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The folowing is a 
reflection on the work of 

the synod contributed 
by Synod Delegate 

Johnston Smith

For the first time in its 
history, the Archdiocese 

of Winnipeg is conduct-
ing a Synod. Archbishop 
Richard Gagnon began the 
Synod on Pentecost 2016 
and announced his inten-
tion to close it on Pentecost 
2018. It began with work by 
a General Preparatory Com-
mission which organized 

listening sessions throughout 
the archdiocese to which all 
Catholics were invited. Next, 
various Focus Commissions 
prepared recommendations 
for the Synod delegates to 
consider; these recommen-
dations were based upon 
the listening sessions. The 
areas covered are Vocations 
and Leadership; Marriage 
and Family; Catechetics and 
Faith Development; Social 
Outreach; Church Gover-
nance; Indigenous People; 
New Evangelization and 
Missionary Outreach; Sac-

ramental Preparation, Prayer 
and Devotional Life; Youth 
and Young Adults.
The main objective of a di-

ocesan synod is to discover 
what is known as the sensus 
fidelium, “the sense/percep-
tion of Christ’s Faithful.” 
While synod delegates have 
clergy and religious among 
their number, the bulk of 
the delegates come from the 
various parishes in the arch-
diocese, two delegates from 
each larger parish and one 
from each of the smaller par-
ishes. Together, the delegates 
discern how the Holy Spirit 
is at work in our archdioc-
esan church in this particular 
time. Through discerning 
the movement of the Holy 
Spirit, the Synod will offer 

the archdiocesan church a 
plan for its pastoral mission, 
a plan guided and inspired 
by the Holy Spirit.
The Synod’s first three gen-

eral sessions occurred from 
November, 2017 through 
January, 2018. In his hom-
ily at the opening mass for 
these sessions, Archbishop 
Gagnon reminded delegates 
that the word “synod” has its 
roots in a Greek term mean-
ing “walking together.” It is 
hard to capture in writing 
the spirit of these General 
Sessions. It was unlike any 
other large gathering I have 
attended. Unlike a political 
convention or a large sport-
ing event, there was no com-
petition, no maneuvering, no 
jockeying:  people genuinely 

listened with attention to 
what others had to say.  No 
delegates gave speeches and 
no arguments took place. 
Rather, delegates are called 
to listen to one another and 
to the Faithful in our various 
parishes and, most impor-
tantly, to the promptings of 
the Holy Spirit and to cast 
our votes according to the 
best interests of the whole 
archdiocesan church and not 
just according to our own 
opinions.
We all know the experi-

ence of being in a heated 
discussion with someone, 
how we really aren’t listen-
ing to the other’s arguments:  
rather, we’re focused on our 
own next riposte. Well, the 
synod experience had none 

of this. In my discussion 
group there was occasional 
questioning on this or that 
but one got the sense that 
all involved were seriously 
trying to witness to Our 
Lord’s Last Supper prayer: 
May they all be one.
The first two general 

sessions considered the 
proposals from the vari-
ous focus commissions, 
which had been distributed 
well in advance. Delegates 
were seated around tables 
in groups of about 10. 
The Chair from one of the 
commissions would brief-
ly present the proposals.  

The Assembly of West-
ern Catholic Bishops 

(AWCB) held its annual 
conference in the neigh-
bouring Archdioceses of 
St. Boniface and Winnipeg 
this year, as the gathering 
became one of many events 
in the celebrations for Cath-
olica 200, undertaken by the 
Archdiocese of St. Boni-
face.
In 1818, Bishop Norbert 

Provencher arrived at the 
Red River Settlement to es-
tablish the Catholic Church 
in the Canadian West and 
became the first bishop of 
the Diocese of the North-
west, founded in 1847 in St. 
Boniface.
Two hundred years later, 

25 bishops serving Canada’s 
west and northwest came 
together Feb. 27 to March 
1, to mark the momentous 
anniversary, share brother-
hood, and to discuss issues 
of importance to the church 
and society.
The current AWCB presi-

dent, Archbishop Richard 
Gagnon, said deliberations 

covered a range of topics in-
cluding: safe environments 
for children and vulnerable 
adults; relations with indig-
enous peoples and efforts at 
reconciliation following the 
Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission; the difficulties 
for people of faith arising out 
of physician assisted suicide 
and euthanasia; youth minis-
try initiatives to form leaders; 
social justice concerns rela-
tive to the poor and the role 
of Caritas International under 
the auspices of Development 
and Peace in meeting these 
needs; and, added Arch-
bishop Gagnon, “regional 
concerns from Winnipeg to 
Vancouver to the arctic were 
discussed at length.”
Established in 1974, AWCB 

gathers the Bishops of the 
Roman Catholic and East-
ern Catholic Churches of the 
four Western Canadian prov-
inces, the Northwest Terri-
tories, Yukon and Nunavut. 
It  serves eighteen Roman 
Catholic dioceses: Calgary, 
Churchill-Hudson Bay, Ed-
monton, Grouard-McLen-

nan, Kamloops, Keewatin-Le 
Pas, MacKenzie-Fort Smith, 
Nelson, Prince Albert, Prince 
George, Regina, Saint-Boni-
face, Saint-Paul, Saskatoon, 
Vancouver, Victoria, White-
horse  and Winnipeg;   and 
four Ukrainian Catholic 
eparchies: Edmonton, New 
Westminster, Saskatoon and 
Winnipeg.
A Mass presided by Arch-

bishop LeGatt was celebrat-

ed at St. Boniface Cathedral 
Feb. 28 with all the bishops, 
many clergy and religious 
and laity. 
The homily was preached 

by Archbishop Gagnon who 
described the week as “a 
privileged moment in the life 
of the Church in the west of 
our country.”
The following is an excerpt 

from Archbishop Gagnon’s 
homily:

 “It is a privileged moment 
because we as bishops from 
the western and north-western 
part of Canada, gathered in as-
sembly, have had the opportu-
nity to reflect on our vocation 
to serve the People of God 
and to collaborate with the or-
dained, the religious men and 
women, and the faithful in this 
great task. What Jesus teaches 
about service in the Gospel to-
day, finds a direct connection 

with what we know and try 
to do through our ministry as 
bishops.”
“We stand on the shoul-

ders of the missionaries 
who came before us, facing 
different hardships, differ-
ent challenges and yes, dis-
appointments, but with the 
same call to mission. After 
giving his teaching on ser-
vice Our Lord also reminds 
us that he will give his life as 
a ransom for many. It is truly 
a humbling experience to 
read the historical accounts 
of many of these early mis-
sionaries; their witness 
through physical hardships, 
the difficulties they faced 
on the western plains and in 
the north, the triumphs and 
disappointments. So many 
of them served with great 
faith and generosity of heart 
sometimes giving up their 
lives for the Gospel so as to 
serve the many, before ever 
seeing the fruits of their la-
bours.”

Canada’s Western and Northern Bishops gather in Winnipeg

From left Archbishop of  St. Boniface Albert LeGatt, Archbishop Luigi Bonazzi, 
Apostolic Nuncio to Canada, and Archbishop Richard Gagnon.

A Synod of the Archdiocese of Winnipeg

Synod challenges faithful to See, Judge and Act

Continued on page 5

Continued on page 5

The fourth General Session of the Synod of the 
Archdiocese of Winnipeg took place Feb. 24 at St. 

