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A Message from
Archbishop 

Richard Gagnon

I have always enjoyed the 
story told by Blessed 

Columba Marmion about 
himself. This Irish Bene-
dictine monk was one of 
the greatest Catholic au-
thors of the 20th century 
and many of his works are 
considered spiritual clas-
sics. He once said that for 
a long time he gave talks 
on the spiritual life and on 
Jesus as Our Saviour. Then 
after many years it sud-
denly dawned on him that 
Jesus was, in fact, his Sav-
iour! Well something like 
that occurred to me during 
our Synod process. 
After a successful and joy-

ous celebration of our Arch-
diocesan Centennial with a 
year of events culminating 
with our Centennial Mass 
in May, 2015, there were 
people who expressed to 
me the desire to plan anoth-
er big event! I too wondered 
what the future would hold 
for us after our Centennial 
was finished. The idea of 
a Synod began to percolate 
slowly in my conversations 
with people and I was sur-
prised to learn that in 100 
years we had never actually 
held a formal or canonical 

Synod. It seemed to be an 
opportune time to look into 
this idea. After all, Synods 
are positive events for the 
Church, correct? 
The fact was that no one 

in our community knew 
very much about synods. 
So advice was sought both 
inside and outside our 
country and much study 
and effort undertaken. 
Even though a Secretariat 
of three people was estab-
lished to ensure the ground 
work for running a synod, 
and a Preparatory Commis-
sion of fourteen people was 
formed to help advise on the 
Synod, I was not sure about 
how it was going to unfold  
— a wing and a prayer as 
they say! 
But as we moved through 

the Listening Sessions, the 
Focus Commissions and the 
White Papers, I witnessed 
a high level of interest and 
enthusiasm and it suddenly 
dawned on me that, yes this 
is very positive! I came to 
understand that yes, it was 
the time for us as a Local 
Church to do this — now 
was the acceptable time, not 
only in my heart but in the 
hearts of so many others.
I had two reasons for be-

ing hopeful: First, Pope 
Francis had said emphati-
cally that the Church must 
become more synodal, in 

other words, we must un-
derstand more fully that 
there is present, a sense of 
the faith, a sensus fidelium 
within the People of God 
when they gather with their 
bishop to discern together, 
walk together and listen 
to where the Holy Spirit is 
calling us to go. This was 
clearly evident from the 
start of our Synodal jour-
ney; Secondly, I was struck 
with how people began to 
understand that a Synod, in 
all of its stages, is an exer-
cise of listening to the Holy 
Spirit and expressing, not 

our personal opinions, but 
trying to perceive what the 
spirit is saying through each 
of us to the Archdiocese 
as a whole. This is highly 
countercultural today where 
individualism and personal 
autonomy are at the fore-
front of people’s minds. 
Jesus expressed it this 
way: “For it is not you who 
speak but the spirit of your 
Father speaking through 
you” (Matt. 10:20). Once 
we understand this and try 
to live it, we realize that in 
complete honesty and trust, 
we begin an exciting jour-

ney with the Lord along the 
Synodal Way! That is why 
the Church should be a Syn-
odal Church and that is why 
a Synod is an action of the 
Holy Spirit.
Speaking of the Irish 

monk, Blessed Marmion, 
I also recall a comment 
made about Irish spiritual-
ity, namely, that the journey 
is as important as the goal.  
But this is not uniquely Irish 
as it characterizes all sincere 
pilgrimages. It is eminently 
true about a Synod as well. 
The word, Synod ,means to 
walk together. Our two year 
process has already begun 
to show good fruit of how 
to be a Synodal Church and 
that is as valuable as the end 
result of a Synod, namely 
the specific pastoral direc-
tions for the Archdiocese.  
Furthermore, after we have 
completed our formal ses-
sions in 2018, the challenge 
will be to live our Chris-
tian lives in the spirit of the 
Synod. 
We are now about to begin 

our Synod General Sessions 
in November, 2017, last-
ing until April 2018. The 
more than 200 Delegates 
have been chosen and they 
will soon begin their re-
sponsibility of discerning 
the spiritual work of those 
more than 900 people who 
participated in the Listen-

ing Sessions and the many 
who formed the nine Focus 
Commissions. It is an im-
portant time for our Local 
Church and I ask for your 
continual prayers that we 
will be faithful to the call of 
the Holy Spirit throughout 
the Synod process.  Follow-
ing the Synod’s closing Lit-
urgy at St. Mary’s Cathedral 
on Pentecost Sunday, 2018, 
the work of implementing 
the fruits of our Synod will 
begin. My task will be to 
formulate a detailed pasto-
ral letter containing all the 
proposals and recommen-
dations coming from our 
First Archdiocesan Synod. I 
will also mandate an Imple-
mentation Commission that 
will advise on how we, as a 
Local Church, can put into 
action what the Holy Spirit 
is asking us to do. 
Yes, this is the acceptable 

time for us; and yes it is 
the day that has everything 
to do with our salvation. 
We are: Disciples-Estab-
lished, Anointed and Sent 
in Christ!  Mary, mother 
of Jesus and His first and 
greatest disciple, pray for 
us.

+ Richard Gagnon
Archbishop of Winnipeg

    A Synod of the Archdiocese of Winnipeg 
Disciples: Established, Anointed, and Sent in Christ

See a complete update of the Synod of the 
Archdiocese of Winnipeg on pages 3-6; 
progress to date, and a look ahead to the 

Synod’s completion on Pentecost Sunday 2018.

‘See, now is the acceptable time; see now is the day of salvation’ — 2 Cor. 6:2

‘It was the 
time for us as a 
Local Church 

to hold a Synod 
— now was 

the acceptable 
time, not only 

in my heart but 
in the hearts of 
so many others.

