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The folowing is a 
reflection on the work of 

the synod contributed 
by Synod Delegate 

Johnston Smith

For the first time in its 
history, the Archdiocese 

of Winnipeg is conduct-
ing a Synod. Archbishop 
Richard Gagnon began the 
Synod on Pentecost 2016 
and announced his inten-
tion to close it on Pentecost 
2018. It began with work by 
a General Preparatory Com-
mission which organized 

listening sessions throughout 
the archdiocese to which all 
Catholics were invited. Next, 
various Focus Commissions 
prepared recommendations 
for the Synod delegates to 
consider; these recommen-
dations were based upon 
the listening sessions. The 
areas covered are Vocations 
and Leadership; Marriage 
and Family; Catechetics and 
Faith Development; Social 
Outreach; Church Gover-
nance; Indigenous People; 
New Evangelization and 
Missionary Outreach; Sac-

ramental Preparation, Prayer 
and Devotional Life; Youth 
and Young Adults.
The main objective of a di-

ocesan synod is to discover 
what is known as the sensus 
fidelium, “the sense/percep-
tion of Christ’s Faithful.” 
While synod delegates have 
clergy and religious among 
their number, the bulk of 
the delegates come from the 
various parishes in the arch-
diocese, two delegates from 
each larger parish and one 
from each of the smaller par-
ishes. Together, the delegates 
discern how the Holy Spirit 
is at work in our archdioc-
esan church in this particular 
time. Through discerning 
the movement of the Holy 
Spirit, the Synod will offer 

the archdiocesan church a 
plan for its pastoral mission, 
a plan guided and inspired 
by the Holy Spirit.
The Synod’s first three gen-

eral sessions occurred from 
November, 2017 through 
January, 2018. In his hom-
ily at the opening mass for 
these sessions, Archbishop 
Gagnon reminded delegates 
that the word “synod” has its 
roots in a Greek term mean-
ing “walking together.” It is 
hard to capture in writing 
the spirit of these General 
Sessions. It was unlike any 
other large gathering I have 
attended. Unlike a political 
convention or a large sport-
ing event, there was no com-
petition, no maneuvering, no 
jockeying:  people genuinely 

listened with attention to 
what others had to say.  No 
delegates gave speeches and 
no arguments took place. 
Rather, delegates are called 
to listen to one another and 
to the Faithful in our various 
parishes and, most impor-
tantly, to the promptings of 
the Holy Spirit and to cast 
our votes according to the 
best interests of the whole 
archdiocesan church and not 
just according to our own 
opinions.
We all know the experi-

ence of being in a heated 
discussion with someone, 
how we really aren’t listen-
ing to the other’s arguments:  
rather, we’re focused on our 
own next riposte. Well, the 
synod experience had none 

of this. In my discussion 
group there was occasional 
questioning on this or that 
but one got the sense that 
all involved were seriously 
trying to witness to Our 
Lord’s Last Supper prayer: 
May they all be one.
The first two general 

sessions considered the 
proposals from the vari-
ous focus commissions, 
which had been distributed 
well in advance. Delegates 
were seated around tables 
in groups of about 10. 
The Chair from one of the 
commissions would brief-
ly present the proposals.  

The Assembly of West-
ern Catholic Bishops 

(AWCB) held its annual 
conference in the neigh-
bouring Archdioceses of 
St. Boniface and Winnipeg 
this year, as the gathering 
became one of many events 
in the celebrations for Cath-
olica 200, undertaken by the 
Archdiocese of St. Boni-
face.
In 1818, Bishop Norbert 

Provencher arrived at the 
Red River Settlement to es-
tablish the Catholic Church 
in the Canadian West and 
became the first bishop of 
the Diocese of the North-
west, founded in 1847 in St. 
Boniface.
Two hundred years later, 

25 bishops serving Canada’s 
west and northwest came to-
gether Feb. 27 to June 1, to 
mark the momentous anni-
versary, share brotherhood, 
and to discuss issues of im-
portance to the church and 
society.
The current AWCB presi-

dent, Archbishop Richard 
Gagnon, said deliberations 

covered a range of topics in-
cluding: safe environments 
for children and vulnerable 
adults; relations with indig-
enous peoples and efforts at 
reconciliation following the 
Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission; the difficulties 
for people of faith arising out 
of physician assisted suicide 
and euthanasia; youth minis-
try initiatives to form leaders; 
social justice concerns rela-
tive to the poor and the role 
of Caritas International under 
the auspices of Development 
and Peace in meeting these 
needs; and, added Arch-
bishop Gagnon, “regional 
concerns from Winnipeg to 
Vancouver to the arctic were 
discussed at length.”
Established in 1974, AWCB 

gathers the Bishops of the 
Roman Catholic and East-
ern Catholic Churches of the 
four Western Canadian prov-
inces, the Northwest Terri-
tories, Yukon and Nunavut. 
It  serves eighteen Roman 
Catholic dioceses: Calgary, 
Churchill-Hudson Bay, Ed-
monton, Grouard-McLen-

nan, Kamloops, Keewatin-Le 
Pas, MacKenzie-Fort Smith, 
Nelson, Prince Albert, Prince 
George, Regina, Saint-Boni-
face, Saint-Paul, Saskatoon, 
Vancouver, Victoria, White-
horse  and Winnipeg;   and 
four Ukrainian Catholic 
eparchies: Edmonton, New 
Westminster, Saskatoon and 
Winnipeg.
A Mass presided by Arch-

bishop LeGatt was celebrat-

ed at St. Boniface Cathedral 
Feb. 28 with all the bishops, 
many clergy and religious 
and laity. 
The homily was preached 

by Archbishop Gagnon who 
described the week as “a 
privileged moment in the life 
of the Church in the west of 
our country.”
The following is an excerpt 

from Archbishop Gagnon’s 
homily:

 “It is a privileged moment 
because we as bishops from 
the western and north-western 
part of Canada, gathered in as-
sembly, have had the opportu-
nity to reflect on our vocation 
to serve the People of God 
and to collaborate with the or-
dained, the religious men and 
women, and the faithful in this 
great task. What Jesus teaches 
about service in the Gospel to-
day, finds a direct connection 

with what we know and try 
to do through our ministry as 
bishops.”
“We stand on the shoul-

ders of the missionaries 
who came before us, facing 
different hardships, differ-
ent challenges and yes, dis-
appointments, but with the 
same call to mission. After 
giving his teaching on ser-
vice Our Lord also reminds 
us that he will give his life as 
a ransom for many. It is truly 
a humbling experience to 
read the historical accounts 
of many of these early mis-
sionaries; their witness 
through physical hardships, 
the difficulties they faced 
on the western plains and in 
the north, the triumphs and 
disappointments. So many 
of them served with great 
faith and generosity of heart 
sometimes giving up their 
lives for the Gospel so as to 
serve the many, before ever 
seeing the fruits of their la-
bours.”