John XXIII Parish in Winnipeg with delegates being 
challenged to apply the Gospel call to the synod  ini-

tiatives. The first three General Sessions were focused 
on gathering consensus on 42 proposals arising from 

the nine Focus Commissions.  Now the synod del-
egates are being asked to See, Judge and Act. As the 
then Pope John XXIII explained, “There are three 

stages which should normally be followed when 
seeking the application of social principles into 

practice. First, one reviews the concrete situation; 
secondly, one forms a judgment on it in the light of 
the greater principles; thirdly, one decides what the 

circumstances can and should be to implement 
these principles.”

The Synod of  the Archdiocese of  Winnipeg completed its fourth General Session Feb. 24. Find full coverage 
of  the synod including Focus Commission Reports and videos with delegate interviews on the Archdiocese of  
Winnipeg website, www.archwinnipeg.ca.
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Archbishop Gagnon is pleased to  announce the ap-
pointment  of John Nicholson  as the first director of 

The Office of Development: Serving Parishes and Arch-
diocesan Ministries. 
Premised on the theology of Stewardship the Office of 

Development will focus on three components: 1) the man-
agement of our Annual Appeal, Sharing God’s Gifts; 2) 
the introduction and promotion of a campaign for planned 
giving and 3) assistance to parishes in advising on fund-
raising strategies.
John is already well known in the Archdiocese having 

served as Co-ordinator of the 2017 Sharing God’s Gifts 
appeal. John and his wife Vera are parishioners at Holy 
Family Ukrainian Catholic Parish in Winnipeg.

Director of the Office of Development

John Nicholson

Reverend Henry Uczniak passed away January 14, 2018 
in Poland.

Born on March 2, 1933 in the Archdiocese of  Krakow, 
Fr. Henry was ordained for the Salvatorian Fathers on June 
17, 1958.
In 1975 Fr. Henry came to the Archdiocese of  Winni-

peg where he served in a number of  parishes including as 
assistant at St. Mary’s Cathedral (1975) and St. Augustine 
of  Canterbury Parish in Brandon (1976). Fr. Henry served 
as administrator of  St. Hedwig’s in Brandon (1980-1983), 
Pastor of  Sacred Heart in Virden (1983-1987), Immaculate 
Conception in Rivers (1987-1989), St. Mary’s, Souris, St. 
Jean, Grande Clairiere (1989-1991), St. Joseph the Worker, 
Russell (1991-1995), Notre Dame, Selkirk (1995- 1999) and St. John Cantius in Winnipeg 
(1999-2008).
Fr. Uczniak was incardinated into the Archdiocese of  Winnipeg on October 2, 1980 

and retired from active ministry on June 30, 2008 after thirty three years of  service in the 
Archdiocese of  Winnipeg. May he rest in peace.

Reverend Henry Uczniak 1933-2018

St. Benedict’s Monastery
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When it comes to doing 
something good in 

the world, the Year 6 class 
of the Notre Dame Selkirk 
Catechism Program know 
how to deliver.  
Amanda Vitt, Year 6 Cat-

echist thought that putting 
down the book once in a 
while and teaching a real 
life experience would be a 
good way for her class of 12 
young people to “Love one 
another as I have loved you” 
(John 13:34-35).  
What started out as a sim-

ple discussion with her class 
turned into a plan to host a 
Family Nite FUNdraiser 
in support of the victims of 
the hurricane in Puerto Rico 
in September. On Nov, 13 
these young people served 
a pasta dinner to 160 people 
from Notre Dame Parish and 
the surrounding community.  
Dinner was served “family 
style” at the tables and the 
evening included fun ac-
tivities for children, such as 
face painting and guessing 
how many candies in the jar, 
as well as a bake table and 

Silent Auction.  Entertain-
ment included a short skit 
as well as some interesting 
facts about Puerto Rico, all 
presented by the children 
themselves.  Parishioners 
and parents alike made gen-
erous donations towards the 
event and as a result a total 
of $2,342.41 was raised to 

assist the cause in Puerto 
Rico.
Well done Year 6.

Contributed by
Alane Cason
Catechism Assistant, Year 6
Notre Dame Church
Selkirk

Back L to R: Nicholas Borges, Ian Lavellee, Wesley 
Skrypnyk, Jamison Cyreene, Julianna Sousa. Mid-
dle: Ty Sadowski, Abby Gaborieau, Emily Dropko, 
Bree Bodman, Beau Bodman. Front: Jakob Dainard, 
Jade Vitt. Below, the children serve a pasta dinner.

Selkirk 
catechism 
kids raise 

relief funds

Last year St. Joseph’s 
Church in   Boissevain 

was looking for a way to help  
northern missions in prayer 
and support. Fr. Paul Bis-
son, Pastor of St. Antoninus 
Church in Deloraine, and St. 
Joseph’s Church in Boissev-
ain,  knew Rita and George 
Munroe in Garden Hill, Man. 
from Fr. Bisson’s previous 
parish work in Fisher Branch. 
Rita and George visited St. 
Joseph’s  in Boissevain a few 
times last summer. 
When the parishioners of 

St. Joseph learned that Rita 
and George were seeking a  
guitar and music books for 
their recently renovated Pre-
cious Blood Church in Gar-

den Hill, a request was made  
at announcements and in two 
weeks we were able to pres-
ent these gifts last August.
In addition to the guitar, a 

new guitar case, accesso-
ries for the guitar, 22 music 
books and two books for the 
musicians were provided to 
George and Rita for the Pre-
cious Blood congregation.
St Joseph’s Church has only 

27 families and supports a 
child in the Philippines and 
is also involved with help-
ing settle a second refugee 
family in Boissevan in part-
nership with the other local 
churches.
A helping hand doesn’t need 

to be big in size. It’s the help-

ing attitude that matters the 
most.

A Message from Rita &
George Munroe:

Thank-you to everybody in 
your church, they are very 
kind. We really appreciate 
the song books and the gui-
tars. They are being utilized 
in our church in a spiritual 
way. Our youth is excited to 
utilize the donations. Again 
we thank everybody for their 
kind hearts! Keep praying 
for us.
Photos submitted by Harvey 

Creek

Contributed by
Fr. Paul Bisson

The Ministry of Hope at 
Good Shepherd Parish 

in Portage la Prairie, hosted 
a weekend retreat in No-
vember, 2017.
Walk a New and Hopeful 

Path, was the theme present-
ed by Archbishop Emeritus 
Sylvain Lavoie OMI from 
St. Albert, Alberta.
The weekend began with 

Lectio/Visio/Audio Divina 
on Friday evening. Saturday 
and Sunday sessions were 
based on the twelve step pro-
gram of Alcoholics Anony-
mous. Saturday ended with 
a Eucharistic Celebration 
followed by a healing ser-
vice. Sunday began with a 
Eucharistic celebration fol-
lowed by a pot luck lunch 
and the day ended with a 
powerful sharing circle.
Presentations focused 

on personal and spiritual 
growth, forgiveness, griev-

ing and wellness, reconcili-
ation and addictions aware-
ness. The Archbishop’s 
presentation was tied in with 
his book titled, Walk a New 
Path, Forgiveness, Grieving 
and the Twelve Steps. Par-
ticipants were encouraged 
to connect ideas with three 
models – AA twelve steps, 
the Medicine Wheel and our 
own spiritual beliefs.
Archbishop Lavoie pres-

ently serves as chaplain and 
spiritual director of Star of 
the North Retreat Centre 
in Alberta. He lectures and 
gives workshops and retreats 
internationally. The Arch-
bishop has worked for over 
35 years in northern com-
munities of Manitoba and 
Saskatchewan. Not only did 
he share the knowledge he 
gained and applied in daily 
living with indigenous peo-
ples but also shared his own 

personal life journey and 
healing experience. Many of 
the people present remarked 
about how real, how genu-
ine and how down to earth 
this gifted speaker was.
This retreat provided us 

with an opportunity to come 
together as community with 
all the parishes in the Arch-
diocese of Winnipeg. Spe-
cial thanks to all who made 
this interesting, exciting, and 
powerful weekend such a 
success.
This truly humble man 

graced us with his vast 
knowledge and touched the 
hearts of each and every one 
of us. We left with a feeling 
of hope and optimism that 
we can all be on a path to 
healing.