The Synod in pictures: Listening Sessions and Delegate Training
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CWL holds 69th Provincial Convention at Sacred Heart, Virden
The 69th Annual Mani-

toba Provincial Catholic 
Women’s League conven-
tion was held at Sacred Heart 
Parish, Virden, Manitoba on 
June 2 and 3 with the open-
ing Mass presided by Arch-
bishop Richard Gagnon.
The Archbishop  remarked 

on the national theme, In-
spired by the Spirit, Women 
Respond to God’s Call. “It 
not only describes something 
about the CWL but also 
gives instructions on how to 
be a CWL member,” he said.  
Archbishop Gagnon said the 
question is do we respond to 
the call of the Holy Spirit not 
once, but continously.  “May 
He open the hearts of the 
CWL of Canada,”  the Arch-
bishop added.
Business began on Sunday 

morning with a presentation 
by Thea Dennis, Executive 
Director of Samaritan House 
Ministries Inc. in Brandon.  
Samaritan House is a resource 
centre which helps people 
with food, personal items, 
clothing and household items, 
community garden spaces, as 
well as providing safe and 
warm shelter from Novem-

ber to March. The ministry 
also provides classes in adult 
basic education, academic 
upgrading, computer skills, 
job search guidance. Dennis 
said the need continues to 
grow both in the community 
and with a recent influx of 
refugees. “I am a believer and 
my faith has been stretched. 
The food is multiplying. We 
always seem to get enough 
for the day,” said Dennis. She 
told of the challenges faced 
by refugees; many are scared, 
many had been battered and 
beaten. But they come to learn 
they  are now in a safe place.
“Pray for missionaries; pray  

for the front line workers; pray 
for the mothers, sisters, grand-
mothers. He needs everyone 
of us to pray for them,” said 
Dennis.
Provincial President Faith 

Anderson welcomed 130 del-
egates, members and guests 
saying Pope Francis teaches 
us to promote a culture of 
faith. 
“We are called to action,” 

she said. “Just imagine what 
the CWL women have ac-
complished in 97 years. We 
are part of that vision.”

Anderson announced the pop 
can tabs collection for wheel-
chairs recipient is Delaney 
Kolowca, who at the age of 
14 lost her legs to scoliosis. 
Mary-Margaret Patterson, 

Community Life Chairper-
son, facilitated a workshop on 
the meaning of the conference 
theme that drew responses 
such as volunteerism, dis-
cipleship, CWL action, social 
justice and Acts of Mercy.
There are 2,119 CWL mem-

bers in Manitoba, a drop of 
110 paid members this past 
year. Members were informed 

they donated 2,500 pounds 
of food and the Province of 
Manitoba is the first and only 
province to declare Oct. 4 an 
official day to honour missing 
and murdered Indigenous 
women. 
A resolution was passed 

concerning Multiple Chem-
ical Sensitivity and Envi-
ronmental Sensitivities. The 
move urges provinces to 
build affordable housing for 
those suffering from such 
conditions and to develop  
policies to raise awareness 
among medical associa-

tions and the public. 
A sad and fond farewell was 

bid to Spiritual Advisor Father 
Leo Fernandes. Father Paul 
Bringleson from the archdio-

cese of Keewatin-The Pas is 
the newly appointed Spiritual 
Advisor. 
This was also an election year 

and President-Elect, Rolande 
Chernichan was installed as 
President and Janet Brunger 
was elected President-Elect. 
Susan Bernier replaces Terri 
Scott as Provincial Life 
Member Liaison. The 2018 
Provincial Convention will 
be hosted by Mary Mother of 
the Church in Saint Bonifice 
on June 2-3. 
Members were reminded 

to consider a donation to the 
CWL Foundation, care of 
the CWL National Office in 
Winnipeg, for the education 
of Catholic women. 

Contributed by
By Terri Scott

Parish Retreat 
Sat. Nov. 25th

Good Shepherd Church
Portage la Prairie 

Walk a New and Hopeful Path
Addictions awareness, mental health, anxiety, 

depression, healing and  hope

Guest speaker: 
Archbishop 

Sylvain Lavoie

10:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m.
Lunch included.

Healing Eucharist 7:00 p.m.

No registration fee but please pre-register at 
goodshepherdministryofhope@gmail.com 

Good Shepherd Church 
is located at 

1125 Saskatchewan Avenue East
Portage la Prairie, Man.

Five Sisters of Our Lady of the Mis-
sions from the Asian provinces of 

Vietnam, India and Myanmar, have 
come to Canada to participate in an in-
tensive course on their Mother Found-
ress, Euphrasie Barbier. As a break 
from their heavy schedule they par-
ticipated in mini-courses in Winnipeg 
on Canon Law, Prayer, Cosmology, 
Eco Theology and The Universe Story. 
These courses were given by Srs. Betty 
Iris Bartush, Sandra Stewart, Sheila 
Madden, Veronica Dunne and Denise 
Kuyp. Our visitors were with us until 
October.

— Contributed by Sr. Jackie Bartush

Local RNDMs Welcome International Sisters 

Archbishop Gagnon is joined at the head table by CWL Provincial President 
Faith Anderson, at the archbishop’s left, and Winnipeg Diocesan President 
Rose Anne Seymour across the table.
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“Synod” means to come together, to walk together, to go forward upon a path.
Our Synod looks at this question: “How can we live our lives as disciples today?”

