Respect my sacred ceremo-
nies. Respect my spiritual-
ity. Listen to my old stories 
of wisdom and love. Let us 
move forward with safety. 
Let us commit to walking 
together.”
Afternoon sessions dealt 

with: Truth and Reconcili-
ation Archives, which are 
housed at the National Cen-
tre for Truth and Reconcili-
ation at the University of 
Manitoba; Aboriginal Art 
and Symbolism; Integration 
of Indigenous and Catholic 
Spirituality; Participating 

in Aboriginal Traditional 
Rites; the Kairos Blanket 
Exercise; and a presentation 
on Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women with 
Kyle Irvin, co-creator of the 
Aboriginal-owned Eagle 
Vision television and film 
production company.

Contributed by
James Buchok

Catholic Schools dedicate conference 
to Call to Reconciliation

From left, Superintendent of  Manitoba Catholic Schools Robert Praznik, and speak-
ers Rosella Kinoshameg and Most Rev. Murray Chatlain.
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In the Catholic commu-
nity in Manitoba there 

are many family names 
that have become syn-
onymous with generos-
ity. One of those names is 
Wyrzykowski.
On April 20, Conrad 

Wyrzykowski  was pre-
sented with the Catholic 
Foundation of Manitoba’s  
Caritas Award at the An-
nual Caritas Award Din-
ner. Wyrzykowski was de-
scribed as “a quiet, humble 
man of exceptional public 
service.”
Earlier in April the 

Wyrzykowski family do-
nated $100,000 to the 
Catholic Women’s Lead-
ership Foundation in 
memory of Conrad’s wife 
Evelyn, an honorary life 
member of the Catholic 
Women’s League. Evelyn 
died in 2001.
“The family felt that as 

a CWL member Evelyn 
would have wanted to sup-
port the CWLF and made 
the donation in her memo-
ry,” said Alicia Ambrosio, 
the communications chair 
for the Catholic Women’s 
Leadership Foundation. 
“The CWLF is currently in 
the final stages of a major 
fundraising campaign and 
while we have approached 
several other organiza-
tions and individuals this 
has been one of the largest 
single donations we have 
received.”
Ambrosio said the Cath-

olic Women’s Leadership 
Foundation was estab-
lished in 2014 through the 
shared vision and joint ef-
fort of the Catholic Wom-
en’s League and the Sisters 
of Service. The foundation 
aims to empower Catholic 
women to take on leader-
ship roles where they live 
and work by providing a 
one year leadership educa-
tion program.
Evelyn Wyrzykowski’s 

service to her church and 
the greater community  
included  the Girl Guides, 
the Interfaith Pastoral Insti-
tute, the Ursuline Sisters, 
couples ministry through 
marriage encounters and 
retreats at Winnipeg’s Villa 
Maria and across Canada, 
the Pro-Life movement as 

a co-founder, known for 
her care for unwed moth-
ers and others in need 
who lived in her home for 
extended periods of time; 
and L’Arche Winnipeg, 
which she helped origi-
nate and continued in for 
more than 30 years as a 
companion and accompa-
nier. Among the honours 
Evelyn received were the 
Queens Jubilee Medal for 
Community Service, the 
Interfaith Pastoral Institute 
Service Award, the CWL 
National Life Membership 
Award, the Father Gorieu 
Lay Apostle Award and the 
St. Boniface Archdiocese 
Evangelium Award. Her 35 
years of commitment to the 
Catholic Women’s League 
culminated in her election 

as National President.
After Evelyn’s pass-

ing, Conrad, a career 
lawyer, established the 
Wyrzykowski Family 
Bursary in her honour at 
St. Paul’s College at the 
University of Manitoba. 
The bursary provides gifts 
for university students 
enrolled in the Catholic 
Studies program. Another 
fund was established to 
give $5,000 scholarships 
to students who attain high 
marks in Catholic Studies 
and have engaged in travel 
courses, field study, and 
social learning programs.
In July, 2014, Conrad, an 

alumnus and a long-time 
supporter of St. Paul’s Col-
lege, provided a significant 
funding opportunity for 

