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Public Way of the Cross
Thank you for joining in this devotional prayer as
an Archdiocesan family of faith.
We desire a prayerful experience for all and we
encourage you to abide by the following:
• Allow the cross to lead the procession at all times.
• Follow along in the program.
• Readers are assigned at each station.
• Sing along with the procession and at each station.
• Stay on the road and/or public property.
• Respect our neighbours’ private property.
• Follow the instructions of the team directing traffic as we process.
• Every effort will be made to wait until all have arrived at each stop before the
station begins.
• If you require assistance along the route, please do not hesitate to approach any
member of the traffic team.
• The Winnipeg Police Service will be present throughout our procession.
• There are no public restrooms available on the route.

Grade 11-1 Religion Class, authors of the reflection for each station
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Living Peace Through Justice Together
If you want Peace, work for Justice.
-Pope Paul Vl

Opening Prayer
Prayer Leader

The Cross is the central symbol of Christianity.
It symbolizes Jesus’ infinite love for us and His obedient surrender to God’s will.
The Cross challenges us to love unconditionally.
Pause
Love is energy. It’s not something we can perceive with our physical senses, but people
can usually tell you when they feel it and when they don’t. Very few people feel
enough love in their lives because the world has become a rather loveless place.
We can hardly imagine a world in which all of us were in love, all the time, with everyone.
There would be no more war because we wouldn’t fight. There would be no hunger
because we would feed each other. There would be no environmental breakdown
because we would love ourselves, our children and our planet too much to destroy it.
There would be no prejudice, oppression or violence of any kind.
There would be no more sorrow.
There would only be peace.
- Marianne Williamson

Choir

The Least of These | Janet Sullivan Whitaker
Pause

All

Jesus, in Baptism, we were marked with the sign of the Cross. Through this sign we are
called to be your disciples and to make you the centre of our daily lives. Let us take up this
cross as you did, and share in the suffering and pain of others with the desire to live peace
through justice together. We ask this in your Holy Name, Amen.

After the Cross and Choir process, all in attendance are asked to follow.
Song for all to sing as we process to Station 1
By Your Cross | Suzanne Toolan, R.S.M.
We adore you, O Jesus Christ,
For by your cross, you redeemed the world.
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Station 1
Advocacy

Ecumenical Corner—Academy Road & Wellington Crescent

Song for all to sing

God’s Cause | David Haas
God’s cause is the only concern of our hearts.
God’s cause is our cause.

Reader

Authentic prayer never leads us to complacency,
but needles us,
makes us uneasy at times.
- St. Teresa of Avila
O God, from my youth you have taught me, and I still proclaim your wondrous deeds.
So even to old age and grey hairs, O God, do not forsake me,
until I proclaim your might to all the generations to come.
- Psalm 71:17-18
Nellie McClung became the voice for Canadian women fighting tirelessly for women’s
right to vote. She inspires us to find the courage to challenge the status quo.
We too must fight for those who have had their voices silenced.

All

How can I use my voice to boldly advocate for what is right and just in the world?
Advocacy is to live peace through justice together.

Song for all to sing

Litany of Peace | Barbara Bridge
Make me an instrument of your peace.
Make me an instrument of your peace.

Song for all to sing as we process to Station 2

Hosea | arranged by Mary David Callahan
Refrain: Long have I waited for your coming home to me
and living deeply our new life.
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Station 2
Equity

Wellington Crescent at Munson Park

Song for all to sing

God’s Cause | David Haas
God’s cause is the only concern of our hearts.
God’s cause is our cause.

Reader

As an integral ecology emphasizes, human beings are deeply connected with
all of creation. When we mistreat nature, we also mistreat human beings.
At the same time, each creature has its own intrinsic value that must be respected.
Let us hear “both the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor” (Laudato Si’, 49),
and do our best to ensure an appropriate and timely response.
- Pope Francis
Everyone who thirsts, come to the waters;
and you that have no money, come, buy and eat!
- Isaiah 55:1
Michelle Obama embraces equity especially towards children by advancing
opportunities for girls in our world. Equity doesn’t necessarily mean equality.
Equity means acknowledging that peoples’ needs are different,
and providing for these needs is necessary so all can live in peace, health and joy.
Equity is lived in the Church’s call to preferential option for the poor;
providing for those who have less than yourself.