A Review of, and Look Ahead at, the 
Synod Process: Pentecost, 2016 to Pentecost, 2018

• On Pentecost, May 15, 2016 Archbishop Richard Gagnon convoked 
the Preparation Phase of  the Archdiocesan Synod, the first ever in the 
Archdiocese of  Winnipeg. This follows the centennial of  the Archdiocese 
in 2015. “We now look to the next 100 years,” wrote Archbishop Gagnon 
in his Pastoral Letter of  May 8, 2016. The challenge, he wrote, is: “To 
become a Church of  missionary disciples…”

• A Synod Secretariat and Synod Preparatory Commission were 
established in Spring, 2016, to assist the Archbishop in planning the 
synod process

• Listening Sessions were held from September to December 2016. 
There were 14 such gatherings held throughout the archdiocese with 
a total of  over 900 participants who shared their hopes, concerns 
and visions for the local church. Out of  the Listening Sessions three 
major themes emerged:

1. Education and formation for evangelization and formation 
of  missionary disciples.

2. Transmitting faith to and involving all the baptized in the life 
and mission of  the church; especially the next generation (children 
and youth) and inactive Catholics.

3. Outreach and service to the poor and marginalized with 
missions of  charity, mercy, and justice.

 • Focus Commissions were created based on the find-
ings of  the Listening Sessions and from January to June, 
2017, nine Focus Commissions developed proposals on how 
to respond to  the concerns and hopes raised in the Listening 
Sessions. Each commission producesd a White Paper, each of  
which can be read in its entirety in the Synod 2016-2018 section 
of  the Archdiocese of  Winnipeg website, www.archwinnipeg.ca.

• Synod General Sessions: Starting in November and lasting to April, 2018, more than 
200 delegates from parishes, missions, institutions and groups will gather for six Synod General Sessions to dis-
cuss and discern a pastoral direction for the Archdiocese of  Winnipeg for the coming years.

• Implementation Commission: In Spring 2018 an Implementation Commission will assist and advise 
the Archbishop in implementing the pastoral directions and initiatives emerging from the Synod. 

• The Synod Will Close on Pentecost, May 20, 2018 with a Closing Liturgy at St. Mary’s Cathedral at 7 p.m.

Archbishop’s Decree Announcing 
the  First Synod of the 

Archdiocese of Winnipeg

Heavenly Father, look upon us your children whom You have 
established and anointed  in Christ your Son.

As we enter our second century as a 
community of faith, we desire to be more and more conformed to Christ.

Help us to find our identity  and  mission in:
Jesus – the Priest who sanctifies

Jesus – the Prophet who teaches the ways of God
Jesus – the King who shepherds and lays down his life for his sheep.

Send your Holy Spirit upon us so that, 
confident of Christ’s love and our union with Him, 

we may be true missionary disciples, 
His light in the world today.

We ask this through 
Christ, Our Lord. Amen

Mary, mother of Jesus 
and His first and greatest disciple, 

pray for us. 

Archdiocese Of  Winnipeg  Synod Prayer and Icon

The Archdiocese of Winnipeg Synod Icon
Used with the kind permission of the 

iconographer Sr Marie Paul Farran, OSB 
of the Monastère des Bénédictines du Mont des Oliviers 

in Jerusalem.
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A Synod of the Archdiocese of Winnipeg

Disciples: Established, Anointed, and Sent in Christ

The Role of Synod Delegates

The delegate’s role is cru-
cial.  Indeed, without its 

delegates a diocesan synod 
is not possible.  

Synod delegates represent 
the whole diocesan church, 
not in the political sense of 
lobbying on behalf of the 
interests of their particular 
community, but as the repre-
sentative voice and ear of all 
sectors of the church – each 
parish, mission, institution 
and group.   In hearing one 
another, they are able to hear 
how the Spirit is speaking to 
the whole Church.

For this reason, the suc-
cess of a diocesan Synod 
depends on the presence and 
full participation of all its 
delegates.   Although it is a 
considerable responsibility, 
there is no need for a dele-
gate to be anxious about his 
or her qualifications to par-
ticipate in the Synod.  Del-
egates are asked simply to 
be themselves and to share 
openly and honestly from 
their experience as disciples 
of Jesus and as members of 
the Church.   

Delegates are asked to:
1. Prepare for each Synod 

session.  To be familiar with 
the Synod’s goals and the 
proposals to be discussed 
and voted on in each session.  
A Delegate’s Handbook has 
been provided to each del-
egate and further resources 
on the Synod page of the 
Archdiocesan website will 
help with this preparation. 
 2. Be present at all synod 
sessions. If a delegate is un-
able to attend, an alternate 
has been designated for each 
delegate. to take the delgate’s 
place should the delegate be 
unable to attend. 
3. Participate fully.
Delegates should take the 

attitude of a learner.   The 
Synod can teach us all a great 
deal about being disciples of 
Jesus, the life of the Church, 
and the rich diversity of our 
Archdiocese. 
4. Speak up.  A delegate 

is encouraged to make hers 
or his  own views known as 
clearly as possible in discus-
sions and voting.
5. Listen carefully to oth-

ers.  Be open to hear the 
hopes and concerns of each 
delegate.
6. Pray. Pray to able to 

hear the movements of the 

Holy Spirit that are being 
expressed through all the 
delegates.
5. Spread the News. Bring 

news of the Synod back to 

your parish or community.
The Synod includes all 

the people of the Archdio-
cese.  It is important that 
delegates keep the people of 

their community’s informed 
on what is happening in the 
Synod sessions.     

Delegates to the Archdiocesan 
Synod’s General Sessions 

are composed of elected mem-
bers, as well as ‘ex officio’ mem-
bers (those who hold a certain 
office/position in the archdiocese) 
and appointed members.
For example ex officio  members 

of the Synod includes  the mem-
bers of the Archdiocesan Council of Priests.