Contributed by
Denise Payment and
Rosemary Barney

Advent Retreat at St. Viator’s in Dauphin

Retreatants meet with guest speaker 
Ken Yasinski.

Fr. Paul Bisson, right, Pastor of St. Antoninus Church in Deloraine and St. 
Joseph’s Church in Boissevain, presents a guitar and music books to George 
and Rita Munroe for Precious Blood Mission in Garden Hill.

St. Viator’s Parish hosted an 
Advent retreat on Nov. 26-

27.  Ken Yasinski is a lay evan-
gelist out of Saskatoon, who 
works full time for the Catho-
lic Church, he was our guest 
speaker. A father of four with a 
child on the way, he is a busy 
husband and father. 
The theme of the retreat  was:

Living the Catholic Life Full-
ness of Purpose. The topic on 
day one was: What is My Pur-
pose? Day two was: Freedom 
through Forgiveness.
Each evening included music 

and Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament.  

Ken’s powerful testimony 
would touch even the hardest 
of hearts. He is truly a gifted 
speaker and I would highly rec-
ommend having Ken visit any 
parish, we were so blessed to 
have such a dynamic speaker in 
our small community. We usu-
ally have to travel hundreds of 
miles to hear such an amazing, 
and uplifting person. But don’t 
just take my word for it; here 
are several testimonies from 
our attendees:
“Wish we could have someone 

like Ken around to talk like this 
every day.” 
“Very inspirational.” 

“Really worth the time.”
“Very good.  Can’t believe he 

can talk so dynamically for so 
long.” 
“Awesome speaker filled with 

so much love for our Lord Je-
sus.’
“Such a dynamic speaker! 

“Very easy to understand.  He 
includes his own life experi-
ences in his presentations, 
making them so relevant to us. 
So blessed we were here at St. 
Viator’s to have him. Appreci-
ate the fact that he is anointed 
and doing the Fathers will.” 
“Ken Yasinski is a spiritually-

filled animator for contempo-

rary Christians.  The inspired 
sharing on his faith-life experi-
ences can surely move everyone 
to find God in the midst of the 
wilderness of doubts and fears 
in life.”
Ken Yasinski can be found on-

line at www.CatholicSpeaker.
com and his Catholic Minute 
videos can be found on You-
Tube.

Contributed by
Laverne Hudson 
Stewardship Coordinator
St. Viator’s Parish    
Dauphin, Man.

Good Shepherd in Portage reflects on 
‘A New and Hopeful Path’

St. Joseph’s, Boissevain gives 
gift of music to Garden Hill Mission

Retreatants were led by, at right, Archbishop Emeritus Sylvain Lavoie OMI.
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St. Ignatius Centre and Chemin Neuf Offer Spiritual Exercises 
The Spiritual Exercises of 

St. Ignatius of Loyola 
have been the core of the Je-
suit way of life since the So-
ciety of Jesus was founded. 
In the past 40 years, more and 
more Canadian lay people 

have been doing this regimen 
of prayer and contemplation. 
The Spiritual Exercises were 
designed to be made over 30-
40 days in a monastic-style 
setting; however, St. Ignatius 
provided for a means of do-

ing them in ordinary life over 
the course of six or seven 
months. This is the program 
which Winnipeg’s St. Igna-
tius Parish has been offering 
for about 25 years.
Some of the principal ef-

fects people experience from 
the Spiritual Exercises are; 
finding God in ordinary daily 
life; developing a personal 
relationship with the Risen 
Jesus; learning how to iden-
tify and be freed from desires 
which lead away from God; 
experiencing the reality of 
God’s unconditional love; 
and learning how to make de-
cisions that are guided by the 
Holy Spirit. 
Retreatants commit to do-

ing up to an hour per day of 
prayer in the contemplative 
method, a method which 
stresses the engagement of 
the imagination and the emo-
tions. The focus of the Spiri-
tual Exercises is developing 
a personal, intimate relation-
ship with the Lord Jesus, 
using Gospel stories as the 
inspiration. While praying 
the Exercises, each retreatant 
meets each week one-on-one 
with a spiritual director, a per-
son trained in guiding others 
through the Exercises. 
The program begins each 

May with an exploratory 
“taste” of the Ignatian style 
of prayer. Candidates then 
decide whether they wish to 
begin the Exercises in the au-
tumn.  In October, the actual 
Exercises begin. They con-
clude in May the following 
year. 
Several of the 2016-17 re-

treatants offered comments 
on their experience of the 
Exercises. Said one; “I was 

able to recognize what my 
motivations were behind 
my sinful actions. I can now 
identify certain triggers that 
cause me to engage in sinful 
behaviour.” Another spoke 
of feeling greater emotion 
during prayer; “I now have 
the skills to think about God 
when I pray, rather than just 
focusing on myself or the 
needs of loved ones.”
“I am closer to Jesus,” 

said another retreatant, “and 
experience Him directly 
sometimes and truly am as-
tonished at what he says and 
does in my life.” Another 
said; “I now will not make 
my own decisions without 
praying on them and talking 
to God about what He wants 
for me.” And lastly; “I had a 

life changing experience that 
I will incorporate for the rest 
of my life.”
The exploratory/introduc-

tory sessions occur this year 
at the St. Ignatius Education 
Center for five consecutive 
Tuesday evenings, 7-8:30 
beginning May 1. Those in-
terested in joining this explo-
ration should contact the Ed-
ucation Center Director Val 
Forrest by phone at 204-453-
9243 or by email,  education.
center@stignatiusparish.ca 

Contributed by
Johnston Smith, a spiritual 
director in the St. Ignatius 
Spiritual Exercises Program.

St. Ignatius Education Centre starts 
with introductory sessions 

leading to a six-month program. See 
details in accompanying article.

The Chemin Neuf Community 
offers a 7-Day Silent Retreat based 

on the Spiritual Exercises of 
St.  Ignatius, April 27-May 4 at the 
St. Charles Retreat Centre, 323 

St. Charles Street. For details email 
stcharlesretreat@hotmail.com or 

phone 204-885-2260. 