All

When have I failed to hear the cry of the poor?
Equity is to live peace through justice together.

Song for all to sing

Litany of Peace | Barbara Bridge
Make me an instrument of your peace.
Make me an instrument of your peace.

Song for all to sing as we process to Station 3
Transfigure Us, O Lord | Bob Hurd
Transfigure us, O Lord, transfigure us, O Lord.
Break the chains that bind us; speak your healing word,
And where you lead we’ll follow.
Transfigure us, O Lord.
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Station 3
Family
Grosvenor Avenue

Song for all to sing

God’s Cause | David Haas
God’s cause is the only concern of our hearts.
God’s cause is our cause.

Reader

Every effort to make society sensitive to the importance of the family
is a great service to humanity.
- St. John Paul ll
With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings, with calves a year old? He has told you,
O mortal, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice,
and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?
- Micah 6:6, 8
Mothers are role models for their family. They can influence other members to treat each
other with respect and fairness. Families are influential in today’s society. As mothers
strive to instill these values within their family, may we also carry them into our world.

All

How do I model respect and fairness to God’s family?
Families live peace through justice together.

Song for all to sing

Litany of Peace | Barbara Bridge
Make me an instrument of your peace.
Make me an instrument of your peace.

Song for all to sing as we process to Station 4
Behold the Wood | Dan Schutte
Behold, behold the wood of the cross,
On which is hung our salvation.
O come, let us adore.
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Station 4
Inclusivity
Peanut Park

Song for all to sing

God’s Cause | David Haas
God’s cause is the only concern of our hearts.
God’s cause is our cause.

Reader

Society must, by definition, be inclusive of the needs and gifts of all its members.
I believe that those we most often exclude from the normal life of society have
profound lessons to teach us. When we do include them,
they add richly to our lives and add immensely to our world.
- Jean Vanier
A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.”
Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman,
but no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking with her?”
Then the woman left her water-jar and went back to the city. She said to the people,
“Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot be
the Messiah, can he?” They left the city and were on their way to him.
- John 4: 7, 27-30
St. Theresa of Calcutta, a woman who struggled with her faith and lived a simple life,
welcomed all people. We must keep in mind the values and needs of others
while being inclusive to all. The dignity of all people calls us to respect everyone
regardless of age, religion, gender, sexuality, race, etc. May we be challenged
to put aside our differences to live peace through justice together.

All

What barriers do I need to overcome that prevent me from being more inclusive?
Inclusivity is to live peace through justice together.

Song for all to sing

Litany of Peace | Barbara Bridge
Make me an instrument of your peace.
Make me an instrument of your peace.

Song for all to sing as we process to Station 5
Merciful God | Mary Louise Bringle
Gather your people, merciful God,
Gather the longing, the lost, the unsure.
Gather your people, merciful God,
Name us and claim us as yours.
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Station 5
Hospitality
Kingsway Avenue

Song for all to sing

God’s Cause | David Haas
God’s cause is the only concern of our hearts.
God’s cause is our cause.

Reader

All are called to be hospitable, but it is more than serving a meal, filling a bed,
opening our door—it is to open ourselves, our hearts to the needs of others.
Hospitality is not just shelter—but the quality of welcome behind it.
- Dorothy Day
Listen! I am standing at the door, knocking; if you hear my voice and open the door,
I will come in to you and eat with you, and you with me.
- Rev 3:20
Mother Marie-Rose Durocher, foundress of the Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and
Mary, opened her door and her heart to girls who did not have access to education.
Hospitality is about welcoming others into your heart. Mother Marie-Rose’s
example now calls us to work together and open our hearts to those in need.

All

In what way is God inviting me to welcome others whole-heartedly?
Hospitality is to live peace through justice together.

Song for all to sing

Litany of Peace | Barbara Bridge
Make me an instrument of your peace.
Make me an instrument of your peace.