Canada’s Western and Northern Bishops gather in Winnipeg

From left Archbishop of  St. Boniface Albert LeGatt, Archbishop Luigi Bonazzi, 
Apostolic Nuncio to Canada, and Archbishop Richard Gagnon.

A Synod of the Archdiocese of Winnipeg

Synod challenges faithful to See, Judge and Act

Continued on page 5

Continued on page 5

The fourth General Session of the Synod of the 
Archdiocese of Winnipeg took place Feb. 24 at St. 

John XXIII Parish in Winnipeg with delegates being 
challenged to apply the Gospel call to the synod  ini-

tiatives. The first three General Sessions were focused 
on gathering consensus on 42 proposals arising from 

the nine Focus Commissions.  Now the synod del-
egates are being asked to See, Judge and Act. As the 
then Pope John XXIII explained, “There are three 

stages which should normally be followed when 
seeking the application of social principles into 

practice. First, one reviews the concrete situation; 
secondly, one forms a judgment on it in the light of 
the greater principles; thirdly, one decides what the 

circumstances can and should be to implement 
these principles.”

The Synod of  the Archdiocese of  Winnipeg completed its fourth General Session Feb. 24. Find full coverage 
of  the synod including Focus Commission Reports and videos with delegate interviews on the Archdiocese of  
Winnipeg website, www.archwinnipeg.ca.
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After 26 years of service at the Catholic Centre and 
to the Archdiocese of Winnipeg, Gisele Dorge has 

retired effective March 30. We are grateful to Gisele and 
wish her all the best! A staff luncheon was held in Gisele’s 
honour on April 27.

Receptionist Gisele Dorge
retires after years 
of devoted service

Gisele Dorge

Reverend Henry Uczniak passed away January 14, 2018 in 
Poland.

Born on June 2, 1933 in the Archdiocese of  Krakow, Fr. Henry 
was ordained for the Salvatorian Fathers on June 17, 1958.

Archbishop Gagnon is pleased to announce the ap-
pointment of Mary Badajos as the Receptionist at 

the Catholic Centre effective April 30 . Mary is a parish-
ioner of St Patrick’s Parish in Winnipeg and involved in 
catechetical and youth ministry . We welcome Mary!

Mary Badajos joins staff at 
the Catholic centre

Mary Badajos

The Saint-Malo Catholic Camps are an unforgettable experience for 
youth aged 5 to 17 years old! During their week at camps, campers 

have fun with archery, mountain biking, canoeing, beach time, sports, 
campfires, music, dramas, and still much more! But what are even 

more special are the lifelong friendships that are formed at camps, 
and the prayer time and spiritual 
formation offered to campers. 
We are the only French-language 

sleep-over camp in Manitoba. 
Camps are available 
either in English or 

in French.
 REGISTER ONLINE TODAY: 

www.stmalocamps.net. For more information: 
camps@catholicway.net, 204.347.5396.

Saint-Malo Catholic Camps
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After completing the 
consultations re-

quired by the Code of 
Canon Law, Archbishop 
Richard Gagnon an-
nounces the following 
personnel appointments. 
“I am grateful to all who 
have accepted, for the 
good of our local church, 
new pastoral assign-
ments,” said Archbishop 
Gagnon.
 These appointments will 

be effective July 3, 2018.
1. Reverend Norberto 

Monton becomes Pastor 
of St. Columba’s Parish 
in Swan River, with the 
attached reduced services 
Missions of St. Ellen’s in 
Barrows, Sacred Heart in 
Birch River, Holy Family 
in Bowsman and St. The-
resa’s in Pelican Rapids.
2. Reverend Darius 

Biliran becomes Pastor 
of St. Antoninus’ Parish 
in Deloraine, with the 
attached missions of St. 
Joseph’s, Boissevain and 
Sacred Heart, Melita.
3. Reverend Roy George 

Vazhaplankudiyil be-
comes Pastor of Immacu-
late Conception Parish in 
Fisher Branch, St. Philip 
Neri Parish in Arborg and 
Holy Cross Parish in Ash-
ern.
4. Reverend Jorge 

Mante becomes Pastor 
of Notre Dame Parish in 
Toutes-Aides with the at-
tached missions of Holy 
Family in Crane River, 

St. Joseph’s in Ebb and 
Flow, St. Patricia’s in 
Mallard, St. Anthony’s 
in Rorketon, Immaculate 
Conception in Skownan, 
Canadian Martyrs in Wa-
terhen and the reduced 
service mission of Im-
maculate Heart of Mary 
in Meadow Portage.
5. Reverend Paul Bis-

son becomes Pastor of St. 
Joseph the Worker Parish 
in Russell and St. There-
sa’s Parish in Rossburn.
6. Reverend Mar-

celino Bandico becomes 
Parochial Vicar of St. Ed-
ward the Confessor Par-
ish in Winnipeg.
 7. Reverend Kaleab 

Eman Abdella becomes 
Parochial Vicar of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help 
Parish in Winnipeg. Fr 
Abdella will continue as 
Chaplain of the Holy Sav-
iour Ge’ez Rite Catholic 
Community in Winnipeg.
8. Reverend Nepolian 

Suvakin becomes Paro-
chial Vicar of St. Peter’s 
Parish in Winnipeg.
9. Reverend Kelly 

Wilson becomes Paro-
chial Vicar of St. Gianna 
Beretta Molla Parish in 
Winnipeg. An additional 
appointment for Fr. Wil-
son will be announced in 
the coming days.
10.  R e v e r e n d 

Christopher Dubois be-
comes Parochial Vicar of 
St. Augustine of Canter-
bury Parish in Brandon 

and the attached mission 
of St. Mary’s in Souris.
11. Reverend Peter 

Nemcek becomes Paro-
chial Vicar of St. Mary’s 
Cathedral. Fr. Nemcek 
will continue as Director 
of Vocations.

