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"The Church which goes forth is a community of missionary disciples who take
the first step, who are involved and supportive, who bear fruit and rejoice."

- Evangelii Gaudium, 24

Water from the Angels: Graced Moments in our Everyday Lives
Linda Chiupka
As I write this, parishes have begun to work through the key activities in the first stage of Synod implementation,
Hearing the Call.
Discerning God’s voice is not something that can be forced, but comes to us naturally when periods of stillness allow
Him to penetrate our thoughts. Samuel heard God in the silence of pre-dawn, while Moses encountered Him in the
daily task of tending sheep. In the latter case, it was not God’s voice but an element of nature that first caught the
prophet’s attention - a bush that burned, but was not consumed. How different would his life have been had Moses
been too preoccupied to notice the unusual phenomenon, or too busy to contemplate its meaning?
I noticed God’s gentle prodding twice this past Christmas when my grandsons, aged three and five, accompanied me
to Mass. The first time it was the younger who quietly expressed his authoritative observation. “That’s Jesus’ mother.
She’s holding him,” he said. When I asked “Where?” he pointed to a place far behind us. Although we were mid-way
through the service, his mind had drawn him back to a replica of Michelangelo’s Pieta that we had passed on our way
to the pew. A few weeks later, sitting in the basement overflow during the very popular 4:00 p.m. Christmas Vigil, I
noticed his brother moving from one family member to another to whisper a request. Finding no satisfaction, he
finally arrived at my side. “Grandma,” he asked softly and hopefully, “Can you take me to get water from the angel?”
It took a few moments for my brain to register that he was referring to the large statues that greet visitors to St.
Augustine’s. After the Mass I honoured his request. As he dipped his fingers into the bowl resting in the angel’s
outstretched hands, I told him that I had a source of holy water as well, and that I would show it to him the next time
he visited.
When he did, I lifted him up to the small font and helped him make the sign of the cross. Days later, the boys
returned for a large family gathering. After the meal, as people chatted in groups of two and three, I noticed Gabriel
making his way around the room. In his hands was the font that he had somehow removed from the wall without
spilling. Reverently he presented the treasured object to each guest, offering them an opportunity to bless
themselves.
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God constantly works to draw us to Him through works of music and art, elements of nature, and through the
gracious acts of others. Contemplating such examples of beauty, truth and goodness, our minds cannot help but
consider their source. That search inevitably leads to Jesus Christ, who is the fullness of God’s revelation and God’s
perfect self-expression. As we progress through the stages of implementation, we should take comfort in knowing
that God is always ahead of us, preparing the soil to ensure a fruitful harvest. Our job, as disciples, is to listen for His
Holy Spirit, who knows best how to tend to those seeds that have already been planted.

Milestones
Our goals for this stage of the journey are to: introduce our parish communities to our process of renewal, become
familiar with synodality, reflect on the post-synodal letter, Disciples on the Way, incorporate lectio divina into parish
life, and host a parish listening session. Below are a few examples of how some parishes are approaching these
milestones.

Lectio Divina
The need to acquire a greater familiarity with Sacred Scripture was identified as a priority during our recent Synod,
and is what prompted Archbishop Richard Gagnon to encourage the practice of lectio divina in his March 2019
pastoral letter. Earlier this year, Pope Francis communicated his own support for the practice when he named the
third Sunday in Ordinary Time, ‘The Sunday of the Word of God’. Parishioners across the Archdiocese are beginning
to respond to this call to foster a greater love for meeting Christ in Scripture. Below are some of the examples I came
across in preparing this newsletter.
I recently attended a meeting at St. John XXIII in Winnipeg. While there, I picked up a copy of the bulletin they had
prepared in advance of the third Sunday. Along with the usual content, it contained:
an excerpt from Pope Francis’s letter of institution with a link to the full letter;
a detailed guide to lectio divina and link to a .pdf;
information on NRSV bibles available for purchase at the parish and on where to access the free Living With
Christ app available for smart phones; and,
Gospel reflections for the next two Sundays that offered some historical context.
Congratulations to St. John XXIII for the very thorough job they did in supporting an initiative recommended by our
Holy Father, and local Shepherd!
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Milestones (cont'd)
In another recent bulletin, Monsignor Maurice Comeault of Our Lady of Perpetual Help reflected on the benefit of
beginning parish gatherings with lectio divina, saying:
“…the very experience of prayer expressed or not at the time can have a positive influence in the outcome of
the purpose of any particular reason to meet in the first place. The ripple effect will be parochial but may reach
out in areas known to God alone.”
How often is it the case that we brush off a word, thought, or experience at the time only to have it return later,
prompting us to a new or deeper understanding. Thank you, Msgr. Comeault, for your thoughtful reminder.
A Mom’s Prayer Group that operates out of St. Augustine’s in Brandon has been exploring lectio divina as a method
of fostering love and intimacy in the family. The film series itself will draw to a close in April, while the practice is
intended to continue to be a part of future gatherings enabling the participants to become more confident leaders.
What a wonderful way to foster a love of Scripture in our smallest disciples!