An Interfaith peace gath-
ering entitled, Building 

Bridges, took place Sept. 20, 
2017 at Our Lady of Perpet-
ual Help Parish in Winnipeg, 
with a number of participants 
from various faith traditions.
Rev. Msgr. Maurice Co-

meault welcomed partici-
pants, which was then fol-
lowed by an honour greeting 
to all faiths and a prelude-
reflection accompanied by 
Indigenous drum and flute 
song. 
A dedication to World 

Peace was given in honour 
of various faith celebrations, 
including: Rosh Hashanah 
(Judaism); Nowatree (ISK-
CON); Eid (Islam); Nagar 
Kirtan (Sikhism); National 
Aboriginal Day (Indigenous 

Peoples); Bahai’s 100th 
Anniversary celebra-
tions; Diwali (Hindu-
ism); Bodhi Day (Bud-
dhism); the Feast of the 
Immaculate Concep-
tion (Catholicism); and 
Christmas.
A prayer for relief 

from natural disasters 
in Antigua, India, Afri-
ca, Mexico and the U.S. 
(Texas and Florida) was 
read by Msgr. Stan Jaworksi, 
and was accompanied by 
the Gong of Silence by Rev. 
Fredrich Ulrich of the Mani-
toba Buddhist Temple.
Archbishop Gagnon spoke 

of the importance of build-
ing bridges between peoples 
of various faiths in support 
of lasting peace, furthering 

global understanding and 
fostering dialogue amongst 
nations through prayer and 
compassion — this, as cham-
pioned by His Holiness, Pope 
Francis.
Prasadam — the sacred 

meeting and sharing of food 
and drink — was accompa-
nied by dialogue amongst 

all faiths, during which all 
expressed the great need to 
build bridges between our-
selves, within our homes 
and in our communities and 
especially in the service of 
the poor, the needy and the 
marginalized.
All participants agreed to 

continue this commitment 

with a closing affirmation, 
Credo of the Earth which 
was read by Daruka Dasa 
(ISKCON). 
The gathering’s final bless-

ing of kindness and goodwill 
was accompanied by the dis-
tribution of red roses (flow-
ers of compassion) and was 
followed by thank- yous of 

gratitude by Mother of Per-
petual Help Prayer Group 
members Farida and Noble 
Lalbiharie. 
Building Bridges con-

cluded with the singing 
of Simon and Garfunkel’s 
Bridge Over Troubled Water 
by Temple Shalom member, 
Phil Spevak.

On Dec 1, 2017 the ladies 
of St. Dominic’s Catho-

lic Women’s League, along 
with invited guests, celebrat-
ed 40 years as a counsel in 
Neepawa.   
Mass  was con-celebrated by 

Fr. Mark Filips, Fr. Michael 
Wollbaum and Fr. Michael 
Sararimuthu who delivered 
the homily.  A delicious ham 
dinner was served by Chris 
Robinson of     Robin’s Nest 
in Carberry.  

After dinner, the Neepawa 
Choraliers provided an en-
tertaining selection of songs.  
Diocesan representative 
Monika Bingham brought 
greetings and congratulations 
from the Diocesan Counsel.  
Congratulations and bless-

ings  from Archbishop Rich-
ard Gagnon were read aloud. 
Current President Donna 

Huck and founding President 
Velda Bradley spoke about 
women inspired by the Spirit 

responding to God’s call both 
now and over the past 40 
years.  Father Mark, current 
Spiritual Advisor and Fr Mi-
chael Wollbaum, Diocesan 
Spiritual Advisor congratu-
lated the CWL and wished 
them luck in their future en-
deavors.  

Contributed by Mary Platt
St. Dominic’s CWL

St. Dominic’s Neepawa CWL Celebrates 40th Anniversary

Interfaith peace gathering “Builds Bridges” between faiths

Many faith traditions were represented  last September at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish in Winnipeg.
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At the Serra Club Din-
ner last October, I 

shared about the power 
and importance of prayer 
(especially Eucharistic 
Adoration) and a differ-
ence it makes when it 
comes to fostering voca-
tions to priesthood and 
religious life. I’d like to 
summon us as Church – 
the People of God – once 
again to actively pray for 
vocations. It often hap-
pens that we want to pray 
but often in our busy 
lives prayer is first thing 
that gets reduced or even 
pushed aside. The Season 
of Lent is a good time for 
us to pause and return to 
God – to pray. At the heart 
of the process of creating 
a Culture of Vocations in 
our Archdiocese is Prayer. 
This affirms the primacy 
of faith and grace in all 
that concerns vocations to 
the priesthood and to reli-
gious life. I invite you dur-
ing this Lent to start pray-
ing for vocations publicly 
as well as personally.
On the 4th Sudan of Eas-

ter known as the Good 
Shepherd Sunday (World 

Day of prayer for Voca-
tion) we are going to join 
the Universal  Church and 
publicly fulfil the Lord’s 
instruction, to “Pray the 
Lord of the harvest to 
send laborers into his har-
vest” (Mt 9:38, Lk 10:2). 
We are going to gather 
as a diocesan church for 
an evening of Adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament 
(Holy Hour) for Vocations 
presided by our chief 
Shepherd – Archbishop 
Richard Gagnon – at St. 
Mary’s cathedral on April 
22, 2018 at 7:00 PM pray-
ing that God would choose 
from among us His chil-

dren many priests, dea-
cons and religious broth-
ers and sisters. If you are 
unable to attend consid-
er organizing an hour of 
Adoration in your par-
ish. Thank you for your 
prayers and work for vo-
cations to the priesthood 
and religious life from 
our Archdiocese.

“Holy Hour is not a 
devotion; it is a 

sharing in a work of 
redemption.” 

— Fulton J. Sheen

“Bread is important, 
freedom is more  impor-
tant, but most important 

of all is  unbroken fidelity
and faithful adoration.” 

 — Alfred Delp

Contributed by
Fr. Peter Nemcek
Director of Vocations

The Archdiocese of 
Winnipeg

Vocations Office
is supported by your

generous contributions to
Sharing God’s Gifts.

Holy Hour For Vocations April 22

Fr. Peter Nemcek 

Prayer is at the Heart of Vocations ministry 
in the Archdiocese. 
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Bishops Gather, continued from page 1
“During this week of assembly we are sharing and dialoging on many topics of 

concern, some of which are not only challenging but represent real difficulties and 
disappointments. There can even be a fear in our hearts about the future and what 
being faithful to the Gospel might mean for us and the Church. Yet the psalms, 
which the Jews believe King David wrote, represent attitudes of faith in different 
circumstances. David was a sinner and he certainly had difficulties but he remained 
a remarkable man of faith. Today we hear him say: ‘But I trust in you, O Lord; I 
say: You are my God.  My times are in your hand, deliver me from the hand of my 
enemies and persecutors. Save me O Lord in your steadfast love.”
“We ask the Lord to bring much good fruit through our gathering this week and to 

give us the courage and wisdom necessary for these times.”

Contributed by James Buchok

Synod, continued from page 1
Then, if delegates had a need for clarification on a point, they could address the Chair 

via a microphone. The various groups of delegates would then discuss the set of propos-
als for about one-half-hour. Following this, delegates would use their electronic devices 
to record their sense of each proposal:  approve as is; approve with modification; disap-
prove. Results were instantly relayed to all present.
Although all proposals received strong “as is” approval, some of them had significant 

“with modification” approval. Those delegates who had voted either “with modifica-
tion” or “disapprove” were then missioned to email to the Synod Secretariat their sug-
gested modifications or their reasons for disapproval. Delegates were then missioned 
to share with their fellow parishioners about the Synod’s work and listen to their com-
ments.
At the January session, delegates considered the Secretariat’s proposed amendments 

and new proposals which were based upon delegates’ feedback. Delegates discussed 
them and voted upon them. As in the past, delegates who had concerns about this or 
that amended or new proposal have been invited to submit commentary to the Sec-
retariat.
The Synod is scheduled for two more General Sessions in March and April, with 

another having taken place in February, for a total of six General Sessions. The work 
of these sessions will be to prioritize the proposals. In his concluding remarks to 
the January session, the Archbishop compared the process to that of funneling. The 
Synod’s mission will be to discern what is essential in the proposals, to distill them 
and hone them into a plan for action.
For more specific information about the process and the proposals, readers may visit 

www.archwinnipeg.ca

Religious Profession of First Vows

Jan. 3, on the Feast of  the Holy Name of Jesus and in the 175th An-
niversary year of  the Sisters of  the Holy Names of  Jesus and Mary, 

Sr. Michelle Garlinski made her Religious Profession of  First Vows. 
This celebration, which filled St. Gerard Church, gathered SNJMs from 
Manitoba, Ontario and the United States, together with family, friends, 
colleagues and many other religious. Thanks be to God! Pictured 
above, Sr. Michelle Garlinski (middle) professing her Religious Vows in 
both English and French while holding her baptismal candle. At right is 
Sr. Lorraine St. Hilaire, Provincial Superior for Manitoba, and at left is 
Sr. Maureen Delaney, U.S.- Ontario Provincial Superior.    