the college’s Jesuit Centre 
for Catholic Studies. The 
Wyrzykowski Family Ig-
natian Scholars Fund was 
established to augment the 
Catholic Studies program, 
which is offered through 
the U of M’s Faculty of 
Arts and administered by 
the Centre.
“The Jesuit Fathers had 

a profound influence in 
my life,” said Conrad. “As 
teachers, their personal 
attention to try new ac-
tivities, such as debating 
and public speaking, gave 
me the needed stability 
and sense of belonging to 
achieve my post-second-
ary education.” 
By the end of the 2014-

15 fiscal year, his pledge 
of more than $1 million 

would be leveraged to over 
$1.5 million with the re-
maining gifts coming from 
the Wyrzykowski family 
and the Manitoba Scholar-
ship and Bursary Initiative 
(MBSI) through the Uni-
versity of Manitoba.
Wyrzykowski is an emer-

itus board member of the 
St. Paul’s College Founda-
tion Inc. In 2008, he was 
named Outstanding Vol-
unteer Fundraiser by the 
Association of Fundrais-
ing Professionals, Mani-
toba Chapter.
The Catholic Founda-

tion of Manitoba is a non-
profit community founda-
tion that has distributed 
close to $1.5 million in 
grants over its 53-year his-
tory.  The foundation was 
originally created by the 
Knights of Columbus, 
and, with gifts from gener-
ous people, is committed 
to support Catholic causes 
and values in Manitoba.
The foundation recently 

announced it has distribut-
ed 39 grants to non-profit 
organizations throughout 
the province of Manitoba 
over the past year. These 
funds support a range of 
charitable organizations 
that care for the needy 
and underprivileged, edu-
cate youth, and promote 
Catholic values within the 
province of Manitoba. 

Contributed by
James Buchok

Big name in giving honoured with 2017 Caritas Award

Conrad Wyrzykowski, centre, receives the Caritas Award from, at left, Wilmar Chopyk and, at right, Shona 
Connelly, of the Catholic Foundation of Manitoba. Picture from the Catholic Foundation of Manitoba.
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There are those who be-
lieve that Jesus walked 

this earth, preached to the 
masses and performed the 
works described in the 
gospels, they just don’t 
believe Jesus is the Son of 
God. 
Jesus may have had a 

different mission from 
the one ascribed to him 
by Christians for the last 
2,000 years, says a Win-
nipeg rabbi, who believes 
Jesus was more than a 
spiritual leader, but also 
a political figure “who 
could lead a revolt against 
Rome.”
Rabbi Alan Green, se-

nior rabbi at Congregation 
Shaarey Zedek, presented 
the second in a three-part 
series on Jesus the Jew, 
March 14 at the syna-
gogue, 
“I say with the greatest 

respect I’m a fan of the 
Jesus mission on earth and 
I love Christian music and 
architecture, it’s part of the 

beauty we have created on 
earth,” said Green.
The series was presented 

by Winnipeg’s Bat Kol 
committee made up of 
representatives from the 
Archdiocese of Winnipeg, 
Archdiocese of St. Boni-
face and the Ukrainian 
Archeparchy of Winni-
peg. Bat Kol is a training 
program for Christians to 
study the Bible, within its 
Jewish milieu, using Jew-
ish sources. 
“Scripture can never be 

read as straight informa-
tion,” said Green. “It is 
written in a way to be 
grasped by many people, 
over generations, so there 
are distortions.” For ex-
ample, said Green, in 
some Jewish sources, the 
Red Sea is called the Reed 
Sea. Did the Jewish slaves 
escaping pharaoh follow 
Moses through a parting 
in a raging sea? “Maybe 
those Israelites crossed a 
swamp,” said Green.