Men in seminary pre-
paring for priesthood, 

and retired priests’ pen-
sions, are supported by 

your generous donations 
to Sharing God’s Gifts. 

Reverend 
Marcelino Bandico

Reverend 
Kaleab Eman Abdella

Reverend Roy George 
Vazhaplankudiyil

Reverend 
Darius Biliran

Reverend 
Norberto Monton

Reverend 
Paul Bisson

Reverend 
Jorge Mante

Archbishop announces personnel appointments

Reverend 
Nepolian Suvakin

Reverend 
Christopher Dubois 

Reverend 
Kelly Wilson 

Reverend 
Peter Nemcek 

Public Way of The Cross, Good Friday, March 30, 2018, Hosted by St. Vital Church

The New Wine Press is available online at www.archwinnipeg.ca

Archdiocesan Special Events, such as 
the Public Way of the Cross are 

supported by your generous donations 
to Sharing God’s Gifts.
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St. Ignatius Centre and Chemin Neuf Offer Spiritual Exercises 
The Spiritual Exercises of 

St. Ignatius of Loyola 
have been the core of the Je-
suit way of life since the So-
ciety of Jesus was founded. 
In the past 40 years, more and 
more Canadian lay people 

have been doing this regimen 
of prayer and contemplation. 
The Spiritual Exercises were 
designed to be made over 30-
40 days in a monastic-style 
setting; however, St. Ignatius 
provided for a means of do-

ing them in ordinary life over 
the course of six or seven 
months. This is the program 
which Winnipeg’s St. Igna-
tius Parish has been offering 
for about 25 years.
Some of the principal ef-

fects people experience from 
the Spiritual Exercises are; 
finding God in ordinary daily 
life; developing a personal 
relationship with the Risen 
Jesus; learning how to iden-
tify and be freed from desires 
which lead away from God; 
experiencing the reality of 
God’s unconditional love; 
and learning how to make de-
cisions that are guided by the 
Holy Spirit. 
Retreatants commit to do-

ing up to an hour per day of 
prayer in the contemplative 
method, a method which 
stresses the engagement of 
the imagination and the emo-
tions. The focus of the Spiri-
tual Exercises is developing 
a personal, intimate relation-
ship with the Lord Jesus, 
using Gospel stories as the 
inspiration. While praying 
the Exercises, each retreatant 
meets each week one-on-one 
with a spiritual director, a per-
son trained in guiding others 
through the Exercises. 
The program begins each 

May with an exploratory 
“taste” of the Ignatian style 
of prayer. Candidates then 
decide whether they wish to 
begin the Exercises in the au-
tumn.  In October, the actual 
Exercises begin. They con-
clude in May the following 
year. 
Several of the 2016-17 re-

treatants offered comments 
on their experience of the 
Exercises. Said one; “I was 

able to recognize what my 
motivations were behind 
my sinful actions. I can now 
identify certain triggers that 
cause me to engage in sinful 
behaviour.” Another spoke 
of feeling greater emotion 
during prayer; “I now have 
the skills to think about God 
when I pray, rather than just 
focusing on myself or the 
needs of loved ones.”
“I am closer to Jesus,” 

said another retreatant, “and 
experience Him directly 
sometimes and truly am as-
tonished at what he says and 
does in my life.” Another 
said; “I now will not make 
my own decisions without 
praying on them and talking 
to God about what He wants 
for me.” And lastly; “I had a 

life changing experience that 
I will incorporate for the rest 
of my life.”
The exploratory/introduc-

tory sessions occur this year 
at the St. Ignatius Education 
Center for five consecutive 
Tuesday evenings, 7-8:30 
beginning May 1. Those in-
terested in joining this explo-
ration should contact the Ed-
ucation Center Director Val 
Forrest by phone at 204-453-
9243 or by email,  education.
center@stignatiusparish.ca 

Contributed by
Johnston Smith, a spiritual 
director in the St. Ignatius 
Spiritual Exercises Program.

St. Ignatius Education Centre starts 
with introductory sessions 

leading to a six-month program. See 
details in accompanying article.

The Chemin Neuf Community 
offers a 7-Day Silent Retreat based 

on the Spiritual Exercises of 
St.  Ignatius, April 27-May 4 at the 
St. Charles Retreat Centre, 323 

St. Charles Street. For details email 
stcharlesretreat@hotmail.com or 

phone 204-885-2260. 

An Interfaith peace gath-
ering entitled, Building 

Bridges, took place Sept. 20, 
2017 at Our Lady of Perpet-
ual Help Parish in Winnipeg, 
with a number of participants 
from various faith traditions.
Rev. Msgr. Maurice Co-

meault welcomed partici-
pants, which was then fol-
lowed by an honour greeting 
to all faiths and a prelude-
reflection accompanied by 
Indigenous drum and flute 
song. 
A dedication to World 

Peace was given in honour 
of various faith celebrations, 
including: Rosh Hashanah 
(Judaism); Nowatree (ISK-
CON); Eid (Islam); Nagar 
Kirtan (Sikhism); National 
Aboriginal Day (Indigenous 

Peoples); Bahai’s 100th 
Anniversary celebra-
tions; Diwali (Hindu-
ism); Bodhi Day (Bud-
dhism); the Feast of the 
Immaculate Concep-
tion (Catholicism); and 
Christmas.
A prayer for relief 

from natural disasters 
in Antigua, India, Afri-
ca, Mexico and the U.S. 
(Texas and Florida) was 
read by Msgr. Stan Jaworksi, 
and was accompanied by 
the Gong of Silence by Rev. 
Fredrich Ulrich of the Mani-
toba Buddhist Temple.
Archbishop Gagnon spoke 

of the importance of build-
ing bridges between peoples 
of various faiths in support 
of lasting peace, furthering 

global understanding and 
fostering dialogue amongst 
nations through prayer and 
compassion — this, as cham-
pioned by His Holiness, Pope 
Francis.
Prasadam — the sacred 

meeting and sharing of food 
and drink — was accompa-
nied by dialogue amongst 

all faiths, during which all 
expressed the great need to 
build bridges between our-
selves, within our homes 
and in our communities and 
especially in the service of 
the poor, the needy and the 
marginalized.
All participants agreed to 

continue this commitment 

with a closing affirmation, 
Credo of the Earth which 
was read by Daruka Dasa 
(ISKCON). 
The gathering’s final bless-

ing of kindness and goodwill 
was accompanied by the dis-
tribution of red roses (flow-
ers of compassion) and was 
followed by thank- yous of 

gratitude by Mother of Per-
petual Help Prayer Group 
members Farida and Noble 
Lalbiharie. 
Building Bridges con-

cluded with the singing 
of Simon and Garfunkel’s 
Bridge Over Troubled Water 
by Temple Shalom member, 
Phil Spevak.