St. Paul’s High School seeks an 
inspiring leader 

to fill the position of  President
Reporting to the Board of  Directors, the President is responsible 

for preserving, promoting and advancing the Ignatian Mission and 
Identity of  the school, which forms the basis for everything we do at 
St. Paul’s. The President will provide enthusiastic, mission-centered 

leadership overseeing all aspects of  St. Paul’s faith formation, operations, advancement, 
facilities, and public relations.

St. Paul’s High School is an independent, university preparatory Catholic school for 
young men based in the Jesuit tradition. St. Paul’s High School is a well-regarded educa-

tional institution with roughly 575 students spanning grades 9-12. 
To view a full Job Posting, please visit our website a: www.stpauls.mb.ca

Candidates should submit application materials to the attention of  Mr. Andre Kriening 
(Board, Chair & Search Committee, Chair) at search@stpauls.mb.ca by March 28, 2018.
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The church isn’t perfect, 
says a Catholic theolo-

gian, and he advises anyone 
who finds a group of perfect 
people to not join them, 
“because you’ll wreck it.”
Dr. Brett Salkeld, Archdi-

ocesan Theologian for the 
Roman Catholic Archdio-
cese of Regina, backed his 
statement by reminding that 
Jesus said he didn’t come for 
the healthy, he came for the 
sick. “We are all sinners,” 
said Salkeld, “Christian or 
not all of us will mess up.”
Salkeld was in Winnipeg 

Feb. 17 to present a Catho-
lic Discussion Forum, and 
to answer a range of ques-
tions about faith versus rea-
son, Church credibility, and 
Catholic sexual teaching.
The event was sponsored 

by the Archdiocese of Win-
nipeg. One of the day’s 
organizers, Tannis Scott, 
said it was offered to pro-
vide an opportunity for all 
Catholics, whether practic-
ing the faith or struggling 
with it, to get answers to 
questions about Catholic 
teaching. “Many may have 
misconceptions about their 
faith and we wanted to give 
them a chance to become 
more accurately informed.  
We chose three subject ar-
eas we felt were the most 
relevant for today and had 
Dr. Salkeld make a brief 
presentation on each before 

opening it up for questions.  
Questions were anonymous 
(hand written or texted) and 
nothing was off limits.” 
About 50 people attended 

each session which were 
also livestreamed on the 
Archdiocese of Winnipeg 
Facebook page and remain 
available for viewing.
Salkeld  told the gather-

ing at St. Mary’s Academy 
there is no denying people 
have sinned in the name 
of the church, but, he says, 
“don’t simply accept the 
narrative in total.” He said 
Catholics did not burn Gali-
leo at the stake nor did they 
murder millions of women 
on charges of witchcraft.  
And although unjust perse-
cutions are a part of church 
history, “people say things 
that are divorced from real-
ity. We haven’t done every 
awful thing we’re accused 
of.”
Salkeld said another ques-

tionable period in Catho-
lic history, the medieval 
crusades, were  Christian 
armies responding to a call 
for help from eastern Chris-
tians who were under attack, 
although he admits some of 
the campaigns became a 
slaughter of non-believers  
in the name of Jesus.
Salkeld said the wide-

spread sex abuse cases in 
the Catholic Church have 
led many to believe Catho-

lic priests are more likely 
than others to molest chil-
dren, but in fact priests of-
fend at a lower rate than 
society. “Sex abuse occurs 
in families, sports, schools, 
clubs, wherever you have 
humans. In the Catholic 
Church the problem is in-
stitutions allowed one per-
son to cause massive abuse. 
What do you do with them? 
The common response was 
to send that person away for 
psychiatric treatment then 
back to a parish, which is a 
disaster because sex offend-
ers are extremely likely to 
reoffend. “
The correct response, said 

Salkeld, is to take responsi-
bility and do what must be 
done. “We’re getting better 
at it and we’re leading so-
ciety. Are we setting up for 
a perfect church?  I don’t 
like the odds because we’re 
people. There will be an-
other occurrence. This will 
always be a challenge to the 
credibility of the church.”
But with all its dark his-

tory, “how on earth did we 
survive for 2,000 years?,” 
he asked. “Catholicism is 
still the fastest growing re-
ligion in the world.”
Salkeld said over the cen-

turies the church “has pro-
duced remarkable saints 

and remarkable institutions. 
Imagine Canada without 
Catholic schools and hos-
pitals, or anywhere in the 
world. No one does more 
work with HIV victims 
than the Catholic Church. 
You would have a crisis and 
chaos if you closed all the 
Catholic schools and hospi-
tals. These are elements of 
our history that give us im-
mense credibility.” 
Salkeld said the Jesuits 

started schools hundreds 
of years ago to teach the 
poor, “and within  a gen-
eration all the nobles were 
sending their kids  and it 
becomes a wealthy private 
Jesuit school. So the Je-
suits  would start another 
school for the poor. If you 
keep in mind these various 
elements, it’s a remarkable 
amount of work in helping 
the world.”
The Church today, Salkeld 

said, is typically described 
by secular society as being 
behind the times and out of 
step. “It’s not the church’s 
job to offer what the popu-
lar culture tells it to,” he 
said, “and at the same time 
it’s not the church’s job to 
denounce popular culture 
en masse but to recognize 
the good in culture. The 
church does engage with 
culture but I’m not inter-
ested in a church that takes 
its cues from culture just to 

stay credible.”
Salkeld is also director of 

academic formation in the 
Archdiocese of Regina’s 
permanent diaconate pro-
gram. He is author of sev-
eral books, including How 
Far Can We Go? A Catholic 
Guide to Sex and Dating 
(with Leah Perrault) and 
is currently working on a 
book for Catholic teachers. 
Salkeld  has an education 
degree and has worked in 
the formation of Catholic 
teachers across Canada. He 
is also co-host of the Catho-
lic podcast Thinking Faith!, 
with Eric Gurash.
Another of the organiz-

ing team, John Nicholson, 
said he spoke to an attendee 
who said he was undergoing 
a crisis of faith and was con-
sidering leaving the Church.  
“After the event he told me 
that not only was he satis-
fied with what he had heard, 
he was prepared to give the 
Church another go,” Nich-
olson said. Other comments 
included: “Credible, relat-
able, knowledgeable … In-
formative, good for society 
… Thought provoking … 
Very appropriate to issues 
in today’s society … Very 
helpful for my own spiritual 
growth.”

