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November 9,2014

To: Clergy, Religious and the Faithful of the Archdiocese of Winnipeg

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
I write to you in order to bring news of great joy!

Beginning with the first Sunday of Advent, November 3D, 2014, the Archdiocese of Winnipeg
enters the Centennial year of our establishment as an Archdiocese. On December 4, 1915, in his Papal
Bull, Inter Praecipuas, Pope Benedict XV, erected our new archdiocese from the Archdiocese of St.
Boniface which, at one time, had included all of western Canada. The Most Reverend Alfred Arthur
Sinnott was named as the first archbishop, and over the following 100 years our faith community grew
remarkably as new families settled in our young country, and continue to do so.
The past 100 years also saw hundreds of clergy and religious from allover the world minister to
the People of God in southwestern Manitoba and the institutions built by the Church contributed to the
development of the province of Manitoba. The first inhabitants of Manitoba, the First Nations People,
also received the Gospel from our forebearers, and this relationship continues today. Yet much healing
and reconciliation remains a focal point due to the abuses associated with the Residential School
System. The Centennial Year will present opportunities to further this work of relationships and healing.
Marking this Great Jubilee of our Centennial Year, we cannot help but look with gratitude
towards our sister archdiocese, the Archdiocese of St. Boniface, which in many ways is also our mother.
The lived faith of those who came before us, the settlers from Quebec and parts of eastern Canada and
Europe as well as the unique culture of the Metis people, has enabled the Archdiocese of Winnipeg to
grow and flourish and welcome the many newcomers who have made their home in this land.
As Advent is the beginning of a new Liturgical Year in the life of the Church, so our Centennial
Year is also a new day in the life of the Archdiocese of Winnipeg. Our 10 year Pastoral Vision, Building a
Church of Communion is now coming to completion and we look forward to a new day as we prepare for

our future together. We have chosen as our centennial theme: Proclaiming Christ Always. Let us be
grateful for the proclamation of faith over these past 100 years, let us continue to Proclaim Christ with
enthusiasm to the men and women of today, and let us ask the Lord for the Grace to build the Kingdom
of God during the next 100 years in our archdiocese.

To mark this important celebration of faith, a variety of events are being planned over the
coming year: We will open the Centennial Year with the celebration of Vespers on December 4, 2014 at
St. Mary's Cathedral in Winnipeg. Central to our Centennial celebrations will be a grand liturgical
celebration for the whole archdiocese at the MTS Centre on Pentecost Sunday, May 24, 2015, at 1:00
pm. This will be a celebration of the Holy Spirit as we enter our second 100 years and a significant way
to worsh ip as a Church of Communion in the heart of Winnipeg! All of the Confirmations throughout
the archdiocese will be celebrated at this liturgy and the parishes, religious communities, schools,
institutions and charitable apostolates will be invited to be part of the pre-Liturgical procession. I invite
everyone in the Archdiocese of Winnipeg to mark your calendars in anticipation of this event and to wait
for the details to follow in the near future.
Throughout the coming Centennial Year, there will be many projects which are now in
development, such as an Academic Conference on the Catholic Church in Western Canada, sponsored by
St. Paul's College and the Archdiocese of Winnipeg; an event honouring the Religious Orders in our
archdiocese; a work of art as a legacy project; a Centennial Prayer Banner, a newly composed Eucharistic
Hymn as well as a special focus for the Chrism Mass during Holy Week . The Centennial Year will be
concluded on December 4,2015, at a special Liturgy in St. Mary's Cathedral. You will be informed about
each of these events and celebrations as we move into our Centennial Year. We must not forget,
however, that an event such as our 100 Anniversa ry should also be celebrated at the local level during
this coming year, in our parishes, schools, hospitals and health care facilities and groups forming the
apostolate of charity. I look forward to hearing how local initiatives are developed during this special
year. Needless to say, we will need many volunteers for the Pentecost Sunday event and I know that the
People of God will respond with dedication and enthusiasm.
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The celebration of a Great Jubilee such as our 100 Anniversary is a once in a lifetime event that
will build up our community of faith and assist us to look to the future with hope. I am deeply grateful to
our Archdiocesan Centennial Committee and the various sub-committees for their hard work and
dedication. Our Centennial Jubilee is indeed an occasion of great joy and I ask for your support and your
prayers as we Proclaim Christ Always!

i1~4---+Richard Gagnon
Archbishop of Winnipeg