He spoke of the Rabbi 
Maimonides who wrote in 
the 1100s of “‘a king who 
will be a great one, his 
name and reputation will 
be known and all countries 
will serve him.’ Not so dif-
ferent from the Christian 
view. We share a vision 
of the Messianic era; we 
all desire the same thing, 
peace on earth.”
Green said an important 

question about the life of 
Jesus is where did Jesus 
fit into a Jewish society of 
Pharisees, Sadducees and 

zealots. “The zealots were 
extremists who would kill 
those who didn’t believe 
as they did,” Green said. 
“Sadducees were aristo-
crats. They were wealthy 
and held powerful posi-
tions. They worked hard to 
keep the peace by agree-
ing with the decisions 
of Rome. They thought, 
‘Rome is good, we’ll all 
be given rewarding posi-
tions.’ ”
The Pharisees, said 

Green, “were the people’s 
party, the forerunners of 
rabbis. The Pharisees were 
held in much higher es-
teem by the common man 
than were the Sadducees.  

The evidence is that Je-
sus was a Pharisee,” but 
he also bitterly denounced 
them.
In Green’s view, Jesus 

was a rabbi and knew the 
Torah, the central refer-
ence of Judaism made up 
of the first five books of 
the Christian Old Testa-
ment, and Jesus’ teachings 
reflect the earliest Jewish 
sources.
“A central text of Rab-

binic Judaism is the saying 
‘plank in the eye,’ just as 
in Matthew 7:3,” Green 
said. “Some of Jesus most 
memorable teachings; the 
Golden Rule, loving one’s 
enemies, ‘look at the lilies 
and how they grow,’ none 
but a well-trained Phari-
saic rabbi or a classically 
trained rabbinical scholar 
could teach that. But the 
gospel writers and editors 
distanced themselves from 
Judaism.”
Green believes in Jesus’ 

miracles, and, he said, “the 

miracles Jesus performed 
were the same ones per-
formed by Elijah and Eli-
sha, two of the most well-
known prophets of Israel. 
The Talmud is full of great 
rabbis raising the dead. 
I see Jesus in this line of 
prophets who had the 
same miraculous powers. 
The Jewish idea is that any 
one of us could have these 
characteristics.”
Green said a Jew can be-

lieve in Jesus, without be-
lieving Jesus is the Son of 
God. “Jesus said ‘no one 
comes to the father except 
through me.’ As a Jew, I 
believe that means ‘no one 
comes to the father unless 
they are like me.’”
There are Bat Kol groups 

around the world includ-
ing in the Philippines, 
South Africa, India, United 
States, Australia, Ireland 
and Brazil.
.

Contributed by
James Buchok

Jesus likely a classically trained rabbinical scholar: Rabbi Green

Rabbi Alan Green

In Green’s view, 
Jesus was a rabbi 

and knew the 
Torah, and Jesus’ 
teachings reflect 

the earliest 
Jewish sources.
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Public Way of The Cross, Good Friday, April 14, 2017, Hosted by St. Mary’s Academy
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The youth, staff and kids 
who attend Winnipeg’s 

Rossbrook House, an inner 
city drop-in centre, have a 
message for their newcomer 
friends in the neighbour-
hood ― we’re happy you’re 
here and winter really can 
be fun ― let’s experience 
that fun together.
That message was deliv-

ered at the first annual Cold 
City, Warm Hearts Winter 
Party, Feb. 25 at FortWhyte 
Alive, a conservation area 
and nature activity centre in 
southwest Winnipeg.
“Given some of the sad oc-

currences in our country and 
the world right now, we felt 
the time was right to reach 
out in solidarity to the new-
comers in our community,” 
said Rossbrook House Ex-
ecutive Director Phil Chi-
appetta. “In previous years, 
we’ve invited our friends 
at IRCOM (Immigrant and 
Refugee Community Or-
ganization of Manitoba), to 
across cultures events, shar-
ing traditional foods, music 
and dance together. That’s 
always been a big hit and 
we wanted to build on that 
sense of connection and in-
clusion for all the kids in the 
community right now.”
In partnership with Fort 