Song for all to sing as we process to Station 5
Were You There | African American Spiritual
1. Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
2. Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
3. Were you there when they pierced him in the side?
4. Were you there when the sun refused to shine?
5. Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?
6. Were you there when they rolled the stone away?
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Station 6
Education
St. Mary’s Academy Grounds

Song for all to sing

God’s Cause | David Haas
God’s cause is the only concern of our hearts.
God’s cause is our cause.

Reader

Moved by an active love, we collaborate in the Church’s mission of education,
with emphasis on the education of the faith,
and with a special concern for the poor and disadvantaged.
- Constitution #3, Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary
But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the things that
your eyes have seen nor to let them slip from your mind all the days of your life;
make them known to your children and your children’s children—how you
once stood before the LORD your God at Horeb, when the LORD said to me,
“Assemble the people for me, and I will let them hear my words, so that they may
learn to fear me as long as they live on the earth, and may teach their children to do so.”
- Deuteronomy 4:9-10
Malala Yousafzai is a champion for the right to education. Scripture teaches us
that knowledge is important. Education is a fundamental human right which
enables every person to develop skills and gifts, to gain broader perspective
and to open the door to greater opportunity.

All

How have I shared my knowledge and nourished the gift of education with
those most in need? Education motivates us to live peace through justice together.

Song for all to sing

Litany of Peace | Barbara Bridge
Make me an instrument of your peace.
Make me an instrument of your peace.

Song for all to sing as we finish walking The Way of the Cross
Jesus Remember Me | Taizé Community
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.

OneLicence A-720526

Page 8

Closing
Prayer Leader

The cross is the central symbol of Christianity.
It symbolizes Jesus’ infinite love for us and his obedient surrender to God’s will.
The cross challenges us to love unconditionally.

All: Amen
After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to
fulfill the scripture), “I am thirsty.” A jar full of sour wine was standing there.
So they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth.
When Jesus had received the wine, he said, “It is finished.”
Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.
- John 19:28-30
Pause for a moment of silent prayer

Choir: Kyrie, Eleison, Kyrie Eleison
All: Kyrie, Eleison, Kyrie Eleison
All: Our Father Prayer
Archbishop Richard Gagnon

The Father of mercies has given us an example of unselfish love in the gift of his only Son.
Through service to God and neighbours, may you receive his countless blessings.

All: Amen
Archbishop Richard Gagnon

By his dying, Christ destroyed death forever. May he give you everlasting life.

All: Amen
Archbishop Richard Gagnon

He humbled himself for our sakes.
May we follow his example and share in his resurrection.

All: Amen
Archbishop Richard Gagnon

Let us go faithfully in the name of Jesus our crucified Saviour.

Announcement of Public Way of the Cross 2018 and passing-on of the Cross.

You are invited to stay for light refreshments.
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St. Mary’s Academy and the Archdiocese of Winnipeg Office of Youth and
Young Adult Ministry acknowledge and thank all those that were involved
in planning, preparing and serving in this prayerful experience.
We thank everyone who prayed The Way of the Cross with us today.
Above all, we thank God for giving us the gift of His only Son,
whose life, death and resurrection we share in forever.

Small actions everyone can practice to Live Peace Through Justice Together

smile

Treat everyone with
respect and kindness

Speak up when you see a person being treated unfairly

Visit someone in need accept others

Be open to differences of opinions and
beliefs while still maintaining your own

Learn about the issue
your money is addressing

each time you donate

love

talk to people outside your regular social circles
Let a car into your lane Write to an MP about an issue you believe in

PRAY

Let someone else have the last word

Laugh and share your good humour

Apologize, and mean it
share your gifts with others

St. Mary’s Academy applauds Development and Peace’s Share Lent 2017 campaign.
We thank them for allowing us to collaborate in their work supporting
Women at the Heart of Change.

Living Peace Through Justice Together
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As the first day of the week was dawning,
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went
to see the tomb. The angel said to the
women, “Do not be afraid; I know that
you are looking for Jesus who was
crucified. He is not here; for he
has been raised, as he said. Come,
see the place where he lay. Then
go quickly and tell his disciples,
He has been raised from the dead."
Matthew 28:1,5-7