Contributed by
James Buchok

Catholic Discussion Forum

Just like all human beings, Catholics aren’t perfect

Forum organizer Tannis Scott with Dr. Brett Salkeld,  
Theologian for the Archdiocese of Regina.
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Fifteen Manitobans re-
ceived the Governor 

General’s award for out-
standing Indigenous leader-
ship Jan. 9 at Government 
House in Winnipeg, an hon-
our initiated by former Gov-
ernor General of Canada 
David Johnston to honour 
150 such Canadians across 
the country to mark Cana-
da’s 150th year in 2017.
According to the office of 

the Governor General, the 
awards are for “dedicated 
Indigenous and non-Indige-
nous leaders who are work-
ing to strengthen urban and 
rural Indigenous communi-
ties and create an environ-
ment in which reconcilia-
tion is possible.”
“What you have done has 

saved lives and changed 
lives,” said Manitoba’s 
Lieutenant Governor Janice 
Filmon as she bestowed the 
medals on behalf of Gov. 
Gen. Julie Payette. “You are 
builders of understanding 
and hope. This is a celebra-
tion of services and leader-
ship and how we can build 
a better country for all of us. 
Canada is better today be-
cause of your effort.”

Among eight recipients of 
the Sovereign’s Medal for 
Volunteers was Philip Chi-
appetta, executive director 
of Rossbrook House, a Win-
nipeg drop-in centre where 
children and youth can be 
safe, play and learn as an 
alternative to the dangers 
of the streets. Rossbrook is 
open 24 hours a day, 365 
days a year. The centre re-
cruits staff from the young 
people who attend on a reg-
ular basis. 
Rossbrook House was 

founded in 1976 by Sister 
Geraldine MacNamara, 
snjm,  and a group of inner 
city young people. Chiap-
petta started at Rossbrook 
in 1980 lending a hand 
wherever he could, working 
mostly with young teens. 
Today, there might be 40 
to 50 kids at the centre on 
a winter day after school, 
about half under 13, just 
about all indigenous.
Chiappetta said a survey 

by the local Social Planning 
Council shows poverty rates 
in the neighbourhood are 
“sky high” and although the 
number of two parent fami-
lies is increasing there are 

many single parent house-
holds, and a lot of kids live 
with grandparents or other 
relatives and things can get 
crowded. “We’re like a big 
living room for the kids,” he 
said, with televisions, video 
games and board games 
overseen by volunteers who 
also run a homework pro-
gram.
He said poverty and hous-

ing are becoming an issue 
for everyone, not just indig-

enous people. “People be-
come homeless and they are 
thrown into chaos.” Chiap-
petta says most people with 
a good job and a good home 
had the support of the fami-
lies they grew up in.
“We need to address pov-

erty as a society, “ he said. 
“Minimum wage is a sur-
vival wage. We need some 
kinds of universal living in-
come so people can have a 
decent place to live and not 

be stressed to death.”
He said a big part of indig-

enous homelessness is the 
high rate of indigenous chil-
dren in the care of Child and 
Family Services . “There is 
a strong correlation between 
foster care and homeless-
ness,” he said. “They are 
almost released into home-
lessness when they age out 
of care,” at age 18, without 
a family and without the 
skills to make it on their 
own.  But, he adds, there is 
a lot of advocate work being 
done with CFS  to improve 
the system.
Chiappetta  said, there is 

hope “in each generation 
getting a stronger recogni-
tion of their own indigenous 
culture so people are proud 
of it and kids have a better 
sense of themselves. You 
see young people believ-
ing in the future and being 
proud of their heritage.”
He said business and com-

munity groups work hard 
on training and employ-
ment such as Resource As-
sistant for Youth (Ray), Ma 
Mawi Wi Chi Itata Centre 
and Spence Neighbourhood 
Association. 

“Little benchmarks have 
been achieved, “ Chiappetta 
said, with nutritious food 
programs available for kids 
in many non-profit commu-
nity programs, “so maybe 
in 40 years diabetes might 
decline,” he said.
“A hopeful future will be 

based on strong indigenous 
leadership and a sense of 
worth being developed in 
young kids, and a lot of 
community organizations 
doing a lot of good work.”
The Governor General’s 

awards were presented in 
two categories. The Sover-
eign’s Medal for Volunteers 
was also presented to Mi-
chael Patrick Belhumeur, 
Lucille Bruce, David Char-
trand, Hazel and Jim Cor-
man, Greg Shedden  and 
Harold Westdal .
The Meritorious Service 

Decoration was presented 
to Mitch Bourbonniere, Mi-
chael Redhead Champagne, 
James Favel and Larry Mor-
rissette, Althea Guiboche, 
Ry Moran and Diane Louise 
Roussin. 

Contributed by
James Buchok

Rossbrook Director Receives Governor General’s Award

Manitoba’s Lt.-Gov. Janice Filmon presents 
Governor General’s Medal to Philip Chiappetta.
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By now most of you have 
heard about the require-

ment of the Government of 
Canada for an attestation to 
be signed in order to apply 
for funding under the Canada 
Summer Jobs Program. You 
will have read Archbishop 
Gagnon’s letter which en-
courages you to write to, or 
sit down with, your MP to 
discuss the requirement of an 
attestation. If not please go to 
the Archdiocese of Winnipeg 
website and read the letter.
Some, however, are still ask-

ing “what has this to do with 
me?”  Others ask “why is this 
important?” Some feel if this 
is what the government wants 
to do, then let them do it as we 
have a separation of Church 
and State in our democracy.
The Canada Summer Jobs 

program is a federal govern-
ment initiative which provides 
wage subsidies to employ-
ers to create employment for 
secondary and post-second-
ary students. The applications 
come from small businesses, 
not-for-profit employers, pub-
lic sector and faith-based or-
ganizations that provide qual-
ity summer jobs for students. 
Many Catholics are involved 
in these businesses or organi-
zations.
In 2016, a grant was given to 

the Canadian Centre for Bio-
ethical Reform, among others, 
and was allegedly used to stuff 
mailboxes in Calgary with co-
lour pamphlets that showed 
graphic images of aborted 
fetuses. Likewise pamphlets 
were distributed in Toronto 
and banners using these imag-
es were displayed by summer 
students at major intersections 
in downtown Toronto.
The federal government 

uses the Canadian Centre for 
Bioethical Reform and its 
anti-abortion campaign as its 
justification for the new re-
quirement of the signing of an 
attestation in the application 

for grants for the 2018 sum-
mer program. The attestation 
states:

Both the job and the organi-
zation’s core mandate respect 

individual human rights in 
Canada including those un-
derlying the Canadian Char-
ter of Rights and Freedoms 

as well as other rights. These 
include reproductive rights 
and the right to be free from 

discrimination on the basis of 
sex, religion, race, national or 
ethnic origin, colour, mental 

or physical disability or 
sexual orientation, or gender 

identity or expression.
Many faith groups have pro-

tested against this attestation. 
The government has respond-
ed by saying that the core 
mandate of most faith groups 
is not affected by what is en-
compassed in the attestation. 
However how can life and 
how life is lived and valued 
not be a core mandate of most 
faith groups?
Our government today has 

taken a stance that abortion is 
a right that women have and 
it appears it will not entertain 
those who have a different 
point of view. So it insists on 
the inclusion of reproductive 
rights in the attestation.
But that brings us back again 

to why the attestation required 
by the government is wrong.
As Catholics we have a his-

tory of social justice. Some 
say that modern day social 
justice began with the indus-
trial age and the then Popes’ 
encyclicals on the need for hu-
mane working conditions in 

the newly emerging factories. 
The Charter of Human Rights 

embodies a great deal of our 
Catholic social teachings. 
However it is open to interpre-
tation and in a multicultural and 
diverse society there will be 
opposing views as to what the 
Charter means. No one right 
as expressed in the Charter is 
greater than another.
So what do we do when we 

perceive an injustice?  We are 
presently journeying through 
a synod in the Archdiocese of 
Winnipeg, where we are try-
ing to determine as a Church 
how we become better dis-
ciples of Christ, a community 
of disciples. How do we do 
that? First  we See, then Judge 
then Act.
In Seeing, we need to name 

the positive traits in the world 
as well as those that fall short 
of the teachings of Jesus 
Christ. In the requirement of 
an attestation the Federal Gov-
ernment is telling those who 
do not have the same under-
standing of reproductive rights 
as the Government does, that 
they are not eligible for the 
benefits that the government 
can provide. In essence one 
might argue the government 
does not perceive them to be 
worthy Canadian citizens. The 
Government is refusing to see 
the harm it is doing to individ-
ual human dignity by making 
everyone think and believe the 
same. Freedom of religion, 
and conscience, and expres-
sion are not as important as 
what the Government holds 
to be truth. This stance by the 