On Dec 1, 2017 the ladies 
of St. Dominic’s Catho-

lic Women’s League, along 
with invited guests, celebrat-
ed 40 years as a counsel in 
Neepawa.   
Mass  was con-celebrated by 

Fr. Mark Filips, Fr. Michael 
Wollbaum and Fr. Michael 
Sararimuthu who delivered 
the homily.  A delicious ham 
dinner was served by Chris 
Robinson of     Robin’s Nest 
in Carberry.  

After dinner, the Neepawa 
Choraliers provided an en-
tertaining selection of songs.  
Diocesan representative 
Monika Bingham brought 
greetings and congratulations 
from the Diocesan Counsel.  
Congratulations and bless-

ings  from Archbishop Rich-
ard Gagnon were read aloud. 
Current President Donna 

Huck and founding President 
Velda Bradley spoke about 
women inspired by the Spirit 

responding to God’s call both 
now and over the past 40 
years.  Father Mark, current 
Spiritual Advisor and Fr Mi-
chael Wollbaum, Diocesan 
Spiritual Advisor congratu-
lated the CWL and wished 
them luck in their future en-
deavors.  

Contributed by Mary Platt
St. Dominic’s CWL

St. Dominic’s Neepawa CWL Celebrates 40th Anniversary

Interfaith peace gathering “Builds Bridges” between faiths

Many faith traditions were represented  last September at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish in Winnipeg.
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The Winnipeg Diocesan 
Catholic Women’s 

League Council celebrated 
its 97th Annual Convention 
in Gimli April 13 and 14.   
It was held at St. Michael’s 
Parish in Gimli with ap-
proximately 117 people 
in attendance.  We were 
warmly greeted and hosted 
by the CWL ladies at St. 
Michael’s Church.  We sin-
cerely thank them for their 
gracious hospitality and the 
delicious lunch and snacks 
provided. 
At the registration table 

there was a container for 
water that each person add-
ed to with a small amount 
of water from their homes.  
This water will go to the 
Manitoba Provincial Con-
vention, June 2-3 at Mary 
Mother of the Church Par-
ish, to continue to be filled, 
then it will be returned to 
the Red River or Lake Win-
nipeg as a gesture of our 
solidarity with indigenous 
spirituality and out of re-

spect for the environment.
Rose Anne Seymour, Di-

ocesan President, chaired 
the meeting, wishing ev-
eryone a special welcome.  
During the opening cer-

emonies there was the 
procession of Flags and 
Banners as well as a spiri-
tual program.  This was Fr. 
Diosdado Parrenas’s (Fr. 
Dado) first Convention as 
Winnipeg Diocesan Spiri-
tual Advisor.  Father Dado 
was installed by Archbish-
op Gagnon.
Two resolutions were 

presented.: A Call to Save 
Lake Winnipeg; and Setting 
a Standard for Products 
Marketed as Flushable.  
They were passed and were 
forwarded to the Manitoba 
Provincial Convention.
At Mass there was also the 

reaffirmation of officers of 
the Winnipeg Diocesan 
Council for their two-year 
terms.
The banquet meal was 

delicious and the entertain-

ment was great. A presen-
tation by the council was 
made to Fr. Michael Woll-
baum as the outgoing Spiri-
tual Advisor.
Reports were read and 

it was a pleasure to listen 
to two speakers. Deacon 
Philip Durant provided  a 
spiritual presentation and 
Paul Durant, a member of 
RCMP, spoke on the dan-
gers of driving under the 
influence of drugs and the 
harm of taking drugs.  
Kim Scammell, CWL Na-

tional Office, spoke on the 
ongoing work and strate-
gies of the CWL for the 
next five years. 
Rose Anne Seymour of-

ficially adjourned the con-
vention and the flags were 
lowered. 

Contributed by 
Mary Bibik, 
Winnipeg Diocesan 
Communications Chair

Winnipeg Diocesan CWLCouncil 97th Annual Convention in Gimli
Prayer is at the Heart of Vocations ministry 

in the Archdiocese. 

The New Wine Press is available online at www.archwinnipeg.ca

More than a hundred delegates were hosted by the CWL of St. Michael’s 
Church, Gimli. Below, Fr. Dado Parrenas was installed as Spiritual Advisor 
by Archbishop Richard Gagnon.
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Dr. Barry Lavallee 
doesn’t mince words 

when he talks about resi-
dential schools, the health 
of indigenous people in 
Canada and racism. 
“Residential schools were 

the product of the govern-
ment and institutions like 
the Catholic Church and 
the purpose was to kill the 
proxy to the land. Is it pos-
sible to forgive and forget? 
No. There is no forgiveness 
until oppression stops.”
Lavallee was part of a pan-

el at St. Ignatius Church in 
Winnipeg April 20, the third 
such session of an Ongoing 
Truth and Reconciliation 
Dialogue between parishio-
ners of St. Ignatius and St. 
Kateri Tekakwitha Aborigi-
nal Church.
Lavallee, a member of the 

Saulteaux and Métis com-
munities of Manitoba is a 
family physician special-
izing in Indigenous health 
and northern practice, and a 
staff member with the Uni-
versity of Manitoba faculty 
of medicine.  His clinical 
work has focused on the 
health and healing needs of 
First Nation and Métis com-
munities. 
He said residential school 

survivors entered those in-
stitutions in good health but 
came out anemic and mal-

nourished. “The patterns 
are no different than Aus-
chwitz,” Lavallee said, add-
ing that students might enter 
at a grade three level “and 
exit with grade one.” Today, 
he said, the life expectancy 
of an indigenous person in 
Manitoba is seven to eight 
years less than a non-indig-
enous person.
Lavallee said racism can 

be “interrupted, the next 
time someone accuses the 
chiefs of being drunks or 
says indigenous women are 
poor moms ask them, ‘can 
you explain that to me?’ If 
you do, you’ve made it saf-
er for an indigenous person 
to be there.”
Elsie Moar, 71, is a pa-