Whyte Alive, Rossbrook 
House and IRCOM ar-
ranged for busses for close 
to 100  elementary school-
aged children to the outdoor 
haven for sledding, snow-
shoeing, ball hockey, Inuit 
games including the ever-
popular blanket toss, and  a 
bonfire and bannock bake.
“The idea is to have the 

kids get to know each other 

in a relaxed and fun atmo-
sphere,” said Chiappetta.
“Our children are often 

the last people we think of 
when dealing with global is-
sues of immigration,” said 
IRCOM Executive Director 
Dorota Blumczyńska. “And 
yet, within their schools, 
on their playgrounds and in 
their front streets they will 
act, either as welcoming, 

curious, kind friends or re-
main distant and fearful of 
the ‘other.’  We are hopeful 
that with our support and 
through this event we can 
ensure that they are led by 
their warm hearts in our 
cold city.“
FortWhyte Alive is a non-

profit organization that relies 
on the support of the com-
munity. President and CEO 

Bill Elliott said the centre 
“couldn’t be happier to open 
its arms and heart to these 
young new Canadians. Sus-
tainable communities must 
be inclusive communities, 
and we hope this one event 
serves as a catalyst for more 
... hot or cold,” he said.
The party included pizza 

for all donated by a local 
Pizza Pizza franchise.
Rossbrook House was 

founded in 1976 and is 
open 24 hours a day, every 
day offering a safe place 
to any child or young per-
son in need. According to 
its website, 1,500 children 
and youth aged 6-24 pass 
through its doors annually 
and there are up to 100 par-
ticipants on a daily basis.
IRCOM is a non-profit 

organization that operates 
a transitional housing com-
plex in downtown Winnipeg 
called IRCOM House El-
len. IRCOM House offers 
secure, affordable and clean 
apartments to newcomer 
immigrant families for up 
to three years after their ar-
rival.

Contributed by 
Sherry Rasmussen 

Rossbrook kids host newcomer neighbours 

The kids at Winnipeg’s Rossbrook House inner-city drop-in centre invited 
children from the IRCOM immigrant and refugee community to join them 
for some winter fun, Feb. 25 at FortWhyte Alive

Reverend Vicente Tun-
golh passed away on 

May 20, 2017.  Fr. Vic was 
79.

Ordained for the Diocese 
of Tagbilaran, Philippines on 
June 12, 1965, Fr. Vic served 
as a Priest in the Philippines 
until his arrival in Winnipeg 
in 1995.  Fr. Vic was incardi-
nated into the Archdiocese of 
Winnipeg on September 28, 
2007.

Fr. Vic served in a number 
of parishes including: Pa-
rochial Vicar at St. Peter’s, 
Winnipeg (1995 1996); St. 
Theresa’s Parish, Middle-
church (1996); Parochial 
Administrator of Our Lady of 
Fatima and Visitation of Our 
Lady Churches, Winnipeg 
(1996 – 1998); Pastor of St. 
Felix in Dunrea, Souris and 
Baldur (1998 – 1999); Pas-
tor of St. Columba’s, Swan 
River with attached missions 
(1995 – 2001); St. Edward’s, 
Winnipeg (2001 – 2008) and 
Pastor of St. Patrick’s Parish, 
Winnipeg (2008 – 2012).  

May Fr. Vic rest in peace.