Elected Members Include:
• One priest elected from each of the six deaneries in the 

archdiocese. 
• Two non-ordained members of the Christian faithful 

and one alternate to be selected from every Parish/Mis-
sion  in the Archdiocese with more than 50 families.
• One non-ordained member of the Christian faithful 

and one alternate  to be selected from every Parish/Mis-
sion in the Archdiocese with less than 50 families.
• Four female religious resident in the Archdiocese and 

one alternate.
• Two male religious resident in the Archdiocese and 

one alternate and three permanent 
deacons of the Archdiocese.

Appointed Members
The appointed members shall 

be composed of those freely ap-
pointed by the Archbishop from 
among  the clergy, institutes of 
consecrated life and the laity in 
the Archdiocese including some 

or all members of the Archdiocesan Pastoral Council and 
including some or all members of the Archdiocesan Fi-
nance Council.

Observers and Advisers
The Archbishop may invite, as observers, some minis-

ters or members of other churches and ecclesial commu-
nities.  These observers may attend all sessions and make 
interventions, but do not have a vote.
The Archbishop may appoint advisors to the Synod 

who may address the Synod if requested to do so and 
while they may take part in discussions, they do not have 
a vote.

Who Are the Synod Delegates?

Synod General Sessions
Fri., Nov. 3, 2017

OPENING MASS (Reception to follow) 7:00 p.m.
St. John XXIII Church, 3390 Portage Ave., Winnipeg

Session 1: Sat. , Nov. 4, 2017
9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.

St. John XXIII Church, 3390 Portage Ave., Winnipeg

Session 2: Sat. , December 2, 2017
9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.

St. Paul the Apostle Church, 2400 Portage Ave.,  Winnipeg

Session 3: Sat. , January 20, 2018
9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.

St. John XXIII Church, 3390 Portage Ave., Winnipeg

Session 4: Sat. , February 24, 2018
9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.

St. Paul the Apostle Church, 2400 Portage Ave.,  Winnipeg

Session 5: Sat. , March 17, 2018
9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.

St. John XXIII Church, 3390 Portage Ave., Winnipeg

Session 6: Sat. , April 21, 2018
9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.

St. Paul the Apostle Church, 2400 Portage Ave., Winnipeg

Sunday, May 20, 2018 CLOSING LITURGY 7:00 p.m.
(Reception to follow)

St. Mary’s Cathedral, 353 St. Mary Ave., Winnipeg

Archbishop Gagnon’s 
Pastoral Letter

Disciples: Established, Anointed, and Sent in Christ

On the Solemnity 
of the Ascension, 

May 8, 2016, 
Archbishop 

Gagnon released 
his Pastoral Letter 
setting forth the 

reasons and hopes 
that led to this 

our first Synod in 
the Archdiocese  
of  Winipeg. The 

Pastoral Letter was 
widely circulated 

in the Archdiocese 
and can be found 

on the Archdiocese 
of Winnipeg web-
site in the Synod 
section. Printed 

copies are available 
from the 

Communications 
Office.  Email 

communications@
archwinnipeg.ca, 

or phone (204) 
452-2227 ext. 248, 

or write to the 
Catholic Centre, 1495 Pembina Highway, Winnipeg, MB, R3T 2C6
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All Synod Delegates Make a Profession Of Faith

The coming together of the People of God in a Diocesan Synod to discern the 
priorities for the future direction of the Archdiocese, is not an exercise of 

administration or organization, but rather is an action of the Holy Spirit within 
the hearts of the members of that Local Church. The term Local Church simply 
means the whole diocese. The earliest recorded example of such a gathering is 
found in the Acts of the Apostles (Acts 15:6-29), where the Church in Jerusalem 
came together in an atmosphere of prayer and docility to the Holy Spirit to decide 
on an important pastoral question of Evangelization. They wished to know how 
they were to go to the gentiles with the Good News: “Then the apostles and the 
elders, with the consent of the whole church, decided to choose men from among 
their members and to send them to Antioch…”  Like that first gathering in Jeru-
salem and in every synod since then, we too come before God  open to the Holy 
Spirit, to help us respond to the pastoral challenges of our day. For us, the question 
is Discipleship — how to be a faithful disciple today in the challenging circum-
stances of our times? To answer this question, the People of God have gathered 
together around their Archbishop so as to understand what the Holy Spirit is say-
ing to our Church. It has been a practice of the Church from the very beginning to 
seek a formal way by which the sense of the faith (sensus fidelium) of believers 
may be discerned so as to determine a unified mission for the future. 
Our two year Synodal process has now arrived at the formal stage of the Synod 

General Sessions. The Delegates, representing different parts of the Archdiocese 
have now been chosen and will begin their spiritual work on behalf of our Local 
Church this November. They are to discern together with their Archbishop, the 
questions and concerns raised by the People of God over the past year. These 
Delegates, over 200 of them, will be gathered publically in God’s name in a spirit 
of unity within the Body of Christ. 
We begin on the evening of November 4th, with the celebration of Holy Mass. 