rishioner at St. Kateri and 
originally from Manitoba’s 
Skownan First Nation, 
a Saulteaux community. 
As a small child she felt 
the effects that residential 
school had on her mother, 
a residential school survi-
vor. “She was never happy, 
and she took it out on us,” 
Moar said. As the eldest of 
six, she took care of her sib-
lings when her mother, and 
her then second husband, 
would leave the children, 
“sometimes for days.”
But now she tries to learn 

what she can about resi-
dential schools, in work-

shops and support groups. 
“The way they were treat-
ed in those schools … It 
would have been a lot dif-
ferent without residential 
schools.”
Christine Cyr is a tradi-

tional Cree/Métis woman 
from Winnipeg and Direc-
tor of the Indigenous Stu-
dent Centre at the Universi-
ty of Manitoba. She, too, is 

a child of residential school 
survivors.
“So much was taken 

through residential schools 
and the colonial system,” 
she said. She tries to re-
cover some of the losses, 
beginning with continuing 
to learn her native languag-
es by the method of “any 
words you know say them 
as often as you can.”

“I acknowledge my experi-
ence as a child of residential 
school survivors and I never 
apologize for my tears. It 
makes me sad and angry,” 
Cyr said. “Angry because it 
has been 25 years of learn-
ing and acknowledging my 
story and that of my com-
munity. In so many ways 
it is both beautiful and hor-
rible.”

She said she and her hus-
band’s parents and both 
their grandparents are resi-
dential school survivors, 
“and we have been learning 
about what happened over 
500 years. This is unceded 
territory, we never gave 
up our land. That’s why in 
my family there is a history 
of abuse and trauma. As 
grownups we were seven 
siblings who never hugged, 
we were raised in a way that 
it was not acceptable. There 
has been lots of healing but 
there’s still a long way to 
go.”
Cyr said she does fewer 

such presentations than in 
the past because of the 
pain it recreates. But this 
was at the request of Sr. 
Marilyn Gibney, one of the 
organizers, and one of Cyr’s 
high school teachers at St. 
Mary’s Academy.
To introduce the evening, 

the pastor at St. Ignatius, 
Rev. Frank Obrigewitsch, 
said  truth and reconcilia-
tion ”happens by getting to 
know each other better. One 
can accept and forgive the 
better one knows the other 
person.”

Contributed by
James Buchok

Kateri, St. Ignatius, continue Truth and Reconciliation Dialogue

Panelists, front row, from left, Elsie Moar, Dr. Barry Lavallee. Back row, moderator 
Joan Molloy and Christine Cyr. Picture by Sr. Thuong Truong, RNDM
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The National Week for Life 
and the Family was cele-

brated across Canada May 13 
to 20 with the theme of Love: 
Encountering the Other. In 
Manitoba that message was 
expanded to include the mod-
ern challenges of Connecting 
in a Media World.
The annual week of obser-

vation began in 2013 as an 
initiative of the Canadian 
Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops and since its inception the 
Archbishops of Winnipeg and 
St. Boniface, and the Met-
ropolitan Archbishop  of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Archepar-
chy of Winnipeg,  have joined 
in a united effort in the plan-
ning for the week specifically 
to reach the people of Mani-
toba.
Led by the archbishops, a 

committee meets throughout 
the year to discern how best 
to present events and materi-
als that will raise awareness 
of issues related to life and the 
family from euthanasia and 

assisted suicide, to palliative 
care, to the many challenges 
facing families of faith in an 
increasingly secular world. 
The group includes repre-
sentation from the clergy and 
laity, staffs of the archdioc-
esan offices, and the Catholic 
Women’s League and Knights 
of Columbus.
Two events that are always 

a part of the National Week 
for Life and the Family in 
Manitoba are the March for 
Life, preceded by mass at St. 
Mary’s Cathedral, and the 
Mass for Life, dedicated to 
the care of all human life from 
conception to natural death.
The March for Life is held 

prior to the actual week, this 
year on Thurs. May 10, co-
inciding with the National 
March for Life in Ottawa and 
marches that take place in cit-
ies across Canada. 
This year’s Mass for Life, 

May 16, was celebrated in the 
form of the Ukrainian Catho-
lic Divine Liturgy preceded 

by praying of the rosary at St. 
Joseph’s Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Winnipeg.
As the subtheme of Con-

necting in a Media World 
suggests, this year there was 
an emphasis on the effects of 
technology on family and in-
terpersonal relationships.
On May 9, the documen-

tary film Screenagers was 
presented at Canadian Men-
nonite University. The film  
depicts approaches to how 

youth can be empowered to 
best navigate the digital world 
and find a healthy balance.  
On May 15, a discussion 

of Social Media ... Making it 
Work in our Church, was pre-
sented by Kevin Prada, Social 
Media Coordinator for the 
Archdiocese of St. Boniface, 
offering practical advice to 
churches on how to become 
more visible online and learn 
how to launch your parish 
presence in the digital world. 

On May 17, guest speaker 
Clayton Imoo, from the Arch-
diocese of Vancouver, spoke 
on Double Taps, Double Lives 
delving into how a person’s 
online presence doesn’t al-
ways accurately portray who 
that person really is. 
The next evening Mr. Imoo 

presented on Disconnecting 
Media & Reconnecting Fam-
ily. The presentation covered 
using media as a positive tool 
for connecting families and 

maintaining a healthy balance 
with both social media and 
technology.
Videos of these presenta-

tions can be seen on the 
Archdiocese of St. Boniface 
website.
St. Viator’s Church in Dau-

phin arranged for a number of 
activities during the National 
Week for Life and the Fam-
ily, including a screening of 
the movie Irreplaceable, a 
documentary by Focus on the 
Family that introduces audi-
ences to God’s design for the 
family. St. Viator’s also host-
ed  a bake sale, a Life Hike, 
and a Mother’s Day brunch.
Over the years a number of 

videos have been created to 
share the National Week for 
Life and the Family in Mani-
toba with as wide an audience 
as possible. These include 
a 2015 event dubbed Late 
Night with the Bishops.There 
are also video messages from 
each of the bishops discussing 
the meaning and importance 
of the National Week for Life 
and the Family. The videos 
can be found on YouTube by 
searching NWLF Archdio-
cese of Winnipeg.