Reverend Vicente Tungolh 
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Saturday June 3 5:00 pm  Provincial CWL Convention,
      Sacred Heart Parish, Virden
Sunday                 June 4 11:30 am              Confirmation, St. Mary’s Cathedral
   June 5-10  Priests’ Retreat, Kamloops, BC
Sunday                 June 11 12:00 noon          Confirmation, Holy Rosary Parish,            
      Winnipeg
Monday                June 12 7:00 pm                Confirmation, St Peter’s Parish,               
      Winnipeg
   June 14 – 15  CCCB Permanent Council, Ottawa
Saturday June 17 11:00 am              Archdiocesan Pastoral Council,        
      Blessed Sacrament Parish, Elie
    5:00 pm                Confirmation, St John XXIII Parish,           
      Winnipeg
Sunday                 June 18 11:00 pm              Confirmation, St Hedwig’s
      (Spanish), Brandon
Monday                June 19 12:00 noon           Interdiocesan Diaconate Committee  
      Meeting, St. John Brebeuf  Parish,                
      Winnipeg
Tuesday               June 20 10:30 am              Aboriginal Committee Meeting,
      Headingley
    3:00 pm                Returning to Spirit Board Meeting, 
      Winnipeg
    7:00 pm                Confirmation, St. Charles’ Parish,              
      Winnipeg
Wednesday June 21 12:00 noon          Tri-Diocesan Pro Life Committee, 
      Winnipeg
    4:00 pm                Archdiocesan Finance Council,
      Catholic Centre, Winnipeg
Thursday             June 22 6:30 pm                Meeting with Religious Organization  
                    Leaders, St. Peter’s Parish, Winnipeg
Saturday              June 24 4:30 pm                Confirmation, St. Gianna’s Parish,
      Winnipeg
Sunday                 June 25 1:00 pm                Confirmation, St. Ambroise Parish,           
      St. Ambroise
    7:00 pm                Holy Hour for Vocations, 
      St. Mary’s Cathedral
Tuesday  June 27 5:00 pm  St. Paul’s College 
      Board of  Governors Meeting
Wednesday        June 28 7:00 pm                Catholic School Board of  
      Consultors, Winnipeg
Thursday             June 29 6:30 pm                St. Peter’s Fiesta Mass, St Peter’s 
      Parish, Winnipeg
Friday                    June 30 9:00 am                Mass, St. Charles’ School, Winnipeg
    7:00 pm                Confirmation, St. Joseph’s Parish,             
      Winnipeg
Sunday                 July 2 11:30 am              Mass, St. Mary’s Cathedral
Friday                    July 7 1:30 pm                Ecumenical Panel
Tuesday               July 11 3:00 pm                Returning to Spirit Board Meeting,
      Winnipeg
Sunday                 July 16 3:00 pm                Ecumenical Service Lord Selkirk                  
      St. Boniface Cathedral, Winnipeg
   August 1 – August 4         Knights of  Columbus Supreme 
      Convention, St. Louis, Mo., USA
                                August 6 – August 9         Catholic Womens’ League National  
      Convention, Charlottetown, PEI
Sunday                 Sept. 3 3:00 pm  Pilgrimage, St. Elizabeth of  Hungry,  
      Polonia
Tuesday               Sept. 5 10:30 am              Priestly Wellness Committee,   
                   Christ the King Parish, Stonewall
Saturday              Sept. 9 5:00 pm  Confirmation, St Joseph’s Parish,  
      Stony Mountain
Sunday                 Sept. 10 11:00 am              Confirmation, St. Dominic’s Parish,           
      Neepawa
Tuesday               Sept. 12 3:00 pm                Returning to Spirit Board Meeting,  
      Winnipeg
   Sept. 25 – Sept. 29 CCCB Plenary Assembly, Cornwall, Ont.

Archbishop Gagnon’s Schedule  
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Chrism Mass, April 10, 2017

Archbishop Gagnon presented the blessed Chrism Oil, the Holy Anointing  
used in Baptism, Confirmations and Ordinations, to the faithful of each church 
in the archdiocese to be delivered to their home parishes.

This year’s March for Life was well organized and 
well attended with over 700 people from the Cath-

olic Church and other Christian communities attend-
ing. I was pleased to see so many young people on the 
March for Life because I know that it is not always 
easy to stand up in public for the sanctity of human life. 
But when you think about it, if it it wasn’t for activities 
like the March for Life, where would you find any ref-
erence to the tragedy of abortion and euthanasia in our public squares? When I speak to 
Confirmation students I have them stand and I remind them that with our anointing in 
the Holy Spirit, we must stand-up for Jesus Christ today in our culture and society. The 
Gospel of Christ is also the Gospel of Life — the two are inseparable.
During the March for Life, I found myself walking alongside a tall young man carry-