By so doing we celebrate and express our faith in the Eucharistic Lord — the 
Source and Summit of our faith. During that same celebration, which opens our 
Synod the next morning, every Delegate, along with the Archbishop, will make a 
public Profession of Faith as a sign of our unity and commitment as believers. As 
we are about to embark upon an important moment in the life of our Archdiocese, 

it is necessary that we express our common faith in the doctrines revealed by God 
and taught by the ordinary magisterium of the Church. It is also important that 
we express our unity with Pope Francis as the successor of Peter in the same way  
that the first council in Jerusalem gathered around Peter and the apostles to seek 
the will of God through the promptings of the Holy Spirit. This public Profession 
of Faith is also required of pastors when they assume their new parishes or of 
bishops when they start their episcopal ministry. This profession consists of the 
words of the Nicene Creed (stemming from the First Council in Nicea, 325 AD), 
and concludes with the following words:

A Synod of the Archdiocese of Winnipeg

Disciples: Established, Anointed, and Sent in Christ

“With firm faith, I also believe everything contained 
in the word of God, whether written or handed 

down in Tradition, which the Church, either by a solemn 
judgment or by the ordinary and universal Magisterium, 
sets forth to be believed as divinely revealed.
I also firmly accept and hold each and everything defini-

tively proposed by the Church regarding teaching on faith 
and morals.
Moreover, I adhere with religious submission of will and 

intellect to the teachings which either the Roman Pontiff or 
the College of Bishops enunciate when they exercise their 
authentic Magisterium, even if they do not intend to pro-
claim these teachings by a definitive act.”

By Archbishop Richard Gagnon

Synod Orientation Sessions
Three orientation sessions for the more than 200 delegates to the upcoming 

Synod General Sessions were held Sept. 15 at St. Augustine’s Church, Brandon; Sept. 16 at St. Viator’s Church, Dauphin;
and Sept. 21 at St. Anthony of Padua Church (WK).



Pope Francis On A Diocesan Synod
Pastoral Visit to Cathedral of San Rufino, Assisi, Italy, October 3, 2013

“I would like to highlight several aspects of your 
life as a Community. I do not wish to tell you 
something new, but rather to confirm you in 

those things which are most important, and which mark 
your journey as a diocese.
1. The first thing is to listen to God’s Word. This is what 

the Church is: …, it is the community that listens with 
faith and love to the Lord who speaks. The pastoral plan 
that you are living out together insists precisely on this 
fundamental dimension. It is the Word of God that inspires 
faith, which nourishes and revitalizes it. And it is the Word 
of God that touches hearts, converts them to God and to 
his logic which is so different from our own. It is the Word 
of God that continually renews our communities...
2. The second aspect is walking. It is one of my favourite 

words when I think about a Christian and about the Church. 
However, it has a special meaning for you: you are about 
to enter into the diocesan Synod. To hold a “synod” means 
to walk together. I think this is truly the most wonderful 
experience we can have: to belong to a people walking, 
journeying through history together with their Lord who walks among us! 
We are not alone, we do not walk alone. We are part of the one flock of Christ 
that walks together.
… The people .. discover, new ways to walk, it has the “sensus fidei,” as 

theologians call it. What could be more beautiful than this? During the Syn-
od, it will be very important to consider what the Holy Spirit is saying to the 
laity, to the People of God, to everyone. 
But the most important thing is to walk together by working together, by 

helping one another, by asking forgiveness, by acknowledging one’s mis-
takes and asking for forgiveness, and also by accepting the apologies of oth-

ers by forgiving … .
3. Therefore: to listen, to walk, and the third aspect is missionary: to pro-

claim even to the outskirts. .. [those places]  where God is absent   ….
Do not be afraid to go out and meet these people and situations. Do not al-

low yourselves to be impeded by prejudice, by habit, by an intellectual or 
pastoral rigidity, by the famous “we’ve always done it this way!”. However, 
we can only go to the outskirts if we carry the Word of God in our hearts and 
if we walk with the Church, like St Francis. Otherwise, we take ourselves, 
not the Word of God, and this isn’t good, it doesn’t help anyone! We are not 
the ones who save the world: it is the Lord himself who saves it!”
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A Synod of the Archdiocese of Winnipeg

Disciples: Established, Anointed, and Sent in Christ

The First Steps ... Listening Sessions
The Synod process began with Listening Sessions for all to attend. The 14 sessions took place throughout the 

Archdiocese with 900 participants and included specific events for youth, First Nations communities and the poor and 
marginalized. All were invited to speak directly to Archbishop Gagnon and respond to three questions:  What do you 

appreciate about your church? What is your vision for your archdiocese? What should be your church’s priorities? 
These sessions form the foundation for the Synod General sessions and set the priorities for the 

Archdiocese of Winnipeg moving forward.

At left, Archbishop Gagnon meets with the Holy 
Father during the Archbishop’s Ad Limina visit to 
the Vatican last spring. Above, the Pope greets 
crowds on Palm Sunday 2017 at St Peter’s 
Square in the Vatican.
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Archbishop Gagnon an-
nounced a number of 

pastoral appointments since 
the last issue of the New 
Wine Press.. The appoint-
ments became effective July 
1, 2017 (unless otherwise 
noted). “I am grateful to  all 
of these priests for their will-
ingness to accept these ap-
pointments for the good of 
our local church,” said Arch-
bishop Gagnon.
1. Reverend Wayne G. 

Morrissey  becomes Pastor 
of St. John Brebeuf Parish  
in Winnipeg.
2. Reverend Leo M. 

Femandes becomes Pastor 
of Sacred Heart Parish in 
Virden and Paroisse St-Jean 
in Grande-Clairiere.
3. Reverend Barry D. 

Schoonbaert becomes Pas-

tor of Christ the King Parish 
in Stonewall, St. Joseph’s 
Parish in Stony Mountain 
and St. John Vianney in Teu-
lon.
4. Reverend Mark A. Tar-

rant becomes Pastor of St. 
Vital Parish in Winnipeg.
5. Reverend Kaleab E. 