Listening Sessions
On January 4, 2020, members of St. Vital Parish met to plan their upcoming Listening Sessions. Drawing key sections
from Disciples on the Way: A Parish Guide for Synod Implementation, the group created a number of single page
handouts each of which addresses a different aspect of implementation. These bulletin inserts will allow
parishioners to digest the information in smaller bites. The final handout will list the questions that will be asked
during their Listening Session.
On the weekend of November 23rd, only one week after the Archdiocesan Post-Synod gathering, the leadership team
at Good Shepherd Church in Portage la Prairie circulated an in-pew survey at each of the weekend Masses. The
result was 98 suggestions offered by 40 individuals. This initiative will be followed by a parish Listening Session to
take place in March.
Other Milestones:
In January I attended my first meeting as a member of the newly-formed commission tasked with updating the Norms
for Parish Pastoral Councils. Updating the Norms is a response to Synod proposal #17, while proposal #23
recommended that "we develop a synodal approach to governance and pastoral ministry at and between all levels of
the Archdiocesan Church."
The commission, under the leadership of Fr. John Okosun, is expected to present an initial draft by May 1st, 2020. At
that point the Archbishop will present the document to the Council of Priests for their review and input.
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Upcoming Parish Events & Intiatives:
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

February 12: Westman Deanery Meeting
February 20: Winnipeg Central Deanery Meeting
March 9: Meeting of the Commission for the Review of Parish Pastoral Council Guidelines
March 10: Notre Dame, Toutes Aides, & St. Anthony, Rorketon - Listening Session
March 13, 8-9:30 p.m.: St. Vital, Winnipeg - Listening Session A
March 14, 10:00-11:30 a.m.: St. Vital, Winnipeg - Listening Session B
March 14, 10:00 a.m. – 12 p.m.: Good Shepherd Church, Portage la Prairie - Listening Session
March 25, 1:00-3:00 p.m.; 7:00-9:00 p.m.: St. Viator's, Dauphin - Listening Session

Springs of Refreshment
During our Archdiocesan Synod, 'Formation in the Faith' emerged as a top priority. Archbishop Gagnon, in his postsynodal proclamation Disciples on the Way, reminds us that as Christians, we have a single vocation - to share in the
life and ministry of Jesus Christ, and this requires that we respond to Christ’s universal call to holiness (p. 11). We
advance in holiness when we take time to rest in the Lord who instructs, reveals and nourishes us with his grace. The
Christian formation experiences listed below should be of particular interest to those who are in position of
ministerial leadership, but also for anyone.
St. Augustine of Canterbury, Brandon
March 16, 17 & 18. 7:00 p.m.
The Tempter and the Tempted with Fr. Patrick Neufeld.
St. Charles, Winnipeg
March 28, 9:30 a.m. - 3:15 p.m. - $20 (includes lunch).
Messengers of Hope with Sr. Cathy Laviolette
RSVP to Anna 201-895-2420 or Fran 204-889-7348.
St. John XXIII, Winnipeg
Friday, March 13, 2020. 7:45 - 9:30 p.m.
Christ’s Encounter with the Samaritan Woman with Reverend Robert Polz, and Sharon Camier, R.S.V.P.
catechetics@archwinnipeg.ca or call 204-452-2227 ext. 243.
St. Theresa’s, Winnipeg
Friday, March 20, 21 & 22 - $150/couple (limited to 25 couples)
The Vocation of Marriage: A Path to Holiness with Mrs. Jocelyn Kehler and Fr. David Kowalski.
St. Viator’s, Dauphin
Feb. 29 10:30-4:00 p.m. (Lunch provided)
Established, Anointed and Sent with Archbishop Richard Gagnon
Open to members of Parkland Deanery. RSVP with your pastor.
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