Contributed by
James Buchok

National Week for Life and Family: Encountering the Other

From left, Chantale Pham, youth minister at St. Philip Minh church in 
St. Boniface, Mireille Grenier, Youth & Young Adult Ministry Coordina-
tor for the Archdiocese of St. Boniface, guest speaker Clayton Imoo 
and Nadine Fetherston, Co-Coordinator Family & Life Sectors for the 
Archdiocese of St. Boniface.

Videos of events held during this year’s 
National Week for Life and the Family in 

Manitoba can be seen on  the 
Archdiocese of St. Boniface website. Videos from 
past year’s activities are available on YouTube, 
by searching NWLF Archdiocese of Winnipeg.
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By now most of you have 
heard about the require-

ment of the Government of 
Canada for an attestation to 
be signed in order to apply 
for funding under the Canada 
Summer Jobs Program. You 
will have read Archbishop 
Gagnon’s letter which en-
courages you to write to, or 
sit down with, your MP to 
discuss the requirement of an 
attestation. If not please go to 
the Archdiocese of Winnipeg 
website and read the letter.
Some, however, are still ask-

ing “what has this to do with 
me?”  Others ask “why is this 
important?” Some feel if this 
is what the government wants 
to do, then let them do it as we 
have a separation of Church 
and State in our democracy.
The Canada Summer Jobs 

program is a federal govern-
ment initiative which provides 
wage subsidies to employ-
ers to create employment for 
secondary and post-second-
ary students. The applications 
come from small businesses, 
not-for-profit employers, pub-
lic sector and faith-based or-
ganizations that provide qual-
ity summer jobs for students. 
Many Catholics are involved 
in these businesses or organi-
zations.
In 2016, a grant was given to 

the Canadian Centre for Bio-
ethical Reform, among others, 
and was allegedly used to stuff 
mailboxes in Calgary with co-
lour pamphlets that showed 
graphic images of aborted 
fetuses. Likewise pamphlets 
were distributed in Toronto 
and banners using these imag-
es were displayed by summer 
students at major intersections 
in downtown Toronto.
The federal government 

uses the Canadian Centre for 
Bioethical Reform and its 
anti-abortion campaign as its 
justification for the new re-
quirement of the signing of an 
attestation in the application 

for grants for the 2018 sum-
mer program. The attestation 
states:

Both the job and the organi-
zation’s core mandate respect 

individual human rights in 
Canada including those un-
derlying the Canadian Char-
ter of Rights and Freedoms 

as well as other rights. These 
include reproductive rights 
and the right to be free from 

discrimination on the basis of 
sex, religion, race, national or 
ethnic origin, colour, mental 

or physical disability or 
sexual orientation, or gender 

identity or expression.
Many faith groups have pro-

tested against this attestation. 
The government has respond-
ed by saying that the core 
mandate of most faith groups 
is not affected by what is en-
compassed in the attestation. 
However how can life and 
how life is lived and valued 
not be a core mandate of most 
faith groups?
Our government today has 

taken a stance that abortion is 
a right that women have and 
it appears it will not entertain 
those who have a different 
point of view. So it insists on 
the inclusion of reproductive 
rights in the attestation.
But that brings us back again 

to why the attestation required 
by the government is wrong.
As Catholics we have a his-

tory of social justice. Some 
say that modern day social 
justice began with the indus-
trial age and the then Popes’ 
encyclicals on the need for hu-
mane working conditions in 

the newly emerging factories. 
The Charter of Human Rights 

embodies a great deal of our 
Catholic social teachings. 
However it is open to interpre-
tation and in a multicultural and 
diverse society there will be 
opposing views as to what the 
Charter means. No one right 
as expressed in the Charter is 
greater than another.
So what do we do when we 

perceive an injustice?  We are 
presently journeying through 
a synod in the Archdiocese of 
Winnipeg, where we are try-
ing to determine as a Church 
how we become better dis-
ciples of Christ, a community 
of disciples. How do we do 
that? First  we See, then Judge 
then Act.
In Seeing, we need to name 

the positive traits in the world 
as well as those that fall short 
of the teachings of Jesus 
Christ. In the requirement of 
an attestation the Federal Gov-
ernment is telling those who 
do not have the same under-
standing of reproductive rights 
as the Government does, that 
they are not eligible for the 
benefits that the government 
can provide. In essence one 
might argue the government 
does not perceive them to be 
worthy Canadian citizens. The 
Government is refusing to see 
the harm it is doing to individ-
ual human dignity by making 
everyone think and believe the 
same. Freedom of religion, 
and conscience, and expres-
sion are not as important as 
what the Government holds 
to be truth. This stance by the 

Government falls short of the 
teachings of Jesus Christ.
Having determined that the 

requirement of this attestation 
falls short of the teachings of 
Jesus Christ, secondly we 
Judge or analyse the situation. 
To require those whose reli-
gion and or conscience sign 
an attestation that includes 
reproductive rights, which the 
government defines as includ-
ing abortion, does not uphold 
the human dignity of all. Too 
often now, in our increas-
ingly secular society, religious 
rights and conscience rights 
are deemed to be expendable. 
I as an individual have the 
right to believe and follow the 
Catholic faith and I have the 
right to follow my conscience. 
Why should I be penalized for 
doing so? Why as a Canadian 
citizen should I not be able to 
participate fully in our democ-
racy? Why should any faith 
be so penalized? And if the 
attestation requirement is as a 
result of the flyers and banners 
used by the Canadian Centre 
of Bioethical Reform where is 
freedom of expression?  While 
we individually may not agree 
to the use of such graphic anti-
abortion imagery, freedom of 
expression allows individuals 
to use it. In the furtherance of 
human dignity we seek a so-
ciety where all are allowed to 
express themselves. We look 
down on societies which op-
press the right to freedom of 
expression through the use 
of incarceration or state run 
media. Those societies make 
outcasts and criminals of those 
who think or believe different-
ly. If we turn a blind eye to our 
Government’s suppression 
of freedom of expression are 
we not doing the same?  And 
where will it lead ?  In order to 
protect a society which allows 
each individual the human 
dignity of living equal to all  
others, in faith and diversity, 
can we really just allow the 
government to dictate how we 
must think and act?
So what is left for us to do is 

to Act and propose measures 
that lead to living out more 
fully our discipleship in Christ. 
What do we do?  We protest 
the limits being placed on 
our freedom of religion, con-
science and expression. We let 
Government know that the at-
testation is not proper through 
letter writing and through 
conversations with our Mem-
bers of Parliament as well as 
others. We have conversations 
amongst ourselves and others 
to better understand. We do 
not and cannot remain silent.