Abdella becomes Priest 
Chaplain of the Holy Saviour 
Geez Rite Community lo-

cated at St. Paul the Apostle 
Parish in Winnipeg and Pa-
rochial Vicar of St. John 
Brebeuf Parish in Winnipeg.
6. Reverend S. Eric Zadji 

becomes Pastor of Our Lady 
of Victory Parish in Winni-
peg.
7. Reverend Patrick 

Neufeld becomes Pastor of 
Ste-Rose-de-Lima Parish in 
Ste-Rose-du-Lac, Paroisse 

Notre-Dame-des-Victoires 
in Laurier and Our Lady of 
the Nativity Parish in Mc-
Creary, Notre Dame Par-
ish in Toutes-Aides, Holy 
Family in Crane River, St. 
Joseph’s in Ebb & Flow, 
St. Patricia’s in Mallard, St. 

Anthony’s in Rorekton, 
Immaculate Conception in 
Skownan, Canadian Martyrs 
in Waterhen and the reduced 

service mission of Immacu-
late Heart of Mary in Mead-
ow Portage.

 Upon Presentation 
by their Provincial

1. Reverend Alfred 
Grzempa OMI, currently 
Pastor of Holy Ghost Par-
ish in Winnipeg was recently 
elected Provincial of the As-
sumption Province of the 
Oblates of Mary Immacu-

late.  We congratulate Fr Al-
fred and wish him well in his 
new ministry. We also thank 
him for his ministry at Holy 
Ghost Parish over the past 
three years. 
2. Reverend Jacek Noso-

wicz OMI becomes Pas-
tor of Holy Ghost Parish in 
Winnipeg effective Sept. 1, 
2017.

Archbishop announces personnel appointments
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That Lutherans and Catho-
lics share a common con-

fession of faith, are bound by 
the sacrament of baptism and 
are nourished by the same 
scriptures; make clear the two 
share the same foundations 
of Christian faith, according 
to a Professor of Theological 
Studies.
“Lutherans and Catholics 

have been re-reading their 
common history and learn-
ing how far we have come 
together on the path from 
conflict to communion,” said 
Prof. Matthew Robert Ander-
son of Concordia University, 
Montreal, as he addressed, 
via video, the fifth and final 
ecumenical study session 
sponsored by the Catholic 
and Lutheran Churches of 
Winnipeg commemorating 
the 500th Anniversary of the 
Reformation.
The study sessions were 

held at Lutheran and Catholic 
churches beginning in Febru-
ary and concluded June 20 at 
First Lutheran Church. Each 
gathering carried a differ-
ent theme connected to the 
Commemoration of the Ref-
ormation based on the docu-
ment, From Conflict to Com-

munion: Lutheran- Catholic 
Common Commemoration 
of the Reformation in 2017, 
a product of Lutheran and 
Roman Catholic dialogue 
over the past fifty years; and 
the theological agreement 
outlined in The Joint Dec-
laration on the Doctrine of 
Justification, signed in 1999. 
The Winnipeg sessions were 
titled Commemorating the 
Reformation; Conflict Breaks 
Communion; From Conflict 
to Communion; Growth in 
Communion through Dia-
logue; and Commitment to 
Communion.  Each session 
included a short video pre-
sentation with the final one 
provided by Prof. Anderson. 
“Seeking union requires 

that we know each other 
more deeply,” Anderson said. 
“That we esteem the many 
gifts of the church present in 
each other’s traditions. This 
has happened through the 
centuries wherever unnamed 
Christians living side by side 
and led by God’s spirit have 
shown good will and sought 
to live in friendship. We saw 
how the modern ecumenical 
movement began to bring 
Christians together to work 

for the reconciliation between 
Christian churches. An impor-
tant impetus for these efforts 
is the mutual recognition of 
the sacramental bond of bap-
tism that unites us to Christ 
and brings us into commu-
nion with one another in his 
ecclesial body, the church.”
“We learned how through 

the practice of dialogue many 
scholars and church leaders 
worked to overcome misun-
derstandings and doctrinal 
disagreements. The practice 

of dialogue can also help us 
to build trust, mutual respect 
and better knowledge of one 
another at the local level. 
All five videos can be found 

on the YouTube website by 
searching Joint Ecumeni-
cal Commemoration of the 
Reformation.
Co-chairs of the Roman 

Catholic – Evangelical Lu-
theran Church in Canada 
working group for the 500th 
Year Commemoration of the 
Reformation, were Arch-

bishop Richard Gagnon and 
Rev. Susan Johnson, National 
Bishop of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Canada.
In a letter to the faithful of 

the Archdiocese of Win-
nipeg, Archbishop Gagnon 
explained the “immense sig-
nificance” of the events of 
Oct. 31, 2016 at the 1000-
year old Lutheran cathedral 
in Lund, Sweden, when Pope 
Francis joined with leaders of 
the Lutheran World Federa-
tion (LWF) to commemorate 

the 500th Anniversary of the 
Protestant Reformation. The 
LWF Bishop, Dr. Munib A. 
Younan, and General Secre-
tary, Rev. Dr. Martin Junge, 
participated with Pope Fran-
cis “in a communal liturgy 
highlighting the fruits of Lu-
theran-Catholic dialogue.”
The final study session 

concluded with five com-
mitments made by Lutherans 
and Catholics: To begin from 
the perspective of unity, not 
division; To continuously be 
transformed by the encounter 
with the other and the mutual 
witness of faith; To seek vis-
ible unity, to elaborate togeth-
er what this means in concrete 
steps, and to strive repeatedly 
toward this goal; To jointly 
rediscover the power of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ for our 
time; To witness together to 
the mercy of God in proc-
lamation and service to the 
world.

Contributed by
James Buchok

Five candles were lighted to mark five commitments made between Catholics 
and Lutherans. 

