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"The Church which goes forth is a community of missionary disciples who take
the first step, who are involved and supportive, who bear fruit and rejoice."

- Evangelii Gaudium, 24

Late summer/early fall is a wonderful time of endings and beginnings. Although the swimming season is drawing to a
close, it is still warm enough for barbecues and fishing trips. The end of the growing season marks the beginning of
harvest when farmers gather their yields and gardeners begin the busy process of freezing and canning. Those with
young children look forward to the structure of the academic year as they shop for school supplies, running shoes
and new clothes, while others begin the process of helping older students settle into college or university. The
Church also has a rhythm that corresponds to the seasons, and so those involved in ministries begin to prepare for
meetings, catechesis and other activities.
This normal rhythm of both the secular and sacred aspects of our lives has been disrupted for the past year and a
half, yet we remain hopeful that the COVID-related public health restrictions that have so greatly impacted our
worship and ministry efforts will continue to be improved. Let us pray that such will be the case, and that this new
season might be a time of renewal in both society and our local Church as we continue to implement the
recommendations of our Synod.

PRAYER FOR THE BEGINNING OF AUTUMN
O God of Creation, you have blessed us with the changing of the seasons.
As we welcome the autumn months,
may the earlier setting of the sun
remind us to take time to rest.
May the brilliant colors of the leaves
remind us of the wonder of your creation.
May the steam of our breath in the cool air
remind us that it is you who give us the breath of life.
May the harvest from the fields remind us of the abundance we have been given and bounty we are to share with others.
May the dying of summer’s spirit remind us of your great promise that death is temporary and life is eternal.
We praise you for your goodness forever and ever. Amen.
- University of Notre Dame
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Synod Implementation Coordinator
(431) 541 - 4150 | lchiupka@archwinnipeg.ca

Milestones
Archdiocese Publishes Acts of the Synod
Although our Synod officially closed on Pentecost 2018, the administrative work related to the two-year event
continued for some time. One of the last major tasks was completed recently on May 23 when Archbishop Richard
Gagnon formally published the ‘Acts of the Synod’. This 175-page official and canonical document contains the
decrees, pastoral letters, lists of delegates, forty-two recommended proposals, and other important documents that
were part of the Synod process. As such, it is an important historical document that describes and commemorates
our first synodal gathering. The Acts has been sent to the Holy See, the CCCB and to the bishops of Manitoba, with
additional copies sent to each parish. Be sure to have a look at this testament to our hard work and collaborative
effort. May it not only be informative, and a source of pride, but also motivation to continue along the path of
implementation. The Acts of the Synod can be found on our archdiocesan website: www.archwinnipeg.ca.

Social Media Workshops to Take Place This Fall
The Communication Services Offices is continuously finding ways to support the implementation of the 42
recommendations of our Archdiocesan Synod. Specifically, we have been working with Synod Recommendation #28:
We become a Church in continuous formation. To that end, we are working to create a formal Social Media Policy
handbook and a Social Media Workshop that will be made available to all of our parishes. As the work of
communications worldwide is continuously forming and being reformed, it is our responsibility to "keep up" and
share our knowledge with others along the way. This is what we hope to accomplish during the fall.
A policy will provide better structure and guidance for how parishes and various groups in our community
communicate over social media. The workshops will help staff and parish priests put that policy into action. We look
forward to meeting (hopefully in person) very soon to be able to do this!
-

Janelle Lafantaisie, Social Media Coordinator

Priests Participate in Modified Retreat
After missing their annual spiritual retreat in May 2020, priests felt the need for one this year. Aware of the physical
restrictions, some priests were saying, "we need something". So from May 4 to 6, we had our very modified retreat via
Zoom with Bishop Claude Champagne, o.m.i., of the Diocese of Edmundston, New Brunswick, as our preacher. The
whole format was a combination of preached and private sessions. The Bishop gave two talks each day centring on
the topic: "Church is mission". After the talks, each priest was to decide for himself to do reflections/meditations,
celebrate Mass, pray the rosary, visit the Blessed Sacrament, etc. We certainly missed the physical togetherness,
"collegiality", camaraderie and of course, the gaudeamus.
- Fr. Yolly Gamallo, Chair of the Organizing Committee

Indigenous Relations Remain a Priority
Brother Thomas Novak, o.m.i., has been fostering dialogue between the Church and Aboriginal Communities since
long before his involvement with the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. Ministering out of St. Kateri Parish in
Winnipeg, Brother Tom’s position directly responds to Synod Recommendation #24: "We nurture a right and
respectful relationship between indigenous and non-indigenous people."
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In this spirit, he has been working with parishes, schools and organizations to put together educational workshops
and dialogue events involving parishioners and Indigenous elders and Indigenous neighbours.
Recently, the revelation of hundreds of unmarked graves at the sites of many former Indian Residential Schools
brought the harsh and painful realities that were experienced at these schools into public focus. Responding to this,
Br. Thomas has been organizing sharing circles where Indigenous Catholics and others can share their feelings in a
safe space. In addition, Br. Thomas has been working toward increasing Indigenous leadership in First Nations and
Métis Church communities.
Br. Thomas is available to organize sessions to train Indigenous lay leaders in their communities, anywhere in the
Archdiocese. If you would be interested in creating dialogue, education or sharing events in your parish or
organization, call Br. Thomas at (204) 287-8583 or email him at tnovak@mymts.net.

Faith Formation and Spiritual Retreats
Fall is typically a time when people begin to look for learning opportunities that also help the winter pass by more
easily. Below are a few opportunities you might want to consider.
Newman Theological College offers a number of certificate courses on various aspects of the Catholic faith including
Catechesis, New Evangelization, Pastoral Care, Religious education, Scripture and Social Justice. Each course runs
five weeks and all are offered online, which allows you to study from the comfort of home and work around your
personal schedule. Courses, which are only $85.00 each, may be taken individually or with the intent of working
towards one of 22 specialized Certificates in Catholic Studies. The program is open to adults and youth regardless of
their education level. A limited number of bursaries are available for first-time students experiencing financial need.
Those interested are invited to contact the Program Director at sandra.talarico@newman.edu or call their toll-free
number 1-844-392-2450.
‘Growing in Wisdom: Seeking Deeper Generativity’ is an ecumenical program designed for those seeking to engage
in their maturing years with wisdom and grace. This is a time in which we can begin to look back on the life we have
lived and find openness to new or previously undeveloped inner vistas. It is a time to begin to come to terms with our
own mortality and the grace we find in facing this part of our lives with wisdom and satisfaction. This two-year
program is a dynamic interplay between and among each participant, the Growing in Wisdom Community, and
Divine Mystery, assisting in the inner transformation of participants as the journey unfolds. It is a program modelled
after the Forest Dwelling Program from the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, Texas. The first intensive from
September 14 - 18, 2021 will be offered entirely on Zoom. For more information contact Nancy Phillips, Program
Coordinator at (204) 470-9437 or dnphil@mymts.net.
‘Join the Journey - Body, Mind and Spirit’ is an 8-week virtual volunteer training course beginning the week of
September 26th, 2021. It is designed to help develop a deeper understanding of how to accompany older adults in
every aspect of their journey, whether they are living at home, in Supportive Housing or are in Long-Term Care.
Registration is $125. Contact Julie Turenne-Maynard at 204-771-5585 for more information.
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