Contibuted by
Patti Fitzmaurice 
Coordinator at Micah House, 
the Catholic Centre for 
Social Justice

Lent. A journey taking place from Ash Wednesday to 
the Triduum. A time of conversion with the assistance 

of scripture, prayers, rituals, practices and penance. But 
what is the conversion we seek. Do we really know what 
the goal is? 
It is so easy to be caught up in the day-to-day life we all 

lead, that we lose focus of what life is all about. We fret 
about what is going on in the world. We feel overwhelmed 
by news of day, especially in this time of never ending 
news about injustice and inequality. A time when spiritual-
ity and religion is easily dismissed. I am looking forward 
to a Lenten journey. Lent reminds me to take time out of 
the usual routines and to get to know why I am Catholic, 
why I am a Christian and what I want my life to be about. 
So I tune out of social media for a while and spend time 
with Christ. I heard someone say they were going to spend 
less time on Facebook and more Face time with the Book 
(scripture).
I just finished a book by Fr. Gregory Boyle, an American 

Jesuit who founded Homeboy Industries one of the larg-
est and most successful gang rehabilitation programs in 
the world. I thought it would tell of gang life but it was so 
much more. The book is entitled Barking to the Choir, The 
Power of Radical Kinship. I strongly recommend it. Father 
Boyle shares his experience working with gang members 
and shows how this experience has impacted his faith. I 
don’t need to tell you that we are all the Choir. He writes, 
“In a recent New Yorker profile of American Baptists, the 
congregation’s leadership resigned itself to the fact that 
‘secular culture’ would always be ‘hostile’ to Christianity. 
I don’t believe this is true. Our culture is hostile only to 
the inauthentic living of the gospel. It sniffs out hypocrisy 
everywhere and knows when Christians aren’t taking seri-
ously, what Jesus took seriously. It is, by and large, hostile 
to the right things. It actually longs to embrace the gospel 
of inclusion and nonviolence, of compassionate love and 
acceptance.”  
I sometimes forget my life is not about me. I get stuck 

in complacency and forget God is about kinship and com-
passion. Like Christ, I can stand with the sinner, the leper, 
and those on the margin. I can look with awe at what most 
people carry rather than in judgment of how they carry it. 
As Father Boyle says, “People know that the original pro-
gram is about living the gospel with joy and always being 
mindful of the poor. They know it is about an invitation to 
the margins, knowing that if we stand there, the margins get 
erased. It is not about taking the right stand on issues but 
about standing in the right place with the excluded and the 
damaged.”  That “compassion breeds hope”
So this Lent I am taking a time out to reflect on how I can 

stand on the margins and how I can greet all people with 
awe. As said in Acts 2:43, Awe came upon everyone, be-
cause many wonders and signs were done by the apostles. 
This is a time to allow the tenderness of God’s love remind 
me that we are all in this life together and thereby hopefully 
to allow peace, justice and equality to ensue. We are all Je-
sus, some are maybe less recognizable as such. We are all 
“diamonds covered in dust.”  We just need a place to come 
to where some of the dust can be wiped off. I am taking 
time this lent to shrug off what the media tells me is impor-
tant and instead try to move further in the journey to make 
God and his message the centre of my life. I want to live as 
Christ lived, to take seriously what he took seriously: inclu-
sion, nonviolence, unconditional, compassionate, loving-
kindness and acceptance. To become one with the people 
on the margins and to truly receive them, not try to “save” 
them. That would be a truly authentic Christian life.

Patti Fitzmaurice is coordinator at Micah House, 
the Catholic Centre for Social Justice
1039 Main St., Winnipeg R2W 3R2  (204) 589-5393
sjustice@archwinnipeg.ca. Join us on Facebook

The Work of Micah House is supported by your  
generous contributions to Sharing God’s Gifts.

If you’re Catholic, changes to Canada Summer 
Jobs Program have everything to do with you

The View from 
Micah House

Helping Hands at St. Augustine’s, Brandon

Helping out serving hot meals last Christmas are Fr. Michael Tkachuk 
of St. Mary’s Ukrainian Catholic Church in Brandon, and Deacon John 
MacKenzie and Fr. Kelly Wilson with St. Augustine of Canterbury Church. 
Photo by Brother Ray West, Knights of Columbus. 

I have the right to follow the 
Catholic faith and I have the 

right to follow my conscience. 
Why should I be penalized 

for doing so? 
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Mass for the Institution of Acolyte for Permanent Diaconate Candidates

A Mass for the Institution of  Acolyte for the Permanent Diaconate Candidates was celebrated 
Sat., Feb. 17 at St. Benedict’s Monastery, West St. Paul. Candidates for diaconate and for 

priesthood receive the ministry of  acolyte as they continue their formation before ordination. 
Picture by Rochelle Cordova.