Lutherans and Catholics Share foundations of Christianity 

I was very fortunate to have 
the opportunity to attend 

the Returning to Spirit (RTS) 
Non-Indigenous Workshop 
from August 28-31.  Held 
at Micah House (where the 
RTS head office is located), 
I joined 10 other participants 
of all different ages and faith 
backgrounds for an incred-
ibly profound experience.
Three trainers led us 

through a series of exercises 
– each one building on the 
previous – designed to help 
us discover the truth of our-
selves, to return to the spirit 
of who we are.  By peeling 
away the layers of pain and 

emotions of significant life 
experiences, we were called 
to discover the truth of who 
we are and begin removing 
all of the barriers that pre-
vent us from sharing our true 
selves with the world. It was 
intense, emotional, challeng-
ing, and at times painful.  
And it was freeing and life-
giving. We emerged trans-
formed and strengthened to 
begin sharing our true selves 
with the world.  Recogniz-
ing that this won’t be easy, 
and that some accountabil-
ity would be required, we 
paired off with the intention 
of keeping in touch with our 

partner to check in and con-
tinue working on removing 
the barriers.
Of course this was the start 

of our journey. Returning 
to our spirit and learning 
how to live it and share it 
is an on-going process.  In 
the months to come we will 
have the opportunity to at-
tend various seminars as 
well as a five-day Reconcili-
ation Workshop where we 
will gather with people who 
have participated in the RTS 
Indigenous Workshop.
Workshops are offered on 

a regular basis. It does not 
matter what your knowledge 

of Indigenous people or resi-
dential schools is or isn’t. 
RTS is for everyone. There 
is so much to be gained by 
participating, and nothing to 
lose.  Participating may call 
you to step outside of your 
comfort zone, but the fruits 
of it will be well worth it.
For more information, visit 

www.returningtospirit.org, 
find them on Facebook, or 
call 204-889-4579.

Contributed by Nicole Savard
Pastoral Associate
St. Vital Parish
Director of Campus Ministry
St. Maurice  School

Returning To Spirit ‘Is For Everyone’ 

Participants and Trainers of the Returning to Spirit Non-
Indigenous Workshop Aug 28-31 at Micah House, Winni-
peg. Returning to Spirit works in three separate gath-
erings; for indigenous people, non-indigenous people, 
and finally the two groups meet together.
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Saturday, Oct. 7  Couples for Christ Conference                      
    Immaculate Conception Parish, Winnipeg
Sunday, Oct. 8   11:30 am  Mass, St Mary’s Cathedral
Tuesday,Oct. 10           11:30 am CHSM Meeting, St Boniface
    3:00 pm Return to Spirit Board Meeting, Winnipeg
Wednesday, Oct. 11 4:00 pm Archdiocesan Finance Council Meeting    
    Catholic Centre Winnipeg
Thursday, Oct. 12 10:30 am, Council of  Priests Meeting 
    Catholic Centre, Winnipeg
Friday, Oct. 13           12:30 pm, Martyr’s Mass, St. Paul’s High School        
    Winnipeg
Saturday, Oct. 14           11:00 am, Archdiocesan Pastoral Council Meeting                  
    St. John Brebeuf  Parish, Winnipeg
Sunday, Oct. 15           11:00 am Mass & Pastoral Visit
    Paroisse Notre-Dame-des-Victoires, Laurier
Tuesday, Oct. 17           11:00 am Aboriginal Ministry Meeting
    St. Dominic’s Parish, Neepawa
Wednesday,  Oct. 18 5:00 pm Brandon Serra Club Dinner
      St. Augustine’s Parish, Brandon
Saturday, Oct. 21           11:00 am Mass to Install Lectors 
    (Permanent Diaconate Candidates)           
    St. Benedict’s Monastery, Winnipeg
    4:00 pm Mass to Confer Papal Knighthood on 
    Dr. Paul Adams, St. Paul’s College, Winnipeg
Sunday, Oct. 22           11:00 Confirmation, St. Mary’s Parish, Souris
Tuesday, Oct. 24           12:30 pm CHAM AGM, St. Boniface
Wednesday, Oct. 25          7:00 pm Serra Club Dinner, Caboto Centre, Winnipeg
Thursday, Oct. 26           9:30 am Bishops of  Manitoba Meeting 
    Ukrainian Chancery, Winnipeg
    12:30 pm Bishops Meeting with Religious 
    Communities Leadership, Ukrainian Chancery, Winnipeg
Friday, Oct. 27           Meeting with Bishop Fikremarium of  the 
    Eritrean Community, Winnipeg
Saturday,  Oct. 28           St. Kateri Parish Day of  Reflection,  Winnipeg
Sunday, Oct. 29           Mass & Pastoral Visit to St. Ellen’s Church, Barrows
Monday, Oct. 30           5:00 pm, St. Paul’s College Board of  Governors
    Winnipeg
Nov., 1-2                    CHSM Retreat, Lakeview Resort , Gimli
Friday, Nov. 3        7:00 p.m. Opening Mass for the Synod