Government falls short of the 
teachings of Jesus Christ.
Having determined that the 

requirement of this attestation 
falls short of the teachings of 
Jesus Christ, secondly we 
Judge or analyse the situation. 
To require those whose reli-
gion and or conscience sign 
an attestation that includes 
reproductive rights, which the 
government defines as includ-
ing abortion, does not uphold 
the human dignity of all. Too 
often now, in our increas-
ingly secular society, religious 
rights and conscience rights 
are deemed to be expendable. 
I as an individual have the 
right to believe and follow the 
Catholic faith and I have the 
right to follow my conscience. 
Why should I be penalized for 
doing so? Why as a Canadian 
citizen should I not be able to 
participate fully in our democ-
racy? Why should any faith 
be so penalized? And if the 
attestation requirement is as a 
result of the flyers and banners 
used by the Canadian Centre 
of Bioethical Reform where is 
freedom of expression?  While 
we individually may not agree 
to the use of such graphic anti-
abortion imagery, freedom of 
expression allows individuals 
to use it. In the furtherance of 
human dignity we seek a so-
ciety where all are allowed to 
express themselves. We look 
down on societies which op-
press the right to freedom of 
expression through the use 
of incarceration or state run 
media. Those societies make 
outcasts and criminals of those 
who think or believe different-
ly. If we turn a blind eye to our 
Government’s suppression 
of freedom of expression are 
we not doing the same?  And 
where will it lead ?  In order to 
protect a society which allows 
each individual the human 
dignity of living equal to all  
others, in faith and diversity, 
can we really just allow the 
government to dictate how we 
must think and act?
So what is left for us to do is 

to Act and propose measures 
that lead to living out more 
fully our discipleship in Christ. 
What do we do?  We protest 
the limits being placed on 
our freedom of religion, con-
science and expression. We let 
Government know that the at-
testation is not proper through 
letter writing and through 
conversations with our Mem-
bers of Parliament as well as 
others. We have conversations 
amongst ourselves and others 
to better understand. We do 
not and cannot remain silent.

Contibuted by
Patti Fitzmaurice 
Coordinator at Micah House, 
the Catholic Centre for 
Social Justice

Lent. A journey taking place from Ash Wednesday to 
the Triduum. A time of conversion with the assistance 

of scripture, prayers, rituals, practices and penance. But 
what is the conversion we seek. Do we really know what 
the goal is? 
It is so easy to be caught up in the day-to-day life we all 

lead, that we lose focus of what life is all about. We fret 
about what is going on in the world. We feel overwhelmed 
by news of day, especially in this time of never ending 
news about injustice and inequality. A time when spiritual-
ity and religion is easily dismissed. I am looking forward 
to a Lenten journey. Lent reminds me to take time out of 
the usual routines and to get to know why I am Catholic, 
why I am a Christian and what I want my life to be about. 
So I tune out of social media for a while and spend time 
with Christ. I heard someone say they were going to spend 
less time on Facebook and more Face time with the Book 
(scripture).
I just finished a book by Fr. Gregory Boyle, an American 

Jesuit who founded Homeboy Industries one of the larg-
est and most successful gang rehabilitation programs in 
the world. I thought it would tell of gang life but it was so 
much more. The book is entitled Barking to the Choir, The 
Power of Radical Kinship. I strongly recommend it. Father 
Boyle shares his experience working with gang members 
and shows how this experience has impacted his faith. I 
don’t need to tell you that we are all the Choir. He writes, 
“In a recent New Yorker profile of American Baptists, the 
congregation’s leadership resigned itself to the fact that 
‘secular culture’ would always be ‘hostile’ to Christianity. 
I don’t believe this is true. Our culture is hostile only to 
the inauthentic living of the gospel. It sniffs out hypocrisy 
everywhere and knows when Christians aren’t taking seri-
ously, what Jesus took seriously. It is, by and large, hostile 
to the right things. It actually longs to embrace the gospel 
of inclusion and nonviolence, of compassionate love and 
acceptance.”  
I sometimes forget my life is not about me. I get stuck 

in complacency and forget God is about kinship and com-
passion. Like Christ, I can stand with the sinner, the leper, 
and those on the margin. I can look with awe at what most 
people carry rather than in judgment of how they carry it. 
As Father Boyle says, “People know that the original pro-
gram is about living the gospel with joy and always being 
mindful of the poor. They know it is about an invitation to 
the margins, knowing that if we stand there, the margins get 
erased. It is not about taking the right stand on issues but 
about standing in the right place with the excluded and the 
damaged.”  That “compassion breeds hope”
So this Lent I am taking a time out to reflect on how I can 

stand on the margins and how I can greet all people with 
awe. As said in Acts 2:43, Awe came upon everyone, be-
cause many wonders and signs were done by the apostles. 
This is a time to allow the tenderness of God’s love remind 
me that we are all in this life together and thereby hopefully 
to allow peace, justice and equality to ensue. We are all Je-
sus, some are maybe less recognizable as such. We are all 
“diamonds covered in dust.”  We just need a place to come 
to where some of the dust can be wiped off. I am taking 
time this lent to shrug off what the media tells me is impor-
tant and instead try to move further in the journey to make 
God and his message the centre of my life. I want to live as 
Christ lived, to take seriously what he took seriously: inclu-
sion, nonviolence, unconditional, compassionate, loving-
kindness and acceptance. To become one with the people 
on the margins and to truly receive them, not try to “save” 
them. That would be a truly authentic Christian life.

Patti Fitzmaurice is coordinator at Micah House, 
the Catholic Centre for Social Justice
1039 Main St., Winnipeg R2W 3R2  (204) 589-5393
sjustice@archwinnipeg.ca. Join us on Facebook

The Work of Micah House is supported by your  
generous contributions to Sharing God’s Gifts.

If you’re Catholic, changes to Canada Summer 
Jobs Program have everything to do with you

The View from 
Micah House

Helping Hands at St. Augustine’s, Brandon

Helping out serving hot meals last Christmas are Fr. Michael Tkachuk 
of St. Mary’s Ukrainian Catholic Church in Brandon, and Deacon John 
MacKenzie and Fr. Kelly Wilson with St. Augustine of Canterbury Church. 
Photo by Brother Ray West, Knights of Columbus. 

I have the right to follow the 
Catholic faith and I have the 

right to follow my conscience. 
Why should I be penalized 

for doing so? 
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Mass for the Institution of Acolyte for Permanent Diaconate Candidates

A Mass for the Institution of  Acolyte for the Permanent Diaconate Candidates was celebrated 
Sat., Feb. 17 at St. Benedict’s Monastery, West St. Paul. Candidates for diaconate and for 

priesthood receive the ministry of  acolyte as they continue their formation before ordination. 
Picture by Rochelle Cordova.