ing a paper cup of coffee. He had joined the March at some point along the way. At first 
I thought he was one of those “sidewalk collectors” asking to relieve us of the coins 
hidden in our pockets! I soon realised that he was not and I entered into a conversa-
tion with him. I thanked him for his standing up against the taking of human life in 
our society. He replied: “Well I’m definitely against that!.” He then told me his story 
about his daughter. His girlfriend became pregnant and there was a strong pressure to 
abort the child. Everyone he knew wanted to do this. But he did not and he convinced 
his girlfriend to have the baby. Today he is so very proud of his eight year old daughter. 
His witness to life was not sophisticated but just a basic acknowledgement that all life 
is precious. I was amazed at his simple witness.
There is a basic human logic behind the pro-life position — a logic based on the fact 

that there are three persons involved in every pregnancy, a mother, a father and a baby 
— however imperfect the circumstances might be. All three have great value. I have 
noticed with sadness over the years that when pro-choice people decide to crash a pro-
life rally, there is often no attempt to dialogue or even to logically argue their position, 
there is only the attempt to shout down speakers they do not agree with. Now this hap-
pens often enough to lead one to believe that pro-choice advocates never talk about the 
totality of what one is choosing other than to use well-used slogans that have to do with 
perceived women’s rights to their own bodies. The same avoidance can be found with 
the politicians or other leaders who state that he or she is personally against abortion 
yet doesn’t want to impose their view on others. I have yet to hear a good reason why 
they are personally against abortion or euthanasia. It would be good to know. This is 
the situation we find ourselves in today — no serious discussion or at least not enough 
serious discussion in the public forum. During our last federal election one would be 
hard pressed to recall the debates touching on the subject of abortion or physician as-
sisted suicide and euthanasia at all.
Now there is a place for human logic in this question of human life as my friend with 

the coffee cup showed very clearly, but for the Christian we must be more than logi-
cians because ultimately our view of reality is one that is informed by faith and this is 
something we should never be ashamed of. We are witnesses to Jesus Christ who is the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life. Faith itself, like Love, is a special source of knowledge 
that goes beyond the strictly empirical scientific method. There is a knowledge between 
two people who love each other and have committed their lives together and there is 
a knowledge associated with a faith-filled relationship with God through Jesus Christ 
that tells us that the killing of human life is wrong. Abortion is not wrong because the 
Church says that it is wrong — rather the Church says that it is wrong because it is 
wrong. There is a difference here and this is something that young man with the paper 
cup understood without having any connection to a faith community that I knew of. 
There are many leaders in society today who advocate for physician assisted suicide 

and euthanasia and yet also call themselves Christians. This causes great confusion 
among the faithful. They will say that their bodies are their own. In fact Scripture 
teaches the exact opposite. In St. Paul’s Letter to the Romans we hear: “Now none of 
us lives as his own master and none of us dies as his own master. While we live we are 
responsible to the Lord and when we die we are his servants. Both in life and in death 
we are the Lord’s. That is why Christ died and came to life again, that he might be Lord 
of both the dead and the living.” (Rom.14). There are many other such references in 
both the Old and New Testaments, not to mention the very First Commandment: “I am 
the Lord your God and you shall not have other god’s before me!” One message here 
is that we are not self-sufficient gods ruling over human life! 
To be informed by faith means that a faith-filled relationship with God in Jesus Christ 

reveals the inseparable link between the love of neighbour and love of God. Jesus 
teaches that: “They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love 
me”. And what are the Commandments all about? Jesus teaches in reply: “Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul and all your mind … and love 
your neighbour as yourself.” (Matthew 22). This would simply mean that doing works 
of goodness towards our neighbour regardless of whether one’s neighbour is in the 
womb or at the end of life, is part of this great commission that we are entrusted with 
and by so doing we show the face of Jesus to others.
By sharing in our March for Life, the young man with the coffee cup, even though he 

never used the words of the Great Commandment, revealed the face of Christ to his 
young daughter whose life he saved. He also revealed the face of love to me by giv-
ing his daughter the look of love for which she craved. Some coffee breaks are worth 
taking!

The Archbishop’s Message

Most Reverend Richard Gagnon , Archbishop of Winnipeg

Pro-Life and a cup of  coffee