    St. John XXIII Parish, Winnipeg
Saturday, Nov. 4        9:00 am  First Synod Session, St John XXIII Parish           
    Winnipeg
Sunday, Nov. 5        10:30 am Mass for International Day
    St. Mary’s Academy, Winnipeg
Tuesday, Nov. 7        6:00 pm St Paul’s High School Ignatian Award Dinner         
    Convention Centre, Winnipeg
Wednesday, Nov. 8        4:00 pm CHSM AGM
Friday, Nov. 10     9:00 am Visit & Remembrance Day Service
    Gonzaga School, Winnipeg
Sunday, Nov. 12     10:00 am Confirmation, Our Lady of  Seven Sorrows  
    Parish, Camperville
Monday, Nov. 13     6:00 pm, House of  Peace Welcome Home Dinner                 
    Convention Centre, Winnipeg
Tuesday, Nov. 14     3:00 pm Return to Spirit Board Meeting, Winnipeg
Saturday, Nov. 18     4:00 pm Mass & Pastoral Visit      
    Church of  the Annunciation, Woodlands
Sunday, Nov. 19     8:00 am Mass & Pastoral Visit 
    St Olaf’s Parish, Lundar
                                                10:00 am Mass & Pastoral Visit
    St Laurent Parish, St Laurent
                                               `12:00 pm Mass & Pastoral Visit, St Erik’s, Eriksdale
                                                3:00 pm Mass & Pastoral Visit,  St Theresa’s, Lake Man
Tuesday, Nov. 21     10:30 am Priestly Wellness Committee
    Catholic Centre, Winnipeg
Wednesday, Nov. 22     7:00 pm Catholic Schools Board of  Consultors 
    Meeting, Catholic Centre, Winnipeg
Thursday, Nov. 23     6:00 pm Misericordia Health Centre Long Service 
    Dinner, Fort Garry Hotel, Winnipeg
Saturday, Nov. 25 Diocesan Youth Day,  Immaculate Conception Parish   
    Winnipeg
Sunday, Nov. 26     11:30 am Mass & Pastoral Visit      
    St Francis de Sales Church of  the Deaf,  Winnipeg
Nov. 28-29               Catholic-Lutheran Dialogue Meeting, Toronto
Nov. 29-30               CCCB Permanent Council Meeting, Ottawa
Saturday, Dec. 2        9:00 am Second Synod Session
    St Paul the Apostle Parish, Winnipeg
Sunday, Dec. 3        11:30 am Mass, St Mary’s Cathedral

Archbishop Gagnon’s Schedule  

The Catholic Women’s 
League of St Viator’s 

Church in Dauphin organized 
a pilgrimage undertaken on 
July 13. Beginning at St. Via-
tor’s, after Morning Prayer at 
9:15,  a group of 30 pilgrims 
including Father John Legiti-
mas, hopped into their cars 
and headed out.  
First stop was Notre Dame 

de Toutes Aides Parish, at 
Toutes Aides, on the shores 
of Toutes Aides Bay, Lake 
Manitoba.  This hundred year 
old church (still in use today) 
is on a beautiful property that 
includes a well kept cemetery.  
We were met by John Psheb-
niski, a local parishioner, and 
Father Nepolion Suvakin. 

As recently as the 1970s five 
priests resided in the rectory 
attached to the church, serv-
ing the northern missions and 
learning the Saulteaux lan-
guage.  The high ceilings, pil-
lars, and paintings make this 
church beautiful to observe.  
The St. Lawrence Knights 

of Columbus meet in a large 
boardroom just behind the 
sanctuary.  A small kitchen, 
living room and bathroom 
complete the main floor. A 
staircase led us to the attached 
living quarters, with books 
still on the library shelves. 
This would be the perfect re-
treat facility! Everyone was 
impressed with the beautiful 
architecture and stylings.

The next stop was on the 
shores of Lake Winnipegosis 
at Our Lady of Seven Sor-
rows Church, in Camperville, 
Manitoba.  This impressive 
huge stone church is also over 
one hundred years old and 
was once a safe haven for fish-
ermen caught on Lake Win-

nipegosis in winter storms.  
The entrance doors are huge 
and very welcoming.  Once 
inside we were taken with 
the beautiful paintings, stat-
ues and overall architecture 
of this wonderful, holy place.  
Father John Okuson, Pastor, 
welcomed us to Camperville.  

Father Okuson then celebrat-
ed Mass with concelebrants 
Father Legitimas and Father  
Suvakin.  Following Mass 
we were invited into the hall 
directly behind the sanctuary, 
where we brought in our pic-
nic baskets for fellowship and 
lunch. After lunch we were 
given a tour led by Evelyn 
Lariviere, a parishioner and 
long time resident of Camp-
erville. We were amazed by 
the hidden gems inside this 
church.  Large spaces in the 
attic are used to store the 
flowers used for the differ-
ent seasons. There is also an 
impressive view of the altar 
from the choir loft. There 
is some cracking around a 

large circular window high 
on the back that needs repair.  
The parish is looking to raise 
funds for upgrades.
It was an amazing pilgrim-

age, and all within a hundred 
miles of Dauphin! Thank you 
to all who participated and 
all who were instrumental 
in each of the parishes that 
helped make us aware of the 
beauty within our own arch-
diocese.
A great day was had by all in 

attendance and we are look-
ing forward to another ‘road 
trip’ next year.

Contributed by
Laverne Hudson

   While in Rome in March 
for the ad limina visit, 

Archbishop  Gagnon was 
able to pay a visit to the Is-
land of Malta.  While there 

he had an opportunity 
to meet with Fr Joseph 

Caruso, a retired priest of 
our Archdiocese.  Origi-

nally from Malta, starting 
in 1968,  Fr. Caruso served 

in the Chancery Office,  
including  as Judicial Vicar 

of the Marriage Tribunal 
from  1976-1988.  Since 

1988 Fr. Caruso has been 
retired in Malta.  

In His Travels, Archbishop Gagnon Visits With Our Retired Priests

While in Charlottetown, PEI,  for the National CWL Convention in August,  
Archbishop Gagnon was able to meet with Msgr. Louis McCloskey, on the 
archbishop’s left,  and Anne and Al McMurdie of St. John XXIII Parish, Win-
nipeg. Msgr. McCloskey returned to PEI in 2016 after serving in many par-
ishes of our Archdiocese over the past 56 years. 

St. Viator’s, Dauphin, CWL group embarks on ‘local’ pilgrimage

Our Lady of Seven Sorrows Church, Camperville, Man.  Photo 
from the Archbishop’s Blog, www.archwinnipeg.ca