Tues. March 6 11:00am First Nations Ministry Committee,
     St Dominic’s Parish, Neepawa
Wed. March 7 12:30 pm Mass, University of  Winnipeg, Winnipeg
March 8    Catholic Health Alliance of  Canada Meeting, 
     Toronto
Sat.  March 10 11:00 am Archdiocesan Pastoral Council, Winnipeg
Sun.  March 11 9:00 am Mass & Pastoral Visit, St Anne’s Parish,  
     Petersfield
Tues.  March 13 3:00 pm Return to Spirit Board Meeting, Winnipeg
Fri.   March 16 10:00 am Catholic Health Association of  Manitoba 
     Meeting, St Boniface
Sat.  March 17 9:00 am Fifth Synod Session, St John XXIII Parish,
     Winnipeg
Sun  March 18   CCCB Listenign Session, Winnipeg
  March 20-23  CCCB Permanent Council Meeting, Ottawa
  March 24  CCCB Listening Session, Saskatoon
Sun.  March 25 11:30 am Palm Sunday Mass, St Mary’s Cathedral
Mon. March 26 7:30 pm Mass of  Chrism, St Mary’s Cathedral
Thurs. March 29 7:30 pm Holy Thursday Mass, St Mary’s Cathedral
Fri.  March 30 9:00 am Pubic Way of  the Cross, St Vital Parish,  
     Winnipeg
      3:00 pm Good Friday Celebration, St Mary’s Cathedral
Sat.  March 31 8:00 pm Holy Saturday Mass, St Mary’s Cathedral
Sun. April 1    9:30 am Easter Sunday Mass, St Mary’s Cathedral
    11:30 am Easter Sunday Mass, St Mary’s Cathedral
Sat.  April 7       4:00 pm Confirmation, St Ann’s Parish, Winnipeg
Tues. April 10    3:00 pm Return to Spirit Board Meeting, Winnipeg
Wed.      April 11     1:30 p.m.  National Week for Life and Family Committee  
     Meeting, Ukrainian Archeparchy, Winnipeg
Fri.  April 13    5:00 pm Opening Mass of  Archdiocesan CWL
     Convention, St. Michael’s Parish, Gimli
Sat.  April 14  10:00 am Blessing of  St Peter’s new Multi-purpose Hall 
     St Peter’s Parish, Winnipeg
Tues. April 17  11:30 am CHSM Meeting, St Boniface
                          4:00 p.m.  Archdiocesan Finance Council Meeting
Wed. April 18    7:00 pm Confirmation, Our Lady of  Perpetual Help 
     Parish, Winnipeg
Thurs. April 19     6:00 pm Caritas Dinner, Convention Centre, Winnipeg
Fri.   April 20     7 p.m.  Dand P Regional Assembly, 
     Universitry of  St. Boniface
Sun. April 22     7:00 pm Holy Hour for Vocations, St Mary’s Cathedral
Tues. April 24     7:00 pm Novena Mass for Patroness, St Gianna’s 
     Parish, Winnipeg
Wed. April 25     6:30 pm K of  C Fundraising Dinner for St. Charles  
     School, St John XXIII Parish, Winnipeg
Thurs. April 26     9:30 am Spirit Days, St Maurice School, Winnipeg
       7:00 pm Confirmation, St Vital Parish, Winnipeg
Fri.  April 27     2:00 pm Mass, Stony Mountain Institution, 
     Stony Mountain
Sat.  April 28     2:00 pm Mass - Youth Summit, St Peter’s Multi-purpose  
     Hall, Winnipeg
Sun. April 29   11:00 am Confirmation, Ste-Rose-da-Lima Parish,
     Ste-Rose-du Lac
  April 30-May 4  Annual Priests’ Retreat, Pinawa
Sat.  May 5       10:00 am Confirmation, St Augustine of  Canterbury 
     Parish, Brandon
   4:00 pm  Confirmation, St Helen’s Parish, 
     Shoal Lake
Sun. May 6 10:00 am Confirmation, St Lazare Parish,
     St Lazare

Tues. May 8  3:00 pm  Returning to Spirit Board Meeting, 
      Winnipeg
    7:00 pm  Confirmation, St John Cantius Parish, 
      Winnipeg
Wed. May 9  10:45 am Priestly Wellness Committee,
      St John Cantius Parish, Winnipeg
Thurs. May 10  7:00 pm  Confirmation, St Anthony of  Padua  
      Parish (WK), Winnipeg
Sat.  May 12  7:00 pm  Confirmation, St Columba’s Parish, 
      Swan River
Sun. May 13  1:00 pm  Confirmation, St Joseph’s Parish,
      Ebb & Flow
Tues. May 15  10:30 am Council of  Priests Meeting, Winnipeg
    7:00 pm  Confirmation, St Ignatius Parish,
      Winnipeg
Wed. May 16  7:00 pm  Confirmation, St Paul the Apostle 
      Parish, Winnipeg
Sat.  May 19  5:00 pm  Confirmation, St Mary’s Cathedral
Sun. May 20  7:00 pm  Solemn Evening Prayer to 
      Close the Synod, St Mary’s Cathedral
Wed. May 23  7:00 pm  School Board of  Consultors Meeting, 
      Winnipeg
Thurs. May 24  7:00 pm  Confirmation, Holy Ghost Parish, 
      Winnipeg
Sat.  May 26  1:00 pm  Confirmation, Immaculate Conception  
      Parish, Skownan
Sun. May 27  11:00 am Confirmation, St Hedwig’s Parish, 
      Brandon
Tues. May 29  11 a.m.  Interdiocesan Aboriginal Committee  
      Meeting, Portage la Prairie
    7:00 pm  Confirmation, St John Brebeuf  
      Parish, Winnipeg
  May 30-June 1   COLF Conference, Ottawa
Sat.  June 2  5:00 pm  100th Anniversary Mass,
      Sacred Heart Parish, Melita
Sun. June 3  9:00 am  Confirmation, St Alphonsus’ Parish, 
      Minnedosa
Tues. June 5  11:30 am CHSM Meeting, St Boniface
Wed. June 6  7:00 pm  Confirmation, St Theresa’s Parish, 
      Winnipeg
Sat. June 9  4:30 pm  Confirmation, St Gianna’s Parish,
      Winnipeg
Sun. June 10  7:30 pm  Confirmation, St Edward’s Parish, 
      Winnipeg
Tues. June 12  3:00 pm  Returning to Spirit Board Meeting, 
      Winnipeg
Wed. June 13  3:00 pm  Archdiocesan Finance CounciL,
      Winnipeg
    7:00 pm  Confirmation, St. Patrick’s Parish,
      Winnipeg
  June 15-16    Candidates for Diaconate Retreat, 
      St. Benedict’s
Sun. June 17  11:30 am Confirmation, Immaculate Conception  
      Parish, Winnipeg
  June 19-21   CCCB Permanent Council, Ottawa
Sun. June 24                12:00 pm Confirmation, Holy Rosary Parish, 
      Winnipeg
Tues. June 26                  9:15 am Mass, Our Lady of  Victory SchooL,  
      Winnipeg

Archbishop Gagnon’s Schedule  
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Relic of St. Francis Xavier 

The relic of St. Francis Xavier was vener-
ated at St. Mary’s Cathedral Jan. 16 as it 
made its way across Canada in a holy tour 

coordinated by Catholic Christian Outreach, a 
group dedicated to pastoral outreach on Ca-
nadian university campuses. The relic of St. 
Francis Xavier consists of his hand and forearm 
which is incorrupt, the saint having died in the 
16th century. It is normally kept in a shrine in 
the Jesuit Church in Rome, the Gesu, and rarely 
leaves Italy. More than 3,000 people attended 
the sacred event.