Tues. June 6 11:00am First Nations Ministry Committee,
     St Dominic’s Parish, Neepawa
Wed. June 7 12:30 pm Mass, University of  Winnipeg, Winnipeg
June 8    Catholic Health Alliance of  Canada Meeting, 
     Toronto
Sat.  June 10 11:00 am Archdiocesan Pastoral Council, Winnipeg
Sun.  June 11 9:00 am Mass & Pastoral Visit, St Anne’s Parish,   
    Petersfield
Tues.  June 13 3:00 pm Return to Spirit Board Meeting, Winnipeg
Fri.   June 16 10:00 am Catholic Health Association of  Manitoba 
     Meeting, St Boniface
Sat.  June 17 9:00 am Fifth Synod Session, St John XXIII Parish,
     Winnipeg
Sun  June 18   CCCB Listenign Session, Winnipeg
  June 20-23  CCCB Permanent Council Meeting, Ottawa
  June 24  CCCB Listening Session, Saskatoon
Sun.  June 25 11:30 am Palm Sunday Mass, St Mary’s Cathedral
Mon. June 26 7:30 pm Mass of  Chrism, St Mary’s Cathedral
Thurs. June 29 7:30 pm Holy Thursday Mass, St Mary’s Cathedral
Fri.  June 30 9:00 am Pubic Way of  the Cross, St Vital Parish,   
    Winnipeg
      3:00 pm Good Friday Celebration, St Mary’s Cathedral
Sat.  June 31 8:00 pm Holy Saturday Mass, St Mary’s Cathedral
Sun. April 1    9:30 am Easter Sunday Mass, St Mary’s Cathedral
    11:30 am Easter Sunday Mass, St Mary’s Cathedral
Sat.  April 7       4:00 pm Confirmation, St Ann’s Parish, Winnipeg
Tues. April 10    3:00 pm Return to Spirit Board Meeting, Winnipeg
Wed.      April 11     1:30 p.m.  National Week for Life and Family Committee  
     Meeting, Ukrainian Archeparchy, Winnipeg
Fri.  April 13    5:00 pm Opening Mass of  Archdiocesan CWL
     Convention, St. Michael’s Parish, Gimli
Sat.  April 14  10:00 am Blessing of  St Peter’s new Multi-purpose Hall 
     St Peter’s Parish, Winnipeg
Tues. April 17  11:30 am CHSM Meeting, St Boniface
                          4:00 p.m.  Archdiocesan Finance Council Meeting
Wed. April 18    7:00 pm Confirmation, Our Lady of  Perpetual Help 
     Parish, Winnipeg
Thurs. April 19     6:00 pm Caritas Dinner, Convention Centre, Winnipeg
Fri.   April 20     7 p.m.  Dand P Regional Assembly, 
     Universitry of  St. Boniface
Sun. April 22     7:00 pm Holy Hour for Vocations, St Mary’s Cathedral
Tues. April 24     7:00 pm Novena Mass for Patroness, St Gianna’s 
     Parish, Winnipeg
Wed. April 25     6:30 pm K of  C Fundraising Dinner for St. Charles  
     School, St John XXIII Parish, Winnipeg
Thurs. April 26     9:30 am Spirit Days, St Maurice School, Winnipeg
       7:00 pm Confirmation, St Vital Parish, Winnipeg
Fri.  April 27     2:00 pm Mass, Stony Mountain Institution, 
     Stony Mountain
Sat.  April 28     2:00 pm Mass - Youth Summit, St Peter’s Multi-purpose  
     Hall, Winnipeg
Sun. April 29   11:00 am Confirmation, Ste-Rose-da-Lima Parish,
     Ste-Rose-du Lac
  April 30-May 4  Annual Priests’ Retreat, Pinawa
Sat.  May 5       10:00 am Confirmation, St Augustine of  Canterbury 
     Parish, Brandon
   4:00 pm  Confirmation, St Helen’s Parish, 
     Shoal Lake
Sun. May 6 10:00 am Confirmation, St Lazare Parish,
     St Lazare

Tues. May 8  3:00 pm  Returning to Spirit Board Meeting, 
      Winnipeg
    7:00 pm  Confirmation, St John Cantius Parish, 
      Winnipeg
Wed. May 9  10:45 am Priestly Wellness Committee,
      St John Cantius Parish, Winnipeg
Thurs. May 10  7:00 pm  Confirmation, St Anthony of  Padua  
      Parish (WK), Winnipeg
Sat.  May 12  7:00 pm  Confirmation, St Columba’s Parish, 
      Swan River
Sun. May 13  1:00 pm  Confirmation, St Joseph’s Parish,
      Ebb & Flow
Tues. May 15  10:30 am Council of  Priests Meeting, Winnipeg
    7:00 pm  Confirmation, St Ignatius Parish,
      Winnipeg
Wed. May 16  7:00 pm  Confirmation, St Paul the Apostle 
      Parish, Winnipeg
Sat.  May 19  5:00 pm  Confirmation, St Mary’s Cathedral
Sun. May 20  7:00 pm  Solemn Evening Prayer to 
      Close the Synod, St Mary’s Cathedral
Wed. May 23  7:00 pm  School Board of  Consultors Meeting, 
      Winnipeg
Thurs. May 24  7:00 pm  Confirmation, Holy Ghost Parish, 
      Winnipeg
Sat.  May 26  1:00 pm  Confirmation, Immaculate Conception  
      Parish, Skownan
Sun. May 27  11:00 am Confirmation, St Hedwig’s Parish, 
      Brandon
Tues. May 29  11 a.m.  Interdiocesan Aboriginal Committee  
      Meeting, Portage la Prairie
    7:00 pm  Confirmation, St John Brebeuf  
      Parish, Winnipeg
  May 30-June 1   COLF Conference, Ottawa
Sat.  June 2  5:00 pm  100th Anniversary Mass,
      Sacred Heart Parish, Melita
Sun. June 3  9:00 am  Confirmation, St Alphonsus’ Parish, 
      Minnedosa
Tues. June 5  11:30 am CHSM Meeting, St Boniface
Wed. June 6  7:00 pm  Confirmation, St Theresa’s Parish, 
      Winnipeg
Sat. June 9  4:30 pm  Confirmation, St Gianna’s Parish,
      Winnipeg
Sun. June 10  7:30 pm  Confirmation, St Edward’s Parish, 
      Winnipeg
Tues. June 12  3:00 pm  Returning to Spirit Board Meeting, 
      Winnipeg
Wed. June 13  3:00 pm  Archdiocesan Finance CounciL,
      Winnipeg
    7:00 pm  Confirmation, St. Patrick’s Parish,
      Winnipeg
  June 15-16    Candidates for Diaconate Retreat, 
      St. Benedict’s
Sun. June 17  11:30 am Confirmation, Immaculate Conception  
      Parish, Winnipeg
  June 19-21   CCCB Permanent Council, Ottawa
Sun. June 24                12:00 pm Confirmation, Holy Rosary Parish, 
      Winnipeg
Tues. June 26                  9:15 am Mass, Our Lady of  Victory SchooL,  
      Winnipeg

Archbishop Gagnon’s Schedule  

The New Wine Press is available online at www.archwinnipeg.ca

Relic of St. Francis Xavier 

The relic of St. Francis Xavier was vener-
ated at St. Mary’s Cathedral Jan. 16 as it 
made its way across Canada in a holy tour 

coordinated by Catholic Christian Outreach, a 
group dedicated to pastoral outreach on Ca-
nadian university campuses. The relic of St. 
Francis Xavier consists of his hand and forearm 
which is incorrupt, the saint having died in the 
16th century. It is normally kept in a shrine in 
the Jesuit Church in Rome, the Gesu, and rarely 
leaves Italy. More than 3,000 people attended 
the sacred event.


